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THE CHRISTMAS OF
/CHRISTMAS,

this year, will be celebrated in different

fashion from former years. The smug complacency
of the prosperous days is absent. While there will be
many attempts to reproduce the gayety of ostentatious
display which was so much in evidence in recent times,
there will be a noticeable decrease in extravagance.
The glittering bubble of pleasure and wealth has been
pricked. The mad rush for the purchase of gifts is
checked in large measure, despite the vociferous appeals
of merchants to bring about a return to former conditions by buying their luxuries.

Perhaps the decrease in the commercial and society
aspects of Christmas may permit the religious view to
emerge from its recently diminished position. Perhaps
more people will seek to discover the underlying reasons for tne setting apart of the season, and possibly a
more rational method of celebrating year after year may
be developed.

The

narratives of the birth of Jesus are preserved for

us in the Gospels. They are brief and simple in themselves, and serve as the foundation upon which has been
built the structure of the Faith which, in all its combinations, is denominated Christianity. The gospel accounts have been added to through the centuries, and
customs and legends alien to the reality have been joined
to the plain, unvarnished words which are recorded in
the New Testament. Fir trees with their candles, prodigal gifts to friends, elaborate series of church services,
social functions and all the other formalities of the season have served to obscure the great, simple, solemn
fact that the Omnipotent Creator of the Universe, whom
we call God, the Father, for the carrying out of His purpose with His creation, chose to send as His representative on earth His Son, to show humanity how it might
find its way to His love and guidance. It is this note,
which should be dominant always, that has been lost in
recent years. Will 1931 serve to bring it back into its

1931

groaning towards a possible overthrow of
affairs, England is struggling manfully with her back
to the wall, and Russia seems ready to help along any
crisis, anywhere, that may be of value in a still deeper
mix-up of affairs. This is the world setting for the
Christmas of 1931.
is

But even

so,

granting that

all

these situations are real

and impending, those who sincerely believe in Jesus
Christ as the Word of God, sent forth from the Father,
who came

to earth as a Babe at Bethlehem

more than
sing “Unto

nineteen hundred years ago, will continue to
us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder : and His name shall
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace,” because in spite of all the
woes, sorrows, disappointmentsand disillusionmentsof
the time they still hold to the verity of the record. They
“know whom they have believed, and are persuaded that
He is able to keep that which they have committed unto

Him against that day.”
With

this certitude sustaining them they will be able

to enter whole-heartedly into the simple joys of the sea-

son. The little people will hear the stories of the Incarnation, and the sweet songs from days gone by will fix
in their hearts the romance of the birth of Christ. Those
of older growth will again make strong the claims of the
Master upon them, and the aged saints, waiting for the
not-distant call, will look forward to the welcome awaiting them yonder. Joy will be in every heart, in spite of
a possible lack of it in pocketbooks. For it is not the
gifts that men can offer at Christmas that really count
it is the acceptance of the Gift offered by God that
brings the peace which passeth all understanding.
In many Christian homes Christmas this year will be
;

a very simple feast, but if there is whole-hearted trust in

God and acceptance of His

will,

and understanding

hearts, even the breaking of crusts of bread will be a
royal banquet, for Christ will be the unseen guest.

proper place?

The world is disillusioned today. The tangle of
world war has upset the ideals and practices of

the
the

pleasure-loving, fame-seeking, wealth-possessingcrowds.

Those who have hitherto based

Germany

a Ytar in Advance
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their lives on material

riches have found them to be a disappearing

prop. The

amusements is dimming, and the black
shadows of economic changes grow blacker. Every nation and people is struggling with its own problems, and
is involved in those of other nations. Even our own
favored land is now revealed as suffering sorely, and as
the days and weeks go by the perplexity grows. War
looms in Manchuria, flood and famine hangs on China,
glitter and lure of

revolutions seem imminent in India and South America,

can

Who

whether, out of the overturn of the world's affairs, there will not come a fresh significance of the
meaning of Christmas. Faith in God and His Son, freed
from the shackles of conventional customs, may again
become strong and daring. The relative importance of
things may be made clear in men’s hearts, and choosing
the better part, they may, like Mary of Bethany, be content once again to sit at the feet of Jesus and learn of
tell

Him.

0

gift of gifts!

0 grace

of faith!

My

God, how can it be
That Thou, who hast discemitig love,
Shouldst give that £ift to me.

•A1
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light-heartednessand laughter. Christmas has become
too much a secular, rather than a religious, holiday if
that is not a contradiction in terms).
The first Christmas possessed an ominously threatening aspect! The very birth of a claimant to Messiahship
gave Herod and Rome no cause for laughter and feasting. The possibility of a new political and social order,
under new and higher leadership, did not thrill the

The Star of Bethlehem

(

Softly

I

come

into the dance of the spheres,

Into the choir of lights,

New from my

nest in God’s heart.
0 Night, the chosen of nights,

Longing and dream of the

years,

Blessed thou art.

Roman government!
Golden the fruit hangs on the hyaline tree;
Golden the glistening tide
Sweeps through the heavens; the cars
Of the great mooned planets glide
Golden; and yet to me

Bow down

Then Jesus’ later life came to be an intolerable menace
to the life of all evil-doers and selfish, worldly men.
Jesus threatened many reigns, the reign of the Roman
emperor; the reign of unjust kings and rulers everywhere; the reign of selfishness in man; and the reign

the stars;

of worldliness in

Casting their crowns, bright with eonian reigns,
Under the flight of my feet
Eager for Bethlehem,
Thither with music-beat
Blent of innumerous strains
Marshaling them.
Sweetly their chant soars through unsearchable space
Quivering vespers that thrill
Into the deep nocturne
I,

Symphony I fulfill;
who like Mary's face,
Wonder and yearn.

Cherish, adore, keeping the watch above

The Word made

flesh tonight

;

Wonderful Word, impearled
In childhood holy-white;
Word that is Godhood, Love,
Light of the World.
— Katherine Lee Bates.

WEEK

O LORD OF ALL MERCY, and
nignity, who chastiseth

men

ways

to

make

them return to Thee: Suffer it not, 0 Father, that
we through our unthankfulness forget Thy inestimable benefits and most singular deliverances
that Thou hast bestowed on us from day to day;
bift grant that we may continually be careful and
mindful to consider all the days of our life Thy
gifts incomparable, which Thou ever givest to us,
through Jesus Christ. Amen.

*

Our Christmas
K.

Morton,

S.T.M.

fllHE Teutonic contribution to our Christmas holidays

X

today often comes altogether too close to dwarfing
the Christ contribution. We gather around a hemlock
tree, rather than

bow

in spirit before a

our laughter ring, while our hearts

manger. We

feel

let

no remorse for

Him whose Life we tragically wounded and crucified.
We joyfully exchange gifts, but reject His gift to mankind.

Nobody would want to deny to anyone the

If not,

what have we

to celebrate?

respond as fully?
O the beauty of this inspired Christmas story from
the soul of St. Luke! Yes, but oh, the terrible tragedy
in the soul of this young Child who grew mature only
for such a hill as Calvary! 0 that some of this happiness might have been there! 0 that some of these worshiping followers had remained for that! There is
simple beauty in His birth, — but there is terrible tragedy
in His death! Is our Christianity, then, so shallow that
without thought we can rejoice over His birthday celebration, while ignoring His life? How many of us have

(Ancient Scottish Prayers, 1595)

By Rev. Richard

God?

Christmas is the experience that Christ is born in our
hearts today and that He lives in us as we go forth to
live according to His teachings and help in the upbuilding of the kingdom of God.
Cannot Christ be born in us this year? The angels
are ever singing, — but do we hear? Heaven is ever doing His will,— but are we ever helping to make earth

full of all be-

in divers

life.

Jesus came, not to provide a glorious spectacle for
jaded thrill-seekers and Jewish patriots and religious
zealots. He did not put into operation an irresistible
force; He did not step in and make decisions for men
and change over their personalities and their worldorder for them. He came to awaken and stimulate them
so that they would make the right decisions for themselves and choose the way of the abundant life and have
eyes to see what He revealed of His Father. He did not
come that we might never have hardships, struggles,
doubts, pains, disappointments, accidents, and injustice
again. He came to show us ways to conquer all these
and rise with life triumphant and abundant.
Where is there, then, room for Jesus to be born today?
Have we in our hearts even a manger ready for Him’:’
Or is He still the world’s most unwanted Child?
What is the reality of Christmas for us? Is it a mere
memorial, a lovely story, a vague ideal? Are we too
expecting a Saviour, and do we wonder where and when
He will be born in our hearts? Will we take the trouble
to go and seek Him? Do we, like those of old, hear the
good tidings of the herald angel and the heavenly hosts
praising

A PRAYER FOR THE

human

lovely

Christmas joy, the feeling of good fellowship, and all
that. But Christmas has become emptied of meaning,
has become paganized if it becomes a time for pure
51. (Whole Number 5291.)

— only to reject the Son of God full
grown! How many of us have loved to see Him, but
have been afraid to hear Him! How many of us thrill
to these Gospel accounts, and pride themselves on acloved the

Babe,

cepting them fully, — and yet fail to catch the spirit of
their Subject and walk in His ways!
0 how much easier it is to attend a birthday party
than to attend a crucifixion!
0 how much easier it is to bring gold, frankincense,
and myrrh, but retain one’s life in all its selfishness and
folly!

O how much

easier it is to fancy that one hears the
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whole heavenly host, rather than to heed one poor plaintive voice of a fellow human being in need of succoring!
Today we remember the joy of Bethlehem, but Calvary is not far away. Today we come in spirit to look
at His cradle, hut tomorrow we shall have to decide

what we will do with the Man.
Christmas is not what we do with our benevolence and
fellowship, it is what we do with our lives.
Christmas is not the respectful observance of a tradi-

r

preme gift.
Christmas should serve to deepen our love of God,
and should give us a better understanding of the beauty
of childhood. Christmas should also serve to show the
responsibility of parenthood and of the custodianship of
young human lives. It should also emphasize the great
value of personality, for One there was who was like
us and through whose Personality we saw God, our loving Father.

The birth of Christ changed the political and the religious and the social world. If it has changed our life’s
world, we indeed hear the herald angels sing and we
glorify God and are willing to follow our Saviour even
-

The

Work

-

of the

--

--

-

Government

I

G E N C E

R

for the Indian

humanize these schools; we have a better quality of
teach rs, and hoys’ and girls’ advisors; we are rapidly
decreasing the segregation of Indian children from white
children. More than one-half the Indian children of
school age are now in public and day schools, their tuition being paid by the Government. The boarding school
on the resevvation, close to home, is also desirable. Tin
hardest problem is the non-reservationboarding school,
and we are trying to convert these into vocational
schools as soon as possible. A fund for scholarships is

needed to train potential leaders like Henry Roe Cloud.
Of the 6,000 employees in the Indian service, 1,500 arc
Indians, a great

many

of

whom

are in responsible places.

"The ideal set-un on the reservation, toward which we
are working, would be a hospita', school system, a farm
on which to demonstrate good farming methods, a field
nursing service, and a home demonstration center where
better diet, better health, better home care could be
taught. Where does the missionary come into this picture’? He is most important as a supplementary and
complementary adjunct; he brings the religious side of
life as a great moving, inspirational force. The Government wants missionaries to help on the field in social
service, in the health program, in religious work in the
schools, in law observance. Those who will reach out

and help the Indian to a higher plane of
At the Anniversary Meeting of the Women’s Board of
Domestic Missions on November 17th, Mr. J. Henry
Scattergood, Assistant Commissioner of the Bureau of
Indian Affiirs, gave a most comprehensive and interesting address concerning the plans of the

make the Indian an independent,

living, are in

very truth wmrking for the Master."

Government to

self-reliant, self-sup-

porting citizen in the future, instead of the dependent
ward he has been in the past, looking to the Government
for all his needs. At the beginning of his talk, Mr. Scattergood spoke of the tine co-operation given the Government by our Indian missions and in this connection particularly mentioned the Winnebago and Dulce missions.
At Winnebago, about tw’o hundred Indian children attend the public school with white children, most of them
living in their own homes, hut eighty-five boys and girls
living in our dormitories; and this association and competition with white children has made the Indians more
alert, less self-conscious and timid, more ambitious to
excel in their work and play. At Dulce, the Government
is supplying the children in our dormitories with food
and clothing and pays the salary of one teacher.
In his address Mr. Scattergood said, “The work of the
Indian Bureau is a big task, vast in its extent and character, covering every field of human relations, property
and Government matters, and ministering to 325,000
Indians speaking four hundred and twenty different dialects. The work falls into two great classes,- human
relations and property; under human relations are the
problems of education, health and industry; under property are the problems of land, forests, irrigation, etc.
The great underlying purpose of the Bureau is to so
mold the Indian by practical education that he will become self-supporting; we in the Bureau want eventually
to ‘work ourselves out of a job.’

“Belatedly

803

property and there was no incentive to ownership, so
when land was set apart for him, he let it gradually slip
through his fingers.
“For a long time the Indian hoarding schools were
mere institutions; the children were separated from
their parents, were given insufficient food and clothing
and were given hard work to do. Now we are trying to

tion, but the living transmission of a living force.
Christmas is not a time when one feels specially well
disposed toward man, it is rather a time when one feels
k 'only the need for a better relationship with God.
Christmas is not merely a time of giving trifling gifts,
it is a time for comprehending the value of God’s su-

unto Calvary.

E L L

we are trying to make amends for

the

great wrongs that have been done the Indian in the past.

