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STUDY TO BE QUIET
fFHESE

familiar words, from I Thessalonians 4:11,
are peculiarly appropriate at this present time. On
Friday, April 7th, very early in the morning, the epoch
of absolute prohibition of alcoholic liquor in the United
States ceased, and the Volstead Act, with all its state
counterparts, came to an end. The public press and the
radio combined to acquaint the citizens of the nation
with the beauty of the new era. In vivid description of
the glories of the former days, the radio voices told of
the comfort and good cheer of the saloons of old, and
the press labored to convince those who read that beer
should be on every table for nursing mothers, babies
and growing children, for convalescents, athletes, society belles and statesmen, business men and soldiers,
sailors, chauffeurs and pilots, engineers of locomotives,
and every other kind and description of workers. This
is only the beginning of the new era, and no one can
venture to predict what the outcome will be.
For the present, religion, with all its teachings, is absolutely ignored by the leaders of thought and opinion.
On the one hand, the men who are heading the revolution of custom, from the President down, are too jubilant over their victory to think of the overthrow in
thought and ideals which the change involves. They
discount the effect upon the minds and habits of fifty
million children and youths, who have never seen public
drinking, and the majority of whom have never tasted
any alcoholic beverage. They ignore the objections of
sincere Christian people, who seem to be in the minority
because of the ingenious manner in which the campaign
for the return of liquor has been handled. Crowd psychology has had a victory, but there will come a time
when the fit of hysteria w'ill pass away and a sober
recognition of the situation will become possible.
In the meantime, Paul’s advice to the Thessalonians
is singularly appropriate. In old Thessalonica things
were in a turmoil, twenty centuries ago, and the little
group of followers of Jesus Christ, — reformers, they
could be considered, — were meeting opposition. Among
them were men and women who needed admonition, and
very plain advice, and Paul told them that they themselves must be free from sin before they could expect
others to accept their Leader as Lord. Hence he exhorted them to “study to be quiet, and to do your own
business, and to work with your hands.” This is excellent advice for today, so far as the attitude of the
Christian community toward the prohibition repeal is
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concerned. With the aim of the anti-prohibitionists
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jokes which are bound to come. The example of the
Master should be kept in mind, “who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, threatened
not; but committed himself (margin, “his cause,”) to
him that judgeth righteously.”

Truly, the ideal of the temperance cause has not
been lowered, in the minds and hearts of those who
worked and prayed for the Eighteenth Amendment,

however much the present situation may seem to discredit it. Unless the effect of the present entering
wedge is totally different from the record of previous
years, it will not be long before the crimes which caused
its suppression in 1919 will be again in

evidence. Alco-

hol, however it may be mixed or disguised, has not
changed its nature through the centuries, and as Moffatt
translates Proverbs 23:31-35, — It glides down smoothly
at the first, but in the end it bites like any snake, it
stings you like an adder. You will be seeing odd things,
you will be saying queer things ; you will be like a man
asleep at sea, asleep in the midst of a storm; you will
mutter, “I was hit, not hurt, I was beaten, but I feel
nothing! When ever will morning come, till I can get

drunk again?”
In this period of quietness, pastors can fortify the
minds of their people in the righteousness of the ca.use
of temperance. The indictments against alcoholic beverages still stand, and very probably new ones will soon
be in evidence from the experiences of some who become addicted to imbibing liquor. Teachers can still
show the young the evils of drinking, and all too probably there will be no lack of specimens of the work being done visible on the streets. Fathers and mothers
should instruct their children on the matter, giving their
reasons for abstinence. Pledge taking should be revived, and some form of organization might well be devised to rally the youth of the next generation for the
battle that is sure to come in the course of the years.
And above all, prayer for guidance, courage and patience

should be offered daily. For this is no ordinary test
that has been thrust upon the Church of Christ.
Whether consciously planned or not, the coming again
of liquor puts Christianity in America fairly and squarely into a battle which will test it to the foundations.

The

call to Christians, then, is, during this period of

readjustment to a former and lower standard of morals
in the nation, “Take it in quietness, attend to your own
work.” There should be a revival of former personal
piety, and a giving up of points of view which in the
light of the present situation are seen to have compromised the cause of Christ. There should be a maintenance of the organized projects for the furtherance
of the Message of Christ to the world, and there must
be a fuller dedication to His service, even unto death.
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Spring, the Soul Tonic
By

J. P.

APRIL

Winter

The crusted snow, the biting wind, is left behind
As, stooping under boughs snow laden still,
I step on steaming moss. The sun, I find,
E’en now with warmth

my

circling glade can

fill.

A hawk, disturbed, flies off with whir of wings,
And wind-borne caws announce some passing crows.
Beyond the hemlock screen a streamlet sings,
Then strangles with a sudden fall of snow.

—

The creaking tree tops sway, and all around
Brown cone-bells jiggle on the hemlock green.
Above, the driving swan-clouds make no sound
Against the pliant boughs, content, I lean.

—

/"VN

7th,

1933

this date, in the United States, the repeal

of the Volstead Act went into effect, authorising the sale of beer and wines of an alcoholic
content of 3.2%. In all the states, with a very few
exceptions, immediate steps are being taken to obtain votes to repeal the Eighteenth Amendment.
Information in the daily press on this same day
is to the effect that the present government of
Germany is taking measures to create a Church
for the people which will not recognize the Old
Testament, but will substitute for its teachings the
stories from Germanic mythology.

The

latest

news from Russia describes the

suc-

cess of the Soviet government in its education of

A ONE MINUTE SERMON
By Rev. Marion Gerard Gosseunk

the rising generation, whereby the children are
trained in a code of morals which totally discredits
the idea of God. Ninety million youths are being
taught that there is no God.

Here

XXXI. Prayer

IITE

need not shun

Why
5:17.

men and be dreamers in

f

order to live a life of communion with God.
It does not mean that we must lay aside our occupations and becopie mystic recluses. Look at the
f

example Jesus set! Was He not a busy man?
Yet note the time He spent in prayer and communion with His Father.
The disciples marvelled at His powers of endurance, but He said, “I have meat to eat that ye
know not of.” He derived strength from the infinite reservoirs of God.

Wherever we are, in the midst of our occupations, we can lay hold on Him through prayer.

One Way

of Witnessing

By Mrs. Henry J. Scudder, Punganur, India
ITIOR us in Punganur Christmas really began on DeJ/ cember 20, when in response to an invitation to
“come to the Mission Bungalow for a Christmas Party
for Hindu Ladies” thirty-eight ladies accepted and came.

The Mission

car

made

James Moffatt’s translation of

the

Second Psalm:

Life

“Pray mthout ceasing”
— I Thessalonians

is Dr.

are the pagans seething,
and the nations vainly plotting,
headed by kings of the world,

and monarchs making plans
against the Eternal and his chosen
crying, “Let us snap their ties,
and fling off their control” ?
Throned in heaven, he laughs,
the Lord mocks at them:
then in wrath he speaks to them,
scares them with his fury.
The Eternal’s edict let me tell:
“I, I have installed my king
on Sion, on my sacred hill.”
Let me

one,

the Eternal’s message
“You are now my son,
this day am I your father;
ask, and I make you masters of pagans,
lo*-d over all the ends of the earth ;
you can maul them with an iron mace,
and shatter them like potter’s ware!"
tell

:

So, kings, be wise
you rulers of the world, take warning;
worship the Eternal reverently,
shudder and submit to him,
do homage to him truly lest he be angry
;

and you end in ruin
for his anger quickly flames happy are all who shelter beside him!
;

several trips to the center of the

town and back, bringing beautifully dressed women,
many of them with two or three small children.
Feeling sure these ladies would not come if they had
to walk the mile out to the Bungalow, and knowing that
there is not one “jutka” or bullock cart in the town, I
offered them the use of the car, Punganur ladies of the
"official” class do not go out far from their homes,
though they are not really “gosha.” One or two have
their own cars and the men folk use the many busses
that pass through the town. It is because of the many
busses that there is not a “jutka” or small bullock cart
here. Petrol has driven away the ponies!
Our guests were invited for 3:30 o’clock, and by 4
o’clock our living room was filled. The ladies who came
by car also sat on chairs! I had placed a few chairs
around the edges of the room, leaving the center for
those who would sit on the rugs. But I had to bring

in more chairs, as I had not counted quite enough!
They were a pretty sight, with their gay saris, many of
them exquisite in color and texture; their glossy black
hair, ornamented with white or yellow flowers, and many
jewels on necks, arms, ankles, ears and noses. For they
had paid me the honor of dressing in their best clothes.
The small children provided interest and amusement,
and some of them had to be passed from one to another
many times, to be kept quiet. We began the entertainment with some records on the gramophone, using as
many Telugu ones as I had, with some amusing ones
among them. Then two of our school girls, invited to
help entertain, played and sang several times, with the
Harmonium. This is a box with a key-board, and a
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bellows at the back

worked with the

hand, while the
right hand plays the keys. It is placed on the floor,
and is a very popular accompaniment to singing. Our
little girls were much appreciated and applauded. We
teach this accomplishment in our Hindu Girls’ School
here, and it is a great attraction.
After this music the Pastor’s wife, who with another
Bible Woman were the only Christians present, gave a
little talk on the Birth of Jesus, and why we Christians
are so happy at the Christmas season. She had some
pictures, and the two Bible Women interspersed the
story with songs. This is very Indian, indeed, and it
holds the attention often when just talking fails.
I had provided myself with a sufficient number of
booklets to give one to each woman present. They are
a "Pictorial Birth of Jesus,” prettily bound in bright
blue covers, with the Bible words on the back, otherwise every page a picture, illustrating the Story. They
left

(golbtn lUnmber&up lundjeon
fTlHE culminating event of the Golden Anni-

X

versary of the Women’s Board of Domestic
Missions will be a luncheon held on May 1st, at
one o’clock, at the Hotel Gotham, corner of Fifth
Avenue and Fifty-fifth Street, New York. Preceding the luncheon, a reception will be held at quarter past twelve o’clock in honor of Mrs. John S.
Bussing, who in 1893 was made President of the
Women’s Executive Committee later called the
(

Women’s Board of Domestic Missions) and

and consecration.
Mrs. John S. Allen, who for twenty-one years
was Corresponding Secretary of the Board, will be
the presiding officer at the luncheon. The speakers
will be Rev. Joseph R. Sizoo, D.D., and Rev. Fred
De Jong. Dr. Sizoo is a graduate of New Brunswick Theological Seminary, was ordained a minister of the Reformed Church, served as a missionary in South India for a short period, and is now
pastor of the New York Avenue Presbyterian
Church in Washington, D. C. He is a speaker of
great spiritual power. Rev. Fred De Jong has
been the Board’s missionary in McKee, Kentucky,
for many years, is devoted to the mountain people

and we hope they emphasised the words they had listened to. With these, and
colored cards (not always Christmas cards, but all
seemed very pleased.

Refreshments were then passed, consisting of- plaintains and certain hard sweets to be had in the Bazaar,
Betel nut, properly mixed in festival fashion with sugar
and condiments, and lastly, flowers, while the gramophone played “Silent Night, Holy Night.” By 5:30 the
ladies began to ask permission to go, — “it was time to
begin the cooking,” "the children were tired,” etc., and
very soon our party was over.
over and done, I wonder ? Or does a memory
linger in some hearts of the love and friendliness of
Jesus? We do hope those little blue booklets are looked
at and thought of in some homes, and those simple little
pictures are carrying the Good News to some hearts.
I was mucn pleased that twelve ladies, who are not
pupils of our Bible Women, accepted our invitation. All
of them are wives of “Officials,” who may not be here
But is

it

Christmas. They come and go so constantly.
One young woman, the wife of our Health Inspector,
has gone already, being transferred on January 1st.
She is a sweet young girl, of the “Reddy” caste, with

another

and I do hope she has carried with her
from Punganur a memory that will influence her life

her first baby,

and that of her child.

