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Stranger Within

9th was General Synod Sunday, on which day per-

one hundred of our pastors were in Holland, Michigan, while their pulpits were being occupied by friends, or
strangers. Coming, as Synod does, just at the beginning of
the vacation season, with the closing of the schools soon, the
difficulty in many cases is not light to obtain a suitable supply
for the pulpit during the absence of the regularly installed
occupant. Some pastors are extremely particular as to the
type of man who may supply for them. They are anxious to
preserve the identical trend of thought that they themselves
follow, and as most preachers possess some originality of
view point the task is always difficult. Others are not so particular in their choice, and in consequence sometimes the congr gation listens to sermons that might be worse, but are
quite evidently not in the same class with those which are
regularly preached. There is, also, the minister who refuses
to go as a delegate to Synod unless he can be home on Sunday, to preach to his patient people, who perhaps would be
glad to hear another voice sometimes.
The title of this editorial, however, carries the suggestion
that there is something to be said to the congregations as
they look forward to the Sunday when their own pastor is
to be absent. It must be said that there is a, class of good,
well-meaning members who are so “set” in their familiarity
with the type of sermon their pastors give them that they
hesitate about listening to any other preacher, and consequently they absent themselves from their accustomed place
of worship entirely. It is a sad commentary on Christian
nature that this should be so, but nearly every church has
«ome persons or families who practically refuse to listen to
any stranger who may occupy their pulpit.
It is, rather, those who do attend the services with the
strange preacher in the pulpit that we are considering at
present. Christian courtesy suggests that there be a sincere recognition of the fact that, in the structure of our
ecclesiastical polity, he comes as an ambassador of the King
of Kings, and not as a poor relation who is glad for an opportunity to have an engagement, if only for a service or
two. This courtesy will show itself in such ways as common politeness would dictate with any person visiting in a
home or organization. To be specific, many ministers can
tell of churches which take no care of the visiting pastor
between services, nor bother whether he is able to secure
a meal.
It is the critical attitude of some congregations which

make

Thy Gates

a stranger to preach to edification. The
cut of the coat, the style of necktie, the unfamiliarity with
the peculiarities of the order of service, the tone of voice,
the pronunciation of certain words, especially Biblical ones,
the length of the sermon,— and a hundred other items serve
to distract attention from the message of the preacher, and
to render null and void any effect on mind or conscience he
hoped to leave with the people.
it difficult for

The stranger in the

pulpit is always sensitive to the
spiritual atmosphere in the church, and can discover, as he
looks over the pews, the mental attitude of his listeners. If
there is that listlessness that some seem to be possessed by,
it will be doubly difficult for the stranger to make any impression to edification. If there is the look of patient resignation, or condescension, it will have its effect on the
preacher.

must not be thought that there are not some in every
congregation who are mentally alert and eager to obtain
It

unfamiliar points of view on the things that matter in the
religious life. These are they who show by their faces that
they are expectant of new impressions, other lights, fresh
suggestions and unfamiliar illustrationsof truth. The Word
of God, when spoken in sincerity, must find its mark in
every congregation. Some one, old or young, strong or weak,
will hear a sentence which may transform a destiny. Those
who listen to a stranger with such an expectation will profit
by the voice of the visitor, and will from thenceforth be
profoundly changed for the better. Often, too, the children
who are present are interested by a strange voice, and will
lecall for a long time some remark, or story, or vigorously

put truth.
The coming of the stranger in one sense tests the loyalty
of the members, not to the pastor, but to the Gospel. If they
are so accustomed to the voice of their own preacher that
they steel themselves against any impression the stranger
may endeavor to make, they indicate that they have not
fully comprehended the meaning of the religion of the Master. If, on the contrary, they are courteous in their attitude to the stranger, and conscientiouslyapply themselves
to the hearing of his message, there will be a blessing for
both congregation and preacher, and the Church will be the
stronger, while to the stranger preacher there may come
that consciousness that, after all, there is something in the
“foolishness of preaching” that makes it, supremely, a privilege to be sacrificed for, and to be rejoiced over.
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carrying on of the sessions: approval of the hours of assem-

Coming Back
Mrn come back
As he tucked

afterwhile,

bly, hours of adjournment, etc.

” he

The report of the Committee on Necrology was read by
the Permanent Clerk, none of the members being present.

said,

his head in his cap of grey,

And muffling his throat with a scarf of red
He lovingly called to his mother to say,
“I'll

come back

afterwhile."

come back afterwhile," he said
To his father who sharpened his skates that day
At the old grindstone. Then onward, he sped,

“I'll

Shouting, “Thanks, I'll give kisses for pay,
I'll come back afterwhile."

come back afterwhile," he said
To his dog that sounded a lonesome bay,

“Your foot is so sore ; you must keep your bed
If you're good you may go some other day,
I'll come back afterwhile."

;

*****

come back afterwhile," he

Fourteen ministers have died during the year. Following
the reading Synod was led in prayer by Dr. A. Pieters.
The report of the Permanent Committee on Judicial Business was read by its Chairman, Rev. W. H. S. Demarest, D.D.,
and had to do with an appeal to General Synod of a minis-

Synod of Iowa and
one of the Classes of that Synod. The Committee recommended a certain course of action which was objected to

ter against

from the

“I'll

“I'll
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said.

