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/''VNCE again the year rolls round and the fact of
Christmas stares us in the face. Many, many people are so involved by the down-fall of industrialism
that they propose to ignore Christmas and all its implications. This represents the extreme of conduct, to
be sure, but with the problems of food and rent and fuel
facing them there will be those who will give absolutely
no thought to the festival which centers about the birth
of Christ. Many others, perhaps a much greater percentage, will seriously restrict their participation in

private celebrations. And some,
through love, or custom, will endeavor to carry out the
old formulas, with decorations in the home, a tree and
gifts, an elaborate meal with a group of friends, and
greeting cards sent to the ends of the earth.
In the
tion,

and

minds of many people there

“What

will

come the ques-

is the essential Christmas?”

What are the

extraneous things which can be neglected without destroying the indispensable quality that makes the day
Christmas ?

considerationto discover that there
are many practices which have grown out of the celebration of Christmas that can be dispensed with, if needful,
without disturbing the ultimate meaning of the day.
Years ago the temptation to commercializing the season
was brought into notice, and it was pointed out that because of the genial spirit developed by Christmas there
was an immense and constantly growing trade in gifts,
such as toys for children, and gifts for older persons, a
trade so great that it almost made the holiday a nightmare for people who felt that they had to make great
expenditures of money in order to maintain their status
among their relatives and friends. Similarly the practice of sending out great numbers of greeting cards has
developed into a gigantic business, so important that the
post offices of the world have to lay plans months ahead
in order that the vast number of letters, cards and packages may be sent from one end of the world to the other.
It

needs but

little

Unessential increments such as social functions, balls,

take up time, money and interest. For
those who still have money to lavish on such things, the
steam-ship lines advertise all sorts of sea trips, concealing behind their plain descriptions the implication
that in the southern ports ample opportunity to drink
liquor and indulge in questionable sports and practices
parties, etc.,

will

be offered.

not necessary to state that such things are not
essential to the proper celebration of Christmas, for it
is self-evident. But what are the essentials which cannot be ignored without a loss of the meaning of the day?
It is
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A knowledge of the reason for the celebration is essential. The sources are found in the New Testament.
Matthew and Luke tell the story in words that never
weary. To know these stories as fact permits the possessor of the knowledge to live in the deathless East
and to relive through the night in Bethlehem’s khan
where Christ was born.
A knowledge of the reason for the coming of the Child
is essential. This is summed up in matchless brevity in
John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he sent his
only begotten Son.” Here, too, history is packed into
the minimum of words. But how great has been the
growth of the idea. Christmas is a day set apart by
man because once upon a time the purpose of God culminated in a gift to a continuing and growing world of

men and women.

A

knowledge of the method of appropriation of the
gift is essential. Jesus pointed the way, “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.” Men have invented many other
methods of appropriating the benefits they recognize in
Christ, but His

way

is

He who
Way-Truth-Life method

the only authorized one.

has personal knowledge of this
of finding the Father can adequately celebrate Christmas, without any visible, man-made accessories.
And a knowledge of duties required is also essential.
Christ’s invitation to “Come” is followed by His word
“Go” to the disciples. He who wishes to celebrate
Christmas with whole-hearted joy must not only be a receiver of grace but its dispenser. He who knows that
the grace received has been sent out to others, even to
the ends of the earth, will have a singing, praising
Christmas, even if there is but a crust to eat, And because of this condition this year will see many more
real Christmas celebrations than did the plenteous
years, when money could buy creature comforts even
while the soul was

The

stifling.

essential Christmas in this year 1932 is that

we

see again the “fulness of time,” the birth, growth, life
and death of the Father’s Son, the carrying of His message to country after country, through the centuries, on
to this present year, and the great privilege given to
those who now live and have profited by His call to follow. In Corinne Roosevelt Robinson’s words:
Jesus, of Calvary and of the Cross,

Ourselves we dedicate
This holy night, when thou for peace wast born
We, of a world disordered, torn and threatened
by grim fate,
Pledge love again, peace and good-will to men,
Against thy loss.
Thou savedst us, who for our sins hast died—
Must we not now save thee, 0 Crucified
:

!
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Bethlehem-town

THE LAYMEN'S FOREIGN MISSION
REPORT

'Round Bethlehem-town,
Of no renown )
The shepherds sat a-sleeping;
(

When through

STATEMENT

the dark

A strange, bright spark
Came down from heav’n a-peeping.
Then through the

From up on

—
—

sky,

December

Why

cam’st Thou clad
In flesh of sinful mortals?

portals ?

The smell of hay,
So they did say,
Hung round Thy humble manger.

To me

of

men a

stranger.

And now we come,
Each from his home,
To worship and adore Thee,
Thou manger-born

—

From heaven torn
By love — a love that loved me!

And from

this place
With heavn’ly grace
We go to face our sorrow.

We

have seen

God,

—

So now we laud

His love through each Tomorrow.
Winfield Burggraaff.

A ONE MINUTE SERMON
By Rev. Marion Gerard Gosselink

XIV. Giving
“They

first

gave their own selves to the Lord.”
— II Corinthians 8:5.

fTlHE Corinthians had grasped the fundamental
X meaning of stewardship. Paul commends
them for their generosity. In spite of their own
means they gave liberally toward the rethe Jerusalem Church. When self has been

limited
lief

of

IN

AMERICA

8, 1932

the Board of Foreign Missions of the Reformed Church in
America recognizes and rejoices in the motive which inspired it, the thorough and painstaking manner in which
it has done its work, and the many valuable conclusions
and recommendations which are included in its Report.
We shall give to these recommendations our thoughtful
consideration. Many of them state ideals which we have
already been striving to reach and it is our hope that
this Report will help us more fully to realize them.

We

this thing

Speaks of a King

To ways

—

TN receiving the Report of the Commission of ApX praisal of the Laymen’s Foreign Missions Inquiry

Lad,

Such humble gown
Changed for renown
Thou had’st in heaven’s

of the

REFORMED CHURCH

high,

With glory bright,
The Son of God was bringing.
little

—

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS

Angelic choirs came singing.
The silent night,

Thou

of the

fully consecrated to the Lord, all else will take its

proper place. Time, talents and money are at
God’s disposal, if the heart has been placed in
His keeping.

I like the laughter that opens the lips

and the heart,

that shows at the same time pearls and the soul.

— Victor Hugo.
Christian Intelligencer— Vol. CIII. No.

recognize further that all members of the Commission are deeply interested in the missionary enterprise of the Church, and that they are earnestly desirous of its successful prosecution it is impossible to
doubt. The Foreword to their Report, however, frankly
states that there were within the membership of the
Commission three distinct points of view, both as to the
object aimed at and the means to be employed for its
attainment. To the first of these groups, “the enduring
motive of Christian Missions can only be adequately expressed as loyalty to Jesus Christ regarded as the perfect Revelation of God and the only way by which men
can reach a satisfying experience of Him.” For the second group, “the motive would best be called the spirit of
altruistic service, the desire to share with all mankind
the benefits and ideals of a Christian community;” while
the third group find their motive in “the desire for a
deeper knowledge and love of God, seeking with men
everywhere more adequate fulfilment of the divine possibilities of personal and social life.”
It is true, as the Report points out, that these are

not mutually exclusive; those who belong to the first
group share also in the motives which animate the second and third groups, while those who belong to the
second group share also in the desire of the third. But
it is also true, as it seems to us, that the Report fails
to take into consideration that those

who belong

to the

second and third groups do not share in the motives
which animate the first. It is evident, therefore, that
agreement between the three groups can only be possible
upon the basis accepted by the third group, since this is
the only basis which the three groups hold in common.
It is our firm conviction, however, that the work of
Foreign Missions can only be carried to a successful

when we conceive of “Jesus Christ as the perfect
Revelation of God and the only way by which men can
issue

reach a satisfying experience of Him.” It is upon this
conviction that our work is based ; it is in order that we
may bring all men everywhere to see in Jesus Christ a
perfect Revelation of God and the only way by which
men can come to a satisfying experience of Him that
our work is carried on. It is therefore evident that an
appraisal which leaves out of consideration this convic-
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can not be for us a satisfactory standard by which
we may appraise our work.
tion

This divergence in point of view as to the grounds
upon which missionary work is to be carried on and the
means to be employed in carrying it on and the goal to
be aimed at must of necessity be taken into account
when we consider the Report in detail. Our aim is
nothing less than the establishing of the Religion of
Jesus as the final and universal Religion, while the Report distinctly encourages the missionaries to look forward, “not to the destruction of these religions, (nonChristian,) but to their continued co-existence with
Christianity,each stimulating the other in growth toward the ultimate goal, unity in the completest religious
truth.” Having firm faith in the ultimacy of Jesus
Christ, we cannot accept as a substitute, or an alternative, for our present aim the recommendation of the Report of a syncretistic goal as an object of missionary
endeavor. The true interpretationof the life of the
world we hold is in the movement of God toward man;
not in the striving of man toward God. The accent,
therefore, is on revelation; not on discovery. Apostolic
preaching had but one word— Christ. Apostolic preaching linked to that word one overmastering adjective
Christ crucified. We hold steadfastly to the belief that
authentic Christianity has meant, and always will mean,
the Cross. It is laid in the unalterable constitution of
things that those who aspire to act greatly must also
be prepared to suffer. Our faith, deepened by experience, rests in the conviction that Christ is above the
provincialism of life and is the magnetic Center of
racial, economic, moral and religious unity.

—

We

803

self-support of indigenous
churches. Distinct progress has been made in this regard, but we hope that the emphasis of the Report may
prove an accelerating influence.
3.

The emphasis upon

4. The emphasis placed upon concentration as against

diffusion. Our own Board Deputation to India of 1930
in particular has pointed out also the prime necessity of
building up the Christian community.

The emphasis upon the needs of rural communities.
Something has been done in this field, but much remains
sionaries, the Indians in the majority, who administer
5.

’U

our work in India.
to be done in working out the best approach to rural
populations who constitute the great majority.
all

6. The emphasis upon the need of the ablest and most

devoted men and women as missionaries, of the intelligent understanding of the condition of thought and life
in each land and of the spirit of genuine friendship and
community interest. Here also there has been distinct
realization, but we recognize that eternal vigilance is
the price of constancy and effectiveness in this very important regard.

II

Finally, we share with the Commission the deep desire
for the utmost possible

harmony and co-operation of

all

the forces which are working for the advancement of the

Kingdom

of

God

in the

world.

If present organizations

are not the best, we stand ready in a spirit of prayer and

consecration to seek out some better way which shall
enable us more effectively to perform what we consider
to be our central task, the proclamation of Jesus Christ
as the Saviour of the world.

heartily concur in what the Commission has to say

regarding the qualifications most desirable in a missionary, in personality, training

and

attitude, but to us

above all these is the missionary’s personal devotion to
Jesus Christ. We would deplore more than failure in
any of the other qualifications failure here. For this
reason we cannot find ourselves in complete agreement
with the Commission’s appraisal of the missionary personnel. We do not claim that our missionaries, any
more than ourselves, are perfect, but as we know our
missionary force, and we

know them

as individuals inti-

mately, we sincerely believe that, taken as a body, they

would average as high as, if not higher than, any group
of persons engaged in any secular or religious undertaking.

