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REDIGGING THE OLD WELLS
TT

will be a splendid exercise for

many readers of

the

1

Christian Intelligencer to open their Bibles at the
26th chapter of Genesis and read the account given there
of the experiences Isaac had with his wells. HCIwfce
times, with unlimited water piped from reservoirs miles
away,

it is difficult

the wells

to picture the dependence placed upon

that the people of those far-off days had to dig

cost. The life of their flocks and herds, as
well as their own, depended upon an adequate supply of
potable water, and many were the disputes concerning
ownership. In India the depressed classes, even today,
dare not use the wells of the higher castes, and the
at so great

quarrels concerning this are unending.

Enemies can do great harm by destroying the wells.
The Philistines stopped the wells that Abraham had dug,
and filled them up with earth. ‘‘The herdsmen of Gerar
strove with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, ‘The water is
ours.’ ” Finally Isaac packed up all his household, and
moved off to another place, where he dug another well,
which was undisturbed, so that “he called the name of
it Rehoboth, (Room,) and he saith, ‘For now Jehovah
hath made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the
’’ In two other places in the same chapter Isaac
dug wells, the second being at a place where his servants
came and said, “We have found water,” and this became
land.’

Beer-sheba.

At the beginning of another season of work it will be
wise for many pastors to look after their wells, — the
sources from which their churches have in times past
derived their sustaining water. Away back in the days
of some patriarch, whose name might or might not have
been Abraham, the well was dug, and it filled with life-

manhood and womanhood
there, and drank freely of it, and even in old age its
draughts were life renewing. But as the generations
came the well was less and less used, and its water was
reduced to the merest trickle. People found other

giving

water. Babes grew

to

sources of slaking their spiritual thirst.

tions

It
a

inven-

were introduced. Spiced drinks became the

fashion,
earth

Modem

and

finally

the Philistines

filled the well with

and other things.

the strength of character developed by the teachings
from the pulpit. But now the well is filled up, and he
can in imagination see somewhat of the rubbish that has
stopped the supply of water. Tin cans from the kitchen,
rags and scraps from the fair, cards from one of the
parties, cigar butts from the smoker, ten pins from the
alley, and many other articles and debris from functions
that seemed important, — or harmless, — but, alas, they
have, taken altogether, silted up the life-giving water,

Let us put aside the figures, and face the facts. With
the going of the warm weather custom will suggest a
return to the schedule of services such as has been the
method in former and simpler and more spacious days.
Can the full order be undertaken? Will the mid-week
service continue? Can the Sunday evening service be
started? Is there vitality for the Missionary Society
sufficient to hold monthly meetings? Is it possible to
hold regular Consistory meetings? How about the benevolent offerings? How about the pastor’s salary? Examine the water supply, and see whether the wells are
“filled with earth,” the things of earth.
Centuries'after this story of Isaac and his wells was
written there came one afternoon into a little village a
weary group of men, hungry and thirsty, and stopped by
an old well. Thither came a woman to draw her supply,
and one of the strangers asked for a drink. The story
is told in John 4, and is familiar to all. One thing the
woman said should be remembered, “Sir,” said she,
“Thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep.”
Deep wells hold living water! Living water gives life!
The Church of God today needs a deepening of wells, a
getting back to the water of salvation, uncontaminated
longed for a drink from the old home well at Bethlehem,
so should the people of God today seek diligently for the
water of life, which, says the Book of Revelation, “clear
as crystal,” proceeds from the throne of God and of the
Lamb. And even as they pray and work the blessing
will come, and the life-giving water will flow.

and standing there

in

meditation. He knows how in long gone days
the fathers of his people had drunk deep of the well of
salvation. He has heard often of the peace and concord
the congregation, erf the simplicity of their lives, and
solitary

m
'I

there a well of springing (living) water.”

mouth

parish some evening this month,

.

Perhaps some pastor, or elder, or church member will
see such a vision, and will pray to the Father of all for
strength and continuance of purpose to try to get down
to the bottom and see whether there is any flow of water
below. What a joy it will be if all the entanglements
and hindrances can be disposed of and once again, like
Isaac’s servants when they dug in the valley they “found

by the rubbish of temporal things. Even as David

of the old well of his

*

and the church faces a spiritual drought.

requires no great use of the imagination to picture

pastor going over to the
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God, Keep

a

what sort of an army

my heart

Night and day;
Cleanse it with sunlight— let the silver rain

Leave, I pray.

my heart

Wind from

Waters are
Wind from spaces and beyond the

first

Twilight star.
Bitterness can have no place in me,

Nor grief stay—
When the winds of God rush through and sweep
Them away.
God, keep a clean wind blowing through my heart
Night and day!
in Friends Intelligencer.

Minutes of General Synod
The

consignment of the Minutes of General
Synod, 1932, was received by the Board of Publication and Bible School Work on Friday, September
2nd, and it was expected that a certain number of
copies would be mailed that afternoon to the
first

Classes holding their meetings in the early part of
the month.
As fast as possible the

of cour-

round about the standard and continued to lead the men
that were still remaining in the company up that hill.
Arrived at the top he fell down, but with his expiring
breath he said, "Well, boys, we made the top anyway!"
Is that kind of courage our courage? An officer of the
great World War from a certain hospital wrote home a
long letter, and then added this postscript: "By the
way, I am in the hospital with a bit of shrapnel in me.”
That is all that he made of his suffering! Is that the
courage that we have? Another wrote home, saying, "I

still

;

—Grace N. Cromwell

man

age. During the days of the Civil War a standard bearer
was leading his company to the capture of a certain hill,
when a shot came, and shot away the hand that was
carrying the flag. Quick as a flash he seized the flag
with his other hand. A little later another shell shot
away that hand. He then flung the stumps of his arms

Cobwebs — and the smothering dust that years

far
Green pastures — and from shaded pools where

1932

is the

Surely, to begin with, a soldier must be a

Wash away

God, keep a clean wind blowing through

14,

Church of Jesus Christ?
What sort of soldiers do we make? Have wc the real
stuff, or are we merely puppets in the show?

Clean Wind Blowing

God, keep a clean wind blowing through

September

have a bullet buried in my face, and five holes in my
shoulders. Jolly mess they made of me, but now I am
washed; I am all right!” Thus did his courage make
him dismiss his own wounds and sufferings. Is that the
courage that dominates us, soldiers in the army of
Christ, the King, the greatest army that has ever been,
and most wonderful King that ever ruled a human life?
And a soldier is one that is willing to make the
supreme sacrifice. Ten million died in the great World
War! Terrific the sacrifice which they made! Everybody in Europe was in arms and ready to die!

What are our

sacrifices as soldiers of the King eter-

nal, immortal, invisible, the only true

number ordered by each

God? We

are not

entire edition will be delivered before any Classis

among those that have been called upon to go to the
front line of battle. But are we even offering any
prayers that mean struggle, suffering, agony? Is there

meeting.
Errors discovered should be reported at once to
the Stated Clerk, Rev. John A. Ingham, D.D., 25

anything sacrificial about our giving these days? On
every hand people are cutting their gifts to churches and
to missions. Many churches are mortgaging their prop-

Classis will be shipped and it is believed that the

East 22nd Street,

New York

City.

erty to get

money to pay the current expenses

of the

church. Churches in Rochester have borrowed from

a

couple of hundreds to thousands of dollars. The Boards

What Kind

of our

of Soldiers?

Vf
v

of the greatest needs of the Christian Church in

relation to the missionary enterprise is vision. Vis-

sacrifice are

making

in these

days for His sake? Are they cutting down on the use
of gas in their autos; are they eating fewer pies and
sweets and meats? Are they cutting down on the use
of cosmetics, and such like? Do any sit in darkness
that they may save something on electricity, in order to
give to Missions? How many have eaten a single crust
in order that they might have more to give for the
spread of the truth, the principles, and the mighty saving
energies of the Gospel of the eternal Son of God? A
soldier is one that

An army

makes

sacrifices!

is powerful in proportion to the strength of

all

convictions. It was conviction that made Cromwell’s
army invincible. It was conviction that led the besieged
in Leyden to hold out unto death. May it not be that
the army of Jesus Christ needs fresh convictions that
they are fighting for something truly worth while? Do
Christ’s soldiers not need urge, motive, ideals, a power
to sweep them on? Do they not need a deep and vital

the Church is meant to be an army battling

faith that the battle is worth all its costs?
What convictions have the soldiers of Jesus Christ,

ual power, and its infinite distance from the God in
find all our blessed resources?

And

whom

should not

this be changed ?

Now

What

the soldiers of the greatest of all kings

ion is one of the greatest transforming powers in the
world. The vision of need in the Labradors sent Dr.
Grenfell there on his wonderful mission of mercy. The
vision of need sent David Livingstone to open up the
dark continent of Africa.
The Christian Church of our day needs to freshen its
vision of the inexpressibly lamentable need’ that exists
on the foreign field. In these days our eyes, for the most
part, are glued on our own needs, and that of others
right around us ; or, perchance, on the armies struggling
in China, or the Conference at Geneva. We do not ask
that these things be forgotten. But have we not been
forgetting the horrible idolatry of the Orient, its ignorant and senseless worship, its lack of moral and spirit-

we

all other churches are running dan-

gerously behind in their finances.

By Rev. Garret Hondelink, B.D.

/'\NE

Church and

against the world’s ignorance, weaknesses, sins, and all
the destructive forces which are overcoming men. But
Ghiubtian. Intelligencer— Vol.

its

anyhow,

J.

in our

day? Are

man life? Do they

there any that truly grip hu-

feel they are enlisted in the greatest
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and most important conflict the world has ever seen?
There is darkness and ignorance, which need dispersion.
Is that something worth fighting for? There are chains
of evil habits that need to be struck off. Is that worth
fighting for? There is sin and suffering that needs a
great emancipation. Is it worth while to fight for that?
The love of God in Christ Jesus, as a mighty transforming power, needs to be known everywhere. Is it worth
while
fields

making any

sacrifice for

that? In our

foreign

the life of childhood needs to be unfolded after the

pattern of the unfolding of the life of Jesus. There
youth there that needs to be guided into the

way

is

of the

eternal. There is age there which needs the Hand
in which it can put its own hand and walk through the
valley of the shadow of death and fear no evil. There
are tears there that need drying, there are heartaches
that need a heavenly balm, there are sorrows that need
a ministry of comfort, there is death there that needs to
have shine upon it the glory of the resurrection mornlife

ing. Have we the conviction that all this is worth while,

which a human

yea, the greatest thing to
dedicated

? Have we any

conviction at

all,

life

can be

to say nothing

of a conviction, strong as the mountains, deep as the
sea, high as

the stars, and eternal like God Himself?