But oh! 'tis so long he has been away.
Yet oft-times when skies are with stars o'erspread,
Out of the silence we hear him say:
“I'll come back afterwhile."
— Anon.

The following cablegram was received from Amoy on
June 6th:
DR. C. H.

HOLLEMAN ESCAPED, TRAVELLING IN THE DIRECTION OF SWATOW.

This message was confirmed on the 8th by the Department of State at Washington.

an

action of the Particular

and a variety of motions were offered. The
matter was disposed of for the present by referring it to a
joint consideration by the Permanent Committee on Judicial
Business and the Synod's Committee of the same title.
The Standing Committees for the Synod were formally
announced and the matters for their consideration were assigned to them. It seemed as if there was more than the
floor,

usual number of references.
The afternoon session closed with prayer by Rev. A.

L.

Wamshuis, D.D.

THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE

6

The spacious auditorium of Hope Church was well filled
at 8 P. M. by the nearly two hundred delegates, members
of the local churches, and students from Hope College. A
well selected program of music had been arranged and the
service was one of great dignity and beauty. The sermon
was preached by the retiring President, Rev. Malcolm J.
MacLeod, D.D., minister of St. Nicholas Collegiate Church,
of

New York

City,

and

is

as

follows:

THE PRESIDENT'S SERMON
For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all mm, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously and godly in this present world.

—

Titus 2:11, 12.

The passage

rpHE

Synod for 1929 assembled on
A Thursday, June 6th, at 3 P. M. in Hope Church, Holland,
Mich. The delegates from the East who travelled by special
cars on the Pennsylvania Railroad were somewhat delayed
and the hospitality of the ladies of Hope Church, who prosession of the General

vided a splendid luncheon for all the delegates, had delayed
the opening somewhat beyond the appointed time, but there

was no complaint made.
Rev. Malcolm J. MacLeod, D.D., the President of Synod for
1928-29, called the session to order and opened the meeting
with prayer. The formal roll call was dispensed with, as
the system of registration used for the past two years has
proved quite effective. A quorum was found present by the
display of handsome silk badges worn by the delegates.
Tellers were appointed as follows: Rev. Henry Sluyter,
Rev. Donald Boyce and Rev. J. J. Hesselink.
The nominating ballot for President of General Synod
for 1929-30 resulted in perhaps thirty names being placed
in nomination by the 158 balloters. The first electing ballot,
of 176 votes, had the following result : Dr. D. A. Poling, 87 ;
President E. D. Dimnent, 22; Dr. A. Pieters, 32 — and a number of other names each receiving a few votes. The second
ballot, with only the two highest in the voting, resulted in
Dr. Poling receiving 121 votes, Dr. Pieters 49, and 4 blanks.
On motion of Dr. Pieters the vote for Dr. Poling was declared unanimous. The presiding officer appointed Drs.
Van Kersen and Demarest a committee to escort Dr. Poling
to the platform, where he was welcomed by Dr. MacLeod,
and responded in a brief address of appreciation.
Upon motion Dr. Pieters was unanimously elected Vice
President and the tellers were in like manner appointed
Temporary Clerks for the Synod meeting.
Then followed the usual^ necessary motions for the proper

is a long one and

we

will confine ourselves

to this first section. The Revised Version makes an important change. It reads thus: “For the grace of God hath
appeared, bringing salvation to all men." The grace of
God hath appeared in Christ, bringing the offer of salvation
to all men. And the word for “appeared" is our word Epiphany. There was an epiphany of the grace of God, a manifestation, an embodiment. It was embodied in the Lord
Jesus Christ. That great historic fact, the appearing of our
Lord on this earth in the flesh for the brief space of thirty
years has had values whose far-reaching influence we can
never tabulate or appraise.
This is one of the great passages of the New Testament.
It begins with “grace," you will observe. And what is
grace? Grace is love imparting itself and producing its
own likeness. It was manifested in Christ bringing the
offer of salvation to all men. It has not appeared to all
men, not yet. Millions have never heard of it. Some day,
however, all are going to hear the good news and Jesus is
going to reign.

“His Kingdom"

is going to “stretch from

shore to shore,
Till moons shall

wax and wane no

more."

passage for several reasons ; one because it combines the spiritual and the ethical. It shows us that the
truly ethical grows out of the spiritual, “Teaching us that
denying ungodliness and worldly lust." And the word that
should be translated “in order that." Teaching us, instructing us, Moffatt says “schooling" us, “in order that we might
live soberly, righteously and godly." The clause is not objective; it is adverbial. You can't have fruit without the
sun, and you can't have the fruit of righteousness without
the Sun of righteousness. The fruit of spirituality is a
righteous life. Grace is love for the loveless and hope for
I like this