The Indian never knew what industry was, nor had he a
sense of property. To him the land was as free as air
and water; there was no need for him to accumulate

Japan Speaks on the
Manchurian Crisis

Christian

The following Resolution was adopted at the annual meeting of the National Christian Council of
Japan, on Armistice Day:
On this eleventh day of November, which commemorates the consummation of world peace, the
National Christian Council of Japan, in its Ninth
Annual Session, deeply regretting the occurrence
of the Manchurian incident, expresses itself in the
following resolution and feels that it is its natural
duty to appeal to Christians both within and without Japan.
In view of the Manchurian incident we cannot
but feel a deep sense of self reproach that the spirit
of world peace based on brotherly love, which we
constantly advocate, does not, as yet, pervade the
world's

life.

At this time we pledge ourselves to new
deavor in behalf of peace

in

en-

the Orient and through

the world.

May the

conception of justice, friendship and
love be deep going and rule the hearts of all who
are concerned with this problem, and lead to an
early solution of this situation, thus eradicating

the roots of the difficulties between Japan and
China and helping to foster the peace of the world.
In accordance with this resolution we will exert
ourselves to the uttermost. At the same time we
earnestly desire the prayers and co-operation of
our brethren in Christ and .peace organizations
everywhere.
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Rev. Ernest A. Ohori
A TRIBUTE
"The youriR plum-tree
Of my house
Which in bygone years
I dug up by the roots and transplanted
Has at last bloomed with flowers.”

dividuals,-

men and women and

their children, — in a

strange land amid an alien culture, might apprehend the
hidden source of the best in America, and might find a
sense of the companionship and saving power in Christ
Jesus Our Lord, and thus be enabled to live nobly in
strange and difficult surroundings and contribute to the'
finer spirit of the country of their sojourn and adoption.
At last, "this tree” from Japan, transplanted, has
“bloomed with flowers,”— immortal flowers beyond the
walls of this earthly garden. . . . "Good and faithful”
must have been the words of his bidding into the joy
of his Lord.

Very

were held in the
church of Dr. Edgar Tilton in New York, for it was in
the old Harlem Collegiate Church of New York in May,
1909, he was consecrated to the ministry of Christ by
the solemn and beautiful service of ordination by the
Classis of New York, in which he remained a member
fittingly the farewell services

during the twenty-three years of his ministry.

How dear

was that chrysanthemums should be at
their height when this son of the flowery kingdom lay
in his sleep of peace, covered over and surrounded by
lovely blooms,— while many Japanese and American
it

friends stepped aside from the rush of life’s activities to
bide with

him

for this hour of farewell.

With great dignity, sympathy and true-hearted brotherliness, Dr. Edgar Tilton conducted the service, assisted
by Rev. G. Kawamata, acting pastor of the Japanese
Christian Association, and Dr. Irving Berg, a member of
the Board of Directors, whose eloquent tribute was appreciated by all who knew Mr. Ohori and his work. Rev.
Dr. Galen Fisher, well known for his wide acquaintance
with Japan and the Japanese, spoke with knowledge of
Mr. Ohori’s

life

and work.

23, 19:;l

Association no Sunday passed in all that time without
a regular preaching service.
Through Mr. Ohori’s vision and unceasing efforts the
Association secured its two homes, the first, for fifteen
years, on West 123rd street, across from the Harlem
Collegiate Church; and through the courtesy of that
church holding its religious services in the chapel of the

Harlem Church.

When changed
Something applicable to the life of our friend, Rev.
E. A. Ohori, seems to vibrate in this old Japanese tanka
poem. Transplanted to America in his youth, Mr. Ohori
eagerly reached out for education and then for a ministry that might incorporate the beauty of Christ and
Christian idealism, as he labored untiringly and unceasingly through one effort after another to serve Cod
and his Japanese parish 'and people; — that lonely in-

December

real estate conditions forced the Asso-

ciation to relinquish this home, a very advantageous new

one was found at 453-455 West 143rd street, New York,
and occupied in June of 1927, where there was room
enough for the religious and other large gatherings.
To assist in the administration financially and otherwise of the evergrowing work a Board of Directors was
formed in 1927. The Association is today the Christian
fulcrum for thirty-two Japanese families and their chil-

dren and many detached Japanese young
three children are

now

in the

Sunday

men.

Fifty-

school and eighty-

two children come under the Christian influence of the
Association, while others are reached through outlying
Christian work.
Even the briefest record of Mr. Ohori’s labors must
include the names of other outstanding Japanese ordained ministers and others who were associated with
him from time to time as effective co-workers. Of these
none were more devoted, more helpful and truly great
in their friendship than Dr. Takami, the Christian physician, who through years and years in every possible
way bas befriended Mr. Ohori and the Japanese Christian Association.

The Women’s Board of Domestic Missions has always
had a vital relationship to the Association. Throughout the years the unfailing helpfulness of the Board has
been a large factor in sustaining and developing the
work. Other American friends have also given time,
financial help and devoted service.
Mr. Ohori, a few months ago, made the following outline of the scope and influence of the Japanese Christian
Association, which seems fitting to be included here:
The Japanese Christian Association extends a
Christian influence
INDIVIDUALLY to students, to travelers, to laborers,
to non-Christian Japanese, to Christian Japanese,
to Japanese wives and children, to Japanese bus’ness men, to Americans.
SOCIALLY to the Japan 'so community in
far

away Japan,

RELIGIOUSLY

New York,

to

to Americans.

a demonstration of actual brotherhood; it is the completion of a missionary task done
in Japan; it is a strategic point of Christian activity as a whole; and a vital link between Christ
it is

Reference was made with tender sympathy to the bereaved family here and in Tokio. For the mother, sisters and brother in Tokio a picture of the interior of the
church was taken at the close of the service.

NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY

Mr. Ohori, as a student missionary under the Board of
Domestic Missions and the Women’s Executive Committee of the Reformed Church in America, began visiting
the Japanese of greater New York during his last year
in New Brunswick Seminary, in 1908, for the purpose of
securing a nucleus for a Christian religious work. On
May 2nd, 1901, the Japanese Christian Association was

Farewell! Valiant in Christian work,— Ernest A.
Ohori. You combined the chivalrous code of the Samurai with the forgivingness of the Master you loved
and sought to
, E- H. A.

organized. The Women’s Executive Committee, which
later became the Women’s Board of Domestic Missions,
became the agency through which the ordained Japanese
workers were sustained and made contributions also for
the maintenance of the larger social service of the Association, this wider service being always sustained also in
part by the Japanese.
Mr. Ohori found deep joy in the fact that during the
twenty-two years of the life of the Japanese Christian

and the Occident.
it gives a

wonderful opportunity to better the understanding
and relations between Japanese and Americans.

*****

serve.

Be like the sun that pours its ray
To glad and purify the day;

Be

like the

moon that sheds

To

bless and beautify the night

Be

like the stars that sparkle on

its light
;

Altho’ the sun and moon are gone;
Be like the skies that steadfast are
Though absent sun and moon and star.

— Anon.
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Farewells at First Church of Holland
The First Church of Holland, Mich., Rev. James Wayer, pastor, has been having a busy time lately with farewell gatherings in honor of Miss Jeane Walvoord, its
newly adopted missionary, who sailed for China on December 4 on the "President Hoover” from San Francisco.
Miss Walvoord is under appointment as a nurse by the
Woman’s Board of Foreign Missions, and will live at
Tong-an for her first year of language study.

The First Church was filled on Sunday evening, November 22nd, when the formal farewell was given, but
preceding this there was a farewell by a group of women,
who presented the new missionary with a travelling bag;
another by the Excelsior Class, of young married women,
who gave her a nurse's kit; a party made up of all the
girls of the Church, when she was presented with a
purse, and a congregational reception, when she was
presented with a check for $100 from the congregation.
Miss Nellie Zwemer, who spent nearly forty years in
China as an evangelistic missionary, spoke at each of
these gatherings, telling of the warm welcome the new
missionary would receive. All these were heart-warming experiences, and Miss Walvoord goes out with the
assurance of the love and prayers of the entire congre-

gation.

church, upon arrival in this country, twelve years ago,
after the death of the husband and father, Mr. Anthony
Walvoord, who was principal of Steele Academy, at
Nagasaki, Japan. It has been a joy for the First Church
to have them as members of its "flock.’ Jeane expects
to spend Christmas Day at her birthplace, Nagasaki, and
to visit her father’s grave. She is due to arrive at Hong
Kong on January 1st, and will proceed to Amoy from
that port.

The First Church

84 years old, and it has a
unique service flag, on which are placed stars to tell
how. many of its members have gone out into Christian
work. Miss Walvood’s is No. 81 ! That is a record worth
is just

remembering.

Miss Walvoord graduated from the University

of

Michigan Hospital with a B.S. degree as well as a R.N.,
so she is well equipped for her

new

task.

Golden Words
By Robert

T. Kkklin

"IT^OR some weeks now I have been diligently reading
I; forty-odd Protestant church weeklies and the editorial pages of some fifteen metropolitan dailies. I have
scanned the columns of these papers in pursuit of significant utterances, prophetic messages; and much I have
found too valuable for the limited audience they reach.
Of this, however, more later. At present I wish only
to excerpt from an editorial in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch of October 18, entitled “No Peace Without Justice,” a passage that should be inscribed in letters of
gold above the entrances to every courthouse and every
legislative hall, every church and every schoolhouse, every factory, every shop and every bank in all the land.
to

Not one cent has been received by the Women’s
Board of Domestic Missions for the celebration of
Christmas at three of our missions, — the Italian
Mission at Newburgh, the Japanese Christian Institute in New York City, and our mission in
Chiapas, Mexico. Hundreds of our Italian and
Japanese friends, many of whom have been unemployed for months and who are in need of the
barest necessities of

life,

will be looking forward to

the mission Christmas, — to the thoughtfully selected gifts that will bring comfort to

and to the toys that

men and women,

will gladden the hearts of

children. In Chiapas the need is equally great;
Mr. Kempers writes that there is much poverty and
illness

among the small but

faithful congregations

in the vicinity of Tuxtla.

Contributions are needed immediately if we are
not to disappoint the many men, women and children who are looking to our missionaries for a
"merry Christmas." Send checks to Miss Helen G.
Voorhees, Treasurer, Women’s Board of Domestic
Missions, 25 East 22nd Street, New York.

t

The Walvoord family, mother and three daughters,
came to Holland and made the First Church their home

The words

A Woeful Lack!

which

I

would give much honor are these:

perity, as well as stable peace, national or inter-

national, rests upon justice.

“Armaments

are maintained on account of in-

justice.”

Is not

my

praise, which

must have seemed extrava-

gant, justified? If not so, read these sentences again
and return to the study of history To them I would
apply the command of Moses:
"And these words, which I command thee this day,
shall be in thine heart:
“And thou shall teach them diligently unto thy children, and shall talk of them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest up.
"And thou shall bind them for a sign upon thine
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.
"And thou shall write them upon the posts of thy
house, and on thy gates."
The rest of the editorial is not unimportant, but it is
mainly elaboration. However, a passage on public opinion is so significant that I cannot refrain from quoting
it. It is really needed for the completion of the thought
of the editorial. It is as follows:

"These injustices cannot be righted by fiat of
any league or combination of nations. They
can be righted only by enlightened public opinion. When overwhelming public opinion demands the righting of international, social and
political wrongs, we shall be on the road to
stable peace and prosperity. The dominant nations will not be able to withstand that pressure. The chief concern, therefore, of those
who are working for international peace and
co-operation should be to foster public opinion
for justice and the removal of fundamental
causes which bar progress toward disarmament,
co-operation and prosperity.”

"All internal revolutions are caused by injus-

economic. Every revolution in
the world has been a revolt against political
and economic oppression. Social and politcial
justice are the only cure for national revolutions and disorders. They are the only cure for
the distresses and disorders of poverty. Pros-

tice, political or

These words

would inscribe above the door of every
newspaper office and above the door of every public
auditorium. In a democracy there is no power but public opinion; and public opinion, to be effective for good
to society, must be enlightened. Here, then, is the great
field

I

of unceasing education.
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Women's

on the work

Missionary Conferences

life ;

also of the great need in that field.

good time and really want to do something worth while.
Miss A. S. Wyckoff, (Ch. Classical Committee, W. B.
F. M.), spoke of the aeftve life of a missionary and especially that of Mrs. Voskuyl, of India.

the uplifting influence of the Reformed Church endeavors
in Kentucky, and Miss Katharine R. Green spoke of the
introduction and printing of good literature in China.

Rev. Howard C. Hasbrouck, of the New Lots Church,
led in prayer, and the Conference closed with the benediction by Rev. Wm. R. Torrens.

