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TME ENDING OF ANOTHER YEAR
/\NCE

again the fifty-two weeks have passed along,
each filled with pressing duties, burdened with sorrows, glorified with joy, saddened with failure, established by faith, sweetened with love, enriched by prayer,
directed by the Father, comforted by the Spirit, and inspired by the Christ - thus making the year; and bringing the world once again on its great swing through
the air to its starting point for another revolution.

What a year it has been! Few people of the two billion souls now alive have escaped the pressure of circumstances, and most of those who have arrived at
years of maturity sagely shake their heads and say,
the worst of all depressions! There never

‘‘Well, this is

was such a dreadful year. They forget easily the situation in former times. Persecutions, wars, plagues,
earthquakes, floods have been recorded as far as history goes. Here for illustration,is an editorial taken

from the Christian Intelligencer one hundred and
one years ago, dated, January 7, 1932. If printed in
full it would take about a page of the size of the present paper, but it is possible to extract a few paragraphs
in order to show that times and seasons do not change
very much from century to century;

“The course of this world

is bearing along with it the

throngs of the thoughtless and gay. They give themselves no time for reflection. The streets and the avenues are teeming with life, and are displaying the ensigns of pleasure, and the glitter of wealth. Our places

of public
thronged.

resort,
. .

and our temples of amusement are

.

“The ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ are now
called upon to step aside from the field of theological
and ecclesiastical combat, and enter more zealously upon
the great work of winning and saving souls.
“A

revival of religion should

commence

with the
people of God. Their solemn convocations — their wrestling with God in prayer — their union of heart, and concert of action, would bring down the outpouring of the
Spirit upon themselves. Such a movement would exite
the inquiry of the world, and a general expectation
would be produced that something is in store for us.”
first

There is more of this article, but what has been presented shows the mind of those who were alive a century
ago, and it closely parallels the situation today. Providentially, physical disease just

now

is controlled, very

by the tremendous advance in the medical art,
but other things impend, as they did in 1832. The mislargely

the cheer of the commencement of a new
year, it is still a very serious time, and the most careless observer of the signs of the times must arrest the
speed of his giddy course to listen to the voice of God’s

“Amidst

all

providence.

“The winter has set

in, unusually early,

and with

alarming rigor. The wants of the poor are great, and
the prospect before them is far from giving them any
relief.

“The

bills of mortality in this city

are somewhat

alarming. The influenza and the scarlet fever are seizing upon the inhabitants with great severity, and death
is stalking through the midst of us.

“We are

beginning to listen, with no very comfort-

rumors of the march of the Asiatic cholera through Europe, against which the powers
of earth endeavor in vain to institute their sanitary
cordons. It laughs at the gleam of arms, nay, it melts
away the armies of the belligerants. With a Hannibal
or a Napoleon it scales the mountain tops and pours
down upon the plain its pestilental influence. It crosses
the seas with more than the power of hostile fleets, and
with the wings of the wind it begins the work of death
in the most distant climes. . .
able sensations, to the

.

ery of a severe winter, with all its horrors for the poor
and unprepared, the specter of unemployment, the possibility of wars among the nations, the strident cry for
"Beer” from one end of the land to the other, the almost complete paralysis of income from investments,
the lack of moral leadership among the statesmen of
the nation, — and the criticism of religious methods in
the great project of Foreign Missions, — these are not
new obstacles, but similar ones to those which troubled
the minds and tested the faith of the generation living
a century ago. And so the volume numbered CIII comes
to a close, with its record of work and thought, its
buoyant hopes and its prosaic stories of happenings.
Deep down below the surface, as it was a hundred years
ago, is the Christian conscience of the people, determined to hold fast the heritage of the Gospel in spite
of the adversaries. This it is which gives strength to
the weary, direction to the leaders and nerve to those
who must face the forces who fight the cause of Christ.

Sure

I

must

Increase

my

fight, if I

would reign,

courage, Lord;

bear the toil, endure the pain,
Supported by Thy word.
I’ll
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I

cannot

find

my way: there

is

no star

In all the shrouded heavens anywhere

And

;

there is not a whisper in the air

Of any living voice but one so far
That I can hear it only as a bar
Of lost, imperial music, played when fair
And angel fingers wove, and unaware,
Dead leaves to garlands where no roses are.

No,
For
The
For
I

there is not a glimmer, nor a call,

one that welcomes, welcomes when he fears,
black and awful chaos of the night;
through it all— above, beyond it all—

know

that far-sent message of the years,

I feel the

coming glory of the

light.

— Edwin Arlington Robinson.

A ONE MINUTE SERMON
By Rev. Marion Gerard Gosseunk

XV. The Lord's Day
"I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day.”

—Revelation 1:10.

JT1HERE

are no hard and fast rules for Sabbath

X

observance. If you are in the proper attitude
to God on the day which He consecrated as a day
of rest and worship, you will have no difficulties
as to what is right and what is wrong procedure.
John, on Patmos, had a heavenly revelation because he was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day. Our
reverence for the Sabbath is limited by our own
soul attitude to its spiritual possibilities.

The Place of the Missionary
By Rev. Willis G. Hoekje, Nagasaki, Japan

pVURING

XJ

at

early October the privilege of attendance

two

significant gatherings called the writer to

the far north of Japan’s main island. First came the
meeting of the Christian Educational Association of
Japan, at which some forty schools were represented by
about sixty delegates, about ten of them being missionaries. It was the first meeting since last year’s visit of
the Educational Commission, and illustrated the remark
that the leadership of the group is predominantly Japan-

ese. In connection with various recommendationsof
the Commission and present conditions in Japan, discussion naturally centered about such subjects as
strengthening existing schools, planning for student

summer conferences to

help train student religious lead-

ers, preparing text books in Bible

and Ethics for second-

ary schools under Christian auspices, the hope of affiliating existing colleges as the foundation for a Christian
university, and the suggestion having in view much
closer union in theological education through only two
institutions. The missionary’s direct contribution to the
solution of these problems is not likely to be outstanding, although he is not likely to be quite ignored.

Later came the 46th meeting of the Synod of the
Church of Christ in Japan without a missionary member, and with few missionaries even in attendance, at

.

.

_
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ordinary sessions. For us, the chief interest centered
in an evening conference of leaders of the Church with
missionaries,for discussion of the subject of relations
in evangelistic work. It is well understood now that in
the type of work which aims directly at the organization and development of Christian groups for worship
and church work, the share of the missionary is hound
to be subordinate. Methods of church extension activity
have reflected this consciousness in the development
of recent years. Is the missionary’s work, then, nearly
done ? On this point, the Conference seemed to be nearly
united — there is work for the missionary to do. But
two points of view emerged from the discussion- one,
insisting that to render real service, the freedom of initiative of the missionary must be guaranteed. While
he is not to make the organization of a church his first
aim, he must be free to plan and to carry out plans for
direct evangelistic contacts with the unsaved. The other
point of view was, that all the missionary is to do can
best be done if under the sponsorship of the leaders of
the indigenous Church. Naturally, no final conclusion
was reached. Perhaps both views have vital value, and

should be combined and harmonized. At any rate, a
joint committee of Synod and members of the four Presbyterian and Reformed Missions will have opportunity
to study the problem further during the coming year.
Between these two meetings, with their far-stretching
horizons of major problems of policy, the writer spent
one day in the city of Morioka. Twelve years ago, as
the last resident missionary of the Reformed Church in
America, he surrendered the station to the Mission of
the Reformed Church in the United States. The present
missionary family was stationed in Morioka less than
ten years ago. It was a joy to note how the Schroers
have identified themselves with the city of their dwelling— it is their home town. They have other bits of
Mission duty (some of which consume considerable time)
but their activities and interests center in the community Religious Education Center, completed almost
exactly a year ago. This houses conspicuously a Kindergarten, and a junior kindergarten, but is distinctly understood not to be just for that. The staff, in addition
to two kindergarten teachers, includes a playground
director and a Bible woman. Besides provision for daily
supervised recreation indoors and out, there are Bible
classes, night school classes (English and German), the
beginnings of a diet kitchen, and a health unit is in

prospect. The missionary and Japanese members of
the staff unite with other Christian workers in the city
in a monthly seminar for the working out of problems
and policies in religious education. Subjects and materials of investigation are not sought so much from
books, as in daily experience. What, for example, is the
ideal noon lunch for the little kindergarteners? Or,

how serve the needs of the fathers of the community so
vitally as to win their interest in the Center? Some
blocks away stands the Church building, which has
maintained provision for services of worship for forty
years. This new plant hopes to supplement the Church’s
contribution by a measure of linking up religion with
all aspects of the daily life of the community.

The missionaries appear not to be greatly concerned
about the theoretical discussions of the place and the
task of the missionary in Japan. To be sure, they have
given much thought to their program. But along with
this, they have simply taken it for granted that the
place in which they are is the place to invest their all
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and their best.
size,

Morioka

A somewhat

isolated city of

may not be the

community

life.

Jesus Christ. Indeed one of the more startling transformations within Jewry in recent decades, has been this
growing interest of many Jews in Jesus.
But whereas Jews are thus being drawn to Jesus Christ,
Christians, notably in Europe but also in America, are
being repelled from the Jew and are yielding anew to

ideal, strategic location

for a demonstration unit in Religious
plied to

medium

And yet

it

Education as apmay be. At any

rate, the first furlough of the missionary

was given
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to

completing studies for a degree in Religious Education,
and collecting the funds which have made the substantial, commodious plant possible. The policy and the
program are being steadily worked out. Workers are
being trained in self-direction and ready initiative, for
future leadership. Hats off to the Schroers! In paying
them tribute, too, to their quietly assuming that the
place of the missionary is that of being with all his
heart and mind and strength the servant for Christ’s
sake of those among whom he finds himself.

anti-semitic discrimination or even violence against the

Jews.

All these factors present a direct challenge to the
Churches to go "to the Jew first.” The Reformed Church
should face this challenge, for it functions in America
very largely in communities with a large Jewish population. Practically all of the local Reformed Churches,
and notably the Collegiate Churches, have many Jews
in their parishes. These churches should include the
Jews in their ministry, mindful of Christ’s appeal to
His disciples:

To the Jews

First

By Conrad Hoffman,
¥7'

ARL MARX was

“Go not into any way of the Gentiles and enter not
into any city of the Samaritans but go rather to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

Jr.

a Jew. His book on Capitalism

Reformed Church to undertake
this great mission? Thereby it will join with other
Is it not time for the

has become the Bible of Soviet Russia. Com-

munism has followed

and is today undoubtedly the most powerful force waging war
his anti-religious trend

churches in the co-operative effort which is now being
promoted by the International Missionary Council’s Committee on the Christian Approach to the Jews. Of this
Committee we shall hear more in a subsequent article.

against religion.

Albert Einstein, Sigmund Freud, Lord Reading — onetime Viceroy of India — are all Jews; seventeen Nobel
prize winners during the past ten years have been Jews.
Scores of other leaders in every field of human endeavor
—past and present— are Jews. Indeed the influence of
Jews in modern society is out of all proportion to their
numbers.