J.
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hopeless. Grace not only forgives the sinner: it seeks the
sinner out; it goes after him. It follows him all the way,
ever patient with the dull scholar. But all the while its
aim is essentially moral: its purpose is to “redeem us from
all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”
So you see there is a doctrine at the basis of the Apostle's moral teaching. I believe that is always the case.
Sometimes we hear it said, “We don't want doctrinal sermons any more.'' But how in the name of all that's wonderful can we get along without them! Why you can't repeat the first sentence of the Apostles' Creed without being
head over heels in doctrine. Man is a born theologian. You
believe in God. What kind of a God is He? Is He the God
of Matthew Arnold, or the God of Mahomet, or is He the
God of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ? That's a theological question. It’s all very well to believe in beautiful
things, but what are you going to do with the things that
are not beautiful — the ungodliness and worldly lust? Can all
this ugliness be transformed into splendor? Are things going to get worse and worse, or are we to look forward to
some blessed hope and some glorious appearing? Well, the
passage is very clear on that point.
When that great man, Dr. Dale, began his ministry in
Birmingham he announced a series of sermons on Christian
Apologetics. One day some one said to him, “I hear you
are preaching doctrinal sermons to the congregation, I'm
afraid the people won't stand for it.” Dale's reply was,
“They will have to stand for it.” And they did. I doubt
if any preacher in England did more than R. W. Dale to
further an ethical revival, but he knew that a firm grounding on Christian fundamentals was the basis of a vigorous
Christian life, and that you cannot build a strong moral
character by preaching bare morality. Chalmers, too, found
the

that out.

I heard Dr. Jowett say once that in the

New Testament

every simple Christian duty springs out of a doctrine.

Even

appeal for generous giving to the poor is linked up with
a great tenet of the Christian faith. So likewise the call
for loyalty to the marriage vow. “Husbands love your
wives, as Christ loved the church.” The doctrine is the
power behind the bullet. It will be recalled that when the
Apostle is urging the Ephesian Christians to purity of life,
he doesn't do so on the ground of expediency or worldly wisdom but on the ground of the mystical union of the believer
with his Lord. And in this very passage it will be noted how
the doctrine and the duty are interlocked. “Tell the slaves,”
writes the Apostle, “to be obedient to their masters because
the grace of God has appeared bringing salvation to all
men, slaves and masters alike.” His feet are firm on the
solid rock as he pleads for fidelity and good honest work,
but he reaches away up into the heavenly places for his
the

credentials.

I rather think myself that the denial of Christian doctrine will result eventually in the surrender of Christian
morality. It is a very perilous thing to divorce the two. God
hath joined them together. If the doctrine of the Resurrection is only a superstition, says Paul, why let us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we die. It would seem that morality
cannot stand on its own legs. It is not self-dependent. We
cannot throw overboard the Christian doctrine and retain
the Christian life. And indeed that is being proven today.
For some who have done this very thing are carrying their
argument to its logical conclusion, so that having repudiated the Christian philosophy they are now assailing the
Christian ethic.

Let us, then, begin here. Our Gospel is the Gospel of
the Grace of God. That is its first great mark. That is
where we start. “The grace of God hath appeared, bringing salvation to all men.” And salvation means salvation
from sin. The grace was manifested to bring all men salvation from sin. Christianity in the long run is simply
Cod’s method of making good men by delivering them from
sin. Of course in saying that we are not implying that
that is all Christianity is. That would be a very unwarranted assumption. Christianity is a revelation of truth,
truth concerning God, concerning man, concerning the future,

iH^um

fittb
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but the truth is in order to the life. The truth is not the
end, it is only the means to the end. The end is the life.
And we must never lose sight of the fact that to enable man
to live a good life, rather than to teach him truth, is the
final purpose of the Christian revelation.
And when we say salvation from sin we do not mean
simply salvation from the consequences of sin. That doctrine, too, has been abused. Many have taught that Jesus
came to bear our punishment and save us from Hell. But
Hell is not the terrible thing, the terrible thing is sin. No
man is safe from Hell until he is free from his sins. The
Lord never came to deliver men from the consequences of
their sins while those sins remained. That would be no deliverance at all. The sinner is not right until he is set free
from the wrong that is inside of him, the wrong that is deflecting his nature and making him miss the mark. Things
can't be corrected from the outside. And the correction is
not simply of the things he has done: far more important
are the things he is doing, the evil to which he is consenting in his daily life.
the sin we dwell in, the sin we will not give up that
is our ruin; the sins we are called to forsake and yet cling
to. It is the bad that lives in us, our unholy thoughts, unholy desires, our hate and pride and greed and selfishness
—these are the dreadful things. And the ethical and philosophical teacher may discourse eloquently on how dreadful
they are, but the only force that will constrain men to forsake them is the power of the Gospel of the Grace of God.
It is

And how does

it

do it? Well now, that leads us to the next

clause. “Teaching us, disciplining us.” Grace exercises discipline. “Teaching us in order that.” The end of the teaching is in order that we may renounce certain things. The
fruit of the doctrine is to be a greater ethical soundness.
With some people you know, as I said already, doctrine is
not very important: it is only a sort of family heirloom.
An heirloom is some ancestral furnishing that is now oldfashioned and out of style, like grandmother's spinning
wheel or some old clepsydra of the days gone by. It has
no present usefulness. It is more or less of a curiosity.
But that is a poor brand of doctrine that has no influence
on current life and conduct. It is high time we realized
that doctrine is not a scheme to escape the wrath of God,
but a means for bettering the lives of men. Great beliefs
should make great characters. We cannot escape this pragmatic test. A year or two ago a preacher shot and killed a
man in his church office down in Texas, and on the following Sunday he preached a sermon from the words, “There
is therefore now no condemnation to them who are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh but after the spirit, for
the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me
free from the law of sin and death.” I do not want to be
uncharitable, but I cannot reconcile the doctrine and the
deed. Do you remember what George Eliot said of Savanarola? “He turned his beliefs into energies which should work
in all the details of his life.” That's a fine phrase, “Turning beliefs into energies.”

