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THE ENDURING MERCY
“/A GIVE thanks

unto the Lord; for he is good; for
his mercy endureth for ever.” So runs the opening verse of the 136th Psalm, and every one of its
twenty-six verses re-echoes the phrase, “His mercy endureth for ever." It is not stated who the author of
the Psalm is, but the purpose of it is, very clearly, as
the sub-title tells, “An exhortation to give thanks to
God for particular mercies.” Whoever the writer was
he had a wonderful recollection of the enduring mercy
of God, and there is much in the Psalm that fits into
the situation in which the world finds itself at present.
The Revised Version substitutes “lovingkindness” for
“mercy," and Dr. Moffatt translates the phrase “his
kindness never fails.” Taking the three renderings together the reader gets a full idea of that quality of God

endures. They forget the vast course of visible and
invisible manifestations of the lovingkindness of the
Father of all things. They forget the promise given in
the time of the patriarchs, “While the earth remaineth,
seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer
and winter, and day and night shall not cease,” and that
year after year through the millenniums this is being
proved. What is needed on the part of those whose faith
is failing is a reviving of understanding of the eonic
sweep of the decrees of God and His fatherly love and

still

care of His creatures. The love that sent His Son into the

world is manifesting itself today, — not always in terms
of human chronology or comprehension, but nevertheless it is here and now at work, and working mightily.
Christians in these days should appropriate the promises of old, as well as gain faith from modern instances
which, in the New Testament is summarised in the word
of the enduring mercy of God. A re-reading of the
“love.” And the idea of endurance is clearly shown in
John’s description of the continuing love of Jesus, pledges of God to His old-time people will strengthen
the spirit of men, and the testimonies of living people
(13:1,) “ — having loved his own which were in the
who have met God and found Him friendly will help
world, he loved them to the end.”
Perhaps it is only natural that in such periods of those who have almost fallen. Can there be any doubt
that this strange, unheralded Oxford Group movement
stress as the world is now suffering under there is a
is serving to present to fainting Christians the knowglossing over of the basic fact of the enduring mercy of
God. In the struggle for existence, gaunt, desperate and ledge that God is still at work in His world, and is “able
to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always
all-engrossing, men and w'omen are apt to neglect and
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every
forget the lovelier days and the brighter times, when
good work.” (II Corinthians 9:8.) Can there be doubt
prosperity seemed to be so assured, and when, in conthat the movements in the nations of the far East, in
sequence, they thought that God’s blessing was upon
them, because of their peculiar worth. It is well to Africa and elsewhere are sponsored by God and that He
is behind them? In China revolution, communism, hoshave this neglect brought to the attention of believers,
tile acts by neighboring peoples, famines, floods, epiin the hope that by facing it there may come a return
demics, are not able to swerve from their faithfulness
to the state of mind of former days, when they gave
thanks to God for His mercies. David, in Psalm 42, the disciples of Christ. In India, amid the vast unrest,
the work of God goes on, unstopped by the interference
faced the dilemma, and came out of it bravely, “Why art
of men. What does it mean but that God’s mercy yet
thou cast down, 0 my soul? and why art thou disquieted
endures, and He is not turned aside in His plan and purwithin me ? hope thou in God ; for I shall yet praise him,
who is the health of my countenance, and my God.” pose of saving the world, not only from sin of soul but
How many cast down souls there are today ! How many from starvation of body.
Obstacles will come, for the way is not always easy,
disquieted ones! For them the sun has ceased shining
and there is no longer heat in his beams. Hope has but when the mind is again filled with the thought that
“this is the victory that overcometh the world, even
been banished because they have forgotten the enduring
our faith,” men will be steadfast, and joy will come back
mercy of their God.
Undoubtedly there are vast groups of people who are into their lives. For “a man’s life consisteth not in the
at their last stand, apparently. Out of positions, abundance of the things which he possesseth,” but in
savings gone, obligations piling up relentlessly, friends the consciousness of his emptiness of being save when
“filled with all the fulness of God.”
unable to re-establish them in their living arrangements,
Difficult days? Yes, when there is no companion on
hope after hope blasted,— humanly speaking, they see
no possible outcome but despair. Thick clouds darken whom to lean, but, No, when God is near, ready to help.
His enduring mercy has never failed them who put their
their lives and they see no sun. They forget that behind
the clouds the sun still shines, and that God’s mercy trust in Him.
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Be Strong!

/

Quit you like men, be strong;
There’s a burden to bear,
There’s a grief to share,
There’s a heart that breaks
’neath a load of care- But fare ye forth with a song.
•

Quit you
There’s a
There’s a
There’s a

like

men, be strong;

battle to fight,

wrong to
God who

right,

blesses

—

the good with might
So fare ye forth with a song.
Quit you like men, be strong;
There’s a work to do,
There’s a world to make new,
There’s a call for men who
are brave and true—
On! On with a song!

/

Quit you like men, be strong;
There’s a year of grace,
There’s a God to face,
There’s another heat in the
great world race—
Speed! Speed with a song!
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service, and ask for help in solving the problem from
those present. Here is the paragraph:

Less than ten per cent of our members attend our
prayer meetings. Of course, circumstances of time and
space provide some with valid excuses. But we doubt
if it is totally impossible for ninety per cent of our
membership to come. Your pastor has often puzzled
over the problem. He has tried to arrange and prepare the meetings to avoid monotony, to give them real
attraction, and to make them helpful and inspiring. It
is discouraging for him to carefully prepare for this
service (and the preparation for a prayer meeting is
often more exacting than for a Sunday service) only to
find a handful in attendance. Perhaps you do not realize
the type of prayer meeting which is being held. The
topics are chosen to give greater interest in Christian
work of all kinds everywhere, to help you in your fight
for Christian living, to give a better appreciation of the

values in your Bible, to

program

fill

in the gaps in the educational

of our church, and to deepen our sense of fel-

lowship one with another and with Christ. Surely you
can gain something from such a program. We believe
that if only you would “come and see,” you would find
this one of the most interesting and helpful of the services of our "Old Home Church.”

Experiences in Japan

— William Herbert Hudnut,
in “The Christian Endeavor World.”

By Miss Charlotte K. Drury
(It is a great pleasure to present Miss Drury’s

A ONE MINUTE SERMON
By Rev. Marion Gerard Gosselink

XX. The Burning Heart
“And they said one to another, Did not
our heart burn within us, while he talked
with us by the way, and while he opened
to us the Scriptures?” — Luke 23:32.

charm-

ing story of her impressions of Japan. Miss Drury’s
father, Dr. John B. Drury, is remembered by many of
our readers as the well-loved editor of the Christian
Intelligencer from 1887 to 1909, and it is evident that
some of his skill in description has been inherited by
his daughter.)

November

24, 1932.

To the Intelligencer:—

Having known and loved the paper since I could remember anything, I am venturing to write a few of my
experiences in Japan. It was early in November when
our ship, the “President Harrison,” docked at Kobe after

need the Burning Heart — the burning heart
T
of love. After all, religion is a poor affair
until it reaches the heart and sets it aglow with

an easy and pleasant voyage across the wide Pacific.
On the pier to welcome us was a life-long friend, Mrs.
John E. Hail, (formerly Miss Harriet Wyckoff, of our

the love of Christ.

Mission.) A more perfect guide could hardly be found
than one so beloved and so intimately acquainted with
the places, people and language. As we travelled about
in the two weeks we were together we were guests in
home after home where she was known, and everywhere
our itinerary was supplemented as the missionary hosts
and hostesses told us what to see in Kyoto, Yokohama,
Tokyo and Nikko. At the last place I had the thrill of
spending the night in a real Japanese hotel, — eating
from cushions on the floor and sleeping on the padded

Y

The great saints of the Church have risen above
their fellows not because they had better religious
views than others but because they felt God more
clearly and burned with an intenser love for Him.
There is no substitute for first-hand appreciation
of God any more than there is substitution for love
in the marriage relationship. Deeper than rituals
and vows; more important than doctrine and laws
is the vital heart-throb of the regenerate soul.

quilts— Japanese style.

But

Face This Problem
One of the Reformed churches, whose pastor is a
young and energetic worker,

feels impelled to address

his congregation through the monthly bulletin in this
fashion. It represents his reaction to a situation which
can be duplicated in hundreds of other congregations,
and which must be grappled with, if the solidarity of
the Church is to be maintained. At the beginning of the
year it might be well to read this article at some church

j
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I

must go back and try to

collect my first im-

pressions as I entered the beautiful Sunrise Kingdom.
As we rode to Osaka the streets were full of contrasts.
Wide streets and narrow ones, high modern buildings
and tiny open shops, cabs, trolley cars, busses, numberless bicycles, and native men and women in their long,
graceful costumes and wooden shoes. The many pictures I had formed of the country came true before my
eyes, and the ride proved all too short.

Finally our cab took us into a narrow lane, and we
were at the Wilmina Jo Gakko School, where I was to
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become a privileged inmate,— growing to know the four
fine American girls who live in their new and convenient
Teachers’

Home.

As we went about the lanes, (called streets,) we met
the school girls, who, alas, had to wear American suits
of blue serge in place of their lovely native dress, and
there I began to learn what a bow can become. The
smile and the graceful bending at the waist became the
usual thing on the street, in the busses, on the elevators

— even the conductors on the trains
thanked us in action and word for our great goodness

in the

in

stores,

entering their realm of duty!

As the “Foreign Ladies” of Wilmina conduct a Sunday school for the small children near the school, every
little tot we met ran out to us and made a low bow in
the most charming manner. And although often dirty,
they wore their dear bright kimonos. One cute little
girl failed to see us coming, and as we were talking and
did not notice her we collided. She turned and said
something in Japanese, and then bowed and laughed.
My companion translated her exclamation as “I am
astonished!” I did wish for my camera that minute. I
carried it pretty faithfully, but too often the very thing
I wanted was toward the sun, or vanished too quickly.
Soon after my arrival my guide and I started on a
week’s tour. It was on a sleeper, in the early morning,
that I caught my first sight of famous Fujiyama. And
soon afterwards I had a most interesting experience. Of
course, the Emperor is the most sacred and noted person in the land, and his duties called him to Osaka, for,
as our train drew near Yokohama, we noticed groups
of school children drawn up in ranks facing our train.
Then we saw flags and more and more children. Preparations for the passing of the Emperor were being
made! The train guard passed through our car and an-

nounced something. It meant that when the Emperor’s
train passed ours we were all to rise and face it. We
did, and I saw an officer in uniform bowing low to his
Royal Majesty’s rapidly passing train.

must say that when we
returned to Osaka a week later the Emperor was still
there. We saw the gaily decorated streets, the arches
of flowers erected near his palace, and by buying a
postal showing him reviewing his troops on his white
horse we were reconciled to not seeing his own royal
Another

digression,— for I

person.

On reaching Yokohama, where should we go but to
Ferris Seminary! There, we received a warm welcome
from the acting Principal, Miss Hayashi, who, by the
way, managed somehow, busy as she was, to take us
under her wing for the rest of the day, giving us a wonderful “gymnabe” luncheon, — a true Japanese meal,
(eaten with difficulty because of the chop sticks,) but
very delicious, — and then a drive to Kamakura.
Ferris Seminary is a joy. Strong, straight, handsome,
it stands overlooking the city. We saw it all and rejoiced in its fine equipment, and most of all in its beautiful chapel. There are now 440 scholars,— over 200
have to be turned away each year, so famous has it
become.