Tungan Notes
A few weeks

ago church services in Chhoa-chiu-che
were interrupted by the howling of a tiger half a mile
away. A seven-year-old child had been carried off by
a tiger one evening shortly before, so the local people
hastened to surround this one. It proved to be a cub
weighing a little over one hundred pounds. They succeeded in killing him but not before he had wounded
one of the men in the head. The man later said that
he thought that his head was gone, but he felt for it
later and found that it was still there. The mother
tiger is still very active and has since killed an eighteenyear-old boy. Only his leg was found. People are afraid

There are some 16,000,000 Jews in the world today;
this is more than five times as many as a century ago.
The total world population has little more than trebled
in the same period. Today the Jew is found everywhere;
in North and South America, in Europe, Africa, Asia and
Australia. Every land and every city has its Jewish
contingent. No longer a wandering Jew, he has become
our neighboring Jew; what is more he has come to stay,
for he is no longer in transit perforce as of old.

Largely urban, the Jew crowds into the larger cities.
New York has close to 2,000,000 Jews, Chicago 325,000,
Philadelphia 270,00. The old-time Ghettos with their
segregation of the Jews have largely disappeared and
the

Jew

*****

to go out at night.

Remnants of the army of Gen. Tan Kok-hui, which
was recently “liquidated” bythe 19th Route army, have
retired to their old haunts in the An-khoe region where
they exist by robbing and kidnapping and render the

of today has become a resident of our church

parishes.

By

virtue of their influence and wide distribution, the

Jews are a people whom no movement, interested in establishing a new world order, no matter what its nature,
can ignore; — least of all, the Christian Church which is
concerned in establishing a world order of brotherhood.
But thus far, at least, the Church has not gone “to the
Jew first.” Instead it has gone to the ends of the earth
seeking remote peoples to evangelize, but has overlooked
Christ’s own people at our very doors.
It is true that religiously the Jews are closely akin to
us; also that we owe much of our religious traditions
and heritage to them. But they are a people without
Jesus Christ, the One in whom they should find fulfilment
of their faith and of God’s covenant promises to Israel.

No time has been more opportune

for

area outside of the control of the 19th Route
safe for travel.

vr

tianity. Literally thousands of Jews are religiously
adrift. The old faith no longer holds and seemingly fails
to satisfy them. Many seek new anchorage. The spiritual leaders of Jewry are anxiously concerned and in their
efforts to counteract this secularistic trend in Jewry,
Jewish religious leaders are giving increasing and sympathetic consideration to the meaning and mission of

*

in the district are full this fall because of difficulties in

*

the government schools.

* *

*

The Livingston Easter School in Tungan opened with
a small enrollment because government schools in the
district had decided to open tuition free, all costs to be

borne by the taxpayers. Many of these schools have
closed for the term because of lack of funds, and it is
expected that the enrollment of the Livingston Easter
School will be much larger next term.

ministry to the
secularistic

un-

The day schools established in the various churches

a Christian

Jews than the present. Irreligious and
trends are at work in Judaism as in Chris-

* * *

Army

*****

.

Special evangelistic meetings are to be held at Te-thau

for three days, November 4-6.

* * * *
A conference

*

for all the Christian workers of the dis-

trict will be held at

Chhoa-chiU-cheon November 16-20.
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ACCEPTANCE OF IDEAL OF STEWARDSHIP IN TIME, TALENTS AND POSSESSIONS

NO. 3.

(

December

Professor Wm. A. Weber

the seventh article in the series, and is by one

of our ministers who prefers not to have his name

New Brunswick Seminary

given.)

fllHERE was

once a Teacher who believed what he
taught. He saw that men were far more interested
in things than in themselves, and to these men he said,
“What good is there in a world of things if you haven't
a soul?” The pupils of the Teacher accepted his word
because he lived as he taught. He gave nothing material. He had nothing material. While he lived he
served. In the end he gave Himself.

V. The Problem of Supervision

X

* * * *

as he did in science. He was interpreting for the banker
in the third aisle, center. In the process of interpreta-

tion the minister mixed his verbs. “Give” and “get”
changed places. “Where shall we get money for the
budget?" became the theme. The budget wasn’t raised.
“If the salt has lost its saltiness . . .”

*****

X

The answer

it is

a Sunday school.” To-

day, this is not so applicable, at least not for the great

number of progressive church schools which are adopting modern methods that have proved their usefulness
education. Among these are the methods of
supervision of the educational processes which the public school folk have developed. They have found that
well-trained supervisors can help even the average
teacher to improve her technique and accomplish better
results. They are “helping-teachers,”not administrators, and they work to improve the methods and the
materials in the different fields of education.
The church school also has need of such supervision,
not only of the teaching but of the housing and equipment, grading of pupils, survey of the field, the curriculum, the worship and the expression-activities. In this
supervision of teaching, and shall make some suggestions as to how this may be done even in the small

church school.

Many church school teachers are

struggling along
from week to week with their classes, conscious that
they are not getting the results which they desire, but
unable to remedy the situation. A supervisor can quickly detect the elements of weakness which are often present in the class-session, such as:
) Treating the subject matter as if all the facts were
of equal importance.
2 ) Using wrong lesson method or activity.
(3) The teacher doing all of the organizing for the
(

cars. He followed the minister to his comfortable home and watched
him through the window as he ate his Sunday dinner.
On Monday he followed him to the Rotary Club. On
Tuesday he followed him around the golf course and
that evening he stood in the shadows listening to the
Consistory talk about raising money. And the man
visited other churches and other ministers and found
the same to be true. From the town the man went to
the city and visited the Board Rooms and listened to
their

*****

the typewriters ticking out appeals for money.

And the man wondered if his friends Matthew and
Mark had misinterpreted his teaching in their writings
of him. He found a Bible. No, they had not forgotten,
He examined

the writings closely for the source of Gothic Churches,
Community Houses, Bowling Alleys, Gowned Choirs,
Stained Glass, Marble Fonts and Altars. He looked in
vain. His thoughts went back to the lake side and the
Twelve. Once more he saw the eager faces as he talked
from the edge of the village well. Again the murmur
of voices in the home of Lazarus. John, quiet and refined, enduring the sneering of brutal men. Peter, up
and down, yet giving all. And later ... the Eleven,
following in his footsteps, die. A picture of the early
years flashes across his eyes. Thousands dying that
the truth might live. Sacrifice, ah! that was the word
he missed sacrifice! The empty church, the minister
pursuing his futile round . . . where was the cost, the
sacrifice? And the man went out on a pilgrimage to
find his own.

was: “When

brief article we shall examine only the possibilities of

There was once a man who sat in a pew and listened
to the minister preach on the teachings of the Teacher.
The man was troubled. He couldn’t connect the building and the music and the people with the words,
“Blessed are you when men shall revile you, and persecute you . . .” “Give to him that asks you . . .” “I
was hungry, and you gave me food; I was thirsty and
you gave me drink; I was a stranger and you took me
in.” There was a note of unreality in the whole procedure. After the service he stood on the steps and

the teaching was there as he had taught.

educators used to enjoy a quip in
the question: "When is a school not a school?”

in general

*

There was once a minister who professed to follow
the Teacher, but he didn’t. He interpreted the teaching
of the Teacher. He told his congregation that the
Teacher made slight errors in economics and in finance

watched the people drive away in

"PUBLIC SCHOOL

1

(

pupils.

(4) In trying to meet individual needs, the teacher
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

neglecting the majority of the class.
Allowing one or two pupils to do all the talking.
Little or no problem-solving, hence little thinking.
The heart of the lesson not touched upon.
The pupils not acting, but being merely acted
upon.

(9) The teacher not having mastered the subjectmatter herself.
(10) She can not maintain discipline and therefore can
not get attention.
(11) Lacking the pupils’ point of view, she can not
understand them sympathetically.
(12) Having no notion of difficulty levels, she does not
know what her pupils are capable of doing.
13) Not having a clear standard to go by, she does not
know just what is expected of her.
14) Too many outside interests rob her of time and effort needed for teaching with singleness of
purpose.
(15) Poor health and nervousness; lack of adaptability,
or lack of initiative resulting therefrom.
The supervisor can help such teachers improve their
class-room teaching directly by:
1 Visitation in her class.
(2) Individual and group conferences with the teacher
or teachers.
(3) Directed teaching; helping the teacher prepare her
(

(

lesson plans;

December 28,
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(4) Demonstration teaching; showing
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her how by

(5) Directed observation; sending the teacher to observe good teaching.
(6) Developing standards for self-improvement in
teaching.

(7) Calling her attention to bibliographies, reviews and
professional reading.
(8) Studying her problem cases with her and determining proper methods of handling such cases.
In all of this the supervisor acts not as a critic but as

teacher. He supervises the teaching, not
the teacher; his sole aim being to improve teaching.
a helper of the

are finding that it is

money

well spent

to secure a full-time or part-time supervisor

who can

help even the unprofessional teachers accomplish worth

while results. The small church school could make a
wise investment in sending one of its most promising
teachers to summer schools of methods to learn how to
do this work. Better still a number of small church
schools could co-operate in employing a trained supervisor who could help the teachers and officers of each of
the schools of their community. No one thing helps as

much to maintain morale, develop initiative, selfreliance and desire to

tales of

“human

interest” about

early pastors they remembered.

actually teaching.

Many churches

Turn related amusing

821

improve their work as teachers of

religion, as proper supervision.

Following this period of gay reminiscence, an historical meeting was held in the church auditorium. The

meeting opened with a symbolical pageant. A color
guard of the four most significant flags of the church,
— the Christian Flag, the American Flag, the Service
Flag, and the Dutch Reformed Flag passed in review.
Religion, History, A Voice from the Past, and A Voice
from the Present, each in appropriate costume, presented the purpose of the celebration. The Chronicler
of History introduced Rev. Walter Roughgarden, who
gave a very comprehensive history of the church from
the days of Rev. Johanus Casperus Fryenmoet, who
rode the first circuit, which covered Port Jervis, N. Y.,
Montague and Walpack, N. J., and Smithfield Township,
Pa.,

down

to the present day.

Mrs. Clinton Guillot talked interestingly of the early
Bible school, referring to, and reading from original
records. The story of the church choir, with its many
amusing incidents, was related by Mrs. Ralph G. Turn.
Mrs. Leon H. Gilbert, Mrs. Harry Potter and Mrs.
Benjamin Bensley, in an original manner, sketched the
activities of the Ladies’ Aid. Miss Helen R. Cook was
historian for the Christian Endeavor and her paper was
read by Mrs. Adelaide H. Guthrie, an early president of
the society.

On Saturday evening, a splendid out-of-doors pageant

Centennial at

Bushkill, Pa.

Built in 1832 under the direction of Rev. David Cush-

John F.
Shaw, and again renovated and re-dedicated in 1914
while Rev. William Schmitz was its pastor, the Reformed
Church at Bushkill, Pa., is one of the oldest as well as
one of the most interesting churches in the Delaware
Valley. Belonging to the old Walpack charge, whose
first pastor was Domine Johanus Casperus Fryenmoet,
ing, rebuilt in 1872 during the pastorate of Rev.

1737, the church is so closely allied with colonial histoj-y

that it is hard to separate the story of the church from
the story of the little village of Bushkill, first

known

as

Fort Hyndshaw.