James Denney published

after

his death, there is found this sentence, which has been

much

In one of the letters of Dr.

quoted: “There is a whole army of ministers going in today
for social reform, mainly because they have no Gospel to
preach.” But is that strictly true? No doubt in some
cases it is. But would it not be well to add that the scope
of the message has become so vast and far-reaching today,
and in the past its interpretationhas been so narrow, that
when many ministers go in for social reform it isn't always
because they have lost the old Gospel, but rather because
this phase of emphasis has been minimized in the past in
the dissertationsof the pulpit. If you have read the life
of that great preacher, George Matheson, you will remember
this fact, that when he was a young man he was greatly interested in the speculative side of religion, and he wrote a
number of books on the inner life, but as he grew older he
turned more to the problem of how to relate the great doctrines to our social and business and political affairs. This
is the thought he emphasizes in his volume on “The Spiritual Development of St. Paul.”
In one of Mark Rutherford's delightful chapters he puts
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How

about, “0, for a closer walk with
man!” To me it is most suggestive that the Great Creator
of Heaven and Earth in the Mosaic legislation condescended
to make laws in defence of those who do the world’s work.
And God in Heaven today hears the sobs of earth’s weary
toilers just as truly as He heard the bitter cry that rose
from the slave fields of Egypt thousands of years ago.
“What mean ye that ye beat my people to pieces, and grind
the faces of the poor? saith the Lord God of Hosts.”
meanness nothing.”
There is a story by Tolstoi about a poor peasant who
One might pause to add just here that I don’t think that
took the candle that he had used in church on Sunday, the
argument would carry so much weight today. We are not
candle that lighted up the face of our Lord, and then on
as strong on supernatural things as in Rutherford’s day
unfortunately. With a good many supernatural things Monday put it on the beam of his plow as he started out
early in the morning to turn the furrow. He had the right
count for precious little today. The emphasis has passed
from the central articles of our faith to its ancillary aspects. idea. Whatever illumines the face of the Master on SunBut all the same the pulpit is not blameless. We must day, be it prayer or Scripture or some visible symbol, take
take our share of the guilt. How many of us have preached it and use it to light up your work on Monday. Carry it
into your counting room and turn it on the page of your
on the sin of meanness? Have we not been strangely silent
on many of the great social injustices of our time? Have ledger. If there is a dark corner where things are not
clear, bring that candle in. If you are in doubt as to some
we been as faithful in proclaiming the great cardinal virtues
of sobriety and righteousness and godliness as we should contemplated venture, bring it under the light of that torch
have been? Let us just look for a moment at those inspired so as to make the path of duty plain. There are two questions that every business man should ask himself: Firstadverbs— “soberly,” “righteously,”“godly.” Long, long ago
St Bernard pointed out how the first has to do with our- does this business in which I am proposing to put my money
and from which I am expecting fair dividends— first, does
selves and the second with our neighbor and the third with
it look as if it were going to give me a good return, and,
our God. It has been said that God and one man are enough
secondly, does it deserve to give me a good return? So only
for most religions, but for the Christian religion we need
can any life be rooted in righteousness.
God and two men. The true saint cannot be a solitaire. He
And then, “Godly.” I do not need to dwell on that. The
can only serve God by serving his fellow man.

these words into the mouth of one of his characters. He is
speaking of a very unworthy church member, and this is
what he says: “He is a mean, contemptible fellow and yet
maybe it’s not entirely his fault. He has been hearing sermons on all sorts of supernatural things for thirty years,
and yet I don’t suppose the poor fellow has ever heard a
sermon in his life against meanness, and so I presume he
has the idea that supernatural things are everything and