We were entertained in

the attractive Teachers’ Home

by Miss Jean Oltman and Miss Helen Zander. While
upstairs,— still a prisoner from her recent illness, — lies
Miss Jeane Nordhoff, a helpless but happy patient. Her
room seemed to be our Mecca each time we came into
the house. We were so glad to know that although her
convalescence is slow, it is sure. On the Sunday afternoon we were there she was able to be carried downstairs to enjoy with us the open fire and a cup of tea.
The one great' regret we had was the delay of the
steamer bringing back Dr. Luman Shafer’s family, so

that

we had

to miss seeing

67

them and enjoying the

wel-

come prepared for them.

The Sunday schools I saw at Ferris did one’s heart
good. I had seen hordes of school children taken to the
shrines and temples in the land, to learn about the idols
there and to

“My word

bow before them.

I recalled the promise,

me void," as I saw
our teachers and the older Seminary girls faithfully
teaching that Word to the street children who came
. . . shall not return unto

gladly to our building on the Bluff each Sabbath.

After the Sunday schools were dismissed we went
with Miss Hayashi to the Japanese Church, on the site
of the Kaigan Church. The building is being erected
by the Japanese congregation. They are now worshiping in the basement. During the singing of a hymn we
quietly withdrew, and returning to the Bluff we attended a service in the Union Church, conducted by Rev.
Harold Schenck, the pastor.
It was that afternoon, in the Girls’ Dormitory, in Miss
Hayashi’s room, that we had a slight earthquake, — just
enough to show me what the feeling of one is like.
One day in Tokyo was spent under the hospitable

home. We met there the Luben
— still bride and groom! What a contrast

roof of the Stegeman

young people,
the poor frame buildings of the Meiji Gakuin campus
to the fine ones at Ferris ! Even the good looking chapel
had no way of being heated. It hardly seems right
that such a splendid institution, with several hundred
boys, many of whom will grow up into prominent positions, should not have better equipment. However, a
school is really what teachers and scholars make it, and
in that Meiji Gakuin is rich.
That afternoon it was my privilege to be taken by
Mrs. Stegeman to the Tokyo Christian College, a beautiful, well planned and wonderful plant, with a new
library building, of which they are justly proud. I was
delighted to see that the students there wore their becoming Japanese kimonos.
Our return to Osaka makes a good place to say, “Au
Revoir.” Perhaps, if this letter is not too long, you will
let

me

write again, after I reach India.

Moths and Missions
The

title

of the paragraph is suggested by an article

that appeared in “Lutheran Woman’s Work,” the same
being called a parable of today. A woman had stored
a trunk filled with clothing in the house of a relative.
A year later a plague of moths infested the house, and
withstood all remedies to dislodge them. One day a
moth was seen leaving the locked trunk, which had to
be broken open, revealing a mass of clothes alive with
moths, feasting on the garments. And, in the midst
of the ruined clothes was a small box, tied securely,
filled with cedar chips. If these chips had been strewn
among the garments all of them would have been saved.
As it was, the clothes were ruined, while the chips were
useless.
It is a parable of the non-missionary church, of

which

there are too many. The church members know of the
Christ and His commission, and His plan of salvation
for the world that He died to save. Every Sunday they
pray, “Thy Kingdom come.” They have access to the
literature that tells the stories of the work on home
and foreign fields. But they sit in their box (pew) and
do nothing about it, It is a very finely built box, but so
long as it keeps them in, and keeps the rest of the world
out, it is of little value. If these members would scatter
their influence and other forces in the world of need
they would help to hasten the fulfillment of Christ’s
promise, "And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto
me.”
W. N. P. D.

’
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not a peculiar kind of problems but all the problems of

THE HOUSE OF THE

individual and social living. Changing conditions serve
to place emphasis on various problems.

INTERPRETER
By Rev.

XII.

S.

Blocker

How We Know

“'VTO man can say, Jesus

Jesus

Is

God

is Lord, but in the Holy

1

Spirit.” All believing men are agreed about that.
It hath not entered into the heart of the natural man to
recognize the deity of Jesus. The natural man is too
full of prejudice to identify Jesus as the eternal Son of
God.
i.

The natural man believes only what he can understand and explain. Whatever is too high for him, he
forthwith rules out as spurious. His rationalism has no
room for a supernatural person. He never faces Jesus
with unveiled face. His mind is all made up that Jesus
was only a man, a remarkable man, no doubt, but only a

man.
All believers

know

that their estimate of Jesus is too

high for unaided reason. They gratefully acknowledge
the help of the Holy Spirit in their apprehension of
Jesus as God. Even yet, a cloud sometimes settles on
their minds when they have dwelt in the atmosphere of
unbelief. Perhaps it was a book which with much show
of wisdom presented the lower view of Jesus. Perhaps
it was a person of dialectic skill. They found their feet
almost slipping and felt a momentary chill and a horror
of great darkness. But they made haste to draw near
to God and their feet were soon firmly planted again on
the Rock of Ages.
“No man can say, Jesus is Lord, but in the Holy
Spirit.” To keep saying it, to continue crowning Jesus
Lord of all, is possible only “in the Holy Spirit.” To
live the life which matches the faith is likewise possible only “in the Holy Spirit.” The Christian life is
Spirit-born, Spirit-led, Spirit-filled.If to be up-to-date
and scientific and rationalistic, we must get out of the
Holy Spirit, and rely on unaided human reason and proceed according to the anti-supematuralistic canons of
criticism, it is far better to surrender all scholastic
reputation and to continue to walk humbly with God in
His estimate of His Son and in entire dependence on the

Holy

Spirit.

Play has taken a most important place in American
life. Not many years ago many of our middle-aged men
had no sports; now it is common to see hundreds of
business men in gymnasiums, on tennis courts, and golf
courses. Parks and playgrounds are common. Organizations are numerous which sponsor recreational activities. Hundreds of thousands of people are present at
the annual world series of professional baseball. Millions of men and boys utilize every available park, field,
or vacant lot every summer to play ball. Moving picture
attendance has made their production one of our leading industries. Every city and village has its dance
halls, pool rooms, bowling alleys,

By Rev. William A. Heydorn
(The Union Star, of Schenectady, N. Y., is carrying a
series of articles at present, under the general title of
“The Church of Today,” which is being sponsored by
the local Federation of Churches. Last month the following article was published, written by the pastor of
the Woodlawn Reformed Church.)

TTNDERLYING

the multiplicity and ever widening
scope of church activities lies a newly awakened
appreciation of the fact that religion is not merely a
segment of life but that it is an influence which must
permeate the whole. To attempt to restrict religion to

U

the confines of liturgical practise, theological speculation, or even personal morality is to violate its very
nature and to deny its fundamental meaning.
Practically all of the valid charges of hypocrisy which
have been leveled at the Church and church people by
men and movements have been the result of unconscious
denial of the universal application of religion. One can
thus see that the church must face, directly or indirectly,

)

rinks.

forms makes it
one of the most influential factors in the development

The great extent of play in
of

its various

American character.

The church must recognize the

inter-relatedness of

religion and play. It cannot help but exercise constant
vigilance to avoid the evils which professionalism and

commercialism often introduce to pervert the natural
instinct to play. The increase of much juvenile crime
and delinquency can be attributed largely to the exploitation of youth by the commercialization of God given
instincts for play and social enjoyment. The fact that
much of our commercial amusement is wholesome does
not invalidate the fact which any social worker will
corroborate.

But the church must do more than merely

consider

the problem in a negative way. Too long has the church

been considered as an agency to suppress play and

amusement. Play, rightly

directed, develops physical

health and co-ordination. It develops the mental life.
It makes for a spirit of democracy, instills fairness, and
teaches social co-operation. Every church should consider the opportunities for play provided in its community. Where and how do the people play? Is this
play building up or breaking down good character? Is
there adequate play for people of all ages? These and
other questions should be answered.

Churches today are doing much to provide wholesome
facilities for play. They are supporting and encouraging the work of organizations such as the Y. M. C. A.
and Y. W. C. A., Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. They
are supporting movements to provide park and playground space. Recreational surveys are made and results used for definite action.

The Attitude of the Church to Play

and skating

ings used more and
the form of socials,
and club meetings.
ing alleys, and other

We

find the church build-

more for recreational purposes

in

entertainments, musical programs,
Tennis courts, gymnasiums, bowlfacilities are being provided for interested groups. Above all a consciousness of the value

of wholesome play activities is being developed that
shall bring forth leaders to make play an ever increasing
factor in the development of true religious living.

The Resolution
Realizing the urgency of action to prevent pending
legislation on the liquor question the Federation of
Woman’s Boards of Foreign Missions emphatically endorses the plan of the Woman’s National Committee on
Law Enforcement and authorizes its executive officers
to co-operate in every way possible in urging groups of
women to petition state legislatures not to repeal existing laws for enforcement and not to approve the repeal
of the Eighteenth Amendment.
We suggest that this information be sent immediately
to Boards for publicity in denominational church papers.

February
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age groups. It has to do with the life problems of
young people as they arise in every area of their experience, and helps them solve their problems according

CHRISTIAN
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

to the high idealism of the

Ty
\J

Them?

War Debts

from May 1, 1922,
to May 1, 1932, ihe ministers of our Church baptized 56,630 infants. In this same period the enrollment
of our church schools rose from 140,453 to 146,035, an
increase of 5,582, or a little less than one-tenth the numjRING the past ten years, that

is

We have no way of ascertaining
how many of these children who were baptized during
this ten-year period became members of our church

ber of infants baptized.

schools. It would seem, though, that more than one in
ten should find their way into the Sunday school.
When we examine the figures for our three eastern
Particular Synods they are found to be more disconcerting. In the past decade the ministers of our eastern
churches baptized 33,715 infants, whereas the Sunday
school enrollment fell from 94,465 to 87,290, a decrease
of 7,175. There has been likewise a decrease in the
number of catechumens in our eastern churches, the figures reported for 1923 being 5,969, and for 1932, 5,009,
whereas for the Church as a whole the number increased

from 26,181 to 29,944. The number of communicants

in

these eastern churches shows, on the other hand, an increase from 101,520 to 106,313.

This can mean but one thing, namely, that there is a
big leakage in the church schools of our eastern Particular Synods. An examination of the local church
school records would show that this leakage is greatest
in the departments above the Junior age-level. A strong
exodus sets in with the beginning of adolescence, and
many church schools have no classes for young people
of high school and college age.

Why

should this be? The period of adolescence is
the time of high idealism and abundant enthusiasm.
Young people of this age group are intensely interested
in life and in all the problems connected therewith.
Other institutions do not find it difficult to enlist them
for service and challenge them with difficult jobs. See
how they give themselves to their high school and college activities, such as football, basketball, the school
paper, the orchestra and dramatics. Sacrifice has no
terrors for them. Sir Wilfred Grenfell, of Labrador
fame, says that he gets more offers than he can accept
from college men and women who are willing to work
all summer (with him) without pay, and will bear their
own expenses for the privilege.
If our

church schools wish to attract and hold such

dynamic young folk and

enlist their physical, mental

and spiritual powers in Christian service, they can do so
if they will. The secret lies in challenging them with
sacrificial but glorious undertakings. Most young people would jump at the chance to go on a dangerous mission. If they can be brought to see that God is engaged in a terrific war against evil in every form, and
that they can help Him win, they will offer themselves
to give the full measure of their devotion to His cause.
The Church will not have to do for them, but only give
them free opportunity to do something worth while for
their Church, their country and their God.

The new curriculum for young people
along these psychological lines. The

of Galilee, which,

value. To be a teacher
of such young people and to lead them on such a lifequest, is a privilege that angels might well covet.