Another satisfaction to me was to receive from two
of the ladies I had invited notes saying they were ill,
and so could not come. It just showed a friendly spirit,
and that is what we are earnestly trying to cultivate
here. Our funds are depleted, our work is cut down
but friendliness costs nothing in rupees, though it may
cost much in ourselves, — and it also will bring in much
in reward. In these days may God help us to find ways
of reaching out which do not depend on our budgets of
rupees, annas and pies. While the money grows less
may we not depend more and more on God, “Who giveth
;

the

and has built up a community church, the influence
of which is deeply felt all through Jackson County.
The beautiful voice of Sue Harvard, the soprano
soloist of the Marble Collegiate Church, will be
heard in special songs. All Life Members of the
Women’s Board of Domestic Missions will be
specially honored at the luncheon. It is requested
that when request for luncheon reservation is sent
to the Board office, all those who are Life Members of the Board signify the fact in their request.
Through the courtesy of the management of the
Hotel Gotham, the luncheon will be served at the
moderate price of seventy-five cents; tipping will
be provided for. Tables will be arranged to seat
ten guests and any woman securing ten reservations may serve as hostess at her table. It is suggested that Church, Society or Classis groups arrange to sit together. There will be special tables
for Camp Eendracht girls and members of the
Young Women’s Leagues for Service. Tables will
be assigned in the order of their reservation.

Reservations for the luncheon with check for
tickets enclosed should be sent to Mrs. John H.
Rumph, 25 East 22nd Street, New York.
The Golden Anniversary luncheon will be of
equal interest to men and to women, and we are
looking forward to welcoming many of the ministers of the Church, and friends of the denomination.

# * * f

increase.”

No

New York Drys Called to

for

thirty-two years served the Board with wisdom

were really very attractive,

bright and pretty) the guests
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Rally at Syracuse

Five hundred men and women representing every
county and nearly every church denomination have
signed the Call for the Conference of church groups,
Granges and influential business and professional people, which will meet in Syracuse for two days, April
25th and 26th. At this Conference they will organize
to oppose the return of the liquor power, and delegates
will be appointed to oppose Ratification of the Repeal

*

offering will be taken at the Golden Anni-

versary luncheon. All auxiliaries have received a
letter from Miss Helen G. Voorhees, Treasurer of
the Board, dated March 3rd, and they will doubtless wish to send to the Board their “sacrificial
gifts” before the end of April, which is also the
end of the fiscal year.

Every

Resolution at the State Convention.

two sides, the shady side and the
sunny side. When two men shake hands and part, mark

All friends of the Eighteenth Amendment in New
York State are invited to participate in the Conference.

which of the two takes the sunny side; he will be the
young man of the two.— Edward Bulwer Lytton.

street has
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INCOME OF THE BOARDS
Covering the

rpHE

Eleven Months of the Fiscal Year

First

show receipts of the Boards from
sources toward current budgets for eleven
the current fiscal year. They are cause for

25.3%. It has been hoped for some months that the
total receipts for this year, up to May 1, would approximate $550,000. This would mean that somewhat over

increasing anxiety to every friend of our denomination-

$150,000 rhust be received in April, as against $172,000
in April, 1932, and $223,000 in April, 1931. No prediction is ventured now, only the hope that all will cooperate in ending the year as well as possible. The responses to the Easter Gift appeal promise to yield a substantial sum, which will be added to the ordinary re-

X

figures below

living

months of

work. The effect of the “Bank Holidays” in February and March is clearly seen. As March and April

al

are always the months of largest receipts, the closing
of the banks was very unfortunate for the Boards. In
March, 1931, receipts were $78,880; in March, 1932,
$66,334; this year, $34,699, a drop of 47.7% from last
year, and of

56% from

1931.

moneys be

The total loss shown in the

sent not later than

—

MAY

1,

1932,

TO MARCH

Church
R. F.

M.

W. B.

Churches & Men’s Organizations $92,016
Bible Schools & Y. P. Societies
19,220

F.

M.

7.809

13,774

Totals ..........................$125,908

$73,252

ELEVEN MONTHS

Men’s Organizations $118,667

&

Bible Schools

—

$21,452

Y. P. Societies
Y. W. League Ifor Service ......
Women’s Societies ......

25,863

Individuals

18,030

9,816

Totals ......................... / $162,560

$96,565

Shall

.

.

.

We

.

.

..... \

Do-Away With the

9.904

$66,964 $10,185

MAY

1931,

18,149

1,264

6,880

1.952

448

29,565

$62,587

$35,030

$3,870

$13,095

$4,973

$395,864

$4,406
498

$13,169

$6,478

$312,157

$22,631
11,373

$38,649
1,985

$94,765

$41,028

X

Synods show that there
is not an activity of this body that cannot either be referred to the General Synod or else be eliminated altogether without affecting the work of the Lord. In
these minutes we find first of all the matter of the “synodical minutes.” These minutes, particularly those of
of the Particular

the General Synod, are already taken up by each Classis

some time before the Particular Synod meets so that it
is purely a duplication here. Next comes the classical
report on the state of religion. These are often published in our church papers. Practically all that Parti-

68,567

69.037
16,429

$90,483 $16,713

question has often been asked, “Why the Particular Synod?” In normal times many leaders in
the Church have held the opinion that it is unnecessary.
Now, in this time of financial stress, when expenses of
every kind must be reduced and all that is not absolutely
necessary must be eliminated, the question is more pertinent than ever.

4

31, 1932

9,472

mHE

11.242

60

110

By Rev. John Vander Beek

$235,847
50,644

6

122
272

THE PARTICULAR SYNOD

TOTALS

2,110

43,157

the continuance of the Particular Synods, written by
Rev. Charles E. Corwin and in this week’s issue of The
Leader Rev. John Vander Beek, of Holland, Mich., writes
an article on the same subject. As the two brethren
seem to have diverse views on the subject, it seems
wise to print both articles at once, so that everyone may
know the arguments pro and con. Editor.)

$10,985

Wid.

Fund
$4,913

315

47,096

(By what appears to be an undesigned coincidence
an article was to appear in this issue on the subject of

Min.

Fund

4,538

8,132

Particular

Dis.

129
375

8,297

967

&
W.

$3,104

TO MARCH

$71,367 $15,339

Synods?

The minutes

1,

B. S.

$32,568

29,886
1

Pub.

tion

$15,094

38,548
891

31, 1933

EducaM.

6,189

6.602

&

$9,623
562

R. D.

5,047

14,672

Churches

Bldg Fd.W.

M.

$52,298

W. League for Service ......
Women’s Societies .............

/

B. D.

$15,247

Y.

Individuals .....................

1.

table is $134,240, or

ELEVEN MONTHS
Source

May

5

90.381

90

3,180

165

42,101

$4,999

$16,349

$6,643

$530,104

cular Synod does with these reports is to compile them
and publish them in its minutes. The statistical tables
are valuable for reference, but they are also contained
in the minutes of General Synod and could therefore be
dispensed with. In regard to the minutes of the Classes,
which are laid before Particular Synod for examination,
if this be deemed essential, they can be taken to the
General Synod as well for examination.

The communications of the Boards of the Church and
educational institutions to the Particular Synod are,
ordinarily, but duplications of those sent to the Classes

a few weeks earlier. The appointment of delegates to
the General Synod is but mere routine. The nomination of members to the Boards of Trustees and Superintendents of our educational institutions could be dispensed with by continuing them as they are for another
year. Perhaps such appointments could be dropped altogether without any loss to the institutions nor the
cause of education for each Classis has its representative there and the nominees of the Particular Synod
never give a report of their work to the body that sends
them and are not expected to.
Perhaps the only matter of business that the Particular Synod is called upon to do that is neither duplication
nor routine is that of judicial cases that have appealed
from the Classes. Often there are none at all. And
when there are such cases, they can very readily be
taken direct to the General Synod, the highest judicatory of the Church.
But what does it cost the Church to hold a Particular Synod? In the Particular Synod of Iowa every
communicant member in all of its churches is assessed
1.6 cents each. This assessment for a Classis the size of
East Sioux alone amount to $63.22. This is divided
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proportionately by Classia among its churches and
added to the classical dues of each church. In the Particular Synod of Chicago, the assessment is a trifle less,
being ll/4 cents per communicant member. This makes
the assessment for a Classis of the size of the Classis
of Holland $102.13. These assessments do not provide
for the travelling expenses of the delegates to Particular
Synod nor the expenses of entertainment by the entertaining church. Nor does this take into account the
time that the delegates are spending while there. Are
we justified in spending the Lord’s money for such as
that in a time like this?

Jtlj>

E.

Corwin

The Consistory of one of our churches deemed
it impossible to make an Easter offering for the
Boards, by reason of the pressure of local need.

The

has sent in a
personal contribution from himself and his wife.
He ends his letter thus: “Trusting that you may
have more encouragement from other sources.”
pastor, regretting this action,

*****

A pastor from Iowa writes: “We intend

•%TO temptation is testing the Reformed Church at
this time but such as is common to all her sister
denominations. In fact it is probable that she is suffering less than are many others.
In these times of financial stress the subject of the
Particular Synods comes again to the front. Although
the Particular Synods have a long and honorable history they seem in many circles to be lacking in appreciation. However, this is nothing new, for as far back
as 1820 the suggestion was made that these Synods be
abolished and the same suggestion has been repeated
from time to time during the last century.
I believe that the Particular Synods should be retained and if possible made more effective for the following reasons:

—

1.

They have a

religious-socialvalue.

Caster Cift

A LENTEN APPEAL FOR SELF-SACRIFICE

THOUGHTS ON THE PARTICULAR SYNOD
By Rkv. Charles

245

The members

to use

the envelopes and pamphlets as a help to some
personal sacrifices during the season of Lent.
We are not thinking of the great gifts, — there is
very little ready cash in the West, — but of the little things, of selfish luxuries, adding them up with
pennies and nickels and, possibly, dimes, then to
make this offering on Easter Day.”
little

*****

A

pastor on the Hudson River writes that his
church “believes that Christ was declared to be

the Son of God with power by the resurrection
from the dead, . . . The message of Easter is
‘Go quickly and tell.’
“Therefore ... it will be our privilege and
pleasure to participate in the recommendation of
the President of General Synod.”

each Classis become well acquainted with each other,
but often do not have much fellowship with their breth-

of

ren beyond narrow Classical

bounds. The widening of

acquaintance which comes through the Particular Synod,
especially to the elders, seems to me to be a matter of
some small value.
2. The Particular Synod has an important function in
relieving the General Synod of delaying duties. In these
times when every hour of the session of the General
Synod is grudged because of expense, the saving often
accomplished by the humble Particular Synod should be
appreciated. Last spring a matter of discussion headed
straight for the General Synod was stopped in one of
the Particular Synods. If it had reached the General
Synod it would have kept that body in session at least
one day longer than usual. One day of the General
Synod costs more than several sessions of the Particular Synod.
3. The publication of the Ecclesiastical Changes and
of the items regarding the local churches in the Minutes
of Particular Synod makes easily accessible historical
matter which will be of value to future historians of the
Church. This matter is published nowhere else and is

important although

many persons do not

appreciate

such facts until it is too late.
Over against these advantages some people place the
expense of the Particular Synods. This, at least in the
case of the Particular Synod of New Brunswick, seems
hardly worthy of mention. The entire cost of that
Synod is three-quarters of a cent per member per year.
So the expense to each member in a whole year is the
value of one-fourth of one postage stamp! This seems
almost too small to talk about.
But even this expense could be decreased from ten to
twenty dollars a year for each Synod if the Stated
Clerks of the Synods would agree to have their minutes
all printed in one place,— the place where the Minutes
of General Synod are printed. With mail facilities as
good as they are this could easily be done by the most
distant Particular Synod.