Atwater,

in India, and their everyday

work of our young women. More Young People’s Departments are needed. She said she found in many instances that young people are just tired of having a

prayer.
Mrs. Antonie P. Voislawsky, in her address, urged the
necessity of systematic giving. Miss 0. H. Lawrence
represented the Woman’s Board of Foreign Missions.
After the benediction by Rev. W. R. Torrens, luncheon
was served by the women of Gravesend Church, and a
social hour followed.
Rev. Charles W. Roeder, of the Flatlands Church,
opened the afternoon session with prayer. Mrs. J. H.
Rumph, in behalf of the Young Women’s Committee,
spoke of building for the future by starting Young People’s Societies. Mrs. Eugene N. Carman reported work
in this direction already commenced in the Classis. Letters from Classical Missionaries were read by Mrs. Edward S. Thompson and Mrs. Charles W. Roeder.
Mrs. Wm. Bloomer sang "Abide With Me.” Mrs. Towl
gave the offertory prayer. Miss Marie Youngs told of

R.

among women

Mrs. C. T. Olcott spoke most enthusiastically about the

South Long Island. The 40th Annual Conference of
the Women’s Missionary Union of the South Classis of
Long Island was held on Wednesday, November 11th, in
the Gravesend Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., with Mrs.
Charles S. Van Nuis and Mrs. Forrest M. Towl presiding.
/Jeorge H. Trisdorfer, Jr., played several selections on
the organ preceding the sessions. Rev. C. B. Muste, of
the First Church, read the Scripture lesson, from Isaiah
60, and Rev. Lester M. Conrow, D.D., of Grace Church,
led in prayer. Rev. William R. Torrens, pastor of the
entertaining Church, gave a few words of welcome to
the old Church, established 275 years ago.
There was an interval of silence at 11 o’clock, in recognition of Armistice Day. Mrs. Lester Robe Van Siclen
sang the offertory, "Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus,”
and Mrs. Clifford C. Cornwell received the offering with

Rosa
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Mrs. J. H. Rumph (Ch. Classical Committee, W. B.
D. M.) reported on the domestic work of the Union; she
read a very interesting letter from Mrs. Peter Van Ess.
Mr. and Mrs. Van Ess are carrying on the splendid work
at Colony, Okla.; also another letter from Mrs. E. E.
Barr, formerly Miss Roskins, of Dulce, N. Mex.
The Conference was one of great inspiration to those
present. The beautiful music by the organist and choir
and the gracious and bounteous hospitality of the ladies
of the hostess church

brought greetings of Classis.
The speakers at the morning session were Miss 0. H.
Lawrence (W. B. F. M.) who spoke on the splendid work
going on in Ferris Seminary, Japan; also of the work in
China; and, in general, the great part women have in
the service of the kingdom ; she pictured Calvary, — when
others fled there were certain women who stood near the
cross and, she added, “women have stood near the cross
ever since.”
Miss Marie deYoungs (W. B. D. M.) spoke of the
rapid changes which are going on in the hills of Kentucky and the deep appreciation of the youth for the
benefits they are deriving from their opportunities for
education and self-improvement.
The afternoon speakers were Miss Helen Brickman, the
new Secretary of the W. B. D. M., who told of the work
among the American Indians, and their problems; how
difficult it is for them to adjust themselves to conditions
continuous training is necessary to help them become
self-respecting Christian citizens.
Miss Charlotte Wyckoff gave a most interesting talk
;

the occasion complete.

(Mrs.) R. F. Guest, Cor. Sec’y.

Interesting Facts

in

the Church's Work tor

Its

Veterans
Everyone will be glad to know that the directors of
the Ministers’ Fund have voted to keep the amount of
the Christmas remembrance for the orphans at $100
each, — the same that it has been for several years past.

*****

In the last ten weeks the Fund has arranged to give
benefits to six persons. Two ministers, one in the near
West and the other in the middle West, are beginning
to draw their pensions; two ministers with long records
of honorable service in the Lakes region, have broken
down in health and must look to the Disabled Ministers’
Fund for support; two widows in widely separated communities receive help from this same Fund ; three ministers have been granted annuities from the Widows’ Fund
upon the recommendation of their Classes.

*****

Secretary.

The 44th Annual Conference of the Women’s Missionary Union of the Classis of North Long Island was held
November 12, at the First Church of Jamaica, with Mrs.
George C. DeBevoise presiding. The devotional services
of the morning and afternoon sessions were conducted
by Rev. J. W. Fischer and Rev. Dr. Scofield, respectively.
Rev. Robt. A. Watson, pastor of the hostess church, welcomed the delegates most heartily; Rev. A. J. Meyer

made

A recent

article in the

Church papers speaks of

the

inadequacy of the pension for a living. Two facts are
to be noted in this connection: even the Episcopal
Church pension remained at only $600 for the first ten
years of the operation of the Fund, and, in the second
place, the ministers in the Reformed Church are free
from paying any dues for their pensions at the present
time, and therefore may well set aside regular savings

*****
*****

to provide an annuity in addition to the pension.

On December 1st every cent of interest due on the
bonds owned by the Ministers’ Fund had been paid in
full.

The Ministerial Pension Fund completed three years of
operation on October 31st. During that period it has
paid out $89,555 in pensions, and set apart $80,000 for
a Department to furnish pensions to widows of pensioners. Sixty-eight veteran ministers and hiissionaries
have found provision for their old age in the Church’s
pension system, of whom nineteen have already been
called

Home.

*****

All of the personal pledges to the Pension

Fund have

been paid, except $100. As this is perfectly secure, it
makes a remarkable record of 100% payment. The
promises from congregations have likewise been redeemed to a large extent, a number having made their
final payments in the seven months of this fiscal year.
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Grants from the Disabled Ministers’ Fund in the first
six months of the year totalled $1,478.22 more than in
the same period last year, while the contributions from
churches fell off $1,319.03,— a deficit for the first half
year of $2,797.25. With increasing applications from
the Classes for new grants the deficit for the year threatens to be over $6,000, or more than 14% of the total
operations.

The

* # # *

letters from the

served the

rejoice in

the gratitude and care of their Church invariably voice

profound thanks for the goodness of the Heavenly
Father in their behalf. Truly everyone in the whole
Church may well say, “God hath done great things for
us, whereof we are glad.’’

Universal

Week

of Prayer, January 3-9

In accordance with action taken by the Administrative

Committee of the Federal Council on recommendation
of its Commission on Evangelism, and in keeping with
a practice which reaches back for several decades, the
first week of the new year has been designated as a
Week of Prayer for the Churches. A series of topics
under the general theme, “Preparing the Way for the
Living God,” has been outlined by the Commission on
Evangelism, with suggestions for meditation and prayer
for each day of the week. The daily themes are as follows:

Sunday, January

3, 1932 —

Prayer for a Deepening of

the Consciousness of God.

Monday, January

4, 1932 — Prayer for Faith in

of Prayer. It is to be remembered, too,

that not only in our own country, but in many other
lands, as a result of the circulation of a similar call to
prayer by the World’s Evangelical Alliance, this same
period will be observed as a time of prayer. Thus

#

men and women who

Week
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and

“

‘The whole round world is every way
Bound by gold chains about the feet of God!’

“Thomas Carlyle said, ‘Prayer is and remains the native and deepest impulse of the soul of man.’ These
times of distress and strain should drive Christians everywhere to the place of prayer and make them more
dependent upon God.
revival of prayer in the
churches of America will go a long way toward helping
us to meet the deepest ills of the present day.
"Let us begin the New Year in prayer; then, with
ever-increasingfaith as the weeks go by, we may end
it with a great shout of Christian triumph.”
Copies of the document containing detailed suggestions for prayer may be secured from the Federal Council at $1.50 per thousand. Many pastors secure this annual document for distribution among the members of
their congregations. — Federal Council Bulletin.

A

South India United Church Assembly
(The following account from the Madras Daily Mail
of the meeting of the General Assembly of the South
India United Church in Vellore in October is an impressive evidence of the large developments since the
organization in Vellore by the founders of the Arcot
Mission, in 1853, of the Classis of Arcot. In the wide
representation, the fullness of organization, the elabor-

ateness of reports and the large Church membership
represented this newspaper account reads like the dispatches to the New York papers of a meeting of some
of the Ho’.y Spirit.
Wednesday, January 6, 1932 — Prayer for International General Synod or General Assembly in America.)
Loyalty to a Conquering Christ.
Tuesday, January 5, 1932 — Prayer for the Leadership

Goodwill and Co-operation.

Thursday, January 7, 1932— Prayer for the Protection
of the Home and of Youth.
Friday, January 8, 1932— Prayer for the World in a

Day

of Depression.

Saturday, January 9, 1932— Prayer for a World-Wide
Spiritual Revival.

Instead of taking over the topics prepared by the British Section of the World’s Evangelical Alliance, as has
been done in other years, fresh material has been prepared with the needs of the American churches particularly in mind. At the same time, care has been taken
to preserve the historic period designted by the Evangelical Alliance and to have the observance of the week
to preserve the historic period designated by the Evangelical Alliance has outlined.
The Call to Prayer, signed by Bishop A. R. Clippinger

as Chairman, and Dr. Charles L. Goodell as Executive
Secretary, emphasizes the special need for prayer this

year. The Call says:
“More than ever this year, in a period of depression
when countless men are disheartened and fearful, are
our churches summoned to united prayer and intercession, in order that the

ible resources in

awakened

sense of our inexhaust-

God may inspire the faith and hope

and love which the world so sorely needs.
“These suggestions for prayer, selected and prepared
by the Commission on Evangelism of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, are submitted
to pastors and people everywhere, in the hope that the
prayers of many may ascend to the Hill of the Lord as
the prayer of one man.
“It is hoped that these topics will merit and enlist the
attention of churches that have not in other years ob-

The thirteenth General Assembly

of the South India

United Church met in Vellore from October 1 to 6, with
eight councils, representing many phases of Christian
work in Jaffna, Ceylon; Telugu, Travancore, North
Tamil, Malabar, Kanarese, Madura and Ma'dras, composed
of 85 accredited delegates and a number of visitors.
The Assembly was the guest of the Arcot Mission, and
the business sessions were held in Voorhees College Hall.
The Vellore Church and the Town Hall were used for
the public meetings.

The Assembly was fortunate in having as

special

visitors Dr. Stanley Jones of North India, and Rev. J.

Z. Hodge, of the National Christian Council, Nagpur.
Dr. Jones took the devotional services and for three
nights he gave a series of public lectures.
An interesting gathering was the greetings from
Fraternal Delegates. Rev. Peace David represented the
Church of England, Rev. C. H. Monahan, the Wesleyan

Church, Rev. Isaac Devadas, the Danish Lutheran
Church, and the National Council, Rev. J. Z. Hodge.
Letters from other bodies were read.
Sunday was a great day, with a sermon by Rev. C. H.

Monahan, which was followed by the Communion. Dr.
Stanley Jones gave a fine address in the evening.
Many reports were acted upon, some social events
were enjoyed and the election of officers for the next
term of two years resulted in the choice for President of
Rev. Mesach Peter, of the Arcot Mission. The next
meeting will be held in Calicut, in 1933.

The world is so full of a number qf things,
I’m sure we should all be happy as kings.
— Robert Louis Stevenson.
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above the cynical slime that delights itself in the vociferations of unbelief.

•),-

-Yt

* *

*

But even such will thank Heaven that their unfaith
is not shared by the millions who cherish the spirit of

With Which ia Incorporated The Mission

ESTABLISHED

Christmas, conserve the faith of Christmas, perpetuate
the joy of Christmas, and present the gifts of Christmas.
Without them these cynics would hang up their stockings in vain and go hungry to bed, wondering what had
become of the decent people, who had made December
25th the warmest, kindliest, divinest day of the year.

Field

1830

•XPublication Office
67-69

BURLEWS COURT. HACKENSACK. N.

Thanks

J.

vr

*

tt

*

to the Father of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus

Christ, Christians are still on the job, and Christmas
still
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There

is

erybody, including the cynics and unbelievers whom they
feed and otherwise remember. The broadcasting station
heralding this information is the Church, without which
Christmas would be as impossible as Heaven without
God.

For

*

*v

*

Wi)t $otnt of Pteto
to prepare his weekly
article for this issue, but fortunately, in order to keep
up the character of the page, an article was received by
the Editor which just fits the column and season, and
it is inserted. It comes from the facile pen of Rev. W.
Warren Giles, D.D., pastor of the First Church of East
Orange, N. J., and he is thanked for being able to rescue
a situation which sometimes occurs in editorial work.)
it impossible

PRESENT CHRISTMAS SEASON

TS there any day comparable to Christmas, and

did you

X

ever know a time when its gifts, glees and gladsome
greetings were more hungrily sought? After a year of
maddening stress, during which the poor old world has
had its nose to the grindstone, to look up and see Bethlehem’s Babe is peace unspeakable. Whatever the advantages of a good memory, thank God for an event
which helps us forget — forget the terrific anxieties of
the last twelve months.

•:*****-

The birth

make

every sacrifice to support our Church. In 1929, you will
recall, we took our money into Wall Street, — and it is
there yet. In 1932, with Christ as our co-partner, let us
invest it in the Church, and help restore in the only way
possible the lagging prosperity we all covert. If you
think that this is idealism gone mad, be assured that
neither our social wrongs or financial losses will ever be
adjusted until the Will of God, as revealed in His Word
and proclaimed by His Church, becomes the law of life.
If, therefore, you would get “out of the red," become
His business associate, and within twelve months you
will know that the age of miracles has not passed.
*

At this juncture I can hear the protest of souls dismayed by present conditions and honestly doubtful con-

By “Studens”

THIS

*

this reason, especially at this time, let us

* * * *

(Studens found

is

of Jesus, foretold by seers, reported by shep-

herds, acclaimed by angels, sounds a note that no

Man-

churian battle-roar can silence. It presents Almighty
God breaking into human life. Men may differ as to
how it happened, but they all agree that it did happen;
and that we are on our way to better things. Of course,
many will sneer, and some will sigh, and some will cry;
and no appeal on earth or from Heaven will lift them

cerning the worth or efficacy of Christian institutions.
In reply to such, I say, “Be of good cheer! The triumph
of God’s Kingdom is assured as the rising of tomorrow’s
sun.” Statistics may terrify, and disheartening pictures
of present conditions may depress, but in the good providence of God the Kingdom will never stop coming. Yea,
the Socialist may rage, and the Fascist roar, and the Communist imagine a vain thing, but nothing can halt the
realization of those blessed hopes born with the advent
of Jesus, and one day to be consummated by His death.
Its progress will be as it has been with science. The
nineteenth century came in lighted with candles. It
went out illuminated by electricity. It rode in on horseback. It flew out by aeroplane. It came in talking lip
to ear. It went out by microphone shouting from continent to continent.