New Brunswick Seminary

of

Young Man

at their age, they accept at full

Professor Wm. A. Weber

X. What Becomes

69

is proceeding
International

Council of Religious Education is developing a curriculum guide of creative teaching for the leaders of these

a

Concern

of the

Churches

The following statement regarding war debts was
adopted by the Federal Council of Churches of Christ
in America at its Quadrennial Meeting, held at Indianapolis, December 6-9, 1932. It is worthy of the serious
considerationof every Christian.
‘‘The world-wide economic depression and world-wide

unemployment have forced the European nations

to

give up their claims for reparations and have opened up

the question of the payment of the intergovernmental
war debts to the United States.
“In our approach to this question, our primary interest, as Christians, is to set free in the life of the
nations the spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation, to
which the Christian Gospel summons us and which is
the supreme need of the world today. In the present
world turmoil and distress the Christian Church must
lay especial stress upon its teachings of the oneness of
the human family and the interdependence of the nations. True patriotism will seek the well-being of one’s
own nation through that of mankind as a whole. The
solution of the war debt problems, therefore, is a matter
of vital interest to the churches. It involves principlea
of right and justice and vitally affects the welfare of
millions now living and the destiny of millions yet unborn.

“Approaching the problem in this spirit, we believe
that the changed capacity of the debtor nations to pay,
due to the lowered price of goods, to the rise in the
value of gold, and to artificial barriers to trade and
transfer payments, renders necessary a reconsideration
by the United States of the debt funding settlements.

“What

the nations urgently need today is the restora-

tion of hope, mutual confidence, and the revival of the

currents of trade and industry. For this, we believe
that a revision downward of the debts of the United
States is essential. This new settlement should be accompanied by general measures by the various nations
for the reduction of armaments.”

This statement marks an advance in public opinion
among the churches as a whole. It is significant that
at the last General Synod of the Reformed Church there
was adopted a statement which may well be considered
as a fore-runner of that now presented to the church
by the Federal Council. It reads:
“Recognizing that there is a wide diversity of opinion
relating to payment of reparations and war debts, we
believe that these matters must be approached in the
spirit of brotherly conciliation and mutual concern. As
followers of Christ we feel that any emphasis must be
placed not wholly on the legal aspects of the question
but rather on securing a co-operative effort to find solutions which will be productive of the largest good. We
here call to mind our Lord’s instruction: ‘Love thy
neighbor as thyself,’ the parable of the Good Samaritan,
the duty of forgiveness until ‘seventy times seven.’
“In the light of the world’s sad economic plight and
on the basis of the Christian spirit and teaching, we
believe that the whole question of reparations and war
debts should be reconsidered by the people and Govern-

ment of the United States.”
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Diamond Jubilee of Third Hackensack
Church
On January 3rd, 1858, the Classis of Bergen sent a
committee to organize a German speaking church in
Hackensack, N. J. A large number of German families,
chiefly farmers, had recently settled in the southern
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message. This was an

interesting address, full of reminiscences and friendship.

Miss Celia Schiffrin, of the Bergen Church, Jersey
City, sang a group of songs, and then the main address
of the evening was given by Governor A. Harry Moore.
As is probably known to all, Governor Moore is an elder
in the Lafayette Reformed Church, in Jersey City. His
address was thoroughly enjoyed, witty, at first, but
gradually growing serious, and he ended by preaching
as good a sermon as most people hear on any Sunday in

part of the city, or in the adjacent borough of Little
Ferry. Meetings were held in the homes of the settlers,
and in 1860 three lots were donated to the church by
Mr. Zippell, a large land holder of the neighborhood.
Plans were drawn for a building, and it was built and
dedicated in September, 1860. Later a Sunday school
annex was attached to it, and in 1903 a steeple was
erected. In the course of the years the complexion of
the neighborhood has changed to a degree. While a
certain number of old German residents are still living
in their original houses, there has come a large Italian

Sunday evening, January 8th, at 8 o’clock, the final
service of celebration was held. Rev. Otto Bickel, who
gives a monthly sermon in German for the members of
the congregation who are accustomed to that language,

population.

offered the invocation, and after the Scripture reading

church.

On Friday, January

6th, there

was a party for the

children of the church and community, and on Saturday
one for the children of kindergarten age.

Rev. James Boyd Hunter, D.D., offered prayer. The
sermon was delivered by Mr. Wackerbarth and was entitled “Seventy-five Years in Hackensack.” It was a

Y

straightforward summary of the life of a congregation
which, because of its language, was not, in the first part
of its existence, able to make an appeal to those speaking
English, and consequently did not grow commensurately
with the community. Now, with this limitation practically removed, there would seem to be a possibility of
healthful expansion. "Beautiful for situation” the
church now has before it a future which is dependent
upon the growth of the neighborhood and the coming as
residents of a sufficient number of people favorably
disposed to the Reformed Church who will be willing to
affiliate with it and help in its work.

*

'

\
Rev. H. P. Wackerbarth, Governor Moore, Rev. F. W. A. Sawitzky

Seventy-five Years at Metuchen, N. J.
On December

About

six years ago there was an opportunity to sell

the church and site, for use as a branch of the Hackensack Library. It seemed like an excellent piece of business to sell and purchase elsewhere. A site was selected
about a mile west, on a ridge of land which has great
possibilities for residential purposes, and plans for a
modem building were prepared. Work was begun in
1928, and the building, located on the southwest comer
of Prospect and Simons Avenues, was completed in 1929.
It is a fine site,

and an admirably adapted

structure,

but because of the depression, all building of the expected residences has ceased for the time, and while
there are quite a number erected, the financial problems
of the occupants are acute and they are not disposed at
present to aid the church.
Rev. F. W. A. Sawitzky, the pastor by whose enterprise the change in location was made, received a call
to the Canarsie Church in Brooklyn, and accepted it.
At present, Rev. H. P. Wackerbarth, a graduate from
New Brunswick Seminary in 1932, is working as stated
supply, and through his zeal the congregation is slowly
being built up. It was a part of his plan to arouse interest in the church in its new location that led to the
celebration of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the
foundation of the congregation.
The first service was held on Tuesday evening, January 3rd, with an audience that comfortably filled the

auditorium. Mr. Wackerbarth welcomed the friends,
many of whom had traveled long distances, and was
followed by Commissioner Babcock, of the city government of Hackensack, who brought the congratulations
of the Mayor. Mr. Philip Whitfield, of Jersey City, sang
several baritone songs, following which Rev. F. W. A.
Sawitzky, of Brooklyn, the former pastor, brought his

— -

29, 1932, the Metuchen, N. J., Church,

Rev. Frederick Zimmerman, pastor, completed its seventy-fifth year, and the occasion was marked with due
ceremonies. On the birthday date the Anniversary Day
Service was held in the evening, with a historical address, delivered by Rev. W. H. S. Demarest, D.D., President of the New Brunswick Seminary. On the follow-

ing evening, “Home Coming Night” was celebrated,
when a reception and entertainment were the attractions, and old friends returned to renew acquaintances.
On Sunday morning, January 1st, the "Family Pew
Service” was held, with the pastor giving “Reminiscences of Seventy-five Years.” The celebration was
brought to a close by the Federation Union Service on
Sunday evening, with a sermon by Rev. Wm. I. Chamberlain, D.D., of the Board of Foreign Missions.
Dr. W. H. S. Demarest’s address was just the correct
one for the occasion. He gave a clear understanding
of the background, historically, of the country surrounding Metuchen, from the earliest settlement, with especial
reference to the religious development. The D. A. R„
the Masonic Lodge, the Eastern Star and the Boy Scouts
were the special guests.

At the Sunday morning service the Mayor and Council of Metuchen paid their respects to the church by attending the service, when Mr. Zimmerman gave his
chronological resume of the history. This was especially interesting to many old residents, and it has been
printed for distribution among the members.
At the closing service the special guests were the
Junior Order of American Mechanics, the Daughters of
America, the Royal Arcanum, and the Girl Scouts. Dr.
Chamberlain’s sermon was the high spot of the service.

The entire celebration was well planned, and
carried out with perfect co-operation.

it

was
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payment of the list of the subscriptions of our paper. I
have also received the back numbers, which must be a
mistake as my name was not on my list. I withdrew
my subscription and in its place put the name of Miss
M. H.

PAPER PROBLEMS
DISCUSSED BY

THE EDITOR
JTIHE complexity

X

of the problems of the religious paper

becomes apparent after a

illustrate this

little consideration.

To

from the past history of the Christian

Intelligencer is not difficult. From the beginning it
was expected that there would be a certain amount of
revenue from advertising. In those early days each firm
attended to its own publicity, and it was a regular
routine for someone connected with the paper to tour
the business parts of New York and solicit “ads.” The
files of the paper reveal that there were all sorts of
wares advertised, and gradually the dry goods dealers
became the most profitable. The old established firms
were regular customers and found it a sound method of
obtaining purchasers of their wares. It is known that
about the beginning of the century the amount received
from advertising one year was $25,000. It can readily
be seen what a help this was

when added

to the total of

subscriptions.

With the coming in of the advertising agencies the
business of advertising gradually changed in its meth-

and the wider spread of the business brought in
the plans of national campaigns in the daily press,
where the notice of millions of readers could be obtained. The rise of the monthly magazine, which depends almost entirely upon its advertising patronage,
ods,

has also been a factor in the decrease of interest in the

which usually appeals to a clientele
scattered far and wide, and composed of people not always possessed of wealth. It is probable that for the
current year the income of the Christian Intelligencer from advertisements will not amount to a thoureligious press,

sand dollars,— probably

less.

can be seen that with so much revenue cut off, the
position of the religious journal has become exceedingly
difficult. But there is still another side of the matter
which must be taken into consideration. At the beginning of religious journalism the papers gave not only
space to church news but also to general literature and
even to the discussion of farming and other interests.
The religious papers were the first gatherers of general
items of news, just as many local papers today devote
columns to happenings at home and abroad. With the
spread of secular journalism the need for such information decreased, and with the loss of personal responsibility on the part of many church people the desire for
denominational and general religious news diminished
perceptibly. Quite apparently, at present, the attitude
toward religious papers is one of patient forbearance
with a vanishing relic of former days. Few young peoIt

ple care to

To be

become regular readers.

sure, there is at present a splendid group of

mature readers.

Any paper would be proud

to have
such a widely spread group of loyal readers as may be
found in the subscription lists of the Christian Intelligencer. But, alas, that group is not growing larger.
The departure of our aged readers is inevitable. Can
we not get those who will take their places? That is
the problem for this issue. Who has a reply?

Here

is a letter that

came in

week from one of
her writing was very

this

our loyal helpers. Almost blind,
difficult to decipher, but as near as can be determined
reads as follows

:

71

it

—

"Dear Sir:— I have received your receipt for $10

in

- J

“I have been unable to read for the past two years
so thought it best that another should have the subscription. I have failing eyesight, which is my cause.
I have read your paper for fully fifty years, and it is like
dropping an old friend to give it up. I thank you for
your kindness and hope for the continuing success of
your paper, that so nicely keeps us informed of the work
of our Reformed Church. Please pardon the penmanship of this letter, the cause of which is mentioned
above. Sincerely yours.”

Well, this subscriber is going to have her paper,
nevertheless. Someone may read to her at times and
thus she can be kept informed about happenings of her
beloved

Church.

people, loyal

and

It is the belief that there are
true,

gencer that impels us

many

who depend upon the Intelli-

to go forward

from week

to week.

Hope College News
Dawson and Ingham left a very good impression
with the whole student body and faculty because of
their helpful addresses at the chapel services. Dr. Dawson spoke at the Tuesday morning service on how each
student at the College now was somebody’s second
chance, whether that somebody be a parent or pastor
or friend. His genial smile and understanding of young
people’s interests endeared him to the students. Similarly, Dr. Ingham on Wednesday made a very fine address. The visit of these two leaders of our denomination is appreciated and will help to a closer union of
East and West and a sympathetic feeling towards the
Drs.

various needs of our beloved Church.