History of the True Reformed Church
There has recently come into the possession of the Committee on History and Research a copy of an interesting
little book, entitled “The History of the True Reformed
Dutch Church in the United States of America.” The
author was Jacob Brinkerhoff,of Brooklyn. This name
does not appear in Corwin’s Manual, and the possibility
is that he was a layman. The book has 138 pages, but
unfortunately the copy in possession of the Committee
has pages 75 to 94 missing, and is in rather bad shape
otherwise. It will need to be rebound if it is necessary
to retain it in the Sage Library collection of Reformed

Church documents.

Having expressed our necessary dissent from the
basis of the Report, we wish cordially to recognize the

many of the particular recommendations as to
method which it contains. These recommendations,

value of

upon the best experience of
the field, yet come to us with freshness and force as
presented by the impartial investigator. We who are

while based in large part

problems need these invigorating influences and hope to profit by them. There are certain
special lines of policy noted with which we would register our agreement and state our purpose to carry
further such progress as has already been made.
Among these may be mentioned:
so close to the

An undenominational approach to the countries of
East. In each field where there are other Missions

1.
the

we are already co-operating in the building up and en-

couragement of union churches.
upon actual transfer of authority as
rapidly as possible to the indigenous Church. This
policy is best illustrated by the Arcot Mission in India,
which has brought about the organization of the Arcot
Assembly, composed of representative Indians and mis2. The insistence

'

•

Perhaps some one has a better copy than this one,
which might be presented to the Sage Library. Possibly the Library already has a copy.) At any rate, the
(

century old controversy spent its force many years ago,
and the book is chiefly interesting now as a record of
an unfortunate and sad episode.

The date of the book is 1873, and it is possible that
somewhere there are copies in the attics or closets of
some of the older membership.

Committee that there are still
treasures unknown in many of the church families,
which should be preserved for the future generations.
It is the belief of the

Only a week or two ago a lady brought to the writer a
Minute Book of one of the churches which two generations ago was merged into another church. 4 Written in
a beautiful copper-plate chirography the story of the
beginnings of a notable church are chronicled, and now
this will be preserved and recorded. Who can doubt
that there are other old records, which should either be
transferred to New Brunswick or else recorded for
reference by those who may hereafter be interested in

them.

i.

.1

i
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Week

of Prayer, 1933

JANUARY

1 to

JANUARY

days.

Nevertheless, there are many neighborhoods where
consecrated groups of people will assemble at the time
appointed and follow the program prepared. No one
can doubt that from these gatherings there will come
the blessing of God, both in the answer to the petitions
and in the indwelling grace that follows such communion. To all who plan to hold a series of meetings
for prayer at the time suggested the circular issued by
the Federal Council will be of great value. This document has in all probability been sent to every pastor for
his personal consideration, and as many more as may be
needed for the congregation may be secured at the rate
of $1.50 per hundred copies. The opening message, addressed “To the Churches of Christ in America,” is a
cogent appeal to the disciples of the Master to devote
the first week of the new year to concerted prayer. It
calls attention to several conditions present in the world,

and among other things

“The bewildermany people during

it avers that

ment which has been visited upon so
these days has not failed to affect the Church of Christ.
The Church would not be true to its noblest traditions
and its highest trust if it were to be insensible of the
mingled moods and deep needs of people today. To be
arrogant and dogmatic is not suitable for a sensitive
church, but to be timid and inconclusive is equally indefensible. The Church of Christ has the true Gospel
without which deliverance cannot come. It must set
itself with new devotion and directness to herald that
Gospel with clear conviction and winsome persuasion.”
Beginning with Sunday, the seven suggested topics
are:

—
January —

”
”
”
”
”
”

1

First Things First.

— The Church’s Treasure in Childhood and Youth.
3 — The Unity of the Faith.
4 —
Facing Our Unfinished Tasks.
5— Marshalling Our Resources.
6— A Witnessing Church.
7 — The
Secret of Prevailing Power
with God and Man.
2

For each subject there are sufficient references to give
material for readings and texts. Then follow several
paragraphs, beginning with a topic of prayer, followed
by suggestions for Praise and Thanksgiving; Penitence
and Confession; Petition and Intercession for ourselves
and for others.

Many

will miss the emphasis placed in other years

upon Home and Foreign Missions, but the stress on personal responsibility in all the topics will care for that
which is not particularly mentioned.
Copies of the program may be purchased in quantities
from the Commission on Evangelism, Federal Council of
Churches of Christ in America, 105 East 22nd Street,

New York

City.

21, 1932

CHRISTIAN
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

7

The topics for the time-honored Week of Prayer were
for many years prepared by the Evangelical Alliance,
but this agency seems to have discontinued its service,
and in its place, at least in the United States, the Federal Council of Churches now issues the list of suggested
topics. It is probable that the custom of holding a
series of meetings for concerted prayer during the first
week of the year is not so widely observed now. Changes
in the mode of life have made it more difficult for many
people to attend church services night after night for
any extended period, and it must be confessed that the
spirit of prayer is not so manifest as it was in former

December

Professor Wm. A.

Weber

New Brunswick Seminary
IV. Learning to Teach Religion

TF

one would learn to teach, one must first understand
JL how pupils learn, for there can be no teaching unless

someone else learns. Educational Psychology has
thrown much light on the learning process. Every
teacher would therefore find it profitable to study this
field of psychology in order to understand the laws that
govern both learning and teaching. Some fortunate individuals are endowed with natural gifts that make them
good teachers. The rest of us must learn the art with
the aid of pedagogical instruction and patient practice.
But every teacher may learn to improve her art if she
will try.

A

church school teacher was watching his class of
boys at play. As he noted the intense interest and zest
which they showed in the game, he wondered why he
could not make the Sunday school lesson exercise the
same pull on the boys’ enthusiasm and response as their

game did.
Two of the laws

ball

of learning would have given him a

clue, the law of readiness and the

law of

effect. Ac-

cording to the former, when the child is physically and
mentally ready to engage in any activity, it is satisfying
to do so, and annoying not to do so. According to the
second law, satisfaction arising from any experience
urges repetition of the experience and makes the learning growing out of the experience more quickly and definitely acquired. When we try to teach lessons for which
the pupils are not yet ready, we work with great difficulty. And when our lessons do not kindle interest and
thereby give satisfaction they too often fall flat. We
may not all be able to teadi as thrillingly as did William
Rainey Harper, first president of the University of
Chicago, who, they say, could teach even Sanskrit like
a series of hair-breadth escapes. But we can overcome
dullness and failure to a measureable degree by practicing the rules of good teaching.

The

first

of these calls for thorough and conscientious

study of the pupils, their needs, abilities, interests, home
and school backgrounds, their ambitions, their weaknesses and failures, in short the whole child. One thus
gains the child’s point of view.
Next, good teaching requires adequate preparation
for each class session. A college professor was known
to devote twenty to twenty-five hours a week in preparation for a Sunday school lesson which he taught to
a group of college students. As a consequence one often
could not find standing room in his class. No teacher
ought to think of trying to teach a lesson without at
least two hours of solid study in preparation.
Good teaching requires constant reading and study

along broader lines than merely next Sunday’s lesson.
Like a dam that impounds a lake of water and gives
force to the stream that flows from it, so much wide

knowledge gives power to the teacher’s stream

of

thought.
Visitation and observation of other good teachers at
work ; teaching under sympathetic supervision of a master teacher, training in teacher training classes are
some other ways by which we may learn to teach. Good
teaching requires a careful lesson plan worked out in
detail as a blue-print to guide the teacher. Much of the
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plan

may have

to be changed in the course of the les-

have served the purpose of giving direcand aim to the lesson that is to be taught. A care-

son, but it will
tion

record kept of each lesson plan, significant questions

ful

and discussion from the class, and the general effect of
the lesson will be invaluable to the teacher for future
guidance.
Last and most important, the teacher must constantly
strive to

grow in grace and in the knowledge of our

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

A stream cannot

higher than its fountain. Moffat’s translation of
teacher, but if
his

_

“A scholar

6:40 is most fitting here.

rise

Luke

above his
he is perfectly trained, he will be like

teacher.”

_

^

is not

include eleven looking forward to the Gospel Ministry
at home, four to Foreign Missionary work, three to Domestic Missionary work, one to other religious work and
seven not yet fully decided. This makes at total of 26
in the class who have religious work in mind, or a little
more than 20%.
Through the splendid religious influences at the college these percentages grow still better as the classes
move on toward the completion of the college course.
Surely any one looking for a college to which to send a
son or daughter will be glad to know of an institution
where the studentry is of this Christian type. Here we
have a wonderful potential force for the Kingdom of
God. It is surely a privilege to work with and for such

young people.
(Rev.) Paul E. Hinkamp, College Pastor.

The Situation at Thian-po
By Rev. W. R. Angus
mHlAN-PO is a village on the motor road between
Changchow and Lam-cheng. It is a place notorious
for its

bandits. Recently Mr. T. K. Law, the preacher

the church there,

came

in

Religious Census.
work as College Pastor, the
of Bible at Hope College holds personal con-

In connection with his
ferences with each

INTERPRETER

me. He

Hope College Freshmen Show Up Well

Professor

THE HOUSE OF THE

in

reported in part
as follows. “The bandits in and about Thian-po are so
active that I am able to do no work outside of the
town itself. It is very discouraging. Little boys twelve
and thirteen years old are carrying guns and robbing
people. Unless we have soldiers in Thian-po, I have to
move my family down to Changchow for safety’s sake.
And when we do have soldiers they have no place to
stay except in our church and in the Catholic Church.
"This time the soldiers came in because the bandits
held up one of the army 'busfcs. The soldiers tried to
surround them but they got away. The new laws which
provide that the individual only, and not his family, is
responsible for his crimes are, of course, more just. But
the old method got better results. In former days the
soldiers went into the bandits’ home village, captured
a dozen people as hostages, and said to the clan elder,
‘You settle this.’ He had to settle it. Now they go into
a village and the bandits run away. Nothing is done to
their families although their wives are well-dressed and
wear lots of jewelry. No wonder the boys want to be
bandits. The bands are getting larger all the time.”
to see

805

member of the Freshman

matters of religious faith and conduct.

class on

One of the

re-

work is an annual religious census of the
class. It has been suggested that this information
would be of interest to the whole Church, and it is
sults of this

given herewith in response to such request. The census

shows that out of a total of 127 students in the class,
95 are church members, or almost exactly 75%. One
took the step of confessing faith in Christ only a few
weeks ago and another hopes to do so soon. Those regularly attending the weekly meetings of the Y. M. and
Y. W. C. A.’s are 83. Quite a few who would like to
do this are prevented from doing so because they travel
home several miles each day after recitations and cannot return in the evening. 122 attend church regularly,
115 attend Sunday school regularly, 80 attend C. E.
meetings regularly. 40 teach classes in Sunday schools,
either as regular teachers or substitutes. 36 are officers
in C. E. societies. 71 read the Bible daily privately, 117
pray daily and all of them attend chapel every school
day. Two belong to the Student Volunteer Band and
10 belong to the Divinity Guild.
Those who plan to devote their lives to religious work

By Rev.

VI. This Do in

TT was

X

S.