Were the soldiers of the Cross to believe in the greatness
and worth whileness of this conflict, would a measure
of poverty, or depression, or losses, or anything under
heaven ever keep them from marching on and on, from
victory unto victory until the Christ shall be enthroned
in every human heart and triumph in every relationship
said that in one of the villages of Flanders there

hung a figure of the Saviour
of men. Shells during the World War mangled that figure, and blew away His face! Ignorance, superstition,
sin have blown away the face of God out of the sky of
the heathen world. That face must be restored! The
task of the Christian Church is to restore
! And these
was a Cross on which there

it

are the days that call for the courage, and sacrifice, and
conviction that shall be potent to put the face of

God

as

seen in Christ Jesus back into the sky of the heathen
world

likes with his time

is substantially free to

and to choose what

!

do what

fie

is the best use of

his time.

"In this there are dangers: he is ever tempted by selfishness and indolence.

He may woefully

neglect his job

and follow only those practices which are in the line of
his inclinations.He may use his freedom and the prestige of his office to serve purposes which may be good,
but the service of which causes him to neglect the people who give fiim his living. There are a few ministers
of unusual gifts who may be justified in serving their
Churches almost exclusively through preaching. A great
majority of us are not of that type. At best, we are
fathers, heads of families, and our families are our peo-

ple. If it is old-fashioned, then I

am

old-fashioned

enough to believe that living near our people, knowing
them, visiting them, studying their needs, assisting them
to meet their experiences, is our greatest chance to serve
and as a by-product, it is our best chance to maintain and
strengthen our Churches. We are free to choose the
form of service, but freedom does not permit neglect.”
If any of our readers is not willing to accept the truth
of these words, we covet a reply, and shall be glad to
open our pages to brief letters exposing the fallacy of
Dr. Griffin’s challenge. To us, we confess, it seems pretty
difficult to answer. — Reformed Church Messenger.

"Words, Words, Words!"
Of the all-too-numerous “scandals of Christendom”
one of the most deplorable

of life?
It is

tasks. A minister

579

is the prevalent

custom

of

passing thoughtlessly,recklessly, even laughingly, resolutions that appear to be of the utmost importance. The
reaction upon participants is intellectually and spiritually debilitating, and the impressiptPupon outsiders is
highly injurious to the church. Editors no longer take
seriously the solemn pronouncements of religious bodies,
having found that usually they mean next to nothing.
The procedure is familiar in all denominations. The
committee on resolutions is composed of members,
thought to be worthy of some honor, but not experienced or important enough to serve on the committee on
business. It brings in a report that may or may not be

own production, presenting a long series of declarations in regard to the most serious matters in the world.
The time is most inopportune, usually after the principal
business of the session has been transacted and when
everybody is tired, nervous, inattentive.
The chairman, even if a good reader, is not able to hold
of its

Servant and Friend
"Don’t expect

me

to do

any

pastoral

work.” This

is

said to have been the reply of a minister to an officer of
a pastorless congregation, who questioned

him as to

his

pastorate. To him and all other
Messenger readers we earnestly commend these challenging words by Dr. Frederick R. Griffin at the annual

availability for that

the interest of the delegates.

He moves

the adoption of

vant of his people,

someone hastily seconds the motion
the president calls for discussion; there is none; everyone votes in the affirmative. Thereupon the world is
notified that that great ecclesiastical body has declared
itself unanimously and eloquently upon a question of
paramount importance and great complexity and difficulty. Is the world thrilled? No; the wise old world

friend and is

has learned through experience to evaluate properly such

meeting of the Unitarian Ministerial Union

: “A

minis-

who, while a member of the congregation, is
relieved from the usual bread and butter occupations of
ter is one

life

so that he

may devote

his full time to the welfare of

his people. In the best sense,

he

is the

appointed ser-

and yet a servant who is called a
really regarded as a friend. He is given a

which he may speak with an amazing measfreedom. He is given a free hand to organize and

the first resolution

;

;

pulpit from

ecclesiastical resolutions.

ure of

“Next,” calls the president, mind weary and gavel arm
very tired. The second resolution is offered. Brother A
is very hungry; Brother B wants to get out and chat
with a classmate ; Brother C is looking over a time-table.
They doubt the wisdom of the suggestion, but they do
not care to lead a discussion or to listen to one. So there
is another unanimous vote. A dozen resolutions are
adopted in the same perfunctory manner. The report is
adopted as a whole. The gavel falls, and the assembly
breaks up with hardly a second thought in regard to the
sentiments so glibly expressed.
—Reformed Church Messenger,

direct activities within an established institution.

He

is

welcomed to the homes of his people and given opportunities to serve his people in the various experiences of
their lives. In him a great trust is imposed and commonly he continues to enjoy that trust just so long as he is
worthy of it. In return, his primary duty is to give his
full time to his office, to regard the welfare of his people
as his chief work, to be a wise counsellor and a disinterested friend, to preserve at all times the good name of
Ws Church, and to maintain its unity. These are platitudinous words until we begin to apply

them

to concrete

i
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Mission Meeting in Japan
By Rev. Harold W. Schenck

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE JAPAN MISSION
Row

Fer
B^rf?.

i

left to right— Kev. Bruno Bruns. Miss Jennie Pieters. Miss Flora Harrow. Mrs. Hubert Kuypor. Rev Hubert Kuyper. Rev. Bar nerd Luben.
Mrs. Barnerd Luben, Miss Dora ErinRa, Mrs. Willis G. Hoekje. Rev. Willis J. Hoekje, Rev. John
u
Second Rote— Mrs. Harold W. Schenck, Rev. Harold W. Schenck. Mrs. Sywsssink. Mrs. Bruno Bruns and son. Miss Florence Walvoord. Miss Sara M.
Couch, Miss Janet Oltmans. Miss Evelyn Oilmans. Mrs. John Ter Bor* and little Mary J. Ter
t,
u
Third Row— Dr. Albert Oltmans, Miss Helen R. Zander, Rev. Boude C. Moore. Mrs. Boude C. Moore. Mr. James Mo Alpine, Miss Jean Hoekje. Mrs. H.
V. S. Stegeman, Dr. H. V. S. Stegeman, Rev. John C. De
Front Row — Joan Schenck, the Moore Children, Jack Ter Borg,
Hoekje. (The dog is unassigned.)

Back

Maagd.
-

TAVING

just enjoyed the privilege of attending the

X"1 Annual Meeting

^

c
, w

.

mendable method of increasing the membership of the
Mission by a process that might be known as “matrimonial co-option” was again in evidence as Mr. Barnerd
Luben introduced his bride, the former Miss Edith Erickson, of the Southern Presbyterian Mission. The welcome
was genuine and whole-hearted and it is certain that the
home which the young couple will establish in Tokyo will

of the Reformed Church Mission
in Japan, I have been requested by the Secretary to send
a few impressions that might prove of interest to the
“folks back home.’’ I am happy to comply with this request, for the privilege that has been mine is one that
might well be coveted by those whose interest and
prayers reach across the seas to their representatives be a popular retreat for their many friends, as well as
for the Japanese students with whom they work. Anin the Land of the Rising Sun.
From the standpoint of natural beauty the setting of other evidence of augmented membership was noted in
the appearance of three “brand new babies” who seemed
the Mission Meeting this year left nothing to be desired.
to carry off the honors of the day as a commanding topic
Here in the central highlands a few miles north of the
of conversation, — Mary Jean Ter Borg, Janice Miriam
celebrated Japanese Alps lies Lake Nojiri, the Lake
Schenck, and Richard DeMaagd. One of the features of
George of Japan, where over one hundred foreign famthe Communion Service on Sunday, July 24, was the bapilies have established a summer colony that provides
tism of Mary Jean, “an irresistible little bit of heaven,"
wholesome recreation and fellowship during the weeks
with Rev. Willis G. Hoekje officiating.
set aside for recuperation from the arduous labors of the
Your correspondent was deeply impressed by the
year and preparation for exacting tasks to come. On the
strong spirit of family affection manifested in the meettree-shaded slopes above this lake, interchanging sesings and by the careful consideration given to all items
sions between the Moore and Ter Borg cottages, some
of business; a well-balanced program without undue
twenty-five representativesof the Mission gathered between July 20 and 26 to transact necessary business, haste, a frank facing of very vital problems without friccompare experiences of the year, rejoice in the reassur- tion, a calm acceptance of inevitable economies and postponed furloughs without hysteria, and withal a sustaining word received from the home office that the "line
was holding,” and enjoy devotional and social intercourse
ing charity and firm determination to maintain. We
doubt if anywhere in the Church there is a more united
after months of separation in their respective stations.
and homogeneous group of workers than that which comIt was a matter of deep concern to the members of the
Mission fa.mily that Miss Jeanne Noordhoff wTas confined prises the membership of the Japan Mission. Another
to her home in Yokohama by serious illness. Having feature likely to impress any visitor was the cordial
borne up bravely through the year under the handicap comradery existing between the older and younger members. Utmost consideration was shown by the “vetof impaired health she was compelled during the last
few days of the Ferris term to take to her bed, where erans” for the feelings of the “first termers” and there
was evidence of what might seem like a studied resolve
she has since remained under the care of a special nurse.
On the other hand it was a happy surprise to welcome to let the new recruits find themselves and work out their
Miss Jessie Platz, of the Amoy Mission, who is spending
her summer in Japan, and to hear from her of the problems that confront our associates in China. The com-

own problems of adjustment without undue coercive influence. On the other hand it was interesting and commendable to note that some of the younger members
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were making a frank appeal for guidance and supervision. This was revealed in the course of an interesting
debate on the wisdom of appointing senior counsellors to
whom new appointees may go for advice. The resolution
was put into effect through the support given it by the
vote of the
It is

of

younger members.

not within

my province

to discuss the

many items

business that occupied the attention of the Mission,

the financial reports, the reviews of educational and

work, or the problems of personnel adjustment. These facts and figures may be secured through
the ordinary channels of information at the Board
Rooms. Suffice it to say that while the philosophic attitude of the minute-man and opportunist prevailed, made
mandatory by the general feeling of unrest and uncer-

evangelistic

was no evidence of
discouragement, no uncertain sound to the “reveille,”

tainty that exists everywhere, there

581

conducted by Dr. Oilmans on the shore of the lake at. the
Sabbath sunset hour, a simple sharing of grateful memories and sympathetic fellowship. It was easy to close
the eyes and imagine oneself meditating by the Sea of
Galilee as the Lord and Master of us all broke bread and
distributed it among His followers before sending them
out to carry the good tidings to the world. Thus the
workers in Japan dedicated themselves anew to the
great tasks remaining before them. They were stronger,
more united, more determined than before they came.
They feel keenly the responsibility of representing you
—the Church at home — in one of the most strategic and
important fields of the East. They are proud of their
appointment and appreciative of your confidence. In
the coming year they will give the Kingdom of God in
Japan Ufeitvjjest. God asks for nothing more.

but rather a calm acceptance of reality and a determination to

make every hour count "while

it is

Ordination and Installation at Ulster Park,

yet day.”

