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THE MEETING OF THE GENERAL SYNOD
VTEARLY

every reader of the paper is aware by this

time that owing to the peculiar financial situation
in which the nation finds itself it has been decided not
to have any regular session of the General Synod this
year. Naturally there is some haziness as. to the exact
wording that should be used in discussing the matter.
It is quite common, for example, to hear it said that
General Synod is to be omitted this year. This is not
the proper form to use, for it is merely the session of
General Synod that is to be omitted. It may seem to be
mere quibbling to insist upon this latter wording, but
it conveys the theory of the General Synod which makes
it a continuous entity, and differentiates it from the
Presbyterian theory, which regards its assembly as a discontinuous body, dissolved at the close of each session.
On page 338 of the Journal of the General Assembly, of
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., for 1932, the announcement is made by the Moderator: “By virtue of
the authority delegated to me by the Church, let this
General Assembly be dissolved, and I do hereby dissolve it, and require another General Assembly, chosen
in the same manner, to meet at Fort Worth, Texas, the
25th day of May, 1933.” Contrast this with the form
used in the Minutes of General Synod for 1932, (Minutes, page 283,) where the statement given is “The
closing prayer was offered by the President who declared Synod adjourned, to meet in regular session at
the Central Reformed Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan,
June 8, 1933.”

Practically, the General Synod is a continuous body,

changing its representative delegates annually, but
carrying forward its organization without interruption,
from year to year. A summary of the matter may be
found in Corwin’s Digest, page 307, from which it appears that General Synod, in the sense indicated above,

1794. Prior to this date, (Digest, page 305,)
General Body or Meeting appears to have been the

began in
the

name used to designate the ecclesiasticalunit.
This year, because of the lack of money wherewith
to pay the necessary expenses of the session, it has been
considered wise to forego the meeting. As briefly as
possible the reasons which led to this conclusion are as
follows: The financial expenses of General Synod,
which are managed for it by the Board of Direction, are
quite considerable. In the course of the years a numother items have been included in the account, as
may be discovered by consulting the Report of the
Board of Direction given on page 35 of the Minutes of
General Synod for 1932. On page 23 of the Minutes of
1932 may be found the estimate of expenses for the
year beginning May 1, 1932. According to this sum-

ber of

mary, the Treasurer of the Board of Direction figured
that there would be required $20,500, which would pay
for the entertainment of the delegates, their traveling
expenses, the salaries of Synodical officers, and certain
interdenominational obligations. Hitherto this sum of
money has been obtained by an assessment laid upon
the Church at large. By taking the total number of
members in the Church and apportioning the total expense among them it has been found practicable to obtain the sum required at a cost per member of approximately about thirteen cents. That is, if every member
in the denomination was to pay directly his or her individual share of General Synod’s expenses it would
not be more than thirteen cents for each one per year.
However, this individual sharing is ignored and forgotten by the churches, who grumble at the close of each
year because of the “tax” and who, in many instances,
during such a period of depression as now burdens them,
find it difficult and even impossible to pay their assessment.
This is the situation which now confronts the Board
of Direction. It sent out its bills months ago, but the
Classes have not made their returns in some instances,
and the result is that the Board, still carrying a heavy
deficiency from last year, has discovered that a number
of the Classes owe to the fund amounts from $1,000
down to several hundred dollars. Here is the dilemma
in which the Board finds itself — it has not sufficient
funds to pay travelling or entertainment expenses, an'’
there is no prospect that between now and the date set
for the session of General Synod these funds will be
paid in. Indeed there are Classes who want the present
per capita tax to be reduced to one half its present
amount. And one overture is sent up asking that the
General Synod meet only once every two years. In view
of this situation the wisest course has been adopted,
namely, to hold no session this year.
Naturally, this decision works hardship in some parts
of the work of the Church. Certain matters will suffer
because of delay. Injustice may be done because of the
postponement for a year, but such infelicities must be
endured with the best grace possible in view of the
greater difficultieswhich threaten the Church. This is
not a time 'to advance personal grievances, or to claim
hearings on personal causes. It is a time to sink all
such feelings in the common determination to “carry
on” the ship of the Church, to hold to the essentials of
the faith, in the belief that the God who guided the
fathers in their days of disaster and bafflement will
prove Himself equally favorable to the children who have
entered into the inheritance of those sturdy old saints.
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God's Sunshine

may

May

17, 1933

help further to clarify

the

issue before us.

Never once — since the world began,
Has the sun stopped shining;
His face very often we could not see,
And we grumbled at his inconstancy,
But the clouds were really to blame, not
For behind them he was shining.

And

he,

— behind life’s darkest clouds
God’s love is always shining;

We

so

veil it at times with our faithless fears,

And darken our

sight with our foolish tears,

But in time the atmosphere always
For His love is always shining.

clears,

— John Oxenham.

A ONE MINUTE SERMON
By Rev. M. G. Gosselink

XXXIV. The Way
“Narrow
life,

of Life

is the way, which leadeth unto

and feic there he that find

it."

— Matthew 7:14.

fllHE way to

X

find it because it

It is the

but straight. Few
takes effort and sacrifice.

life is narrow,

way of

satisfaction, for it is the path

of rectitude and purity. There is no bitter pang
as a result of its pursuit.
It is the way of the Cross, and that spells suffering. Yet in that suffering is the challenge to the
highest, noblest and best.
It is the way chosen and blest by the Master,
which will bring us to God’s throne where we shall
experience the abundant life throughout the ages
of eternity.

Rethinking Missions

Once Again

(Excepts from an Exchange of Correspondence with
Professor William Ernest Hocking, Chairman
of the Laymen’s Foreign Missions Inquiry)

By Prof. Leonard De Moor,

rpHE

S.T.M., Central College

readers of the Intelligencer

X

may have won-

dered whether my reflections on “Re-thinking Missions,” as published in the April 5th and 12th issues
would come to the attention of the Appraisal Commission. May I say that I was personally concerned that
they should, and that I might be assured thereof, I sent
copies of them to Professor Hocking, accompanied by a
personal letter, in which I made it my concern to isolate what seems to me to be the crux of the whole
matter.
I have a reply from Professor Hocking which, brief
though it is, reveals at once that it is about the essence
of Christianity (the nature and person of Christ) that
the issue centers. Below you will find reproduced an
excerpt from a letter I sent Professor Hocking, and then
his answer, which will be seen to be a reply (such as it
is) to my articles, rather than to the personal letter.
My only excuse for sending these on for publication is

20.

After confessing that of all the texts suitable for me
in a college course in the Problems of Philosophy, j
have been able to find none more suitable "to guide my
students in their formation of a philosophy of life which
shall approach as near as possible a consistency with
a sound Christian faith,” than his book entitled “Typej
of Philosophy,” I continued:
“Nevertheless, the drift in the direction of the exclusively immanental conception of God, which appears to
me to be an inevitable constituent of your Idealistic
view of things— this I felt obliged to oppose (in the
classroom); because I am convinced that the Christian
view of God and the world must begin with a faith in a
transcendent God, who, though even now partially to be
found in the created world, by virtue of the world’s
divine origin, can never disclose God in His true essence.
The reason for this is (what daily experience corroborates) man’s alienation from God in the original sin of
Adam, which has vitiated man’s natural capacity to
know God as He is. Hence, only through the regeneration and illumination of the Holy Spirit, in redemption
(revelation) can nature begin to take on the aspect of
a revelation of the divine nature.”
"It is

my conviction that the underestimation

cosmic significance of

sin,

with

confidence in the belief that

its

God

of the

accompanying

over-

is the pulse of experi-

reality, but not the Other-Than-ExperiencedReality, is exactly the ‘fly in the ointment’ of the Ap-

enced

praisal Commission’s Report in ‘Re-thinking Missions.’
It is for this reason that the uniqueness of Christianity

in your Report, in

my

estimation, fell entirely short

of

that singularity and once-for-all-ness or absoluteness
which the Christian message has always so much emphasized. For here Christ, as the very person of the
Godhead bodily, appeared in human history as, from
man’s side, the incomprehensiblerevelation of God’s
love, made understandable and effective through the
special operation of the divine Spirit in the souls of

the

elect. But this makes for a sharp cleavage between the
insights which man, in the exercise of his unaided powers, is able to attain, and what he is given in a divinely
consummated and communicated revelation, such as the
Christian is assured he possesses in Jesus the Christ.”
The section from Professor Hocking’s letter to me
follows

“I

:

am

afraid that you have attributed to

me

(

as have

other learned critics) a greater dependence upon philosophical history than I am conscious of or would be inclined to acknowledge.

The

theological basis of the Re-

port was simply the composite outlook of the fifteen
Commissioners, running the gamut from liberal to fundamentalist. The report includes all of those views.
So far as my own personal thinking goes, its source is
not Neo-Platonism, but the sayings of Jesus as recorded
in the synoptic gospels

and

in the first chapter of John,

with special reference to the verse, ‘That was the true
light which lighteth every man which cometh into the
world.’
“I find, to

who do not

my

regret, that there are

many

Christians

believe the words of Jesus nor this word

of

John, but prefer to substitute for them some hold-over
of Jewish blood sacrifice, demanded by a legalistic deity
willing to take satisfaction in punishing an innocent
person for other people’s sins, — a view which I personally regard as a form of devil worship unworthy of modem, not to say Christian, people.”
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say that if Professor Hocking really ac“the sayings of Jesus recorded in the synoptic

Suffice it to
cepts

gospels” as the basis of his

own thinking, then he

will

compelled to go further than he anywhere does in an
acceptance of a doctrine concerning the nature and peraon of Jesus, which falls nothing short of acclaiming
Him as "a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). Nor can
only a part of the first chapter of John be taken and the
rest of it ignored or rejected. For, whereas verse 9
speaks of the Word (Logos) as “the true light that
lighteth every man which cometh into the world,” we
are nevertheless told that “He came unto his own, and
they that were his own received him not” (vs. 11).
From the context we take this to mean at least this:
that the Word, who up till now had been operative in
the world at large, and even more particularly amongst
the chosen race (“his own”), remained but a “light
(that) shineth in the darkness; and the darkness apprehended it not" (vs. 5). Consequently it was necesbe

and proved indeed to be the consummation of
God’s redemptive plan, that “the Word became flesh, and
dwelt among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as an
sary,

from a father), full of grace and truth”
(vs. 14). The only way in which Professor Hocking
intends to take those words concerning the Logos in
the first chapter of John is as indicative of a general or
universal revelation; whereas this very chapter has as
its real object to show the necessity of that special
revelation of the Logos which, effected as it was in the
earthly appearance of this Logos, brought that “grace
And truth” (vs 16) for which men had been languishing.
The strong language which Professor Hocking uses

only begotten

against the substitutionaryatonement, as quoted above,
in

like

manner shows

that he entertains a view of Jesus

which falls fatally short of adequate for the needs of
man, or as representative of the Biblical conception.
Whether the orthodox Christology is worthy or unworthy of the modern man’s way of thought or not is
wholly beside the question. No one who knows what
Christianity is ever did claim that it would always, or
ever, in fact, fit the modern man’s way of thinking. If
the essence of the gospel (the cross) was in Paul’s day
"an offence to the Greek and a stumbling-block to the
Jew,” it is likely to be not less so to the man of today.
This follow-up correspondence confirms me all the
more in my conviction that this Report on Missions challenges the evangelical churches to fearless and downright thinking and preaching of the fundamental truths
of the faith. For, in the words of Dr. S. M. Zwemer,
"If missions in the world of tomorrow are to have no
more secure foundation than is to be found in the
earlier chapters of ‘Re-thinking Missions’ they will not
have a glorious future.” (Leader, April 12, 1933.)