W. Curtis Snow played two organ numbers during the week at students’ request. On Tuesday morning he presented Russell’s “The Bells of St. Anne de
Beaupre,” and on Wednesday “Canon Walls,” by Clokey.
After chapel service on Wednesday morning he gave a
Prof.

short organ recital for the entertainment of our honored guests.
After its first M. I. A. A. defeat at the hands of Olivet
College last week, our basketball team came back with
a vengeance and defeated Albion College here on last
Friday evening 31 to 26 in a hard, well fought game.
On Wednesday evening, February 18th, the team will
travel to Alma for a game there. The Freshman team
played its first game as a “prelim” to the varsity contest and were defeated by the Albion Freshmen.

The Drama Class taught by Mrs. W. Durfee has
chosen to present as its public play for this year George
M. Cohan's “A Prince There Was.” The nights of February 9th and 10th are being reserved for this. These
plays as presented yearly by this class are popular, and
show careful coaching.

Mr. Marvin Kuizenga led Y. M. and Miss Mildred
Kooiman Y. W. at the last regular meetings. The Student Volunteers have planned for an address on January 26th by Miss Nellie Breen, missionary to Africa, on
some phase of her chosen work. They enjoyed a most
interesting address on Friday afternoon, January 6th,
by Mrs. Charles H. Judd, of the China Inland Mission,
who with her husband spent 33 years in China, and is
now located at Vancouver, B. C., as secretary with her
husband for the Board of the China Inland Mission.
A. E. L.
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‘Adoremus Te, Christe, et Benedicimus Tibi,’ et
cetera.” There are some expressions and directions regarding the attaining of this “Plenary indulgence,"
tion,

which smack of mediaevalism and John
**

* # #
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By "Studens”

“AN EXTRAORDINARY HOLY YEAR”
/^VN January

fifteenth

Pope Pius XI issued a

bull in

which he proclaimed the year beginning with the
Easter season of 1933 as an extraordinary holy year to
be marked by special pilgrimages, prayers and indulgences. He fixes this Passion Week as the nineteenth
centenary of the sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus
Christ and urges upon the members of the Roman
Catholic Church to make this a notable year, marked by
special devotions, prayers and pilgrimages. In return
he promises special indulgences for those of the faithful
who obey this call of the head of the Roman Church.

* * * *

Some question might

Him.”

Managing Editor

Terms
In Clubs of ten or

whole, however, it would almost appear as
though no Christian, whether Catholic or Protestant,
can fail to be stirred by the thought of the nineteenth
centenary of the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We observe significant centenaries. We of the Reformed
Church are still hearing the echoes of our Tercentenary
Celebration ringing in our ears. Very frequently in the
columns of this paper and every other denominational
weekly are to be found accounts of “Silver” and “Golden
Jubilee” anniversary observances, of “Centennial,” “BiCentennial,” and other celebrations. While the crucifixion of our Lord cannot wait for the lapse of a hundred
years before reviving memories of it; while we observe
the remembrance of it in every communion service; and
while we ought always to carry the memory of it in our
hearts, without doubt there is a value in declaring the
various centenaries of that blessed event and asking
that they be observed with special ceremonies. Our
ideas as to the method of celebration may not coincide
with those of our Catholic brethren, but there is “one
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things and we by

*

arise as to the absolute accur-

acy of the computation of the years by which it is determined that this is the nineteenth centenary of the
sufferings of our Lord, but the general accuracy of it
will not be disputed, although it is an innovation in the
Church to attempt to fix absolutely the date of the crucifixion of Jesus. There will be also probably a lifting
of Protestant eyebrows as one reads through the whole
length of the proclamation and discovers that it makes
promises of indulgences in return for the repetition of so
many “Paters, Aves, Glorias, . . . profession of faith
three times as well as the Credo and ... the ejacula-

*****
art of

God and man the Son, our

souls

do magnify the Lord and our spirits do rejoice in God
our Saviour. In common with all Thy followers everywhere we lift our hearts in adoration to Thee. Thou
alone art our Saviour. We praise Thee for release from
sin, for pardon and for peace. As we recall the remembrance of Thy bitter sufferings and death, may it work
within us a lively sense of Thy value to our souls and
work in our hearts through the Holy Ghost, “that wo
may daily more and more with true confidence give ourselves” to Thee. Grant that we may no longer live in
our sins, but Thou in us and we in Thee. Whatever our
vocation or wherever our home may those homes be
brightened by Thy presence and our daily labor inspired
by Thy companionship and by Thy example. Thus, as
the days come and go, may our lives reveal by kindly
deeds, loving words and unselfish service the light which
we have caught reflected from His eyes, the attitudes
which sent Him out always to do good and never harm,
the spirit of self-sacrifice which made Him the servant
of all' and brought Him ultimately to the Cross. So,
grant that His righteousness,His holiness and His joy
may be our portion forever and ever. Amen.

President Coflan at First Bayonne Church.— On Sunday afternoon, January 15th, Rev. Henry Sloane Coffin,
D.D., President of Union Seminary, New York City,
preached at a special service held in the First Church of
Bayonne, N. J., of which Rev. George C. Becker, D.D.,
is pastor. There were about 400 people present to greet
Dr. Coffin. His subject, “What is Spirituality?” was an
especially timely one, in view of the fact that this year
the Federal Council of Churches, the International Council of Religious Education, and the group known as the
Oxford Movement are putting the emphasis on the

"Deepening of the Spiritual Life.” The sermon abounded in Bible references and was deeply devotional and
helpful as well as scholarly. Dr. Coffin is so busy that
Dr. Becker had to date him two years in advance of his
going to Bayonne. ... On Sunday, January 8th, ten
persons were received into membership, six on confession of faith.
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Nassau, N. Y. -On Christmas morning the
superintendent of the Sunday school of the Nassau,
N. Y., Church, of which Rev. W. G. Maat is pastor,
awarded pins with accompanying certificatesto seventeen pupils who had a perfect attendance record for the
year. The Cross and Crown system was introduced at
the beginning of 1932, and 20% of the enrollment had
perfect records. Recently two new classes have been
organized in the school. The school has increased its

Awards

at

contribution to the Progress Council for 1932.

Missionary Tea at Lincoln Park. — On December 13th
the Women’s Missionary Society of the Lincoln Park,
N. J., Church entertained neighboring churches at tea.
Mrs. Garret De Jonge, of the Arabian Mission, spoke to
the group. Her message was most inspiring and il-

73

Men’s Club. Rev. John A. Ingham, D.D., was the speaker, and the Men’s Club and the Men’s Bible Class at-

tended in a body. Sunday, January 22nd, was the
Women’s Service. Rev. Albert von Schlieder, D.D., of
the First Hackensack Church, was the speaker, and the
Women’s League and the Young Women’s Club were
expected to be present. Sunday, January 29th, was to
be the Christian Education Service, with Rev. Edgar F.
Romig, D.D., of the West End Collegiate Church of
New York, as the speaker. The members of the Sunday
school were to attend in a body. On Sunday evening,
February 5th, there is to be a Young People’s Service,
with Rev. W. Frank, Director of Young People’s Work
in the First Presbyterian Church of Englewood, as the
speaker. To this service the Junior, Intermediate and
Senior C. E. Societies are especially invited. In all of
the services special music is a prominent feature.

luminating.

Christmas at Bedminster.— On Friday evening, December 23rd, the Sunday school of the Bedminster, N. J.,
Church held its annual Christmas entertainment. A
large audience enjoyed the fine children’s program, arranged by the pastor’s wife and her committee. During
the evening, the pastor, Rev. C. N. Stevens, was presented with a fine, large turkey, which was clad in a
dress of green and red crepe paper and mounted perkily
on a chair. On Christmas Eve a large group of young
people sang carols outside the homes of many Far Hills
and Bedminster residents. On Christmas Day the service of worship was made especially beautiful through
the singing of special selections by the choir, while the
evening service, which was wholly in charge of the
young people, will long be remembered by all who attended it. It took the form of a pageant, and as the
white robed angels and the dignified and stately Wise
Men marched down the aisles of the church in the flickering candle light, and grouped themselves about a blue
clad

Madonna

sitting by an ancient cradle in the straw,

the real beauty and meaning of Christmas was brought

home to the people as

it could

have been in no other

way.

Good Topics at Woodcliff, -During January at the
Woodcliff, N. J., Community Church, the pastor, Rev.
David Van Strien, has been giving two series of sermons
at the Sunday services. Those for the evening might be
of value elsewhere, and the titles are given here as suggestions to other pastors. The general topic was “Giv-

and the five sermons were entitled: “Giving to
Life a New Meaning;” “Giving to Faith a New Con-

ing,”

tent;” “Giving to Prayer a
to Religion a

New Experience;” "Giving

New Power;” and "Giving

to Christ a

New

A General Notice.— The following appeared in one
the church bulletins the other

Bergenfleld. —

Olsen, pastor of the Clinton

N.

J.,

Rev. Harry A.

Avenue Church,

at Bergen-

has adopted the plan of making the services

of January and February specially attractive, and in
consequence he has a filled church each Sunday evening.

The schedule for January illustrates this. Sunday,
January 8th, Dr. Sarah Hosman, of Arabia, was the
speaker, and the Women’s Missionary Society and the
Girls’

League for Service were

specially invited. Sun-

day, January 15th, was the annual church service of the

The

notice is as follows: “The deacons are about to take
inventory of all church property. If any of the members
have dishes or folding chairs that belong to the church,
please return these articles some time this week.” It
might have been wise to include hymn books in the request for they seem to disappear, even in the Church

House

in

New

York.

Change at the Winnebago Mission.— Rev. G. A.
Watermulder, who for more than twenty years was the
able and consecrated missionary of the Women’s Board
of Domestic Missions at Winnebago, Nebraska, has
again assumed leadership of that Mission, and in addition to his duties there is retained by the Board as
Special Adviser for Indian Work. Decreasing revenue
has made it necessary for the Board to sever relations
between the Winnebago Mission and Rev. Timothy A.
Cramer, who has given faithful service as missionary
there for the past two and a half years, and has shown
excellent administrative ability. Mr. Cramer is now at
his home at 263 Merrill Avenue, Muskegon, Michigan.
Mr. Watermulder’s address should be changed from
Lawrence, Kansas, to Winnebago, Nebraska.

A

“Real” Men’s Dinner in Yonkers.—The Crescent
Place Church of Sherwood Park, Yonkers, N. Y., had an
interesting dinner on Saturday evening, January 14th.
It was a men’s dinner, and in an unusual sense. It was
planned, cooked, and served entirely by the men of the
Consistory. It was a mighty good dinner, too. The

menu

consisted of celery, olives, real chicken soup, roast

string beans,

January Meetings at

locality

will not be indicated, for the application is general.

beef, with plenty of gravy, (not

Possibility.”

field,

week. The exact

of

lumpy gravy,

either,)

mashed potatoes, rolls and butter,

ice

cream in fancy forms, tea-cakes and coffee. The food
was cooked to a turn and served piping hot, and every
diner had all that was wanted. While the members of
the Consistory served the dinner their wives acted as
hostesses. Each presided at one of the tables, which
seated twelve, and thus there were many jolly groups.
Afterwards, the diners visited around with each other,
enjoying an evening of pleasant and friendly intercourse, so that the dinner was a great success, socially
as well as financially.
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New Organ for Bethany Church. — Bethany Memorial
Church, New York City, Rev. Paul R. Dickie, pastor, is
new organ. The old one has been sold and
the new one will probably be ready for use early in
to have a

February.