Blocker

Remembrance

of

Me

utter unselfishness in our Master to institute a

memorial

and to ask His followers to observe it
faithfully. It was a commandment laid upon them in
love, obedience to which would immeasurably benefit the
celebrant. Jesus had always been completely comrite

mitted to serving the highest interests not only of His
disciples, but of the whole wide world. The supreme
service of laying down His life as a ransom was about
to be rendered and no soul for whom the sacrifice was
made could afford to forget it. To forget it would be
to cut life off from divine energies which cleanse and
renew. It was love and love only and love unspeakable
that urged our keeping in vital remembrance and keeping in saving connection with the Saviour in His re-

deeming work.
The dying Christ is the living Christ who lives forever to do what He died to do. Not to remember Him
would be to forget the only One competent to help. A
man might more wisely divest himself of food, raiment
and shelter than to forego the remembrance of Him

whom

remember means the life of the soul.
Jesus washed the disciples’ feet and they never forgot that. Long years afterwards the apostle John records it, recalling every word and gesture as if it had
happened a moment ago. But when Jesus poured out
His life-blood, He washed their hearts also and in order
that they might never get over it, He instituted the
Memorial Supper to help them to keep His sacrifice in
to

mind.

Somehow a

special solemnity attaches to the Sacra-

ment of the Lord’s Supper. The sight of the Communion table subdues the spirit. We feel as if we are in
the presence of death, a death which we know to be our
life, but life so dearly bought is hushed and awed in the
presence of that which symbolizes its procuring cause.
Rightly apprehended the Communion service calls for
gladness, holy joy, praise and thanksgiving. The believing and appropriating soul experiences all these,
but in an atmosphere of quiet and thoughtful reverence.
The mind dwells in an environment of sacred solemnity
in which all trivialities of thought and disposition are
consumed. No one feels disposed to parade anything
or to advance personal claims or to obtrude self. It is
Christ’s hour. He dominates the service and the hearts
of the worshipers.
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Pastor's Christmas

‘‘GET

Message

By Rev. W. Warren Giles, D.D.
(Readers of the Christian Intelligencer have at
various times read with interest the pastoral letters
*

written to his congregation by Rev. W. Warren Giles,
D.D.,.of the First Church of East Orange, N. J. The Reformed Church may ‘‘thank God and take courage” that
its East Orange pastor is continuing his service, and as
always his messages have no uncertain sound. Here
are some extracts from the Christmas letter sent out
this year. Happy the people which hears and heeds the
message from which these admonitions are taken.)
Cl

UNDAY

will

be Christmas, and a week later

will

witness the rising sun of a new year. Did you ever
know a time when devout souls were awaiting both more

eagerly? For twelve months we have hammered our
way through vicissitudes the like of which were undreamed in 1929. For one solid year we have fought a
fight so desperate that to emerge with a full stomach,

a covered back and a decent shelter

tory. Can you

recall anything like

is

accounted a

vic-

it? Not only have

we struggled with economic problems, tormentingly insoluble, but on November eighth we witnessed a com-

frighten our belated prosperity into ill-timed retreat.
Are we hoping in vain? If so, in this crisis to whom
shall we turn for the word that will calm our fears, and
the message which will direct our efforts ? There is but
one answer: our Lord Jesus Christ speaking through
His Word, interpreted by His Church, made accessible
through His Sacraments.
Do you wonder that we acclaim the day which saw
His advent as “CHR/ST”-mas? Do you wonder that a
wearied world adores the very stable through whose
doorway He came as well as the Cross by which He departed? Do you? In this crisis when everything depends upon courage and co-operation, let us turn with
all our hearts to the Church, and in its precious fellowships find that unwearied patience which will meet- every
situation. Do! without fail.

# * * *

Let us pray that, contrary to

may be wise

#

all precedent, Congress

in devising sane curtailments and resisting

unnecessary outlays, ever remembering that no tax on
beer or kindred commodities will solve the problem.
We simply cannot drink ourselves out of debt. Such a
hope is too silly to cherish even as an illusion.
Nor will our deficits be cancelled by the restoration
of any soul-destroyingtraffic, or the projection of costly,
unproductive properties. Everybody knows it except
the average politician in legislative garb. Is it too much
to hope that he

may

see it?

one way: cease spending what we have
not, and rigidly deny ourselves the luxury of another
war. And by the grace of God, we will.
At this hour there are in this nation millions of sane,
devout souls, who are determined that God’s will shall
be done. The fact that we could achieve a complete
change of government, between sunrise and sunset, without a shot being fired or a semblance of revolution preThere

is but

cipitated, is proof of their spiritual integrity.

They are

our hope.
Our task is to suppress all partisan prejudice and
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TOGETHER.” We must

fed the hungry, clothe
the naked, house the homeless, and support the Government in every righteous endeavor to bring bread to the
eater^and work to the idler.

upon the conditions that are regrettable or murmur about a corruption that is stenchful. We all know what is bad, and why. But we also
know that, in God our Father and Christ Jesus our
Saviour, we have omnipotence pledged to our recovery.
It is no time to dwell

Recognizing that our sickness is spiritual rather than
economic, we will realize that the cure for the Manhattan disgrace, the Manchurian mess, and the neighboring
ballot-box scandal, is not to be found in more drastic
legislation but in genuine regeneration: the kind that
that man experiences, who, in faith believing, surrenders his soul to Christ and receives the Blessed Sacrament in token of that surrender. RELIGION ALONE
CAN SAVE US, AND IT WILL.
As you gather about your fireside and exchange those
greetings and gifts, which are the symbols of an abiding
love, remember those who will spend the day staring
into the fire, because the faces they loved are gone.

Pray for them.

A Queen's Christmas Message

plete overturn in our Government, an overturn involving

the presidency, both houses of Congress, the judiciary,
state legislatures,to say nothing of local offices. Could
you have imagined it ?
At this hour while awaiting with trepidation the policies of the party which will rule our nation for the next
four years, we scan the horizons like ship-wrecked mariners, hoping against hope that, in the good providence
of God, we will escape those blunders, which would

December

(Through the kindness of Rev. John Y. Broek,
pastor of Trinity Church, Plainfield, N. J„ we are

D.D.,
privi-

leged to give the radio Christmas message read by

Queen Wilhelmina, of the Netherlands, to her subjects
last year. In its content it is a straightforward statement of Christian faith and love, speaking the same
words that would come from every believing heart. But
coming from the Queen of a great nation, burdened with
the rule of a far flung line of populous colonies as well
as with the guidance of a home nation which maintained
its neutrality through the World War and has always
been in the forefront of liberty, the message has great
encouragement to the sincere Christian. We are indebted to Dr. Broek for the translation.)

17VDR me

1/

it is

at this very

a cause for thanksgiving to

moment am united with you

know

that

I

through
the Radio, and through it am able to address so many
of my countrymen. I see in the contact of one another
through the Radio a higher bond, laid by God Himself,
which includes all His creatures. While I shall read to
you my Christmas greetings, I do it in the living consciousness of that unity, and think of all mankind with
a prayer of blessing coming from my heart.
There is undoubtedly for many a great antithesis beall

tween the shadow which the unfavorablenessof the
times casts upon the people and their circumstances,
and the great joy of the Christmas festival. There is
much which discourages, which defrauds us from the
joy of living, and stronger than ever is the conviction
that we cannot rise above it in our own strength.
It is very fortunate that the Christmas festival brings
us more joyous messages. For Christmas is inseparably
connected with our strife and all our suffering. It is the
fulfilling of all that we are deprived of. It removes in
us the essential point of our cares and troubles to Him
who speaks to us of redemption and comfort. It brings
over the stress of those cares and troubles to His love.
It comes with something new, with higher strength. It
awakens in us that divine strength. It teaches us to
bear that which it is impossible to bear without that
divine strength.

Over the world, bowed down in anxious care, descends
the Holy Night. The love of God meets us, -lightening
the way, and God gives His magnificent gift. Emmanuel descends to our deepest need. ‘‘The light shineth
in the darkness and the darkness comprehended it not."
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The love of Christ streams through the shadows of time

by.

appear stronger than the darkness.
We sing “Silent Night, Holy Night.” That love will
give us inner peace and where it conquers, unrest, which
has robbed many of inward peace, fades away. It carries us to the home of the soul, where everything is in
harmony with the best and the deep things of our being.
It teaches us to pray, so to pray that God can hear us,
to yield our own wishes and desires to the higher will
of God, to make His will, our will, and thus to know the
purposes of the Father heart of God. It prepares us to
work for that plan that God’s love has appointed for
each one of us personally, and that notwithstanding all
the storms and trials which may be our portion in this
world, confidently can we meet His completion, for which
purpose Emmanuel assumed our nature.
He shares His life with us. Like in the spring of the
plant world by her awakening, in endless varieties, to
behold this wonder of the opening of the one and same
life, so is bequeathed to each, the life received from
Christ, in accordance to one’s own character in the
magnificent abundance and freedom which this life of
Christ gives to us. This renews in us the strength to
go to our tasks with joy. What a foundation, what a
certainty comes into our being as we walk by the light
which streams from His life!
Our times ask much courage, much spiritual strength,
much faith. Christmas calls to each one in sincerity.
Dare to live with Emmanuel, God with us. Trust in His
love, in prayer and in personal communion. Thus does
the dark night become the Christmas night of light, and
each cross, hidden or seen, is overcome in His glory.
gone

It will

Death of Dr. John C. Van Dyke
The morning press of Tuesday, December 6th, conveyed the sad intelligence that Dr. John C. Van Dyke,
librarian of the Gardner Sage Library of New Brunswick Seminary for over a half century, had died in St.

Luke’s Hospital, New York City, on the previous day.
He had entered the hospital two weeks previously and
underwent an emergency operation. From the account
in the New York Times it is learned that he was born
on April 21, 1856. His early education was obtained
privately, and he continued his studies at Columbia and
in Europe. At 22 he was appointed Librarian of the
Seminary, a year after he had qualified for the bar of
New Jersey. He never practiced law. In 1889 he was
appointed to the faculty of Rutgers College. It comes
as a shock to everyone that the strong, active, dignified
figure, so familiar to successive generations of students,
fitting so perfectly into the picture of academic poise,
is to be seen no more. Fifty-four years of constant relationship with the

Seminary! Forty years and more

College! Yet mere length of service is only a part of the picture. There rises to the
mind of the long list of students who for over a half
century entered Sage Library the marble statue in the
center of the room, and almost hidden behind its base
the modest desk with its personalia upon it, and at it
Dr. Van Dyke, the presiding genius of the place. Here
is his own story of the beginning of this wonderful serof instruction in the

vice: “It was just at this time that I first entered the
Sage Library. The librarian, Mr. Quick, had fallen ill
and I was asked by Colonel Sage and the Standing Committee of the Seminary to take charge of the' library
temporarily. To be exact, that was May 20, 1878. Dr.

Samuel Woodbridge brought me over to the library,
gave me the keys, and left me standing with my mouth
open, surrounded by 30,000 books. My tenure of office
in the library became permanent and has lasted a life

807

time.

I still stand in the

mouth

is still at

main reading room and

my

times ajar, because not only has the

library building been doubled but so also have the books.