The capable executive leadership of Mr. Hoekje, who
as secretary and treasurer of the Mission, has accumulated a vast store of practical and statistical information
during his twenty-five years of service, was continually
in evidence. He will be sorely missed on his furlough
year. The place that he holds in the affection of the
“family” was shown by the presentation of a beautiful
Gladstone bag for use on his homeward journey. The
tactful and gracious handling of all problems of personnel by the Committee on Personnel under the direction of Dr. Stegeman was also a conspicuous feature of
the proceedings from the standpoint of an onlooker.
One of the most helpful and informative sessions of the
conference was that devoted to the six-minute verbal
reports given

by

all

workers on the outstanding im-

pressions and experiences of the year’s

work. These

when put together constitute a remarkable bird’s eye
view of the year’s accomplishments and it would seem

N. Y.

On Thursday

evening,

August 25th, the Classis

of

Ulster ordained Mr. Ralph Harrison Beaumont to the
ministry, and installed him as pastor of the Esopus
Church, at Ulster Park, N. Y. In the absence of the
President of the Classis, Rev. G. J. Wullschleger, who
was on vacation, Rev. John B. Steketee, Stated Clerk,
presided and read the Office of Ordination and Installation.

Mr. Beaumont’s ordination was the second in the history of the Church, the first having taken place on October 5, 1809, when Rev. Jacob R. H. Hasbrouck was ordained. For the past three years Mr. Beaumont has been
acting as pastor, to the satisfaction of the congregation,
and at its session in June General Synod granted him a
dispensation,so that he might become the regularly installed pastor.

The auditorium was comfortably filled
and eleven ministers took part in the

transmission to the

brief re-

at the service,
solemn laying on of hands.
The service opened with an organ prelude, played by

views reveal

mission-

Mrs. Holt N. Winfield, with Mrs. S. T. Van Aken, violin-

advisable that a stenographic report should be

Church at home, for these
the heart and consecration of the

made

for

ary. They are straight from the shoulder, the very last

ist,

word from the front.

of the Choir, Clergy, Candidate and Consistory, the con-

Two other impressions of the Mission Meeting invite
brief comment. First, the social evening when the
“Dutchies” young and old lay dignity aside, and play.

gregation rose and sang a. hymn. The Scripture lesson
was read by Rev. George W. Gulick, pastor of the Associate Reformed Church of Newburgh, N. Y., former pastor of the Esopus Church, and prayer was offered by
Rev. Charles F. Clutter, of the St. James United Presbyterian Church, of Brooklyn, N. Y.
The sermon was delivered by Rev. John B. Steketee,
his subject being "Ye are the Light of the World,” after
which came the Office of Ordination and Installation, and
the signing of the Formula, together with the presentation of the Certificate of Ordination.
The Charge to the Pastor was given by Rev. Cornelius
Van Tol, of the Marbletown Church of Stone Ridge,
N. Y., and that to the congregation by Rev. Wilbur F.
Stowe, Ph.D., of the Church of the Comforter, Kingston,
N. Y. The service was concluded with the benediction,
pronounced by the newly installed pastor, Rev. Ralph
H. Beaumont.

Someone has said, "A man’s ability to play is a measure
of his capacity for work.” If this is so we have some
great workers here in Japan. A sumptuous community
feast in the commodious and hospitable home of Mr.
Moore, President of the Mission, started the proceedings.
Then came the singing of original songs compiled by
Miss Zander and Miss Jean Oilmans, a witty blending of
prophecy and psycho-analysis that brought forth gales
of laughter. A serious touch was then introduced and
incidentally an opportunity for the display of latent histrionic skill by the dramatizing of the Japanese episode
from the Centenary pageant. Even the Japanese servants stood breathless and awed as John DeMaagd,
garbed in the sombre habiliments of Wakasa, a Samurai
warrior, stalked across the stage to seek out the assistance of Dr. Verbeck (in ordinary life Bruno Bruns) in
the translation of a water-soaked Testament so miraculously rescued from the waters of Nagasaki harbor. The
evening ended in a series of original and mirth-provoking
impersonationsof famous and fictitious characters from
American history ranging all the way from Priscilla at
her spinning wheel to a certain effusive Los Angeles
evangelist who scatters smiles and kisses to the winds in
her Gospel Tabernacle.

The

final

impression was of the communion service

accompanying. During the

processional, composed

Think
Of
Of
Of
Of
Of
Of

stepping on shore and finding it heaven,
taking hold of a hand and finding it God’s hand,
breathing new air and finding it celestial air
feeling invigorated and finding it immortality
passing from storm and tempest to unbroken calm
;

;

waking up and finding

it

Home!

(From “Childhood Education,” June,

1928.)

;
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The July-August number of The Missionary Review of the World is given over almost entirely to
the subject of Indian Missions in the United States.

This number should be particularly interesting to
members of our Church, since it contains the following articles:

"American Indians — Pagan and Christian” by
Richard H. Harper.

"The Need for Christian Co-operation” by Rev.
G. Watermulder.
“Are Missions to Indians Effective?” by Rev.
Henry Roe Cloud, so well known to members of the Reformed Church.

Why

There are other articles also, by Indians who have
become leaders among their people.
For all those who are studying the Indian textbook this year, The Missionary Review of the World

(3)
tian

in

Arabia

in Arabia,—

how untrained

and how unfit for its responsibilities!Who is there
to train it? Who is there to inspire the women of Arabia
with high ideals of womanhood and motherhood? Who
is there to ease their hearts from their fears and superstitions? Who will show them how to properly feed and
clothe their children, and give them a chance to live?
Who will teach them the methods of protecting themselves against disease of body and mind and soul? Who
will show them how to train infant feet to walk in the
way they should go, so that when they reach their
maturity they may lead their fellowmen and their country to a realization of powers undreamed of, to a fulfillment of hopes long cherished, and to an acknowledgment
of the King of Kings ? There is no one,— no one but
Missionary.

a privilege is hers, and what a responsibility de-

volves upon this American Woman Missionary! How
does she go about meeting this responsibility? Some of
the Missionary Women devote their time and energy to
teaching girls and young women, pointing them to the
Great Teacher. Some spend their days in the hospital,
diagnosing diseases and alleviating suffering, in the name
of the Great Physician. Some receive callers, and go
calling, carrying with them a message of cheer and comfort to those that are “without Christ and having no
hope in this world.” Others, the wives and mothers,

who

try to

make

of their

homes

a little bit of heaven on

earth, an example to the Arabs of the blessings of Chris-

tianity to

mankind. In those homes the Moslem

sees

the most powerful argument for Christianity that can
be found. He sees that a Christian treats his wife with
respect and love, and that Christian parents train little
children to love God and their neighbor. He finds there
exemplified the teachings of Christ, and he says, “Your
way is better than ours,” while still denying Him who is
the Way.
A Missionary
self to the

Woman must

always be ready to set her-

work which her hand finds to do. There

is

home

How may

it

is,

What

A woman
is

builds a Christian home, and the Chris-

the best apologetic we have for Christianity.

(4) In order to do the best work for the Arab women
a missionary woman must be married, for thus she is
most like them. Arab women, almost without exception,
marry, and to them a single woman is unnatural.

“The hand that rocks the cradle is the hand that rules
the world.” True it is, and true in Arabia as well as in

Woman

Woman

sufficient to support a family.

City, at 25 cents a copy.

The American

should we pay a salary to a Married
Missionary f

work.
(2) A missionary’s salary is just enough to permit him
to live comfortably, and a man’s salary alone is not

Copies may be secured through the Women’s Board
of Domestic Missions, 25 East 22nd Street, New

America. But that hand

1932

Because, (1) “The laborer is worthy of his hire,” and
a woman, though married, gives full-time to missionary

offers a great deal of very interesting information.

A Woman's Work

14,

knock at the door,— a ragged Bedouin woman comes for
some clothing to cover her half-naked body. Or it may
be a townswoman, whose demented husband is dying in
chains, and whose children are starving. Or probably it
is a mother come to plead for intervention in the Court
of Justice. Her son is in prison for stealing, and she
fears they will beat him to death or cut off his hand.
Or it may be someone who wants to learn how to sew,
or how to make her baby well, or someone who just wants
to- talk because she is sad, and her soul hungering. Or
the knock may be the summons to teach a few classes at
the school, or to help in an obstetrical case, or to assist
in the hospital clinic. Yes, a Woman Missionary even
preaches, — preaches in Arabic to the women at the hospital. Is she busy about the Lord’s work, do you ask?
Does she really do missionary work ?

Indian Missions of the U. S.

York

September

a

a married

woman do

active Missionary Work!

She takes into her home an Arab or a Persian boy or
girl, and trains him or her carefully in the care of the
house, and in the care of children, thus giving them
something of inestimable value to themselves. As soon
as they are trustworthy she leaves them in care of the
house, and she goes out to do her active missionary work.

By training these natives to help she
(1) Gives them a means of livelihood.
(2) Gives them a chance to support aged parents,
younger brothers and sisters, and a wife.
(3) Teaches them sanitation and hygiene, and a better
method by which they themselves may live.
(4) Shows them by constant daily living and teaching
what it means to be a Christian.

What kind of work does a married Woman Missionary dot
(1) She acquires a new language, a totally foreign
language,— Arabic,— the most difficult language in all
the world. She learns to read

it,

to write it and to speak

it. Her language requirements are the same as they are
for the men, and single women missionaries.
(2) She makes a home in the wilderness, endeavoring

in a trying climate and amid the depressing circumstances of a lonely life in a Moslem land to keep in
health and happiness her husband, her children and
herself.