Well, there is, first of all, “soberly.” Modern translators ungodly man is the man who has no fear of God in his
heart, no sense of His presence. The godly man has a love
usually render it “self-control” or “self-mastery.” The word
and reverence for God. His whole life purpose is to try
is used four times in this one chapter. Human nature, like
and do the will of God: “The will of God, nothing less, nothphysical nature, is a magazine of forces. These forces must
ing more, nothing else.”
be controlled if they are to be kept from being harmful.
And now, in conclusion, one word about that last clause:
When fire rages unchecked it leaves a swath of ruin behind
The life is to be lived in this present world. It is the eterit, but fire brought into subjection warms our houses and
nal life, but it is to be lived in time. That is a bonnie definicooks our meals and drives our motor cars. Water, when
tion of the Christain life which calls it, “Eternal life in the
it breaks loose, overflows its banks, destroys crops, uproots
trees and damages everything it touches; but when curbed midst of time.”
Some people’s idea of religion is that it is a sort of spiritand bridled it turns the wheels of industry. How terrible
a thing is temper when it has full play! Under its influ- ual ecstasy. It is not a practical thing at all. It is something separate from life. To put it to any practical use
ence man becomes a fiend. But when we hold the check rein
would be a sort of degradation, as if Pegasus were employed
it becomes a palladium to one’s principle and honor. Or
as a draft horse. Their religion must be insulated else it will
the gift of speech. Who does not know the evil of a wayward tongue? Just so, the very qualities that brutalize life leak away. But what a grievous error this is! Religion is
when unregulated, these very qualities when brought under meant to be a usable, workable thing. It is our daily bread,
not a delicacy for special occasions. It is not intended merecontrol oftentimes become its fairest ornaments.
One of the most striking examples of that very thing is ly for Sundays and churches and death-beds and funerals.
the life of the Apostle Peter. There is something singularly It is something to live by, not to die by. It is to be lived
in this present
attractive about Peter. He is full of faults, impulsive, imMany have concluded this to be impossible. They have
petuous, passionate. He* lacked poise and balance and restraint. He was ready to promise anything. The great argued that with the drift of the age against them, a
weakness of the man’s character, it seems to me, is this righteous and godly life in this present world is out of the
question. And so believing thus they have fled from its invery matter of soberness. He lacked self-control.But look
fluences. They have withdrawn to dens and caves of the
at Peter later on. Read his letters to the churches. Why,
earth, their theory being tjiat as God had deserted the world
there are no letters in the New Testament that speak so
much about sobriety and temperance and self-restraint as the only thing left for them to do was to desert it too. They
must go where He was. But this is not the Christian idea
do the two epistles of Peter. The rash, impetuous man has
at all. Because, for one thing, the statement isn’t true.
been changed into one who has perfect command of himself
and all his passions. That is what the grace of God did God has not deserted the world. He is right here with us.
We are not to flee from this world and become ascetics, nor
for Peter.
Then, “righteously”— that means doing the right thing, are we to surrender to its pressure and become worldlings.
never falling below the level of strict integrity and honor. We are to take it just as it is and use the stuff it gives us
Righteousnessis the rendering to every man what is his for the working out and building up of some structure of
right. It is the virtue of man, not as he stands by himself beauty in our own lives. To run away is easy and to sun
render is even easier, but to stick to one’s post and try to
alone, but as he fills his place in society. Listen to Jereredeem it — that’s the task before us. Furthermore, to run
miah’s words and consider if they have not an application
away from the world is to run away from every opportunito men today: “Woe unto him that buildeth his house by
ty we have, to make it better, which is why we are here.
unrighteousness and his chamber by wrong.” Jesus flayed
“I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world
unmercifully those who devoured widows’ houses and for a
pretense made long prayers. He was not in that denouncing but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil that is in

world.

prayer. What He was declaring was that jvrongs done

to

man cannot be atoned for by long prayers offered to God.
How can a man preach tho whole Gospel of the Grace of
God and not discuss the great social problems of life? Does
our Heavenly Father fill in His time just listening to the
cries of the devout? listening to us sing, “0, for a closer
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Church Fathers saw this loss. Chrysostom
was a monk himself. But he condemned those

the wisest of the

saw

it,

and he

who lived in solitude and “took possession of the mountains
instead of taking possession of human life.” “How shall
we conquer the enemy,” he asks, “when so many are retreating to a distance from the firing line?”

Here then is the message for you and me today. And
isn't it a wonderful message?- What a practical thing our
holy faith is? It is like a ladder with four rungs. It begins with a great basic doctrine: the doctrine issues in a
great life: the life is to be lived here and now, and if we
had time to take up the rest of the passage it looks forward
to a great hope. “The best is yet to be.” So it embraces
the past, the present and the future.
I rejoice to know that for 300 years this Gospel of the
Grace of God has been proclaimed by the successive ministers of our Church. To this Gospel you and I are still faithful. We are loyal to the old standards, but we must ever
keep before us that the aim of the standards is to make
better men and women, better Christians, better citizens, to
lift us nearer to the divine standard that was manifested
in the flesh. If the finest characters are found inside the
Church, then the Church is making good, but if not, then
she is not making good, she is a failure. Some years ago
there was a conference of working men in Albert Hall, London, and one of the subjects discussed was: “Why do not
working men go to church?” I have never forgotten the
resolution that was passed at that conference, and it was
passed by a very large majority vote: “Resolved, that the
people who do go to Church are not any better than those
who do not.” We may resent the sting of that resolution,
but it should be our aim to show that it is untrue. It
should be our supreme endeavor to prove to a hostile world
that Christians are a superior people, a “chosen generation,
a royal priesthood,” ever showing forth the praises of Him
who hath called us out of darkness into His marvelous
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primeval forests and to establish colleges while they
were in the very act of subduing the unbroken soil
to the plow. We thank Thee for the successive generations of those who have guided and governed,
built

and maintained our

institutions of learning.

For their patience and faithfulness, their vision and
courage, we bless Thy Name. They built upon sure
foundations; they wrought in faith and prayer;
they sought to extend the illumination of the Sun of
Righteousness to every far corner of our land.
We thank Thee for the abundant opportunities
open before our youth today, for the privileges denied to the multitude in other lands and times, but
now open to all in our wide-extended continent.
Help us to remember with gratitude those who have
provided these blessings under Thy guidance and
with Thine approval. We rejoice in the return of
June, with its fulfillment of hopes and plans and
efforts, with its coronation of honor to those who
have wrought faithfully and well. Bless all who
are now going forth from the halls of learning to
the duties of life. May they carry with them the
ideals they cherish. May they go out with earnest
purpose to serve Thee and their fellows. Endue
them with high courage and steadfast purpose that
they may not grow weary in well-doing, but rather
run with patience the race that is set before them,
fixing their eyes upon the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Captain of Salvation, and proving loyal to Him
amid all the chances and changes of life.
We pray for the graduates of earlier years. May
the reunions of these June days strengthen ancient
ties of affection, comfort and cheer those who have
grown weary in the race, those who are wounded
and bruised in the rou^rh ways of life, those who are
saddened and distressed through loss or sorrow or

light.

pain.