A

now looks down on me.
“The class of 1878 was just leaving the Seminary
when I entered the library. I had a chance to shake
far grander library

hands with A. V. V. Raymond and

J. Preston Searle as

thinking at the time that I should know
Raymond so well and be so closely associated with
Searle for so many years. The students departed, the
Seminary closed for the summer, and I was left alone
with my 30,000 books.”
Others, more competent, will write later of Dr. Van
Dyke’s accomplishments in art and criticism. Room
must be found here for the tribute in the New York
Times, written probably by John Finley, for it is a
scholar’s recognition of the work of a peer in the world
of letters and art:
As an art critic, John C. Van Dyke wrote in his famous book on “Rembrandt and His School”: “Contrary
to accepted opinion, I venture to think that a great porthey

left, little

trait painter is the rarest

and

in

many

respects the most

exalted of artists.” He himself is likely to be remembered as long as the work of some of them because of
his association with them.
Yet he was also a lover of Nature and one of her
faithful devotees to the end of his days. Among his
score and more of books on art, there is one, written
forty years ago and dedicated to the late Laurence Hutton, on "Art for Art’s Sake.” But a few years later he
wrote one that bore the title “Nature for Its Own Sake,”
and there are almost as many volumes that quit the museums, the galleries, the classrooms and lecture halls for
the out-of-doors in one part of the world or another.
He began early in this century with the desert in the
West which had "gone a-begging for a word of praise.”
Never having had a “sacred poet,” it found in him, as
he said, “a lover.” Then the “opal sea,” beginning with
the waters of the Adriatic along the Dalmatian coast
but opening into the oceans that are all one
:

The distant seas where once rode golden galleons, the still waters of tropic reefs where
polyps rear castles of coral, the encircling
waves of lone islands where seals lurk and sea
birds clamor are merely parts of the great
whole.

The mountains, defiant of representationby the artist,
gave themselves into his records. Best of all were the

meadows that stretched away from

windows in the
and taught and wrote
his

Raritan Valley, where he lived
for many years. There are other books of earth-wandering — in Java, Egypt and, last of all, the West Indies,
with the “sapphire splendor of the Caribbean,” for
which he confessed a strong preference over the blue of
the Mediterranean, the green of the Baltic, the dancing
light of the Bering Sea or the flat face of the great
South Sea.
Mr. Van Dyke paid his highest homage to Nature in
asking how the nations shall be rebuilded, the lost faith
and hope renewed, the race live again “save through the
Great Mother whom we have forsaken.”
Up from the gasoline and dust of the city,
the screech of the motor and engine, the bustle
and roar of human endeavor, the shuffle of feet,

the clatter of life! Up to the glow of the
Painted Desert, the shadow of the Tusayan
Forest, the color of the Grand Canyon — the
open spaces where Nature still reigns supreme
and man is merely a fretful midge quite unable
to disturb her majestic repose!
So the art critic was lost in the lover of Nature.
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could have done. It is a pity that the leaders of such
movements are so blind to the effects and futility of
the methods which they use.

* * # *

American people

#

have to learn the lesson,— bitter
as it may be for some,— that they cannot rely during a
period of adversity on governmental aid. The government has no money for such purposes. Taxes might be
With Which

is Incorporated The Mission Field

ESTABLISHED

levied to produce
of people to

1830

it,

will

but taxes are now beyond the

pay. Where

is the fine old

ability

American

sense

of self-reliance? Whence comes this philosophy of

many that the world simply owes them a liv? What has become of that fine sense of honor that

held by so
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own hurt and changeth

not?”

a nation of weaklings that a large body

us?

Pov-

erty is no disgrace, of course,— and everybody knows
there is enough of it. Many are out of work through
no fault of their own. Those of us who have anything
left must share our little that is left with those who
have not. The nation is doing this. But it will be a
serious calamity if we pauperize any considerable portion of our population. We must not break down that
divine sense of individual worth. Those who need aid
for a brief period must be permitted to emerge from
this crisis with their self-respect unsullied and their
courage unabated. The individual and his attitudes
toward life are of infinitely more value than the little
money that we may sacrifice to give. We must save the
soul of America,— in the religious sense, of course, but
in an infinitely wider sense. We must preserve that indomitable spirit of unconquerable confidence in the high
destiny of the individual. This was one of the emphases
of Jesus. He was highly interested in persons. He
came, He said, in order that they might have life and
have an abundance of it.

*****

One wonders why there should be hunger in America
when nature has been so bountiful in bestowing her
blessings as she has been this year. If there is starva-

of #teto

By "Studens”

tion stalking through the land, as some claim, it is not

THAT “HUNGER-MARCH”
A S an example of how-not-to-do-things it
awarded the palm.

its

of us is willing to be parasites on the rest of

Algonquin 4-2161

THE PUBLICATION COUNCIL

Vol. CIII. No.

life

should be

how people
with ordinary common sense can be carried away with
It is difficult to

see

the idea that an exhibition of physical force in defiance
of social custom and in a society as difficult to move as
a democracy is the one great way of accomplishing its
end. The utter futility of such programs has never
been so thoroughly demonstrated as this last year by
the so-called “Bonus Expeditionary Force” and now by
the so-called “Hunger-March” that has only lately
moved so ignominiously out of the national Capitol.
The former was not led primarily by genuine ex-service
men and the latter was not even hungry. The net result of both, however, is to set back the cause which
each represented. The veterans are further away than
ever from the immediate cash payment of the adjusted
compensation certificates because of the fiasco at Washington last summer. If the President’s recommendation
is followed by Congress, they will be worse off next year

by approximately $125,000,000 than they were

this

year. It would also appear almost certain that the
demonstration recently staged in Washington ostensibly
in behalf of the unemployed, the “Demands” for immediate payment of $50 from the Federal Treasury to
every unemployed person, etc., have done more to prejudice the minds of the nation against the objective for
which the hunger-marchers paraded than anything they

because of a lack of food. Is it not because so many of
us have to purchase our food instead of producing it?
Having no money for the purchase of it we have to do
without. On the other hand, there is a plenty of land
not in use that might be made to produce food. This
column suggested last week that there is enough unproductive real estate in the suburbs of Chicago and New
York to absorb all the energy of their unemployed,— if
these could be put to work on it, — and to provide sufficient food to feed them. Let us go a bit further than
that now and posit the theory that there is enough
abandoned land in the New England and Eastern States
to support the idle and unemployed of that region.
There is a good living awaiting those who are willing to
get back to the soil.

*****

Our

industrial organization has been assiduously
drawing the population away from our rural regions for

a period of years. The highly

industrialized city of

Schenectady, N. Y., e.g., is responsible for the abandoning of literally hundreds of excellent farms in a region
west and south and north of that city. If one were to
take a ride through Schoharie County, New York, he
would discover these farms by the scores. It almost
makes one heartsick to drive over these roads and note
them one after the other. Forty years ago they were
populated by a wholesome, happy, thrifty and fairly
prosperous people. Today the lawns are grown fence(

Continued on page 810)
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Armistice Day at New Hyde Park.— At the Armistice
Day exercises in New Hyde Park, Long Island, N. Y., in
connection with which the new municipal building was
dedicated, Rev. Oscar Maddaus, of the Manhasset
Church, delivered a very interesting address, and Rev.

David C. Weidner, of

New Hyde Park

Church, pro-

each session. . .

.

The Form for Inducting New

Teachers, adopted by General Synod last June, has been
used for the first time, making a deep impression. . .
The pastor is giving five discourses, mid-week and Sunday, during Advent, cn ..the Benediction in Romans
.

15:13.

nounced the benediction.

Communion at

Banquet at Readington.— The first Mother and
Daughter Banquet of the Readington, N. J., Church was
held on the night of Friday, November 4th. It was
served entirely by the men of the church, in the church
parlor, with about eighty mothers and daughters in at-

Among

those present were three families
that had representatives of three generations present.
Mrs. David R. Evans gave a very interesting address
about her trip to Kentucky, and two other speakers, Dr.
E. Klieber and Miss Agnes Erskine, gave interesting and
instructive addresses on missionary work. Other features of the evening were the singing of old time songs
by those present and two solos given by Mrs. James
Staats. Everyone greatly enjoyed the evening, and a
general good feeling seems to prevail in the community
and the church, which has recently passed its 213th year
tendance.

The largest Communion
Service in the present pastorate of eight years was held
in the Harlingen, N. J., Church on Sunday, September
4. It was a solemn occasion, but happy, at the same
Harlingen. —

time, for the pastor, Rev. Preston F. Strauss, welcomed
sixteen

members on confession of faith.

It

may be dark

outside, but there is sunshine at Harlingen.

North Newark Church Dinner.— One

of the most en-

h Pastor Convalescing.— Information has

joyable events in the calendar of the North Church,
Newark, N. J., is the annual congregational dinner which
was held recently. Nearly two hundred people sat down
to an excellent meal, served by a caterer. The room was
tastefully decorated. The pastor of the church, Rev. T.
Porter Drumm, D.D., presided, introducing the speakers,
Rev. Dr. Archie Bell and Rev. Dr. John McSporran.
Group singing was led by Mr. Gordon Crisp, assisted by
Mr. Fithian at the piano. The quartet of the church
choir sang several selections, accompanied by Mr.
Charles M. Hobbs, Jr., organist and choir master.

been received that Rev. J. Frederic Berg, D.D., pastor of

Two Centuries at Montgomery.— The Brick Church

of service.

F

a t

1

b u

s

the Flatbush Church, of Brooklyn, N. Y., is recovering

of

from his recent illness, and is expecting to resume his
pulpit ministry about the New Year.

celebrated the two hundredth anniversary of its organization on Sunday morning and evening, October 23rd,
and on Monday evening, October 24th. The occasion
aroused considerable interest, not only locally, but in the
neighboring towns and cities. At each service the
spacious auditorium was filled. President W. H. S.
Demarest, D.D., of New Brunswick Seminary, delivered
the anniversary address on Sunday morning. This was
greatly appreciated. A very happy feature of the occasion was the presence of many whose friendship with
Dr. Demarest began many years ago, when he was pastor of the neighboring church at Walden, and has continued through the years. In the evening, Mr. Dunning
read a historical paper, narrating some of the many

Candle Lighting at Fultonville.— Thursday, November 17, was the date of the Fultonville, N. Y., Missionary
Society’s observance of the Jubilee Anniversary of the
Women’s Board of Domestic Missions, and it will long
be remembered. About 150 people gathered in the
church auditorium and listened to Rev. J. Denton
Simms, of Dulce, New Mexico, tell his heart-gripping
story of his work among the Indians. Mrs. A. V. Putnam, chairman of the Missionary Society, presided.
Mrs. W. H. Smith led the devotions, being assisted by
ministers from neighboring Reformed churches. At the

of the meeting adjournment was made to the
church parlors for refreshments and a social time. A
close

candled cake, symbolical of the date being celebrated, was lighted by the ministers present, — Rev. J.
Denton Simms, of Dulce, N. M. ; Rev. Fred Simmons, of
Glen; Rev. Putnam Cady, D.D., of Fonda; Rev. H. Burgfifty

graaff, of Glen ; Rev. E. L. Swartout, of Johnstown ;

Rev.

W. H. Smith,

of the local

and

church. As each minis-

forward and helped to light the candles he
addressed appropriate remarks to the interested spectators. It was a happy, inspiring occasion, and all went
away feeling that it was a good thing to assemble and
hear of the work done by the Boards through their
zealous missionary agents.
ter stepped

Newtown Church Improvements— During the fall at
the Old Newtown Church, Elmhurst, Long Island, N. Y.,
Rev. Edward Niles, D.D., pastor, the grounds about the
building have been regraded, all fallen gravestones repaired, the entire property refenced, the porches

and

the buildings made over, the chapel interior
renovated, and the Bible school attendance has increased
pillars of

Montgomery, N.

traditions

and

Y., Rev.

Harry

incidents that

S. Dunning, pastor,

make an unusually inter-

esting record of the church’s life. On Monday evening
Rev. Charles K. Clearwater, of Newburgh, brought the
greetings of the Classis of Orange in a felicitous address. Seven other pastors of nearby churches made
brief congratulatory addresses. A letter was read from
Rev. Edward Dawson, D.D., of Passaic, N. J., conveying
greetings in behalf of the General Synod as well as his
own personal good wishes. It was a matter of regret
that neither of the two living former pastors of the
Church, Rev. J. Frederic Berg, D.D., and Rev. Peter
Crispell, were able to be present. A social hour fol-

lowed the Monday evening services, and brought the
celebration to a close.