(3) She makes calls in all sorts of Arab homes, from
the castle of the Sheikh to the mat hut of the coolie, on
all sorts of women, from the professional Koran reader
to the one who sells herself for gain, helping them and
teaching them, and presenting to them Christ.
(4) She receives callers at her home, proving herself a
friend in need, whether it be need of body, mind or soul.
(5) She teaches classes in the school, and sometimes
she

charge of the school.
(6) She assists in hospital work, clinics, out-calls, or
operations, and sometimes is the only doctor or nurse.
(7) She visits hospital in-patients, and talks witn
is in

them.
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(8) She preaches in Arabic to the

women

INTELLIGENCER

at the hos-

pital clinics.

(9) She teaches

women how

to care for their babies.

^10) She teaches sewing, reading and writing.

She makes friends of little children everywhere,
thus building a foundation upon which she hopes a Christian Church will some day rise.
(12) She tries to keep friends at home in touch with
11

(

)

her work.

(13) She constantly tries to live out the principles
Christ taught, for she is an epistle, ‘‘known and read of
men.”
(14 ) She tries to say, with Paul, “I am made all things
all men, that I might by all means save some.”

all

to

News from the Amoy War Zone
NEWS FROM CHANGCHOW, JULY 10

Latest

(Extracts from a letter by Mr. William Vander Meer)

Some

of the 19th Route

Army, 60th

Division, are here,

Sim had not arrived yesterday. The Changchow Community Hospital is to be his headquarters;
there has been much activity there to get it ready. Most
of the 19th Army troops have been stationed in the villages, so possibly there will be fewer in the city. Mr.
Chan and I called on General Chang (the general who
was driven out by the Communists in April) and asked
him to help Talmage College. He says he is very hard
up, has not even enough food for his men. He gave only
$100 and said that the gate he promised the college
but General

would have to wait.

The residences are being cleaned, but so far only a few
repairs, to gates and doors, are being made. Our own
residence is getting fixed up slowly. I have been here
ten days now and things are just beginning to move in
Talmage College. The carpenters are busy, the gutters
will

be repaired beginning tomorrow, and whitewashing

few days. Three men have albids for the job. Repairing the roof will

should begin within a
ready put in

have to wait until the weather is more certain.

We are

trying to open the college about the middle of August
in

order to

make up some

of last term’s work, but a lot

work remains to be done before that time.
The Boys’ and Girls’ Primary Schools are open. Sunday school was to begin today. Mr. C. T. Chhoa is to
help at the Evangelistic Center this summer and a partial
program has been arranged.
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the ladies’ residence. They may not be moving on so
fast. They will have to use such a station while the
army is up-country. We used some church stones and
built up the two doors from the Girls’ Primary School

We

to the ladies’ residence.

think that for the present
some one ought to stay here right along. Something
new develops every day. These armies are demanding
that the city shall provide for them on their way
through. We hear that the county government has
spent a lot of money to supply them.

LOYALTY OF THE CHANGCHOW MISSIONARIES’

SERVANTS
(By Rev. W. R. Angus)
Unfortunately, the man who got the publicity in American papers as the cook who saved his house from the
Communists by giving them a good meal is the only servant we know of who took advantage of the situation
and stole his employer’s goods. He was arrested while
wearing one of Dr. Busby’s suits.
It is a pleasure to tell about the others. Mr. Renskers'
servants carried two trunks out of the house before the
Communists arrived, but they were discovered by the
latter, opened, and the contents distributed. Mr. Renskers’ coolie later picked up a trunkful of books and
brought them to Amoy. Mr. Vander Meer’s cook hid
pictures, books, and a trunkful of clothes under their
house. Mr. Angus’ cook hid the table silver, the carving
set, and a pewter coffee set under the house. All of
these things were later recovered by us. He also entered
the house soon after the Communists left, picked up several hundred books, and packed them in the emptied
trunks in the trunk room. A woman who sewed for Mrs.
Veenschoten carried from the Veenschoten house with
the help of her family two bookcases, a couch, and some
dishes. Miss Bruce’s cook took her silver to his own
house and later brought it to Amoy. Her house woman
brought her encyclopedia down to Amoy, carrying the
twelve volumes a mile or so during part of the journey.
She thought that they were Bibles!
These acts fill us with gratitude, with joy, — and with
humility.

of

#***#

NEWS FROM CHANGCHOW,
am staying

July 16

Changchow over Sunday because the
19th Route Army really moved into Changchow in force
just the day before we came up. They are now all over
the place. There was a colonel in the Renskers residence when we came up and his regiment was in the
village just below. They move to Lam-cheng at daylight.
At 9:30 another colonel was here, wanting to come in.
in

We put him off with the upper house and the principal’s
house. He also took the classroom building and the
chapel. The Angus and Veenschoten residences are also a
colonel’s headquarters. The 120th Regiment of the 60th
Division moved out on Saturday. The 119th Regiment is
now in the city. The 78th Division is right on their
and will begin to enter as soon as they go. General
Chai (the defender of Shanghai) is now in the city and
has given this army three days to get to Sek-tiong. He
goes with the front line. The local army (General
Chang’s army) is reported to be moving up the North
heels

River to hold that section of the line.

There

is

Assertions and Dry Facts.

a sort of commissary or supply department in

II.

By Georgia Robertson

STATEMENT:
The Eighteenth Amendment

(Extracts from a letter by Rev. H. J. Voskuil)
I

Wet

is

a violation of “States

Rights.”

FACTS:
Before we had National Prohibition a majority of the
states had State Prohibition; but they could not protect
themselves from the wet states unlawfully shipping in
liquor, often just across the state line. Thus it had
been shown the only way to protect the dry majority
of states and the dry areas in others from the wet minority was to have National Prohibition. It was written
into the Constitution by the States themselves ratifying
the Eighteenth Amendment.

Love ever

gives,

Forgives, outlives,

And ever stands
With open hands.

And while

it

lives

It gives.

For this

Love’s prerogative,—
To give- -and give — and give.
is

— John Oxenham.
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s

*
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cases at boom prices could not possibly pay an adequate
return on the investment at such high prices. High
taxes eat up all the returns from an acre at the prices
which prevail for produce at this time. The landowner
who works his own farm works for nothing. The renting
farmer cannot make enough to pay the rent. The farm
laborer can find work at about one-third the wages he
commanded a few years ago, but his employer has no
money with which to pay his wages. Probably no one in
the country regions is on the verge of starvation, but
the situation in some areas is distressing.
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used for raising prices is
impression seems to be that it can not be effectual. The
old law of supply and demand is the only one that can
work effectually to change prices. So long as there is
an abundance of a commodity such that the buyer finds
access to this abundance, then he is certain to buy it as
cheaply as he can. Moreover the surplus that is left
after he buys is what determines the price of the next
shipment that he makes. Much more than this might be
said in similar vein. But, after all that has been said,
the fact remains that the producer is ground to pieces
between the upper and nether millstones of this economic
system. And he fails to find it an enjoyable process.
So he "squawks.” And finding "squawking” ineffectual,
he resorts to direct methods. We may not approve or
condone those direct methods, but we must have some
sympathy with him in his distress. We are "Our
brother’s keeper.” None of us liveth to himself. We all
suffer when the Iowa farmer suffers.

# # # #

A

Point of #teto
By “Studens”

HUNGER KNOWS NO “HOLIDAY”
riTHE caption and the

X

article are inspired

by happen-

ings that are being reported in the newspapers daily.

According to such reports grim and determined farmers
are picketing the roads leading into some of the western
cities with the object of turning back from market food
and dairy products that are being taken into these cities
for sale. The "Farmers’ Holiday” is being promoted in
several areas, the hope being that by the withholding of
produce from the market, prices will be raised to a level
at which the farmer can afford to produce them. This
direct action is intended to serve this purpose. According to the reports it appears to have accomplished something in the Sioux City, Iowa, area, particularly with
reference to the price of milk. Prices of other commodities seem, on the other hand, to have slumped somewhat.

*****

The press reports, at the time of this writing, indicate
that the picketing farmers are determined and grim.
They more than hint at the idea of force of arms if necessary. They talk in terms of “fight,” with weapons.
Just whom they will fight no one seems to know. A
vague group designated as “They,” “Wall Street,” etc.,
is the nearest to definiteness that the threat comes.

*****

Before criticism of them becomes too strong, let it be
remembered that there has been plenty of aggravation
if not reason for such an attitude. Land bought in some

whether the method
an effectual one. The general

practical question is as to

#

quite different thing is the agitation which the Am-

erican Legion is making for immediate payment of the
bonus in cash. Already over thirty of the State conventions of the American Legion have instructed their delegates to the national convention at Portland, Oregon, in
September, to vote to demand it from the national government. The vote to so instruct has been taken in some
of the State conventions by methods that are to be expected only from an uncontrollable mob and not from a
body of intelligent men. Thpse who would have debated
in opposition to the motion have been howled down and
their voices drowned in catcalls and hissings. If the reports in the papers of these conventions can be trusted,
then we do not believe that the action represents the
reasoned judgment of the better element of the American
Legion. There are plenty of potent arguments against
the payment of the bonus in cash at this time. The
economic situation, the financial disaster sure to follow
on the issuance of fiat money, the fact that justice has
been done the ex-service men by the granting of a paidup insurance to mature in 1945 and the fact that all
cases of actual disability are being taken care of, -what
can one say against such things? The American Legion
conventions showed that nothing can be said against
them, that argument had failed, — when they howled and
booed. This is always the method of futility, when argu-

ments

fail.

*****

But we suspect that the hunger argument was again
the powerful one. Without doubt, many ex-service men
are out of work. Probably many of these are too proud
to ask for charity. They would rather live in the meanest kind of hovels during a siege of the National Congress, enduring hardships equal to those of war without
the fighting than to go around seeking an opportunity
(Continued on page 585)
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Summer Preachers at Cleveland Church.— Calvary
Church, of Cleveland, Ohio, was fortunate in having the
following ministers occupy the pulpit in the vacation of
the pastor, Rev. Oliver G. Droppers, during August:
Rev. D. T. Neeley, of Cleveland; Rev. G. Flikkema, of

Grand Rapids, Mich.; Rev. S. C. Nettinga, D.D., and Rev.
Winfield Burggraaff, both of Holland, Mich. Elder Wm.
Sniggers is chairman of the pulpit supply committee.