The Militarist and the Pacifist

in

Japan

By Miss Flora Darrow
V'ES,

I

in the class

rooms

of even such a school as Meiji

Gakuin we find them. May I

tell of

one day’s ex-

periences. The decided contrasts in two different divisions was so great as to be worthy of note. They were
more or less the same as the contrasts in the attitudes
of peoples in all countries, and some day I feel sure that
the better is going to win. The following was of special
interest to the writer, coming just at this time.
I require something in English from every student in
the class every day I teach. The following contribution
was from a fifth year boy and I shall try to quote as
nearly as I can from his little talk. He started in this
way: “May I tell the story of my childhood?” Of
course I gave ready assent. “I spent my childhood in
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Shanghai, from 1915 to 1921, for my father was a
diplomat and was commanded by the government to reside in the Shanghai General Consulate. Shanghai of
those days was a very gentle and peaceful city, so 1
quite wondered that there was a furious fight there between Japan and China recently.
“I have deeply impressed in my heart the time of
midsummer because every day I went to the Public
Garden with my mother and the coachman through the
Italian Concession. Many ladies and gentlemen walked
slowly along in the Garden, and on a beautiful moonlight night the Italian coachman sang me the songs of
Italy, such as ‘0 Sole Mio’ or ‘Santa Lucia.’ The noisy
sounds of China-town came to us over the river Ynag Su.
“Then we went to the theatre to hear the music sometimes. In the theatre we could also feel the classic atmosphere of the city of Shanghai. On the way home I
went to the Italian Concession to hear the stories from
the policeman there. His name was Peter and he told
me the legends of Italy humorously. I usually went to
sleep in his arms.
“It is one of

my

recollections that I played cricket in

the garden of the Consulate in lilac time. It was at the

War and a warship

of Germany escaped into the harbor of this neutral power.

time of the Great
“I

my

second native place, in November,
1921, saying a reluctant farewell. The remembrances
of that place will remain in my heart through all my
career. I am always hoping that peace will reign in
Shanghai and in all countries.”
left this,

The young man who contributed the above made a
good appearance in his neatly pressed school suit and
polished shoes. The other young man of another division did not look so well. His shoes were not polished
and his suit was not pressed, and as it fit him too soon
it was bursting out in places. Also he had a patch over
one eye. His contribution was, as nearly as I can quote,
as follows : “The League of Nations is nothing. It has
been brought to nothing by men’s foolishness. They do
not understand China. They do not understand Japan’s
government. If they go against Japan we will fight.”
He sat down and I suppose I should have felt bombed
but somehow I did not. I asked him if he thought he
was very wise and told him that if he studied English
very hard he might be able to go over and explain China
and the Japanese government to the League, because
English was spoken very freely at those League conferences.
It does

seem so

foolish to allow our thoughts to bo

swayed by that type of person. Some of us in dwelling
upon the love of Christ become weak, forgetting the
firmness that marked His conversations and His acts. I
see no reason for a weak-kneed pacificism. Neither do
I see any reason for bull fights carried into a war zone
and performed by so-called men. There is a greater
daring and a bigger adventure in solving the world’s
problems in other ways today. It is a challenge to the
intellect with no less of Christ in it than any worth
while, forward, upward movement ever had. May wc
go forward, praying, with our eyes open.

Unique Service at Niskayuna.— The topic of

the

Christian Endeavor meeting in the Niskayuna, N. Y.,
Church on Sunday, April 30, was “Storids Jesus Told.”
The leader arranged a “camp fire” and everyone sat on
the floor around the “fire” while the stories of Jesus
were told by the members. It was a pleasure to have
at this meeting as guests Mr. and Mrs. Willard E. Rice,
of Buffalo. Mr. Rice is the General Secretary Of the
New York State C. E. Union.
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Caster in

James B. Mulder,

pastor,

was

so great

that the hours of service had to be altered. Three services were held in the morning, and one at night.
first

service

17, 1933
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Easter at Highland Park Church. — The attendance
expected at the Highland Park Church of New Brunswick, N. J., Rev.

May

was held at 8:15

in the

Woman's Board

of Foreign Missions

ANNIVERSARY

The

morning with 141

people attending. The Easter sermon and music by the
choir was given. At 9:30 the second service was held,
for children, with a short sermon and music by the
Junior choir, 125 being present. At 10 o’clock came the
Sunday school, with 305 present. At 11 A. M., the regular time for the Sunday morning service, the same music
and sermon was given as as at 8:15, to an audience
that filled every available space in the auditorium. In
spite of rain in the evening the church was filled again
for the Easter music by the choirs of the church. The
total attendance for the day was 1,056. Two services
were held on Good Friday, one in the afternoon for
children, with 116 in attendance, and at 8 o’clock the
choir sang Stainer’s “Crucifixion”to a crowded church.
The church year closed without a deficit, and the amount
given for benevolences equalled that of last year.

Tuesday,

FIRST

they invited their friends. It was the intention to hold
it on the church lawn, but because of the dampness of
the ground they adjourned to the church. Mrs. Orie
Van Dyke, President of the Society, presided, and called
upon representativesof various societies to give their
Easter message. There was also much joyous singing
and the fellowship of prayer. A student from Prince-

ton Seminary spoke on “This Same Jesus.” The service took about forty minutes and was attended by 107
persons. It was an excellent preparation for the further services of Easter.

Easter at Schuylerville. — Easter was marked with
many beautiful and impressive services at the Old
Saratoga Church, in Schuylerville, N. Y. On Easter
eve the Consistory received nineteen new members,
thirteen by confession of faith and six by letter. Easter
Day was suitably ushered in by a 6:30 Sunrise service,
conducted by the Young People’s Society of the Church.
At the morning service of worship the communion was
celebrated. Baptism was administered to eleven adults
and fourteen infants. About 300 persons were in the
congregation, and 189 received the communion. At
7:30 P. M. the C. E. Society held a “Life-changing Service,” during which several young men witnessed concerning the change wrought in their lives by Jesus
Christ. The vested senior choir sang beautifully at the
two services. The pulpit was tastefully decorated with
Easter lilies and other flowers. On Sunday, April 23rd,
the pastor, Rev. Leroy Nattress, officiating, elders O. D.
Towne and F. W. Beach were installed, and Messrs. E.
D. Naylor, C. J. Miller and C. A. Hamm were ordained
and installed as deacons. Reports show that the past
year has been the most successful in the church’s history for a long period.

Easter at Greenwich.— Though much rain fell in
Greenwich, N. Y., on Easter Day it did not dampen the
spirit of joy and thanksgiving at the Reformed Church,
Rev. Arthur Voerman, pastor. At the morning service
there was an excellent attendance, special Easter music,

a baptism and five new members received into fellowship. At the close of the session of the Sunday school
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REFORMED CHURCH
Brooklyn, N. Y.

Seventh Avenue and Carroll Street

MORNING 10:30

—

AFTERNOON

2:00

HOW TO REACH THE CHURCH
from Manhattan, Westchester, Staten Island,

New
Take

I.

Jersey, etc.

R. T. to Atlantic Ave. Station, Brooklyn, Then

take the Seventh

Avenue Trolley south to Carroll

Street.

Speakers:

DR.

Easter at Spotswood Church.— The Christian Endeavor Society of the Spotswood, N. J., Church held a
very pleasant early Easter morning service, to which

May

MARGARET R. GIBBONS
MISS WILHELMINA NOORDYK
REV. RALPH G. KQRTELING
MISS RUTH F. WOODSMALL
(Author ol this year's text-book,
“Eastern

Women Today and Tomorrow")
MRS. EDGAR F. ROMIG

Luncheon Will Be Served

each scholar received an Easter remembrance, and gifts
were sent to those children who were on the sick list.
The Sunday school and the Pastor’s Aid Society distributed Easter lilies to every home where there was
illness, and also to the shut-ins. At the evening service
the Dramatic Players of the Church presented a sacred
pageant, "He Uveth,” written by the pastor and directed by Mrs. Voerman. There were fourteen people
in the cast, and they gave a splendid interpretation of
the effect of the teachings, miracles, suffering and death
of Christ on several households which were friendly to
Him. A quartet and soloists ably assisted. A crowded
house greeted the players. ... A group of young people
of the Sunday school at present are touring the section
with a mystery play, “The Ghost Chaser,” which was
much enjoyed in Greenwich on two evenings. Performances are to be given in Bacon Hill, Fort Miller and
Easton, and all remuneration received will be turned
over to the Church Treasurer.

Easter at Kinderhook. —

A

sunrise service at 5:20
A. M., in Kinderhook, N. Y., was attended by over thirty
people on Easter morning. A prepared service was

used, expressing beautiful thoughts, after which a
breakfast prepared over open fires was enjoyed. Although clouds obscured the sun the Easter spirit was
not dimmed. At the eleven o’clock service an unusually
large congregation even for Easter assembled for a very
impressive service. . . . An innovation was successfully launched on Wednesday, April 19, by combining a
cafeteria luncheon, served by Mrs. H. Van Buren’s Sunday school class, followed by a meeting of the Parent
Teachers’ Sunday school Council, both of which were
very largely attended. An interesting program by
organ, orchestra and other instrumental and vocal selec-
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and an inspirational address featured the meeting.
Cornelius Vander Mel was the speaker, and brought

tions,

Bcv.
an

PAPER PROBLEMS

inspiring message.

DISCUSSED BY

Easter at Upper Red Hook Church.— At the Upper
Bed Hook; N. Y., Church, Rev. Lawrence H. French,
pastor, the Easter season witnessed the reception into
membership of sixteen persons, one on certificate and
fifteen on confession. Most of these were members of a
class which had been held weekly since last fall. In the
evening of Easter the congregation partook of a supper
held in Academy Hall in honor of the new members.
Singing, testimonies from older members about the value
of the Christian life and the Church, an illustrated lecture by the Confirmation Class, and the presentation of
the advance program of the Church gave a splendid
evening.

Early Easter Service at Niskajruna.— Over

fifty

young people were present at an early morning service
in the Niskayuna, N. Y., Church on Easter. This is an
annual event under the auspices of the C. E. Society.
Special music was furnished by a brass horn quartet
from the Schenectady High School. In addition to two
talks by members of the society, Mr. E. M. Ligon, Professor of Psychology at Union College, gave an inspiring address on “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our
debtors.” Following this quiet hour service breakfast
was served in the dining room. The society also distributed flowers to the sick and shut-ins of the community. The pastor, Rev. Franklin J. Hinkamp, welcomed ten new members at the church service on Easter.
at Suydam St Church. — Religious
Drama occupied the attention of the Suydam Street
Church, of 'Neto Brunswick, N. J., Rev. Theodore Brinckerhoff, pastor, during the Easter season, and culminated
with the presentation of the drama, “For He Had Great
Possessions,” given before a crowded church on Palm
Sunday night, and repeated two weeks later in Trinity
Church, of Plainfield. A shorter drama, “The- Seeing
Heart,” was given in the church in March, and was repeated on April 29th for the County Young People’s
Conference in the Highland Park Reformed Church.
This dramatic work is conducted by a “Production
Group,” under the supervision of a Director, with
specialists in Staging, Costuming and Mechanical arrangements. Drama has been found to provide an effective medium for the presentation of the Gospel message, a deep impression having been made on the people
of the church and the members of the cast as well.
Religious

Easter at

Drama

Mahw&h

309

Church.

— The

largest

communion

of the present pastorate of twelve years was
held at the Ramapaugh Church, of Mahwah, N. J., on
Good Friday night. On Easter a sunrise service was
held at 7 A. M. The regular morning service saw the
largest attendance on any Easter since the “gay nineties.” An experiment was tried with the Sunday school.
Instead of a pageant or special program in the afternoon or evening, the full session of the school with all
departments assembled together. A special Easter program was arranged by the Missionary superintendent.
A number of visitors attended, although this had not
been stressed. The idea was to embody the Easter
service

teachings in the regular sessions of the various classes.

During the week preceding Easter the musical program
was changed at each service. On Thursday a quartet
led, on Friday a women’s trio, at the sunrise service on
Easter soloists gave selections, and at the regular service the robed Junior and Young Ladies’ choirs, combined, sang appropriate anthems.

THE EDITOR
/

TT

is interesting though

not pleasant to note from

J. week to week the development of the situation in
the periodical world. Scarcely a week passes but one
or more periodicals announce either a change in their
size or else sing a farewell song. Here, for example,
is the staunch old Congregationalist,with its all New
England constituency, its peculiar literary quality,
its splendid editorial point of view, cutting its size
and reducing down to the same number of pages
as the Christian Intelugencer. The outsider cannot
realize the overturn of editorial and business routine
that such a change demands. And here is the publication "Just Babies,” which was so boldly advertised as
having Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt as its editor, and for which
she did do some writing, now closing its doors, with an
acknowledged loss financially.
Comment is almost unnecessary. But there are two
tendencies, at least, at work in bringing this state of
things to pass. The most obvious, of course, is the financial situation. People who are compelled to economise naturally crop off such expenses as may be called
cultural, such as membership in societies, lodges, and
the like. They cut off their membership in community
activities. They withdraw from libraries, community
clubs and the like. They stop their literary expenditures by ceasing to be subscribers to magazines, special
newspapers and such publications, and among them they
drop their religious papers. Probably the majority of
these good people will never resubscribe, for they will
lose the taste for uplifting literature.