Last September 23rd, 24th, and 25th, the past was
relived again in reminiscence, historical sketch, colorful

pageantry and inspiring worship service.
Under the capable direction of Rev. Walter Roughgarden, pastor, an executive committee consisting of
Miss Helen R. Cook, Mr. Leon H. Gilbert, Mrs. Edwin
B. Bartram and Mr. Russell Scheller, planned for weeks
for this celebration, which opened with a display of antiques in the Community House, on Friday afternoon,
September 23rd. The exhibit included many valuable
pieces of early silver, pewter, copper and glass ware.
There were quilts, lamps, farm implements, old documents and fascinating costumes of early days, most of
which had belonged to early settlers.
The “Home Coming Supper,” served in the Sunday
school room of the church, was attended by more than
150 people. Candles, and gorgeous dahlias from the
garden of Mrs. William Cook, made of the supper room
a never-to-be-forgottenscene. The supper did Mrs. C.
Guillot and her efficient “aids” much credit.
Following the supper, the pastor, acting as toastmaster, asked a number of the older residents of the
village to tell some happenings of “other days.” John
H. Cook, Sr., talked about early homes of this locality.
Mrs. J. Van Gordon, one of the oldest residents in the
Valley, told of Bushkill in Civil War times. Mrs. John
H. Cook gave an account of Domine Shaw’s Donation
Party, Mrs. Charles Quick recalled how the first organ

was purchased. Mrs. Richard Wells and Mrs. Samuel

of seven episodes, depicting the early history of the
church, was viewed by about 450 people. Beginning
with the arrival of the first Dutch and Huguenot settlers, in the Delaware Valley, it showed the arrival of
the first minister; the first services, with music typical
of the times; and the thrilling days of the Indian Massa-

1755. The final scene showed the giving of the
land by Henry Peters and the laying of the cornerstone

cre of

for the present church, in 1832.

The pageant was directed by Rev. Walter Roughgarden and Mr. Leon H. Gilbert. About 60 characters
made up the cast. Care in costuming and excellent

made the occasion one that will be long remembered. Between the episodes the Wyckoff Boy’s Band
lighting

furnished appropriate music.
At the Memorial Service on Sunday morning, the pastor spoke on “Our Eternal Heritage,” taking for his
text Hebrews 13:7, 8, — “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and forever.”

A

vesper service on Sunday afternoon was opened
with several fine organ selections by Miss Hilda B.
Wells. A group of young people, directed by Dr. Robert Irwin, played violin selections. “The Examined
Faith” was the subject of Mr. Roughgarden’s meditation. The choir rendered, among other numbers, an old
Netherland Prayer of Thanksgiving, and Mrs. Ralph
Turn sang “Open the Gates of the Temple.”
The vesper service set the keynote of the Week of
Prayer which followed the celebration, and culminated
in a communion service on Sunday, October 2nd.
The celebration throughout was marked by hearty
co-operation and ready enthusiasm. The church and

community greatly appreciate the earnest work of the
pastor, the executive staff and all the various committees who made possible a celebration so rich in pleasant
memories and spiritual good.

“Can

this be

true?” An arch observer cries,

—

“Yes,” rather moved, “I saw it with these eyes.”
“Sir! I believe it on that ground alone;
I could not had I seen it with my own.”

— John Cowper.

CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER

822

THE HOUSE OF THE
INTERPRETER
By Rev.

S.

Blocker

VII. Behold the

T)EHOLD

Man!

populace, crying aloud, “Behold the Man!”
It was Pilate’s hope that the people would be moved
to pity by the sight of the wonderful sufferer and that
they would demand His release at this festal season.
Pilate could find no crime in Jesus and longed to release
Him. But he was a weak and craven soul. He knew
that simple justice demanded that Jesus be set free, but
he feared the power of the conspirators to weaken his
standing with Tiberius, the Roman emperor. Instead
of promptly releasing Jesus and ordering his soldiers to
disperse the mob, he first tried to put the responsibility
for disposing of the case on Herod, the tetrarch of Galilee, who was then in Jerusalem. But when Herod sent
Jesus back, Pilate proposed to chastise Him and let Him
go. The conspirators persisted in their plot to have
Jesus crucified. Pilate offered the mob the choice of
Barabbas or Jesus, feeling certain they would clamor
for the release of Jesus. But under the influence of the
conspirators and enraged because Jesus was now an unresisting prisoner instead of an irresistible warrior as
they had hoped, they demand release for Barabbas and
the cross for Jesus.
Pilate will try one more thing. He will have Jesus
scourged, which usually preceded crucifixion, in hope
that the sight of him in blood and agony may stir their
pity and move them to cry for His release. But all of
Pilate’s efforts failed, falling short of justice and right,

and now,

in despair and fear, he delivers Jesus to be

crucified.

Behold the man ! Behold and pity, was Pilate’s
thought. But nothing is so blind and hard as religious
hatred. Moreover, Jesus, even in His dreadful suffering,
is too great and majestic to be an object of pity. He is
never presented as an object of pity in the New Testament record of what He bore. The daughters of Jerusalem, following Him on the way to the Cross, bewailed
Him, but He turned on them and said, “Weep not for

me; but for yourselves.”
Behold the man and give Him reverence. Behold the
man and worship Him. He needs not our pity. Masterful and regnant, His personality excites a deep response
in the human spirit. Here is eternal love achieving our
redemption. Here is faithfulness unto death under the
weight of man’s guilt. Here where sin is doing its
worst, love is doing its best. Here is the perfect man,
God’s only begotten Son, taking our place, bearing our
load, so that in Him we might have our release from
the guilt and power of sin and stand at last faultless before the throne of His glory.

Behold the man! Behold and wonder! Behold and
believe! Behold and appropriate!
“0 love of God ! 0 sin of man

!

In this dread act your strength is tried,

And victory remains with

love:

Jesus, our Lord, is crucified.”

28, 1932

Changchow Notes
Since Lungyen (Leng-na) was occupied by the 19th
Route Army in the latter part of October a steady stream
of refugees has been returning. The first day three or
four hundred people were in the ’bus station. Every
kind of vehicle was pressed into service to take them
to Chui-thau. Since then there have been fifty or sixty
people at the station every morning.

*****

man!

These were the words of Pilate,
AJ the governor of Judea, on the morning of the day
when Jesus was crucified. Pilate had given Jesus to the
soldiers to be scourged. Their brutal task completed,
they put a purple robe on Jesus, a crown of thorns on
His head and a reed in His bound hands. Then Pilate
presented Jesus to the conspirators and to the inflamed
the

December

On October

Changchow City Gospel Band
shops in the city and to many resi-

10-14, the

distributed to all the

dences copies of two tracts written by Rev. H. E. Lau
of the Chi-koa"-teng Church in the city. On each day
a different church was used as the base of distribution.
In all, about ten thousand tracts were distributed.

*****

The second Retreat of the fall term was held on October 25. It followed the usual program of devotions,
Bible study, lecture, and discussion. During the Bible
study period, Genesis 1 was examined under the leadership of Dr. Boot. Dr. Boot was chosen to lead the same
period next month; the book of Jude was selected for
study.

South Long Island Men's Classical Union
The

fall

meeting of the Men’s Classical Union of

the

South Classis of Long Island was held in the Flatlands
Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., recently, and proved to be the
largest and most enjoyable gathering ever conducted by
this twelve year old organization. More than two hundred men sat down to dinner, served in the Church
House at 6:30 o’clock by the members of the Ladies’ Aid
Society, under the supervision of Mrs. Theodore Scheuning, President. Grace was said by Rev. Edward Dawson,
D.D., President of General Synod. Mr. Jeremiah R. Van
Brunt, of the New Utrecht Church, presided at the dinner and at the meeting which followed.
After dinner the company repaired to the church auditorium, where the principal address was delivered by
Rev. Charles Reynolds Brown, D.D., Dean Emeritus of
Yale Divinity School, on the subject, “Has the Modern
World Outgrown Religion?” Dr. Brown began by congratulating himself on the privilege he had of addressing such a goodly gathering of men. It was an opportunity that preachers were not always accustomed to.
In former generations, when attendance at chapel and
church were compulsory in colleges, it was not so unusual to speak to large bodies of men, but now it is
different.

“However,” he added, "I have had the pleasure of
preaching in most of the prisons, from your own Sing
Sing to San Quentin, in California, and there I am always assured of a large audience of your noble sex.”
Taking for his theme the incident of the casting out
of the unclean spirits whose name was Legion, from the
man of Gadara, Dr. Brown drew the parallel that the
mind of any man who looks upon Jesus and His Gospel
and says, “What have I to do with Thee ?” is disordered,
because they have everything to do with every normal

person. He condemned the

selfishness,the boasting of

wealth and the indulgence that have characterized the
decade since the World War, and in painting the giddy
years that preceded the depression, and the selfish and
godless men who brought about the catastrophe, he declared that their constant refrain was the utterance of
the unclean spirits in the New Testament story, “What
have we to do with thee, Jesus of Nazareth? Let us
alone.” These were the men who had rewritten the
Apostles’ Creed in their own fashion, — “I believe in the
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Almighty Dollar, maker of

all

that is worth while:

This may be persuasive writing but

it is very, very

who
will,” etc. His conclusion was that these were the men

careless, nevertheless. It is a question whether anyone

who needed religion above all else.
Dean Brown was preceded by Dr. Dawson, who spoke
briefly on the general subject of "Fellowship,” and
stated that it not only gave him great pleasure, but it
was a great surprise to be present and bring the greetings of General Synod to such a large meeting of men.

unless there is a real zeal for it. Mrs.

believe in looking out for

Number One.

I
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If I don’t,

At the business session the following officers for the
ensuing year were elected: President, James Dickson, of
the Twelfth Street Church; Vice President, Harry Bennett, of the Gravesend Church; Treasurer, D. D. Wiepert, of the First Church; Secretary, Harry Stephen
Vorhis, of the Flatlands Church. The spring meeting
will be held in the First Church.
Much credit was due Rev. Charles William Roeder,
pastor of the entertaining church, for securing Dean
Brown, through their long-standing personal friendship.
The interior of the Flatlands Church, with its Colonial beauty of form and its classic simplicity, was much
admired by all who were present.

Harry Stephen Vorhis,

Is

Secretary.

There A Case for Foreign Missions?

'

This is the title of a pamphlet issued by the John
Day Company, (25 cents) and written by Mrs. Pearl S.
Buck, the popular fiction writer. The average person,
after reading the thirty-two pages, will be. apt to say,
"There are no Foreign Missions any longer,” for the
author quite conclusively proves that the whole enterprise has been a ghastly failure.
The average person, who is a Christian as well, will

why Mrs. Buck

remains among the misguided people who are at present in China as the repre
sentatives of the agencies which because of their mistaken zeal are sending representatives to China and
other lands. Here is the point, — "What think ye of
wonder

?” Mrs. Buck

still

a saintly man who read his
Greek Testament daily, in order to keep before him the
figure of Christ. Then she proceeds:
"Christ, then. To this man, Christ was the cause.
And there are others like him. But is Christ a cause
great enough? It is perfectly true that for many of
those who call themselves Christian, Christ has not
been cause enough to even to try to be Christian here
at home. I mean really Christian — not just going to
church and giving, a little here and there. Then is
Christ cause enough for leaving home, with all it means ?
Let us face ourselves clearly. Some of us believe in
Christ as our fathers did. To some of us he is still the
divine Son of God, born of the virgin Mary, conceived
by the Holy Spirit. But to many of us he has ceased
to be that. Some of us do not know what he is, some
of us care less. In the world of our life it does not
matter perhaps what he is. If we are asked we shall
say, I admire him of course. He was perhaps the best
man who ever lived. But that is all he is. To you who
are young, the sons and daughters of this generation
who must carry on foreign missions after the older ones
are gone, it is probable that Christ is no longer a cause.
You do not believe in his physical divinity. You suppose Christ was a good man, but it matters little to you
one way or the other now. Life is full of many things,
or if it empty, it is empty. The old beliefs do not fill
it. Let us face the fact that the old reasons for foreign missions are gone from the minds and hearts of
many of us, certainly from those of us who are young.
It may be hard for older people to accept and we may
wish it were not true. But it is better to know the
Christ

tells of

—

truth and not be afraid of

it.’’

undertaking to defend a cause has a right to be heard

Buck

in the en-

course of the pamphlet never mentions the command
of Christ to go and preach the gospel to every creature.
Possibly she regards that verse as a later accretion to
the original manuscript, and therefore of no authority
to the young people of today.
It remains a possibility that Mrs. Buck has been misunderstood. Perhaps she has the same point of view
as those who have toiled all the day through in the
trenches, and those who have held the ropes in the home
churches. If so, what has been written does her an intire

justice.