Rev. J. D. Simms Has Pneumonia.— From the Church
News of the Harlem, N. Y., Church, it is learned that
Rev. J. Denton Simms, of the Mission at Dulce, New
Mexico, was stricken with pneumonia on his way back
to his field. Happily, he is improving, and as soon as
possible he will return to Dulce. Mrs. Simms is with
him in Denver, Colorado.
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of

high with weeds, the untrimmed shrubbery around the
houses hide the rapid decay of what was formerly the
homes of happy families, great barns are rotting on
their foundations and uncultivated fields are reverting
to the state of nature. The rapid development of the
“G. E. Works” at Schenectady with the lure of weekly
payments of wages and ready money took away the
otherwise unattached younger members of the family
while the parents stayed to do the best they could, without adequate help, on the ancestral acres. Sometimes

they stayed until they answered life’s final summons.
Sometimes, discouraged with the futility of the unequal
struggle, they left to go to live with the younger folks
"in town,” to be cooped up in small houses on relatively
smaller lots, with all the discomforts, annoyances and
temptations of the city, and with none of the freedom
possibility of personal initiative which

were

their

portion in the rural habitation. In too many instances
their souls have narrowed with the cramped environment in which they have lived. The wholesomeness and
finer things in the texture of life have been crushed out
by the confinement of their narrow stall. On the other
hand, they have been a positive influence in the life of
the city and the city church, that leaven of righteousness that has witnessed constantly for God.

# * # #

#

Let it be repeated that there is a comfortable living
waiting the person who is willing to pioneer. He will
not indeed have to clear away virgin forests before he
can plant his first crops as his ancestors did before him.
He will have to study soil chemistry, rotation of crops,
etc., in order to restore the fertility of a soil that has
lain so long fallow. But if he is willing to work, ready
to put in the ambition, energy, and brain effort that he
would use in any other profession, he need never fear
that there will be no food in the family larder, he will
always have a job and he will always be a little nearer
to God. He will be where he can see the stars without
being blinded by the electric lights. He will be an
assistant in nature’s great laboratory. He will be in
league with the creative forces of the universe. It is a
cause for rejoicing that the figures seem to show a reversal of population trends, away from the urban now

toward the
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the Reformed Church were his fellow students: W. R.
Ackert, J. Frederic Berg, Garrett M. Conover, Charles
E. Corwin, Frederick K. Shield and John A. Thurston.

View

(Continued from page 808)

and
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rural.

Death of Rev. Chalmers P. Dyke
Rev. Chalmers Peter Dyke, who was pastor of

the

Hamilton Grange Church, in New York City, from 1904
to 1908, died at his home in Steubenville, Ohio, on November 7th. From a notice in the Rutgers Alumni
Monthly it is learned that after leaving New York he
became chaplain at Fort Stanton, New Mexico, in the
U. S. Marine Hospital Service. In 1911 he was dismissed
to the Congregational Church, but there is no record
available at present denoting his appointments in that
denomination. The Alumni Monthly proceeds: "Later
he engaged in business. For several years he had been
in declining health and living in retirement in Steubenville. He was married in 1895 to Miss Helen Woodbridge, daughter of Rev. John Woodbridge, D.D., of New
Brunswick. He is survived by his wife and two sons.”
Mr. Dyke was born at Dakkum, Netherlands, December 25, i869. He graduated in the class of 1892, Rutgers, and from New Brunswick Seminary in 1895. He
had three charges in the Reformed Church, — Germantown, N. Y., 1895-1900; Herkimer, N. Y., 1900-1904;
and Hamilton Grange, 1904-1908.
In his class in the Seminary the following pastors of

Ten Points for the Local Church
(This

is the Sixth Article in the

“Ten

Point’’ Series.)

NO. 7. PARISH SURVEY AND GOALS
By Rev. Albert Nelson Doak, Coxsackie, N.
Dear

Y.

Al:

When we were room-mates

in college I did not realize

that some of our interests in later life would be closely
related. In those days I was taking my “Pre-Med."
course while you were wading through the classics in
preparation for what you called “A Triumphant Ministry.” Here we are a few years later. You are a village
parson. I am a city doctor. A thousand miles separates
my city and your village, and our professions seem poles
apart. Yet, I wonder? Perhaps some of our interests

may

be identical.

You see I have been elected to the Consistory of the
B
Church of Metro. I was surprised that such
an office was offered to me because the church has oc-

-

cupied my attention for a comparatively short time. Of
course you know Jane has been interested in religious
work all her life. After our marriage she persuaded me
to attend church services and recently I joined the
B—
Church. Lately Dick and Mary have asked me
some childish but important questions about my religious life and I am glad for their sake that their dad finds
time for the Church and the Church school. At any
rate I have been installed as a member of the Consistory
and since we are such good friends, I thought you were
the logical person to whom I could bring some of our
annoying parish difficulties.I want to mention a few
of our problems very frankly and suggest the remedies
which come to my mind. Perhaps at some later date
you can give me your honest reactions to my statements.
Take the Consistory of which I am a member. All the
members are good fellows; honest laborers, successful
business men and responsible leaders in the community.
The minister should expect the support of these men
but they fail him often. If he suggests a progressive
measure they taboo it. In church affairs they lack the
dash that is evident in the conduct of their business
endeavors. They are afraid to venture into the depths
of spirituah living. Their church is the appendix to the
real book of life, only to be referred to in time of emergency. Many of them are saintly stubborn and cautiously courageous. It may be my comparative youth that
accounts for this, but I can’t help feeling that it is true.
If the Consistory was a Board of Directors of a corporation each member would show more interest or he would
lose his place of leadership. It might be a good thing
if some of these men were given a quiet leave of absence.
Then there is the Sunday school. I teach in it. I see
many flaws in the leadership and methods of study. The
leaders of our Sunday school are not willing to spend
the time in study and preparation which is necessary
to make any organization a success. Such a condition
leads to careless methods and the breakdown of the
morale of the organization. Is it any wonder that our
children do not take Sunday school seriously when they
compare our slip-shod practices with those of a well
equipped and well trained public school system? No
lasting achievement is attained without great sacrifice.
I notice Jane spends a couple of hours each week with
the children trying to give them a deeper religious background. I suppose she is one of the few who do that.
As I see it, the largest responsibility for the failure of

—
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of our church schools is the absence of strong,

devoted leadership on the part of the Church and the
abandonment of cooperation between the Church and
the home. I recall a book which both of us read in our
college days. In it a woman, who had resisted all efforts to reform her from her vicious ways of life, said
reproachfully to those who wanted to help her, “Why
didn’t ye catch me when I was a kid?" The Church of
tomorrow depends on the “kids” of today. Don’t for-

THE PULPIT
A

Growing Necessity in Contemporary Life,
was the subject of an address by Dr. William
Chalmers Covert, General Secretary of the Board
of Christian Education, at the opening of Princeton Seminary.

get that.

And now comes the most

interesting and, probably,

the most direct part of this unofficial layman’s

letter,

—

you know our parson. Minishave a way of knowing each other. At any rate

the minister. I suppose
ters

Rev. J. X. Y. is a congenial, good-hearted fellow. No
one doubts his ability. Some question his desire to
develop dormant talents. His sermons are tactful but
unfinished; they reveal vague preparation, and often
enthusiasm is substituted for wisdom. Many of his
habits are careless and unnecessary. Of course Rev. J.
X. Y. complains that he does not have time to do all his
work. Many in his congregation do not agree with him.
I, for one, honestly believe that my working day is much
longer than his, and yet I have time for recreation.
Don’t you think that the members of a congregation
have a right to expect the best their minister can give
them in all his work, but especially in his sermons?
(Pardon me for being so blunt.) If the Gospel is worth
preaching, it should be presented attractively. We all
know it takes time to make anything attractive. In my
experience with other clergymen I have noticed that
most ministers who are strong leaders in their pulpits
are strong leaders outside of the pulpit.
By this time you have guessed my purpose. I have
exposed to one of my closest friends the shortcomings
of an organization in which we are both interested. Of
course there are numerous other puzzling situations,
but I can't enumerate

them now. This

to know, are not the facts of this case

mon to

all

churches? If

what

is

more or

this is true, can’t

I want

com-

less

we be

a

mutual help to each other? As an immediate contribution (if you will call it that) I would like to suggest
the following goals which each parish could use to serve
“as objectives of effort and incentives to progress.”
1.— Let each parish, by one means or another, inspire
its Consistory to demonstrate a more gracious unselfishness and assume a wider responsibility for the welfare

Church.

of the

2.— Provide for a reconsecration of our

leaders

and teachers that

endless mines of

will lead

Church school

them to

realize the

human wealth they have at

their dis-

posal and create the desire on their part to train these

human resources into large Christian
3.— Induce a deeper personal
rificial

spirit

(

especially our

sac-

young
the

Christian Church.

There are patients waiting for me in the

office,

so

have to leave you. Jane and the children send their
best wishes to your family. I will be glad to hear from
you at any time, but especially when you have something to say about the Christian Church.
Sincerely yours,
Jim.

But Thou, When Thou Prayest, enter into thy closet,
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret ; and thy Father which seeth in secret

reward thee openly. For your Father knoweth

6:6, 8.

him.

off the

stage.

A CONTRIBUTION FROM EVERY

CHURCH

THIS YEAR FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

BOARD OF EDUCATION,
25 East 22nd

Street

Women's
Albany. —

R. C. A.

New York,

N. Y.

Missionary Conferences

The 39th Annual

Conference

of the
Women’s Missionary Union of the Classis of Albany was
held in the church at Delmar, N. Y., on Thursday, October 20th. About one hundred and forty-five people
were present, and the reports were very encouraging.
Mrs. Henry Vruwink conducted the devotional exercises, using the Golden Anniversary program prepared
by Mrs. Dykstra. Mrs. F. Sherman greeted the ladies,
and the President of the Union, Mrs. F. Mueller, responded. The audience regretted Dr. Sarah Hosman’s
sudden illness, as everyone was looking forward to her
message from Arabia.
Miss Elizabeth Conklin told of the work in Chittoor,
India. Miss Helen Brickman gave the message from
the Domestic Board, and told about the needs. The
morning closed with prayer by Mrs. M. Stephen James,
the wife of the new pastor of the First Church of
Albany.

A basket luncheon and

was enjoyed, and
the session was resumed. Mrs. Mueller
social hour

following this
continued the use of the Golden Anniversary program.
Miss 0. H. Lawrence spoke of the work and needs of the
Foreign Board, Miss Sue Weddell spoke on Youth and
Missions. Rev. J. Denton Simms gave an interesting
and appealing message from Duke. In the absence of
Rev. F. Ihrman the benediction was pronounced by Rev.
J. Denton Simms, closing an interesting and inspiring
Conference.

The eighteenth annual Conference of the
Women’s Missionary Union of the Classis of the Palisades was held on Thursday, October 27th, at Trinity
Palisades. —

Church, West
I

will

what things ye have need of, before ye ask

on the point of being bowed

(Miss) Florence Seaman, Secretary.

men) which will lead to enlarged usefulness in

shall

is not

living.

development of the

among our ministers

THE PROPHET

— Matt.

New York,

At the afternoon

N. J.

session Mrs.