The second reason

which it is difficult to believe, but there seems ground for making the statement.
People who are nominally enrolled in the membership
is one

of the churches have lost their ability to appreciate the

kind of material which is to be found in religious journals. They are losing the faculty of intensive thought.
They do not like to be compelled to exercise their logical equipment. They prefer to be thought-less, if this

hyphen may be permitted. And because

religious

papers appeal to the mind they are glad of any excuse
to get out of their influence. They frankly admit that
they prefer pictures and “funnies,” (save the mark,)
and ball scores and “sport columns,” where no conscious
thought is required to absorb the printed matter.
Strange it is that some of those who are preachers in
the churches are of this mind. It is easy for them to
criticise the religious papers, and even to speak of them
as the “weakly” publications, for they have lost the
original idea of the issue of such productions. Thank
God there are still some loyal souls who find strength
from week to week in the messages from far and near
which are presented by the denominational weeklies!

Missionary Meeting at Peekskill.— On Sunday evening, April 30th, a special service

was held

in the

Van

Nest Church of Peekskill, N. Y., Rev. Chas. G. Mallery.
pastor, under the auspices of the Women’s Missionary
Society. Miss Eliza P. Cobb, Secretary of the Woman’s
Board of Foreign Missions, gave an illustrated address
on China, using four reels of moving pictures. It was a
graphic representation of the work being done by the
missionaries at Amoy Mission, and gave those present
a better understanding of the work in which they are
sharing. A good number of people were present, and
an offering was taken for the work.
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THE HOUSE OF THE
INTERPRETER

May

17, 1933

The story of creation contains the important item,
“He made the stars also.” But God is not done making
stars. Such as are being saved are not only added to
the Church, but God forms them into galaxies of star*
in the sky of His eternal kingdom, "where they shine

By Rev.

S.

Blocker

XXVII. God's Stars
" A

MONG whom

ye are seen as lights in the world.”
(Phil. 2:15.) Where you shine as stars in a

dark world.” (Moffatt.)

“Two things

the mind with ever new and increasing admiration and awe, the oftener and the longer we
reflect upon them: the starry heavens above and the
moral law within.” This classic sentence from Immanuel Kant, the philosopher, tells what is true, but
falls far short of listing all that fills the mind with admiration and awe.
fill

Imagine Isaiah, the prophet, dropping in on the philosopher at Konigsberg. It is only a moment before the
prophet is telling the philosopher a remarkable experience. “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw the
Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and his
train filled the temple." The philosopher looks at the
prophet in surprise. Isaiah goes on, “Above him stood
the seraphim: each one had six wings; with twain he
covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet,
and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another,
and said, Holy, holy, holy, is Jehovah of hosts: the
whole earth is full of his glory.” The philosopher forgot his philosophy as the prophet continued with his
story and became a child again. A feeling of awe came
over him as he followed Isaiah’s recital and heard from
the prophet’s own lips the words, “Mine eyes have seen
the King, Jehovah of hosts!” For the moment the philosopher was back in the church of his childhood, seated
between his father and mother. Once again he heard
his boyhood pastor read from the Psalms, “Let all the
earth fear Jehovah: Let all the inhabitants of the
world stand in awe of him.” He woke from his reverie
with a start. The prophet had gone. He found himself
in his philosopher’s den, but with a difference. He found
himself repeating the prophet’s words, “Mine eyes have
seen the King!” “The whole earth is full of his glory.”
The frail body of the great thinker called for rest at
last and this was his evening prayer, “In peace will I
both lay me down and sleep; For thou, Jehovah, alone
makest me dwell in safety.”
Every Christian can tell all that fills his heart with
awe. He will agree with Immanuel Kant about the
starry heavens above and the moral law within. But
he will hasten to tell of another starry heavens, where
the stars are the redeemed of the Lord, who are glad
to confess that Christ is their life, and concerning whom
it can be said that the life which is in them is the light
of men. He will remind us that life is dark without
Christ, but he will go on to proclaim with a spirit deeply

awed that over
in darkness,

this benighted world, where people sit

God has placed an appropriate firmament,

studded with stars, which shine with the reflected light
of the Sun of righteousness. These stars are Christians
whom God has constituted luminaries. Human personality, regenerated by the Spirit of God through the ‘
redemption which is in Christ Jesus, becomes luminous
and radiant. Paul shows that it is in a world of the
crooked and perverse, a world “lost in the darkness of
sin" that Christians shine with the holy light of a re-

deemed

life.

in

a dark world” because their light falls on souls benighted. It is an awe inspiring conception that God
brings a consecrated Christian to such significance and
service as to constitute him a spiritual splendor and a
moral light in a sin-darkened world. “One star differeth
from another star in glory,” but they all shine, and to
shine for God with the light of the indwelling Christ i*
glory enough for any

life.

God foresaw the day which now is when boys and
girls and young men and young women would be seized
with passionate craving to become stars. God foresaw
the universal idolatry which now enslaves the world.
Everywhere are star-worshipers. Men bow before stars,
stars of screen and stage, stars of the world of sports,
stars in every field of interest and achievement. Their
names are on every tongue. Their faces are familiar to
all. The eye of youth turns eagerly to stardom. 0, to
be a star! God meets this longing in the Gospel of His
Son. Whosoever believeth on the Son shall become a
star on the spot. God will place every bondslave of His
Son in the spiritual firmament of His imperishable king-

dom.
“Like the stars of the morning,
His bright crown adorning,
They shall shine in their beauty,
Bright gems for His crown.”

Nor

is anyone ever too old to

become a star

in the

moral world. As soon as the true light shineth in a
heart that before was dark, as soon as Christ is given
entrance in the field of personality, a new star is bom
and fresh light streams over the darkness of Christless
hearts and a world sunk in sin. To become a star is included in the great salvation. It is a mark of real religion.

It is “the high calling of

God in Christ Jesus”

"to

shine like stars in a dark world.” To such worth and
dignity and power does God exalt Christians that they
are qualified “to show forth the praise of Him Who
called them out of darkness into His marvelous light"
There is thus this “new heavens” of radiant Christian
life which shines with increasing lustre as God adds
daily to the number of its stars. No one but the God
and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ could
ever have devised and achieved such honor and glory
and bliss for a human life. “Only a sinner, saved by
grace”! But also a star in the making and of God’s
creation through the redemption which is in Christ
Jesus. “Mine eyes have seen the King.” “The whole
earth is full of His glory.” Holy, holy, holy! “Let all
the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.” ‘‘0
what a salvation this that Christ liveth in me!”

“Are you shining for Jesus, my brother,
Shining so clear and so bright
That the souls that are perishing round you
May be guided to Him by your light?”

Pulpit

Exchange in Syracuse— For some years

the

custom has prevailed in Syracuse, N. Y., of having one
day in the year when all the pastors exchange pulpits.
This took place this year on April 30. No congregation
knows who is to preach in its pulpit, and no pastor
knows where he is to preach until within a short time
before the time of the service.

jfoy 17,
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Spring Classis Meetings
— The Classis of Greene met in stated spring
geasion at the Leeds, N. Y., Church on Tuesday, April
18. The meeting was called to order by the Stated
Clerk, who also led the devotional exercises. Other
members also offered prayer. Rev. Jacob Van Ess succeeded to the presidency, and Rev. Jay D. Hopkins to
the vice-presidency. In the absence of these men Rev.
F. R. Bosch was selected as chairman. Rev. G. D. Wood
was re-elected Stated Clerk and Treasurer for one year,
and was also nominated to serve as representativefrom
the Classis on the Board of Superintendents of the New
Brunswick Theological Seminary for a term of five
years. Several members of the Consistory of the Leeds
Church were made corresponding members of Classis.
Delegates were elected to the Particular Synod of Albany and nominated to the General Synod. All of the
agents of the denominational boards were re-elected.
Oreene.

The Classis voted in favor of having but one half of the
usual

number

of delegates from each Classis attend the

311

vote of Classis. Delegates to the Particular Synod of
New Brunswick were appointed, and delegates to the
General Synod were nominated.
The rules of order were amended making the Committee on Church Extension and the Committee on Doctrines and Supplies permanent committees of Classis.
A special committee was appointed to draught suitable
resolutions on the death of Rev. Marion T. Conklin.
The report on the State of Religion was read by Rev.
I. Van Kampen. It was a heartening report, revealing
the courage, patience and faith with which the churches
of Classis were meeting the difficult situation they all
were facing. It was decided to hold a special meeting of
the Classis in the Pompton Church on Monday, May
22nd, at 10 A. M., for the purpose of conducting an ex-

amination for licensure.
A vote of thanks was extended to Dr. T. Bosch, superintendent, and the directors of the Christian Sanitarium
for the generous hospitality given the Classis at this
E. B. Van Arsdale, S. C.

session.

the afternoon session,

with

and adjourned at 12:25 o’clock,
the closing prayer by Rev. John J. Van Heest.

Bergen.— The Classis met on Tuesday, April 18, at
10 A. M., in the Bogart Memorial Church, of Bogota,
N. J. The meeting was called to order by the President,
Rev. John G. Gebhard, Jr., and was opened with prayer
by Rev. Albert von Schlieder, D.D.
Classis was happy to have as corresponding members
Rev. George C. Lenington, D.D., from the Church Headquarters in New York; Dr. McElwain, the Stated Supply
of the Englewood Church; Rev. H. Allen, Stated Supply
of the Church at Ridgefield Park, and three elders of
the Classis.

After

adjournment the delegates were served dinner by

session

of General Synod, rather than to have the meet-

ing entirely

omitted.

The chairman was empowered to appoint a committee to make arrangements for a Classical Consistorial
banquet this spring.
Rev. Jay D. Hopkins
ing,

was unable

due to confinement to his bed with illness.

Out of respect to Mrs. Jacob
service

the

to attend the meet-

was taking place in

women

Van Ess, (whose funeral

Catskill,) Classis omitted

1

of the entertaining church.

J
Paramus. —

The

Classis of

George D. Wood,

S. C.

9

Paramus met in stated

spring session as the guests of the Christian Sanitarium,

Hawthorne, N. J., on Wednesday, April
19th, 1933. The session opened with a devotional period
conducted by the Stated Clerk. According to the usage
of Classis Rev. Gerrit Heemstra became President and
Goffle

Hill Road,

Wm.

V. Berg Temporary Clerk. The privilege of
the floor was extended to visiting ministers and elders.
A letter of Dr. Edward Dawson, President of the General Synod, relating to the proposal to postpone this
year’s session of the Synod, was referred to a special
committee of five. The committee reported recommending that Classis approve the proposal. The report was
Rev.

adopted. Dr. George C. Lenington addressed Classis
in behalf of the several Boards and Funds of the Church,
and received the thanks of the

members

for his thought-

address. Dr. W. D. Brown, sitting as a member of the
Classis, also spoke briefly concerning the Board of Education. The pastoral relation between the Rev. H. C.
Ruhl and the Clarkstown Church was dissolved, to be
effective June 30th. The request for approval of a call
by the First Holland Church of Wortendyke to the candidate, Mr. Wm. C. De Jong, of the graduating class of
the Western Seminary, was received and laid upon the
table until he shall have fulfilled the requirements for
ful

licensure.

The Pequannock Church was recommended to the
Board of Domestic Missions for continued aid. Four
widows were recommended for continued grants from
Disabled Ministers’ Fund.
Rev. Wm. V. Berg, chairman, presented a detailed report of the conferences of the committee on doctrines
sad supplies with the churches at Ho-Ho-Kus, Oakland
and West New Hempstead, and recommended that the
present arrangements for the supplying of these fields
be approved by Classis. The report was adopted by

the

By rule of Classis Dr. von Schlieder became President
until the fall session. Dr. Lenington was given time to
present his message from Headquarters early in the
session, so that he might depart for another Classis
meeting. The message showed the exact condition of
matters pertaining to the several Boards. Reports of
the Auditing Committee and the Treasurer were presented and accepted by Classis.
The letter of the President of General Synod in regard to the omission of a regular session of that body
in 1933 was presented. Classis discussed the question
pro and con. In view of the action of several other
Classes; because Classis felt that a complete omission
of General Synod would indicate too much of a retrenchment for our beloved and historic Reformed
Church; and since this one annual meeting brought together the brethren from all sections of the country
into greater understanding, Classis voted two to one
in favor of holding General Synod with one half representation.