A

Visit

to Amarah, Arabia

By Miss Ruth Jackson

TERE

Amarah, having returned with
XX Miss Dalenberg, as she passed through Basrah.
Already I have seen many of my old friends among the
poor, who have come to see us here or at the church.
And some of my girls have come also. Miss Dalenberg
had her Sunday school class before church, and there
were nearly fifty present. They sang their songs, reI am, visiting

cited Bible verses and stories, and behaved like cherubs.
It pleased

former

me immensely

little girls

to see quite

a number of my

in the group, and to see the progress

they have made.

Yesterday Mr. Moerdyke took us through the new
buildings, and it surely made me happy to see it all. Beside the nice chapel and the section for men’s work there
is a separate building of one large room for women’s
and children’s gatherings, which has its own enclosed
yard, — a fine playground. So, for work, the station is
beautifully equipped. The new house for the doctor is
fine, so housing, except for the single women, is well
provided for. I hope, when times are better, they can
get a more comfortable house, but they have made this
one look homelike and attractive, and it is convenient
to the hospital.

A Bayonne Record

Closed.

— After forty-four years

service in the First Church of Bayonne, N.

as officer
and teacher in the Sunday school, and eighteen years
as officer of the Church, Mr. Robert J. Hampton has resigned because of his removal to Bloomfield, N. J. In
twenty-three years in the Sunday school Mr. Hampton
was absent only three Sundays. Someone in Bloomfield
ought to be on the lookout for this worker. The editor
has known him for over twenty years as a faithful, efficient laborer in the vineyard.

J.,
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work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto

THE HOUSE OF THE
INTERPRETER
By Rev.

S.

Blocker

XXIII. Visions of

God

"VTOW it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the
i. 1 fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I
was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that
the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God."
(Ezek. 1:1.)

"Now

came to pass . . . that the heavens were
opened and I saw visions of God." These are the words
it

which matter most in the opening verse of the book of
Ezekiel. All the other words matter also. If you know
the story of Ezekiel you will understand why every
word matters. If you do not know how Ezekiel came to
be where he was, ask someone who knows to tell you
the story. What he had gone through is utter tragedy.
Here is what Ezekiel means to say, "Now it came to

when my

had been broken and blasted, that the
heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God. I had
been torn from my priestly office, taken from home and
country and made a captive in a foreign land. My prospects were blighted. The bottom had dropped out of
everything. Life did not seem to have anything further
for me. Some of my fellow captives lost all faith in
God. I heard others say they preferred death to captivity in an alien land. Now it came to pass that when
I was all but down and out and only a step from atheism
that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God.”
pass

life

was frightful for me as a priest of God to find my
countrymen and myself in circumstances which seemed
to give the lie to faith. I must admit with shame that
events had made me speechless. I had no message from
God. I did not grasp the trend of things. I could not
tell anyone what it was best to do. Now it came to
pass when I stood speechless and helpless before the
inscrutable ways of God’s providence, that the heavens
were opened and I saw visions of God.”
So it was and so it may be. With a field for a bed
and a rock for a pillow like Jacob, with a mountain for
a chair and a burning bush for a temple like Moses,
with a dead king and a broken heart to cast gloom over
life like Isaiah or with life in ruins at your feet like
Ezekiel, the possibility is always there of the heavens
opening, and of seeing visions qf God and hearing the
voice of the Eternal. Any moment may be the one when
a soul comes to “visions and revelations of the Lord.”
The atheist wrote on the blackboard, "God is
nowhere.” His little daughter with artless and inspired
simplicity read, “God is now here.” So it is. God is
always here.
"It

“Speak to Him thou for He hears, and Spirit

—

with Spirit can meet
Closer is He than breathing, and nearer than

hands and

"Now

feet.”

came to pass” when Ezekiel had almost more
to bear than flesh can stand, when he was at his wits’
end, when he had gone through enough to wreck everything, "that the heavens were opened” and he "saw
visions of God.” Pray “to behold the beauty of the
Lord.” “Enquire in his temple” or “by the river” or
wherever you like. Be of those who can say, "Out of
the depths have I cried unto thee, 0 Lord.” “Make us
glad according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted
us, and the years wherein we have seen evil. Let thy
it

their

children.”

There comes before our vision the striking figure of
one who was a true servant of God, the late Dr. G. J.
Kollen, for so long and so fruitfully president of Hope
College. He

conducting chapel devotions. He is leading in prayer. With stately utterance he is putting into
his prayer the petition which closes the Ninetieth Psalm.
How often we have heard him inspirit since and prayed
with him, “And let the beauty of the Lord our God be
upon us : and establish thou the work of our hands upon
us ; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.” That
is

prayer was Ezekiel’s experience. It is our experience
also in Christ. "We beheld His glory.” It is because
we have seen that we long to see. 0 you who have seen,
pray to see.

Lenten

Communion

Service for Ministers

of the Metropolitan

Area

Reformed Church ministers from various
parts of the Metropolitan Area gathered at Knox MemNearly

fifty

orial Chapel, 405

Monday, April

3,

West 41st

Street,

New York

City, on

1933, at 10:30 A. M., for a Lenten

de-

votional service, including the Sacrament of the Lord’s

Supper.
The opening sentences were read by Dr. John A. Ingham, after which the hymn, "In the Cross of Christ I
Glory,” was sung. Rev. James Edward Hoffman led in
the responsive reading of the 23rd Psalm. The Scripture Lesson was read by Dr. W. N. P. Dailey and prayer
was offered by the President of General Synod, Dr. Edward Dawson. After the hymn, “There is a Green Hill
Far Away,” the sermon was preached by Dr. Milton T.
Stauffer from the text, “Ye have not chosen Me but I
have chosen you and ordained you.” The sermon was a
very earnest presentation of the duty of the Christian
minister in this time of perplexity.

Rev. Dr. Henry Evertson Cobb took charge of the
Sacramental Service, reading the form from the Liturgy
and announcing the hymn, "Jesus, Thou joy of loving
hearts.” The Bread was administered by Rev. John
Gilmore Addy and the Cup by Dr. Winfred R. Ackert
The Elements were distributed by Rev. William Mager
and Dr. Clair Boyd Gahagen. Dr. William I. Chamberlain led in the closing responsive reading and offered
the prayer of Thanksgiving. The hymn, “Crown Him
with many crowns,” was then sung and the benediction
was pronounced by Dr. E. G. W. Meury, pastor of the
Knox Memorial Chapel.
------

- »

The Yonkers Lenten Preaching Fellowship
On Wednesday evening, April

the Yonkers, N. Y,
Fire Department received an alarm in South Yonkers,
and soon the heavy appartus was shrieking on its way;
but at Ludlow Street it found its progress stopped by a
great traffic jam of passenger cars. Only after moving
a few cars and sorting out the rest, could the engines
proceed on their way. As the engines hurried on, the
husky firemen turned to gaze at the crowd and wondered what could be going on that brought so many cars
in front of the Park Hill First Reformed Church.
Inside the church was the answer. - Rev. Paul E.
Baker, of the Lincoln Park Community Church (Reformed), was distributing the broken body of the Lord
to a large crowd of devout worshipers representing the
membership of the four Yonkers Reformed Churches.
It was the climax of twenty union services held in these
four churches. The service had opened with Rev. A. I.
Mann, of the Park Hill First Reformed Church, presid5,
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and Rev. F. Divoux Licht, of the Mile Square Reformed Church, reading the formula. Rev. Bernard
Montgomery, of the Crescent Place Reformed Church,

lug!

: P

whom were

selected

from each of

P E

R

PROBLEMS

DISCUSSED BY

distributed the cup to the people with the aid of twelve
Elders, three of

A
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the

four Consistories, and the service

was concluded.
The beginning of these Lenten Preaching Fellowship
^vNE of the puzzling household problems which has
services was several months ago. For some time Rev.
not been solved thus far is how delinquent subA. I. Mann had felt that the conditions were ripe for a
scribers should be dealt with so that they will not be
concentrated drive to increase the enthusiasm and zeal
provoked by what may appear to them to be the insistof the members of the Reformed Churches in Yonkers.
When the idea was mentioned to one of the other minis- ence of the office concerning payment, and yet may
realize the reality of the need for their checks. While
ters, and a like belief expressed, the plan was under
way. After several meetings of the four ministers, it the attempt is made by the form of notice to have every
subscriber become a personal friend of the paper, it is
was decided to hold services on Sunday, Monday, Tuesnot possible in the nature of things to consider every
day, Wednesday, and Thursday evenings for four weeks,
individual name separately. Clubs must be considered
one week in each church. The preaching was to be done
as a whole, and friends who are on lists have to be conby the four ministers in turn, and the music would be
sidered in relation to their geographical location. When
supplied from Monday to Thursday evenings by the
the close of a period of subscription approaches several
choirs of the four churches. Delegations were to be
notices are sent out, couched in as respectful words as
invited from each church to visit every other church.
With a good deal of wonder and expectation, the four have thus far been suggested, requesting a speedy return of the small sum asked for the year’s subscription.
ministers awaited the coming of the congregation at
Some of our good friends reply to the first notice, and
the Mile Square Church on the night of March 5th, the
others need a second reminder. And there are some
first service. The people began to arrive. Then a delewho will respond after the third notice. The cost of
gation of twenty-six people arrived from one of the
mailing so many hundred triplicate notices is quite conother churches. Other delegations, more people, and
siderable
the Lenten Preaching Fellowship services were starting
When clubs are approaching the end of their year a
with a crowded church and great enthusiasm. One of
notice is sent to the organizer, and if after a certain
the churches had planned to hold the meetings in homes
!

during its week; but this was given up for the larger period no reply is received notices are sent to each memchurch auditorium. There followed a fine week at the ber, in fear that the agent is not active, for some cause
Park Hill First Church, beginning March 12th. On the or other.
Now, in all this the thought of the office is purely
19th the services opened in the Crescent Place Church.
On Wednesday evening of this week, when delegations friendly. But when no reply is received from subwere present from all four churches, one of the minis- scribers after these notices, it becomes the conviction of
the office that the paper is not longer desired, and the
ters, coming down from the pulpit during the sermon,
name is removed from the list.
could not find a seat left in the church ! The final week
Let it be understood that if any subscriber wishes to
was held in the Lincoln Park Church.
Now that these interesting services are concluded have the paper continued but is not at present able to
pay the annual subscription, the Editor is perfectly willwith a fitting climax in the great communion service on
ing to defer payment until such time as ability to pay
April 5 at the Park Hill First Church, how do the peois restored. Our friends need have no hesitancy in askple feel about them? One woman expressed it thus,

“Why do they have

now?

I’m just beginning to
get the habit of going to church five nights a week.”
An Elder said, "Why not make it a regular practice and
have one union service on Wednesday evening every
month.” The ministers are pleased; not because great
crowds of new people were attracted, for they were not,
but because two great blessings have come from the
services. First, the Reformed Church people in Yonkers
have become acquainted with each other in a way almost
unbelievable in a city of 130,000. Second, the enthusiasm of crowds assembled in each church to hear preaching by their own ministers with no added attractions
save the Gospel, not only one night but five in succession, has awakened new life and faith among the church
members. Truly, the Living Presence has been in our
midst with power, and the four Reformed Churches of
Yonkers thank God for the blessing of the Lenten
Preaching Fellowship
B. M.
to stop

Services.

Recovery

Frank A. Scofield, pastor of the First Long Island City Church, has
been out of his pulpit since last September because of
illness. On Sunday, April 2nd, he was able to preach
again, and on the following day he surprised the people
of the Church House by making a visit to Headquarters
to report that he was feeling better and expected to
give the Easter sermon on the 16th inst. Everybody
was glad to see his cheery face again and hear him tell

ing for this extension.