*

What we have

*:•

* *

#

to fear is not a relapse into barbarism,

but a physical collapse under our crushing materialism.
We have gone to the front so fast that tired humanity
has fallen behind in its power of adaptation. The result is that every other hospital bed is filled with the
mentally afflicted, insane, idiotic, feeble-minded or senile.
And, mark you, these include hosts of good people who
simply could not stand the pace. But that isn’t the
worst of it. Unfortunately this desperate attempt to
keep up with the procession has alienated thousands from
the Church and saddened Heaven with “The Tragedy of
the Empty Pew.” Think of it! The very institution
(Continued on page 810)

December 23, 1931

Chicago Hope Church

CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER

While feeling the
depression Hope Church of Chicago, 111., Rev. I. Van
Westenburg, pastor, is in a thankful mood, and appreciates God’s continual favors. On Thanksgiving evening
the auditorium was packed when the Men’s Brotherhood
gave its second annual entertainment. At the morning
service a very large audience gave thanks to God by
their presence, and also by a generous thank offering to
the Lord. On Sunday, November 22nd, the choir, after
a short sermon by the pastor, presented a Thanksgiving
Cantata before an audience of 500. Great activity is
manifest among the young people of the Church. On
Activities.-

Friday evening, November 27th, they hiked to the Forest
Preserves for an outing. On Thanksgiving morning they
enjoyed a sunrise prayer meeting service. Their average attendance at the pastor’s mid-week Bible Class is 40.

A General

Activities Committee.- A committee known

809

Installationat Fonda.— On Wednesday evening, December 9th, Rev. Putnam Cady, D.D., was installed by
the Classis of Montgomery as pastor of the Fonda, N. Y.,
Church. Rev. C. W. Smith, of the First Amsterdam
Church, President of Classis, presided and read the Form
of Installation.The Scripture lesson was read by Rev.
Robert J. Hogan, of Mayfield, and prayer was offered by
Rev. Fred S. Simmons. The sermon was delivered by
Rev. J. Codings Caton, of the First Union City, N. J.,
Church. The charge to the pastor was given by Rev.
Edward Waite Miller, of Gloversville, and that to the
people by Rev. Edward R. James, of Canajoharie. The
service closed with the benediction, pronounced by the
newly installed pastor. Following the installation a reception was tendered to Dr. and Mrs. Cady in the church
parlors. Refreshments were served and nearly 200 people paid their respects to Dr. and Mrs. Cady. The parsonage has been put in perfect order and the church is
entirely out of debt, with a few hundred dollars in the
bank. The prospects for the future are very bright in

as the "General Activities Committee” has been formed
in the Twelfth Street Church of Brooklyn, N. Y., Rev.
C. C. Cornwell, pastor, and is giving helpful service. this fine church.
The committee is composed of the officers of the various
Accepts Call to Greenwich Church.— Rev. Arthur W.
organizations at work in the Church. The plan is to
have each organization sponsor one Sunday evening ser- Voerman, who since 1924 has been pastor of the Sixth
vice during the winter. These special programs are Church of Albany, N. Y., has intimated that he will
planned for every other week. On October 25 the first accept a call to the Greenwich, N. Y„ Church, in the
Classis of Saratoga. The Albany Church was Mr. Voerof the special services was sponsored by the Home Department of the Sunday school, Miss Agnes A. Cleverley, man's second charge, his first being at the Second
superintendent. Mr. Charles A. Ditmas, President of Church of Freehold, N. J., where he was pastor from
the.Brook.yn S. S. Union was the speaker. Rev. J. E. 1921 to 1924. He is a graduate of Hope College and
Lloyd, D.D., a beloved former pastor, also spoke. On New Brunswick Seminary. Mr. Voerman plans to begin
Sunday, November 8th, the Twelfth Street Band pre- his work at Greenwich with the New Year.
sented a special Armistice Day service, with stirring
C. E. Union Visits County Home.— On Sunday afterpatriotic selections by the band and anthems by the
noon, December 6th, the Christian Endeavorers of the
choir. Miss Mae M. Gooderson gave the address on Mellenville,N. Y., Church shared in a gospel service held
"Lessons from the War.” On Sunday evening, Novem- by members of the Columbia County C. E. Union at the
ber 22nd, the Choir had charge of the program, and a
County Home in Ghent. The Scripture lesson was read
Cantata, “Song of Thanksgiving,” by Maunder, was by Leroy Mitchell, of Martindale. Three of the group
sung by a chorus of seventy voices, made up of the com- brought their musical instruments. "Ivory Palaces”
bined choirs of the Twelfth Street and Grace Lutheran was sung by the young people from Mellenville, accomchurches. Rev. Clifford B. Holland, pastor of the Grace panied by Lowell Prouty, violin, and Willard Traver,
Church, gave the sermon, on the theme “Consider. At- saxophone. The young people of Germantown sang
tendance at these special services has been very grati"The Church by the Side of the Road.” Miss Esther
fying.

Growing Grand Rapids Church. The Richmond
Street Church of Grand Rapids, Mich., is one of the

new

organizations developed by the Classis to take care of
the growth in population. Rev. J. Veldman, the pastor,
helped to organize the congregation and has declined
several invitations elsewhere because of his belief m the
future of the work. Twenty-two members were added
to the roll in 1931 on confession of faith, and there are
now 152 communicants, representing 85 families.

Mission Centenary Meeting in Muskegon.— One of
the series of sectional gatherings planned by the Board
of Foreign Missions was held on Friday, December 11th,
in the Central Church of Muskegon, Mich., Rev. Henry
Veldman, D.D., pastor. A woman’s meeting was held in
the afternoon, and in the evening a general meeting, at
which addresses were delivered by Rev. Wm. I. Chamberlain DD„ of the Board of Foreign Missions, Rev.
Frank Eckerson, of China, and Mrs. Louise Muyskens, of
India.

Peterson, President of the County Union, gave an inspiring and challenging address on the theme "The Valley of Decision,” after which Rev. Martin Hoeksema, of
the Mellenville Church, spoke, giving an opportunity for
reconsecration of life and for confession of faith. The
service closed by the repetition of the Lord’s Prayer in
unison.

Thanksgiving at Bergenfield Church. —At the Clinton
Avenue Church of Bergenfield, N. J., Rev. Harry A. Olsen, pastor, the Thanksgiving Service was held on
Thanksgiving Day, at 10 A. M., and was attended by 138
persons, the largest attendance ever noted at a Thanksgiving gathering. The Communion Service, held on Sunday, December 6th, was well attended, and seven new
members were received, six coming on confession of
faith. Two infants were baptized at this service. All
the gatherings in the church are being better attended
than ever before. The Sunday school, during November,

had

this fine record of attendance: 1st, 299; 8th, 311;

15th, 316; 22nd, 318; and 29th, 311.
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Twenty-five Years at Hastings-on-Hudson.— The men, and the prayers of the church and school are for
Church at Hastings-on-Hudson,N. Y., had an extended their continued success as ambassadors of Jesus Christ.
celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the pastorate of Rev. E. W. Thompson, D.D., beginning on

Novem-

ber 8th, when Dr. Thompson delivered a historical address, which has been printed. In the afternoon of the
same day the Children’s Village, where 500 New York
City boys live, invited Dr. Thompson to conduct the service, which he has done frequently for the last quarter
century, as well as serving as lecturer in the institution,
and as a mark of appreciation he was presented with a
gold-mounted onyx desk-set. On the following Thursday the Woman’s Missionary Society made him an Honorary Member of the Women’s Board of Domestic Missions. On Wednesday, November 21st, a testimonial dinner was served in the chapel, which was crowded to
capacity with the members of the congregation. Among
the invited guests of honor were Bishop Overs, of the
Episcopal Church, the two Catholic priests of the town,
the pastor of the Lutheran Church, Rev. Bernard Montgomery, President of the Classis of Westchester, Mr.
William R. Williams, Superintendent of Schools of Yonkers, representing the Consistory, and Rev. Alfred Duncombe, of Long Branch, N. J., all of whom made addresses. In a special editorial the local newspaper referred to Dr. Thompson’s influence as extending into

every community enterprise, for, as a member of the
Fire Department, Probation Officer for the Police Court,
and President of the Choral Society, he has become the
“Community’s Right Hand Man.” Presents of an eightday chime clock, a handsome radio, a silver box of silver
dollars, representing “ten dollars a year,” and engrossed
sets of resolutions from the Trustees of the Village and
the Consistory, marked a program of goodwill and congratulation.

Retired Minister Run Down By Auto. — Rev. G. A. T.
Goebel, formerly pastor of the Church at Shawangunk,
N. Y., was struck by an automobile on Saturday, November 28th, and very seriously hurt. The accident occurred in Harlem, New York City. Mr. Goebel was waiting at a corner for the lights to change. When the way
was clear he started to cross the street but as he did
so a taxi, whose driver wanted to make a turn, came
around and knocked Mr. Goebel down. A passer-by
stopped the taxi, and made the driver carry Mr. Goebel
to a nearby hospital, where it was discovered that he
had a fractured knee, two collar bones broken, and other
hurts and bruises. While suffering much pain Mr. Goebel believes that he will recover.

Mahwah Missionary Women Hold

Meeting.— The
Women’s Missionary Auxiliary of the Ramapo Church
of Mahwah, N. J., held an interesting all-day meeting on
Wednesday, November 18th. After a morning of sewing for the mission box for the Winnebago Indians, followed by luncheon, the President, Miss Ratie Winter, introduced Mrs. Walter C. Roe, who for about 36 years
has worked among the Indians. Mrs. Roe described the
opening of missions among the different tribes, many of
whom were hostile to Christianity at the beginning, but
who have been won over and have become strong supporters of the schools and churches. Among the young
boys, especially, progress has been very rapid. Mrs. Roc
showed photographs of young Indian boys, when they
first came, and other pictures taken two or three years
later, showing the great

improvement in their looks. The
work has been difficult, owing to the necessity of learning many different dialects and the sign language. There
is still a great deal to be done with these people, but the
work is in good hands, and the future looks hopeful.

Birthday in New Baltimore Church. Sunday, November 15th, was a day long to be remembered by Mrs.
Jennie Wickes, a member of the New Baltimore, N. Y.,
Church, for it was her 88th birthday. Mrs. Wickes received many remembrance cards from friends both in
and out of the village. She is the oldest member of the
Church, both in years and in church membership, having united in October, 1862. She is still a very regular
attendant upon the services of worship. For years she
has been a member of the Ladies’ Missionary Society,
and at present, in spite of her age, she attends all the
meetings of the organization. She served as Secretary
of the Society for many years. When her sight was better she attended Missionary Rallies and Conventions in
all parts of the country. She also entertained many representatives of missionary enterprises of the Reformed
Church.

The Point of View
(Continued from page 808)

ordained of God to preserve our spiritual stability
through sheer neglect has denied its Sacramental consolations to millions!

•XCall Accepted to Prairie City.— Rev. E. Huitbregtse,
who has been pastor of the Church at Byron Center,
Mich., has accepted a call to the Church at Prairie City,
Iowa, in the Classis of Pella.

Pompton

a Century Old.— The week of November 13 to 19 will be long remembered by the congregation and young people of the Sunday school of the Pomp-

'

S. S.

ton Lakes, N. J., Church because of the celebration of
the 100th anniversary of the founding of the school. Appropriate services were held during the week, and the
Church services were conducted by and dedicated to the
school and the Young People’s Association, the morning
service being in charge of the school and the evening
being conducted by the young people. During the history of the Church two of its young men, both ardent
workers in the Sunday school, have entered the ministry,
and it was gratifying to have them both present at the
evening service, where they addressed the young people
and a large number of the congregation. Mr. Lester

Bozzard and Mr. Clarence Howard are the two young

But they

X- X-

-X-

•>•

come back, and the Church

will

cease to minister lovingly to

them. Yes,

will never

in spite of the

fact that the golf tournament, the week-end party, the

family reunion, the entertainment of "out-of-town
guests,” is given the right of way, leaving the Church
last, its sun-lit steeple will still stand, the flaming finger
of God pointing us to a better life. Never indulge a
doubt concerning the future! Men can live without gold,
but not without God. They can live without social dissipations, but not without Sacramental consolations.
The Cross of Christ will ever be the standard from which
the divinest influences will radiate.

* * * *

*

In wishing you a joyous Christmas and the happiest
of New Years, I entreat of you to re-consecrate your
souls and your substance to the Church of Christ. All
you have, God gave you. What you are, God made you.
All you will be, His grace will insure. Be true to Him,

and He

is

yours.
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Week
The

of Prayer at Central

A

INTELLIGENCER

N

As

College

religious life of the Central College

campus

usual, the Student Council will probably arrange

for a Christmas party the last day of school before the
is a

prominent phase of the school which is important even
though not spectacular. A committee of the faculty
seeks a personal interview with each new student on
the campus, to see how he becomes connected with the
religious life of the community too, and to help with
personal problems. The committee also arranges for
the speakers during the week of prayer and for the an-

1932.