Recent Events at Trinity Church of Plainfield. Special services were held in Trinity Church of Plainfield, N. J., recently. On Sunday afternoon, December
25th, the pageant, “Dawn in David’s City,” was presented. On Sunday evening, January 1st, a Candle

was designated by the

last

General Synod as

"EDUCATION SUNDAY"

Light Communion Service was held by the four Reformed Churches of the city,— First, Marconnier, Neth-

erwood and Trinity. The consistories of the four
churches, with their ministers gowned, entered the
church in a processional, making an imposing sight.
The four ministers, Revs. John Meyer, A. C. Dykema,
Leonard A. Sibley and John Y. Broek, D.D., conducted
the service. A Christmas hymn, written by Dr. Broek,
“On the Silent Holy Night,” was sung during the service. The Week of Prayer was observed in Trinity
Church on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
evening of the first week of January, with six prayer
meetings in homes in different parts of the city each
night. On the four nights there were twenty-four meetings in as many homes, with a total attendance of about
five hundred people. On Sunday evening, January 8th,

members of Trinity made a visit to Mount Olivet
Reformed Church of Newark, N. J., of which Italian

sixty

congregation Rev. D. N. Febrile is pastor, and conducted
the entire service, taking their choir with them. Dr.

Broek preached the sermon, on “The Supremacy

of

Christ.” The church was crowded to the doors.

Elmsford Has a White Gifts Service— The Church at
Elmsford, N. Y., which is being served by Rev. U. G.
Warren, adopted the idea of a “White Gifts for the
King” service at the Christmas season. It was a very
impressive occasion, and will undoubtedly be the basis
of future celebrations in the Sunday school. The gifts
from the pupils were placed in a manger at the conclusion of their songs and recitations and a great many
were received. Such opportunities to make donations
are gladly accepted even by the smallest child.

Congregational Meeting at Middleburgh.— The annual congregational social of the Middleburgh, N. Y.,
Church, Rev. Wm. R. Buitendorp, pastor, was held on
Tuesday, January 3rd, in the spacious home of Judge
and Mrs. F. Walter Bliss. Following the dinner, reports
were given by representativesof the various organizations, and a social time was enjoyed. There was added
joy in the hearts of the people since Elder Bliss, after
only two years in the New York State Supreme Court,
had received the appointment by Governor Lehman as
Associate Justice of the Appellate Division. He is one
of the youngest men who has served in this responsible
office. Before the dinner the Consistory held its annual
meeting, and the church was found to be in a very substantial

condition.

(

“Elijah” Sung at Dumont.— The Crescendo Club of
Harrington Park, N. J., sang the oratorio of “Elijah” in
the Dumont, N. J., Church on Thursday evening, January 19th. It was a notable performance, and astonished

many

of those

who were unfamiliar with

the high stand-

ards of the conductor of the Club, Mr. Fred A.

The

soloists

Semmens.

were excellent, Edwin Orlando Swain, Bari-

Martha

Duffin Gorst, So-

prano, Ida R. Weirach, Contralto, and

Anthony Travers.

tone, Helen Ardelle, Soprano,

Tenor. The chorus was very

effective and the evening

was one of abundant enjoyment for the large audience
which heard the great work of Mendelssohn.

A CONTRIBUTION FROM EVERY CHURCH
THIS YEAR FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

BOARD OF EDUCATION,
25 East 22nd

Street

Installation at

.

'

R. C. A.

New York, N. Y.

Hempstead, Long

Island

On Sunday afternoon, January 15th, the South Classis
of Long Island installed Rev. William Nash MacNeill as
the first pastor of the recently organized Hempstead
Church, in the suburban district of Long Island, N. Y.
After the opening exercises the Scripture was read by
Rev. John A. De Boer, of the Steinway Church, and
prayer was offered by Rev. Frank M. Kerr, D.D., of the
Hempstead Presbyterian Church. The sermon was delivered by Rev. James S. Kittell, D.D., of the Board of
Domestic Missions. The Office for the Installation of a
Minister was read by Rev. Charles William Roeder, of
the Flatlands Church, President of Classis. The Charge
to the Pastor was given by Rev. Howard C. Hasbrouck,
of the New Lots Church, and that to the People by Rev.
Floyd L. Cornish, of the Forest Park Church. Rev. H.
B. Belcher, D.D., brought the greetings of the other
Hempstead churches. The service ended with the benediction, pronounced by the newly installed pastor.

The work which has culminated in the formation of
the Hempstead Church and its calling of a pastor was
begun by Mr. MacNeill in October, 1928, as a part of
his task as Classical Missionary of the South Classis.
The first services were held in a private house, and so
successful were they that in June, 1929, just eight
months later, the Classis organized the East Hempstead

Community Church. In October, 1929, a store was
hired, and thereafter all the gatherings of the organi-

zation were held in it for a year. In the meantime,
ground was secured and ground was broken for a building in July, 1930, and in October the corner stone was
laid. Later in the month the building was occupied, although it was not completely finished. In January,
1931, Hempstead Village enlarged its borders to take
in a part of East Hempstead, and consequently the name
of the new organization was changed to the Hempstead
Reformed Church. It is interesting to note that in the
early days of settlement of this part of Long Island
there was a Dutch Reformed congregation in what is
now Hempstead, and now, after nearly three centuries,
there is a new organization to continue the tradition.

Mr. MacNeill realizes that the development of the
Church is going to be no easy task, for outside aid is
going to be

difficult to secure, but

he has a nucleus of

earnest workers, and there is the probability of the erection of many new homes in the vicinity as soon as the
return of better days permits their building.

February

t

1,

1933

*

CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER

God's Gardeners
*

By Willard Price

QOUTH

•

Chicago. Tin cans. Cinders. Grimy

lories. Pool halls.

We go down a

fac-

Pawn shops. Dust and smoke.

street full of holes, steering around

broken glass. Railroad tracks on the right. Shabby
gray huts on the left. A depressing scene.
But then we come to an oasis in the desert, a brilliant
spot of color ... a rainbow of a front yard full of nodding flowers! The little house behind it — yes, that is the

number we are looking for.
Our knock is answered, and by the first man with a
clean' shave we have discovered in this part of the city
—a quiet, intelligent, gentle person who does not seem
to belong on this gunman type of street.
So he has made the street, or at least part of it, belong
to him. The house of Gabriel Vas, the Bible man, although as poor as the others, is subtly different — because it is a Christian home. It breathes comfort and
peace. Its plain furnishings, its books, magazines, its
open Bible, are redolent with the personality of those

who

live here.

But the true index to the character of a householder
is his back yard. If his spirit is cinders and dust, so
will his back yard be. If his soul is full of flowers and
springtime, some of the beauty of it will escape into his
back yard.

Knowing

this,

we

really should not gasp with aston-

ishment, as we do, when Gabriel Vas throws open the
back door and leads us into a veritable paradise of
flowers. More than two hundred varieties luxuriate in
this garden, where six years ago there was not a blade
of grass. The splendor of the color symphony is matched
only by the fragrance of the blooms. We cannot decide
whether we are charmed more by things seen or things
smelled— or things tasted, for the garden contains
fruits, berries and vegetables in abundance. In the
center of the garden is a rose-covered bower where
Gabriel Vas, his wife, and son, come for family worship.
When we peer over the vine-covered fences we see
that the contagion has spread. All up and down the
street back yards are flowering from seeds and cuttings
loaned by Mr. Vas. These gardens hardly compare with
his, yet they show plainly the force of good example.
But a Christian who has come to share with hig
Creator the will to create loveliness and beauty does
not stop with the back yards of South Chicago hovels!
He goes on to the dusty, hidden back yards of men’s

75

world. Somehow his carrots and cabbages do not seem
very important now. Finally it is the Bible man who
must excuse himself, on the plea that there are many
other people he must visit. As he passes on down the
street, I see the vender standing motionless beside his
load forgetful of everything except the little book which
he is reading.

Anyone and everyone is a “prospect” for the Bible
man : the street-cleaner,who stands below the curb with
brush and can, and smokes his pipe meditatively as he
listens; a mechanic poised on a step-ladder, repairing
the top of an automobile; two young men at the door
of a pool hall; an unemployed father wheeling a baby
carriage ceaselessly up and down the block, and glad
enough to have a companion for half a dozen round
trips; the proprietor of a Mexican restaurant, whose
white-scrawled windows proclaim the virtues of hot
tamales and chili con carne; a housewife going home,
carrying a full shopping bag and trailing a drowsy child

who

is not too sleepy, however, to

demand that

his

mother buy a Gospel because of the bright picture on
the cover; a haberdasher; a policeman; a priest; and
what seems to be a bundle of rags in a dark doorway
but is the not very human form of a down-and-out.
Vas loves them all; lifts them to a higher plane of
thought and action; gives them a glimpse of a better
life. He works quietly. He is no blustering salesman.
He appears almost timid. But what seems to be timidity is really a Christ-like gentleness.

He

will approach anyone,

He has no

anywhere. His

— yet the listener soon realizes that here

fear.

voice is low

is

a

man who

speaks with authority.

He could accomplish much by the spoken word alone,
but he uses it only to introduce the Book. He himself
was converted by reading the Bible, therefore he has
the utmost faith in its power. He wants to get a copy
of it, or a portion of it, into the hands of everyone
who needs help — and who does not? No one pays him
a salary to do this work. He depends for his livelihood
upon the commissions from the sale of Scriptures. And
yet, time after time during the day, I see him give to
those who cannot buy, thus not only sacrificing his commission, but cheerfully charging himself with the cost
of the book he has given away. And I see him talk long
and earnestly, in one case for more than an hour, to
indigent persons to whom he has already given the
Word, and who cannot possibly yield him a cent of profit.
No, it is the joy of gardening that keeps him at it.
He likes to see the crusted soil breaking open, the seeds

hearts.

of truth germinating, the tender shoots of faith appear-

watch Gabriel Vas as he does it. With his bag full
of Bibles, Testaments and Gospels which the American
Bible Society has supplied to him as one of its official
colporteurs, he goes out into the dust-swirling street.
Yonder is a peripatetic grocery on wheels and a vender
with a raucous voice who is proclaiming that he has
fresh carrots, beans and cabbages for sale, cheap.
“But not so cheap as this,” interrupts Gabriel Vas
quietly, displaying an open Gospel of St. John. “Sal-

ing, and at last the flowers

I

vation is free.”

How

a busy street-grocerbrook such interference? I soon see. After a moment of surprise, he
buries the silent Mr. Vas under a storm of abuse. But
the Bible man comes up smiling. He replies calmly,
persuasively. He is happy, because there is nothing he
will

likes better than gardening, and he is gardening to plant

seeds in this hard soil. The horses stand lazily, the
scale swings empty, as the vender, now silent in his turn,
listens to the earnest message and turns the pages of the
Gospel that Mr. Vas has pressed into his hand. He is
listening to a great story, the greatest story in the

and

fruit of a Christ-filled

spreading fragrance and beauty in a drab world.
It is happy work, but not easy. There is daily persecution, scorn, scoffing, rebuke and rebuff. But he
never dares indulge his temper. He must bear all in-

life

dignities with dignity.

He must remember whose am-

bassador he is. At the end of the day he seeks the
garden behind his home. He goes to work with shears,
and hoe and hose. I express surprise that he is able
to work thus after tramping the streets all day.
"It refreshes me,” he says. “I store up strength here
for the next day.”