* * * *

*

Just to show the tension among religious papers at
present we copy this latest of Rolfe Cobleigh’s notes,
in the current issue of The Congregationalistand Herald
of Gospel Liberty, which, in spite of its fifteen syllabled
name, continues to be one of the best religious papers.

At the Crossroads!

RELIGIOUS JOURNALISM IS AT THE
CROSSROADS. So are Churches and Missions.
So is the Home. So is all that is most vital to
Modern Life. The Church Paper

a Guide
Board of Righteousness that stands firm when
many secular institutions fail. We need its Inis

forming, Inspiring Influence. Shall we not
stand together in these bewildering days?
Shall we not resolutely go forward together?

of Rev. F. A. Scofield. — Rev.

of his recovery.

Secretary Duryee in Cleveland.— Calvary Church of
Cleveland, Ohio, had the honor of having Rev. Abram
Duryee, Educational Secretary, as its guest preacher
recently. On the following evening he addressed the
Sunday school officers and teachers at their monthly
business meeting. Calvary enjoyed Mr: Duryee’s visit
and hopes he may favor the congregation with a return
in the near future.
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this point on the conversation becomes of

de-

cided interest. Said the lady, "I wish to thank you

be-

cause you have been so courteous to me, even though
you have not been able to help me- by giving me an
order.” Mr. X replied, “I certainly would not wish to be
otherwise than courteous,” — evidently somewhat surprised that the lady should have spoken in this manner, — "It is of the nature of Christianity to be considerate of others, and as a representative of Christianity,
one could not but be courteous. I thank you for the
compliment.” "Ah, but you would be surprised to know
how many with whom I come in contact are not courteous. That is true frequently of church people and
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icebergs. Once in a while one is almost rude.”

*****
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One can have a good degree of sympathy, of course,
with a tired, well-nigh wornout selling representative,
disappointed by coming to the end of the day with an
empty order book. None of us with a steady and reasonable,— even if reduced, — income can quite sense the
strain to which one is subjected who loses a position
and then is obliged to turn to the canvassing game, socalled. How one can approach the tenth house with any
degree of assurance after having been turned away at
nine others is a miracle of human endurance. But to

go through a day without a sale and then come to a
place where a sale may reasonably be expected only to
get a courteous but firm declination is almost the last
straw. It was saved for this particular canvasser by the
courtesy of the canvassed. Thanks be to God, the milk
of human kindness has not been entirely drained from
the

Vol.

CIV. No. 16

human

*****

breast!

Whole Number 6360

We have a
to be said

ftye Itotnt of $teto
By “Studens”

THE UBIQUITOUS VENDER
TTE, — or she, for there are about as many of her as
Xl of him, — has seemed to multiply himself many
fold during this period of the depression. Hundreds of
people without employment have turned to the method
of house-to-house selling of various kinds of merchan-

make a living. One such went recently
into the office of a man who is a member of one of our
Reformed churches to interest him in a project which
was intended to help his church to raise a sum of money.
The incident was reported to the writer in some such
manner as follows:
dise in order to

*****

The lady breezed

into the

room

in the

manner of an

old-time friend who had just returned after the lapse
of some years. “Oh, Mr. X, I have come to tell you
more about our literature which you received a few days
ago!” Mr. X looked at her with a vacant, can’t-recallthe-incident kind of expression, and she said, “Surely,
you must have received it!” — The curtain is now drawn
on the scene and raised again after a few minutes, just
as Mr. X is saying to her, “I am sorry that I cannot
use any of your goods. I have no such constituency as
would be necessary, but if you were to consult such and
such groups you probably would make contacts that
would result in orders for you!”
•
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feeling, however, that there is something

on the other

side also.

As

said before, the

house-to-house salesman has multiplied himself an hundred fold in these days. It is not to be wondered that
busy housewives are sometimes reluctant to listen to
the story of one after another, heard so often that she
can almost anticipate what is going to be said. Frequently the only question in her mind when summoned
to the door is, “Is it needles and notions, electrical appliances, brushes or what-not ?” In addition to this, these
salesmen are so trained to an aggressive pressing of
their wares, with the idea of breaking down “salesresistance” and accomplishing a sale, that not infrequently their method generates an irritation which
readily spends itself in greater and greater resistance.

The personality of the

seller is also a controlling factor.

All kinds of canvassers, worthy and unworthy, are on
the streets. Only today a group of ministers and laymen, lunching together, were approached by a man who
declared that he was on his “Uppers” and who pushed
before each one of them a package of one hundred
needles for the small sum of twenty cents, urging them
to buy to “Help him out.” He was so plainly under the
influence of liquor that no one put any credence in his
story.

*****

Nevertheless, in spite of the irritation raised by persistent salesmanship; in spite of the annoyance caused
by the number of those who plead with us to buy things
for which we have little or no use; and in spite of the
question which often rises as to the worthiness of the
person making the plea, we cannot close the heart to the
cry for human sympathy nor allow ourselves to become
hardened against the call of human need. Upon each
(Continued on page 249)
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€>ur Churdh at l^orfe
Church Service Broadcast— On Sunday

EllenviUe
morning,

March

19th, the morning service of the Ellen-

Church was broadcast. The pastor preached
an inspiring sermon, and the music by the choir was
enjoyed very much. Two anthems were sung and a solo
by Miss Bertha Demarest. Those who were ill and
others who were not present heard the broadcast per-

ville, N.

Y.,

fectly in their

homes.

In the afternoon Mr.

Van Dyke

had several telephone calls, telling him every word of
the sermon was heard distinctly, and how much they
had enjoyed

it.

Signs of a
fers that his

Coming Awakening.— A pastor who prename be not indicated tells the following

encouraging story of new life: "Our area of churches
is working away diligently. There seems to be a
ground-swell of spiritual interest. Our Lenten audi-

prayer meetings and young people’s groups are
more active than in years. Our service and educational
program for the coming week is one of the largest and
most diversified in years. It is not now a matter of
useful and Christian activity. It is now a matter of
bringing every thought and enterprise into continued
captivity to Christ. We are grateful for this response.
In fact, we are humbled by it. There is a revival on the
way for which we should be getting ready. Our church
promises to be filled twice tomorrow, with a Sunday
school addec, larger than we can accommodate. There
ences,

new readiness to consider the claims of the Christian life. The Church is again getting a hearing."
is

a

Other pictures of conditions similar to this should be
sent to the office, for the encouragement of those who
are praying and working for a new day in the Church.

Recovery of Mrs.

— The

many

friends of
Mrs. Dirk Scholten will be relieved to learn that she has
recovered from the effects of a fall she had in OskaScholten.

Iowa, some months ago. Mrs. Scholten is the
mother of two of the pastors of the Reformed Church
loosa,

and the

widow

A

Unique Church Directory.— Brighton Church of
Rochester, N. Y., is awarded the palm for the most
original Directory and Calendar thus far submitted. It
is distinctly a product of depression,

but

very well
done, indeed. The entire directory is produced on a
mimeograph, evidently painstakenly operated by some
church member, and as it is filled with names, etc., the
typing and reproduction must have proved to be a long
job. There are twelve pages and a cover. Each page
is a quarter inch longer than the preceding one, and at
the bottom is the title of the society described. The
whole number of pages is fastened together with staples
of wire, and with the cover it makes a conveniently
sized and easily consulted document. Incidentally it
reveals the fine organization of the church, developed
by the pastor, Rev. Anthony Luidens.
it is

Domestic Missionary Tea at East Greenbush.— The
Woman’s Missionary Committee of the Woman’s Aid
Society of the Greenbush Church, at East Greenbush,
N. Y., sponsored a Domestic Missionary Afternoon and
Tea on Wednesday, March 22nd. The topic of the afternoon was Our Work in Kentucky. The speaker was
Mrs. E. S. Ralston, of the Women’s Board. The ladies
of the Blooming Grove Church society were present as
guests of the afternoon. The meeting was one of a
group which also included the churches at Nassau,
Schodack and Second Ghent, in the Classis of Rensselaer. Mrs. Goewey presided at the devotional meeting,
which included a vocal duet by Mrs. Townsend Finch
and Mrs. Wm. G. Lonsdale. This was followed by the
address by Mrs. Ralston. A social hour was enjoyed
by all the ladies present. Mrs. Ralston’s address was a
delightfully intimate word picture of the old and the
new way in the mountains, of the work being done by
the Reformed Church in that neglected area, of some
of the “products” of that work in the form of teachers,
doctors and ministers, as well as domestic and com-

munity

uplift.

of Rev. Dirk Scholten, known so well to

those of the previous generation. In a note Mrs. Schol-

A Real Chaplain at Elmsford.— Rev. Ulysses Grant

writes: “Yesterday I could go to church again, for
the first time. We had a full house, about three hundred or more being present. We have the people, but
not room enough to accommodate them.”

Warren, who is acting as pastor for the Elmsford, N. Y.,
Church, seems to be in demand as Chaplain for various
organizations, the most recent choice being that by the
American Legion of Westchester County. Prior to this
election he had been invited to act as chaplain of the
Masonic Square Club of White Plains, and of the Elmsford Fire Department. The local Post of the American
Legion has also enlisted him. In previous charges the
pastor was chaplain of the 47th Infantry, the 1st Cavalry and the 3rd . Infantry, all of the N. Y. National

ten

Orove Church Ninety Years Old. — April will see the
Grove Church, of North Bergen, N. J., celebrate the
ninetieth anniversary of its organization.

As a part

of

“Grove Church Endeavorer,” one of
the oldest monthly bulletins in the denomination, now
in its 41st volume,) is devoted entirely in its current
issue to a history of this notable organization. There
is a complete history of the foundation and subsequent
progress of the Church, with pictures both new and old,
of the building, and of the several pastors who have
ministered since the beginning. To most readers of the
present day Grove Church and Dr. I. W. Gowen are
synonymous terms, for his virile personality so dominated the church that they were as one entity for forty
years. It is good to know that his successor, Rev. Miner

the celebration the

(

work so successfully. All
lovers of Reformed Church history will find in this number of the “Endeavorer” much to interest and inspire.
Stegenga, is carrying on the

Guard.

The Point of View
(Continued from page 248)
one of us, at least upon each one of us who is a member
of a Christian Church, lies the solemn obligation to act
like a Christian. A kind word, a sympathetic touch, a
pleasant expression will convey beyond the power of
words to express the message of the heart which beats
in unison with human need and which more than compensates for the inability to buy.
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Spring Classis Meeting
Dakota met with

the Harriaon, South Dakota,

Church

on Tuesday, March 27, with 35 delegates present, besides Rev. G. J. Pennings, of the Arabian Mission, and
Rev. C. Oldenberg as corresponding members. Rev.
John H. Keuning was President, and Elder W. S. Van
den Bos, of Orange City, Iowa, acted as Temporary
Clerk.

Much business was transacted in the short time of the
session, and nothing was omitted. The churches of
North Marion and Litchville, North Dakota, were combined into one charge. A committee was appointed to
Church, in South Dakota, with a view
to complying with the request of the Consistory that it
be disbanded and made a mission station of the Springfield, South Dakota, Church.
Eight churches answered "No” to the Constitutional
question in regard to compliance with the contract of
the minister’s salary. The common reason for this was
“Inability to pay.” Two fields, Dover, North Dakota,
and Okaton, South Dakota, were recommended for summer students. The Classical Missionary, Rev. B. Van
Heuvelen, was renominated. No pulpit supplies were

visit the Tyndall

c/f

BISHOP

must be blameless, as a steward of God, .
a lover of hospitality, .

.