Christmas vacation, which begins December 18. Classes
resume on January 5,
E. E. S.

nual day of prayer for colleges.

The annual week of prayer comes during
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Improvements at Kirkpatrick Chapel,
Rutgers College
The Kirkpatrick Chapel was erected 1872-1873, a bequest of Mrs. Sophia Avery Kirkpatrick, who died March

purpose. It included origibeginning with a vesper candle-light service on Sunday nally both chapel and library. Its architect was Mr.
afternoon, December t), when Rev. H. C. Jacobs of the
Henry Janeway Hardenbergh.
In 1916, at the One Hundred Fiftieth Anniversary of
Second Pella Church will lead. Circumstances hindered
Rutgers College, the partition walls were removed and
our getting a speaker for the series of meetings as we
the entire building was given to the Chapel. The archiusually have had, so that this year the local pastors will
tect of the change was again Mr. Henry Janeway Hardpresent "The Claims of Christ” as follows: Monday,
enbergh, who gave his services and gave also the chancel
"Christ Crucified,” Rev. Bernie Mulder, D.D., of the First
window, "Jesus the Teacher of the Ages,” as a memorial
Pella Church; Tuesday, "Christ Rejected,” Rev. Mr. Danto Dr. Jacob Rutsen Hardenbergh, his great-greathof, of the First Christian Reformed Church; Wednesgrandfather, first president of the college. The change
day, "Christ Accepted,” Rev. Gerrit Meanings, of the
Third Pella Church; Thursday, "Christ Obeyed," Rev. in the building, with the erection of the chancel and
Mr. Hollebeek, of the Second Christian Reformed other new details, was- the gift of Mr. William P. HardenChurch; and Friday, "Christ Witnessed,” Rev. Mr. Nord- bergh, brother of the architect.
At this time of anniversary and of chapel renovation,
lund, of the Baptist Church. These services will be held
an organ was given by Mrs. William J. Wright, of Bosin the chapel in the middle of the morning session, to
which the townspeople are also invited, as there will be ton, in memory of her father, George Buckham, Esq.,
no evening services in the churches this year as before. graduate of the class of 1832. It was built by the SkinThe Gospel Teams, consisting of from three to five ner Organ Company of Boston, then, as now, accounted
as one of the world’s leading organ builders, to specificastudents, go every Sunday if possible to seven country
tions proposed by the Director of Music, Howard D. Mcdistricts within twenty-five miles of Pella to hold Sunday
Kinney, Professor Francis C. VanDyck and Mr. T. Terschool classes and brief services. This fall about thirty
students have helped in this practical spreading of the tius Noble. During the intervening years it has served
Gospel. Before leaving on Sunday morning for the vari- its purpose well, having become known for the dignity
ous fields, they meet in the parlor of the dormitory for and sweetness of its tone, and year after year it has been
prayer and explanation of the lesson by some minister heard in the daily and Sunday services as well as in recitals. At the time of its installation it was realized
or member of the faculty.
Another religious group on the campus is the Student that the tonal scheme was not complete, and space was
left for what was deemed necessary additions to follow.
Volunteers, who meet every other Sunday afternoon.
Quite recently the first of these contemplated addiThis year they are using the course of reading recommended by the Student Volunteer Movement of New tions has been completed, the effect of which will be
York. Recently four students from John Fletcher Col- plainly noted by all who are familiar with the organ’s
tone. Through a balance remaining from the gift of
lege of Oskaloosa gave a good program of music, readings and talks. The local group will endeavor to obtain Mr. William P. Hardenbergh to the Chapel an addition
as much as possible to pay off the indebtedness on the of five stops has been made to the original scheme.
At the same time chimes have been installed, from
prayer room at Ferris Seminary in Japan.
The Y. M. C. A. and the Y. W. C. A. hold regular meet- the accumulated income of the Rev. Alfred H. Demarest,
(’79,) and the Rev. S. DuBois Demarest, (’87,) Memorial
ings every Thursday morning at the chapel hour. The
men have heard talks on subjects of interest and have Funds, established by Dr. W. H. S. Demarest while he
discussed problems such as dancing and recreation. The
was President of Rutgers.
The new additions were planned and carried out by
women have added a series of talks centering on a charm
Mr. Donald Harrison, of the Skinner Company, a widely
school, discussing such things as dress and courtesy.
They also held a Big Sister party, in which each older recognized expert on organ tone, in consultation with
student acted as sister to a new student; new members the Director of Music of the College. The success of this
were accepted in an impressive candle-light consecration new work is unqualified: a warm brilliance has been added to the organ’s ensemble which was lacking before.
service.
Naturally all the admired softer stops have been reOTHER NEWS ITEMS
The football team nearly made an unusual record, tained and will delight as in former years. It is hoped
winning or tieing all scores, until the last game with the that other memorial gifts will follow, and that this organ
too strong team from Simpson College. At any rate, may thus perpetuate the names of many who have been
the sport is showing an improvement over past years. closely associated with Rutgers in years past and likeThe basketball season will soon begin, the most popular wise serve as a continuing inspiration for the generasport on the

campus and

in

this week,

town. Prospects

look favor-

5, 1871, being used for this

tions of students to come.

able for a good season, since only one of the star team of

tall.

last year is missing,

over six feet

The

and we have several new candidates

first Literary Society play of the

.

year was pre-

sented by the Lambda Epsilon Phi’s, Thursday, December
3. The men chose an impressive play, “Sun-up,” by Lulu
Vollmer, showing life situations in Kentucky.

Many books belong to

sunshine, and should be read
out of doors. Clover, violets, and hedge roses breathe
from their leaves; they are most lovable in cool lanes,
along field paths, or upon stiles overhung by hawthorn,
while the blackbird pipes and the nightingale bathes its
brown feathers in the twilight copse.— Willniof.
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A

Letter of Gratitude from

December

23, 1931

Our Oldest

Member
be remembered that in a recent issue it was
suggested that some of our readers might remember the
(It will

102nd birthday of Mrs. Rhoda, of East Greenbush, N. Y.,
by sending her a card. Her pastor, Rev. Wm. J. Lonsdale, sends the following as evidence of the good wishes
of our subscribers.)

Church

C°^es

arc finding the

way very

difficult

this time of depression. Let us

own with

during

remember our

all possible support.

Mrs. Elizabeth L. Rhoda, with her daughter, Mrs.
Palmer, wishes to express her appreciation to the Christian Intelligencer and its Editor for so kindly mentioning the date of her birthday, and making possible
one of the happiest anniversaries of her many years.
The information conveyed in the columns of the Intel-

ligencer reached many a denominational hearth and
prompted many a Christian heart to send greetings.
Literally, hundreds of birthday cards, letters and tele-

10.3% of All Church Benevolences

is the

Allotted Portion for Education

BOARD OF EDUCATION,
25 East 22nd

Street

- -

R. C. A.

New York

City

grams,— a basketful of affectionate tribute,— came into
the hands of our venerable friend. To her pastor was
given the delightful task of writing this word of gratitude. Mrs. Rhoda and her daughter thank one and all
of the multitude of well-wishers who so graciously
showered her with birthday greetings.

From

the East and the West, from the South and the

North the greetings came. New Jersey vied with New
York in expressions of Christian esteem. It was a spiritual benediction. She could indeed say, "Mine eyes have
seen the coming of the Lord.” Surely the Lord was in
it all.

On her birthday more than

fifty relatives

and friends

turned in at the garden gate and gave personal greetings. How true it is that "Kind hearts are more than
coronets, and simple faith than Norman blood.” And so
it came to pass that a multitude of them that kept holyday, spiritually, as pilgrims of love, set foot on “the
long, long trail awinding into the land of her dreams.”

They started the nightingales singing, and the flowers
were the "forget-me-not and rosemary,” which means
remembrance.
The road that leads to Mrs. Rhoda’s door is literally
"a long, long trail,” through a beautiful land of forests
and farms and winter wheat, green in its autumn growth.
To me it has become a road to romance. In vision I can
see her and her family of the yesteryears driving along
that road, Sunday after Sunday, on their way to worship
in God’s House. It was along that road that she traveled as a bride, seventy-eight years ago, to the same
house in which she still resides.
-

The Only Thing
By Rev. William Louis Sahler

mHE only thing of which a Christian can be proud, acX cording to the New Testament, is the gospel,— "I am
proud of the gospel; for it is God’s saving power for
everyone who has faith, for the Jew first and for the
Greek as well.” (Romans 1:16, Moffatt’s Version.)
I differ somewhat from many of my fellow Christians
who have lived all their lives in the Reformed Church,
(as I have,) and who are proud of the Church, — some
very proud. I have always felt that talking about such
pride

was a display of

denial of the first Christian vir-

by the Master in the Beatitudes. I am
having great joy these days in being proud of the gospel
and of what God has wrought by the gospel through the
Reformed Church in Asia. I desire and pray that every
member of the Reformed Church will come to share this
tue, as given us

joy.

This joy began in

my

soul

when

I read for the

second

time page three of the pamphlet which every minister
in our Church has received, “The Challenge of a Century of Foreign Missions.” As I finished reading those
striking paragraphs, I thought, "What God has wrought
through the Reformed Church.”
God has used our little Church wonderfully by building the first Protestant church in China,— the most populous nation in the world; by founding the first Protestant church and Girls' School in Japan, - where they
still sell girls for harlots; by sending the first medical
missionary to India,— where so many of the 350,000,000
still suffer from partial starvation and so many dreadful diseases; and by the work of our pioneers in Arabia

and Mesopotamia.

Through the work of our missionaries in Asia more
precious, immortal souls have been called into indepen-

dent united churches than are now in our whole denomination, at home.

the message which the officers of the churches,
ministers and consistorymen must take to every member
of our denomination. To fail to do so is to deprive those
members of the joy of knowing "What God hath
wrought” through our prayers and our gifts.
This

is

Distress on the Dulce Reservation
A letter from Rev. J. Denton Simms, dated November
28th, tells of conditions which are causing great dis"Perhaps you have seen
the newspaper reports of the terrible snowstorm which
has fallen over this part of the Rocky Mountain region.
Snow started falling Friday, November 20th, and continued until Sunday, the 22nd, when there was about
five feet on the level, and in some places on the reservation, seven and eight feet deep. This brought on, of
course, extremely cold weather. We have had 36 degrees
below zero already, the coldest temperature ever known
here in November. We had another foot of snow last
night and it is still snowing today.
"It is a very hard blow to our Jicarilla Indian people,
for many of them were caught in the high altifudes with
their sheep, and a heavy loss is inevitable. Every available resource is being used to break trails for the sheep
tress on the Dulce Reservation :

that are trapped so they may get to the southern part
of the reservation where the snow is heavy, but not as
deep as it is here. Mr. Graves, the Government Agent
of the* reservation, was far from the Agency when the
storm came on and two rescue parties were sent out before he was finally found and brought in. Those Indians,— poor, old and sick,— who are likely to suffer in
such weather, are being carefully provided for and we
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are trying to keep traffic open so there will be as little
suffering as possible.
‘‘Here at the mission we are having Gonzales, our Indian helper, working at the furnace all night so that
our children may be comfortable, and how thankful we
are for our new heating equipment! If only the coal
man can keep us supplied with coal, we will be all right.
This storm means that we will have a bitter winter, for
this snow will remain until April and we have no assurance that there will not be much more before long.
There has been much loss of life in the mountains, but
as far as we know we have not lost one from this tribe.
We shall make every effort to protect our children from
any discomfort or illness which might be caused by these

very severe weather conditions."
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SHALL WE?
One great American rimreh has
duced

its

re-

and

aid for disabled ministers

widows three times in the last few
months, and another is making a cut
just

This

now

of 2()c/f on all its grants.

because the congregations have
not given enough to furnish the money
needed. The contributions to the Disabled Ministers’ Fund have fallen off
is

greatly. Must the Reformed Ohurch
also cut its grants?

Progress Toward Presbyterian Unity
By Wm.

T71ARLY

J. Rkid, D.D.

in September the Commission on

Vl

operation and Union of the Presbyterian Church,
U. S. A„ and the Committee on Presbyterian Unity of
the United Presbyterian Church met at Ross Mountain
Park, near Ligonier, Pa. A plan of union was prepared
at that meeting. Then the Joint Committee adjourned
to meet in Pittsburgh, November 10, that time might be
afforded for further study of the plan and possibly some
revision of details.

A

itlinisters’

Church Co-

great deal of satisfaction was felt by the Joint

Com-

Jfunb

of the Reformed Church in America

25 EAST 22nd STREET,

NEW YORK

Rev. Frederick Mueller, President of the Classis of Albany, presided, assisted by Rev. Edwin Thomas Jones,
of the Third Albany Church.

what was accomplished at the November meeting. The plan of union was made complete. This plan

mittee

in

contains the doctrinal basis of union, together with the
terms of subscription to the doctrines, concurrent
declarations which express the intentions of the two
Churches as to policies to be followed by the united
Church, and the categorical question which is to be submitted to the presbyteries for their vote.