Bride

Coming to Minaville Church. The

Florida
Church, Minaville, N.Y., which recently called Rev. Russell M. Damstra, as successor to Rev. Franklin J. Hinkamp, is to have the pleasure of welcoming a bride to
the parsonage. Mr. Damstra is on his vacation and will
be married while away, and when he returns will bring
his bride with him.
Sprakers Church Honors Summer Supply. Mr. Earl
Compton, of New Brunswick Seminary, who has been
supplying the pulpit of the Sprakers, N. Y., Church during the summer vacation, was tendered a farewell party
on the completion of his engagement in the latter part
of August. The party was a surprise to Mr. Compton,
and a pleasant time was enjoyed by all. As a mark of
esteem the people presented him' with a Bible.

Two

Centuries

N. Y., Church, Rev.
celebrating the

Dr. George Schnucker Improving.— A recent report
states that the condition of Rev. George Schnucker, D.D.,
now of Parkersburg, Iowa, is considerably improved, and
that by the aid of crutches he is able to move about the
house. The skin eruption has been subdued, and if all
goes well he hopes to be able to preach again within a
few months. His many friends will rejoice at such a
prospect.

Happy Parents in Japan.— Information has been received of the safe arrival at Tsu, Japan, of Adele Ann
Bovenkerk, on August 26th, the daughter of Rev. and
Mrs. Henry G. Bovenkerk, of the Presbyterian Japan
Mission. Mr. Bovenkerk is the son of Rev. John Bovenkerk, of the First Church of Muskegon, Michigan, and
Mrs. Bovenkerk is the daughter of Rev. John Ossewaarde,
of Zeeland, Michigan. When Mr. Bovenkerk offered himself to the Board of Foreign Missions as a missionary
the Board was unable to accept him by reason of the lack
of funds, but the Presbyterians were glad to use him.
Hence he is in Japan under Presbyterian auspices. We
congratulate the parents over in Japan, and we congratulate the grandparents here at home. When the two
Johns meet there will be many notes to compare.

Middleburg,

Death of Keyport Pastor’s Wife — Word came to the
editorial office on Friday, September 2nd, of the death

R. Buitendorp, pastor, has been

of Mrs. Reynolds, wife of Rev. F. T. B. Reynolds, pastor

at Middleburg.— The
W.
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two hundredth anniversary of

its or-

ganization. Middleburg seems to have been one of the
very earliest places in Schoharie County to be settled,
for it was founded in 1712, and eight years later its first
missionary pastor was established. On the significant
date of February 22, 1732, the first Consistory was
formed, and the first building erected, — the first such
building in the Schoharie valley. On October 17, 1780,
it was burned to the ground by Johnston and Brant during their historic raid through the valley. Six years
later the present stone structure was erected. The bicentennial celebration opened on Sunday, August 21,
with a union service of the three local churches, presided
over by Rev. Geo. Z. Collier, who for twenty years was
the pastor. The main address was given by Judge F.
Walter Bliss, an elder of the Church. On Thursday
evening, August 25th, a bi-centennial dinner was given
in the Richfield Inn, with Dr. F. M. Potter, of the Board
of Foreign Missions, as the principal speaker. At the
conclusion of the dinner a pageant was presented, written by Mr. Chauncey Rickard, entitled “The Church
Triumphant.” It showed the historical scenes of the
planning of the church, the ordination of the first pastor, and the dedication of the first building, the baptism
of a group of Indians, and the burning of the first structure. Later scenes depicted the erection of the present
building and events of interest up to the present. A
motion picture of all the events of the celebration has
been taken, which is to be stored in the church safe as a
record for future generations. In honor of the commemoration the entire front of the church building was
hidden beneath a thick mass of evergreens, in which the
three dates, 1732, 1786, and 1932 were interwoven in
white immortelles. Over all, underneath the apex of the
eaves, was the coat of arms, woven from immortelles.

of the Keyport, N. J., Church, after a long and trying
illness. The sympathy of all Mr. Reynolds’ wide circle
of ministerial and other friends will go out to him in
this sorrow. He himself has been severely ill, but at
last accounts was recovering.

Wisconsin Mission

Fest.

—

The annual Mission Fest

of the Classis of Wisconsin was held at Alto, Wis., on
Thursday, August 25th. From an account in the Fon Du
Lac paper it appears to have been as successful as ever.
Rev. J. H. Kregel, pastor of the Alto Church, presided.
The speakers were Rev. S. C. Nettinga, D.D., of the
Western Seminary, who gave two addresses, one in Holland and one in English, on “Christian Education,” Rev.
Fred De Jong, of McKee, Kentucky, representing the
W. B. D. M., who spoke on the work among the Kentucky
mountain people, Rev. Bernard Rottschaefer, of India,
and Rev. H. Poppen, of China, who represented the Board

of Foreign Missions. Choirs of the various churches
gave the musical selections. The offering received for
missions amounted to nearly $300, to which the net proceeds of the canteen will be added.

The Point of View
(Continued from page 584)
enough to live on. They have the mistaken idea
that the government owes them a living. They have forto earn

gotten that the obligation of citizenship is to support the
government, not to be supported by the government.

*****

When are Americans to learn less of individualism and
more of co-operation? When they have learned the
meaning

of Christian brotherhood.
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groups of every community throughout the world. These
small groups have the tremendous task of eradicating
that spirit of prejudice and intolerance which is so detri-

Vacation School at Mellenville, N. Y.

mental to a complete understanding between them.

It

only when such a step is taken first and these groups
begin to feel themselves to be "one in Christ Jesus” that
unity between the great denominations which they represent will have opportunity of making headway.
For this reason it is always pertinent to ask the question, “What can the small community do towards church
unity today?” Unless we ask that of ourselves repeatedly we are apt to slump and become content with any
little progress we have made in that direction.
In trying to answer this question a person thinks immediately of union services which can be held on Armistice Day, Thanksgiving Day and other national holidays,
since they have become quite customary throughout the
United States. There is no question that they are of
great value in cementing friendly relations and should
never be neglected. They are, however, only a step
toward unity. Their chief appeal is to patriotism and
those who come to them are far more apt to come as
citizens than as members of the church. For this reason
they would far better be called community affairs than
church affairs. Their value, therefore, so far as church
unity is concerned, lies simply in the fact that they are
an opening wedge to something deeper and more significant. The same is true of any community project in
which the churches co-operate. It is only when Christians of varying points of view begin to worship and
work together as representativesof their churches that
they grow towards a real unity.

is

The

Mellenville, N. Y., Church, Rev. Martin

Hoeksema,

pastor, has completed its three weeks’ session of a Vaca-

Church School, with an average attendance of sixtyeight. The volunteer teaching staff was composed of
Mrs. A. Jones, Mrs. M. Hoeksema, Mrs. W. Poucher, Mrs.
C. A. Miller, Mrs. W. Miller, Mrs. A. Miller, Mrs. W. Zellmer, and Mrs. P. Hamm; Miss A. Wolf, Miss I. Moore,
Miss W. Bishop, and Miss E. Pultz, with Messrs. F. Abele
and G. Schutts. All expenses were met by the offerings
which were received each day. The school closed with a
program for the parents and friends of the children. A
display of articles made by the scholars during the
periods devoted to handwork was arranged in the basement of the church.
tion

A

Small

Town and Church Unity

By Rev. Harold Hinrichs,
(Rector of St. John's P. E. Church, Boonton, N.

of

J.)

(The following article appeared in the July 9th issue
The Churchman, the well-known Episcopal paper pub-

lished in

New York City.

Editorially the

comment

is

that it is “a striking description of what has been done

in his community in interchurch co-operation.” There
seems to be much food for thought in this narrative of
what has happened in Boonton, where, it will be remembered, the Reformed Church is in charge of Rev. Charles
L. Palmer.)

REAT

VJ

world conferences such as have been held

in

recent years to further the cause of unity in Chris-

tendom can accomplish much. They can foster that attitude of mind growing among many Christians of all denominations which appreciates that Christendom is not
really living according to the spirit of its Master until it
has put its house in order and is dwelling at unity. Furthermore, they can awaken mankind to the fact that, although it may be impossible to have a uniformity of worship, or even of belief, it is possible f6r Christians to
live together in unity if they have a desire to do so.
Such conferences, however, can never actually bring a
united Christendom into being, even if they should legislate to that effect. No one will adhere to rules and regulations of this sort until they believe in them. Before a
formal step can be taken Christians must first dwell together in unity and “behold, how good and joyful a thing
it is.” When they do that there will be little need for

legislation.
We

*

can see, then, if the idea of a united Christendom
is to be more than a beautiful dream, individual Christians must fjp inspired to believe in it and desire it. Because this /s true, the main responsibility for making
this great ideal a reality rests upon the individual church

At least so the churches in the small town of Boonton,
N. J., have discovered. For some years they co-operated
more or less together in patriotic union services without
much sense of unity. Then in 1928 it occurred to them
that as long as Christians could worship together as
citizens of a community there was no reason why Christians could not worship and work together as Christians.

With

this thought in

mind they developed a

series of

projects during the succeeding years which have brought

them closer and closer together in a bond of peace and
fellowship.

The

first project

was a

during the

Week

service on

Sunday evening

series of union services held

of Prayer. This week

was begun

by a

at the Methodist church, at

which the Episcopal minister preached and the Reformed
and Presbyterian ministers took part in the service.
During the week following, prayer meetings were held,
first in one church, then in another, etc. This experiment proved so fruitful that it has become the custom
to keep the Week of Prayer together every year since
that time.

The following July

all the Protestant churches

co-

operated in having a Daily Vacation Bible School. Before that time there had already been a school of this
sort, sponsored chiefly by the Presbyterian church. It
was not difficult, therefore, to start it. To bring it into
being a committee was formed in April, consisting of two
representatives from each one of the churches. This
committee raised funds, selected teachers and decided
on the curriculum with the help of the pastors. The
school proved to be a great success. There was a fairly
large average attendance and children from every denomination including Roman Catholics made use of it,
with the consequence that it, too, has become a yearly
institution.