. of good men, sober,

just, holy, temperate; holding fast the faithful

word

as he has been taught.

— St. Paul, Epistle to Titus

1:7-9.

A CONTRIBUTION FROM EVERY CHURCH
THIS

YEAR FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

BOARD OF EDUCATION,
25 East 22nd

Street

R. C. A.

New York,

N. Y.

Those present returned to their homes with new

in-

spiration and determination for a more consecrated and
devoted service for the Master.

—

-

(Mrs.) H. E. Tellman, Secretary.

asked.
Classis voted against the proposition to omit the meet-

Synod. Strange as it may seem, this was
meant as a measure of economy, which looks strange
when it is remembered that the Classis overtured General Synod last year to hold biennial sessions. Classis
reasoned that the proposed measures of economy that
ing of General

are to come before Synod are so pressing that as

much

money could be saved by passing them immediately
Rooseveltian style) as the meeting of Synod with
(

limited representation would cost. (The Stated Clerk
reports this not as an argument pro or con, but as a
matter of record.)
The congregation of the Harrison Church, if there is
any depression there, (and they say there is,) did not
show it by their manner of entertainment. The delegates got the impression that in Harrison the depres-

sion

."

.

had turned several corners. And they were

thanked accordingly.
K. J. Dykema, S. C.

Rochester Missionary Gathering
On Friday, March 28th, the Executive Committee of
the Women’s Missionary Union of the Classis of Rochester met in the First Church of Rochester, N. Y. About
forty delegates were present, representing every organization of the Union. Mrs. Gerrit Hondelink, President
of the Union, presided. The conference opened with the
singing of the hymn, “Blest be the tie that binds,” after
which the President led the devotional service. The
Scripture lesson was the great Commission, (Acts 1:
6-11,) followed by the poem, “Thy Kingdom Come.”
Mrs. Hondelink then led in prayer, and all present repeated the Lord’s Prayer.
The morning was spent in discussing and planning
the work of the Classical Union. Plans were made for
the Fall Conference, which is to be held at Palmyra,
and for the Young Women’s Banquet, to be held in May
in the East Williamson Church. Luncheon was served
to 125 people at noon by the Women’s Mission Society of the First Church.

The afternoon program began with a
period, which

was followed by a long

devotional

list of addresses

on points of the missionary program, together with conferences and discussions. The closing prayer service
was in charge of Mrs. Johan Mulder, of Tyre, N. Y.

•

•

Central College Notes
Spring vacation began at Central on April 1st, and
instruction was resumed on Tuesday, April 11th.
Pella’s missionary to China, Miss Leona Vander
Linden, who has been home on furlough since last summer, has been in great demand on the campus as a
speaker. She addressed the Y. W. C. A. at the monthly
missionary meeting on March 16th, the theme being
“Joy in Service,” and on the same day she addressed
the Christian Missions Class on “Problems of Missionaries in

China.” Eagerness and

interest characterised

the session, due, no doubt, to the fact that the class had
previously spent several periods under the guidance of
Professor Mennenga in the study of missions in China.
On March 21st Miss Vander Linden spoke at the chapel
service on "Fear, Fakes, and Faith in China,” emphasising the various forms in which fear and fakes dominate the lives of the non-Christian Chinese, and how
Christian faith dispels them.

The Board of Trustees, which met in regular session
on March 15th, "calls upon the Reformed Church constituency to come to the help of the College in this time
of need.

We

cannot disregard our obligations to future
generations by allowing our Christian College to deteriorate and die. As stewards of the spiritual inheritance received from the fathers, we must carry on by
faith, that Christian education perish

midst. The

sacrifices

not from

made by the fathers in

our

establish-

them.”

ing schools for us, their children, should be matched by
us to maintain
L. D. M.

Boonton Congregational Meeting.— The annual

con-

gregational meeting of the Boonton, N. J., Church was
held on Thursday evening, March 30, and was exceptionally well attended. All departments reported receipts
and expenditures, as well as the varied activities of the
church and its organizations. The men of the church
served a dinner to 120 people, which was greatly enjoyed. The treasurer reported all bills paid, and a balance of $2.61 in the treasury. The benevolences are a
little better than last year, and the church is doing as
well as can be expected during this period of depression. Rev. Charles L. Palmer is now in his seventh
year as pastor.

CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER

April 19, 1933

251

Northwestern Junior College Notes
The spring meeting of the Board of Trustees will be
held on Monday, April 3rd, at 9 A. M. A full meeting
is hoped for, as many matters of great importance to
the institution will require the attention of the Board
at this time. The annual report of the President will be
presented, containing the suggestions to be presented
at the meetings of Classis and General Synod. The financial report of the institution for the first seven
months of the present fiscal year, from September 1st
to March 1st, shows a tremendous falling off in the receipts, as compared with the previous years. An examination of the Treasurer’s books shows that the receipts
up to March 1st were $8,786.05, as compared with $12,378.23 for the corresponding period a year ago, and
$19,508.59 for the corresponding period two years ago.

.

.

.

ll)t ...

(green Signal
of victory has been put on the record

card of Saddle River, N.

J., Church.

This means that steady payments have

completed

its share for the Ministerial

Pension Fund.

This is a falling off of considerably over fifty per cent

compared with two years ago.
The receipts from churches for the above mentioned
period were: this year, $2,367.96, as compared with $4,156.35 one years ago, and $4,553.56 two years ago, for
corresponding periods. Two years ago, however, receipts from individuals totaled $2,508.50, as compared
with $619.25 for the corresponding period this year.
This falling off of receipts is but natural under the ciras

®)e

Jiltmsiterg’

Jfunb

of the Reformed Church in America

25 EAST 22nd STREET,

NEW YORK

cumstances.

Considering the fact that the few expenditures of the
institution,such as interest, coal, light, and general supplies, remain practically the same, the difficulty of maintaining the work on a basis of less than fifty per cent in
total receipts can well be appreciated. Fortunately the
buildings are in a fair state of repair, so that only a
minimum of necessary expense was this year required
to maintain them in operating condition. The brunt of
reduction has been falling upon the teachers, but it must
be understood that this also has its natural limits, beyond which reduction cannot go and still maintain teachat the institution.
The prospects for the coming year, so far as student

ers

interest is concerned, are exceedingly good, but it is

very apparent that the students who desire to go to
school, and who should go to school, in many instances
lack the where-with-all to go. All possible ingenuity
will be used, however, to provide a plan by which the
expenditures of the institution may be reduced as much
as possible through student service in exchange for tuition, thus helping both student and school. This plan is
in operation with splendid success this year, and probably can undergo still further expansion.

Hope College News
The Cosmos Fraternity Basketball team became the
champions of the Fraternity League by beating
the Fraters in a close and thrilling contest, — 19-16, — on
Tuesday evening, March 28th, thus retaining the championship for the second year. In the preliminary game
the Seminary defeated the Knicks in an interesting

and Mrs. Durfee. Miss Meyer played Brahm’s “Intermezzo in E Flat Minor.” At the installationin the Y. M.
C. A., Dr. Winfield Burggraaff, of the Seminary, spoke
to the members.

The Divinity Guild members
address

listened to a thoughtful

by Rev. Richard Vandenberg, of Zeeland, on

"The Ministry, the Supreme Calling."

The Board

of Benevolence held its semi-annual meet-

ing on Tuesday afternoon, March 28th, in the Memorial

Chapel. Grades of the

beneficiaries

were

considered,

and the reports of the Treasurer. Thirteen students are
now being supported,— four at Hope High School, eight
at Hope College, and one at Rush Medical College. Professor A. E.

Dampen

is

the Secretary.

Vacation began on Friday, March 31, at noon, to continue to Monday, April 10. Many students left for home.
A. E. L.

Death of West End Pastor’s Father.— The sympathy
of the readers of the Christian Intelligencer is given
to Rev. Edgar F. Romig, D.D., pastor of the West End
Collegiate Church, New York, because of the death of
his father, at Allentown, Pa. The funeral took place
on March 14, and the members of the church sent a bouquet of roses and lilies.

college

game, 22-17, requiring overtime to win.
It is

the custom after each season of athletics to elect

an honorary captain of the basketball team. For the
past season the honor went to Andrew (Andy) Dalman,
for two years a regular guard on the Varsity, and a
Junior. He will be back for one more year, together
with the whole present team intact, as there were no
seniors on this year’s team.

The

W.

an impressive installation service on March 28th. The meeting was in charge of the
ladies of the faculty, with Miss Ross in charge of the
Y.

C. A. held

devotions. Talks were given by Miss Payne, Miss Ross

Brooklyn First Church Prayer Meeting.— The Wednesday prayer meeting of the “Old First” Church of
Brooklyn, N. Y., is maintaining its popularity, under
the leadership of the pastor, Rev. Cornelius J. Muste,
D.D. In the middle of March 117 persons were present.
Here is an incident, recorded in the Church Bulletin:
“He had just lost his wife by death. His small daughter was caught in the California earthquake and he has
never heard whether she is living or dead. Discouraged,
and alone in the big city, last Wednesday evening he
was on his way to the bridge to end his life, when, passing our church, he read the sign, ‘Friendly Hour,’ and
came in to the service. At its close he and the minister
had prayer, and the stranger left with new hope and
courage. Providence has led a number to these meetings, and if it were asked for

many would

the help they have received from them.”

testify as to
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WOMEN’S BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS

2

A Penny a Day
k LETTER

from Miss Helen G. Voorhees, Treasurer of the Women’s
Board of Domestic Missions, was sent
to every Auxiliary early in March— a letter sounding a note of courage and faith
— “ ‘The spirit of man is the candle of
the Lord.* It lies within each one of us

to radiate the beauty and joy caught

married, and the whole population attended the wedding and the reception
which followed at the dining room. The
church was filled to the doors. After
the ceremony, the friends were congratulating the young people, and it surely
cheered my heart to hear the young Indian people give their words of congratulations. Many of our Christian Indians
would say, "We hope your home will be
a happy Christian home.” And then, as

1933

1

meeting in the morning was followed by
a luncheon served in the First Church
of Rochester.
In the afternoon a "Workers’ Conference” was held, at which time the fol.
lowing topics were presented and dig.
cussed: Missionary programs, duties of
officers,