James E. Graham

brought the greetings of the Women’s Board of Domestic
Missions, and Miss Olivia H. Lawrence the greetings of
the Woman’s Board of Foreign Missions. At the Roll
Call each Auxiliary of the Classis presented a fine report,
and the Treasurer’s report showed larger receipts than
the previous year.
During the evening session the speakers were Mrs.
Garrett De Jong, of the Arabian Mission, and Rev. J.
Denton Simms, of Duke, New Mexico. Both speakers
gave stirring messages, and the audience left the Conference with the determination to try to do better work
during the coming year.

Ada

L.

Williams, Secretary.
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Sermons

the somewhat repellant title of the latest volume of sermons, issued about the first of this month.
The explanation, however, tends to remove the opposi-

Such

December

twenty-five sermons in this

Of the writers of the included sermons, one is a pastor
of a Federated Church, two are college officials, one is
assumed to be pastor of a Community Church, and there
is one sermon from each of the following denominations
United Presbyterian, A. M. E. Zion, Lutheran, Methodist
South, Presbyterian of England, Methodist of England,
and Presbyterian of Canada. Five are Baptists, three
are Episcopal, four are Congregational and two are Reformed Church in America. The majority of the authors
:

are young men,— a most hopeful sign. The sermons
are all short, another hopeful sign. The winner of the
prize is Rev. Herman F. Reissig, pastor of the King’s
Highway Congregational Church of Brooklyn, N. Y.,
born in 1899, a Lutheran by training, who, after serving
a Congregational Church in Bridgeport, Conn., for five
years came to his present charge in 1930. This King’s
Highway locality seems to be a favorite pasturage for
good preachers. It will be remembered that Dr. Peale.
of the Marble Collegiate Church, came from that thoroughfare, and without any apology it may be stated that
the Reformed Church has an ancient landmark there
also, wherein our own Charles W. Roeder, as pastor of
the old Flatlands Church, proclaims the gospel with
no uncertain sound year after year. Mr. Reissig’s sermon is entitled “What Does it Mean to Believe in God?”
And it is a good sermon, straight, clean cut and with a
personal application.
article

the fact that two of the sermons out of the
twenty-five are written by ministers in the Reformed
Church. One is Dr. Malcolm James MacLeod, D.D., of
the Collegiate Church of St. Nicholas, and the other by
Rev. Arthur F. Mabon, D.D., of the Hamilton Grange
Church, both in the borough of Manhattan, New York
City. Dr. MacLeod’s topic is “The Common People
Heard Him Gladly,” and Dr. Mabon’s "The Great Voice
for Today.” Both compare favorably with the others
in all the particulars specified by the editors, and, all
in all, “the little old Church” should feel that on the
average its sermons are as good as any.
lies in

Every minister and a great many other people should
read this volume. The sermons are up to the minute.
There are no dull, dried "efforts,” but rather they are
contemporaneous with the present year. Like a certain
advertised brand of coffee, they are “dated,” and while

CAN ONLY GET

BREAD AND BUTTER”

volume

represent types of the most constructive preaching being done at the present day. The editors offered a prize
for the sermon which in their estimation was preeminent in exegesis, spiritual insight, evangelical emphasis, homiletical technique, relevance to modem life,
and style. Although only one sermon could win the
award, there were many others in the wealth of material
submitted which were so excellent that the editors found
choice difficult, and these form the remaining essays in
the book.”
The editors were Rev. Edwin A. McAlpin, D.D., chairman, and Rev. C. Wallace Petty, D.D., Rev. Hugh T.
Kerr, D.D., and Rev. J. Newton Davies, S.T.D. Announcement was made in the religious press, giving the
rules of the contest, and as a result 692 sermons were
received. “They came from every state in the union except from North Dakota and Louisiana. Others arrived
from Canada, England, Bolivia and Korea. Twentyeight different denominations were represented by the
authors.”

The special interest for the readers of this

"IF I

— because of an acute kidney
trouble and a bad heart.”
“Left

%

“Hope to get something to do when

1

can puli myself together.”

“Our savings were swept away in

a

bank failure.”
“Sixty-six years old, and have
preached thirty-seven years in our
dear Church.”

Jfltmsitersr Jfunti
of the Reformed Church in America

25 EAST 22nd STREET,

NEW YORK

they may not become stale as quickly as the morning
cup they will be better by being digested soon. No finer
book could be presented to a friend at Christmas than
this. And yet, such is the prejudice against books of
sermons that the editors feel constrained to state, “The
Editors have not undertaken this task for the purpose of
making money. They are giving the prize and hope
their royalties may pay expenses. There is little or no
reason to expect anything more.” It is hoped that their
fears will not be realized.
(Prize Sermons; Twenty-five Contributors.The Macmillan Company.

$2.)

Hope College News
The chapel services for the past week were in charge
of members of the faculty, Profs. VanderBorgh and De
Graaf of the College High School on Monday and Tuesday, President Wichers on Wednesday, Dr. E. D. Dimnent on Thursday and Prof. M. Hinga on Friday. Several musical numbers added to the beauty of these services. Prof. Snow, the organist, played at student request the “Largo” from Handel on the large chapel
organ. His work on this organ and with the chapel
choir is of a very high order. On Friday morning the
choir under his leadership sang “List to the Lark," with
the solo by Miss Jean Herman.

The

regular meeting of the combined College and
High School Faculties was held on Friday afternoon,
December 2nd. The grades of students who are not doing good work were discussed. A Faculty Club was organized to meet for the first time on Friday evening,

December 16th, at the home of the President. The matter of starting a Summer School will be presented by
Prof. E. Winter of the Education Department. This
meeting will also serve as an opportunity for social fellowship among the faculty members. The gracious invitation to hold the first meeting at the home of President and Mrs. Wichers was gladly accepted.
Rev. Paul E. Hinkamp, the College Pastor, spoke at
the Y. M. on “Conserving Hope’s Ideals.” Miss Edith
De Young spoke on “Perfection” at the Y. W. Increased
interest is evidenced in both organizations, following the
Week of
A. E. L.

Prayer.
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“America for Cftrist”

-

(Hlomcit's llaarti of Domestic jHtssions

1882

C.

9.

-

1932
Adkins Chapel — near Gray Hawk
— smallest church in R. C. A.

The youwrent pupils of our
Gray Hawk School.

many copies a sentence prayer. These praying chilof the sand paintings which she has dren are growing up to be prayerful,
made for the Rockefeller Museum at earnest men and women for the future
My dear friends*.
Santa Fe. It is to her in conjunction welfare of church and community. PrayAs I sit here at my desk in New
with Sydney Armer that we are indebt- er before meals has been introduced at
Hampshire— visualizing so many of you
ed for the many exuuisite illustrations school the past year. If a teacher for—I am filled with a feeling of great ac-

The Boole Corner

Armer

is

well

known

for the

to be found in the book in question. Also
on your part as you take up your
for this practical reader we may add
winter’s work! How I should love to
that “Waterless Mountain” was the prize
know of your plans and programs! And
winner in Longmans Juvenile Fiction
I am wondering if they include any deContest for 1931.
tivity

for reading, either in groups
or by individuals. You will recall the
finite set-up

summer reading list which was published
in June and I am hoping that many of

News from Gray Hawk

you have refreshed yourselves by following at least some of those suggestions.

By Anna Mae Engelsman

gets it in a single instance, several hands
go up to remind her that she has forgotten the noon-day blessing. This is encouraging when we stop to consider that
the parents of these children rarely, if
ever, have prayer in their homes at any
time.

Several church picnics have brought
workers and mountain folks together in
Christian love and co-operation. One
Saturday many community men arrived
on the campus early in the day to build
a new* front porch on the Church House.
The men worked hard all day, stopping
only long enough at noon to enjoy a de-

During these past weeks an idea has
Many interesting events have recently
been playing about in my mind and I occurred at the Gray Hawk Station that
am going to pass it on to you for what we feel are of interest. This past sumit is worth — and I might say that back mer the Church and Sunday school atof the idea is the conviction that great tendance has been unusually large, as
richness and strength, both as individuals many as 105 attending Sunday school one licious dinner the women had prepared.
and a group — would come to us if we Sunday. The schoolhouse looked rather The teachers took charge of the amusements during the afternoon. Young and
only had more honest information and lonely all summer. When August came,
real inspiration such as we can get doors were sw*ung wide, mountain women old enjoyed games and races and worked
through the reading of good books. What cleaned floors, desks and ceilings, chat- hard for prizes. Reluctantly the folks
would you think of a movement among the tering merrily as they scrubbed, and very went home as the evening shadows gathwomen of the church to read during the soon the rooms were spotlessly clean and ered. The finished product was excellent
but the spirit of harmony it created was
winter — say six stories that have to do ready for use.
with the problem of mrking America
Christian? In some auxiliaries, it might
be well to “organize” for such an interest — other groups may be weary of organization and prefer to pursue such a
course without any set plan. Rut the
point is— let’s read! A second reading
list will be published in an early number
of the Intelligencer — and frequent reviews will, I trust, tempt you to explore
the pages of new* volumes.
This is the Golden Anniversary year
of our Women’s Board of Domestic Missions — a fitting time to devote some winter evening to a better understanding of
the church’s task in America.

Ever your friend,
Ruth Rule Robinson.

Eighty-eight enthusiastic boys and girls
are enrolled in the Gray Hawk Community School. Our opening exercises were
held at the Court House. Many parents
and friends showed real concern in the
plans for the new school year. It seemed
good to hear again the children’s voices
raised in songs and hymns of praise to
the author of “every good and perfect
gift.” In the months following, the attendance has been regular, although winter days and insufficient clothing may
make a difference later on.
All the members of our last spring’s
graduating class are continuing their edu-

cation. Seven of them are at the Annville Institute, and we are hearing fine
reports from workers there concerning

still

greater. There has been, a continued

feeling that “we are one.”

Another picnic was held one delightful
October day at the tiny Adkins log-cabin
Sunday school. About sixty mountain
folks were there. Though many were
very poor, everyone contributed toward
the chicken dinner. The older men and
women were as enthused and happy running races as the smallest child present.
The mountain folk were “right proud” to

have Mrs. Graham

in their midst.