By this time there existed a feeling of friendliness between the churches which had never existed before.
Their co-operation with each other had created such a
sense of brotherhood that the following spring they were
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which brought them nearer the goal
of unity than any previous one. That Lent the pastors
co-operated in celebrating Holy Week together and have
done so ever since. On Maundy Thursday evening everyone was invited to the Reformed Church for a union
communion service. At this service all the ministers
took part. There was perhaps no service ever held in
the community which touched the hearts of those who
came to it as this one did. The following day, Good Friday, everyone was invited to the Episcopal Church for
the Three Hour service. At this the rector was assisted
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^acly f°r a Pr°ject

More Than One

in

Four

of our churches failed last year to

make any

•

•

contribution to the Board of Education. Let us
take away that reproach this year.

upon

A CONTRIBUTION FROM EACH CHURCH

seven last words of our Lord.
Perhaps one of the most interesting projects in which

THIS YEAR FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

by all the pastors in giving a series of meditations
the

the

churches of Boonton have co-operated took place last

a meeting was held of all their
governing bodies to discuss ways and means for deepening the spiritual life of the community. The discussion
was led by one of the vestry of the Episcopal church and
all the men present expressed their views. It is of interest to note that this group came to the conclusion
that this could best be accomplished through prayer.
The consequence was that every morning at 7 :30 A. M.
from November 15 through the Week of Prayer, which
came the first week in January, the church bells were
rung as a call to prayer and all the people of the community were asked to pray for the churches of Boonton
and the spread of Christ’s kingdom in the community.
fall. Early in October

As a result of this meeting, furthermore, the governing boards co-operated in printing a weekly bulletin containing the program and services of all the churches and
a short sermonette written by each of the pastors in
turn. This was delivered with the Suriday papers. The
joy of this project lay in the fact that the Roman Catholic and Slavish Catholic priests both co-operated. The
announcement of their Masses was found on the same
page as that of the Protestant churches. These leaflets,
however, were short-lived, since they proved too expensive for

these times of depression.

From all this, we can see that a small community can
do something toward the cause of church unity. Perhaps there is nothing unusual in what these churches
have done. It is very likely that all of their projects
have been tried elsewhere to good advantage. Nevertheless, they are a witness to the fact that churches
which attempt to work together in harmony will find
themselves growing closer and closer to their Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Wedding

Bells in Far

Japan

BOARD OF EDUCATION,
25 East 22nd

Street

R. C. A.

New York,

N. Y.

and Jack Ter Borg, as train bearers. A narrow white
carpet was stretched down one of the paths leading into
the garden at the back of the hotel. Under the trees
nearby was a piano on which Dr. H. C. Osram played the
wedding music. Just before the procession of the bridesmaids Mrs. Paul Eckel, accompanied by Dr. Osram, sang
'O Perfect Love.’ As the strains of the wedding march
drifted out beneath the trees the bridal procession
started, and the bridesmaids

came into the garden

made

a pretty sight as they

in fluffy pale pink

gowns and wide

hats, carrying armfuls of pink roses.

"The bride came down the

aisle

on the arm of her

father, the Rev. Dr. S. M. Erickson. She was lovely and

ethereal in a sweeping white satin gown, with a filmy
veil caught to her hair by a wreath of white flowers,
and she carried a bouquet of white lilies and roses. Her
dress was simple and becoming, made with a lace top to
the wide satin skirt and a white satin jacket over the
lace with graceful circular ruffles at the sleeves.

"The bridesmaids’ dresses formed a charming contrast
to the snowy white attire of the bride. They were of
pink silk tissue, wdth long full skirts trimmed with rows
of tiny ruffles, and the little cape effects forming a suggestion of short sleeves were also trimmed with ruffles.

Their hats were of thin transparent natural colored
straw, trimmed with clusters of pink flowers under the
brims and bows of narrow pink satin ribbon. The two
little train bearers wore white suits with long trousers.
Mrs. Erickson, the mother of the bride, wore a becoming afternoon gown of shell pink crepe de chine with a
corsage of pink roses.

The Tokyo, Japan, English language paper, the Japan
Advertiser, of Sunday, July 17th, gives a lengthy account of the wedding, at Karuizawa, on Friday, July 15,
of Miss Edith Erickson and Rev. Barnerd Luben, who is
a member of the Japan Mission of the Reformed Church.
The bride is the daughter of Rev. and Mrs. S. M. Erickson, missionaries of the Southern Presbyterian Church,
and for the past three years she has been teaching music
at the Canadian Academy. She was born in Japan, and

graduated from the Canadian Academy, afterwards
going to Flora McDonald College, in North Carolina,
from which she graduated with the degree of Bachelor
of Music. Mr. Luben has been in Japan a little more
than a year, having graduated from the Western Seminary and gone immediately to Japan, where he is teaching in Meiji Gakuin, Tokyo.
"The wedding ceremony was a very pretty affair, with
six of the bride’s girlhood friends as bridesmaids, her
sister as maid of honor, and two tiny lads, Stanley Tench
t

“The wedding ceremony was performed by the Rev.
G. R. Tench, who is President of the Canadian Academy,
where Miss Erickson has been teaching music for the
past three years.”

The groomsman was Rev. John DeMaagd, who was
married in Karuizawa last summer, with Mr. Luben as
his best man. At the conclusion of the summer vacation
Mr. and Mrs. Luben will live in Tokyo, where Mr. Lpben
will go on with his

work

in Meiji

Gakuin.

If Radio’s slim fingers can pluck a

melody

from night

And

toss it o’er continent or sea

;

If the soft-petaled notes of a violin

Are blown o’er a mountain or a
Then how can mortals wonder
If

city’s din,

God hears prayer.
— Unknown.
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WOMEN'S BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS
There is a most helpful section

The Sunday School and
Domestic Missions
TViANY

pastors and Sunday school superintendents are increasingly taking the point of view that the missionary
enterprise is the practical working out
of the principles of Christianity, and
therefore to be regarded as the spirit

animating the whole program of

reli-

gious education. Such a viewpoint assumes that missions is a vital and integral part of the whole Sunday school program — and should therefore be given
adequate consideration when plans for

the year are

made. How

different

is

this attitude from that which regards
missions as an extra or optional subject
in the Sunday school — something to be
taught if a few minutes can be spared
for it!

For some time the ministers of our
Church have recognized the growing need
for an adequate program of missionary
education in our Sunday schools and
have asked that such be prepared. The
Boards of Domestic Missions, as a feature of the Fiftieth Birthdav of the

Women’s Board of Domestic

for

Mrs. Clayton Eulette in her evening
leaders suggesting worsnip services, in- lecture reminded us of our Christian
teresting methods which may be used in citizenship obligations. At one of 0ur
presenting the projects, activities that Missionary Teas a representative of the
may be carried on during the week, ways Chicago Bible Society told of their gloriof sharing with others, discussion ques- ous work. In this way the homeland, -as
tions, dramatics and good reading books well as the foreign fields, was brought
for this age. Many suggestions are also to us by means of lecture, sermon, study
given for effective use of the map.
books, dramatics, and story and song
during
all the week.
For Junior and Intermediate Department teachers who wish to spend more
The Sunday services were very imtime on the American Indians, there is pressive with Doctor Stephen J. Corey
being prepared a series of six lessons on as speaker both morning and evening.
the work of our own Church among the Miss Janet Gilbery gave a course in deIndians. These lessons can be used in votional methods and materials, which
the regular class period.
we are sure will be used by all groups,
For the Senior Department ami older as the need for just such material had
members of the Sunday school t the study been felt for some time. Miss Nora Darbooks and courses on the American In- nell, leader in boys’ and girls’ work, gave
dian prepared by the Missionary Educa- fine material for Junior Methods and
tion Movement will be available and will Story-telling.
supply teachers with up-to-the-minute
The vesper services, in charge of Mrs.
material on Indian life and missionary
Taft, were always well attended. The
work.
young women sponsored a beautiful Galilean Vesper Service the last evening.

Winona Summer School

of

Missions

Missions,

It has been most interesting to read
are publishing special missionary educathe
accounts of the different conferences
tion programs for Primary and Beginners and for Juniors and Intermediates. and schools of missions. May we add
This material is so planned that it may to the list Winona School of Missions,
be used each Sunday during any six the second oldest school, located near

weeks of the year, in which case the Chicago in Northern Indiana, well-known
months of November and December are as the home of Billy Sunday?
suggested; or on one Sunday a month
The registrationthis year was below
for half a year, beginning preferably that of other years, but the enthusiasm
in the early fall. It may easily be adapt- and interest were the same as always.
ed for use in the ungraded Sunday school The earnestness and sincerity of the
by choosing classes or individuals of the women and girls in applying themselves
correct age and allowing them to work to their class work was most unusual,
through the projects and present them, fully appreciated by the faculty.
perhaps, for the entire school.
Winona might be considered an adult
There is a nominal charge for these school. Many of those attending the
materials, but sample copies will be sent school were leaders in their particular
to those who wism to examine them. denominations, going out of Winona to
Please write to the Women’s Board of teach in their own denominational schools
Domestic Missions, making your request. and elsewhere.
For Primary and Beginners — “Our
Our own Doctor Stauffer, of New
American Friends” contains six sugges- Brunswick, New Jersey, had the Bible
tive programs dealing with the American Hour. His early morning message each
Indians, Mountain folk, the Italian and day truly fitted us for our day’s work
Japanese people in America, our near in a most inspiring and heartening way.
neighbors in Mexico, Negro Americans, Later in the morning he presented the
and our migrant workers in fields and study books, “Lady Fourth Daughter”
canneries. For the teacher there are and “Living Issues in China.” His lecsuggestions for appropriate worship ser- tures on Mission Fundamentals were invices, the lesson story, handwork, sample structive and enlightening. The coming
dramatics, sharing projects, a workers’ of Doctor Stauffer to the Winona Conlibrary, and week-day activities.
ference was very fortunate and indeed
The map which appears on the oppo- proved to be a blessing.
site page has been prepared for use in
The work on Home Missions this year
all departments of the Sunday school. was of special interest to the Reformed
By means of it the children may take Church delegates since our own denomifascinating trips to the Domestic Mis- nation had such a splendid and successsion fields of our Church and become ac- ful work among the Indians. Mrs. Paulquainted with other members of God’s us, the leader who presented so ably the
family living in our country.
study book “Facing the Future in Indian
For Juniors and Intermediates — The Missions” for women and “Indian Ameritextbook, “Missionary Worship Pro- cans” for young women, in no uncertain
grams” suggests programs for six weeks, way told us of our responsibilities to
each dealing with one of the themes men- our Indian neighbor.
tioned above in the Primary section.
Three home missionaries representing
These programs are arranged for use work among the Negroes in Mississippi,
during the class period, but suggestions the Indians in Wisconsin and lepers in
are given for adapting it to use during Louisiana brought to our attention the
the opening devotional period.
need of these folks in our own land.