Quarter Century at Maurice, Iowa
On Thursday evening, November

17th, the

Church at Maurice, Iowa, Rev. R. Duiker,
brated

American

pastor, cele-

the twenty-fifth anniversary of its organization. With the pastor as chairman of the gathering, which was held in the Town Hall, an inspiring program was presented. Congratulationsfrom absent
friends were read, one being from the only living expastor, Rev. John C. Van Wyk, now of Muskegon, Michigan, and one from Rev. John R. Mulder, D.D., of the
fittingly

Western Seminary, the only student supply who served
the church.

The history of the church was given by Mr. Peter Van
Peursem, and Mrs. J. M. Mieras gave a summary of the
work and projects undertaken by the Ladies’ Aid. Mr.
J. M. Mieras gleaned the following statistics from the
records

:

/The pastors have been as follows: Rev. J. A. De
^pelder, May, 1908-September,1910; Rev. J. E. Winter,

January, 1911-October, 1912; Rev. Wm. H. Dickens,
April, 1913-November, 1917 ; Rev. J. C. Van Wyk, August, 1919-January, 1923; Rev. R. Duiker, March, 1923-.
The Church was organized with 13 families, 24 members

and 29 baptized communicants. The present membership is composed of 39 families and 91

members. Dur-

ing the twenty-five years 126 members have been
ceived on confession of faith and 124 by letter.

re-

The roll was called, to which the members responded
by seating themselves on the platform as their names
were announced. The charter members were called first
and it was found that there were still 13 on the roll.
These were greeted with applause by the audience. Following this the others present were called in the order
of their uniting.

The annual meeting was then

held, with 63 of the

voting membership present, and at the conclusion refreshments were served, and reminiscences of the olden
times were related, with pictures of former days. The
remainder of the evening was spent in playing social
games.

On the Sunday preceding the

pastor chose as the text

of his sermon, “Speak unto the Children of Israel that

they go forward,” a special address to the children. In
the evening he spoke on the Church, “as a lily among
thorns, so is my love among the daughters.”

Church Changes Corporate Name.— The Reformed
Dutch Church of Sayville, Long Island, N. Y., has
changed its name and title, legally, to The First Reformed Church of West Sayville. This will involve a
notation in any records that are kept in the Church, to
the effect that in December, 1932, this change was. directed.
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By “Studens”

“God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten
Son.” The gift of His Son was the proof of His love.
God gave much because He loved much. It is not to be
inferred, however, that where there is not much giving
there cannot be much love. The heart of the mother and
father will yearn just as earnestly over Walter, Eddie
Joe and Jean, even if there is only a small box of candy
in each of the little stockings. For love is not always
measured by the material benefits it may bestow. It
may be just as manifest in the look of an eye, in the
touch of a hand, in the tone of the voice and in all the
simple attitudes of life. “Love never faileth.” “Though
I bestow all my goods ..... and though I give my body
to be burned, and have not love, it profiteth me nothing.”
"Love is patient and kind. Love is not envious or boastful. It does not put on airs. It is not rude. It does
not insist on its rights. It does not become angry. It
is not resentful. It is not happy over injustice, it is only
happy with truth. It will bear anything, believe anything, hope for anything, endure anything." Love is

*****

the heart of Christmas.

But so

light

is

written it remains to be seen whether there will be

the usual deluge of Christmas and New Year cards as
well as the flood of holiday giving which were so evident
in other years. Probably there will not be so much of
these. As the years go on — these years of depression

—

becomes more and more clear that multitudes of
people will be obliged to learn a new program of economy each year. What served as a program of economy
two years ago seems in the area of luxury today. Incomes continue to shrink. Parents suggest to children
that they must hot expect too much of Santa Claus this
year. Little Walter and Joe and Jean and Eddie who
it

live in “the street below” the “terraced house” — as the

old song used to express it — have long since philosophically concluded that they “Cannot expect much for
Christmas since Grandpa’s barns burned a few weeks
ago in the upper part of New York State.” It would be
difficult to see, however, that these children play in the
welcome snow with any less glee than ever. Childhood’s
capacity to forget is so great. Adulthood could covet
the same capacity.
.

•X- -x- -X-

*-

After all, the values of the Christmas season do pot
lie in the material area. They are found in the subtler
things of the spirit. The heart of Christmas is love.

I bring you good tidings of

But our holiday season is a double affair. No sooner
have the echoes of Christmas music begun to wane a
bit than we are plunged into the observance of the New
Year. The New Year looks forward. It is a significant
thing that our Christmas observances are placed at the
very time of year when the days begin to lengthen.

TT

X

joy. “Behold,

*****

From

the season of good will and good wishes. As this

is

great joy which shall be to all peoples.” So announced
the angel to the shepherds on the hillsides of Palestine.
Great, glad, joyful, good news! “For unto you is bom
this day in the city of David a Saviour which is Christ
the Lord.” Joy to the world, the Lord is come!” “Sing,
choirs of angels, sing in exultation!" “Hark, the herald angels sing ..... Joyful, all ye nations rise.” The
message of Jesus never lost this note of joy. Even at
the last moment which He spent with His disciples He
prayed for them that His joy might be in them and that
their joy might be full. Christianity will never lose its
power so long as it can make people love and rejoice.

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
is

December 28, 1932

summer solstice the period of dayhas been gradually growing less. That decrease
the time of the

culminates just before the day on which we celebrate the
birth of Jesus. From this time on the period of daylight will continue to increase until it reaches its culmination in the latter part of June. It is symbolic again.
The growing period of darkness represents the condition
of a world without Christ. At the moment of the most
intense darkness He appears. From that time on the
world walks in an increasing light, for He is the light of
the world. It is the dawn of hope. It is very fitting
that the celebration of the new year should follow closely upon the Christmas season.

*****

There are multitudes of people in the world today who
will devoutly breathe a prayer at the end of 1932 that
the coming year may be a little kinder to us than this
one has been. It is impossible to believe that this depression and the disappointment, anxiety, loss and suffering entailed have been the worst that the world has
ever known. However, that may be it is certain that
they have been bad enough. Hope springs eternal in the
human breast and many a head will be lifted as we cross
the invisible barrier that separates between the old year
and the new and the light of hope will be diffused in the
countenance. May it be that the better times thus imagined and longed for shall be in the providence of God
a reality.
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Pastor’s Wife Well Again.— Mrs. George H. Donovan,
wife of the pastor of Trinity Church, of Newark, N.

J.,

825

and a Forward Look,” which will be long remembered
by the people. The pastor published a Centennial book-

has completely recovered from the operation she under-

let of the occasion, containing pictures of the exterior

went for the removal of the thyroid glands at the Presbyterian Hospital in Newark. She is now in better
health than she has been for several years.

and interior of the old church building, photographs of
former pastors and of the present pastor, together with
a historical sketch of the church. The beautiful folders
of this souvenir were donated by Dr. William Leverich
Brower, senior elder of the Collegiate Church of New

Rev.

W. N.

MacNeill Called. Rev. William Nash

MacNeill, who for a number of years has been the Classical Missionary of the

MacNeill was instrumental in the organization of this
church two years ago, and is now becoming its first
regular pastor. During the summer of 1930 the present
building was erected, and there is a good prospect for
future development.

Wouters Called.— The

Fishkill, N. Y.,

Church, which has been vacant since the death of its
pastor-elect, Rev. Robert R. White, last June, has invited Rev. Alexander Wouters to become its pastor, and
he is to be installed in January. Mr. Wouters was pastor at Kew Gardens Church, on Long Island, N. Y., until
recently.

Class Unites at Red Bank.— A congregation which
taxed the capacity of the Church at Red Bank, N. J., on
Sunday, December 4th, witnessed a beautiful service,
when twenty-seven young people united with the church.
They were from the group of thirty-one who have been
members of the catechetical class. The service began
with a processional of the Senior Choir. Dr. Willard
Dayton Brown, D.D., Secretary of the Board of Education, addressed the class, giving a helpful and encour-

sermon. The

City.

South Classis of Long Island, has

accepted a call from the Hempstead, Long Island,
Church, and will be installed in the near future. Mr.

Rev. Alexander

York

Westchester Classis Men’s Dinner.— The annual dinner of the Men of Westchester Classis was held on Tuesday evening, December 6th, with an attendance of nearly
a hundred men. A bountiful and delicious dinner was
served by the ladies of the Hawthorne Church, in which
the gathering was held. Rev. Ernest Clapp, D.D., President of the Classis, and pastor of the church, presided
in a genial manner, and interspersed the speaking and
music with apt remarks. Miss Gertrude Gibson, a noted
radio and concert singer, sang several vocal selections,
accompanied on the piano by her mother. The first
speaker was Rev. Carl S. Weist, D.D., pastor of the
Community Church of Mount Vernon, N. Y„ who gave
a thoughtful and telling address on “Church Unity and
the Community Church.” Then Rev. Edgar F. Romig,
D.D., pastor of the West End Collegiate Church, New
York City, was introduced, and spoke very interestingly
on “The Content of Liberty.” Both addresses were
seasoned with apt humor, and held the undivided attention of the audience. The general opinion was that this
was one of the best gatherings of the men. Much credit
is

due to the pastor and people of the Hawthorne Church

for its success.

Rabbi

at

Mont Pleasant Church.— Rabbi Jesse Ross,

was examined as to knowledge
of the Catechism, the meaning of church membership,
and the duties of church members, in the presence of the
congregation,and the members were then received into
the Church upon making public confession. On the following Sunday the class took the communion, and five
others were also welcomed into the fellowship of the

of the Temple Gates of Heaven, of Schenectady, N. Y.,
spoke in the Mont Pleasant Church, Rev. Theodore G.
Tritenbach, pastor, on Sunday evening, December 11th,
on “The Contributions of Judaism to Today’s Life.”
Hebrew music was sung at the service.

Church.