Missionary finances,

increasing

membership, promoting prayer, young
women’s work, Missions in the Sunday

school, etc. This discussion brought out
from contact with Christ, and to reflect
a
beautiful
climax,
Wilson’s
grandmother,
many fine suggestions as to ways and
His glory; feebly, if we lose courage and
do not trust Him; GLORIOUSLY if we about eighty, came forward and gave them means of promoting Missions throughout
face the days ahead with faith and con- her hand, and gave her Apache greeting the Women’s Societies, and also brought
"Tan-ju,” and seemed very happy. She to light the needs of individual auxilsecration.”
Enclosed in Miss Voorhees' letter was with the others went to the dining room iaries. This type of meeting arouses inthe following statement: ‘‘An extra pen- for the reception. We had refreshments, terest, brings out stimulating ideas, and
ny a day during March and April from and there upon a large table were the solves some of the problems that arise
each member of every missionary so- gifts, some very lovely, and all useful even in the most thriving auxiliary.
ciety — 30,000 women— will bring an ad- articles for their new home. Eva is emditional $18,300 for our work in America. ployed in the hospital and Wilson is emGather these sacrificial gifts and send ployed by the government at irregular
JUoofe
them to the Board Treasurer by April labor.
•
30th to be used for this fiscal year.”
Edited by
Our work at the Sanitarium is very
From Morrison, Illinois, has come the
Mrs. Ruth Rule Robinson
first letter regarding the "penny” con- fine this winter. I am using some stereopticon
pictures
on
the
life
of
Christ,
and
tribution, — "We tried out the ‘penny
shower’ that was suggested in one of the the children, though having access to
The American Indian and Christian
letters from the Board. It lasted for the moving pictures provided by the gov- Missions. By George Warren Hinman.
just one month and even though we have ernment, insist that these pictures of
The chairman of the United States
hard times here too, we received $18.58, Jesus are the best they have ever seen. Board of Indian Commissioners, Hon.
and that was besides our regular offer- We have a sweet little service in the Samuel A. Eliot, writes in the introducing and extra box. So we feel that it subdued light, having a song or two from tion of this book:
was a very good suggestion and every- the screen, and our little prayers before
“Missionaries to the Indians have been
one enjoyed doing it. We sincerely and after our talks in connection with the pioneers of civilization across the
hope and pray that the Lord may con- the pictures. One little girl told Miss continent. Too often their work has
tinue to strengthen you in these trying Damstra, a matron, after 1 had gone, been submerged in the advancing flood
that now she loved Jesus so much more
times.”
of settlement, or obliterated by the cruel
than she did before. She had seen the
Is every woman in your missionary soseverity of the conquering race, or depictures of the trial and crucifixion.It
ciety setting aside a penny a day for
feated by the rapacity of men preying
God’s work? If you did not start your is the same story among men; when upon the inexperience of a primitive peopenny "shower” in March, begin now they see Him "lifted up” it invokes the ple. This book ought to stir the pride
love from even human hearts!
with the first of April and if possible
Our work bears the prospects of a of the people of the churches in the zeal
make your saving retroactive by adding
and devotion of their representatives in
31 March pennies at the end of the wonderful and happy outlook. I could the field of Indian missions, but also
month. If you have been particularly not help contrasting last night, as that move them to make the existing misbeautifully dressed couple stood before
blessed, give a larger daily gift, for in
sions more efficient. Here is set forth
some societies it is not possible for all me, the savage manner and customs of in graphic form a record that has nothe women to contribute even a penny those who had only a few' years ago where else been assembled in such coneach. The sacrificial giving expressed stood before me for marriage. Those densed and consecutive fashion. . .
who were married last, that is Eva, was
in a letter received from the President
“This book should bring to Americans
not born when we came to Dulce, and
of a missionary society in a little town
the boy was just a little baby. The the fact that within our own borders
in New Jersey was deeply touching: "Our
there are these considerable groups of
foundation is about laid, and we are now
society is made up of farmers’ wives and
peculiarly interesting people who need
upon the building. What a happy work
it has been hard going for us. Interest
the help of Christian citizens. It should
it is!
on mortgages, taxes, coal bills, have not
diffuse information, arouse sympathy,
been paid, and most of us have not had
stimulate generosity. It should reassure
even ten cents left to look at. I think
the Mission Boards, and their representaRochester Meeting

®je

* •

Corner

.

'

my members have been very loyal ; threefourths of them have met their society HTHE Executive Committee of the
obligations and have gone without hat A Women’s Missionary Union of the
and gloves. They get up early,— four- Classis of Rochester held an all-day
thirty or five o’clock in the morning,
meeting at Rochester on March 28th, evand work with chickens, milk and but- ery organization of the Union being repter. We have been badly caught in this resented and some of the women coming
economic turmoil and are doing the best as far as seventy miles. A business

—

we

can.”
Give at least a penny daily for March
and April! If you can, GIVE MORE!

His lamp am I,
To shine where He shall say;

*****

News

Excerpts from Dulce

By Rev.

J.

Denton Simms

IITE had a big church wedding last
Tf night. Wilson Cassador and Eva
Notsinneh, both young people who are
products of our school and Mission, were

And as sometimes a flame we

find,

Clear-shiningthrough the night,
So dark we cannot see the lamp
But only see the light,
So may I shine, His love the flame,
That men may glorify His name.

—

—

Annie Johnson

Flint.

tives in the field, of the significance and
importance of their work. It should

cause the churches to see to

it

that

their missionaries are furnished with

more adequate training for the
field

a

special

of service to which they are com-

missioned; that they are given the
equipment necessary for efficient work,
and the facilities for establishing friendly personal relations with the people
they want to help.”
The present wide interest in the progress of the Indians would seem to make
the publication of this book timely. It
supplies important source material for
the follow up of the mission studies of
the past year
"The American Indian and Christian
Missions” is published by Fleming H.
Revell Company, 156 Fifth Avenue, New
York, at $1.50 a copy.
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Lynching in rOrry

for

YOUNG PEOPLE

No dollH were needed for the Migrant
.DTflT8S Mother,^ ti member of the HU)le Class,

Durinn
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE
AT WORK

carried in her own four months old son,
asking the nurse to “fill him up.”
Forty states of the Union passed A very large map of the United State#
through 1932 without a recorded lynch- was hung in front of the room with protne as shown by the Honor Roll of ducts, cut from advertisements pinned
Staten free from the evil, announced by on
The Christian Endeavor Society of the
the Federal Council’s Department
The devotional exercises of the morn- Second Reformed Church of New BrunsRace Relations. This is an increase of inp were in keeping with the theme, wick, New Jersey, has had a splendid
one state over 1930 and over 1931; it is Each class in the department was Riven missionary program lasting about six
three fewer than 1929. The total num- a Bible reference which one member weeks. They started off by having some
ber of lynchings during 1932 was eight
missionary speakers and using some of
—the smallest number in any year since The program was suitably closed with the programs in “Becoming World Citirecords have been kept. Five states
the singing of “Where cross the
(,,r^en Jhey KiJ,ve two Pj*yBTr"J\e
Tail of the Dragon” and “The NeighArkansas, Kansas, Kentucky. Ohio, and ways of life."
bors.” About $30 was cleared above exVirginia — formerly on the Honor Roll,
penses, making a total of $52 in the
lost their places in 1932. Six other
treasury.
states - Alabama, Maryland. Missouri, i_i
treasury- With
Wiin the
tne expectation
expectation of
or makmasing
this
$55
by
the
first
of
A
North Dakota, Tennessee and West Vir- •'OW Ufie tJlHS League tOf jng
April, the
money was divided as follows:
ginia— which had lost their places on the
Service
Honor Roll in preceding years, regained
$5 to be held as a nest-egg.
them in 1932. The State of Mississippi
$5 toward hymnals.
Day of Prayer on March 3
is on the Honor Roll this year for the
$15 for a fireplace screen in the Church
first time. Florida is now’ the only state
March 3, 1933, the date on which the House,
that has not at some time been on the \vrori(i Day of Prayer was observed, . $10 toward the Girls’ Dormitory at Me
coincided with the regular meeting date Kee, Kentucky.
“A growing tendency toward prevenGirls’ League for Service of Grove $20 to maintain a Sunday school for
tion of the evil is indicated in two sig- church, New Durham, New Jersey, and one year in Japan,
nificant developments,” according to Dr. S() twenty minutes of the meeting were
,
Haynes, Executive Secretary of the de- Kiven over to it Miss Florence Gordon, B,1f th 8 ia ,not thp wh!ole 8t°ry- The
partment. “One is the fact, as reported the leader of this group, writes: “We eveninK the. Plays were Kiven there we'‘e
by the Department of Records and Re- bum up interest the week before by disaudience a few people from the
search of Tuskegee Institute, that there trjbuting the Call to Prayer, putting up "Jiasion chapel in town. They asked the
were 31 instances in 1932 in which offi- the poster and telling of the way the Endeavorers if they would be willing to
cers of the law prevented lynchings. four ,iay (lraWs together all Christians of all [ppeai the. play8 and sha^.e flftJ‘fifty,WI|1
of them in Northern and twenty-seven in agea an(] race8 T1)e four oldest girls ^e chapel In the proceeds. They decidSouthern states. In 1931 there were 57 wpre gjven tbP four stories in Miss Ap- ed to repeat the play and give ALL the
such preventions. Another trend that piegarth’s program that they might have Proceeds to the Chapel,
grew stronger last year was the vigilance an a(j vance familiarity with them.
The desire
^roup to serve othof the press, of the churches, and of the March 3. itself, these girls told the pra continues. ^ On April 3° they will conpeople of the several states who try to stories. One of the girls played for the duct a. ^orshiP service at the Parker
protect their own territory from the acts hvmns. We followed the program quite , moT’a Home (a ^ome for aged peoof lynchers. Notable along this line was cioseiy. As it came in three colors, each ple w,th lncurable sicknesses),
the activity of the Association of South- gjri bad her
— —
ern Women for the Prevention of Lynch- „We sat jn a semi-circle about the The Girls’ League for Service of CalIng, which has state councils in all of pjano on which wprp fPat,ired Copping’s vary Reformed Church, Grand Rapids,
the thirteen Southern
-Hope of the World.’ and the more famil- enjoyed a Japanes- supper at their
A summary of the lynching situation
njcture of Christ blessing the chil- March meeting. The room was decoratsince 1929 discloses the following: drPn as well L the World Day of Prayer ed with Japanese lanterns. Mrs. George
1929 1930 1931 1932 poster. We sang ‘The World Children Laug. a missionary to Japan, now home
for Jesus,’ and 1 was struck by the fact on furlough, spoke about the girls in
Total of states free
that afterwards when each girl got her Japan,
39
40
43
39
from lynching
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A Program on Migrants

—

—

choice of Copping’s picture with
children of all colors and the other with From the League for Service, Middleonly white, practically every girl wanted town. New Jersey: We have taken in
the one with the red, brown and black one hundred and ninety-three dolllars
children. It seemed to me that the idea this year. We have sent twenty dollars
of the five colored family of God must to each Board, donated thirty-three dolhave gotten across to the girls. When iars to the church fund and twenty dolwe sang There’s a story to tell to the \aT9 towards our new recreation rooms,
nations,’ an older girl noted on a black- \yp are very proud of this report be'

The Sunday school of the Middlehush l,oard before us the things the story tells cause our small group of eighteen memReformed Church, Middlehush, New Jer- others, such as Truth, Peace, Light, etc. i)Prs has |)epn organized only two years,
sey, has had a program on Domestic Mis- “Our formation with Christian flag sa- Some of the ways in which we have
sions regularly once a month all through lute, etc., this time was in the shape of earned this money are: A pancake supthis year. Recently the Young Women’s a world friendship circle, all holding per, three one-act plays, two food sales,
Bible Class had charge and presented a hands about the Church flag, which had advertisementson napkins, and selling
dramatization called “Why Go to a Mi- at its base the flags of all lands, includ- cosmetics secured from the Ponds and
grant
ing, of course, the American. And at Cutex Companies. Because of the hoys’
The class was fortunate in having the our closing we added a hit of a prayer faithful service and interest, we have
services of a missionary family in which for the others .anywhere, who had been asked them to join our League,
there were four children ranging in age asking for us while we asked for
tt
from fourteen to one. Little Jimmie took That was all there was to it, but at least
the part of the baby who ate cucumbers, each girl now knows what the Day of From Winfield Reformed Church, WinHis own sister, Sydney, came rushing in Prayer is, and felt related not only to field, Long Island. The members of our
with him and said just as she was sup- the adult group meeting at the same Sunday school class, assisted by some
posed to, “My little brother has been time in a nearby church, but to all simi- of our friends, are paying for a day scholeating cucumbers, and has been yelling larly engaged anywhere. Oh yes, Ave arship in Kentucky. We contribute two
something awful. What shall I do with sang the third verse of our club song cents apiece each Sunday. This is the
him?” But Jimmie did not exactly play with special meaning, ‘The whole world tenth year the young people of our
his part, for he showed not ‘the least evi- came to church today, their praise and church have supported a Kentucky schol*

Center?”

them.
*

dence of

distress.