The women were asked to join them.
Mrs. Rodeheaver had invited the girls
to meet at her home, “Rainbow Point,”
for this service. As we sat by the water
watching the sunset, a rowboat rounded
the curve with a group of girls singing.
As we listened to the sweet song, and
they neared the shore, someone quietly
anchored their boat. One of them stood
up and read a short passage of Scripture, another in a most effective way
told the story of Peter and the other
fishermen, another offered prayer, then
all sang

a hymn. This same

person

loosed the boat, and they rowed away,
singing “Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me.” We

sat spellbound while the boat glided
awav. As we listened to the sweetness
of the song, the quiet swish of the oars
in the water, we felt so very close to
this Galilean, this Jesus to Whom we
had consecrated ourselves anew.

The banquet, taken care of by
young women, carried out the

the

idea of

world service. We can only mention the
Missionary Teas where we socially came
together, met old friends, and made new

ones over a cup of tea, the lovely tea
the girls gave at the hotel, the picnic
supper for the girls, the boat ride around
the lake, the serenade, the real Chinese
dinner at John’s, our Chinese friend, and
many more delightful gatherings, all
tending to bring about a closer fellowship among us, and above all making us
more willing to be used in the Master’s
service.

Sena Powell Muilenburg.
TEN

N

ENT

COLLEGE

--

Approved college of Christian Education

for

women. Supervised by Synod

of Pa., Presb. Ch.,
U. S. A., and Eastern Synod. Ref’d Ch. in U. S.
Four year course. B.R.E. degree. Trains for
vocational service. Thorough college education,
thoroughly Christian, for non-vocational students. Inclusive charge, $400. Scholarship loans.
Write for catalog.
President Clinton H. Gillingham, 1 126 Spruce St.. Phila.,P*-

LORAINE
At the

BEACH

No. 1 Ocean Pathway, Ocean
Grove, N. J. Full ocean view.
Run., water. Table a feature.
Phone 5196. F. W. ROHLAND
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Responsibility for the

mHE editorial in the Christian Intelligencer of July
X 27th, on "The Closed Church,” causes me to write
this article.

When I went to my first charge, the Consistory said,
"We close our church during August.” Since it was the

1932

die General &t>nob
of

only church in the place, and since some people came to
visit there during August, I could not see the reason for
closing. So I preached each Sunday in August, and took
my vacation afterwards. When I went to my second
church the officers said, “We close our church one Sunday
while it is being cleaned.” I felt sure that the building
could be cleaned in one week, and said so, and made it a
point to be on the field on tl\e Sunday when the church
was generally closed. Neither church was closed dur-

my

14,

Closed Church

By Rev. Wiluam Louis Sahler

ing

September

1932
wrote

records:—

"The whole Church feels the

keenest

regret that 21f> of our churches made
no contribution to the Disabled Ministers’

Fund.

“When we

reflect

on the

lasting good

Fund is doing, it is difficult to understand how any church can neglect
to make a proper contribution to it.”
tins

pastorates.

Perhaps, I am wrong, but I believe that the pastor is
largely responsible for the closed church. My experiences in supplying the pulpits of churches during my
vacations confirms this.
Once I supplied the pulpit of a church which had 850
members. About 90 people were present, and one of the
officials said, “On Labor Sunday we close up everything,
even the Sunday school.” The pastor of this church was
given a vacation of two months, and he was far away
in some other land. On another occasion I supplied the
pulpit of a church which had a membership of 430, and
certainly 860 people were present, or twice the membership. The wife of the elder who entertained us at dinner
remarked: "On the first Sunday of September we have
the big crowd. All the people cannot get into the church,
for many of the young people come back to visit their

011 its

jfltmsters’ Jfunb
of the Reformed Church in America

25 EAST 22nd STREET.

NEW YORK

humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn
from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven,
and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land." One
of America’s great sins is the desecration of the Sabbath

and the slighting of the Lord’s Day by people who

call

themselves Christians.

parents, and come to church.” The pastor of this church

took a vacation of three weeks.
I believe the pastor should take a vacation. I have
taken too few of them, but do we modern ministers find
such little joy in telling others about Jesus, the world’s
only Saviour, and the only hope of humanity, that we

and rest for weeks or months’ If so, we
differ too much from Peter and John, who, after spending the first night in prison, said to the Jewish court
when told not to speak in the name of Jesus, "We cannot
but speak the things we have seen and heard.” Do we
not enjoy meeting our fellow-Christiansin such a way
that we find refreshment in telling them what we have
found in Jesus?
We ministers of today must think carefully of our example, as I learned from the following example. Many
Lutheran ministers have a very heavy schedule up to
Easter, and so do all ministers who make Lent and Holy
Week the time for the ingathering of members and the
enrichment of the spiritual life. The President of one
wing of the Lutheran Church told me that nearly every
Lutheran minister goes away from his pulpit on the
Sunday following Easter. I thought this a good idea,
and followed their example until it dawned on my dull
mind that multitudes of Christians stopped worshiping
God in His temple after Easter. Whose example were
they following, in part at least ? Hence, I have been in
my pulpit always on the Sunday after Easter, and for
the few following Sundays too. If I must secure some
rest, let it come when my example will not hinder my
must be

silent,

fellow Christians.

We American Christians are

slighting the Lord’s Day,

and straying in many cases from the primary purpose of
that day to worship God in His House. Who will lead
the sheep back into the fold of worship in the temple, if
not the undershepherds of Christ? God said to Solomon, (II Chronicles 7:14,) "If my people . . . shall

The Normal and the Abnormal
We

are passing through unusual times, far from normalcy. Too many of the followers of the Lord are wearing mourning these days, and are spiritually depressed.
There is a passage in the Scriptures about trouble and
trials fleeing away. There is no virtue in a long face.
It takes abrasion to smooth out the rough spots. Here
is a man who is desperate because his shoes have worn
to their uppers and he has no means to repair them. But
when he meets a man minus feet his face brightens with
the joy of possession. There is something repulsive to
us in a field of stumps. We had rather have that field
yield a harvest of wheat. Stumps are abnormal, wheat
is normal.
So many things today are abnormal, more than usual,
but unemployment, hunger and nakedness are among the
abnormalities of life, and we ought to get rid of them,

and

and peace and contentment be unconfined.
Yet, lest we forget, remember that only as we fellowship
with the Son of God can we be truly normal, since sin
and Satan are the
W. N. P. D.
let joy

abnormal.

Death

— Ministerial and other friends
Strauss, pastor of the Church at Har-

of Pastor’s Wife.

of Rev. Preston F.

lingen, N. J., will regret to learn that he lost his wife by

death on August 9th. Mrs. Strauss died, following an
operation, on Tuesday, August 9th, in Somerset Hospital, Somerville, N. J. The funeral was held in the church
on Friday, August 12th, Rev. Henry Hotaling, of Millstone, officiating. A large and sorrowing body of friends
and relatives attended the service. Mrs. Strauss is survived by her aged parents, who live in Lancaster County,
Penna., her husband and two children, Philip P- F*
Strauss and Mrs. Helen Cruser.
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of the wealth of the people. If it is a
crime for the banker to misappropriate,
to misapply or misuse the funds of the
depositors, is it not #s great a crime for
the Christian to fail in his trusteeship
of the trust of God? The owner of the
sheep owns the wool. The owner of the

Educational Institutions

NEW BRUNSWICK
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
FOUNDED 17M

cow owns the milk. The owner of the
hen owns the egg. The owner of the
child of God owns all that the child possesses and demands that a certain pro-

Ykak 1PS2-S3 BWINS SKriKMitBR 21

portion of the child’s possessions be given

FACULTY

to

H. Havfn. D.D ............. Old Tistommt
John W. B«trdaUe. Jr.. rh.I)..D D., New Tftammt
Edwanl S. Worc«*»ter.D.D. . Syntrmatie Tktology
fhegdore Floyd Bay let, D.D. . Practical Thaologu
Milton J. Hoffman. D.D ......... Church History
William A. Weber. D.D ..... Heltgioug Educatum
Louie H. Holden. Ph.D., D.D ..... English Bible
W. H. S. Demareet. D.D..LL.I).. Constitution,K.C.A.
Milton T. Stauffer. D.D.. F.R.G.S ....... Atissiont
Juitin William* ..................... Elocution

Him regularly. Are we honest with

God in the use we make of His property?
— Wn tch man F xam tier.
-

i
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Benevolent Societies

S

t

THE AMERICAN SEAMEN’S
FRIEND SOCIETY
Organizi'd 1828

Incorporatini 1833

The only American undenominationalSociety
doing welfare work for camen in aixteen affiliated and co-operatingRtationn in Japan, Europe.
South America and the United State*.
Loan Librarie* ($26) for crews at sea placed
on vessels laillng from New York.

Shipwreckedand destitute seamen aided.

PUBLISHES

the "Sailors’

Magazine” ($1.00).

SUPPORTED

by contributions and legacies.
Winchester Noyes. President; George Sidney

.

.

A Crazy Suggestion

Webster. D.D., Secretary.
Clarence C. Pinnco, Treasurer. 72 Wall Street.
New York, to whom contributionsmay he sent.

“Brother” Dan Brummitt of the
Northu'edtem Christian Advocate so

characterizes the suggestion to re-establish the beer trade. He comments as
LIBRARY- 62.000 VOLUMES
follows: “If a resurrected beer trade
John C. Van Dyke. L.H.D.. LL.D ..... Librarian
Edward S. Worcester, D.D. . /leeoriat# Librarian should put a million men to work, what
else would it do?”
That million men would have to he
B D and Tii.M. DEGREES
paid at least a billion dollars a year in
Conferred by Rutirere Univereity
wages, nearer two billion if they got a
very moderate living wage.
Addreae Dr. W. H. S. Demareet. President
The stuff made and handled by a milNew Rrunewiek. N. J.
lion men would cost its consumers not
less than three billion dollars.
The brewers would make, say, a quarter of a billion dollars in dividends and
CENTRAL COLLEGE
other profits.
PELLA. IOWA
The consumers of the beer would be
no better off than if they had paid their
Founded 1863
money for so much sour water.
Their wives and children and their
homes would be short by three billion
An Institution of the dollars of the food, clothes and furniture they would otherwise have been
Reformed Church able to enjoy.
The government would have a few
in America
hundred millions more revenue, from

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY
(Organized 1826)

.