Uth, after three months of work, the Fonda, N.

aging

class

Fonda Church Renovated.— On Sunday December
Church was reopened for worship, renovated

Centenary at Kiskatom Church.— With an appropriate and impressive program the Kiskatom, N. Y.,
Church, on Tuesday evening, December 6th, celebrated
its 100th anniversary. The auditorium was filled to
capacity, and on the platform were the following clergymen: Revs. Jacob Van Ess, F. Bosch, G. D. Wood, G.
D. Geres, J. Howard, F. Nagel, D. Boyce, J. J. Van Heest,
the present pastor, and Mr. J. Winne, who was pastor
from 1907 to 1909. Other ministers present were Revs.
J. D. Hopkins and E. Neevel. On a table directly in
front of the pulpit was a model of the old church building, destroyed by fire on November 19, 1928. This
model was an exact reproduction, even to the stained
glass windows, and was the work of Mr. Egbert Saxe,
Clerk of the church. An excellent musical program had
been prepared, and the pastor gave an address, entitled
“Scenes and Acts of the History of the Kiskatom
Church,” following which the pastors present brought
greetings. Rev. Donald Boyce, Synodical Missionary of
the Particular Synod of Albany, gave an eloquent and
inspirational address, entitled,

“A Backward

Glance,

out. A special order of service was carried

Y.,

inside and

and the
pastor, Rev. Putnam Cady, D.D., preached on “The Beauty of Holiness.” The exterior of the building and the
parsonage were repainted a slate color with white trimmings, and the interior of the church has been completely renovated. The walls were scraped and repaired
thoroughly and two coats of paint were applied. The
effect is that of brightness and cheerfulness, and yet
with dignity in harmony with the spirit of worship.
An oak floor was laid in the auditorium, and the pews
were thoroughly cleansed and revarnished. New doors
of oak with glass panels were placed, carpet was placed
on the pulpit, with runners in the aisles and linoleum
out,

and stairs. The entire cost was paid by
the Women’s League for Service. Dr. Cady has issued
a schedule of services for the Sunday evenings from
December 18 to the end of next March which is bound
in the lobby

to be interesting and instructive. He plans a series of

travel talks, illustrated with lantern pictures, together
with a series of addresses on “Seeing,” “Hearing”
“Thinking,” "Reading,” and “Speaking.”
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Will

It

Be a

New Year?

By Henry Geerlings

A NEW

calendar year begins next Sunday. What
does it hold in store? We are all asking the question of ourselves and of one another. The heads of nations are asking it. All would like to know, and all are
in the dark. The heads of great businesses are asking
it. The individual in the home is wondering whether it
will be a new year of lightening skies and realized hopes
and new and old blessings, or only the old year of unsolved problems, uncertainty, perplexity, distress carried

forward into another twelve months different only

name but

in

not in fact.

To some the outlook

not as uncertain and unsatisfactory as this. They have no doubt as to whether it
will be a new year or not. They know that 1933 will be
new in many ways for which they are already thankful.
All of us can if we will be included in the company of
these hopeful, undiscouraged and undefeated ones who
are looking forward, not with fear, but with joy and
thanksgiving to the days just ahead.
This does not mean that we are playing the ostrich,
putting our heads in the sand in a vain closing of our
eyes to actual dangers. It does not mean calling black
white. It does not mean denying the ominous and terrific realities in the midst of which we are living. It does
mean, however, the recognition not only of these dangerous and dark facts, but also of certain bright and shining facts, back of which there is the greatest fact of
time and eternity, God Himself.
It will be a new year indeed, new in better and richer
blessings than we can ask or think, for all who trust
God and believe His Word. Those who take God at His
word will find that every day is rich with His blessings.
Every need is met. They are kept from being worried
or anxious about anything, just as God has promised.
He will supply every need.
The world, the nations, the rulers, and the individual
is

—

are fairly submerged today by problems that are too
much for them. But no problem is too much for God.
We may say that the word “problem” is not in God’s
vocabulary. There is no such thing as a problem to
Him. Therefore when we place ourselves and our problems wholly in His hands, He is pledged to take care
of us.
It

follows then, that the greater the problems and the

dangers and the distresses of the new year, the greater
will be our experiences of guidance and safety and deliverance and blessing under His hand.

Is 1933 to bring us new difficulties and dangers?
Then we may know that even now, before the new year
has begun, it will be new in its blessings of divine deliverance and provision.
Ages ago the Psalmist said that he would go in the
strength of the Lord. God’s strength is not exhausted.

remain undiminished. He is the same yesterday,
today and forever. We may enter the new year in the
consciousness that God’s promises remain ours. Could
we ask for more than this? Is there anything to fear
if God is our enabling and protection?
It will

The Bible

When You Want

It

Once in a while there comes to the editor a new idea
which seems to be worth passing on to those who may
appreciate it. Often in this busy age the Christian man
or

woman

feels the need of appropriate Bible verses to

quote in some emergency. The Moody Bible Institute,
of Chicago, by the way, recognizing this need, has recently started a course on the memorizing of Bible
verses. But here is another plan, not quite so extensive
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as the Institute’s course, yet of sufficient merit to warrant investigation. Rev. Lewis Gaston Leary, a wellknown Presbyterian minister, a graduate of Rutgers
College, has prepared a slim little book, which can be
carried in the pocket, containing a sufficient store of
verses from the Bible to fit the majority of the ordinary
needs. These are arranged under the heads, and by an
ingenius trimming of the pages the entire selection is
summarised under headings, such as, "What to read
when — Happy, Prosperous, Critical, Tired, Discouraged,
Sleepless,” and many other divisions. It is an altogether
practicable collection,and should be examined with interest by all who believe in the power of the written
Word. The book is on sale in the Book Room for 50
cents a copy.

Tribute to Rev. Henri

De

Vries, D.D.

In its issue of Friday, November 25th, The Highland
Democrat, of Peekskill, N. Y., gave space for a four
column account of the funeral of the late Rev. Henri de
Vries, D.D., on Sunday, November 20, which was held
in the church where for so many years he had been the
devoted pastor. The addresses are given practically in
full, and a detailed account of the life of Dr. de Vries
is appended. Space can not be found for so long a tribute, but it will be filed in the archives of the Committee
on History and Historical Research, in Sage Library.
In addition to the account of the funeral the local paper
printed the following leading editorial, which is so just
a tribute to the work and memory of a good minister
that it is printed here
:

In the passing of the Rev. Henri de Vries, D.D., on
Thursday evening of last week, Peekskill lost a citizen,
a friend, an ecclesiastic, who had lived in the community
nearly half a century, shared its joys and sorrows, its
prosperity and adversity, its successes and defeats.

Not only had he served long, thirty-one years, as the
pastor of the Van Nest Reformed Church, preached

many times in the

pulpits

of the local

Protestant

churches, been active in all our religious movements in
the village, but he had at all times played the part of a
good unselfish citizen, a loyal friend and a kindly neighbor. In the various movements from time to time to
improve the political, social, moral and spiritual conditions of the village he was to be found always militant
and in the front rank of the battalions fighting for good

government and better conditions.
As a man of letters he was looked up

and often
his aid and guidance were sought by many. As husband
and father he was devoted and loyal to the extreme.
to,

was Peekskill’s best example
There was not only nothing of

All things considered he

of a great old

man.

peevishness generated in him by the decline of his physical powers, but it seemed as if, the nearer he approached
the golden gate, the finer both his temper and utterances
became. It was as if the face turned toward the setting
sun had caught a richer glow from the rays of evening
than the dawn had been able to communicate. It is not
too much to say that the members of his former congregation were for these reasons as effectively served
after his retirement by the example of his later years

as they had been by the vigor and efficiency of

his

mature manhood.

Had

it been necessary to prove by example

the

groundlessness of the notion that the usefulness of life
is necessarily limited to the proverbial three score and
ten, a more effective piece of evidence could not have
been desired than Dr. de Vries supplied.
No monument, no epitaph, no matter how magnificent
or how eloquent, could be a greater testimonial to Dr.
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de Vries than his simple, earnest, devout Christianity.
His deeds shall ever live in the minds, a blessing, a consolation, a guidance. Tributes to the dead crumble and
decay and are forgotten, but forever will live those deeds
of that saintly man, that succor, that consolation, given
in the name of the Lord. They are good for the good
they have done and for the precept and example they
have

set.

the Inspiration

religion, life will

of

remain fragmentary and

will not achieve the highest .... Consequently

EDUCATION
America's Greatest

which omits religion or pushes it into the
background cannot produce the kind of personality which the present age needs.

Need

By Rev. William Louis Sahler

"t^/'HICH

\}l

Without

827

is

Dr. Frederick C. Eiselen.

the most important institution, the State,

Home?" the teacher asked the
men's class. “The Home,” was the unanimous answer.
In the most important institution in the world, the

A CONTRIBUTION FROM EVERY CHURCH
THIS YEAR FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Home, there is today, a great crying, compelling need,
and since we live in America, it is America’s greatest
need. This need must be met, or nothing can save

BOARD OF EDUCATION,

the Church, or the

25 East 22nd

America.

In the oldest and most important institution a

New York,

N. Y.

re-

vival is needed, not only a revival of family life, but of

Christian family life. We must choose one of two
things, the dedication of the home to Jesus Christ, or
doom. Doom or Dedication! Malachi pointed this out
in these words: (Malachi 4:5, 6, in part,) "Behold, I
will send unto you ... the prophet . . . and he shall turn
the heart of the fathers to the children . . . lest I come
and smite the earth with a curse."
There is no excuse for the indifference, the carelessness, of parents to the Christian training of their own
children. Parents have more time than had their own
parents or grandparents. The only thing lacking is the
parental desire to teach the children the truths of God’s
Book, and the willingness to spend God’s Day as He has

family altars in their homes. There are hundreds of
thousands of other homes where parents are stumblingblocks in the spiritual progress of their children, and
are bringing upon themselves the condemnation of
Christ, (Matthew 18:6,) “Whoso shall offend one of
these little ones which believe in Me, it were better for
him that a millstone were hanged about his nek, and
that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.”
Only by erecting the family altar, by instructing the
children of the home in the truths of God’s Word, by
leading them to the House of God, and by Christian conduct can the parents of our land meet “America’s greatest need.”
“Daily need and daily thought,
Slowly into habit wrought,
Raise that temple, base or fair,
Which men call our character.
Build it nobly, build it well;
In that temple God may dwell!”

commanded

,

I had a striking illustration of this during the past

summer. One farmer

Street

R. C. A.

in Wisconsin said to me,

cannot come to church in

summer.” Just 115

“Farmers

miles from

where that farmer stood, one week before, a church was
filled with nearly 900 people, and half of them were
farmers who had come to worship God at nine in the
morning. The farmers of that filled church were engaged in the very same kind of agriculture as were
those farmers in that part of Wisconsin where the man
spoke to me.
The only difference in those farmers was this, — those
115 miles away had an appreciation of the soul’s value,
of God’s Word, of God’s Day, and of God’s worship. Instead of sending or taking their children to Sunday
school, they went with them to worship God, and most
of them stayed for Sunday school with their children.
Parents who do not do this are undoing nearly all the
good the Sunday school teachers try to do. Those faithful, praying teachers are seeking to lead those little
lambs into the fold of Christ, and their parents, by their
example, by their carelessness, by their slighting of God's
House and worship, are leading them away from the
fold. If those parents would think about their conduct
and example they would soon see that they are teaching their children to ignore God’s laws. Many parents
set the example of desecrating God’s Day, and in some
cases the children follow the parental example by ignoring the state law and stealing a car. The parents drive
over the Fourth Commandment, and the children ride
over the Eighth.
The parents in that filled church

came from Christian
homes, where America’s greatest need does not exist.
The pastor of that church says most of the families
read the Bible two or three times a day, and offer prayer

and instruct the children in God’s

Word. They have

Trinity

Church Loses a Deacon

Trinity Church, of Brooklyn, N. Y., sustained a
severe loss in the death of its deacon, Oscar William

Laug, on Thursday, December 1st. Mr. Laug was
born in New York City, July 13, 1879, and was the
son of Rev. John Ebenezer Laug, who for seventeen
years was the pastor of the Melrose Reformed Church,
Bronx Borough, New York City, preceding the late Rev.
George H. Miller. Upon his removal to Brooklyn Mr.
Laug united with Trinity Church, Rev. George G.
Wacker, pastor.
He was a fine Christian gentleman, at all times willing and ready to do some good deed for his church and
neighbor. He leaves his beloved wife, Anne (Geidel,)
to whom he was married almost twenty-five years, and
one daughter, Katherine, together with a host of friends.