Hope College News

Items

The Y. W. C. A. held an unusually interesting meeting
on Tuesday evening, when the three daughters of Rev.
Harry P. Boot, missionary to China, but now on furlough in Holland, presented three phases of mission
work. They discussed the "why,” “where,” and "how”
Each Church has its books of government, discipline of missions. These sisters, Marian, Ethyl, and Harriet,
and worship, which are substantially the same. Yet are students at Hope College. Miss Edith De Young was
there are some differences, and to avoid confusion until
the leader of the meeting.
the united Church can take action on such matters, three
Mr. Cornelius Van Deelen, of the Junior Class, disnew books have been prepared: a form of government,
cussed at the Y. M. C. A. the religious life of students
a book of discipline and a directory of worship.
at different colleges and countries. Having been a stuA pamphlet is now being prepared containing the plan
dent at the University of Wisconsin and the University
of union, together with the three books just mentioned,
of Berlin, he could bring interesting comparisons, and
and some time next month this pamphlet will be mailed
he said students at Hope were fortunate in the fine posito all the ministers of both Churches. The Committee
tive religious spirit here prevailing.
will be happy to receive suggestions as to changes or
At the morning chapel services selections were read
amendments before March 1, 1932. After that the Joint
Committee will make its submissions to the General during this week from the Sermon on the Mount. Dr.
G. Van Zyl, professor of Chemistry, led on Monday and
Assemblies.
The plan of union is a rather brief document and, hav- Tuesday, Rev. P. E. Hinkamp on Wednesday, and Prof.
ing been completed, could have been published at once. T. Veergeer, department of Biology, on Thursday and
But the Committee felt that it would be better to make Friday. On Friday morning, Mr. Ben Spence, formerly
Washington correspondent for the Toronto Star, gave an
everything public at the same time, especially since this
Open Forum talk on the Canadian Liquor Law. Much
will cause a delay of only two or three weeks.
There was perfect agreement among the Committee interest was shown and many questions asked.
in their conclusions. Their constant prayer

was

for the

guidance of the Spirit in this important matter, and that
the Churches may also know His will and follow it.

An abbreviated Milestone has been decided on for this
year by a committee of the Junior Class. The cost of
the edition will be kept within the amount allowed for

The United Presbyterian.

this in the blanket fee.

-

The faculty held their regular monthly meeting on
Night of Music in Albany. -At the evening service
on Sunday, December 6th, in the ‘‘Old First" Church of
Albany, N. Y., the congregations of the Classes of Albany, Greene, Saratoga, Schenectady and Rensselaer
united in a musical service furnished by the combined
choirs of the First, Third, Fourth, Sixth and Delmar
churches. Rev. Victor J. Blekkink, of Cohoes, delivered
an address, his subject being “In Praise of Holland."

Friday afternoon. This week closes the second six-week
period. The Christmas vacation will begin on Friday
noon, December 18.

The Divinity Guild

will take up for several meetings

the study of comparative religions. The fy-st one studied

study.

was Russellism. Much
bers in this

interest is

shown by the memA. E. L.
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The

WORLD OUTLOOK

A Day With

the Sunday

School Visitor at

McKee

“Over Hill and Glen,, is a line of a
song of which we are reminded when

a

certain trail to a cabin
tucked snugly within the hills. We
trudge long upon a stony pathway. The
silence of nature is upon us. Only the
rustling of leaves and chirping of a bird
is heard now and then. The scenery is
awe inspiring. The day is the kind that
makes us think of a prayer of one of our
Dormitory girls, “May our lives be as
following

for

December

23, 1931

YOUNG PEOPLE

ing over a mountain ridge from whose
crest an oval garden lay revealed with
A three-day training Conference for waving rows of corn, millet, and beans,
high school girls is described by one of — reacning a market center whose temour friends in China. The hours were ples are falling to destruction but whose
given over to a discussion of “how we neat church looks well cared for,-*-ei^
can be better Christians.” As the girls tering a flower garden which separated
sat on the rocks above the rolling Pacific the church from the parsonage of the
waves, ideals flew fast as they talked refined, courteous pastor whose three
together of their purpose in life and ex- lovely daughters have gone into Chrispressed the hope that the breadth of tian service.
vision they were finding there by^the sea
Contrasts indeed were seen in this
would work into their daily lives and trip. Alert eager faces “seeking the
personal relationships.
best,” — and opium born langor. Which

A Glimpse

of

China

beautiful as this day.”

A winding pathway, hidden from view
by a large rock, leads us to our destination. The father of the home is sawing
logs for the large fireplace of so small
a home. We enter and find the daughters seated comfortably in the room that
serves as living room and also as sleeping room. The mother is away at work.
She is the bread winner of the family.
She is no longer young and carries the
burdens of the family. How often we
have wished the younger shoulders would
help carry them, but they have been
given a smaller task. We are asking
them to accept a Sunday School Quarterly to read to their “mammy” who cannot read. And, again we pray that the
gospel seed so planted may bring forth
fruit.

We

return to the road. In the distance and upon a slope we catch a
glimpse of another home. We are to
stop at this home also. This time the
family is out on the porch. An interesting family it is. Among the children,
of whom some are grown, is a motherless waif enjoying the privileges of the

The same friend writes of a

recent is to be the dominant picture in rural
trip through China’s villages, the homes China? China, the dumping ground of
of many of the girls who come into our the world’s worst, or a fruitful field
Mission Schools. She speaks of travel- for seeking to share one’s best,— which
ing by cart through dismal sand to a is it to be? Answers are coming daily
village where Christ has never been pre- from many quarters in ways confusing

sented, — spending a night in a home
home. A grandchild has also been taken which is a shell of former grandeur with
in and the warmth of such hospitality buildings deteriorating, garden run wild,
is felt. The two children mentioned are youth hopeless, and age helpless, caught
members of our Sunday school. In the and trapped by the opium habit which

spring they brought us many a “flower is ruining all, — travelling back from the
pot” (as a bouquet of flowers is called railroad thirteen miles by donkey, passhere) for church decoration. The flowers were picked along the same wooded
pathVay that we have come today. The
Book Notes
mother, who seldom gets out, has become
a member of the Home Department of
The Council of Women for Home Misthe Sunday school. In this way the sions and the Missionary Education

touch of church life so needed here is
given through the Sunday school.
We have made a distance of about two
miles and are returning to the Station.
One more visit will complete the day.
A tidy young housewife and her five
year old child welcome us into their
home. We are not staying long, yet
long enough to see the box of cards
and Sunday school papers the little girl
had saved and the fine interest the mother has taken in matters of the Sunday
school.

Thus we meet varied

circumstances

and varied needs and also joys. Little
children's need of care grips our heart.
The simplicity and contentment of the
people in their mountain homes is witnessed ; thankfulness too, for this year’s

abundance of crops. Still the lift along
the way is needed. We invite you to
share in all that is being done toward
“Complete Living” for the mountain
people.

— Contributed by
Miss Winnie Bouma,
McKee, Kentucky.

Movement have just published a new
pamphlet entitled “Making America
Christian,” by Arthur V. Casselman.
This is a guide in the study of the home
mission of the church based on the research and findings of the North Ameri-

can Home Missions Congress held

in

Washington last winter. It will help
church groups to master the immense
amount of valuable material on American conditions and the work of the home

and

puzzling to China’s youth. China
stands beckoning for you to come to see
and share the thrill and the needs and
the challenge of it all. If you cannot
come bodily, take flights of imagination

frequently! Send your thoughts and
your prayers to China today.

adopted by the Student Volunteer Movement for use at its quadrennial convention in December, 1931, and it is hoped
that the missionary agencies of the
churches will be able to use it widely.
The price is 75 cents. A special paper
bound edition at 50 cents has been prepared for the Convention.

The Beauty of the Beatitudes. By

J.

W. G. Ward,

D.D., Litt.D., Pastor,
First Congregational Church,
Detroit, Michigan.

These excellent discourses must have
mission boards as presented in the Data been much admired by Dr. Ward’s DeBooks prepared in advance of the Wash- troit congregation and doubtless helped
ington Congress and also in the Con- many people to an interpretation of the
familiar words of Jesus, pt the begingress Report.
Leaders of groups studying the Chal- ning of the Sermon on the Mount. The
lenge of Change in the coming months exposition is discriminating.The dicwill find Mr. Casselman’s pamphlet sug- tion is clear, direct, and graphic, and
gestive for collateral use. The price of at times rises to marked poetic beauty.
There is an abundance of illustration,
the pamphlet is 50 cents.
incident, quotation and literary allusion.
» '
Books of this character are an aid to
The Century Company announces the understanding. Yet, as the author recpublication of a new missionary hymnal ognizes as he comes to a close, true inentitled Hymns of the Widening King- sight into the meanings of the Master
domt edited by Alice L. Buchanan, who is to be gained only by the way of exis an active worker in Missionary Edu- perience and life. (Fleming H. Revell
cation. This is the book that has been Company, $1.50.)
'

'
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THE AMERICAN SEAMEN’S
FRIEND SOCIETY

Benevolent Societies

CHICAGO TRACT SOCIETY
ORGANIZED

1889

INCORPORATED 1898

Organized

1828

Incorporated 1833

The only American

undenominational Society
doing welfare work for seamen in sixteen affiliated and co-operating stations in Japan, Europe.

815

Educational Institutions

NEW BRUNSWICK
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Has missionaries speaking 26 languages and South America and the United States.
FOUNDED 1784
Christian literature in 38 languages.
lioan Libraries ($25) for crews at sea placed
Last year conducted 2.119 public meetings, and on vessels sailing from New York.
visited 42.703 immigrant home's in thirteen NorthShipwrecked and destitute seamen aided.
Year 1931-32 Begins September 23
Central States and Canada.
PUBLISHES the “Sailors’ Magazine” ($1.00).
All donations should be sent to
SUPPORTED by contributions and legacies.
Winchester Noyes, President ; George Sidney
Chicago Tract Society
FACULTY
Webster,
D.D., Secretary.
440 S. Dearborn Street
Chicago. 111.
Clarence C. Pinmo, Treasurer, 72 Wall Street. John H. Ravtn, D.D ............. Old Testament
Rev. L. B. Trowbridge. Secretary
New York, to whom contributionsmay be sent. John W. Beardslee, Jr.. Ph.D., D.D , New Testament
Edward S. Worcester,D.D. . Systematic Theoloyy
Theodore Floyd Bayles, D.D. . Practical Theology
Milton J. Hoffman, D.D ......... Church History
William A Weber. D.D ..... Religious Education
Ixiuis H. Holden. Ph.D., I) ..... English Bible
W. H. S. Demarest, D.D., LL.D., Constitution, R.C. A.
Milton T. Stauffer. F.R.G.S ............Missions
(Incorporated)
Justin
Williams ......................Elocution
(Organized
1825)
Organized
Incorporated 1884

- -

.

.

NEW YORK SABBATH
COMMITTEE

1857

I)

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY

The century-old and approved agency of the
liocal. National and International.Secures, defends and enforces wholesome Sunday laws with Churches for the publicationand circulation of
LIBRARY -62.000 VOLUMES
Christian Literature in 60 languages.
the privilege of worship for everybody.
Distributed last year 5.585,879 pieces of litera- John C. Van Dyke. L.H.D., LL.D ..... Librarian
Its literature includes more than a hundred titles
ture
where the need was greatest.
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the Church had a large place in his
heart. We think of him as a cultured Christian
Deaths
gentleman, ji faithful officer of the Church and
a worthy servant of God. We miss him much in
our fellowship and counsels. We cherish his memIN ME MORI AM
ory and console ourselves with the faith that he
Whereas, our dear Heavenly Father, in His has intend into the larger life.
It is Resolved, that a copy of this Minute be
great love and wisdom, has deem id best to call
sent to the family of our departed friend, and also
unto Himself from active Christian service
to the Christian Intelligencer for publication.
MRS. CHARLES S. DUNNING,
Arthur F. Mabon, President.
we. the members of the Woman's Auxiliary of the
Philip J. Thompson, Clerk.
Brighton Heights Reformid Church, bow in humble submission to the will of Almighty God.
terests of

We

CENTRAL COLLEGE
PELLA. IOWA
Founded 1853

An

Institution of the

Reformed Church

express our heartfelt sorrow at the passing

in

our dearly beloved friend and member, and
have a grateful appreciation of her faithul ser-

of

PARKER’S
HAIR BALSAM

vice in our community, and extend to her husband our sincere and deep sympathy in his loss.
We earnestly hope and pray that her beautiful
life may prove an incentive to each of us. that
we may be more consecratedand do nobler deeds
for Christ and the Church. And be it
'Resolved, that a copy of this expression of our
sympathy hi* placid upon the minutes of the
Woman’s Auxiliary of the Brighton Heights Reformed Church, and published in the Staten Island
Advance, and also in the Christian Intelligencer.

Mrs. H. F. De Nyse.
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Foreign Missions

.1 Minute of Appreciation of the Lati

Raphael Ashton Weed, Elder

The Consistory of the Hamilton Grange Re-

MONDAY, JAN.

25, 1932

formed Church of New York City desires to record its sorrow at the death of a beloved fellow
member,

RAPHAEL ASHTON WEED.