When

the last scarlet light of the afterglow is mirrored in the roses, I meet with the Vas family in the
little bower for evening worship. And as Gabriel Vas
prays that the labor of the day may prove fruitful, I
recall the many similar prayers I have heard, the petitions of Bible men throughout this land and beyond the
seas who have dedicated their lives to making the
beauty of holiness bloom in the neglected back yards
of the hearts of men.
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Death of Rev. Martin C. Ruisard
Rev. Martin C. Ruisard, pastor of the Gibbsville, Wisconsin, Church, died on January 11, according to advices
received recently. It appears that he was taken ill with
pneumonia, from which he seemingly was making a satisfactory recovery, but a sudden stroke brought on his
death. He leaves a widow and one son, aged about

ending December 31, 1932, the Disabled Ministers’ Fund paid out $13,-

sixteen.

Mr. Ruisard was born in Zeeland, Netherlands, on
February 11, 1877. His collegiate education was obtained in Hope College, from which he graduated in
1905. Entering the Western Seminary he graduated in
1908 and was licensed by the Classis of Holland. His
first charge was at Grandville, Michigan, where he remained from 1908

378.32 more than it received from

all

sources.

What will

this mean, if continued, in

deprivation to orphans, widows and

1910. He then went to Otley, Iowa,
for five years, and in 1916 he became pastor of Hope
Church, of Sheboygan, Wisconsin. He was pastor there
until 1921, when he accepted the call to the Gibbsville
Church, where he remained until his death.
The death of Mr. Ruisard is the eleventh reported this
synodical year, and strangely it is the first one reported
from the West, the others all being in the eastern part
of the Church.
to

ministers wrecked in health?

®ie

jUtmsiters’ Jfunb

of the Reformed Church in America

25 EAST 22nd STREET.

NEW YORK

Readers Can Help Here
The following letter indicates a definite need in connection with some of our churches, and suggests a way
by which it can be met. The Board of Publication and
Bible School Work will be happy to act as the channel
between schools which need library books and those
who have no further use for them. Any school having
library books in good condition and that will send them
prepaid to the Board of Publication and Bible School

Work can

rest assured that the books will be put into

Rural

Churches and the Young People

In a recent report of a survey of a county in the
southwest of

New York

the chief reasons for the neglect

of the Church by the young people were poor roads, and

too little effort of the churches to interest the youth of
the communities. The survey shows that in 1900 there
were 1,844 members in young people’s societies, and only
317 in 1930. Interrogating 400 youths the investigator

69%

were church members; and 80% of the
youths in the villages surveyed were members of the

the hands of the schools needing them. Any schools
desiring such books should apply to the Board, and be

found

willing to pay the expressage. The letter is as follows

rural churches. Of these,

:

ly,

Fairview, South Dakota,

Board of Publication and Bible
New York City.
Gentlemen

:

December 13,
School Work,

1932.

—

We were happy

to receive such a liberal assortment of

books from you recently. It made a wonderful addition
to our library, which holds at present some four hundred
volumes.

Our people are very enthusiastic about the library,
which is evident by the number of volumes that are
taken out every week. Very few of the smaller churches
possess a library and hardly a town around here can
boast of a public library. There is no form of entertainment around here that is fit for the young people or
older folk, so the books are taking the place of outside
activities and are appreciated and educational for the
rural home.

The long winter nights are with us again, and Jack
Frost is bringing us plenty of winter. Last night and
the night before the mercury dropped to 25 degrees below zero ! On such nights a good book is a real friend.
We are busy with our Christmas program, which we
hope to have on the afternoon of December 24th. This
is always a red-letter day in the lives of the country
folk, and we hope that this year, in spite of financial
conditions, will be no exception.
Thanking you again for the help and books sent, we
Yours for greater service,
The First Reformed Church,
Fairview, South Dakota,
H. J. Aberson, Pastor.

are,

of

57% attend

services regular-

whom 33% live two miles from the church. Yet,
the 69% membership it was discovered that but 27%
of

belonged to the young people’s societies. In the search
for these figures the surveyor saw a lack of coherence
between the programs set up and what the youth want
and ought to have. He advocates that, where needful,
the minister, who often takes up too much time in the
meetings, ought to be muzzled. At a Young People’s
Conference he attended, one of the societies reported
through a sixty year old member. He thinks there
ought to be a limit set for junior organizations whereby
after the age of 45 members should withdraw from
active participation.
It was found that roads and distances make a great

by the minister. In a period of
six months 65% of the homes where young people live
difference in the calls

were

seems to be a plan
in the rural churches to stop at the limits of the communities rather than to go out into the byways and
highways beyond. Here, too, is recognized the extra
work the rural pastor has, and the extra costs that the
city minister does not have to meet. It does not seem
visited by the ministers. There

to be fair to put all this expense on the country pastors,

most

of

whom have

but a meager stipend.

The survey shows that in 86 out of every 100 rural
homes somebody belongs to the church. Probably this
communities. In 71 of these 86
homes, both parents and children are church members,
while in 13 only the parents are members. The rural
church today ought to have more consideration from
graduates from the seminaries, and if the future is to be
taken into account a program must prevail that will atis typical of all rural

tract and hold the

youth.

W. N.

P. D.
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GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY

1

9

WOMEN'S BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS

3
2

trayed by various members, each one miniature pin of the Goat-of-Arms of the
lighting a candle as she spoke. The pas- Dutch Reformed Church as a token of
tor, Rev. L. M. Braam, then spoke of the their Life Membership.
“Rrnder therefore to all their due*
hope that the Indian, the foreign-born,
tributes to whom tribute; . . . honour
to whom honour.”
the mountaineer, and the Mexican have
Double Birthday Party in
npuE Golden Anniversary offers a won* that this work may be carried on for
1 derful opportunity to "render honour them in the future.
Brunswick, N. J.
On the table there was also a large
to whom honour is due/’ — to the president of your auxiliary or any of its offi- birthday cake holding forty-five candles, rvN December 5th the Second Church
representing the years of service of the
cers; to your oldest member ; to one who
\J of New Brunswick, Newr Jersey, obhas given outstanding service; to Lawyersville Women’s Missionary So- served the Golden Anniversary of the
the missionary you are supporting in the ciety. There is only one living charter Women’s Board of Domestic Missions
member of the local society — Mrs. Anna
field — hy conferring a Life Membership
and the Fifty-first Anniversary of the
in the Women’s Board of Domestic Mis- E. Dana— who read her reminiscences of founding of the Women’s Domestic Missions, thus also honoring and recogniz- how the society started with four mem- sionary Society of the local church. In
ing the Board’s fifty years of Christlike bers, each holding an office, and now response to the attractive invitation,
ministry among the poor, the sick, the after forty-five years numbers sixty-two "When it’s a fiftieth birthday everybody
isolated, the underprivilegedpeople of members. While Mrs. Dana lighted the must come,”— about seventy -five women
candles on the birthday cake the hymns,
our land.
"For All the Saints Who From Their gathered in the Church House, where
Throughout the history of the Board, Labors Rest,” and "In the Sweet Bye- they were greeted by the pastor’s wife,
Life Membership has honored those and-Bye,” were sung by Mrs. Braam.
Mrs. Milton T. Stauffer, assisted by Miss
women who have been leaders in the deThe following is the brief statement of Sarah Roe and Miss Anne Atkinson.
velopment of women’s missionary work the history of the Lawyersville MissionThe President of the Missionary Soin the Church. Life Memberships, howciety, Mrs. Edward S. Worcester, opened
ary Society, written by Mrs. Dana:
ever, need not be confined to the women
the program with a w’ord of welcome. A
"1 am pleased that some of the memof the Church. Why not honor your pascommemorative devotional service was
bers of our Missionary Society are anxtor, your Sunday school superintendent
ious to know something of our beginnings led by Dr. Stauffer. A letter of congratuor teachers, a missionary on the field,
and how we started, and who helped us lation from Mrs. James E. Graham, Presihy adding his name to the long list of organize. As I am the only living char- dent of the Women’s Board of Domestic
those who have been interested in the
Missions, wTas read by the Secretary.
ter member it is alone for me to give its
Miss Helen Payne, who had gone as
work of Domestic Missions?
history.
delegate
to the Golden Anniversary MeetThe Particular Synod of New York
"Our organization was under the sushould be congratulated upon having pervision of our pastor, Rev. J. G. Fagg, ing of the Board in New York on Novembeen credited with thirty-two Life Mem- who was writh us only a short time. He ber 15, gave a brief report of that meetberships; this places it at the head of left our Lawyersville Church to go as a ing. Mrs. Sidney P. Noe. President of
the list of Synods. New Brunswick missionary to China. Our society was the Young Women’s Mission Guild,
Synod has conferred this honor on four- started with four women on July 23, 1887. brought the greetings and congratulations
teen auxiliary members; nine women in The women •were as follows: Mrs. Jared of the Guild, and reviewed the various
Chicago Synod, nine in Albany, and three Van Wagenen, Sr., Mrs. L. A. Van Woert, other organizations which at different
in Iowa have been made Life Members. Mrs. E. S. Hallenbeck and myself (Mrs. times had been sponsored by the Missionary Society,— the Mission Band, the
The Classis of New' York heads the Anna E. Dana). We met in Mrs. Van Church League for Service, and the Junlist of Classes with twenty memberships. Woert’s parlor, now the house owrned by
Mr. Jacob Hutton, next to the church. ior Church League.
Two churches in the Classis stand out,
After the singing of one of the Golden
the Marble Collegiate Church with eleven The officers were as follows: Mrs. L. A.
Anniversary hymns, "A m e r i c a for
and the West End Collegiate Church with Van Woert, President: Mrs. J. Van WageChrist,” the history of the Domestic Misnen, Sr., Vice-President;Mrs. E. C. Haleight memberships.
sionary Society and of the Domestic
lenbeck, Treasurer, and myself Secretary,
It is hoped— and urged — that between
Board was commenmorated in a Candlenow and June every auxiliary will make which office 1 held for some time.
Lighting Ceremony. On a table before
"Mrs. Willis Van Wagenen, then visita special effort to contribute at least one
the audience was placed a large birthday
$25 Life Membership to the Board. A ing Mrs. Jared Van Wagenen, Sr., al- cake, surrounded by w'hite candles outGolden Anniversary certificate will he lowed her name to be on our records as lining the letters W. B. D. M. — R. C. A.
sent to each person who is honored by one new member; her name was on our on a blue background The first candle
book until we became stronger; then she
this form of giving.
resigned. We had our meetings just was lighted by Miss Mary A. Demarest,
who in honor of the occasion wore a
the same every month and after we became a little stronger we had an open quaintly becoming costume of fifty years
Anniversary Celebration meeting in our church, conducted by our ago. Miss Demarest told of the founding of the Women’s Domestic Missionary
society, once a year.
at Lawyersville
"Our first new member was Mrs. Geo. Society in the Second Church on October
10, 1881, under the leadership of Mrs.
fFIHE monthly meeting of the Women’s Hager, and then Mrs. E. W. Lament.
Mancius H. Hutton, whose husband w'as
A Missionary Society of the LawTyers- That was forty-five years ago. Do you then
pastor of the church. Miss Demarville, N. Y., Reformed Church was held wonder that it is a dear organization to
me? I have simply grown old with it. est described the packing of the first box

Life

Membership

;

New

—

on Thursday, November 10, at the home
Sommers, w’ith more than

And

as the years have come and gone
w*e
have
added to our membership sixtyforty-five members present. A program
with impressive ceremonies was given tw'o members or over and we are growing
in honor of the Golden Anniversary of stronger every year.
"This is simply just a short history of
the Women’s Board of Domestic Misour
commencement.”
sions of the Reformed Church and also
During the past three years the sofitting recognition was made of the 45th
anniversary of the organization of the ciety has each year made one of the older members a Life Member of the
local missionary society.
The president, Mrs. Jared Van Wage- Women’s Board of Foreign or Domestic
nen, 3rd, presided over the meeting at a Missions by a gift of $25 over and above
beautifully decorated table upon which the regular contributions. This year
had been placed the letters W. B. D. M. Mrs. Alfred Osterhout wTas made a Life
and tall yellow taper candles represent- Member. Previous to this Mrs. Anna E.
ing the different ^elds of labor of the Dana and Mrs. Raney Snyder had the
Women’s Board. The work done in these honor conferred upon them. At the Nofields during the past decades was por- vember meeting they were each given a

of Mrs. Virgil

sent out by the Society^ a Christmas gift
for a needy pastor with eleven children.