And now in the words of the great Apostle himself, “I
commend you to God, and to the word of His grace, which

Command Thy blessing upon all teachers. Lift
up Thy countenance upon them in their arduous

you up, and to give you an inheritance among
them which are sanctified.”

labors. Inspire them with a sense of the dignity,
the responsibility,the privilege of their high calling. Grant to them to see the progress of those who
have been their pupils and to rejoice in their loyalty to the traditions they inherit. And so bless all

is

able to build

all

(She
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June, the very heart of the season of roses and
weddings and commencements. Some one has written of

P is mid-

the college:

*

alumni and officials
Thy purpose here on earth may be wrought out

schools, pupils, teachers,

and Thy kingdom advanced. In Jesus' Name.

AMEN.

What

“A

College is a group of boys,
Of ardent spirits, still untaught,
Whose half-formed purposes are fraught
With endless griefs and endless joys.”

At Commencement time the half-formed purposes of the
earlier years are reaching upward and outward toward the
flowering where faith is “made whole with deed.” If the
inner eye can catch a vision of tens of thousands of graduates walking proudly forward to receive their diplomas and
degrees, it is occasion for hope and joy and inspiration.
The latest number of the World Almanac reports public
elementary and high school property in 1926 as valued at
more than four and a half billion dollars. ($4,676,603,539,)
an increase of nearly 100 per cent over 1920. Colleges and
universities were said to have had $1,100,000,000 of property
in addition to more than $900 000,000 of endowment, a total
investment of over $2,000,000 000. It costs something to
give our young people the chance to win diplomas and degrees, and it is worth all it costs. But is it to “come to
pass afterward,” as Joel phrases it, that God's Spirit shall
poured out upon these who have enjoyed these advantages
which only a nation with bursting granaries can afford?

9

•

God grant that it be so!

A PRAYER AT COMMENCEMENT
TIME
*
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we bless
*

Thee that Thou didst put it into the hearts of the
fathers to build schools even in the midst of the

do I owe to my times, to my country, to my neighbors, to my friends? Such are the questions which a virtuous man ought often to ask himself.— J. C. Lavater.

The Progress Council
Reformed Church

America

in

BUDGET OF BENEVOLENCE
For 1928-1929

v

In offerings toward this Budget

Albany
gave as

1927-28
1928-29

Classis
follows :

- - -

an increase of nearly
or over 25%.

.

$15,524
$19,429
$4,000,
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By “Studens”

WHAT MAKES A COLLEGE CHRISTIAN? II.
CONSIDERATION has already been given to the fact that a
college is not necessarily Christian merely because it an-

nounces a certain number of courses in Bible, Philosophy
of Religion, Comparative Religion, etc., or because it has
compulsory chapel attendance. There may be also some
other things which, even though insisted upon, would not
necessarily justify applying the name “Christian” to an
educational institution without the presence in addition of

ft

*****

certain well-defined attitudes, tendencies and spirit.

For example, a college is not necessarily Christian if it
iinsists on the members of the faculty accepting particular

*•

doctrinal standards or subscribing to certain statements of
belief. In a Christian institution,of course, there probably
will be and should be a requirement that members of the
faculty be professing Christians, and in a denominational
college it is quite proper that the members of the faculty
should find themselves in rather close accord with the doctrinal positions of the denomination. But, again, this does
not necessarily make a college a Christian institution. In
the first place, this, after all, is only the formal stage of
Christianity and leaves altogether too much unsaid to be
accepted as a final proof of one’s essential Christianity.
Then, again, if it were so, we should Rave the spectacle of
a Calvanistic denomination calling their own institutions
Christian and refusing to accord this title to colleges controlled by some other denomination whose doctrinal standards happen to be of the Arminian type. We should thus
have a revival of the old forms of theological controversy
in which each contender refuses to recognize the Christian
character of his opponent.

*****

In most cases the Christian college is one in which there
is a Christian tradition. That is, it is one, the background

- **•**

* *

*

there, then, certain well-definedprinciples that may

be laid down as indicative of the Christian character of an
institution and which if professed and practised would justify the application to it of the name Christian? It would
almost seem so. In seeking to formulate these principles, it
may be necessary first to define the term “Christian.” This,
however, may be taken for granted, particularly if it is
said at this point that the emphasis of the definition will
be on control by and the manifestation of the Spirit of
Jesus in daily living as well as in a carefully defined statement of faith. It would appear that this is a legitimate
description of the Christian life although it reverses the or-

der of our requirements for church membership. Ordinarily, we ask for a pledge of belief in and promise to do the
will of Jesus; but this was not Jesus’ order. He reversed
this and said, “Do the will and ye shall know the doctrine."
Defining the marks of a Christian college will be done from
this point of view.
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of which lies in the field of Christian experiences. It is
one which has been fostered by Christian effort and watered
by the consecration and devotion of noble Christian souls.
But, again, we need not warn ourselves that this element
is not a sine qua non, for a perfectly new institution may
arise tomorrow with no tradition and yet be organized on
thoroughly Christian lines. Or, it is also conceivable that
an institution that had not been known during the centuries
as a distinctly Christian institution should gradually grow
into an attitude and state which would warrant calling it
Christian, with an atmosphere and a practice of the principles, motives and objectives of Jesus.
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In an address delivered at Delaware, Iowa, on the occasion
of the inauguration of Dr. E. D. Soper as President of the
Ohio Wesleyan University, Dr. Luther A. Weigle, Dean of
Yale Divinity School, speaking on this topic, “What is a
Christian College?” laid down four principles which seem
to underlie the work of the Christian institution. He held
that to be worthy of being called Christian it was necessary
that an institution should maintain in all its corporate life
the Christian spirit and fulfil in all its functional capacity
an avowed Christian purpose. But underlying all this, he
said, it must have a certain philosophy of life expressed as
follows