After the picnic some of the workers
hiked home, stopping along the way to
bandage a poor woman’s badly sprained
ankle and promising to come again on
the morrow. During Miss Henderson’s
absence the teachers and matron have
had several real experiences in first-aid
work. On one occasion they also helped
a disabled lady by chopping kindling for

their good behavior, high scholarship,
earnestness and willingness to work.
P. S.— You will w*ant to read “WaterOne of the boys, although greatly handiless Mountain” after you have read the
capped hy poor vision, is working his her little fireplace.
following review* by Mrs. William way through High School at Berea, KenGod has blessed us abundantly. Every
Charles Hogg, Chairman of our Indian tucky. When he spends the week-ends
church and school activity has had its
Committee.
at home he gladly takes part in chapel splendid results. The Senior C. E. SoWaterless Mountain, by Laura Adams exercises and shows a deep interest in ciety is also alive and the members acArmer. Longmans, Green & Co., 1931, the school activities. When young folks tive. Several of the members at present
willingly offer their services in similar
$3.00.
are preparing a play on the C. E. pledge,
ways, we see that our work is bearing w’hich will be given at the Dix District
For the reader who requires authority
fruit. Another of these girls took second
on the part of the writer and authen- place in a lively debate on “Why We C. E. Convention to be held at Mt. Vernon, Kentucky, the last of October.
ticity regarding that w’hich is w*ritten.
Should Go to Sunday School,” at the evePray God that He may continue to
one can recommend without question this ning program of the Jackson County Sunstory of a present day Navaho Indian
day School Convention, recently held at bless the work at Gray Hawk this year
boy. As to the authority of the writer, Bond, Kentucky. One day a second- as He has blessed it heretofore. Pray
one is told that Mrs. Armer has spent grader surprised me by asking for a that the mountain children may see that
years among the Navahos and by her Bible and devoting her entire recess to our God is a peace-loving God who appeared, not in the fire, wind or earthsympathetic attitude and gracious per- memorizing the twenty-third Psalm.
quake,
but in a still, small voice. Pray
sonality has come to a close understandPrayer is an important step in the pro- that the w’orkers on the field may not
ing of their real selves. As to the augress
of our mission work. The Junior grow weary and discouraged but may be
thenticity of her material, we have the
word of several of the leading authori- C. E. Society has been holding interesting cheered by the prayers of fellow Christies on Indian culture and life in the meetings each Sunday morning. The tians throughout the length and breadth
Southwest. Besides her writings, Mrs. very smallest member present will utter of Christendom.
Hanover, N. H.
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LEAGUED FOR SERVICE"
plans his work ahead, and, that is what “God . . . will with the temptation also
this amounts to for us, foT^ each year make a way of escape, that ye may be
means a certain amount of character able to bear it.” We look back to a time
Year
building and we must see what we al- perhaps, when we nearly gave up the
(A Devotional Service for the Church ready have to build on.
struggle because we didn’t like the “way
League for Service)
One of the most dramatic pictures in of escape,” but it was always there!
the Old Testament is the story of a For instance, if we are harboring unPrepared by
builder who came up to Jersualem from friendly feelings against some one and
ELEANOR A. SUTPHEN
Persia about a hundred years after Cy- are tempted to be mean or unfair, someHYMN 571— Verses 1, 2, 3, 4, “Standing rus had issued a decree that all Jews times the “way of escape” is to do someat the Portal of the Op’ning Year.,, who wished might return to their own thing friendly or helpful for that one;
land. Others had already rebuilt the and this is hard but it is good building.
FOR THOUGHT AND MEDITATION. temple
and restored the old social and
Is there one of us who has not felt
Moses speaking to the Children of Is- religious institutions,but there was yet at one time or another as we compared
rael: “Behold, Jehovah thy God hath set the wall around the city to he rebuilt our situation and problems with those
the land before thee: go up, take pos- and Nehemiah did not attempt to plan of someone else. “Oh! If only I had
session, as Jehovah, the God of thy fath- ahead for this work till he made a thor- this to do instead of that,” or “If only
ers, hath spoken unto thee; fear not, ough survey of the situation.
I had her opportunity or her talent or
We read his own account in simple her charm, I could do so much better.”
neither be dismayed. M Dent. 1:21.
God speaking to the Children of Israel narrative: “So I came to Jerusalem and As though we should say to the Master
through Joshua: “Arise, go over this Jor- was there three days. And I arose in Builder, “If only you will let me build
dan, thou and all this people, unto the the night, I and some few men with me; in a different place, and with the mateland which I do give to thee, even to the neither told I any man what my God put rials that you have given some one else,
Children of Israel. ... As I was with into my heart to do for Jerusalem; I can do so much better building.”
Moses, so I will be with thee; I will not neither was there any beast with me Against such a time, take over into the
fail thee, nor forsake thee.
Be save the beast that I rode upon.
new year with you these lines of John
strong and of good courage; be not af“And I went out by night by the valley Oxenham:
frighted, neither be thou dismayed; for gate, even towards the jackal’s well, and
YOUR PLACE
Jehovah thy God is with thee whitherso- viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which are
Ih your place a small place ?
ever thou goest.” Joshua 1:2, 5, 9.
broken down, and the gates thereof were
Tend it with care!
God speaking to Joshua years later: consumed with fire.
He set you there.
“Then I went on to the fountain gate
“There remaineth yet very much land
Is your place a large place ?
and to the king’s pool: but there was no
Guard it with care! —
to be possessed.” Joshua 13:1.
He set you there.
place
for
the
beast
that
was
under
me
When the last minute of the old year
Whate’er your place, it is
ticks away and the first minute of the to pass.
Not yours alone, but His
“Then went I up in the night by the
new year passes, something happens to
Who set you there.
us; we feel that we have definitely brook and viewed the wall; and I turned
Paul was by profession a tent-maker,
passed from one period to another. Our back, and entered by the valley gate, and
but he knew a good deal about building;
whole mental outlook is changed; we so returned.” Nehemiah 2:11-15.
All this in the dead of night, with the he speaks of Christ being our foundation,
have left certain things behind, and we
few
chosen companions and God in his the sure basis on which all our building
draw a breath of relief to think that we
have escaped from them. We are reach- heart. Out by the valley gate, up to the should rest. And Peter, too, writes about
ing out to new things ahead; and it is king’s pool, on up the brook for a full building, calling us living stones and
quite interesting to notice that we in- view of all the broken wall, and back speaking of Christ as our chief cornerstinctively try to “lay aside every again through the valley gate. A thor- stone. If Christ is indeed so built into
weight,” — or encumbrance, — “and the sin ough, comprehensive survey; then later the structure of our lives this coming
which doth so easily beset us,” and we a well-made plan for building presented year, we shall take joy in looking back
look forward in the new year to getting to the “Jews and the nohles, and the at the end of another twelve months.
For we shall be better friends, we shall
for ourselves the best and finest things rest that did the work.”
of life and to becoming better men and
A look backward, then the look for- have grown in our prayer life: we shall
women
ward, and God as a building partner; have grown a little quicker in finding
We turn our backs on discouragements “The God of heaven, He will prosper us; God in every one and in seeing His love
and failures and disappointments,and therefore we His servants will arise and in the experiences of every day. We
shall be more ready with our sympathy
we have new courage in facing certain build.”
temptations or adverse conditions now
As we look back over the past, we find for others’ joys and sorrows; we shall
that that midnight door has closed be- many places where our walls need re- be continually finding blessings along our
hind us and left us facing a clear field, building; but we are ready to face the way for which we may give thanks.
Each day will open up new adventures
a fresh chance at life.
task with a glad heart for we have
The old custom of making New Year’s brought with us out of the years gone in service for Christ, our foundation,
resolutions is undoubtedly a natural re- by “exceeding great and precious prom- lived here as one who served. And after
all, that is the greatest joy in life, so
sult of this psychological change. We ises,” which we have proved.
come to the end of the old year weighted
In the first place we appreciate His the year will be a happy one.
Now as we enter this new year with
down by an accumulation of failures and words to Joshua, “I will be with thee, I
such
a challenge to us in its promise and
shortcomings; jealousies, distrust, re- will not fail thee.” And as we look
sentments, lack of faith; we look back back, we can say with Samuel, “Hither- opportunity, let us also take a last look
over twelve months and see how much to hath the Lord helped me,” for we have at the old year, and voice a prayer of
thanksgiving for what it has brought
better we could have lived. Then comes proved the steadfastness of God.
to
us.
the dawning of new opportunity and we
There have been those experiences of
A NEW YEAR HYMN
'are uplifted by the elation of a new hope. which we say later, “I could not have
Even the sorrow which came to us in lived through it in my own strength; it
For this New Year, with promise bright,
the old year is softened; the grief may is wonderful how His strength is given
For courage, cheer, and hopes alight.
For day that always follows night,
be as keen but we feel new courage to when we need it.”
Good Lord, we thank Thee.
bear it and new faith in God’s promises
There have been temptations which
For friends, and fellowship, and home.
of comfort and love. Do you notice that tried us; not big ones like a temptation
For birds, and flowers, and azure dome.
it is Hie bad things which we feel that to steal or to commit murder; but little
For days gone by, and days to come.
we are leaving behind us and the good nagging temptations to laziness, or jealGood Lord, we thank Thee.
things which we carry with us over into ousy, or over-love of luxury, or wasting
For danger grim that passed us by.
the new year!
one’s time, or letting down one’s ideals;
For faith in Thee. 0 Lord Most High.
For love that money could not buy,
If we are going to follow the old fash- even ft temptation to shut one’s self
Good Lord, we thank Thee.
ion of making good resolutions at the away with sorrow and selfishly brood
For joy of work, and joy of play.
beginning of the new year, we need not over one’s grief. But we have found that
For
chance of service on our way,
feel shamefaced about it!. Any good Paul was right when he wrote to the
For all the joys of each new day,
builder looks over the ground before he members of the church in Corinth that
Good Lord, we thank Thee.
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575— Verses 2, 4, 6, “Ring Out
the Old, Ring in the New.”

PRAYER:
Father in heaven, we thank Thee for
Thy care through the year that is past.
Forgive all the things which we have
done that have been wrong; and let us
mm away from them, to begin afresh in
the

new

year.

Go with us on the untried way; grant
us Thy Spirit, that we may be Thy messengers, speaking words of cheer and
comfort and friendliness to those whom
we meet. We thank Thee that we may
best serve Thee, by serving our fellowmen.

Be Thou the foundation on which we
build our lives; and may our building
this year be true and beautiful. Help
be honest with ourselves, recognizing our own faults and slow’ to see the
faults of others. Make us generous and
unselfish and truly consecrated to Thy
service. AMEN.

us to

(All repeat in unison):
The Lord bless us and keep us.
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zation, administration, church buildings
and equipment and religious technique
Benevolent Societies
are but a means to the one great end,
the transforming of persons into the likeness of Jesus and His way of life, and
the making of society in all of its aspects and relationships Christian.”
Organized
Incorporated 1833
Chapters are devoted to all the aspects of evangelism, and a bibliography The only American undenominationalSociety
doing welfare work for seamen in sixteen affililists a large number of books' which will
ated and co-operatingstations in Japan, Europe.
be found useful to anyone wishing to South America and the United States.
Loan Libraries ($25) for crews at sea placed
obtain a broader view on the subject.
on
vessels sailing from New York.
(Fleming H. Revell Company, $1.50.)
Shipwrecked and destitute seamen aided.

THR AMERICAN SEAMENS
FRIEND SOCIETY

1828

PUBLISHES

the “Sailors’ Magazine” ($1.00).
by contributionsand legacies.
Winchester Noyes. President ; George Sidney
Webster, D.D., Secretary.
Clarence C. Pinneo, Treasurer, 72 Wall Street.
New York, to whom contributionsmay be sent.