"The memory

of the just is blessed.”

Staten Island Parsonage Under Guard.— The home

Henry D. Frost, pastor of the Huguenot Memorial Church, on Staten Island, N. Y., has been under
guard night and day, ever since an unknown person

of Rev.

telephoned to Mr. Frost, as follows: “What we did to
the Staten Island Advance isn’t a patch on what we are
going to do to you.” It appears that a bomb tossed into
the cellar of the newspaper office on a recent Sunday
morning blew out several windows.
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Death of Rev. Ellsworth Ward Decker
Rev. Ellsworth

Ward Decker, pastor for the

past

Dttf) a Generous! Cfjecfe

twenty-four years at the Westwood, N. J., Church, died
at his residence on Wednesday, December 14. Mr.
Decker was taken ill about two years ago, but after a

long period of inactivity he recovered sufficiently to

“Here you

resume his pulpit work several months ago. Recent

18. He

Christmas.

“We

are indeed

happy to help

“A Merry
to you

out.

Christmas

all.”

Westwood Church on Sunday, December
survived by his widow and a daughter, Mrs.

in the
is

Frank C. Demarest, of Glen Ridge, N. J.
Mr. Decker was born at Crawford, N. Y., February
7, 1873, and went into business in his early youth. It
does not appear that he attended college, but he was
prepared by private study and entered the New Brunswick Seminary, graduating therefrom in the class of
1906. He was ordained by the Classis of Kingston, and
became pastor at Rosendale, N. Y., where he remained
until 1908. In this year he went to Westwood and has
remained there ever since. His is the second death in
his Seminary class, the previous one being Rev. B. J.
Hotaling, who died in 1922. The surviving members,
in the ministry of the Reformed Church are Rev.
Lucas Boeve, D.D., Rev. John Y. Broek, D.D., Rev. Henry
K. Post, Rev. A. A. Seso, and Rev. Cornelius Vandermel.
still

Schenectady Pastor Honored
At the meeting of the Reformed Church Union of the
Classis of Schenectady, held in the Second Schenectady,
N. Y., Church, on Thursday evening, December 1st, due
recognition

was given

to the circumstance that the pas-

tor of the entertaining church, Rev. John G. Meengs,
D.D., had completed a quarter of a century of service
in that post and also in the bounds of the Classis. The
following resolutions were prepared and adopted as a
token of appreciation:
Whereas, the Rev. John G. Meengs, D.D., has completed 25 years of service in this Classis and in the Second Reformed Church of Schenectady, be it
Resolved, that the Men’s Union of the Classis hereby
extends its heartiest felicitations to Dr. Meengs in view
of the strong service which he has rendered in this
church, and expresses its appreciation for his loyalty to
the aims and purposes of this organization. The Union
also recognizes his effective influence for this period of
twenty-five years in all that makes for the upbuilding of
the community. The Union is glad to make this recognition of its appreciation of his comradeship and friendship in all its contacts with him as man to man.
Resolved, also, that the Union extends its congratulations to the Second Reformed Church of Schenectady
upon the continuation of this happy pastorate for a
quarter century, and expresses the hope that it may
continue for many years to come.

—

Dutch Arms of Orange Classis
Representatives of the various Reformed Churches of
the Classis of Orange met at the Wurtsboro, N. Y.,
Church on a recent Sunday afternoon, and perfected the
osrganization of “The Dutch Arms of the Classis of

Orange.”

—

for the Orphans’

reports were to the effect that while not quite strong
he was able to preach with his usual power, and the
news of his death came as a shock to all who knew
him. For nearly a quarter of a century he was in
Westwood, and his preaching made a very deep impression in that community and the surrounding sections
of Bergen County. For many years he was the Stated
Clerk of the Classis of Bergen, and as such he was a
model recorder of the business of the Classis. The funeral

was held

are

Cf)c itlinisters’ Jfunb
of the Reformed Church in America

25 EAST 22nd STREET,

A

NEW YORK

constitution and by-laws were adopted. The object

of the organization is to foster friendly co-operation, and

to bring together the

men of the churches

into such

friendship and service as will be mutually helpful and
inspiring, and make for the upbuilding of Christ’s Kingdom. The members of the organization will be composed of the men of each Reformed congregation, the
Brotherhoods and other men’s groups within the bounds
of the Classis. The governing Board will consist of two
representativesfrom each of the twenty-six churches in
the Classis. Regular meetings will be held during the
months of May and October of each year. Special meetings will be subject to the call of the President.
The following officers were elected : President, Fred’k
D. Fowler, of Port Jervis; First Vice President, John G.
Heinle, of Wallkill; Second Vice President, Russell
Gowdy, of Bloomingburg; Secretary, Rev. George W.
Turner of Grahamsville ; Treasurer, Professor Ira Minard, of

Newburgh.

Hope College News
The University of Michigan Symphony

Orchestra

staged a concert in Hope Memorial Chapel on Tuesday
afternoon, December 13. In the evening they accompanied the Holland Civic Club in its rendition of the
Christmas part of Handel’s Messiah.

The Inter-FraternityContest in basketball always is
of unusual interest. The five societies and the Seminary will play a series of games for the college society
championship, although the Seminary games will not
count in determining this rating.

Woman's Board

of Foreign Missions

BIRTHDAY PRAYER CALENDAR
Jan. 9 — Dr. Margaret
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

10
10
11
24
25
27
28

*On

Gibbons*
Couch

— Miss Sara M.
— Dr. Margaret
— Miss Jennie
— Mrs. G. D. Van
— Miss Julia C.
— Miss Tena
— Miss Florence

Rottschaefer

Pieters
Peursem
Scudder
Holkeboer
Walvoord

furlough.

India

Japan
India

Japan
Arabia
India

China

Japan
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M

1

9
3
2

(living

do various things, some are at their assigned duties,
others on the lawn, some on the porch, others sewing,

Then said a rich man, Speak to us of Giving.
And he answered:
You give but little when you give of your possessions.
It is when you give of yourself that you truly give.
There are those who give little of the much which
they have — and they give it for recognition and their
hidden desire makes their gifts unwholesome.
And there are those who have little and give it all.
These are the believers in life and the bounty of life,
and their coffer is never empty.
There are those who give with joy, and that joy is

reading and playing the organ.
After supper they have another free hour, when they

1

their reward.

And there are those who give with pain, and

that

always gather around the living room. Many of my
happiest hours are those spent in an informal way with
the girls when they exchange ideas, talk over the events
of the day and week in a very clever way.
Each Saturday night our Matron, Miss Bouma, goes
over the Sunday school lesson with the girls in preparation for the following day.

Eyes are getting heavy, which means bed-time. They
clamber up the steps, saying “Good-night and sweet
dreams.” Another day of training and achievement is
over.

pain is their baptism.

And there are those who give and know not pain
giving, nor

in

do they seek joy, nor give with mindfulness

of virtue;

They give as

in

yonder valley the myrtle breathes

its

fragrance into space.

Through the hands of such as these God speaks, and
from behind their eyes He smiles upon the earth.
It is well to give

when asked, but

it is better to give

unasked, through understanding;
And to the open-handed the search for one who shall
receive is joy greater than giving.
And is there aught you would withhold?
All you have shall some day be given;
Therefore give now, that the season of giving may be
yours and not your inheritors’.
— From “The Prophet,” by Kahlil Gibran.

Saturday at the

McKee Dormitory

By Marie M. Youngs

FVING

U

First

dong, ding dong, ding

dong! At

the sound of

the bell, the quietness of the early morning hours

broken and immediately the dormitory is astir with
laughter and singing as the girls get ready for break-

Impressions

By Bertha

A. Bruining

fllHE Jicarilla Apache Indian Mission at Dulce, New
J. Mexico, is situated in a valley. In whatever direction you look you can see mountains covered with ever-

green trees and scrub oak, with here and there queer
outcroppings of rock. The view from the schoolroom
window is beautiful as you look toward the hills with
their ever-changing lights and shadows.
The children in the schoolroom are as interesting as
the scenery. They are much like white children who
come from homes where a foreign language is spoken all
the time. Their conception and use of English is poor.
In the morning I have beginners who have just come in
from camp and know little or no English ; first and second grade children go to school all day; the third grade
is composed of children who have just come from the
sanitarium and who have to rest in the afternoon.
I enjoy teaching the Indian boys and girls as they are
•interesting and lovable as the white children. I also
hope to bring into their lives the desire to be followers
of Christ.

is

fast. Soon there is a scramble

down

the steps to the

liv-

where they wait in line until the head waitress
sounds the gong. Then they march into the dining
room. Won’t you come and have breakfast with us?
Doesn’t this sound good, — fruit, good hot oatmeal with
cream, and fine, light, hot biscuits with milk to drink?
This is Saturday and general cleaning day. After

When

a Fiftieth Birthday,

Everybody

Must Come!

ing room,

breakfast the girls go to their various tasks, some to
the kitchen, others to the living room and office, some
to the laundry, while still others go to the attic, basement and dining room. You see the girls are taught
how to keep house properly as well as reading, writing
and arithmetic.
A happier group you never saw. Look at their smiling faces as they carry wood, shake blankets, and use
mops and brooms. The house is ringing with laughter
and singing. Soon everything is spic and span, dinner
is over, and the girls are getting ready to go "to town”
as they say. Each Saturday afternoon they are given
the privilege of going into the village to meet their
friends and, if they are fortunate enough to have a little
money, buy a few “tricks” and “pretties.” There they
go down the path talking gayly, looking as fine in their
cotton dresses, cotton hose, and natural pink cheeks as
any girls anywhere in the world.
Between the hour they return and supper time they

It's

Have you received the folder “Ten Year
Glimpses,” which gives so many splendid suggestions for the birthday party which you are certain
to

want

to give in honor of the Board’s

niversary and your

own

Golden An-

auxiliary's birthday?

It

adapted to any auxiliary or league, and requires
very little costuming and no memorizing. Write
to the Board for this folder (price 10 cents).
Attractively decorated and mimeographed invitations have also been prepared in order that
every member of the society and friends may be
invited to celebrate the occasion. These invitations are available both for auxiliaries and Leagues
for Service. Sample invitations and directions for
ordering may be secured from the Women’s Board
of Domestic Missions on request.
If you would like to use the Golden Anniversary
is

offering folder, with gift envelope enclosed, in con-

nection with the birthday party, send your request
to the Board. Your offering may be sent to the
treasurer, Miss Helen G. Voorhees, 25 East 22nd
Street, New York, any time before the end of the
fiscal year, April 30, 1933.
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Christmas

serve Christmas. These compositions

The evening before is always sacred
have not been edited but are given here to the making of Christmas decorations
Just as written.
—some of mango leaves, bright and
“Christmas is an exceedingly joyous
day, and it is also our most happy day,
also it is a holy day. Therefore we
should use a very reverent and happy
heart to observe it. Whether we sing
or give a play, we should do
‘with a
reverent attitude of mind, we must not
do it carelessly. During the day, we
it

should give gifts to help poor people, so

that the poor people may with us together rejoice and together observe the
day.”