:

1. The primary

interest of the Christian college is

in

persons, rather than in subjects or in things. . . . The
Christian college is personality-centered. Its fundamental
aim is not the extention of human knowledge as such, but
the development and enrichment of the personality of the
student. Its primary method is the fellowship of teacher
and learner in the quest for truth, for beauty, and for good.
It teaches by the dynamic contact of life upon life, the
friendship of person with person.
2. The Christian college finds its standards of personal
worth and social good in Jesus’ Way of life. It believes
that Jesus understood life’s true values; and it undertakes
to base its own corporate life upon His ethical principles,
and to lead its students to accept them. That means the
acceptance and practice of the principle of love as He enunciated it and lived it. It means the practice of the Golden
Rule, and the estimation of all good and all greatness in
terms of service.
3. The Christian college accepts Jesus’ revelation of the
character and disposition of God. Jesus’ Way of life was
grounded in His understanding of the structure of the universe. Love, forgiveness, mercy, sincerity, and good will
are principles of His life, not merely because they are ideal
aspirations of His own, or because men have agreed to
regard these as virtues, but because they lie at the heart
of reality. God has these qualities. God is love, forgiveness,
mercy, grace and truth. . . . Without loss of the principle of God’s sovereignty, or blurring out of His justice,
Jesus’ characteristicand constant emphasis was upon the
character and disposition of God as the Father of men. . .
4. The Christian college seeks to know the truth, and is
(Continued on page 379)
•
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Presentations at First Rochester Church. — Seventy-five
young women gathered at the monthly supper meeting of the
Altruist League for Service of the First Church of Rochester,
N. Y., on Monday evening, May 6th. It happened to be the
birthday of the wife of the pastor, Mrs. Garret Hondelink,
and during the supper a huge birthday cake was brought in,
congratulations were voiced and sung, and Mrs. Hondelink

was presented wit{i a Schaeffer Lifetime fountain pen and
pencil set. Five seniors from the Colgate-Rochester Theological Seminary gave a program of vocal and instrumental
music, readings and talks. Mrs. Grace R. Hilgerman reviewed a missionary book, and after a business session the
meeting closed with a good night devotional service in charge
of one of the younger members, Miss Jessie Bowman.

Hasbrouck Heights Mothers’ and Daughters’ Dinner. — On
Wednesday evening, May 22nd, the Church of Hasbrouck
Heights, N. J., Rev. J. E. Hoffman, pastor, held its second
annual Mothers’ and Daughters’ Dinner. It was given under
the auspices of the Woman’s Missionary Society, and as the
one hundred and fifty mothers and daughters entered the
beautifully decorated dining-room, with small tables adorned
with pink and lavender candles and nut cups, each was presented with a boutoniere. After the delicious dinner an address was given by Miss Mary Van Brunt, of the Young
Women’s Department, on “Courageous Mothers of Kentucky.”
Miss Alice Kupfrian gave an appreciation of “Mothers,” and
Mrs. McCroskey paid a tribute to daughters, entitled, “Love’s
Realization.” The program of speeches and songs closed with
a Friendship Circle, as all formed a circle and joined hands
and offered silent prayer for the mothers and daughters
present, as well as for those to whom the missionaries minister. Mrs. G. Krauss, President of the Missionary Society,
closed the evening with prayer, following which the company
sang, “Now the day is over.” Mrs. J. E. Hoffman was in
charge of the program and the dining room.

Change of Pastor’s Address. — The address of Rev. Paul
Malefyt, pastor of the Lisha’s Kill Church, N. Y., has been
changed from West Albany, to P. R. 58, Schenectady, N. Y.
The Post Office Department thus conforms to the geographical location, for the church building is located on the border
of Schenectady. The change also reflects the growth of the
community, causing the supplying of additional postal facilities.

—

Union League Meeting at Fourth Grand Rapids Church.
The League for Service Union of Grand Rapids held its annual Spring meeting at the Fourth Reformed Church on May
23. There are twenty Leagues in the Union with a to^al
membership cf five hundred and fifty-nine members. The
retiring president, Miss Julia Heines, presided and Mrs. Wesley Ledford, of St. Joseph, gave an address on the subject
“New Lamps for Old.” The Eighth Reformed Church leads
the leagues in both membership and contributions for 1928.
The Reading contest prize, a si’ver loving cup, was awarded
to the members of the Oakdale Reformed Church League
whose members read 23 books per member. Eighth and
Knapp Reformed Leagues were awarded second prize, both
receiving a framed picture. These prizes were given by the
ministers’ wives of the Reformed Churches, first prize going
to the organization who read the most books per member and
second prize to those organizations who reported 100%. To
secure 100% every member is required to read three books
during the year, one foreign, one domestic and one devotional
book. The total missionary contributions by the Union for

the past year amounted to $2,075. Through the Union has
grown a feeling of fellowship and understanding that is impossible to develop without this contact among the various
groups. Not only is each church Leagued for Service, but
unitedly the various organizations are Leagued to Service, one
Master and one Lord. May He lead them on to greater, bigger things for Him during the year that lies just ahead.

r

.....