Rev. John J. Soeter, pastor of the Church at Teaneck,
N. J., was elected Stated Clerk and Treasurer in succession to the late Rev. E. Ward Decker, by unanimous
vote of the Classis. All interested parties are asked
to take note of this appointment.
Rev. E. L. McElwain, D.D., was presented to Classis
by the Elder of the Englewood Church. It was reported
that Dr. McElwain came from the Presbyterian Church,
and that he had been asked to remain at Englewood as
Stated Supply for one year. Classis was happy to approve this action when the Supervisor of the Church reported that the action mentioned had been taken in his
presence.

The afternoon session was preceded by the annual
service of communion, conducted by Dr. von Schlieder
and Rev. Charles E. Bloodgood, assisted by two elders.
The session adjourned at 5 P. M., with prayer by Rev.

Andrew

J.

Walter. The

fall session will

meet in the

Harrington Park Church.

John

J. Soeter, S. C.
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There lingers in our mind the memory of an elder in
the old-home church up in the country, at whose funeral
the minister took for his text, “Behold, an Israelite in
whom there is no guile,” and, strange to say, all people
approved of the application. For he had acted as agent
for a metropolitan firm and had contracted to buy the
apples from all his neighbor farmers for some miles
around. He thought himself personally responsible, although not legally so, when the metropolitan firm went
into bankruptcy, and, rather than have his neighbors
suffer he went down into his own funds and paid for his
purchases. When his funds failed he borrowed on bond
and mortgage on his farm. He died a poor man, but he
had saved his sacred honor. Not one of his neighbors
lost a dollar on his transactions, although he lost his
last cent, and only because he felt a moral obligation.
He was not legally bound to pay this, but he did. To
those who knew him the name of Edward Lamont is
enshrined among the immortals.

coming out of the depression

* # # #

that

are not all that can be desired. For one thing, the
sense of obligation may have been very much weakened
with many people. There has been so much of agitation
for relief from the burden of maturing debts. This is
true of the internationalfield where in some instances
it is openly charged that some of the European nations
owing moneys to the United States, on which they are
in default of payment, are figuratively shrugging their
shoulders as much as to say, "Try and get it!” It has
been in evidence in rural regions where farmers burdened with impossible mortgages, — impossible in view
of the low price for their products, — have resisted with
force attempts to foreclose and to collect judgments.
It is in evidence everywhere that creditors try to collect
debts. "We haven’t the money,” appears to be the
equivalent of saying, “How are you going to get it?”
A careless, dont-care, irresponsible attitude probably
born of despair is too often seen.

* * » *

#

Walter Athearn is fond of telling the story of how
some rough companions of his youth tried to make him
chew tobacco. He resisted and refused. Even when
they took him down and tried to thrust it into his mouth
he ground his teeth together and would not open them.
The thing that sustained him, he says, was the fact
that over the shoulders of the boy sitting on his chest
he saw his father and his grandfather and a long line
of Athearns all saying, "No Athearn ever chewed tobacco.” How fine it would be in these days if there
were those who were saying, “No Smith, Brown, Jones,
Cohen, Krasnitski, Hippolito or what-have-you was
ever known to repudiate a just debt.” If we could get
in this country some such assurance from every debtor
the confidence engendered would go a long way toward
lifting us out of the slough of despond caused by this

Miss Sue Weddell ...........................Young People’s Department

REV. JAMES BOYD HUNTER.

17, 1933

They have “Sworn to their own hurt and change not"
They would no sooner think of repudiating their debt**
than they would think of repudiating their God. They
have a fine sense of honor. They have a conscience to
sustain. Sometimes it is a family pride. They will keep
their word though the heavens fall. That word is as
good as their bond, — even better.

Chrislian

PUBLISHED WEEKLY

May

*

On the other hand, however, there are plenty of people who are also struggling with debts incurred during
times of prosperity and to whom there has never been
entertained for a moment a suggestion of repudiation
of those debts. These are sacred obligations and they
are slowly, — sometimes painfully so, — liquidating them.

#

not to be wondered at that with the influence and
memory of elders of this character, the church in which
die served should at this moment have three of its sons
in active service in the ministry of our denomination,
all of them in places of responsibility and honor. Nor
is it to be wondered at that this church is still sending
its sons and daughters into the sacred callings. For the
basis of confidence, — the thing which inspires emulation,— is probity of character. The man who is “Integer
vitae,” as extolled by Horace, is still the most desirable
of citizens. Humanity always reacts to honor ultimately.
It is

* # # #

#

Not only so, but the ultimate basis of security is character. A nation is never any better than the people who
compose it. The character of a government never rises
above the character of the persons who are governed.
We cannot hope for reform in the State until we ourselves reform. The ultimate basis of security in finance
is character. This was said to a bank president in 1929.
He guffawed loudly in response. “Nonsense,” he said,
"the only collateral we will accept for loans is A1 securities. With these we make no inquiries about a borrower’s character.” But in 1933 he is writing off bad
(Continued on page 314)
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Albany Elder Gives Radio Talk— Elder William V.
Hannay, of the First Albany, N. Y., Church, a noted
local historian, recently gave a radio lecture on the
“Early Churches in Albany” as one of the series spon-

Church

Issues Directory.— The
Staten Island, N. Y., Church, at Port Richmond, Rev.
Frank S. Fry, pastor, has recently issued a well prepared

a summary history of the

or-

ganization of the congregation. Services began on the
Island about 1663,

when Rev. Samuel

held

sionary play and pantomimes. A special offering was
taken for the Missionary Society. . . . Easter proved
a joyous occasion. Both services were well attended.
The auditorium presented a pretty sight, due to the
silent worship of the many flowers about the pulpit.
At the morning worship eight new members were received into fellowship, three on confession of faith. The
evening worship was in charge of the Sunday school. A
crowded auditorium was impressed with the Easter message, which was forcibly brought home through a pageant based on the salutation of Jesus to the women, “All
Hail!” The C. E. presented a three-act play before a
large audience of men, women and children. . . . The
church services and the Sunday school have shown a
substantial increase in attendance. It is the hope and
prayer of all that this may continue during the warm
months.

days.

Directory, which gives

Women’s Missionary Society

annual Mission Social, in one of the larger homes,
into which there crowded between eighty and a hundred
persons to attend a varied program of music, and a mis-

by the Junior Chamber of Commerce of that city.
Mr. Hannay gave many interesting sidelights on the
organization of the first churches in the city. Incidentally he disclosed the reason why State Street from
Broadway to the Capitol is so broad. It was purposely
laid out that way to enable marksmen in the First Reformed Church at the State Street and Broadway intersection to “draw a bead” on invading bands of Indians.
It must have been exciting to attend church in those

Richmond

later the

.

its

sored

Port

was received for the Board. . .

special offering

Some days
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Drisius, located in

New Amsterdam, received permission from Governor
Peter Stuyvesant to go over to the little settlement once

every

two months and administer the Lord’s Supper.

He writes, in 1664, “This I have done for about a year;
in

the winter season it is troublesome on account of the

great

water or bay which must be crossed, and the

showers and storms which occur.” The presentation of

organizations of the church in the Directory is very
complete, and accounts for the progress of the parish.
At Easter the service in the Church was splendid, and
the auditorium was crowded to the doors.
the

History of West New York Church.— Trinity Church,
of West New York, N. J., Rev. Frank Linn Freet, pastor,
is one of the lusty youths of the denomination and is
now reaching the age of twenty-five years. The pastor
has prepared a sketch of the history of the church,
which appears in the current number of “The Brotherhood,” the bulletin of the church. The development of
this church is bound up with the recollection of wellbeloved men who walk no more with us, Isaac W. Gowen
and Abram W. Hopper, who put so much of their lifeblood into the inception and development of what is now
a wonderful congregation. It would be very difficult to
match the growth of Trinity Church anywhere in this
generation. “Watch it grow.”

Busy Times at Wynantskill. — March and April were
busy months at the Wynantskill, N. Y., Church, Rev.
N. Van Raalte, pastor. One interesting project was a
Wood-cutting Bee. Fourteen men traveled some miles
to the wooded hills one warm, bright day, and into a
wood lot. Soon their axes were swinging, saws rasping,
trees falling. It was a day’s labor given by each man

and fall fires
of the church. Volunteers hauled the load down to the
church shed. One man donated the use of his circular
saw to cut the wood into fire-wood lengths. The C. E.

to

replenish the wood-pile for the spring

Society paid for the expense of

sawing the

wood.

. .

.

day of spring, in spite of a driving rain, a
large group of people came to a special mid-week service to hear Mrs. Ralston, of the W. B. D. M. She made
the audience feel some of the problems and difficulties
that confront the workers in Jackson County, Kentucky.
On the

first

Jubilee at Union Church, High Bridge.— On Sunday
morning, April 23rd, fitting recognition was given to the
fiftieth anniversary of the Women’s Mission Society of
the Union Church, of High Bridge, Bronx Borough, New
York City. It is believed that this is the oldest home
missionary society of the denomination within the limits
of the metropolis. The address was given by Mrs. G. W.
Dunn, chairman of the committee on Japanese, Italian
and Alien Work, of the Women’s Board of Domestic
Missions. At the evening service the pastor, Rev. Daniel G. Verwey, gave an illustrated lecture on the work
among the mountain whites in Kentucky.
At the

...

last

communion

new members were received.
the Easter service was 430.

service 23

The attendance at

New Members

at First Astoria Church. —

Ten young

men and women from the Confirmation Class conducted
by Rev. Charles Brook, who is at present supplying the
First Astoria, L. I., Church, in Remsen Street, were admitted to membership at the last communion service.
These young people are members of the Sunday school,
choir, and young people’s organization of the church.

Tappan Church Takes

—

At the

Rockland
C. E. Convention recently held, the TapPrizes.

County, N. Y.,
pan Church, Rev. Edwin D. Miner, pastor, took the banner for having the largest number present. This is the
third time in succession the society has won this banner,
so it is now theirs to keep. The Juniors also won the
attendance prize. There were sixty-seven people who
went from the Tappan Church. Miss Ella Myles won a
prize for having the most attractive poster, and Shirley
Hafer won the Junior poster prize. Mr. Mead Maines,
of the 1'appan Church, was elected County President for
the coming year. Rev. John Moore, of the Hawthorne,
N. J., Church, was the speaker at the evening session
of the Convention, and chose as his topic the Convention
motto, “Christ our Pilot,” making an appeal for the

young people

themselves. ... At
the Tappan Church the attendance

to accept Christ for

the Easter service of

was the largest in thirty years. Nine new members
were received, six of them on confession of faith.
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vs. Technicality

By Rev. Thomas Ten Hoeve, Th.M.
117HICH is most important in this day, when the

v churches are doing

their utmost to hold together?

The Dutch people is known for its thriftiness. Likewise,
the Dutch Reformed Church in America has displayed
good management. It has endeavored to be economical
to the core, and still is doing so. Our Church leaders
are using their intellectual capacities to the utmost, so
that our Reformed Church and churches may not be
strained further with financial burdens. They seek to
make economy a blessing for all. They are endeavoring
to cut our classical assessments in half. What a relief
that will be to all churches! The silver lining of good,
clear, positive discretion and wisdom has revealed itself
by our ecclesiastical authorities and leaders, who do
care for our parishioners, the carefulness of outlay, and
the welfare of the Reformed Church in America.

But! the black cloud of technicality, with its “formal
quibbling nicety,” ever so negative in progress, comes
forward with its immature thoughts. It argues that we
must be constitutional (surely the Reformed Church is).
So does the sagacious economical church official, who
has carefully weighed the matter, who has tried to avoid
the pessimistic technicalities, and then comes forth with
a happy solution that the technicist cannot fathom, nor
will see. Perhaps the technicist has another secret motive back of his argument ? Technicalities are all right,
but clear wisdom shown on the part of official technicians is to be commended, rather than the arguments
brought forth by some who try to be technical because
of their status.

I am sure that the constituency of the Reformed
Church in America will uphold the wisdom of the President of the General Synod and remain true to the Dutch
spirit of economy.

CAN THE CHURCH
close its ears to the pleas for aid of this
multitude of young men who are offering themselves for the work of the ministry! New appli.
cants are 70% more than the numbers of those
who will graduate from the seminaries this year.

CAN

IT BE

that God is preparing the world for a great
revival of religion and is providing the leaders
in

advance?