“Time passes very quickly, just like a
swift arrow flying. In a short time,
Christmas is just about to arrive. I

glossy, which are strung before all the
cottage doors; some of tissue paper of
the most brilliant hues, cut in fanciful
designs and festooned across the study
rooms. In front of the little verandahs,
those who are artistically inclined produce intricate and beautiful designs in
rice flour — an old Indian festival custom
now being carried over to the Christian
community. Before dawn on November
25, the upper verandahs are set alight
with rows of the little clay lamps which
play so great a part in the celebration
of Indian festivals, and Christmas carols
— some English, some Tamil, some Telugu— are sung to greet the happy day.

think back over last year’s Christmas, Lessons go on with some difficulty, for
how everyone together was happy and every one’s mind is fixed upon Christmas,
rejoiced, giving Christmas cards, having especially the feast that is to come at
a meeting in school commemorating the
Saviour. This year I hope we may again
have this kind of a meeting.’’

A

“Now Christmas is almost here. We,
very happy. Also on Christmas that day, in our school we are going to hold a Christmas meeting. Also
at that meeting we are to have tableaux
showing Mary and Jesus and the three
Wise Men coming to worship Jesus. Also
when they came to worship Jesus, they
did not with empty hands come, but
when they came they brought yellow gold
and frankincense and myrrh to give to
Jesus. Also on Christmas the choir sings
carols and on the day before we shall
have a meeting to give gifts to poor
people."

Christmas at Sherman

Mem-

orial School, Chittoor, India

You will probably remember reading
Miss Wyckoff’s description of “Christmas
at the Chittoor Schools" in the January
issue of this year. Here is another ac-

Prayer for True

Brotherhood

all of us, are

0

Lord, if we have been saying that
we are all brothers and sisters and
that we love Thee as Father and our
lives have given the lie to that profession, forgive us. If we have been
speaking of our hearts going out to
all mankind and our love has been
asleep, forgive us — purge us from all
insincerity and unreality.
In these moments we pledge to Thee
the devotion of a love that follows the
way of Jesus in redemptive service

Dear Father, make me strong with

a

song

To fashion for loved ones and Thee
From the stuff of every day
Deeds, dreams and heart's desires

—

The woman Thou wouldst have me be.
— Author Unknown.

in.

dian girls are naturally so dramatic and
the religious heritage of India so full of
music, drama and festival, that there are
great possibilities in this actual showing
of the story of Christ’s birth. Then there
is a short Christmas play— some appropriate story in an Indian setting- and
after that each class in turn marches
into the school library where the lighted
tree bears its American fruit— gifts that

the Sewing Guild boxes have brought
from the girls and women of our Reformed Church to the girls of the Sher-

man

School.

But

we had

also a “White
Christmas." For weeks our school girls
had been busy fashioning with their own
hands gifts for the children of the village schools. These little rural schools
are bare of all equipment. Our school
went to work to present every school in
the Chittoor circle with something to
brighten its days. One class drew and
illuminated wonderful calendars; a seclast year

ond made a series of health charts, showing the dangers of mosquitoes, flies and
unsanitary wells, all illustrated with
much “local color"; a third wrote little
story books in manuscript with original
pictures for illustrations; another class
produced a set of bean bags. But the
prize production was the work of the
geography classes; they made over forty
globes with gayly colored continents rising from oceans of the brightest azure
paint. What do you suppose they were
made of? The clay water pots which can
be bought for two cents in any bazaar.
They are beautifully round, except for
the open mouth on which they stand and
as this opening represents the Antarctic,
its loss out of the map is not too serious.
For weeks our sewing room overflowed
with clay pots by the dozen, but they
soon disappeared as enthusiatic village

teachers carried them off to distant
schools to prove to round-eyed villagers
that the world is round. There were village representatives present to receive

titude, custom, convention, or institution that oppresses and limits life or
freedom for any of Thy children.
O, live in us this day and the days

the

that follow.

Even

in us.

on we begin
Christmas hymns at morning
From

that day

to sing
prayers

and to practice carols old and new

for

the Christmas tree. It comes on the last

seeing, choose aright.

posed tableau to show each scene.

to the least of our fellowmen and
women, bringing refreshment, hope
and life, to the burdened, the weary,
the sinful and challenging every at-

count of these interesting festivities by
— A Southern White Student.
Miss Alice B. Van Doren.
Several years ago some bright member of Sherman Memorial School origin- night, and the freedom from study hour.
It is most interesting to see the hold
this custom has taken upon the girls.
Every year on November 25 there are letA Girl's Prayer
ters from former students away at colIge or normal school or medical schools,
Dear Father, make me kind,
saying, “Best wishes for the ‘Supposed
Help me to find
Christmas.* How we wish that we might
The secret wells of loveliness
be with you to share the joys of this
happy day."
In every heart and mind.

Dear Father, make me wise,
Help Thou my eyes
To see the gifts life holds for me, and

28, 1932

YOUNG PEOPLE

ated the idea of celebrating Christmas
a month ahead, because as she said, “We
can never all be together on the real
in China
Christmas day and this is our only
Pupils of the Amoy Girls’ Primary chance to celebrate Christmas in school."
School in China have written the follow- So November 25 is the date each year
ing compositions to tell us how they ob- for the “Supposed Christmas."

How We Observe

December

night before school closes for the vacation, usually about December 18. This
is a wonderful night, with olanket-clad
shepherds and white-robed angels winding in long processions among the mango trees of the courtyard, their candles
flashing through the dark foliage like
mammoth fire flies. After the carols,
comes the pageant— the words of the

gospel story read with

a

beautifully

offerings, and each class, gave its
gifts before receiving those which far-off
America had sent to them. We hope that
the Joy of giving the work of their own
hands was so real that it will be remembered in years to come.
This year think of Chittoor girls with
their month-long celebration of giving as
well as receiving.

A New

Year's Thouqht

Yesterday nowf is a part of forever;
Bound up in a sheaf which God
holds tight,
With glad days and sad days and bad
days which never
Shall visit us more with their bloom
and their blight,
Their fullness of sunshine or sor.

rowful night.

Every day is a fresh beginning;
Listen, my soul, to the glad refrain,
in spite of old sorrow and older
sinning,

And

And puzzles forecasted and

possi-

ble pain,

Take heart with the day and begin
again.

Susan Coolidge.
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Addresses of Our Mission-

—

aries
W. B. F.
JAPAN MISSION

IN MEMORIAM
WhereoM, it has been the* will of (knl to take
from amonic uh our beloved leader and sincere
friend,

THE REVEREND MAR1NUS J. DEN HERDER.
whose indestructible monument of loyal service
nd beautiful friendships can best be sumrmd

M.
THE AMERICAN SEAMEN’S

Kindly Note Changes
Miss Sara M. Couch, Nagasaki.
•Miss H. M. Lansing, 9119 120th

FRIEND SOCIETY
St..

Richmond

Miss
Mrs.
up in these few words that he spoke before enterMrs.
ing the operating room.—*' If I do not return,
Mrs.
then my work will have been completed ; it is the
Miss
will of (iod, and I am satisfied.” Therefore, be it
Miss
Resolved, that we. the Consistory of the MidMrs.
dhbush Reformed Church, endeavor to express
Mrs.
mi, heartfelt sympathy to the bereaved family in
Miss
their loss of a devoted husband and father. Be
Miss
it, further,
Miss
Resolved, that a copy of these resolutions be sent
Mrs.
to the bereaved family, a copy spread upon the
Miss
Minutes, and another copy sent to the New Bruns- •Mrs.
wick Classis for reading.
Miss
Done in Consistory,December 4, 1932, MiddleMrs.
bush. New Jersey.
Mrs.
Lap REN S. Archibald, President.
Miss
Elton H. L. Ward, Clerk.
Mrs.

Hill. L. I.
Pieters, Shimonoseki.

Jennie
W. G. Hoekje, Nagasaki.
Hubert Kuyper, Oita.
L. J. Shafer, 37 Bluff, Yokohama.
Jeane Noordhoff. 37 Bluff. Yokohama.
Janet Oltmans, 37 Bluff. Yokohama.
H. V. E. Stegeman. Meiji Gakuin, Tokyo.
John Ter Borg. Kagoshima.
Evelyn Oltmans. Tokyo.
Florence Walvoord, Shimonoseki.
Flora Darrow, Meiji Gakuin. Tokyo.
B. C. Moore, Kurume.
Dora Eringa. Kurume.
George W. I^ug, Saga.
Helen Zander, 37 Bluff, Yokohama.
Bruno Bruns, Tokyo.
John DcMuagd. Beppu.
Virginia Reeves, 87 Bluff. Yokohama.
Barnerd Luben, Meiji Gakuin, Tokyo.

•On furlough.

IN

MEMORIAM

Minute Adopted by the Faculty of the
Neir Brunmriek Theological Seminary

December 9,
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How Much Do We Work?

St

The Faculty records with deep sorrow the death
pn December fifth of

JOHN CHARLES VAN DYKE.

L.H.D., LL.D..
in the seventy-seventhyear of his age and the
fifty-fifthof his connection with this Seminary
as Librarian in the Gardner A. Sage Library.
Dr. Van Dyke’s contacts with life, his interests
and associations,his service and his honors, were
many, and as various as his gifts of mind a no
heart. He ranged widely through his world, not
only the outvsard world of earth and sea and sky
but the world of letters and arts, the world of
events and affairs, the world of thought and human endeavor. Faring farther abroad than is
the lot of most, he had also, beyond most, the
power to see and to share with others his seeing,
a quick apprehension of beauty, a sound appreciation of worth, and an uncompromising standard of honor.
Of the application he made of these gifts in
the fields of education,criticism, and authorship,
and of the place therein accorded to him, there
are others to sp *ak. It is for us to mark the
happy providence which in 1878 diverted him
from the calling for which he had prepared and
Kave into his charge the then newly hopeful Library of the New Brunswick Seminary, a responsibility and an object of affection from whkh he
was never entirely severed until his death. At
his first appointment, as assistant to the aging
Mr. Quick, he was but twenty-two years old. In
lomo measure, then, we may be permitted to think,
this almost lifelong occupation helped to enlarge
his

the

outlook

and to form his

spirit, to

make of him

man that we have known. Quite

surely, on

may

the other hand,
it be said that the Library
bears, and will long continue to bear, the impress
of his presence. Not only in the manifold indications of taste and order which, even for the casual
visitor, give it distinction, but in its reach
yond narrow professionalism, its emphasis on the

b^

Some

the work in the
church. They are everlastingly talking
about their exhausting labors. We have
for years been noting, sometimes with
amusement, sometimes with a degree of
impatience, how enervating any expenditure of time and energy in the Lord's
vineyard seems to be. ... Even among
the clergy there is far too much idle talk
of the amount of work which the pastoral
office entails. It is difficult to find a pastor who will admit that any other pastor does more work than he.

1828

The only American undenominationalSociety
doing welfare work for seamen in sixteen affiliated and oo-operatingstations in Japan. Europe.
South America and the United States.
Loan Libraries ($25) for crews at sea placed
on vessels sailing from New York.
Shipwreckedand destitute seamen aided.
PUBLISHES the "Sailors’ Magazine" ($1.00).
SUPPORTED by contributions and legacies.
Winchester Noyes. President ; George Sidney
Webster. D.D., Secretary.
Clarence C. Pinneo, Treasurer. 72 Wall Street,
New York, to whom contributions may be sent.

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY
(Organized 1825)

The century-old and approved agency of the
Churches for the publicationand circulation of
Christian Literature in 50 languages.
Distributedlast year 6.585,879 pieces of literature where the need was greatest.
The Society is vigorously counteracting the organized and increasing atheistic assaults on the
Christian faith, especially among our new Ameri-

WILL YOU HELP
a bequest in your

high places.