Since early summer Mr. Weid has been seriously ill. In September he came from Newburgh.
N. Y., where h«' had resided for several years
past, to the City Club, in New York City, for
special medical care, which, it was hoped, would
restore him to health. But this was not to be, and
he passid away in sleep on the morning of Novemb r 16th. A brief service was held in the
Hamilton Grange Reformed Church on Tuesday
afternoon. November 17th. The regular funeral
services were held in the Ami rican Reformed
Church, in Newburgh, N. Y.. on Wednesday. November 18th. after which the body was laid to
rest beside his beloved wife in the cemetery at

Walden. N. Y.
Mr. Weed was distinguished for research work
the field of local history and that of genealogical lore. He was keenly apprec:ativeof the fine
things associated with the Drama. As an artist
he possessed and exercised talents of high order.
As a fellow-member with us in the Consistory we
think especially at this time of Mr. Wind. Although he left New York City about six years
ago, Mr. Weed never severed his church membership. He was senior member of the Consistory
in years of service, first as Deacon, afterwards as
Elder. It was unusual for him to miss a meeting of the Consistory, frequently making the trip
to New York solely for this purpose. Only on
rare occasions was he absent from the regular
Communion services. All that concerned the inin

not too early to begin to plan
for a delegation from your church to
attend the special Fellowship Supper
and Evening Program for girls and
young women which is a part of the
Birthday Celebration of the Women’s
Board of Foreign Missions. Miss
Charlotte C. Wyckoff and Dr. Paul
Harrison are to be the speakers at the
evening meeting and the supper will
give opportunity to meet friends and
missionary guests. Supper (75c) will
he served at 5:45 o’clock in the Holland House Restaurant, 278 Fifth
Avenue, and the evening meeting is
It is

to be in the Chapel of the Marble
Collegiate Church, 29th Street and
Fifth Avenue. Reservation may be
made in the Young Women’s Office,
25 East 22nd Street, making checks

payable to Department of Young
Women’s Work. A cordial invitation
is

extended to

all.

“If there is a better instrument for the
maintenance of Christian Culture than the
Liberal Arts College, I do not know of it.”
—Dr. Robert L. Kelly.
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If America ever needed its colleges, to
steady and direct its thinking, to put the
man above the dollar, to emphasize essentials rather than accessories, it is now. in
the time of economic depression and financial panic.

Central College, at Pella. Iowa, has already proved its worth to the Church and
the world by training young people for
Christian Leadership.
It needs your help. Won’t you help to
strengthen and maintain this institution
of Christian Culture?
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President

JOHN WESSELINK, D.D.
Pella, Iowa
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Christian Endeavor Topic
Sunday, January 3, 1932

What Jesus Teaches About
Truthfulness
John 8:32; 18:37; Matt. 5:37
(Consecration Meeting)

This is a good subject for the New
Year. It has to do with the stability
of the nation and the happiness of the
individual. Jesus called Himself the
Truth and told Pilate that He, Jesus, had
come into the world to bear witness unto
the truth. Jesus hated shams and His
most cutting words were against hypocrites. A hypocrite is literally a maskwearer and it is a word that comes from
the use of the drama. The man on the
stage appears to be something other
than what he is. The fool may set himself up as a philosopher, an'd the pauper
may act the part of the rich man.
Shakespeare says, “All the world’s a
stage and all the men and women merely players; they have their exits and
their entrances, and one man in his time
plays many parts.” Yes, it is possible
for a person to pretend what he is not.

Perhaps we need to define a lie. To
lie is to say or do anything untrue with
the intention to deceive. Jesus was
never guilty of deception. In John 14:2
He assures His disciples that they can
trust Him. A writer has said: “The
test for us is, whether we would ever
imagine Christ acting in this way,” for
the purpose of deceiving, “either for the
sake of others or, which would be quite
as justified since self-love is a moral
duty, for his own sake.” Now see how
Jesus acted. He spoke in the clearest
way when it cost Him disciples (Matt.

December

By Martha Tarbell, Ph.D
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when it pained His friends
8:31, 32) ; and when it cost Him
His own life (John 18:5, 8).
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19:21);

(Mark
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A great

Bible student has said that
the beginning of the teachings of Jesus
in regard to honesty was that a person
is bound to believe the truth. The fact
is that there can be no ethics for moral
life without something of a creed. “As
a man thinketh in his heart so is he.”
And so Jesus stresses the importance
of believing. In the history of His life
as given in the Gospels, at least forty

times

He

EARN
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uses that imperative word

believe. He shows that faith is the very
foundation of life. By it we walk, by
it we win, by it we are saved.
This matter of getting at the truth is

“Probably nobody
since the world be-

a very important one. Truth is not
merely a matter of opinion; it is a
straight path marked out by God Him-

gan has told

so

many people about
so many things.”

self,

—

Jupiter and so be unable to maintain the opinions they had expressed.
God as seen in Jesus Christ is the ultimate standard of truth, and the truth
about Christ is found in the Scriptures.
Jesus Himself said, “Search the Scriptures for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and these are they which testify
of Me.” The Bible is our life chart;
the pilot who refuses to follow his chart
and because of this wrecks his ship has
nobody to blame but himself. He may
be sincere in what he does but it will
not save him.

—

Write short stories and news items for
magazines and newspapers. Write today
for FREE copyright book “How to Write
for Pay.”
PRESS INSTITUTE, 118, St. Louis Mo.

and Jesus walked in it. Prejudice
may prevent us from walking in it. It
is said that the enemies of Galileo ut»+
terly refused to look through his teleAll through the teachings of Jesus scope lest they might observe the satel-

there runs the thought of the importance
of honesty, both in the common experiences of life and in the emergencies.
Jesus makes it clear that we are to tell
the truth under all conditions or, if we
cannot tell the truth, we are bound to
silence. He shows the importance of revealing truth through our lives as well
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as through our lips, which would mean
that we give a just wage, pay our debts,
and are true to our obligations. To
teach this Jesus refers again and again
to the moral law. It comes out in the
Sermon on the Mount, and it is the
golden thread of the Golden Rule that
we So unto others as we would have
In John 8:32 we are told by Jesus
them do unto us. Pope sang, “An hon- that the truth makes men free. Reest man is the noblest work of God.” member, young people, that “Only the
And Burns puts it,
truth can be let alone.” If you speak
“An honest man, though ne’er sae puir, the truth you can live without any feel-
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Perhaps the strongest name He had for Mark 12:14. He is not afraid of the
PEKIN, ILLINOIS
the devil was that he was a “liar,” and light for he has nothing to conceal.
He spoke of him as being “the father of
lies.” John 18:44. It was said of God
that it was impossible for Him to lie,
and if we partake of the character of
rVNE REASON why the GENERAL SYNOD adopted the NORTHGod, then it ought to be impossible for
JUNIOR COLLEGE at Orange City was because it
us to lie.
is located in the largest Reformed Church center west of Michigan.

Is king o’

men

for a’ that.”

Vf WESTERN

Suppose that in the life of Jesus there
was just one point where Jesus told a
falsehood. Our confidence in Him would
end right there. The searchlight of criticism has been upon him through all
the ages, but He stands before the world

today as the embodiment of

truth.
Therefore, He is worthy of our trust.
His friendship will be of the most loyal

kind. He taught the truth, spoke the
truth, and was the truth. In John 8:45

He

says, “I told the truth.”

Because of
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STRATEGIC POSITION

of the Northwestern Junior

FUTURE

of the Reformed Church in the West, the
General Synod recommended the Junior College to the generosity of
all the churches of our denomination. EVERY CONSISTORY was
asked by letter recently, to give the people an OPPORTUNITY to
College for the

contribute.

NORTHWESTERN JUNIOR COLLEGE
Orange

City -

-

Iowa

n,

CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER

Christinas

fops in Hsia's

Christmas in China
By Miss Edna Beekman

/CHRISTMAS

always is a happy time with us, and this
year I think it was happier than usual. The Saturday before Christmas, the girls decorated the School
Chapel very beautifully with red roping and tinsel and
green and red crepe paper streamers, and big bells. All
outdoors was decorated, too, for our poinsetta trees and
hedges are a mass of brilliant bloom. Sunday we had
our Christmas lesson and carols. Schools closed Wed-

ip

p

Jfielbs

them grope till they seized a gift. They were
all so excited, it was hard to make them wait their turn.
From there we went to the High School program and
after that was over, about 10:30, we all opened our
Christmas packages together.
The next morning at 5:30, the Women’s School were

and so

1st

singing a Christmas

hymn

at their early prayer meeting.

At 5:45 the teachers of the Boys’ School came around
singing carols, and at six o'clock, our High School girls

came.
At nine o’clock Christmas morning the Primary School
held its Christmas service for the poor women and chilnesday noon, and that evening we had our Christmas endren on Kolongsu. School children some weeks before
tertainments, — the Primary School at six and the High
had brought the names and ages of poor people in their
School at 7:30, so that we could attend both. The High
neighborhood and so we had been able to prepare the
School girls, in addition to a fine rendering of Christmas
gifts appropriately. The class president had gone with
carols by the Glee Club, gave a dramatization of the
us to Amoy to buy cloth and toys and candy with the $89
opening scenes of Ben Hur, with the Wise Men, Herod,
the girls had contributed and with other gifts received
the priests and High Priests, shepherds, Joseph, Mary,
we were able to get 600 sweet buns as well. So each of
the angels, the innkeeper, a Jewish family, etc. They
came to me Monday to get costumes for them all. It the 50 women received cloth, a roll of pennies, and a bag
of buns, and each of the 65 children cloth, candy, buns,
was as fascinating as a cross-word puzzle to get them all
and a toy. It was most interesting to see them come up
fixed up. But when on Tuesday, the three teachers who
in groups from two to eight, after the meeting, led by
- the school girl who had given in their names, to receive
their gifts. Some of their names were most amusing,
“Aunty Tea,” “Mrs. Bright,” “Aunty Satin,” “Female,”
“Call-a-little-brother,” “Beckon-a-little-brother,”“Not
wanted,” “Brought-up-any-old-way,” “Stone,” "Shrimp,”
“Dog,” “Little Sister,” “Heavenly Happiness,” "Heavenly Treasure,” “Jade,” “Black Ear,” “Old Lady,” "Red
Plum,” “Water,” “Lion Cage," “Water Lily,” “Miss Pagoda,” “Almond,” “Sea Water,” “Completed,” etc.
The High School girls went to four chapels on Amoy
Island, giving out 100 gifts in each place, and they also
had special services with the children of the two children’s meetings, which they hold every Sunday at two
villages on Kolongsu.

We
Poor people helped at Christmas by the Girls’ School. Amoy, China
“Golden Phoenix” with “Heavenly Treasure" on her back. The little girls
are “Call a Little Brother” and “Not Wanted”

had charge of the program in the Primary School came
also for costumes, and I found they also wanted a Mary,
a Joseph, Wise Men, shepherds and angels, — I wondered
what I should do. Their faces fell when I told them the
High School girls had beaten them to it. But we ransacked my trunks, and got costumes for them all, and
the children did look sweet. The closing scene was most
impressive, as the Wise Men came to offer their gifts.
I had translated “We Three Kings of Orient Are” into
Chinese, and they sang that as they came down the aisle
and then each sang her verse as a solo as she knelt and
offered the gift. The audience was very quiet and reverent. Our closing selection was a living Christmas tree.
Twenty-one girls were arranged in the shape of a tapering tree and the tinsel bound around their heads, the
capes of green crepe paper streamers, and the lighted
candles each held gave quite a Christmas tree appearance. They sang about seven of the Christmas carols
which have been translated into Chinese.
After the entertainment, I had them come into the
drill court, where I had strung up a long clothesline between two of the pillars, hung with over 200 giftstoys, balls, pocket books, and little bottles of candy.
We blindfolded the girls ten at a time by letting them
put on big red caps which came down to their shoulders,

had our own Christmas dinner that

evening,

—

seven of us together. So you see it was a busy day we
had, but a happy day! Yes, and at 11 o’clock we had the
children from the “Pity-Little-Children’s Home” come
and receive their gifts, and then I took the school children down to the beach to play till one. It’s only a few

School Girls playing on the beach. Christmas Day. Amoy. China

minutes’ walk from the school. And now, our schools
are closed for a three weeks’ vacation, after which we
come back for two weeks of review and examinations,
then rest a week, then open for the spring term. It’s a
very awkward arrangement, but the authorities are

CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER
using this method to get the people to do away with the
observation of the old Chinese New Year (moon reckoning) and keep January first instead. Having tried unsuccessfully for a few years in the past, this time they
are working through the school children and arranging
the vacation in this way will mean we will have already
started the spring term when the old Chinese New Year
comes around. Time will tell whether their purpose will
be accomplished.
-

How Christmas

.....
Is

-

"

Celebrated

in Bahrain,

P.

IyJ. due. And when

it

we have our own celebration. There

is

the party for our Christian helpers, — colporteur, Biblewoman, teachers, nurses, hospital assistants, and their
families. After our program around the tree and the
distribution of gifts wfc'all have lunch together. This
year the group was so large that we had three simultaneous luncheons in the three mission homes, with twelve
at each table.

Nor do we forget the other Christians in the community. We always have a special Christmas tea for the
Europeans and another for the Catholic group, who are
ployed as telegraph operators, engineers, clerks, etc.

We

Dame

'IM'ANY people ask about our Ead months before it

of course

mostly Indian, Anglo-Indian or Goanese and are em-

Persian Gulf
By Mrs. Louis

And

is

arrives we celebrate it royally.