She named the various

officers,

whom Miss Anne Cook

among

held the record
for the longest service, having been
Treasurer for eighteen years. After thirty years of independent existence, the
Society united with the Women’s Foreign
Missionary Society of the church to form
the present Women’s Missionary Society.
The history of the Women’s Board of
Domestic Missions was next presented
by a group of members of the Society,
each of whom lighted a number of candles to represent the period of years
which she reviewed. Next, four tall, red
(Continued on page 80)
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YOUNG PEOPLE

RACE RELATIONS SUNDAY * FEBRUARY
Why Race

Relations

Sunday?

Race Relations Sunday has been established as an annual observance for the
furtherance of understanding and goodwill between races. The Race Relations

Department of the Federal Council

of
Churches has published plans for the observance of this day that are being widely used by religious groups through the
nation. These include Dr. Poling’s mes-

sage, the Race Relations Program, and
some of the other material used on this
page. The Race Relations Program will
be used by young people of at least twenty-six denominations.
Is it important that church groups set
aside at least one day for special consideration of race relations? Dr. Robert
R. Moton, Principal of Tuskegee Institute, says in a special message to the
churches of our land: “The problem of
race relations becomes increasingly serious as human contacts become more
widely extended. At one time it was,
perhaps, possible to separate and to keep
separate the different groups of the human family, but modern inventions have
broken down ancient barriers. In spite
of the declarations of pseudo-philosophers, there is nothing in human instinct
which tends to keep races apart. It is
not, therefore, a question of whether
races will mingle or not but of whether
or not they wish to live together in goodwill and helpfulness or in hatred and antagonism. All of the forces of our modern age are operating to extend the
bounds of the human family with a power
that cannot be thwarted.”

What Young People Can Do
1.

Begin on Race Relations Sunday a

*A

4.

*

Education Movement, New York, cloth, $1,
paper 60c.
*Iiacc Attitudes in Children, by Bruno Lasker,
Henry Holt Co.. New York. $4.00. (A digest of this book may be secured from the
Commission on Race Relations for 6 cents.)
Racial Factor g m American Industry, by Henry Feldman, Harper & Bros., New York, $1.

Wav

borrowed for ten cents from the Leads Loan Library, Department of Missionary Edu-

er
cation.

is not far

away from any one of

us

;

He watches o’er His children day and ni^ht
On every darkened soul He sheds His light
Every burdened heart He cheers, and lends
;

;

His might
ail

who know His voice.

(Thomas Curtis

Clark)

SCRIPTURE — (Suggested readings

are:

Acts 8:27-39; John 12:20-36; Matthew

Luke

8:5-13;

A MESSAGE
—
DR.

from

DANIEL

PRAYER— (By

—

A.

RESPONSE

POLING

7:11-19.)

the pastor.)

— By all (softly sung):

In Christ there is no East nor West,
In Him no South nor Ngrth
But one great fellowship of love
Throughout the whole wide **arth.
(St. Peter, C. M., Oxenham)
,

;

President, International Society of

Christian Endeavor

my

conviction that the settling
of race problems lies largely in the
hands of youth. As I am in touch w ith
the young people of this nation and
other parts of the world, I rejoice to
find they are seeking to free themIt is

selves from the prejudices w'hich have

hindered past generations in the
building of a Christian society. They
are not afraid to tackle the difficult
problems of race relationships. I believe that we can trust their courage
and their spirit of fair play to settle
these problems on the basis of justice

OFFERINGOFFERTORY

—

Young People’s Quartet

— A Negro Spiritual, or “Lord, while
for all mankind wre pray” (No. 243,
Hymnal for American Youth).

ADDRESS

or addresses by young people
or visiting representative of another race.

CLOSING PRAYER— By
May

the peace of Christ

a young person:

move

mightily in our

hearts,

That we may he dedicated to kindness and
mercy

;

That we may

and goodwill.

hatred

Ik*

restrained from anger and

;

That the Kingdom of God may he established

— Issued by the Commission
on Race Relations of the
Federal Council.

contributions have other races than our
own made to our national life and world

And

in our midst :
that all of the children of
time,

men, in our

And through the guidance of the Prince

life?

of

Peace.
May establish the

What

of Missionary Education, 25 East 22nd
Street, New York City, will be glad to
give you program suggestions.
2. Arrange a concert with singers of
other racial groups, or bring to your community a glee club from a Negro school
or college, and actively promote such
events.* Promotion may be aided by
forming a sponsors committee, including
some of the best known men and women
of your community.
3. Conduct a young people’s mass

God

be

What

The Commission on Race Relations of
the Federal Council, 105 East 22nd
Street, New York City, will be glad to
send free material, and the Department

INVOCATION—

To

as:

ences ?

12, 1933

other races in their home lands and in
Race Relations Program
America.
A speaker from one such race might
for a
have part in such a program. Exhibits
would include photographs, charts, handYoung People's Society
work, and other graphic representations
of the possibilities of the racial stocks
PRELUDE -A Negro Spiritual.
other than our own.
Read books on race relations. Some PROCESSIONAL — Young People’s Choir
good ones are:
— “0 Beautiful for Spacious Skies’’
(Materna, C. M. D., Bates-Ward).
Hlivd S/wts, by Henry S. Leiper, Missionary

study course to deal with such questions

bases, true or false, arc there for socalled "race supremacy"?
Is so-called "superiority" due to superiority of
education or of opportunity? If so, what
remedies does that fact suffgest?
Poes our community Rive all races a square
deal?
Do you think Christ recognized race differ-

1, 193'»

governmentsof nations
justice and of love.
Hear us and guide us. our Father,
In the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ.

Upon the foundations of

A Prayer

for Fellowship

in, Thou Love that flllest all;
our rival faiths within Thy fold;

Gather us
Gather

Rend each man’s

temple-veil, and bid

it

fall,

That

we may know

been of old.
Gather us

that

Thou

hast

.x

Amen.

Jesus, I Have Promised” or
“Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult.”

BENEDICTION—
—Prepared by Carlton M. Sherwood.

in!

names we

(Harry Thomas Stock)

HYMN— “0

General Secretary, International
of Christian Endeavor.

stretch a

So-

ciety

Gather us in; we worship only Thee;
In varied

.

common

hand;
In diverse forms a common soul w'e see;
In many ships we seek one spirit-land.
Gather us in!

Each sees one color of Thy rainbow-light,
Each looks upon one tint and calls it

O, at the eagle’s height,

To lie in the sweet of the sun.
While veil after veil takes flight,
And God and the world are one.
O, the night on the steep!
All that his eyes saw dim
Grows light in the dusky deep,
And God is alone with him.

heaven;
Thou art the fullness of our partial sight,
We are not perfect till we find tjie seven.
meeting, or an exhibit, to center favorGather us in!
* Intended for a public church service conducted
able attention of your own group and alby young people, *but may be adapted for use in a
— George Matheson,
young people’s meeting on Race Relations Sunday
lied groups on the accomplishments of
in Federal Council Bulletin.
or at any other time.
'
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GOOD RACE RELATIONS BEGIN

AT

NOME
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and at once you reply, “I do not believe
it, I know him better than you do, and
he is above such a thing.”

jforum of jHetfjobS

Note: As you

think of the above characteristics in the meeting you will find
it very interesting to have the members
present tell, from their knowledge of the
life of Jesus, instances that illustrate the

FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND

YOUNG PEOPLE’S

SOCIETIES
Conducted by Rev. Abram Duryee

Christian Endeavor Topic

When

Benevolent Societies

THE AMERICAN SEAMEN’S
FRIEND SOCIETY

1828

Organized

Incorporat«*d 1833

The only American undenominationalSociety
doing welfare work for seamen in sixteen affiliated and co-operatingstations in Japan, Europe.
South America and the United States.
Libraries ($25) for crews at sea placed
Have someone tell the old story of onLoan
vessels sailing from New York.
Damon and Pythias and their wonderful Shipwrecked and destitute seamen aided.

above

Sunday, February

79

12, 1933

Is Friendship Christian?

Acts 9:26, 27; John 15:13

According to the first Scripture passage
one is a true friend, that is a Christian
friend, when he opens the way and introduces a person to a circle of friends.
Barnabas was a\Christian friend to Paul.

The disciples at Jerusalem had heard of
the way Paul had persecuted the Christians, and when he came to Jerusalem
they were afraid of him, hut Barnabas
vouched for him and showed by what
Paul had done that he was now a Christian. Sometimes we can introduce our
friends to others and help them a lot by

five

points.

•

PUBLISHES the “Sailors' Magazine" ($1.00).
friendship. When Damon had been senSUPPORTED
by contributions and legacies.
tenced to die by the tyrant Dionysius, he
Winchester Noyes, President ; George Sidney
wanted to go home and bid farewell to Webster, D.D., Secretary.
Clarence C. Pinneo, Treasurer, 72 Wall Street.
his family before the execution. Then
his friend Pythias went to the tyrant and New York, to whom contributionsmay be sent.
offered to take Damon’s place in prison
while he went back home, and he offered
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY
to die in his place if he did not come
(Organized 1825)
back. Damon went home, and returned The. century-old and approved agency of the
to the prison just as they were leading Churches for the publicationand circulation of
Pythias out to die. Dionysius was so Christian Literature in 50 languages.
Distributedlast year 5.585.879 pieces of literaimpressed with the wonderful friendship
ture where the need was greatest.
of these two men that he set them both
The Society is vigorously counteracting the orfree, and then requested that he might gar.5zc»d and increasing atheistic assaults on the
Christian faith, especially among our new Ameribe in the circle of their friendship.
cans.
Have someone tell also the story of WILL YOU HELP by a personal Donation, by
Jonathan and David. Then see if any a bequest in your Will, by the purchase of Annuity Bonds?

member

can tell of a real friendship beDonations and inquiries should be sent to
so doing, and this is especially true in tween young people that has impressed West 45th Street, New York City.
these' times when there is so much un- him.