SUPPORTED

Green Needles. By Mae Foster Jay.
This story by the author of several
other books which have appeared in our
columns before, among them “Tad,”
“Mornings at Seven” and others, is enAMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY
tertainingly written and deals with a
(Organized 1825)
very fascinating young lady who feels
The century-old and approved agency of the
that she is shacaled w’ith money and deChurches for the publication and circulation of
cides to make good “on her own.” The Christian Literature in 50 languages.
scenes are laid in the Golden West and
Distributed last year 5,585.879 pieces of literature
where the need was greatest.
through it all weaves a romance that is
The Society is vigorously counteracting the orwholesome and inviting for people wrho ganized and increasing atheistic assaults on the
like that sort of thing. (W. A. Wilde Christian faith, especially among our new Ameri-

The Lord make His face to shine upon
cans.
Co. Price $2.00.)
us and be gracious unto us.
WILL YOU HELP by a personal Donation, by
a bequest in your Will, by the purchase of AnThe Lord lift up His countenance upon
Pal, the Story of a Dog Who Lived Up nuity Bonds?
us and give us peace.
Donations and inquiries should be sent to 7
to His Name. By Arthur C. Bartlett.
West 46th Street, New York City.
(Let a quartet sing the “Dresden
All lovers of animal life will love this
Amen” found under 706.)
story of Pal. We picked it up late one
YORK SABBATH
evening, and could not lay it dowm until
COMMITTEE
wTe had finished it in the early morning.
It is difficult to choose between Pal and
(Incorporated)
Jeff, who “dognaped” him, as to who is
Organized
Incorporated 1884
the hero of the story. While there is an
Local, National and International. Secures, deinteresting
undercurrent
of
politics
in fends and enforces wholesome Sunday laws with
Doran’s Ministers Manual, 1933. Com-

NEW

J2eto JSoofes

1857

these pages, still, the center of the stage the privilege of worship for everybody.
Its literature includes more than a hundred titles
is held by Pal and Jeff, and both shine besides a periodical.
in their respective roles. (W. A. Wilde
Supported by voluntary contributions.
Many people state that they have no Company, Boston, $1.75.)
Address correspondence and remittance to THE
use for such a book as this, which conNEW YORK SABBATH COMMITTEE, Room 231.
Bible House, New York City.
tains sufficient ready made sermons to
Officers: Chairman, Charles F. Darlington;
last a preacher a year. There are some
Treasurer, E. Francis Hyde; Secretary, Duncan J
Plea for Tolerance
grounds for criticism, and to many pasMcMillan.
MEMBERSHIP represents the various denommitors such a book might work hardship, if
If such infinite variety prevails in crenations. Catholic and Protestant.
depended on wholly. But the intention ation, we may reasonably expect to find
of Dr. Hallock is to supply material the same in the experience of the saints.
which may be worked over by the stu- Uniformity is no rule of spiritual life.
Educational Institution
dent and thus enable a too busy minister Let us not judge others because their
to present to his congregation a sermon feelings have not been precisely similar
possessing value. As the preface well to ours. All the saints are led in a
says, “To be a primer, a starter, a stimu- right way, but no two of them precisely
lator of thought, to be a saver of time in the same way. Far be it from us to
and a source of inspiration and sugges- set up a standard and expect all to be
FOUNDED 1784
tion— these are the purposes the writer conformed to it; if we reject all believers
and compiler of this book has had in who labor under infirmities, or are
Year 1932-33 Bet.ins Sbptkmhcr 21
mind.” The wealth of material in this marred with faults, our fellowship will
issue is amazing. Not only are there be scant indeed. — Charles H. Spurgeov.
morning and evening sermon outlines,
FACULTY
but all the special days are listed, chilJohn H. Raven. D.D ............. Old Testament
John
W. Beardslee.Jr.. Ph.D..D.D., New Testament
dren’s sermons are given, and topics for
Edward S. Worcester. D.D. . Siistematic Theology
a year of mid-w’eek meeting talks. The
Theodore Floyd Bayles, D.D. . Practical Theology
book is worth its cost for the illustraMilton J. Hoffman. D.D ......... Church History
William A. Weber, D.D ..... Hcltgious Education
tions alone. Dr. Hallock must be a proLouis H. Holden, Ph.D., D.D ..... English Bible
digious reader to assemble so many new’
W. H. S. Demarest. D.D..LL.D., Constitution.K.C.A.
ones. (Round Table Press, $2.50.)
Milton T. Stauffer. D.D., F.R.G.S ....... Missions
Her Sons and Daughters!
Justin Williams ..................... Elocution
piled and Edited by Rev. G. B.
F. Hallock, D.D.

NEW BRUNSWICK
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

.
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.

ABIDING INTERESTS:

Evangelism and the Present World Order. By Charles W. Brewbaker, A.M., Ph.D.

From the Forew’ord the purpose of
Professor Brewbaker’s book is learned
Quite clearly, — “The purpose of this volume is to present to Christian workers
a brief but comprehensive treatise on
evangelism. It aims to show that evangelism is a message and a continuous
Process and that it is central and climactic in all the work of the Church. It is
written at a time when the w’orld is
sick, in confusion and in great material
end spiritual distress, and when there
needs to be a recovery of the Scriptural

emphasis
values. It

on

personal and spiritual
strives to show that organi-

NOTHING CAN SUCCEED
IF

THESE

FAIL!

we not maintain schools
where these interests are conShould

served?

LIBRARY— 62.000 VOLUMES
John C. Van Dyke, L.H.D., LL.D ..... Librarian
Edward S. Worcester, D.D. . Associate Librarian
.

Th.M. DEGREES
Conferred by Rutgers University
B.D. and

Should we not support schools
where our sons and daughters are
instructed in the principles of the
Christian life?

Address Dr. W. H. S. Demarest, President
New Brunswick. N. J.

CENTRAL COLLEGE
PELLA, IOWA,
its young people
for Christian leadership.

aims to train

PARKER’S
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60c. and $1.00 at druggists.
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the facts before you can carry the
'The Census Man
pose out. Do not hesitate in the
year to call upon your friends for coun- 1 ha^.ei ,C0IT1®; Asai( ’ ^() us^ about
sel. They have probably lived longer
u ^rC ^ou, cen8iis
than you, and they have had experiences
^es» be answered slowly, “j
that can he of great help to you. Get
a,c.?l?sus } want t° know jf
their advice, and do not limit your
children are being brought up as
ting to a very few. The Bible says that children should be brought up.’ She was
in the multitude of counselors there
. . The interview continues, in
Christum: Yes, of course they are!
Above all seek the help of your Heavthem an exceptionally fine
enly Father in making decisions. We bringing up. I ve had their tonsils out
have the promise in His Word that if anr ^eir teeth straightened. They have
we lack wisdom and will ask God for it, sPmac" an(l orange juice. On Mondays
it shall be given unto
go to Scout meetings, on Tuesdays
When you are convinced that a course they have music lessons, on Wednesdays
is right, decide to do it, and do not re- oancing school, on Thursdays elocution,
consider your
on Fridays a class in music appreciation.
.

Jforum of jWetfjobS
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND

YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES
Conducted by Rev. Abram Duryee

Christian Endeavor Topic
For Sunday, January

1, 1933

Facing Life Gallantly
1 Cor. 16:13, 14

(Consecration Meeting)

The New Year

is here, and it marks
another milestone along the path of life.
Life is a road, a pathway along which
we travel. We may live in such an ordinary way that the path passes over a
plain, or we may live in such a weak
way that the path is a descending one.
But we take it for granted that the readers of these words are living on an ascending road, ever gaining higher
heights.

The New Year, although but a time
measurement, seems like a turn in the
road, or the topping of a hill where the
past is in full view, but the future cannot be foreseen. That is true of the
young as well as of the old. No one
knows just what tomorrow has in store
for him. Therefore, we cannot plan to
meet and overcome the specific difficulties, but we may be sure there will be
plenty of them.
And why not? We are men, and not
machines? The machine wears out under friction. Real manhood and woman-

^our9Mchl
manam
get-

wisdom.isJ
us.

.
-

decision.
— ——

In this opening meeting of the New'
Year, the president of the society should
take time to outline the program and
service activities for the coming year.
It is a time to recall the objectives set
up by the society at the beginning of ^ came to ask,” he said gently, “if you
the season’s work. Let it be a time for do anything at all for their souls.” ‘Tor
rededication to Christ and His Church. their souls! Dear me, what a quaint
» idea!” She laughed. “You’ll have to
SUGGESTIVE
excuse me, the telephone is ringing.”
.....

THOUGHTS

Quit pitying yourself. Yours is not
the only trouble in the world. There are The wise men ask, “What language did
Christ speak?”
others in more difficult positions than
They cavil, argue, search, and little
you are.
prove.
The word gallant comes from “galer,”
to rejoice. Face every situation with a 0 sages, leave your Syriac and your
Greek!
smile and the feeling that you can make
Each heart contains the knowledge that
good in it. Be undaunted.
you seek;
Many are like leaves driven with the
Christ
spoke the universal language—
wind. They do not face, they run away
Love.
from life’s tasks. God means us to stand
up like men and meet whatever comes
with courage.

Count every situation a new opporhood develop under hardships. An oak tunity. Cross out the word “impossible”
tree must have the wintry winds as well from your dictionary. “All things are
as the summer showers. We hear much possible to him that believeth.”
nowadays about fear. Not the fear of
A FEW ILLUSTRATIONS
enemies or of great dangers from without, but the fear that one will not be
You would not sail with a captain who
able to measure up to the disappoint- did not keep men in the lookout to guide
ments and difficulties that lie ahead. the ship past danger. Yet we sail

This meeting should help every member
present to get a more courageous, gallant outlook on life. You may not be
able to see what is ahead in 1933, but in
the words of Robert Browning you can
“Greet the unseen with a cheer.” That
is the spirit of youth. Let us all cultivate it this New Year.

We may well resolve at the beginning
of a New Year that we will spend more

through

life,

many

win,

we

You

shall

most surely fail.

will be called upon to

out. indifferent to danger.

will

will

be

Literature
Full Sample Pack

Roosevelt was told that arthritis would probably cripple him he said,
“I can live that way too.” Surely he
was an intrepid spirit. So live.
One youth, stricken with blindness, began the study of law, getting some one
to read to him. He became a great law-

yer. That

is

what

is

meant by

on

Application

Following the

International Uniform Lesson
Topics

TO THOSE INTERESTED
FREE SAMPLE PACK

facing

life gallantly.
It is not

what happens to us that mat-

ADDRESS

UNION GOSPEL PRESS
Box

680

CLEVELAND, OHIO

QUOTATIONS
“The men that

live nobly are

men

of

faith. It is faith in God and the outcome of our efforts that enables us to
face anything courageously.”— Anon.
“Do not let trifles disturb you. Don’t
imagine that a pin prick is a mortal
wound. Disregard trifles. Keep to your
course and go forward. Make every day
count for progress.”— Kleiser.

make many

1933

year. All of
be important. Some of them

FOR YOUR NEXT COMMUNION

Individual Cups
YOUR Church me this clem If
method ? Send for SPECIAL OFFER at
low pricea. Traf and 36 beat glaaaca
and Corer $9 00. Glaascill.OOdotco.
Collection and Bread Placet.
Does

THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE
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far-reaching, perhaps, giving

color or character to all the pest of your
life. It is vitally important then to decide wisely.

Sunday School

When

decisions in the coming

them

TO SEE FOR YOURSELF

of us, without a look-

time in constructive thinking. If dur- ters, so much as how we meet what haping the past year we failed in some unpens. If we whine and shirk, we fail.
dertaking, or fell before some temptaIf we do our best, we succeed, even if
tion, ft was due first of all to the fact
we go under.

that we did not stop to think. When
Marshal Foch was asked how he won the
war he replied, “By smoking my pipe.”
Of course, what he meant was that he
took time to think each move through
before he gave orders to the army. The
New Year will not be without its struggles to right wrongs and overcome difficulties, and unless we take time to
think of the methods we should use to

Usually on Saturdays they have their
hair cut and go to the movies. When it’s
convenient.I take them to Sunday school,
They have everything that the other chil(lren in the neighborhood have.” The
census man smiled a rather sad smile,

TROY,
the0/?/G/AMZ,.Thirty-three
Years’ Supremacy. Never equalled.
Condensed Thought. Digest and Text of
Insist on

To decide wisely one musthave all the lesson. Attendance Record. Other features.
information possible.. You may have a Flexible Binding. 35 c. Pott paid.
good purpose, but you will need to know F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Avenue, New York

N.Y.,
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