*

. gifts to bring.’ ”

•

arship.
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terrible results of sin, and the possibil- upon it do not grow, and we should
ity of being sorry for sin and turning strive to make our lives like the good
away from it and seeking the Heavenly soil to receive the truth and bear abu*
Father, and it shows also the father’s dant fruitage.
heart yearning for the lost son, his persistent love, his willingness to forgive,
Once more, there is the story of good
and even more, his going forth to seek

and bad foundations, as found at the
close of The Sermon on the Mount.
In young people’s groups today we Jesus says that those who hear His
talk a great deal about the Quest of words and do them are like to a wise
Life, that is, the seeking for God. We man who built his house upon the rock.
must seek for Him, but we should bear The storms could not destroy it. But
in mind that before we seek, the Heav- the one who heard the word and did it
enly Father is seeking for us. When not was like a foolish man who built his
seeker and sought come together joy house upon the sand. The storm came
the wanderer.

Christian Endeavor Topic
Sunday, April SO, 193S
Stories Jesus Told
Matt. 21:28-32; 22:1-10

'

blossoms beautifully.

Jesus was the greatest teacher the
world has ever seen, and the leading
educators today are agreed that He used
the best methods that have ever been
discovered. One of His methods was
that of story-telling. He used this method very largely, and in a sense more
largely than any other. Putting the truth
in the form of a story makes it attractive
to the hearer, renders it easily under-

stood, and in the case of the parables
which Jesus used so often, made it possible for Him to conceal that which His

enemies might wrongly

interpret.

and

fell. Jesus has in mind the building of character. It is not enough simply to hear the word of God, it must be
built into character. People may know

The

story of The Good Samaritan is
found in Luke 10. This is a story that what is right, and they generally do, but
never grows old, and one whose applica- unless they do what (hey know is right
tion is as practicable today as in the they weaken their own lives. We must
days /when Jesus was on earth. This build upon the perfect foundation,which
story has to do with social life, and it is Jesus Christ.
show's us not only who our neighbor is,
Paul says, “For other foundation can
but our duty to him. It is a call to us
to use true kindness and to put away no man lay than that which is laid, which
is Jesus Christ.” Here is another reason
all race prejudice. We have never truly
learned the story of The Good Samari- for knowing the teachings and life of
tan until we actually become Good Sa- Jesus,
maritans ourselves.

Everybody likes to hear a good story.
How quickly a group will gather around
one who has the ability to tell a story.
The story of The Sower, which I preThis is true of young and old alike. If fer to call The Parable of The Soil,
you have the native ability to tell a story should also be considered in your meetwell, or develop that ability, you need ing. The emphasis in this story is not
never lack an audience. Young people, on the one who sows the seed, or on the
and especially those who are teaching seed itself, both of which were good.
in the Church school, should practice But the lesson grows out of the soil.
the art of story-tellinguntil it becomes After listening to that story, one very
a sort of second nature to them. It re- naturally asks whether his life is so
quires training to tell a story that is in- hardened ,or so shallow, or so preoccuteresting, and accurate, and informing.
pied, that the words of Christ falling

Jesus Christ used the story to

it

QUOTATIONS
“The simple and

real gist of the parable of the ten virgins (Matt. 25) is that
eager zeal for a brief space does not suffice

ed

unless unwearied constancy be

add-

thereto.”— Calvin.

“In the parable of the talents (Matt.
25) we learn that a little space creditably occupied is better than a larger
one where we should be put to shame;
and faithfulness in a small place is the
road to promotion” — D. Smith.

illus-

trate great principles and to reveal important truths. The story touches the

heart as well as the intellect, and its
lessons are not easily forgotten. The
Bible stories, especially those told by
Jesus Christ, are saturated with religion,
therefore they are the best stories to use
in teaching the young.
Have some of the members of your
society tell one of the family stories, and
let the rest of the group criticize it as
to its accuracy when compared with the
story found in the Bible. Criticize also
the method of telling it.* It is a fine
thing to practice story-telling, using
some of those told by Jesus. Try to
discover His method after you have dis-

covered the meaning of the story He
told.

YOU CANT LEAVE
Jig-Saw Puzzle and
of the

Books

gal Son. This has been called the greatest story Jesus ever told. It is a story
that reveals so much. It shows us the

Game

of the Bible

Can be used by

all Christian workers.
It is a good class or group exercise because it necessitates activity on the part

of the pupils.

Should be a part of the equipment in
every Church School throughout the
land.

Teaches the pupils the Books of the
Bible in an interesting and pleasant

manner.

*Prlce 25c each

New

SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS
There are three stories in the fifteenth
chapter of Luke’s Gospel that you can
well use in your meeting: The first is
that of The Lost Sheep. Finding what
we have lost brings us joy. Sinful people are lost to God. When they repent
of their sin and turn to God, and God
finds them, Jesus says there is joy in
heaven. The second is the story of The
Lost Coin. The woman lights her candle
and sweeps the house until she has found
it, and then calls her neighbors together
to rejoice with her in having found the
coin. This also shows the joy that results from having found the lost. Then
follows the parable of The Lost Son,
generally called The Parable of the Prodi-

IT!

Bible Art Cut-out Puzzles

Six different subjects mounted on heavy board
in two hundred pieces. A splendid
gift as a reward for attendance or for memorizing. Also can be used as a birthday gift Each

and cut out

in a

box.

No. 1494 — Finding of Moses
No. 1495 — The Selling of Joseph
No. 1496 — David the Shepherd Boy
No. 1497---Elijah and the Ravens
No. 1498 — Paul’s Conversion
No. 1499— The Prophet Daniel
Size 11 x

Postage

14

*Retail Price, 35 cents

10 cents on a single set. Sent Post-

paid on orders of two or more sets at one time.
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MENEELY
/AT

MEMOR1AM

14, 1932, the Classis of Bergen
suffered a great loss in the death of the Reverend
Ellsworth Ward Decker, Pastor of the Reformed-

2'20BROAOWAriN.Y.cmr

Church of Westwood, N.

Shipwrecked and destitute seamen aided.

minister,

Spring Classis Meetings

PUBLISHES

ELLSWORTH WARD DECKER,

possible.)

St. John's Church. Falrview
N. J., Tuesday. April 18.

Ave., Jersey City.

GREENE, Leeds, N. Y., Church, Tuesday. April
10 A. M.

HUDSON, Germantown, N. Y.t Church. Tuesday.

NORTh'lONG ISLAND,

St. Paul's Church. JaTuesday, April 18. 10 A. M.
SOUTH
ISLAND. Gravesend Church.
Brooklyn. L. I.. Tuesday. April 18. 4 P. M.
MONMOUTH, Holmdel, N. J., Church. Tuesday.
April 18. 10:30 A.
4
^
MONTGOMERY, Trinity Church. Amsterdam. N.
Y., Tuesday. April 18. 10:30 A. M.
NEWARK. Brookdale Church, Bloomfield. N. J..
Wednesday, April 19. 9:30 A. M.
maica. L.

I.,

LONG

M.

J

L A

Magazine” ($1.00).

by contributions and legacies.
Winchester Noyes, President ; George Sidney

Eastern Classes
ALBANY, Bethlehem. N. Y., Church. Tuesday. lived and died. And be it further
Resolved, that a copy of these resolutions be
April 18, 10 A. M.
BERGEN. Bogart Memorial Church, Bogota, N. J., spread upon the minutes of Classis and also a
copy he given to Mrs. Decker, and also a copy
Tuesday. April 18, 10 A. M.

18.

the “Sailors'

SUPPORTED

from his earthly field of labor unto his eternal
reward, thus removing from our midst a well bcWebster, D.D., Secretary.
lov«*d brother and fellow-laborer in the Lord, be it
Clarence C. Pinneo, Treasurer, 72 Wall Street.
Resolved, that we give this expression of our New York, to whom contributionsmay be sent.
sense of loss, and of our deep sympathy to his
bereaved family, commending them to the Lord
in whose sustaining grace their loved one both

(Stated Clerks who have not done so are urged
to send their notices to the Progress Council at
once, In order that the schedule of speakers may

SOUTH BERGEN.

Incorporated 1833

Organized 1828

J.

In his Classical relationship Mr. Decker served,' The only American undenominationalSociety
for many years,, as its valued Stated Clerk and doing welfare work for »eamen in sixteen affiliTreasurer, an office he adorned with efficiency and ated and co-operatingstations in Japan, Europe,
gracious courtesy.
South America and the United States.
Whereas, our Sovereign God, the Heavenly FathLoan Libraries ($26) for crews at sea placed
er, who ruleth wisely and in love, hath called his on vessels sailing from New York.

BELLS
arranged as soon as

THE AMERICAN SEAMEN’S
FRIEND SOCIETY

On December

N.Y,

AMO

be

Benevolent Societies

Death

BELL CO.
TROY,

255

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY

(Organized 1825)
The century-old and approved agency of the
Churches for the publicationand circulation ofbe printed in the Christian Intelligencer.
Christian Literature in 50 languages.
By order of Classis,
Distributedlast year 5,585.879 pieces of literaAndrew Jcdson Walter.
ture
where the need was greatest.
Harold E. Green, Chairman.
The Society is vigorously counteractingthe orRespectfully submitted to Classis. meeting in ganized and increasing atheistic assaults on the
special session in the Reformed Church at Engle- Christian faith, especially among our new Ameriwood. N. J., on March 14th. 1933.
cans.
WILL YOU HELP by a personal Donation, by
a bequest in your Will, by the purchase *f Annuity Bonds?
Donations and inquiries should be sent to 7
Stability of the
West 45th Street. New York City.

Church

The stability of the Church in a time
of depression and chaos is proven by
YORK
the following statistics:
NEW BRUNSWICK. Franklin Park. N. J.. During the last three years, one out
Church. Tuesday, April 18. 10:30 A M.
of every twenty-two business and indus(Incorporated)
NEW YORK. West Farms, Bronx. Church, Tues- trial firms failed;
Organized
Incorporated 1884
day. April 18. 9:30 A. M.
One
out
of
every
six
banks;
ORANGE. Montgomery. N. Y., Church. Tuesday.
Local. National and International.Secures, deOne out of every forty colleges;
April 18. 10 A.
.
fends and enforces wholesome Sunday laws with
PALISADES. North Bergen Church. Union City.
the privilege of worship for everybody.
One in every forty-five hospitals;
N. J.. Tuesday. April 18. 10 A. M.
Its literature includes more than a hundred titles
But only one out of every two thousPARAMUS. Christian Sanatarmm, Gofflc Hill Rd..

NEW

1857

M.
M. ,

Hawthorne, N. J.. Wednesday. April 19, 9:30
A. M.
PASSAIC, BoonU-n, N. J., Church. Tuesday. April
18, 9:30 A.
t
PHILADELPHIA. Talmage Memorial Church.
Philadelphia. Pa.. Tuesday. April 18. 10:30
A. M.
POUGHKEEPSIE. Millbrook. N. Y., Church.
Tuesday. Ajiril 18, 10:30 A. M.
RARITAN. Lebanon. N. J.. Church, Tuesday.
April 11. 10:30 A. M.
RENSSELAER. East Greenbush Church. Greenbush. N. Y.. Tuesday. April 18. 10 A. M.
ROCHESTER. Brighton Church. Rochester. N. Y..
Monday. April 10. (5 P. M.), and Tuesday. 11.
SARATOGA, Greenwich. N. Y.. Church. Tuesday.
Anri! ll. 10:30 A. M.
SCHENECTADY, AKamont. N. Y.. Church. Tuesday, April 18, 10 A. M.
SCHOHARIE. Berne. N. Y.. Church. Tuesday.
April 18. 10 A. M.
ULSTER. Port Ewen. N. Y., Church. Tuesday.
April 18. 10 A. M.
WESTCHESTER. Crescent Place Church Yonkers. N. Y., Tuesday. April 18, 9 A. M.

and, three hundred
churches had

18.