7

employment.
YORK SABBATH
In the second passage of Scripture w’e
SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS
COMMITTEE
have the statement of the supreme test
of Christian friendship. We can know
(Incorporated)
A good deal of Christian friendship is
Organized
Incorporated 1884
that friendship is Christian w’hen it shown by non-Christians. Read Acts
makes real sacrifices. The giving of 28:1, 2. Kindness is Christian.
Local, National and International.Secures, deone's life for another is the highest exChristian friendship is the kind of fends and enforces wholesome Sunday laws with
pression of Christian friendship known friendship that Jesus would show were the privilege of worship for everybody.
Its literature includes more than a hundred titles
to mortal minds.
He in our place. Such friendship looks besides a periodical.
Supported by voluntary contributions.
for no return: it comes from pure love.
Address correspondence and remittance to THE
Christian friendship is not influenced NEW
YORK SABBATH COMMITTEE, Room 231,
This is a good opportunity to study by evil reports. It does not condemn on Bible House,
New York City.
the characteristics of the friendship of account of gossip. It seeks the truth,
Officers : Chairman. Charles F. Darlington
Jesus. Here are some of them you should and it seeks to help the friend. It is not Treasurer. E. Francis Hyde; Secretary, Duncan J.
MrMillan.
dwell upon in the meeting:
fair weather friendship.
MEMBERSHIP represents the various denomi1. Jesus was sympathetic. He sawr the
Christian friendship will not see a nations. Catholic and Protestant.
individual in the crowd and sympathized friend going astray without trying to

NEW

1857

;

with

him. He

sorrow’ed with those wrho save him. It will not justify evil, but it
w’ere sad, and He rejoiced with those who
will not spread gossip. It will be helpful,

were glad. He

is

the same Saviour

day, entering personally into our
experiences.
2.

to-

human

Jesus is always accessible. The

A

latch-string of His life is always on the

FEW ILLUSTRATIONS

when you wish

to

NEW BRUNSWICK
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

A

business man was asked what he
see a busy man. or one who occupies an valued most in his fifty years’ experience.
important position, you find the sign “No “The friendships I have made,” he reAdmission” written upon his door, or you plied.
must run the gauntlet of guards and secOne does not expect to-see much Chrisretaries before you can get an audience tianity on the battlefield, but wiien a
with him. But not so with Jesus. He man, at the risk of his own life, goes out
was never too busy to help those who and brings in a wounded comrade, that
came to Him, and He welcomes us today. is friendship which is Christian.
By His laying aside His earthly body He
“You haven’t heard the newrs,” said
has made it possible for everyone to one to a friend. “I am a ruined man.”
come to Him for the help He alone can “Ruined, how*, where?” “My possessions
give. He invites us to come.
are gone.” “Don’t reckon me among
3. A true friend always sees your good
your possessions,” said the friend. “I
qualities rather than your poor ones. He stay by you.”
may criticize you, hut it is with the deNote friendship w'hich is un-Christian.
sire to help you that he does so. Think
The man that tempts a hoy to drink or
of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.
It was a time when He needed His keep company with roysterers is a fair
friends most, but instead of watching example. Friendship is Christian when
they fell asleep. Then think how ready it leads one to strive for a higher life.
He was to excuse them. He said, “The
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
He knew how weary they were, and He
believed .in their desire to watch with
Him.
4. He showed that He was a real friend
CO.
by the sacrifices He made on their beTROY. N.Y.
half. That was characteristic of His
AND
whole life, and in the end He died upon
?20BROAoww.N.rcrrr
the cross to save the world.

outside. Sometimes

Educational Institution

or, if help is rejected, silent.

MENEELY

FOUNDED
Year

1932 33

1784

Begins September 21

FACULTY
John H. Raven.

Testament
Testament
Edward S. Worcester, D.D.. .Sf/stema/ur Theology
Theodore Floyd Bayles. D.D.
Practical Theology
Milton J. Hoffman, D.D ........... Church History
William A. Weber. DD ....... Religious Education
Louis H. Holden. Ph.D.. D.D ........ English Bible
W. H. S. Pemarest. D.D .LL D., Constitution. R.C.A.
Milton T Stauffer. D.D., F.R.G.S ......... Mission*
John W.

D.D ............... Old
Beardslee. Jr., Ph.D..P.P.. New
.

.

.

Justin Williams ........................ Elocution

LIBRARY

62.000

VOLUMES

John C. Van Dyke, L.H.P., LL.D ....... librarian
Edward S. Worcester, D.D ..... Associate Librarian
B.D. and Th.M. DEGREES
Conferred by Rutgers University

W. H. S. Pemarest,
New Brunswick, N. J.

Address Dr.

President

BELL

Christian friendship is constant.
Someone accuses your friend to you,
5.

7

BELLS

PARKER’S
HAIR BALSAM
Remove* Dandruff— Stop*
Beaut^

to

jr

Hair Falling

•ncTp aded Hair

60c. and $1.00 at druggist*.

Hlscoi Chem. Work*. Patchogue,N. Y.
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Golden Anniversary

February

lates around the furnace, it will be heated to the boiling point ajid then pass

1, 1933

Deaths

through a coil enclosed within a cake of

(Continued from page 77)

ice.
IN MEMORIAM
corners of the table, symWhereas, it has pleased our Heavenly Father to
bolizing the fields of work under the care
take from us our loving friend and co-worker,
of the Women’s Board of Domestic MisCradle Roll,
B. D.
MISS MARY DEYO,
sions, were lighted by four young girls
whose life was dedicated to the service of the Masin costume, each girl making an appeal Franklin Church, Nutlcy, N. J.
ter, in the mission fields of Japan f<g- over fifteen
(iail V. Atchison,
years, and in her untiring efforts in our communfor the work which she represented.
Enrolled by her grandmother, Mrs. H. M.
ity, therefore be it
An offering was taken, which by vote
Atchison.
Resolved, that we, the Ladies' Aid Society of
of the Society was to be added to the Second Church, New Hrunnwick, N. J.
the Reformed Church of Gardiner, N. Y.\ extend
Robert Douglas Mell
to her relatives our heartfelt sympathy. Be it
Cornelia Anderson Fund, as a memorial
Marie Ixuraine Boulhouwer
further
to Mrs. Mancius H. Hutton, who was not
Neva Idenc* Montague Nichols
Resolved, that a copy of these resolutions b<
only founder of the Women’s Domestic Jerusalem, (Feura Bush,) N. Y.
sent to the CihustJan Intelligencer for publicaMissionary Society in the Second Church
tion, and that they be placed in the minutes of
James Henry Kinkema
the Society.
of New Brunswick, its first President Athens, N. Y„ Church
Mrs. Fred Dolson,
and its enthusiastic leader for twelve Jane Elizabeth Davis.
Mrs. Lewis Jayne,
Enrolled by her grandmother. Mrs. E. E.
years, but was also one of the twelve
Committee.
Davis.
loyal women who gathered in 1882 at the Boon ton, N. ./., Church
suggestion of the Board of Domestic MisDavid Edwards Techt *r
31n jKemonam
sions to form the Women’s Executive Six Mile Hun Church, Franklin I’ark, N. J.

v candles

.

at the

W.

M.

Arlene Marian Stott
Committee, later incorporated as the
First Church, Alban u, N.
Women’s Board of Domestic Missions.
The President of the Society then Marilyn I»is Van Gist
Falls, N. Y„ Church
spoke briefly in appreciation of the ser- High
Shirley May Williams
vices of Miss Mary A. Demarest to the
Marie Ann Stokes
mission organizations of the church, and Cat skill, N. Y„ Church
in the name of the society presented George Madison Reaves. Jr.,
Enrolled by his grandmother.Mrs.
Miss Demarest with a certificate of life
Sage.
membership in the Women’s Board of Graves Tafoya. Dulcc, N. M.,
Domestic Missions— a fitting tribute to
Enrolled by Miss Harriett Webber.
the one living member whose name ap- Park Church, Jersey City, N. J.
pears on the records of the first meetRobert Curtis
ing of the Domestic Missionary Society Sioux Center, Sioux County, Iowa
Irvin Donald Vos
in 1881. Miss Demarest expressed her
appreciation of the honor, which came as Hope Church, Chicago, III.
Dolores Ann Cooper
a surprise to her. The program closed
Betty Jean Hughes
with the singing of another Golden AnCarolyn Jean Kruyf
June Helene Kastein
niversary hymn, “Awake, awake, ye

Y.

R. VAN NEST
Died February 14, 1929

FRANK

1

Treasurer of the General Synod of the

Reformed Church in America
for thirty-four years.
"The good man’s memory never fades."
Clarence

Father, I do not ask
That Thou wilt choose some other task
And make it mine. I pray
But this: let every day

Be moulded still
By Thine own hand; my will
Be only Thine, however deep
I have to bend Thy hand to keep.

Charles Robert Sexton
Ruth Marilyn Jager

women.”
Mrs. John A. Ingham and Mrs. Louis

Brighton Heights Church, Staten Island, N.
John William Sterling. Jr.
Vivian Adele Snyder
Robert Ekefugi
Helen Louiae Ande
Audrey Lillian Burns
Irene Estelle Burns
Charles William Torman
of past Robert James Clark
way for Esther Hope Madison
Alula Largo. Dulce, N. M.

Y.

A. Holden, wives of former pastors, presided at the tea table. The presence of
a number of out-of-town friends, former
members of the Society, added to the enjoyment of the social hour. All carried

away an impressive memory

achievements which pave the
even greater things in the future.

D. BEARDSLEE,
Recording Secretary.

(Miss) Ruth Francisco.
Chairman for Cradle Roll.

FRANCES

A Glass Automobile!
A glass automobile of constantly changing colors will be one of the unique exhibit features in the Travel

and Trans-

port Building of Chicago’s 1933 World’s
Fair— A Century of Progress Exposition.
This glass automobile, exhibited by the
Borg-Warner Corporation, will be an extremely modern motor car in actual size.
It will be constructed entirely of glass
panels, except for nine working parts.
The color of the car will change continually and as one after the other of the

nine working parts becomes
through the glass,

means

it will

visible

be described by

of electrical accoustics.

The

nine parts to be described are:
the radiator, timing chain, carburetor,
clutch, transmission,free wheeling, universal joint, engine mounting and viscosity control.

Each

of these parts will be shown in
action on an upper panel, while immediately below will be shown a simple dem-

Towaco, N.

J.

AMERICA

IS
TO BE OVER RUN BY THE

LIQUOR TRAFFIC,
LED BY THE MONSTER-MASTER,

G

R E € D ?

will be demonstrated by

Hold No Grudges!
Uncle Josh was comfortably lighting
his pipe in the living room one evening
when Aunt Maria glahced up from her
knitting.

“Josh,” she remarked, “do you know
that next Sunday will be the twenty-fifth

anniversary of our wedding?”
“You don’t sav so, Maria,” responded
Uncle Josh, pulling vigorously on his
corncob pipe. “What about it?”

“Nothing,” answered Aunt Maria,
“only I thought maybe we ought to kill
them two Rhode Island Red chickens.”
“But, Maria,” demanded Uncle Josh,
“how can you blame them two Rhode
Island Reds for what happened twenty
five years ago?”

American Education says:
"No, that must not be!”
The Forces
"Yes,

of Evil in

we

our country say:

will see to

it.”

WHICH ONE OF THESE

A FULL LINE
S. S.

DO YOU SUPPORT?

PELLA, IOWA,

For

>

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

— ALSO —

THE "BIBLE EXPOSITOR
AND ILLUMINATOR"
Is
It is

FOR YOUR NEXT

COMMUNION

640

a Quarterly of 160 pages
a regular S. S.

Commentary

LARGE SIZE PAGES A YEAR

Sample lesson on

means

of an ordinary perfume atomizer: heat control Does YOUR Church oie this cleanly
by a hot plate; the manifold by a vacu- method? Send for SPECIAL OFFER at
prices. Tray and 36 best claasea
um cleaner— all in action. The radiator low
and Lover $9 00. Gla«aei$1.00doten.
will be represented by a cake of ice, the Collection and Bread Plates.
motor by a furijace. As the water circu- THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE

LITERATURE

Sample pack on application

CENTRAL COLLEGE
Stands

OF

Following the International Uniform
Lesson Topics

MOVEMENTS

onstration of the principle involved — a

demonstration taken from the use of
some household device.
For instance, action of the carburetor

Let me not simply do, but be content,
Sure that the little crosses each are sent.
And no mistake can ever be
With Thine own hand to choose for me.

application

ADDRESS

UNION GOSPEL PRESS
Box
CO., Box 704 Lima, 0.

680

CLEVELAND, OHIO