A CONTRIBUTION FROM EVERY CHURCH
THIS YEAR FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

BOARD OF EDUCATION,
25 East 22nd

—

Street

R. C. A.

New York,

N. Y.

Hope College News
A

class in the study of the Italian language has been

organized, to be taught by Paul Fugazzotto, of the
Junior class, who was reared in the Italian settlement
in Newburgh, N. Y. Mr. Fugazzotto is a member of
the Newburgh Italian Church, of which Rev. Pietro
Moncada is pastor. So far eighteen students have enrolled in the new course. The fundamentals of the language will be taught during the remainder of this semester by the student instructor, whose parents were
born in Italy, and who spoke Italian before he knew
English.

Miss Cornelia Nettinga, daughter of President

Woman's

Missionary Conference

Paramus— The forty-second annual Conference of
the Woman’s Missionary Union of the Classis of Paramus was held on Thursday, April 20th, at Trinity Reformed Church, Wortendyke, N.

J.,

with the President,

Mrs. E. S. Ralston, in the chair.
Mrs. William C.

Hogg

led the opening devotional ex-

ercises, using the Service of
D. M.’s Golden Anniversary.

Worship for the W.

B.

There were messages from the Classical Committees,
Mrs. Ira Hawkins, for the W. B. F. M., and Mrs. H. W.
Collingwood for the W. B. D. M. Addresses were given
by Mrs. James E. Graham, President of the W. B. D. M.,
and Mrs. Milton Stauffer, of New Brunswick, for the
W. B. F. M.
A box luncheon was held at noon, tea and coffee being
served by the members of the entertaining church. The
devotional service of the afternoon was led by Mrs. C.
E. Bigelow, of Glen Rock. Mrs. Wm. C. McFeeley
brought a message for the young women. Very interesting addresses were given by Dr. Margaret R. Gibbons, of Madanapalle, India, and Rev. Fred De Jong, of
McKee, Kentucky.
217 delegates, representing 23 Auxiliaries, answered
the roll call. The pledges of the Classical Union for the
salaries of the missionaries they are supporting were
nearly all met. The bank holiday is affecting the funds
of a few of the auxiliaries, so that the small balance
may be expected. The splendid work of the Auxiliaries
for the year gave much to be thankful for. The benediction was pronounced by Rev. Francis R. Fenn.

Mina E. Simpson, Secretary.

and

Mrs. Siebe C. Nettinga, of the Western Seminary, who
is a graduate of Hope, was placed first in thfr contest of
the National Federation of Music Clubs Voice Contest,
recently held in Louisville, Kentucky, and will represent that state in the interstate contest soon to be held
in Nashville, Tenn., the winner of which will participate in the National Contest at Minneapolis, some that
in May. Hope College and its friends congratulates
Miss Nettinga on her success, and wishes for her many
and higher honors. She was the first student to receive a Bachelor of Music degree from Hope, and after
graduation she spent four years as instructor in music
in Berea College.

The College Chapel Choir

of seventy voices furnished

part of the musical program of the Sunday School Rally

Reformed Church of Grand Rapids on Thursday evening, April 20. President Wichers gave the adat Bethel

dress, on “Hold That Line,” saying that the hope of the

Church lay in the efficient, consecrated work of the Sunday school toward the evangelization of its young people, and inspiring them to noble living. An offering for
the College

was

received.

The Point of View
(Continued from page 312)
loans of those

who had A1

lateral, while loans

securities to pledge as

made by those whose

col-

collateral

values have also vanished are being paid off because
they had character in addition to securities,and would
rather cut off their right hand than to repudiate an
obligation. It will be a sad day for America and the

world

if

we

fail in this

fundamental basis of

character.
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More Spring Meetings

of

Classes

The

Classis of Hudson held its regular
spring meeting in the Germantown, N. Y., Church, on
Tuesday, April 18. Rev. Martin Hoeksema, of Mellenville, became the President and Rev. Milton B. Eastwick, of Philmont, Temporary Clerk. The sermon was
(jelivered by Rev. Mr. Eastwick, his text being I. CorHudson. —

&

feorroto to
1

compelled on

2

Interest is $250

—

voted in favor of the tentative plan to omit
the regular meeting of the General Synod in the interest
of economy. Delegates were nominated, however, in
case the General Synod should be held or a special
meeting become necessary.
The members of Classis were impressed with two

lar

— The Classis of Rensselaer held

more than two

years ago, but the contributions
from churches have fallen off over

Classis

S. C.

May

many.

two persons to the Disabled Ministers’ Fund.

H. Hageman,

Church

1 to reduce its
payments to beneficiaries from
$43,000 a year to $30,000, because
the income was $13,000 less than
the outgo. It means suffering for

The usual routine of the spring session was transacted. All three Stated Supplies of churches in the
Classis were continued for the next six months. The
Classis voted aid to one church to continue the services
of the present Stated Supply, and also recommended

things: The evidence of a lack of spirituality within
the bounds of the Classis; and the sense of sympathy
for the bereaved pastor who so recently had his companion and earnest helper in his work taken from him.
A committee of three elders were appointed to arrange
for a Conference as to ways and means whereby the
spiritual atmosphere in the Classis can be deepened.
Classis will meet next fall in the Greenport Church.

tfre

The Disabled Ministers’ Fund was

—

inthians 10:12.

Rensselaer.

315

$10,000.
3

—

Every church expects the Fund
aid its minister, or his family,

to

when

in need. Ought not every church
to give the Fund the full amount
asked for it by General Synod, to
bring this sorrow to an end?

Jlimsitersi’

Jfunb

of the Reformed Church in America

25 EAST 22nd STREET,

NEW YORK

its regu-

spring session on Tuesday, April 18th, in the Green-

East Greenbush, N. Y. All the churches
were represerted. Rev. William G. Maat succeeded to
the chair, and Rev. H. C. Morehouse became Vice President. Rev. William G. Maat led in the devotional service, and preached from II Corinthians 5:7, “For we

bush Church,

walk by faith, not by sight."

A letter from the President of General Synod, Rev.
Edward Dawson, D.D., relative to omitting the stated
session of General Synod for the year 1933, was read,
found in order, and upon motion duly carried. Classis
assented to the proposal of General Synod’s President
that the stated session of General Synod be omitted.
The President of Classis appointed Rev. Edward Ton
as

Classical

student aid
and

Agent for Social Welfare. One request for
from the Board of Education was received,

upon motion approved.

Classis voted to

make the following recommendation

General Synod : “With a view to further economy,
the Classis of Rensselaer hereby recommends to General Synod that the ‘Quotations from the Minutes of
General Synod, R. C. A.,’ be not printed this year and
future years, if deemed wise by said Synod.”
A committee was appointed by the President to arrange for a Young People’s Banquet, early in the fall,
as follows : Rev. Edward Ton, Rev. H. B. Roberts, and
to

a lay

member to be appointed from the Schodack

The closing paragraph of the retiring President’s Reon the State of Religion in the Classis is as follows

:

—"The churches of the Classis of Rensselaer are not
doing excellently, but we think they are doing well
under the existing circumstances. In these difficult
times, which try men’s souls, all honor to the membership

is the service, Christ’s is the inspiration

— to God

be the glory.”

The Classis gave a vote of thanks to the Pastor, Consistory and ladies of the Greenbush Church for their
fine hospitality, and the appreciation of Classis was
voiced by Rev. William E. Compton. Rev. B. H. Pennings offered the closing prayer, and upon motion
Classis stood adjourned, to meet in regular session in
the Kinderhook Church on the first Tuesday of October,
1933.

A. B. Waldorf Smith, S. C.
Illinois. —

The

Classis of Illinois convened in regular

spring session at Emmanuel Church, Chicago, Illinois,
on Monday and Tuesday, April 17 and 18. At the public inspirational service on Monday evening, Dr. Winfield Burggraaff, of the Western Seminary, brought a
timely message on “The Church and the Evangel.”' Rev.
Harry Hoffs led the Tuesday morning devotional service. Rev. Murray Steinkamp, of the Raritan Church,
became President. All the incumbent agents of the

various Boards were reappointed.

Two young men

from Bethany Church were recommended for aid to
the Board of Education in the pursuit of their ministerial studies at Hope College. Classis voted to petition
the Board of Domestic Missions for a Church Extension

Church.

port

Man’s

churches
may again rise in

of the churches and to the ministry of the

who are yeasting society so that it
newness of life. Society will never appreciate the exceeding great benefit it has received from the Church of
the Living Christ. This has been imparted in ways past
man’s finding out. Intangible, but real, nevertheless.

canvass within its bounds.

The delegates to Classis were elated with the

fact

that in the past year 201 persons were received on confession of faith and 50 by letter in the several churches.

This is the largest number for any one year in the history of the Classis. Classis voted to favor a session of
both the Particular and the General Synod. It also
voted to dispense with its own fall session unless urgent
business should arise. The delegates were graciously
entertained at dinner by the hostesses of Emmanuel

Church.

Harry

J.

Hager,

S. C.
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GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY
WOMEN’S BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS
The Golden Anniversary
Luncheon
/"|N a beautiful sunny May Day, five
vJ hundred and fifty people gathered
around flower-decked tables in the Hotel
Gotham for the Golden Anniversary
Luncheon of the Women’s Board of Domestic Missions. When the luncheon
was first planned, it was thought that
two hundred and fifty would be the largest number the Board could expect, but
during the last week reservations poured
in, until arrangements had to be made
with the hotel for serving in the ballroom and balcony upstairs and part of
the main dining room. The Board regrets exceedingly that it was necessary
to refuse tickets to about one hundred

Women’s Board of Domestic

Missions.

We

honor her for the felicity and charm
of her presiding not only at the meetings
of the Board but at the larger functions
throughout the years which included
Ladies’ Day and the receptions at Synod.
We honor Mrs. Bussing because the
name includes Mr. Bussing, for many
years Treasurer of the Board of Domestic Missions, as almost ninety years ago
his father was before him. We honor
Mrs. Bussing for her tender realization
of human need and her generous, helpful response to the need of Indians,
mountaineers, pioneer folk and those of
foreign tongue in our country. We honor
her for her hidden and beautiful giving
throughout the years to all the wide work
of the Reformed Church. We honor Mrs.
Bussing for her unfailing loyalty to the

and fifty people who would have liked Board and its work and workers. We
to attend the luncheon. Because so honor her for her great contribution to
many people expressed a desire to hear the spirit of the Board, a spirit of rev-

Dr. Joseph R. Sizoo of Washington, D. C., erence for God and profound devotion to
and Rev. Fred De Jong of Kentucky, it Christian service, — a spirit of expectancy
was decided to hold the afternoon meet- of achievement and that difficulties could
ing in the Collegiate Church of St. be overcome,— a spirit of beautiful fellowship in service.”
Nicholas.
Mrs. Bussing, in a short reply, spoke
A reception in honor of Mrs. John S.

Bussing, Honorary President of the
Board, was held just before the luncheon,
with Mrs. James E. Graham and Miss
Cornelia Anderson also in the receiving
line. At the speakers’ table in the ballroom were seated Mrs. James E. Graham,
Mrs. John S. Allen, Mrs. Norman V.
Peale, Dr. and Mrs. Frank B. Seeley,
Miss Sue Harvard, and Dr. Joseph R.
Sizoo. Dr. Seeley pronounced the blessing, after which the beautiful old Dutch
’’Prayer of Thanksgiving” was sung. At
the speakers’ table in the main dining
room were seated Mrs. John S. Bussing,
Mrs. Antonie P. Voislawsky, Miss Julia
Florance, Miss Cornelia Bedell, Miss
Helen M. Brickman, Dr. Norman V. Peale
and Rev. Fred De Jong. Mrs. Finley J.
Shepard contributed the great variety of
golden-hued flowers that decorated the
tables.

An audience of

nearly eight hundred
people gathered at St. Nicholas Collegiate Church at two-thirty. The meeting
was opened with the singing of “America the Beautiful,” followed by prayer by
Dr. Malcolm J. MacLeod. Mrs. Graham
introduced Mrs. Allen as “the gifted Cor-

the Reformed Church as "a wonderful
Church” and expressed deep appreciation
“for the magnificent co-operation given
to the Board by the women’s societies
and other organization of the Church.”
She said, "I hope the Women’s Board of
Domestic Missions may go on long after
those who initiated its first work are
gone.”
Mrs. Allen introduced Rev. Joseph R.
Sizoo, D.D., pastor of the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church of Washington,
D. C., who gave a stirring address on the
topic, “In Such a Day as This.”
Dr. Sizoo said, “There is something
fine about halting along the road and
looking back; we do not think enough
of the past in terms of gratitude. But is
is my part this afternoon to think about
TODAY and the contribution which the
Christian Church can add to the rebuildof

ing of the world.