KALAMAZOO. Trinity

Church. Kalamazoo. Mich..
Tuesday. April 11. £:30 P. M.

MUSKEGON.

First Church. Muskegon. Mich..

and

forty-four
to shut its doors!

a periodical.
Supported by voluntary contributions.

besides

Address correspondence and remittance to THE
NEW YORK SABBATH COMMITTEE. Room 281,
Bible House.

"My Own

Life

Just two years ago, I heard him argue
that he had a right to live his own life,
and he was not going to let any Victorian ideas cramp his style.

The other day I read in the papers
was behind prison bars. Drink,

that he

had companions, a robbery, and an automobile crash. I wonder whether he now'
realizes that no one can live his own
life any more than one can play a game
of baseball alone.
Of all the stupidities that some people,

New York

City.

Officers: Chairman. Charles F. Darlington;
Treasurer. E. Francis Hyde; Secretary, Duncan J.
McMillan.
MEMBERSHIP represents the various denominations. Catholic and Protestant.

Educational Institution

NEW BRUNSWICK
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
FOUNDED

1784

young and old, peddle, this seems to be
Year 1933-34 Begins September 20
at once one of the worst and most dangerous. Illogical too. A fallacy so obvious that even a child ought not to he
FACULTY
deceived by it.
John H. Raven, D.D ............... Old Testament
You might as well say, “I’ll play my John W. Beardslee, Jr., Ph.D.,D.D.. New Testament

Western Classes
GERMANIA. Sibley, Iowa. Church. Tuesday. April
4 2 P. M.
GRAND RAPIDS. Eighth Church. Grand Rapids.
Mich.. Tuesday. April 4. 9 A. M.
ILLINOIS, Emmanuel Church. Chicago. 111., Tues- own
day, April

SABBATH
COMMITTEE

of football,” as, “I’ll live my
own life.” You can’t. If you try, you
will be thrown out of the club. You are
playing with others, and what they do

game

Edward S. Worcester, D.D..

.Sj/sfenioftcTheology

Theodore Floyd Bayles. D.D.. . .Practical Theology
Milton J. Hoffman. D.D ........... Church History
William A. Weber, D.D ....... Religious Education
Louis H. Holden, Ph.D., D.D ........ English Bible
W. H. S. Demarest, D.D .LL.D.. Constitution, R.C.A.
Milton T. Stauffer, D.D., F.R.G.S ....... Missions

Tuesday, April 11, 10:30 A. M.
must inevitably affect you.
PELLA. Second Church. Pella. Iowa. Tuesday.
In this respect life is like a game. Justin Williams ........................ Elocution
April 4. 9:80 A. M.
PLEASANT PRAIRIE. Sibley. Iowa Church. Tues- God has made this w'orld so that we
day. April 4, 7 P. M.
must consider our fellow's and the moral
LIBRARY— 65.000 VOLUMES
EAST SIOUX. Hospers. Iowa. Church. Tuesday. law, which is the law' of life. If w'e try
April 11. 10 A. M.
the path of selfishness and carry it to Edward S. Worcester, D.D ..... Associate Librarian

WEST SIOUX,
WISCONSIN. Gibbivllle, Wis.. Church, Tuesday. its logical conclusion, we shall find ourApril 11. 2 P.

M.

(Note: Germania

and Pleasant Prairie are

hold a joint session at Sibley.)

to

selves at last check-mated, standing,
perhaps, bewildered amid life’s wreck-

B.D. and Th.M. DEGREES
Conferred by Rutgers University

age.

There is no such thing as living our
own life without reference to others
Patent Medicine Vendor: “Now, Sir! and to what is right and what is wrong.
This is our World-Famed Elixir; one —Robert P. Anderson.
small bottle guaranteed to rejuvenate
the system and send you singing to your
Here may I find a settled rest
work!”
While others go and come;
Householder: “Nice thing that would
No more a stranger or a guest,
be— -and me an undertaker! — The HuBut like a child at home.
morist.
M

.

Address Dr.

W. H. S. Demarest.
Brunswick, N. J.

President

New

A famous

statesman once said: “They
never throw stones at a tree that bears
no fruit.” We were thinking of that in
connection with some criticisms of the
Volstead law —Exchange.
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The Presbyterian Churches and, the Federal Union, 1861-1869. By Lewis
G. Vander Velde.
This book adds another to the excellent
studies of special historical subjects, published by Harvard, from the income of
the Henry Warren Torrey Fund. It deals
with the American Presbyterian churches,
larger and smaller, during the period of
the Civil War and the years of reconstruction, immediately following. The
beginning and the close of this period
were marked by two events of great importance to the churches. The first was
the withdrawal of the Southern ministers and congregations from the Old
School Church, resulting in the formation of a distinct Presbyterian Church
in the South, in 1861. The second was
the re-union, in 1869, of the Old School
and New School bodies, which had parted in 1837. These events were directly
caused or decisively promoted by the
positions taken, by the respective bodies
involved, with respect to the Federal
government, the seceding States, the institution of slavery and the policy to be

think about. The newest ones are far
better, for they avoid theological trends
or particular viewpoints, and of these
new ones none is better than “The Way”
which has been edited by Dr. Merrill.
Based upon the life of Christ, it is prepared to be read through in a year, with
a selection from the Gospels to read, and
a comment on the passage by the editor,
followed by a prayer. Each day occupies
about a page in the book, which is small
enough to slip into one’s pocket, or put
into a bag if a journey is contemplated.
As there are no definite dates beyond
weeks one can start in reading at any
period of the year. (The Macmillan Company, 82.25.)

in the

Modern Translations.By

Rev. Halford E. Luccock, D.D.,
of Yale Divinity School.
there is only one book that can be
purchased this season let it be this one.
144 studies of verses from the middle of
the Old Testament, showing the old version and the newer ones from Moffatt’s,
If

of

life’s

problems. (Cokesbury

The Way: Daily Meditations on the Way Nashville, $1.50.)
of Life According to Jesus. By Rev.
William Pierson Merrill, D.D.,
Brick Presbyterian Church,
Confirm at

One of the

City.

communion. Naples,

however, hag
a custom of administering confirmation
just before matrimony.
“The decree now states that confirm*,
tion must be given as soon as the child
reaches ‘the age of religion,’ that 'ig(
about seven or possibly six and one^
half years. Then the first communion
first

follows.”

Historic False Teeth
The original set of false teeth

worn

by George Washington will be on display
in the Dental Exhibit at Chicago’s 1933
World’s Fair— A Century of Progress Exposition.

and pronouncements of presbyteries, syn- reading of the chapters is as interesting
ods and general assemblies, with respect as a novel or a biography, and the comto the matters in question, giving vivid ments are uniformly uplifting and bright.
portraitures of the protagonists in the The Old Testament books from which
several groups and showing how the de- the selections are taken are Job, Psalms,
veloping sentiment in the ecclesiastical Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Isaiah, Jeremiah.
bodies reflected the sectional political Ezekiel, Hosea, Obadiah, and Micah, and
sentiment in the people at large.
this gives hope that Professor Luccock
The author has done his work with will soon give one or more books conpainstaking thoroughness. He gives com- taining similar comment on other porplete documentation throughout and ap- tions of the Old Testament. (The Abingpends an extensive bibliography,which don Press, $2.)
he has used industriously. He has
drawn his material not only from the Sermons From Life. By Rev. Clarence
books which he cites, .but from the
E. Macartney, D.D.
church press of the time and from the
There are twenty-three sermons in this
minutes of the several ecclesiastical volume by Dr Macartney. They are the
bodies, whose actions constitute an es- product of his contact with actual people
sential part of the story. In the use of in life. Some were going down the “Gulf
the last named group of sources, he of Gloom” and needed to be rescued.
shows entire familiarity with the tech- Some were led astray by false phrases
nique and significanceof ecclesiastical that dominate life in our day. Dr.
parliamental procedure. His work is a Macartney treats such subjects as “The
distinct contribution to the history of right to be happy,” “The desire to see
the country, as well as to the history of life,” “If I could live my life over again,”
the Church, during the critical and tragic etc. And in every message, he seeks to
period with which it deals. (T. C. S.) point men to Him who died to save and
(Harvard University Press.)
alone can lead men to the right solution

New York

been to administer confirmation before

*Christ and the Economic Crisis, by
Paul Revere of Revolutionary War
Rev. J. W. Stevenson. Applies the prinfame will likewise be revealed as one of
ciples of Christian stewardship to the
the leading dentists of Colonial times in
economic crisis of today.
the exhibit which will be presented by
the Chicago Centennial Dental Congress.
Preaching Values in the Old Testament Revere was also a goldsmith, a printer

pursued towards the freedmen. The McFadyen’s and the American Bible
purpose of the book is to describe these translations. Every one throws a new
positions, as they were progressivelyde- light on an old rendering. Every one
veloped and defined. It records the acts contains a germ of a sermon idea. The

—
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Press,

and engraver.
One of Paul Revere’s advertisements
which appeared in a Boston newspaper
of 1768 follows:

“Whereas many persons are so unfortunate as to lose their fore-teeth by accident and other ways, to their great
detriment, not only in looks, but speaking both in public and private— this is
to inform all such that they may have
them replaced with false ones, that look
as well as the natural, and answer the
end of speaking to all intents, by Paul
Revere, near the head of Dr. Clarke’s
Wharf. Boston.”
The history of Dentistry which is typically American, advancements in

the

profession and the story of Dental education will be portrayed in the exhibit.
The exhibit will be one of the features
of the exhibits of the Medical Sciences
which will be shown in the Hall of Sci-

ence. Leading institutions, associations
and organizations in the field of Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry, Pharmacy and
related fields are cooperating with the
Exposition in presenting exhibits.

Three Wishes
I would I were beneath a tree,
A-sleeping in the shade,
With all the bills I’ve got to pay,
I

PAID!
would I were beside the
Or sailing in a boat;

With

all the

sea,

things I’ve got to write,

WROTE!
I would I

were on yonder

hill,

A-basking in the sun;

With

all

the work I’ve got to

do.

DONE!
— The Christian Advocate.

Age

of Seven,

Says Catholic Church

“Just a minute, mister.” “Yes, what is
it?” “My wife is starving.” “So’s mine/’
In a decree issued by the Catholic responded the other. “It’s tough, but it
Church it was provided that confirma- is the only way to get that fashionable
tion must precede first Holy Commun- figure.” — Association Men.
modes and forms of worship has led to
ion. Monsignor Mazzoni, who made the
the preparation of a number of books,
announcement, said:
which have brought about a fuller order
Street Orator: “We must get rid of
“This decree is designed to make the
of service wherever read. Along with order of these sacraments uniform radicalism, Socialism, Bolshevism, Comthis expression of the need of a better
throughout the world. In the greater munism and Anarchism.”
mode of public worship has gone a simi- portion of Italy the custom always has
Voice from the crowd: “And while
lar movement looking to a better balwe’re about it, why not throw in rhuernaanced and more satisfying form of pritism?” — The Christian. Register.
vate devotions. The older books on this
1 — • « — —
•ARKER’S
subject, while full of meat, to be sure,
Elizabeth, at the age of three, did very
HAIR
were not balanced, and some of the newlUznoTM Dandruff —Stop* Bair Falling
well in dressing herself, but one day had
er ones have been too mechanical, being
difficulty in buttoning a dress in the back.
tTcn^^dFCded Hair
merely lists of verses, of the Bible to be
She finally said, “I can’t do it; it’s in the
60c. and $1.00 at drugglsta
Hltcoa Chem. Work*. Patchogue, N. Y.
read, and verses of hymns or poems to
back and I’m in the front.” — Exchange.
interesting trends of the
present day is the interest being manifested in the devotional side of the Christian life. The matter of improvement in

.

BALSAM

1

,