Since

191(1

Aims to be thoroughly Christian in all its departments.

College

Library
formed Church

I

Christian Literature In 60 languages.
DistributedInst year 5.685,879 pieces of literature where the need was greatest.
The Society is vigorouslycounteracting the oriraniied and increasing atheistic assaults on the
Christian faith, especially among our new Americans.

WILL YOU HELP by a personal Donation, by
a bequest in your Will, by the purchase of Annuity Bonds?
Donations and inquiries should be sent to 7
West 45th Street. New York City.

NEW YORK SABBATH
COMMITTEE
(

Incorporat'd)

Organized 1857

Incorporated 1884
Ix>cal. National and International. Secures, defends and enforces wholesome Sunday laws with
the privilege of worship for everybody.
millions
Its literature includes more than a hundred titles

A four year ColleRe. offering
eoureee in Liberal Arte, leading to B A.. B.S.. ami B Mue.
degre« e.
The

The century-old and approved agency of the
Churches for the publicationand circulation of

Solicits students from Reamiliee both East and West.

Write to

beer taxes, and a few hundred
less revenue from general merchants, besides a periodical.
Supported by voluntary contributions.
manufacturers,importers and traders.
Address correspondence and remittance to THE
The three billion dollars which put NEW YORK SABBATH COMMITTEE. Room 231.
one million men to work in the beer Bible House. New York City.
Officers: Chairman. Charles F. Darlington;
trade would be taken out of the general Treasurer. E. Francis Hyde; Secretary, Duncan
business channels, and might easily de- McMillan.
MEMBERSHIP represents the various denommiprive another million men of the jobs
nations. Catholic and Protestant.
they now have.
If any brother has a suggestion for
restoring prosperity which assays more
lunacy to the long ton than does this
.1

million-men-in-the-beer-business, the psychiatrists are looking for him. The com-

REV. JOHN WESSELINK. D.D.. President
Pella, Iowa

munity

is

not safe while he is at large.

For This

I

Pray

By Scottie McKenzie

Frasier

O. Lord,
(iive

Are Christians Honest?

The "Christian Lite"

Ry H. W. Tiffany,
All Christians profess to love Christ?
Do all Christians prove their love for
the Lord in their daily lives? Is it seen
in the use of the person and the purse?
Christian possessions are entrustments
from God for extending His kingdom and
proclaiming His truth until His will is

done in the hearts of

men here as

because Christian
are withholding from
God entrusted to these
for their

men and women
them the funds
men and women

support. The Christian’s pos-

sessions are as

much

trust funds of

—
SUNDAY SCHOOL
—

of

LITERATURE
QUARTERLIES and PAPERS

in

heaven. God has given His children
ample funds for carrying forward every
enterprise and supporting every institution in His program of world redemption. This being true, if any of these
institutions or enterprises lack funds,
it is

Series

God

deposits are trust funds, and
tne Christian is as truly a trustee of
God s wealth as the banker is a trustee

Following

INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM
S. S.

me work

to do.

Give me health.
Give me joy in simple things.
Give me an eye for beauty,
A tongue for truth,
A heart that loves,
A mind that reasons,
A sympathy that understands,
(live me neither malice nor envy;
But a true kindness

&

And a noble commonsense.
At the close of each day
Give me a book
And a friend with whom
I can be silent.
— The Christian Observer.

LESSON TOPICS

Sample Pack on Application
ADDRESS

UNUSUAL Christmas Cards
Parchments. Etchings. Nature Prints, delicately

hand colored. 21 beautiful creations

FOLDERS —

UNION GOSPEL PRESS
Box 680 CLEVELAND. OHIO

—

ALL

mostly double designs. First time
Offered. No "odds and ends” or left overs. An
actual $8 value for $1. Costs you only 50c postpaid. Sell 80 boxes a day easily. Don't delay.
Write us today.

PERSONALITY PAPER COMPANY
& Bridge St.. Phila.. Pa.

Dept. R. Oxford Ave.

tK’':

CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER

September 14,

When

jforum of

jRetfjoiiB
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND
YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES

Conducted by Rev. Abram Duryee

Christian Endeavor Topic
Sunday, September 25, 1932

(RALLY DAY)
Getting Off to a Good Start
Hebrews 12:1-3

possessed of this desire, knowledge and power, action should immediately follow. If a program is prepared
and agreed upon, do not put off action,

When such

people are in a crowd of
congenial friends and hear of the great
needs for Christian service, the success
of others who have tried to meet those
needs, and attractive suggestions for the
year’s program, they become enthused
and ready for work. It is a time for
taking account of stock, and planning
for future needs, or, to use another figure of speech, a time for looking over

the course and charting an improved
route. What is good in the old plans
should be retained. Something new
should be added to give variety and interest to the program, and to promote
growth in the society. When this is
done, more will desire to start.

essential to a
good start. “For Christ and the Church”

is the motto for Christian Endeavor.
Paul’s advice is, “Study to show thyself
approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (II Timothy
2:15.) It is necessary to know what
Christ wants young people to be and to
do. It is also necessary to know the
needs of the local church, the denomination, and the universal Church of Jesus
Christ If each member will really put
his mind and attention on the subject,
some good ideas should be thought out
for inclusion in the year’s program.

A very important essential

in a good

start is power. It was Jesus’ own idea
of a good start, and is undoubtedly the
most important element in success. (See

Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:8.) Unless Endeavorers individually and as a group
spend time in prayer before making their
plans, the work of Christ cannot succeed.
There may be a flourishing organization
and a crowd of busy young people having fun or even doing much good for
their fellowmen, but spiritual growth
and saved souls are impossible without
prayer.

TROY.
A

K|

N.Y.

O
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going by continued study and prayer.
Do not fail to read Acts 2:36-42:

BELLS

hundred dollars spent annually for memthe knowledge for planning
bership in several clubs ought not to be
a good Christian Endeavor program the
the outstanding thing in a man’s life.
leader of this meeting should inquire of
When you die we hope that something

To secure

more important can be said about you.
When your loved ones die we hope that
you can say something more important
about them.

When the

reporter comes
to your house we trust that you can give

him information more important

than:

“His clubs were — .” Certainly that information will not be of great importance when we stand before the judgment
bar of God. — Watchman-Examiner.

sale.

Value of Church Membership
Not only should the meetings start
with spirit, but

off

“Do you think a man

could get

to

the committees should
heaven without joining the church?”
have meetings and plan their several asked three good men of a preacher.
lines of work, in order to make the first
“I think he could.”
general business meeting of the society
They laughed, patted him on the back,
one of adjusting all the plans into a and called him broad-minded.
well grouped whole.
“Let me ask you a question, and 1
Agnes A. Martin.
want you to answer me just as quickly
as I answered you,” said the preacher.
“Why do you want to go to heaven that
all

Paste This

way?”

Up!

They were speechless.
Fourteen promises have been made for
“Why don’t you ask me another quesBeer by the advocates of modification. tion?” suggested the preacher. “Why
We ask you to paste this in your scrap don’t you ask me if a man could get to
book, or on the kitchen door, and check England without going on a boat?”
the promises against the facts in case
“Well,” they said, “we will ask you
beer is legalized. *(note)
that. Now what is the answer?”
The Beer Spokesmen have promised:
“I see no reason why a man could not
A Billion Dollars a year in taxes.
get to England without going on a ship,
Immediate prosperity.
provided he was a good swimmer, tied
No more agriculturalproblems.
some food between his shoulders to eat
A Million Men returning to work AT on the way, had strength to buffet all
the waves — if a shark did not get him.
ONCE.
Disappearance of the gangster.
And suppose you did get to England
without a ship, do you think you would
No more crime.
get there much ahead of the man who
No more speakeasies.
No more drunkenness.
goes by ship?”

No more
Knowledge is another

BELL CO.

all in one day, or a week, or a month.
But begin to act on the plans, and keep

the opportunity for rest and travel. and methods of work. There are also
Many lines of work are slack at that some books and pamphlets of helpful
time because of the general desire for a suggestions for various phases of the
vacation as well as the enervating influ- work, many of which your Board of Pubence of the heat, and church work is lication and Bible School Work has on

—

MENEELY

but immediately begin working on it.
Do not expect to accomplish too much,

the Christian Endeavor standards, and
secure any literature relating thereto.
At least one member in each society
should receive the Christian Endeavor
The summer is a time of relaxation, World, in order that the society may be
when people who are able to do so take informed of all the latest developments

sadly disorganized, if not entirely abandoned. Therefore, at this time of the
year, when people come back to the regular routine of life, it is wise to have a
rally and get them in the spirit for work.
Certainly the very first essential for a
good start is the desire to start, dome
members may return without that desire
until they become warmed by contact
with those who are full of zeal.

1932

No more

depression.
drinking.

No more

troubles anywhere, anyhow,

anytime.
Perfect law enforcement.
Rehabilitation of Youth.

Stolen

— “Just coming from the bank?
So ye have money to put away?”
Millennium!
*(We do not think it will be legalized, Donald — “I didna put money in th’
but in case we are mistaken we want bank.”
Alex — “Then ye drew some out, or borthese promises kept in a conspicuous
rowed?”
place.)
Donald — “Nae. Neither.”
Alex — “Ah, weel, an’ what did ye

-

«-•

-

"His Clubs Were
Perhaps

it is

Alex

—

"

there?”

Donald— “I
not good taste to smile Exchange.

fillit

my

fountain pen.

—

at obituary notes, but these notes in our

daily newspapers are often very amusing to us. We are not able to tell whether they are prepared by reporters or
whether they are prepared by the loved
ones of those who have gone on into another world, and furnished to the papers
complete. The strange thing, however,
is that these obituary notes rarely bring
out the most important things in a man’s
life. He may have been a church official

colored man went to a white pastor
and said: “I want to join your church.

A

Said the pastor: “Do you think that
you would feel at home with us? Probably you had better make this a matter
of prayer and when you have prayed
over it and gotten dear, you may come

back.”

,

In course of time the negro came back
and said: “I have prayed over the mator a denominational official who had ter and now I do not want to join your
spent weeks of every year in noble and church. The Lord said to me: 'Better
helpful service. Usually not a word is not join that church. For twenty years
said about this. He is glorified general- I have wanted to get into that churcn
ly by this statement, “His clubs were — .” Myself and did not succeed,, and I
Certainly the fact of a hundred or a few vise you to stay out.” — Exchange.