And why should we not? To adequately celebrate the
birth of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, He that

have at least a dozen or more “parties,” lasting
well over a week and I am sure you will agree that
CHRISTMAS in Bahrain is spelled with capital letters!
It is a wonderful, happy, glorious time and the true
meaning of the season seems especially real. It is our
prayer and hone that some of those we entertain may

was born Wonderful, Counsellor, . . . Prince of Peace?
A big tree of the tamarisk variety, which grows here,
is set up and trimmed in the big mejlia (reception room)
which stands by itself near the gate of the compound.
This room is the scene of most of the parties. Then in
each mission home small artificial trees are trimmed and
set up in prominent places and other decorations fes-

catch and hold that real meaning and realize that for
them too comes the glowing message of the Christmas
angel, “For unto you is born this day ... a Saviour
which is Christ the Lord."

tooned about.
Usually the first “party” is for the Moslem helpers.
These are the men, women and boys who work in the
hospitals, schools and homes. We sing the Christmas
hymns in Arabic, read the Christmas story from the
Bible, the preacher gives a talk and prayer. Then Arab
refreshments are served, consisting of sweets, bitter
coffee, and cinnamon tea. When darkness falls the
magic lantern “show” is given, — a few slides of famous
churches and scenes from other lands, the Holy Land
and pictures of the Life of Christ and a few favorite
stories. Each year the pictures seem new and are eagerly looked forward to and appreciated. Gifts are then distributed and bags of nuts and candy, with an orange for
each, and the crowd goes home.
The big party for the women usually taxes all our
patience and strength. They come by dozens and in
droves. Some come hours before the time scheduled.
They keep on coming until the place is full and running
over. And still they come!
HoW the girls of the school do enjoy their Christmas
party! We usually have it on a morning toward the end
of the week when most of the other parties are over.
If the day is sunny and pleasant we play games outdoors in the yard first and then go inside by the tree
for a few more. “Hide the Thimble” and “Clumps” are
great favorites.
Next we sing our Christmas songs and have our program followed by refreshments, and then comes the
thrilling "part of the day, and in fact of the year. The
dolls are given out. How the eyes sparkle and the lips
smile when the names get called off! I make it a rule
that the girls having the best attendance for the year

By Miss Jennie A. Pieters

Christmas at Baiko Jo Gakuin
frpHE Christmas program at Baiko was quite different
J. this year from that of previous years, and much
truer to the Spirit of

Christmas. Last year some

of us

thought our programs lacked that spirit of reverence we
felt should be there. To correct this we desired to introduce a “White Gift Christmas” and I sent for such a
leaflet to our Board of Publication in New York. Of
course it had to be translated and made adaptable to our
school. When Miss Mackenzie, of the Presbyterian Mission, came in the fall I asked her to take charge of it as
she was teaching some of the singing classes and also
has a gift for putting on programs, which I have not
She went over it, had it properly translated and put in
the touches which would make it fit our school.

get the nicest dolls.
In all our parties by songs, readings, talks, pictures or

White Gift Christmas at Baiko Jo Gakuin

drama we repeat the message of the Christmas story in
many different ways. The people seem to listen more

The stage setting was the same throughout the evening. There were three tall candles in the foreground

appreciatively at this festal time so it is a wonderful

and in the background was a mountain with a path leading from the Manger at the foot to the Cross at the top.
After a short piano prelude and introduction and explanations, different classes sang suitable Christmas
hymns interspersed with Bible readings by one of the
older girls. These all bore on the Christmas message.
During the second part a representative from each
class came, bringing the offering of that class. These
were followed by offerings from the Y. W. C. A., the

opportunity.
Besides the large party for women we usually have a
few special groups as well. For two years now we have
had a special party for Hindu ladies, of whom there are
eight or ten residing here now. At this party our bright
Christian Indian nurses are a great help in interpreting,
for as a rule the Hindu ladies know neither English nor
Arabic. These smaller parties are held in our homes.

CHRISTIAN. INTELLIGENCER
the

village children and teachers are all gathered together,

audience. At the close of this the first candle, representing “Substance,” was lighted. Then came the Junior
College students bringing garments they had made for
the poor, and the Leader of the Gift Bearers lighted the
candle of “Service.” After this those who had been baptized during the year (some of them) came forward and

and stores of Christmas cards are counted and tied up
into bundles. For it is the aim of each missionary to
provide some little gift, not only for the more fortunate
children who live in the station, but to send something

Sunday

school, the teachers

and the

the candle of “Self’ was lighted.

offering

from

to the children in every Christian village, so that all

may

have some share in the Christmas joy.

Words and songs were

chosen for the purpose of directing the thought of the
audience to the road of Service which leads from the

all

Manger to the Cross.

Many spoke

of the impressiveness of the pageant, the

and we hope that this may
do away with the old type of program at Christmas
time. Christmas as a holiday is becoming well known
all through Japan. The larger merchants everywhere
have Christmas trees, well decorated and presided over
by Santa Claus. We want our program to be an opportunity to bring the message of the Star and the Manger.
Christmas Sunday witnessed a baptismal service in
each of our two churches. There were eight men and
women baptized in the one and twelve students in the
other. Six were from our school and six from the Higher Commercial school. These boys have been drawn to
our church by means of a Bible class taught by one of

spirit of reverence it evoked,

our teachers, and by the

warm

friendliness of the pastor.

His study seems to be their Club

room.

It is a fine sight

to see from 20 to 30 of these young fellows at the morning service,— simply because they want to come and will

do so in spite of what their companions may think or
say.

' *

Christmas at Chang Chow, China
By Miss Leona Vander Linden
T7
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W

<

had a happy Christmas. Since we have the two

Mission "infants” in our Station we tried hard to
make them forget what they were missing, and I am
sure they didn’t have a sad moment, or any home-sick
feelings. We had a little Christmas by ourselves on
Christmas Eve when, after an especially nice supper
they had a little surprise “Tree” in their study. The
one we had expected to have was given to the Hofstra
children, so when they went over to dress it for them I
found our wee little one used for a centerpiece. With
cotton for snow, tinsel, and tiny candles, and all the
parcels piled on and under the table, the corner of the
room looked very Christmassy. The girls, Misses Platz
and Veldman, were admitted after the candles were

Tht*

Week Before

Chrifttmas

Palmaner began
long before the event, when the girls in the Industrial
The preparation of Christmas gifts

in

School started to make gifts for the children of the Day
School. Small garments were cut out of scraps of materials, — mostly pieces from the Guild boxes, and flour
sacks from the same source were converted into little
shirts. The making of these garments served the double
purpose of giving the school girls practice in sewing
and cutting out, and it also provided the poor children
of the Church with a jacket or frock or shirt for
Christmas.

The

and the children of
the Day School had their Christmas exercises together
before school closed for the holidays. A tree trimmed
girls of the Industrial School

with tinsel and glittering things and lighted with candles

lighted, and it

stood in a comer while a program of Christmas carols
and a short drama was presented. At the close the girls
received their gifts and the little boys of the Day School
were presented with their garments. The joy of a new
sled to a home child is as nothing compared with the delight of a small boy,— the greater part of whose clothing
consists of his brown skin,— who receives a new shirt or
jacket. In addition, all were given a cupful of poree,—
the equivalent of popcorn, — and a package of sweets.
All these small shirts and jackets were seen in church
on “Christmas Day in the morning.”

on the big, bulging red stockings.
We had planned to go to the Veenschotens’ at 6:30
to see the children’s tree and their gifts, so my children
carried their stockings over and opened them there. At
one o’clock we had a Mission dinner for nineteen at the

After the church service the missionary and others of
the congregation,— including the orphans and homeless
girls who remained in the Hostel over the holidays,
went to the Municipal Hospital, to give a little bit of
cheer to the patients. With the permission of the doctor, (a Hindu,) a short service was held, and hymns in
Tamil and Telugu were sung. A toy was given to each
of the child patients, and a picture card to each of the

Vander Meers.

adults.

was a surprise.
The next morning I hung up their stockings before
they awakened, and when the alaVm clock and my
“Merry Christmas” roused them I turned my flash light

-

Christmas

in the

By Mrs.

Arcot Mission, India
J.

A. Beattie

A FTER one has been away

]\

for some years one is apt

to forget what a busy, exciting time Christmas is
for the missionaries in India. Preparations begin long
before the 25th. The contents of Saving Guild boxes
which have been stored on shelves and in presses are
looked over and assorted. Gifts suitable for boys and
girls of the Boarding schools, babies, men and women,

—

The

was held in the afternoon of
Christmas, when Miss Jongewaard was “At Home” to
the whole congregation. They assembled in the school
largest celebration

and every man, woman and baby was given a very good
time, for each received a gift, and in addition the children got poree and sweets. Then the girls of the Industrial School took charge of the children and played with
them while the fathers and mothers came to the bungalow for coffee and buns. The compjyiy dispersed in the
early evening.

The Palmaner Christians had a very

happy Christmas and they seemed to

realize it too.

CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER
The

attending the Hindu Girls’ School were
not forgotten, nor were the Christian village folk. All
got something to let them know it was Christmas.
In Madanapalle, Miss Coburn had a Christmas tree and
little girls

gifts for all the girls in the

Boarding School. The Bible

Women had a party

at the bungalow for their Zenana
pupils, who gave a program which included Christmas
hymns, the Christmas story, and prayer. The nurses
and patients in the Lott Lyles Hospital had their own
special treat too. One evening was given to Flushingpet, and there gifts and a good time made everyone in
the village happy.

Lists of all the village school children, the teachers
and their wives had been sent to Madanapalle, and for
several days Miss J. Te Winkel’s room resembled a ten
cent store, — dolls and other toys, pencils, pads, marbles,
baby blankets and slips, little Christmas stockings,—

and much more was collected there. These were all
made up into parcels and sent to the different villages.

On Christmas afternoon the Madanapalle congregation
was entertained at the Mission bungalow. In Punganur
also a similar round of entertainment was carried
through.

At the Women’s Medical School in Vellore Christmas
is a red letter day. Preparations begin early and those

who are convalescing delight to help in cutting
tissue paper to make garlands. There was a goodnatured rivalry between the nurses of the different
wards as to whose ward would look the finest. They
were all beautiful and some were quite artistic. Dr.
Scudder’s ward was very pretty with decorations of red,
white and green. Festoons were hung from the four
patients

corners of the ceiling and crossed in the middle of the
room. The lamps had crimson paper shades and there
were crimson covered jars of flowers at the head of each
bed. The white tissue paper garlands were particularly

pretty

in

combina-

tion with the crim-

son and the

green.

They looked like festoons of white jas»m i n e blossoms. A
tree stood at the end

ward. When
lighted up at night

of the
the

Hospital

was

beautiful.

On Christmas
morning, after
church, a short

ser-

was held in

Dr.

vice

Christmas

in
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25th was not even the beginning, for our

church Sunday school celebrated on the 23rd. But
it was the beginning of four busy days for us.
Christmas Day was pretty full, but we did have time
in the morning to open and admire our gifts. Then a
trip across the city for dinner with the Hoekje family,
and another trip across the bay to the place where our
smallest children’s meeting is held. The Christmas story
was told, the Christmas songs sung, and the children
gave their little recitations. At the last came the little
gifts with cakes and oranges, which were eagerly received. The value of the gift always varies with the degree of regularity in attendance.
This affair successfully over, we came home to get
ready for an evening wedding in our Japanese church,
another trip across the city. A young elder of the
church made Christmas Day a doubly happy one by taking to himself a bride.
Friday afternoon found us at our largest gathering;
counting the adults, over 100 were present. This is our
"Monday School” which is held in the home of an earnest
Christian family. The decorating was done entirely by
the father and mother, and the rooms looked so pretty.
The program was on the same lines as the other, but
longer and better carried out. On the way I had stopped
at the home of my little bed-ridden friend to' carry a bit
of Christmas cheer, and to receive her welcoming smile.
The “Saturday School” celebrated on its own day with
58 children. This is our oldest school and is in a very
difficult place. We hold on and sow the seed, trusting
God for the increase. The Christmas celebration with
the gifts, etc., is a great help in keeping a foothold there.
That evening we decorated our own rooms for the
“Home School" the next day. The tree looked very
pretty, and when, on Sunday afternoon, the fifty children
with their bright eyes and happy faces marched in the
decorations were completed. We hoped to have more of
the mothers but were thankful for the few who did come.
The oranges for all the celebrations and the cakes for
one were given by three of the mothers; and the volunteer teacher of the Primary class in our largest school
gave the gifts for her own class. We were very thankful for those expressions of interest in our work.
When the Christmas season comes again, will not you
dear people in the home land remember to pray that
these little brothers and sisters across the sea may not
miss the true meaning of Christmas, but may learn to
love Him who for them "was born in Bethlehem”?

—

Scudder’s ward. At
the close a doll,

—

which the

women

like better than any-

thing else, —

and

sweets were given to
Children’s Home, Vellore
each patient.
In the afternoon the bairns of the Children’s Home
had their treat and a tree. They were a happy, con-

tented little group, and showed a very sweet spirit.
There was no comparing of gifts to see which was the
best. Each child was thoroughly pleased with its own,
and seemed to think it the very nicest.
The nurses greatly enjoyed their Christmas party. A
day or two afterwards they entertained the little ones in
the Children’s Home, and gave them a happy afternoon.
In every Station Christmas is a great day for the
Christians and a busy, yet happy, time for the missionaries, who have always to begin to "take stock” many
days ahead.

Christmas Joys

in Asia's Fields

While we in America are reading the
which have been told
Asia,

—

stories

in these pages, our sisters in

on our “Far-flung battle

line,”

— will be

planning their celebrations for 1931, similar to
those they tell about last year's Christmas. Long
after

we

are in January, 1932, they will read these

stories themselves.

As they read may they be

as-

sured of the love and concern for their safety and

comfort that abide constantly in our hearts. In
the midst of floods and famine, revolutions and
war,

may the Peace

of God, which passeth all un-

derstanding, keep their hearts and their thoughts
in Christ Jesus.

Amen.