“exhaustion complex.” The “tiredness”
of which many church workers complain
is ninety-fiveper cent a mental condition,
superinduced by selfishness and by disinterest in the cause of the Lord. The
best workers in the Kingdom of God do
little complaining about their work and
have no time to appeal for recognition and
sympathy by looking and talking “tired.”
They are too busy and too interested to

Donations and inquiries should be sent to
West 45th Street, New York City.

WANTED AS CHURCH
ORGANIST

A young lady, member of the Reformed Church,
^shes a position as organist in some one of the
churches in the vicinity of New York or Albany.
»he is competent also as choir director. For information address Organist. c|o Christian IntelUGENCEit, 25 East 22nd street, New York City.

7

NEW YORK SABBATH
COMMITTEE
Organized

(Incorporated)
Incorporated 1884

1857

Local. National and International.Secures, defends and enforces wholesome Sunday laws with
the privilege of worship for everybody.
Its literatureincludes more than a hundred titles

Educational Institution

NEW BRUNSWICK
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
FOUNDED

1784

Year 1932-33 Begins September 21

energy in drooping and looking

American Lutheran,
FACULTY

THE OPPORTUNITIES
FOR

EDUCATIONAL

John H. Raven, D.D ............. Old Testament
John W. Beardslee. Jr., Ph.D.,D.D., New Testament
Edward S. Worcester, D.D. . Systematic Theology
Theodore Floyd Bayles. D.D. . Practical Theology
Milton J. Hoffman, D.D ......... Church History
William A. Weber, D.D ..... Religious Education
Louis H. Holden. Ph.D.. D.D ..... English Bible
W. H. S. Demarest, D.D..LL.D., Constitution. R.C. A.
Milton T. Stauffer, D.D., F.R.G.S ....... Missions
Justin Williams ..................... Elocution
.

.

WORK

WERE
NEVER BETTER

LIBRARY— 62.000 VOLUMES

THE YOUNG PEOPLE

have no jobs today
to tempt them from their school work. They
will lose no wages attending college now.

John C. Van Dyke, L.H.D., LL.D ..... Librarian
Edward S. Worcester, D.D. . Associate Librarian
.

THE RETURN

of material prosperity will reveal the need of the men who are in preparation now.

NOW
Notice

by a personal Donation, by
by the purchase of An-

Will,

nuity Bonds?

is

of the youthful innovator who. locking himself in during a long
summer recess, rearranged the library from end
to end with his own hands to put it on a comprehensively classified basis, who devised one of
the earliest of card catalogues, who insisted that
freedom of access to the books themselves was no
wnall part of a liberal education, and who through
so many years was able b) inspire and to guide
intelligent reading because he knew what was in
books as well as on their covers.
No “minute” can be sufficient for these things.
But there must needs be addl'd to the formal acknowledgment of an institutionaldebt to one whose
connection with the Seminary never ceased to distinguish and enrich it. the recorded gratitude of
the several members of this Faculty to a counsellor, helper. and friend, in whose unassuming companionship they knew that they walked upon the

Incorporated 1833

Let our “exhausted” church workers besides a periodical.
sit down and figure how many hours of
Supported by voluntary contributions.
Address correspondence and remittance to THE
active work they are devoting to the
NEW
YORK SABBATH COMMITTEE. Room 281.
church. The hours of pleasurable pas- Bible House,
New York City.
time and recreation should not be countOfficers: Chairman. Charles F. Darlington;
ed. We believe that such a mathemati- Treasurer, E. Francis Hyde ; Secretary, Duncan J
McMillan.
cal computation will prove a real revelaMEMBERSHIP represents the various denommition. The devil likes to foster among the nations. Catholic and Protestant.
children of God what we might call the

pleasant to trace the course

POSITION

Organized

people, both pastors and laymen, cans.

make heavy going of

substance of learning rather than the semblance,
and its silent but insistent invitation to posaeas
one’s heritage, the Seminary Library is perhaps expend
his most characteristic and satisfying memorial. wilted. —

Even in the mechanics of librarianship it

Benevolent Societies

IS

THE CRITICAL TIME

B.D.

and Th.M.

DECREES

Conferred by Rutgers University

for the

proper maintenance of our educational institutions. What we put there now will be in
the lives and characters of the people ten or
more years hence.

Address Dr.

W. H. S. Demarest,

New

Brunswick. N.

President

J.

SHALL WE ALLOW

our colleges to be crippled in such a time as this?
SEND YOUR ANSWER in the shape of a
check to

CENTRAL COLLEGE
PELLA, IOWA

No

thread the weaver hreaketh—
Yet weaveth as he will,
No breach of law God maketh!
—Thy prayer prevaileth still,

Thy prayer somewhere’s inwove
In the weaver’s warp of Love,

CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER

832
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lery. Herein lies the difference between
Loose Leaf Burial Service
the worldly man and the Christian. The
one is fashioned by the world; his opinManual
ions are moulded and his morals shaped
by public opinion. The pressure is alA Living Hope: Suggestions for Funways external; it comes from without. eral Service. By Rev. Jesse Halsey, D.D.

A

Jforum of JRetfjobo
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND

YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES

He

Conducted by Rev. Abram Duryee

Christian Endeavor Topic
Sunday, January

How May We Know

8,

1932

God’s

Will?

Ps. 119:105

We learn God’s will by doing the thing
we know is right. Jesus said, “If any

Our Scripture answers the question
our topic.

We may

best

clay in the hands of the potter,
soft, plastic, ductile, yielding to every
touch. But the Christian is ruled by an
inward principle. He is not a lump of
wax in the hands of the world. There
is a motive power within that determines
his character and controls his actions.”
is like

know God’s

of

will

do His will he shall know.” We
not only learn by doing, but through the

man

will

through His word. The Psalmist com- doing we may discover that we are
pared it to a lamp by which he might learning more and more of His will. If
light his way. If he had lived in our we advance as far as we can see the
time perhaps he would have compared it way, we shall find that the way opens
with a flashlight, such as most people up before us to go further. We often
carry with them today when trying to keep ourselves from finding out God’s
find their way in the dark. God’s Word will b> our unwillingness to do what is
warns us of the dangers along life’s path- our clear duty.

way.

It is

the record of the experiences

of people who have been tempted and
SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS
tried. Sometimes they have yielded to
1. We learn God’s will by reading the
temptation, and the Bible shows us what
Bible, becoming familiar with its teachthe results were. Sometimes they have
ings. Surface reading does not help
stood firm like a rock when the storms
much. We must meditate.
of temptation came, and the Bible gives
2. Prayer helps us to know God’s will.
us the secret of their strength. The Not merely prayer when we get into a

Word

of

God lays down great

principles

that are designed to help people to live
righteously in all places and in all ages.
What the guide book Baedecker was to
travelers in past days ,the Bible is to
the child of God as he journeys along
through life.
Young people frequently find themselves at the crossroads, and are compelled to decide which road to take.
Uusually there is time to reach a conclusion, and one should be as sure as possible of the rightness of the course he
takes. Our country was over two years
in deciding to go into the World War.
When it made up its mind, it entered
the war with undivided purpose and conquering zeal, because it was sure of its
duty. When called upon to decide we
should get all the information possible,
whether it is a question of investing
money or investing life. Counsel with

jam, but daily prayer, the habit of prayer, communion that simply talks with
God and gets acquainted with Him.
3. The experience of others shows us
God’s will. We see criminals caught and

punished. We see sorrow follow’ sin.
Such things show us what is not God’s
will.

4. The more we know Jesus (by reading His life, by meditation, by prayer,)
the easier will God’s will become to us.
We shall then be trying to live like
Jesus, w’ho pleased God alw’ays.

A FEW ILLUSTRATIONS
A watch without a mainspring would

Once

a while a new idea is presented which sums up all that many people
have wished for through the years. Perhaps in no other department of clerical
service has so much improvement been
made as in the funeral services which
pastors are called upon to officiate. The
authorized service of the Reformed
Church is admirable in many respects,
but the experience of most pastors is
that it has not sufficient flexibility to
completely satisfy every requirement.
Because of this nearly every pastor has
a book of his own. which may be used
at certain times. There has been considerable improvement in the preparation of these manuals, and several have
been noted in recent issues, all of which
possess merit.
It remained for Dr. Halsey, however,
to devise a new idea in the preparation
of such a book, namely, the application
of the Loose Leaf idea. Here is a spring
back cover, bound in a substantial black
fabric. And here is a miniature vertical
file, containing five sections, each with
an ample selection of properly marked
and indexed portions of Scripture, prayers, poetry and hymns, and other material. Accompanying this store of single
pages, each complete in itself, is a slim
little booklet, giving suggestions for the
order of services, and a full index of all
the selections.
When the pastor is notified that his
service will be required at a funeral he
acquires the information necessary, if the
deceased is a stranger, or if it is a person w’hose circumstancesare known he
takes the file of loose leaves, and goes
through section by section, selecting the
appropriate parts to fit the particular
case. Notes of a discourse may be inserted, if this is expected. Having assembled the material it is inserted in the
spring back cover, and it is ready for
use at the time needed. After the service, the cover is released, the several
sheets are returned to their proper place
and the whole is put into its. case and
placed on the book shelf. It is very
handy, and very satisfying. (The Abingin

be useless. God’s will begins with our
heart, our disposition. Get the heart
right and God’s will will be done.
The way to master higher mathematics
is to master first simple arithmetic. To
those who have had experience. You know God’s will w'e must begin with
can often profit by their failures as well simply doing what we know of it, howras by their successes. We may find out ever little, and go on to know its depths. don Press,
God’s will for us through the counsel of
To know music we must listen to the
good friends.
best, and as we do so gradually our appreciation grows. So with God’s will.
You may find God’s will in yourself. Look for it. Do what you know’ of it.
There is the question of your life work. The mind will grow sensitive to it.
We should take into consideration the The will of a father is always love for
work that attracts us, for we must find his child. So is God’s will. Even His
joy in our task or it becomes dragging discipline is love. Nothing can be God’s
drudgery. We can begin by asking our- will which sins against love.

selves whether we like to work with
things or with ideas. The manufacturer
QUOTATIONS
and the salesman deal with things. The
‘‘0 God, let me follow out Thy will
minister and the teacher deal with ideas.
You see the difference when you think gladly; for if through evil desire I strugof the work of the engineer and the gle against it to my sorrow’, yet must I
mechanic. The former by the use of follow’ it none the less.” — Cleanthes.
mathematics plans for bridges and ma-

chines. The mechanic by the use of
“Wisdom is knowing what to do; virmuscles makes the bridges and the machines a reality: Consult your interests tue is doing it. We should have less
trouble about God’s will in great things,
in choosing your life work.
if we always sought it in small affairs.”
— Anon.
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difference between the worldly man and
Cloth $1.90 Postpaid $2.
—
the Christian. Of the Christian he says:
“The medicine you gave me for my lit- F. H. REVELL CO., 158 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK
“There never was a life like yours; never tle girl is all used up.”
will there be another. God has a pur“It* should have lasted twice as long
I wonder why some folks TAKE their
pose for you. He has work for you to as this.”
“I know, but I can’t get her to take it children to the circus, but SEND them
do, and no one can do that work but you.
to Sunday School? — John D. Clinton.
He has a niche for you to fill in His gal- unless I take a dose myself.”