We

are living in sobering and inspiring times. We are living
in a world of poverty, a world of length-

ening shadows where men’s minds as
well as bodies are suffering. Sickness is

increasing; our educational system

breaking down, schools are

Cross of Christ. The Cross is the insi|.
nia of judgment, the insignia of saeriflM,
— the symbol that there are no depth*

beyond which Love will not go to reconstruct human life . . .”
Every person in the audience wa*
deeply stirred by the beautiful words

of

the song and the appealing quality of
Sue Harvard’s voice as she sang, "The
Stranger of Galilee.”
Rev. Fred H. De Jong, for many years
the Board’s missionary at McKee, in the
Kentucky mountains, was introduced and
spoke of the great need among his people, of the changes that have come
through the opening of good roads; of
the special need for a Community House
in order to hold the young people of the
changing community. At present not
only all religious services but all social
activities have to be carried on in the
church, which is entirely too small and
inadequately equipped for the demands
made upon it. Mr. De Jong said the mission was varying its program as the
changes in the mountains make it necessary. Although there has been great improvement in the school system of Jackson County since Mr. De Jong first went
there, one of the greatest needs of the
mountain people is better educational
facilities. At present not one-tenth of
the school children have their own school
books and many schools are open for
only three or four months in the year.

“We are not

content with

BUILDINGS; we must

building

first build char-

acter. Eight hundred and twenty-five
people in Kentucky alone are outside of
the teaching of Jesus Christ. ... In all
our work we must not lose sight of the
emphasis of Christ and the Cross; they
are the most abiding realities today in
the midst of so many things that are falling away from us.”

Mrs. Allen closed the meeting

with

a prayer of thanksgiving for the enriching experiences of the past fifty years
and a rededication and reconsecration
to the ministry of home missions in the
future. Rev. John H. Ingham, Secretary
of the Progress Council, pronounced the
benediction.

is

closing,

responding Secretary of the Board for teachers are unpaid.
twenty-two years. During twenty-one “But we are living in inspiring times,
years of her service she was associated too. It is a great day when humanity
with Mrs. Bussing, President of the goes upon the road to begin a new day.
Board.”
The Christian Church has a place in the
A solo, “Open the Gates to the Tem- scheme of things in such a day as this,
ple,” was beautifully sung by Sue Har- for the problems are moral and spiritual
vard, soprano soloist of the Marble Col- problems. Our country is not suffering
legiate Church.
from a food panic, nor from a money
Mrs. Allen requested all those who had panic but from a ‘character panic.’ We
been made Life Members of the Board are rich enough, we are wise enough, but
during the Golden Anniversary year to we are not GOOD enough. Our political
rise, and nearly one hundred women and financial leadership has been inadestood while she brought a short greeting quate; money has played too large a part
from the Board. Mrs. Allen then intro- in the life of men and nations and it has
duced Mrs. John S. Bussing, paying the failed men in the day of need. The world
following beautiful tribute to her: “We is turning to something else for leaderhonor Mrs. John S. Bussing, Honorary ship that will be adequate,— and that is
President of the Women’s Board of Do- the message of the Christian Church.
mestic Missions today, for her thirty-two Better days will never come by improvyears of continuous and gracious service ing outward conditions, not by increasas President, first of the Women’s Ex- ing external comforts, but by deepening
ecutive Committee and then of the the inward values.
l

“The message of the Christian Church
is that it must bear fresh witness to the

Mrs. Ruth Rule Robinson
Books Relating to

Home

Missions.

“Chinatown Quest.” By Caral

Green
Nelson. (Stanford University Press. $3.)

A

gripping and amazing account of the
work of a gentle Scottish woman in San
Francisco. Miss Wilson, head of a Presbyterian home for thirty-six years, tells
of her battle to save the lives of innumerable Chinese girls.

“Greater America.”

Thompson. (E.

P.

Mr. Thompson,

who

By Wallace

Dutton and Co.
is

33.00.)

one of the

fore-

most authors on Latin America, presents
in this book a stupendous and stimulating idea — that the future should evolve
a Greater America, a welding together,
not political, of the Americas.
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YOUNG PEOPLE

Awakening of a Brahmin

A

Girl
By Miss

Charlotte

C.

Wyckoff

Cordial Invitation

Is extended to all girls and
young women of the denomination

(Continued from the last issue)

to join in celebrating the Anni-

Squatting over the clay fireplace in
her tiny Brahmin kitchen she wondered
how her mother got the fire to burn so
quickly. Though she blew' through the
hollow bamboo till her lungs ached the
wood would not ignite. She stepped into

versary of the Woman's Board of
Foreign Missions on Tuesday, May
16, in the First Reformed Church,

non*Brahmin kitchen to get some
live coals and looked hungrily at the
gpicy cakes which the Reddy cook was
frying in deep oil. If only the Brahmins
of Chinnur and Satthyapuram had not
boycotted her, they might have had a
Brahmin cook so that she. could share
with the rest, but no one might enter
her kitchen. Krupa Teacher shouted
the

distance directions for quick firebuilding. “You’d better join the Girl

from a

Guides," she

added

teasingly,

passed her on her

as

comer of Seventh Avenue and

Carroll

Brooklyn. The
morning session will be at tenthirty; the afternoon session at
Street,

two. There will be addresses by
Dr. Margaret R. Gibbons, Miss
Wilhelmina Noordyk, Mrs. Edgar

F. Romig, Miss Ruth F. Woodsmall and Rev. Ralph G. Korteling.
Luncheon will be served.

Saro-

way

outdoors to
get milk. The milkman placed in front
of his cow’ the stuffed skin of the departed calf— of course, the cow' would
not give a drop of milk if she did not
see her bahy, — and with many invocations of Rama, sent a stream of milk
jini

sudden tears, she collided with Meenakshi who was just coming out of the nonBrahmin kitchen with a plate of cakes.
Half the tumbler of milk was spilled,
and she threw out the rest of it as soon
as Meena turned her back.. The girl was
as vile-mouthed as a sweeper. “Proud
Brahmin!" was the least of the epithets
she had screamed at the accidental collision. She kept a nasty store of words
in the back of her head, and not so far
back either. Sarojini locked her empty
kitchen and shut herself in her room,
trembling with hunger, self-pity and suppressed anger. As she pulled her comb
violently through her long hair she felt
that all the wrorld was against her. She
w’as sick of living on rice, curds and
plantains. This was a feast-day, too. If
she were at home they would be eating
delicious cakes after taking some to the

temple. Now even Miss Sherman was
angry with her. She was tempted to
run out to the highway and take the bus
home. How happy they would be to see
her! But would they? As she bent
over her little mirror to make the black
caste-dot between her eyes, she blinked
back the tears and steeled herself to go
through with it. Spreading her mat on
the tiled floor, she sat dowm to draw’
fresh courage from “Ivanhoe." Isaac and

had seen her kiss a visitor, — actually lay
her w’et lips on hers. Ugh!
“I must go to the - bazaar for vegetables,” she enunciated slowly. “My — ray
things are all finished."
‘‘You can’t go to the bazaar alone," replied Miss Sherman firmly, taking the Rebecca were her most admired charinto Sarojini’s tumbler. At the approach
morning mail from the hands of the acters. They never weakened, no matof Mary, a Christian classmate, Saro“peon”t who had entered behind them. ter what others did or said to them.
hastily covered the brass tumbler
with the palm of her hand. They stood
awhile under the flowering bauhinia tree
discussing with great heat the means
of inscribing
hexagon in a circle,
while all about them in a gray dawn a
laughing, calling crowd of girls began to
stroll to the w’ell, swinging their buckets
and pots. Lucky girls! They had no
worry about food. Three good meals a
jini

a

(To be concluded next w’eek)

peon. Can’t he buy something for you? I am just sending him
‘‘Here’s the

to towm.”

Sarojini was spared the embarrassment of explanation,for the peon knew’

§

IYouno People

his place. When he understood what a,'!
was proposed, he backed out of the room
1.11
with an incoherent murmur.
,
“Wait!" called his employer, “I have
an important letter to go to the post ;ir*
day awaited them. Well might they
office. Sarojini, I ask our pandit every
giggle and shout in that free manner
day to do something to help you. He
which surprised Sarojini. It seemed so
Mai-dee of the Mountains. By Mary
is a Brahmin and he always promises — ”
unrefined. She had spent the w’hole of
Biit th? girl heard nothing of the well- Brewster Hollister. Fleming H. Revell
last night’s study-hour in a fruitless efCompany, New’ York. $1.50.
fort to produce some curry that would known tale of the pandit’s passive reThis is a charming story for young
be fit to eat. She had gone to bed too sistance. She was gazing with horror
hungry and tired to study. She must at the spectacle of a stamp being put in people— Intermediates especially. Maijust boil this milk, she decided, and Miss Sherman’s mouth, licked and pasted Dee is a young Chinese girl who lives
make that her breakfast. She had three on the letter. Ugh! Didn’t the woman in a mountain village of China with her
geometry constructions to do before know’ how polluting saliva was? Even father, Ah-ba. It is the custom in this
nine o'clock, not to mention assignments the low-caste peon held the letter ginger- village for the women to cut and sell
in science, history and geography, and ly by the opposite corner as he rode off the wood which brings them their living
on his bicycle. Probably the tale of the while the men-folk stay at home to do
three more pages of ‘ivanhoe.’’
Turning back to the cottage with the brush for teeth must be true. Miss Sher- the cooking and housew’ork and take care
tumbler still held carefully in her hands, man, w’ho had gone into her room, sud- of the children. It is one day when
she met Miss Sherman, w'ho yawned and denly popped her head out again. “Saro- Mai-Dee is carrying her load of wood to
smiled at her. Why didn’t she oil her jini!” she said. “You eat fruit, don’t the nearby city that she is seized by
hair instead of leaving it all fuzzy around you? We have a lot of mangoes and soldiers and forced to help carry their
plantains over at the house. They are loads. Ill with terror and exhaustion,
her face!
“Good morning, Sarojini!" Miss Sher- in a bowl on the dining-room table. Just she is left in a strange place. How she
is found by a Christian Chinese doctor
man was saying. “Are you getting run over and help yourself!"
enough to eat these days? It’s a perWith that the door closed. Of this and nursed back to health and strength
fect shame that you have such trouble flow of rapid English Sarojini caught in her hospital and the adventures w’hich
about food."
only the last two w’ords. Help yourself follow— finding a bandit chief who has
Perfect shame? Shame meant dis- indeed! What else wras she doing? She fallen into a tiger trap, trying to protect
Srace. Did she consider this care about had planned to seek Miss Sherman’s ad- her much-loved friend, a nurse in the
food disgraceful?
vice this morning as to getting supplies hospital, who, believing that she can thus
“Don’t eat too much rice just because from the bazaar. Now’ she must help help China, is working with a group of
it's easy to cook," the American lady herself and not bother anyone. Her po- Communists in the city; saving the hoswent on, laying her hand on the girl’s sition w’as a “shame," and she must help pital from looting and burning and her
shoulder. “You know w-’hat we learned herself. No one talked like that to friends from possible death— all make up
to physiology. Are you getting enough Meena or Savitri or any other Hindu a most interesting and worth-while story.
vegetables for vitamins? Do you eat girls, and certainly not to the scores of Mai-Dee of the Mountains has a missionPlenty of “dal"! for protein?"
Christian girls. Everyone helped them. ary emphasis which
Sarojini edged away from the friendly They were against her because he was a makes it suitable for
hand. She w’as horribly afraid that Miss Brahmin and Brahmins were at the top. reading by any young
Sherman might try to kiss her as she Hurrying down the veranda, blinded by people’s society. It is,
as well, delightful
Id*!:

mashed

lentils.

—

fpeon: mcssenjrer.

tftoK

reading

C

for anyone.
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FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND

YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES
Conducted by Rev. Abram Duryee

Christian Endeavor Topic
Sunday,

May

28, 1933

How May We Be True

to the
Missionary Spirit of Jesus?
Matt. 28:16-20

Jesus believed in missions.

He

be-

lieved that people needed to know Him
in order that they might know God. It
was not a matter of convenience but of
necessity. Jesus put no “if” in His command to make disciples, that is learners,
of all nations. He put no limitations
upon it, indicating that some people had
a religion with such good principles in

Missions have always been criticized.
They are being criticized today, and it
is to be expected that they will be criticized. But the criticism of the present
is very different from that of the past.
The criticism of the past denied the right
of Christianity to invade the territory
of other religions, and it made fun of
the missionary and his purpose. Not so
today. The criticism has to do largely
with the way missions are carried on,
the methods, the personnel, and the or-

May

17, 1933

Milwaukee C. E. Convention
By C. E.

Houtkamp

General Chairman

The city of Milwaukee is to be host
to the Thirty-fourth InternationalCo#,
vention of Christian Endeavor which
convenes there July 8-13. The selection
of this city is most fortunate becaue
is situated so near Chicago, where thouit

sands will gather for the Century of Pro.
There can be no question that mis- gress Exposition this summer.
The Milwaukee Committee is hard at
sions if rightly conducted are worthwork
making preparations to care for
while, because people do need Jesus
Christ as their Saviour and Lord. It is this great gathering of Christian youth.
the claim of the Christian religion that Meetings are to be held in the great
“Christ is unique, universal, and Anal.” Civic Auditorium, which has five large
There is only one such Saviour for the halls capable of seating 15,000 people at
world. He alone can save the world, and one time. Leaders In religion, education
time will never produce anyone to take and state-craft will speak at the great
mass meetings. Mrs. Francis E. Clark,
the place of Christ.
wife of the founder of the movement, will
probably be there. Daniel A. Poling, Dr.
SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS
W. H. Foulkes, Gov. John G. Winant, Dr.
ganization.

has gone out of fashion to speak of A. W. Beaven, Dr. James Kelley, of Scotit there was not the same urgency to a lost world, yet it is this vision that land, and many others will be there.
give them the Gospel. He made it clear fills men with passionate love to save
Stirring music by a great chorus, great
that everybody, in all places, and at all men from destruction. Man can never devotional and evangelisticmeetings, a
times, needed above everything else the be what God means him to be until he great parade of Christian youth, wondermessage and saving power of the Chris- accepts Christ.
ful conference groups, a great Communtian religion. Nor has its urgency beMissions are in the mind and thought ion Service and many other features will
come any less in our day. Sin is the
of Christ, unless He has forgotten His make this a truly great gathering.
It

same hateful and hurtful experience, promise in Matthew 28:18-20. We sureHow much the youth of America needs
though we may give it a softer name
to renew its loyalty to Christ and the
today. A more intelligent age such as ly cannot have the mind of Christ un- Church today! Human leadership has
less we interest ourselves in His inours simply increases our responsibility
to give the Gospel to the whole world.

Jesus did not say
“Go, provided your
you.” His “Go ye” is absolute. Carey way back to peace and prosperity. In

To be true

to the missionary spirit of
Jesus we must study His attitude toward took it that

missions. This means that

failed to find the way out of our present
to those apostles, difficulties. Let us turn again to God
brethren support and His work for He alone knows the

terests.

we

should

read and study the Gospels to learn what
Jesus has to say about our carrying the
message and influence of the Christian
religion to those about us, and to the
very uttermost parts of the world. We
must also study the need that people
have for what Jesus can give them.
Hence the importance of a mission study
class. Moreover, we shall need to pray,

and give, and work for missions, that we
may get the reaction that comes from
having a working interest in any enterprise. Working for a cause develops an
interest in that cause. We may be true
to the missionary spirit of Jesus by
thinking of ourselves as roadbuilders in
our Father's world. This is in keeping
with the teachings of God's Word, for
in Old Testament times the prophet said
that the mountains should be leveled and
the low places filled up to make a highway for God. And this road is described
as the highway of holiness. In the New
Testament the Christian life is referred
to as a way.
We live in a day when road making is

thing is that the One Hundred Thirty-eighth Psalm
when men are ready to go, Christians we read: “Though I >valk in the midst
of trouble, Thou wilt revive me.” Is it
are ready to say, “We will support you.”
not possible that out of this gathering
If we stop reading the Bible and going
may come a great spiritual revival that
to church, our interest in divine things shall stir our country? Possibly Chriswill fade away. How can we have the tian Endeavor has come to the Kingdom
spirit of Christ regarding missions if for just such a time as this.
we know nothing about them? We must
read missionary books and listen to missionary talks.

The world

way. The

fine

wide open today as never
before. We can talk across oceans. We
can travel distances in hours that used

to take weeks or months. Surely

this

Bible in

Spain

From the “Quarterly Review” of the
New York Bible Society we take an

in-

teresting item concerning demand
is a challenge to use modern progress to
Bibles in Spain:
spread the Gospel.

for

The following article was recently
become interested in the things
for which we work. He who gives noth- handed to us by the American repreing to missions will never be interested sentative of a ^ large Bible publishing
in them. One man set, aside a certain house in Scotland:
number of hens, the profit of which he
“Since the Spanish Republic declared
gave to missions. Both his flock and for religious freedom, Spaniards have
his interest grew.
taken to reading the Bible (says Ren-

We

What are we doing to proclaim the
Gospel in our own district? Do we do
personal evangelistic work? Hold cottage meetings? Conduct a mission Suna most important industry. The auto- day school? Support community enterprises?
mobile has made good roads an absolute
We are so enslaved by modern life,
ncessity, and we have seen the mountain
its numberless interests and pleasures,
rocks broken up into crushed stone and
made into roadbeds. Good roads have that we have no time to give thought to
made transportationeasy and swift, and missions. We need to wrench ourselves
the difficultiesof distance have been loose from these interests and get back
to prayer and meditation.
largely overcome.
We may easily think of missions under
the figure of road making. Miss Sue
Weddell, Secretary of our Reformed
Church Department of Missionary Education, has written a book on our Foreign Missions, which she has called
“Road Builders.” It is a most interesting and instructive little book which
every young person should read and
study. It can be obtained from our
Board of Publication at 20 cents.

The

is
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BELL CO.
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ter’s Madrid Correspondent).

“So many packets of Bibles now reach
Madrid from Britain that the small handcart in which they were carried from
the local station to the offices of tie
Bible Society has had to be replaced by

a motor-van. The
Bibles and

figures

of

190,554

New Testaments

as compared

sold in 1931
with 130,554 sold in 1930

show

the considerable increase

clearly
in sales.

“Two

of Spain's present Cabinet Ministers, it seems, were educated in Protestant schools, and the Republican

Government is more favorable

towards

spreading the use of the Bible.

“Learning that the film ‘Ben-Hur' was

being shown in Mollet, a

colporteur

rushed to the village with a big stock of
Bibles and took his stand outside the
door of the local cinema. Everyone of
his copies was gold."— Evangelical
senger.
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HOUSEKEEPING POSITION

WANTED
A mtddle-ftffed lady, active and capable of un. rukinK full reiponsibility, aeeki a position aa
SoMMlieeper or companion to an elderly couple
r one person. Until the present she has been
tyiekeeper in a minister’s family. Referencesand
Slmonial* furnished, if requested. Address
J~jr~G.. Christian Intelligencer. 25 East 22nd
Stre*. New York.

A HOME

WANTED

'

IN

MEMORIAM

22nd Street. New York

Society of the Reformed Church of Catskill, N. Y., deeply rejrrets
the passing of our esteemed pastor’s wife,

For Sale: Rotospeed Multigraphing Machine,
in first class condition, with ink brush,
i dosen No-wax stencils, eighteen ink pads. Price
220. F.O.B.. Peekskill, N. Y. Address Rev. Philip
jONKBR. 848 Washington Street. Peekskill, N. Y.
complete,

Why Not?
book

FRIEND SOCIETY
Organised 1828

MRS. JACOB VAN ESS.

a recent symposium in an English
review, St. John Ervine, the drama-

Incorporated 18S8

The only American undenominationalSociety
Mrs. Van Ess
doing
welfare work for teamen in tixteen affiliwas interested in every activity of our Church,
ated
and
oo-operatingstations in Japan, Europe.
and especially interested in Missions and a reguSouth
America
and the United States.
lar attendant at the Northfleld Conference, and
Loan
Libraries ($25) for crews at sea placed
Whereas, a devoted wife and mother, a patient
on vessels tailing from New York.
sufferer, and a faithful Christian woman has
Shipwrecked and destitute seamen aided.
gone to her reward ; therefore, be it
PUBLISHES the ’'Sailors’ Magaiine” ($1.00).
Resolved, That we extend our deepest sympathy
SUPPORTED
by contributions and legacies.
to the family, and that we bow in humble resignaWinchester Noyes, President ; George Sidney
Whereas, in spite of

tion to this, the will of

ill health,

God. Be

it further

Webster, D.D., Secretary.
Clarence C. Pinneo, Treasurer, 72 Wall Street.
New York, to whom contributionsmay be sent.

City.

MULTIGRAPH FOR SALE

In

THE AMERICAN SEAMEN’S

The Women’s Missionary

Resolved, That copies of these Resolutions be
Wanted, a Christian home and lenal adoption
sent to the family, the Christian Intelligencer.
for Doris, one of the Saviour’s most lovely, but
and records in the Minutes of our Society.
^ggelesB, ffirls. She is nine years old, no rela(Mrs.) R. W. PLUSCH.
tJm Also, for Doris’ sister, fourteen years old.
(Mrs.) F. H. Kortz.
Address Guardian, c|o Christian Intelligencer.
25 Bast
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AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY

(Organised 1825)
century-old
and approved agency of the
tions of the three major Bible Societies
Churches for the publicationand circulation of
functioning throughout the world: the Christian Literature in 50 languages.
American Bible Society, the British and
Distributedlast year 5,585.879 pieces of literaForeign Bible Society, the National Bible ture where the need was greatest.
The Society is vigorouslycounteracting the orSociety of Scotland, as well as some mis- ganized and Increasing atheistic assaults on the
sionary organizations and others.
Christian faith, especially among our new AmeriThe latest book from the press is the cans.
WILL YOU HELP by a personal Donation, by
Gospel of St. Mark in Mundang, a dialect a bequest in your Will, by the purchase of Anused in Africa and published by the nuity Bonds?
British
Foreign Bible Society. Donations and inquiries should be sent to 7
West 45th Street. New York City.
Through this same Society tribes in Bor-

The

and

and critic, replies to the proposition, neo have received the first complete New
Testament in Sea Dyak. With the ap“A book I should like to see written," in
pearance of this book the entire New

tist

this

wise:

Testament has appeared in 190

lan-

NEW YORK SABBATH
COMMITTEE

“I should like a new edition of the
(Incorporated)
guages. The complete- Bible has been
Bible in which its history and the facts
Organized
Incorporated 1884
published in 174 languages while porabout which there is no dispute among
Local, National and International. Secures, detions of the Bible and selections in 572
theologians are set out. The average
fends and enforces wholesome Sunday laws with
languages complete the total of 936.
the privilege of worship for everybody.
person is presented with a Bible, but is
The latest publication of the American
Its literature includes more than a hundred titles
told nothing whatever about the way in
besides
a periodical.
Bible Society is the Gospel of St. Mattwhich it came to be written, nor can he
Supported
by voluntary contributions.
hew in Keres, a dialect spoken by a tribe
Address correspondence and remittance to THE
learn this information from the book itof Indians in New Mexico. This is the NEW YORK SABBATH COMMITTEE. Room 281,
self. There is an extraordinary gap befirst complete Gospel to appear in this Bible House. New York City.
tween the Old and the New Testament,
Officers: Chairman, Charles F. Darlington;
tongue.
Treasurer,
E. Francis Hyde; Secretary, Duncan J.
but it is never filled in for the general
While it is estimated that some part McMillan.
reader. I should like to know, for exMEMBERSHIP represents the various denomiof the Scriptures appears on an average
ample, when and why polygamy was
nations. Catholic and Protestant. ,
every five weeks, the translations already
abolished by the Jews, and to have some
published must, from time to time, also
information about the attempts to revive
undergo revision in order to attain a
it or to start a system of communistic
greater faithfulness to the original Hemarriage which were made by the early
Educational Institution
brew and Greek, thereby laying an adChristians. I should like to see the books
ditional obligation on the Bible Societies.
of the New Testament arranged in the
order, so far as that is known, in which
they were written. The epistles of St.

1857

NEW BRUNSWICK
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

apparently, should be printed beBigots
fore the Synoptic Gospels. In other
Odd McIntyre, one of the country’s
words, I want a Bible carefully edited
by a great scholar, and if I were a mil- best known columnists, recently exlionaire, I would spend a part of my pressed his increasing irritation over
fortune in having this done. . . . Then the constant efforts of novelists, playI should like someone to write a novel wrights and scenarists to picture the rein which there is a hero. I am very sick ligious folk as smug, crude, disagreeable
and tired of books about plasticine peo- and bigoted, playing at martyrdom, and
ple and he-he-men and young women with "sicklied o’er by the pale cast of
ingrowing souls. I should like Parlia- thought." On the contrary, Mr. McInment to pass a law to prevent persons tyre nails such perversion of truth with
under the age of twenty-five from filling this uncompromising tribute: "I am
seven hundred and ninety-six pages with fortunate in knowing a number of earntheir juvenile bitterness about everybody estly religious people. They are the
and everything but themselves. I do not healthiest, happiest, and most prosperPaul,

my

acquaintances. Certainly
want to read another novel about a boy ous of
who kissed a girl in a bun-shop at Ox- they are the most tolerant. I have alford and felt that he must tell the world ways found the greatest bigotry among
about it. And I should like a law under non-churchmen."
which any author who mentions psycho- -N To be sure, we have long suspected
analysis shall be cruelly put to death.” this to be true, but our modesty has impelled us to say little about it. We may
confess, however, that it sounds rather
good to have a metropolitan journalist
Editions of the Bible
size up the situation so admirably, and
Tho Bible or some part of it has ap- especially to have him admit that the
peared in 936 languages and dialects ac- campaign of the supposed sophisticates
cording to a statement just issued by and intelligentsiato paint religious
the American Bible Society. This figure, folks as a sad combination of knave and

FOUNDED

1784

Year 1933-84 Begins September 20

FACULTY
John H. Raven.

D.D ............... Old

Testament
John W. Beardslee, Jr., Ph.D.,D.D., New Testament
Edward S. Worcester, D.D.. .St/stematie Theology
Theodore Floyd Bayles, D.D.. .. Practical Theology
Milton J. Hoffman, D.D ........... Church History
William A. Weber, D.D ....... Religious Education
Louis H. Holden. Ph.D., D.D ....... .English Bible
W. H. S. Demarest. D.D .LL.D.. Constitution, R.C.A.

Milton T. Stauffer, D.D., F.R.G.S ....... Missions
Justin Williams ........................ Elocution

LIBRARY

— 65,000

Edward S. Worcester, D.D

VOLUMES

.....

B.D. and Th.M.

Associate Librarian

DEGREES

Conferred by Rutgers University

Address Dr.

W. H. S. Demarest,

New

President

Brunswick. N. J.

936

This particular libel has pretty well
petered out. Yes, there are bigots in
the Church; but those outside are not
only more numerous, but also more lawln which no duplication of languages or fool is at least beginning to give less, cruel and unjust.— R e f o r m e d
dialects occurs, represents the publica- thoughtful writers a pain in the neck. Church Messenger.
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May
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Gift: ‘‘Congratulate me!
I ve just
thought of something clever.’
Wife: “Beginner’s luck.” — Nebraiki

PASTORS TELL US
That young people who go to STONY BROOK CONFERENCE not only give
a good report of what they enjoyed, but also go to work intelligentlyas leaders in the work with and for young people. There is something about this
Conference which helps people to discover themselves and what God intended
them to become.

Awgwan.

•ARKER’S

HAIR BALSAM
Ramorec Pandraff—Stopt Bair faille
Restores Color and
Beauty to Gray and Faded Hafe
•Or. and $1.00 at druL’^iRti.
Ultooz Cbem. Works. Fatch<>i:ue,]f(y

Plan at once for the coming Conference, July 15-22, 1933. Write the Educational Secretary for particulars.Address 25 East 22nd Street,

New York

City.

Officers of

BELFAST CONFERENCE AND EDUCATIONAL PILGRIMAGE

Church Boards

GENERAL SYNOD -

Rev. Edward

Dawioi.

D.D.. President, Passaic. N. J. Rev. John JL
Ingham, D.D., Stated Clerk ad interim, c|o Pro^
join the Pilgrimage of Presbyterian and Re- gress Council, 26 East 22nd Street. New York
formed Church people in connection with the City, to whom all communications for Gewri]
Synod should be sent. Rev. James M. Martin
Belfast Conference.
Through historic centers of education and re- D.D., Permanent Clerk, Holland. Mich. Mr. BobMen of Champoeg. By Caroline C. Dobbs.
and regions of scenic beauty in Ireland. ert H. Robinson, Treasurer, 25 East 22nd Street
To most of the readers of the “Chris- ligion
England, Scotland. Holland to Heidelberg and New York
tian Intelligencer” the title of this book Geneva. Unusual social contacts.
BOARD OF DIRECTION— Mr. Wm. L. Brower
Sailing: SS. WASHINGTON, June 7.
will mean nothing. But to those who
President
; Rev. Joseph R. Duryee, D.D., Mr. w!
Inclusive rates: 1493 to $668 according to aclive in the great Northwest the Men of commodations. Prompt bookings necessary.
Edward Foster, Mr. Wm. G. Gaston. Mr. Chai. L
Livingston, Mr. George Tiffany, Directors; Mr.
Champoeg rank with the men of LexingFor further information:
Robert
H. Robinson, Treasurer.
ton in the strenuous days of the Revolu- World Acquaintan.v Travel, Inc., 56 W. 45th St.,
N.
Y. C., or
tion, for by the action they took on a
BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS - Rw.
The nearest office of the United States Line.
Frank
B. Seeley, D.D.. President; Rev. S. Vand«r
certain day the question was forever setWerf, D.D., Field Secretary; Rev. James S. Kktled whether the great territory now
tell, D.D., Secretary ; Mr. Charles W. Osborne.
known as Oregon should be under the mained there until 1908, when he ac- Treasurer.
British flag or the Stars and Stripes. cepted
call to the First Reformed

City.

Perhaps those who live on the Atlantic
seaboard are too distant from the Pacific
coast to be intimately acquainted with
the struggles that were waged by the
partisans in the days of the 30’s and 40’s
of the nineteenth century, but knowledge will broaden the sympathies and
strengthen the patriotism of any who
read about them. With present day information of the beautiful cities of Ore-

;

Pacific University,

ized should hold allegiance to the United
States. Ninety years is not such a long

time ago, but when it is remembered
that the great majority of the men were
of mature years, and that they wandered
over wide ranges before they went to
their reward, the task that Mrs. Dobbs
set out to solve approaches the stupendous. This was nothing less than to prepare a series of brief biographies of the

Men

of

Champoeg. Several

years were

devoted to the great task, and the book
under review is the result. Further, a
good many of the graves of the men
have been marked with bronze tablets,
under the auspices of the D. A. R. The

,
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BOARD OF EDUCATION—

This number is frequently used in the
Bible. On the 7th day, God ended His

Mr. Francis B. Sanford. President; Rev. Willard D. Brown. DJ)
Secretary ; Mr. J. Wilson Gordon, Treasurer.

BOARD -OF PUBLICATION AND BIBLE
ark SCHOOL
WORK— Rev. Daniel G. Verwey. Pr«itouched the ground and in 7 days a dove dent ; Lucius W. Ulne, Business Agent, to whoa
all business communicationsshould be addressed;
was sent out.
Abram Duryee, Educational Secretary ; Ret.
Abraham pleaded 7 times for Sodom. Rev.
Edward Niles. D.D., Corresponding Secretary;
Jacob served 7 years for Rachel, mourned Mr. John F. Chambers, Treasurer.
7 days for Joseph and was pursued a
THE MINISTERS' FUND, administeringThe
7 days journey for Laban.
Disabled Ministers' Fund, The Widows' Fund, and
A plenty of 7 years and a famine of The MinisterialPension Fund: — Rev. Joseph R7 years were foretold In Pharaoh’s dream Duryee. D.D., President; Mr. William E. Reed.
by 7 fat and 7 lean beasts and 7 ears of Treasurer : Rev. George C. Lenington. D.D., Executive Secretary.
full and 7 ears of blasted corn.
On the 7th day of the 7th month the PROGRESS COUNCIL-Rev. Thomas H. Macchildren of Israel fasted 7 days and re- kenzie, D.D., Chairman ; Rev. JoKu A. Ingham.
mained 7 days in tents. Every 7 years D.D., Secretary; F. M. Potter, L.H.D., Treasurer.
the land rested; every 7th year all bondCENTRAL COLLEGE ENDOWMENT AND
men were free and the law was read CONTINGENT
FUND— Hon. H. J. Vanden Ben.
Treasurer, Pella, Iowa.
to the people.
In the destruction of Jericho, 7 priests
HOPE COLLEGE ENDOWMENT AND CONbore 7 trumpets 7 days; and on the 7th TINGENT FUND-Mr. C. J. Dregman. Treas
day they surrounded the walls 7 times; urer, Holland. Mich.
and at the end of the 7th round the walls
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. NEW BRUNSfell.
WICK, N. J.— Mr. Robert H. Robinson, Treasurer
Solomon was 7 years building the temWESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY,
ple, and feasted 7 days at its dedication. HOLLAND. MICH. — Mr. Robert H. Robinson.
In the tabernacle were 7 lamps and the Treaaurcr.
golden candlestick had
branches. MISSIONARY EDUCATION DEPARTMENTNaaman washed 7 times in the Jordan. Committee in Charge: F. M. Potter. L.H.D., Mim
Eliza P. Cobb, Rev. J. S. KitteU. D.D., Miss Helen
Job’s friends sat with him 7 days and M Brickman. Rev. Abram Duryee, Rev. Willard
7 nights and offered 7 bullocks and 7 D. Brown, D.D„ Miss Sue Weddell, Secretary.
rams as an atonement.
Checks and money orders should always be modi
-In the Revelation we read 7 churches, to the order of the Board, Committee, or Fund
7 candlesticks, 7 stars, 7 trumpets, 7 which they are intended. Never insert ojjleerf
names.
plagues, 7 thunders, 7 veils and a 7
headed monster.— Christian Intelligencer, Address of all except where otherwise indicated

work. The 7th month Noah’s

closing chapters contain many interesting reminiscences of those early days.-—
the marriages recorded by one of the
early missionaries,the subscribers lists
of one of the pioneer papers, etc.
What makes it more interesting to
readers of the “Christian Intelligencer”
is the fact that the author was formerly
a mistress of the manse in two Reformed
churches in the east. Her husband, Rev.
John Francis Dobbs, D.D., began his pastoral work in the Mott Haven Church,
Bronx, New York City, in 1898, and re- December 8, 1870.

1

Treasurer.

at Forest Grove, Oregon, where he still
BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS AND THE
remains, optimistic and capable as ever. ARABIAN MISSION— Rev. . H. E. Cobb. D.D..
President ; Rev. W. I. Chamberlain, Ph.D., CorIt is a pleasure to know that the Re- responding Secretary : Rev. W. J. Van Kcrsen.
formed Church can start such literary D.D., District Secretary ; F. M. Potter. L.HJ)..
gon and Washington, their beautiful forces, even if it cannot keep them in AssociateSecretary and Treasurer.
farming lands, their towering mountains its train forever. (Metropolitan Press,
WOMAN'S nOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS
and their great forests of gigantic trees, Portland, Oregon, $1.50.)
—Mrs. DeWitt Knox. President; Miss Eliza P.
it is an effort to picture conditions a
Cobb. Corresponding Secretary; Miss 0. H. Lawrence,
Editorial ana Educational Secretary;Mia
century or less ago, when all that vast
Anna F. Bacon. Treasurer : Mrs. J. W. Beardikt
territory was uninhabited save by trapJr., Seminary Place, New Brunswick, N. J., Can-

pers, Indians and a few adventurous
spirits with the craving for exploration.
The book tells of this development,
and it is the first attempt to trace out
the careers of those hardy pioneers. Immense labor has been given to the compilation of this book by Mrs. Dobbs. She
has sought to trace the life sketch of
each one of those men who got together
in 1843 and voted, by an extremely close
vote, that the government to be organ-

Numl

^

a
CHURCH BUILDING FUND-Mr. Charles W.
Church of Syracuse, N. Y. He remained Osborne, Treasurer.
there until 1915, when he went into the
WOMEN'S BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS
Congregational Church, and became pas- —Mrs.
John S. Bussing, Honorary President Mr*.
tor at Malden, Mass., where he remained James E. Graham, President ; Miss Helen M. Brickuntil 1925. He then accepted a call to man, General Secretary ; Miss Helen G. Voorhiia
become President of
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