Missionary Returns from India. — Mr. and Mrs. James Marshall Plumer are schedu’ed to reach here from Paris on Friday
morning, June 14th, via the S. S. “George Washington.” Mrs.
Plumer was Miss Caroline Ingham and The Intelugencer
wishes to congratulate the happy pair upon their arrival.

Lebanon Church Sends Pastor and Wife on Second Wedding
-Trip. — Among those who will attend General Synod at Holland this year are Rev. and Mrs. Benjamin F. White who were
united in marriage just twenty-five years ago. The Home
Circle and some interested friends availed themselves of this
opportunity of showing their admiration for this couple and
so they decided to send them on a second wedding trip and
presented them with a purse amounting to $100 to aid them
in this connection. It is hoped that a mighty fine time was
had in this happy combination of business and pleasure.

Wanaque Pastor Resigns. —

Rev. Alexander S.

Van Dyck,

for the past eight years pastor of the Wanaque, N. J., Church,
has resigned his charge in order to accept a call to the Greenport, N. Y., Church, which has been vacant since the resignation of Rev. Percy R. Ferris.

Removal of the Harlem Church. — It is expected that when
the Sunday school of the Harlem Church of New York City,
assembles after the summer vacation, it will meet in
the recently acquired building early in September, as the
assembly rooms will probably be ready by that time. The
church auditorium will be ready, in all probability, by the
first Sunday in October. Four of the church families have
signified their intention to give memorial windows, and a
contract has been entered into with the Hall Organ Company
of New Haven for a new organ, which it is hoped will be

ready for the opening day.

Week Day School at West Farms Church. — A very successful Week Day Religious School held its graduation exercises
in the West Farms Church of New York City on Friday, May
28th. It was under the leadership of Mrs. F. C. Smith, a
trained religious worker who assists in the work of the
church. A Daily Vacation Bible School is being planned for
the summer, under the direction of the pastor, Rev. Thomas
M. Ross. With the closing of Anderson Memorial Church, a
few blocks away, Mr. Ross is taking charge of the parish
work there, and many of the families are adhering to the
West Farms Church. The pastor is calling on the families
of both parishes, amalgamating them as one at West Farms.
During the summer Mr. Ross plans to make a survey of the
Pelham Parkway territory, to the north of West Farms.

A Tribute
Two

to the Churches’ Research

recent events have testified to the important place

which the research program of the Federal Council
Churches

is

When

of

coming to occupy.

the National Council of the Young Men’s Christian Associations and the National Board of the Young
Women’s Christian Associations were planning the comprehensive joint survey (financed by the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial) of the whole program and policy of the
foreign work, the committee in charge turned to Dr. F.
Ernest Johnson, Executive Secretary of the Federal Council’s Research Department, to be the responsible director of
the far-reaching survey.
2. When one of the greatest universities in America was
recently searching the country to find the best qualified man
to become the head of its department of religious education,
it also turned to Dr. Johnson.
All who are interested in the effort of the Federal Counc1! to provide, through the Research • Department, a more
authoritative factual basis for ethical teaching by the
churches will be glad to know that Dr. Johnson has declined
the highly flattering offer from the university and is to continue his work with the Federal Council;
1.

.
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for the ministry. On Monday, May 17th, Mr. Ernest Raymond Palen, a member of the North Marbleton Church, a
graduate. of Kingston High School, Rutgers College, and,

Meetings of the Classes
Philadelphia.The Classis of Philadelphia met in special
session on Wednesday, May 22nd, at 3 P. M., in the North
and South Hampton Church of Churchville, Pa., for the
purpose of examining licentiates Messrs. Daniel Y. Brink
and Richard P. Mallery.
After a thorough examination these young men were re-

recently,
licensure

of New Brunswick Seminary, was examined for
and accepted. Mr. Palen expects to accept a call

in the Classis of Montgomery, at Johnstown, N. Y., and was

given a certificate to that body.
Classis granted the joint application of the Consistory
and Minister of the Rochester Church, of Accord, N. Y., for
a dissolution of the pastoral relation existing between the
Church and Rev. George Gosselink, effective on July 22nd,
Mr. Gosselink is under appointment, with Mrs. Gosselink,
to the Arabian Mission, and they expect to sail for their
new field of labor in September. While regretting their loss
in Mr. Gosselink’s leaving the Accord pastorate, both Church

ceived into Classis upon signing the Formula. Classis was
greatly impressed with the splendid showing made, not only
in the high grade of scholarship and mental equipment of the
candidates, but also with their deep spiritual earnestness

and zeal.
Mr. Brink accepted the call to the North and South Hampton Church, and Mr. Mallery to the Fourth Church of Philadelphia. Arrangements were made for the following services
of ordination and installation,which were carried out at the
proper time:
On Wednesday evening, May 22nd, Mr. Brink was ordained and installed at Churchville. The Scripture lesson
was read by Rev. H. J. Knickel. Prayer was offered by Rev.
John Hart, D.D. The sermon was preached by Rev. Peter
De Meester. * Rev. Geo. B. Scholten, President of Classis,
presided and read the Form. Rev. Henpr W. Brink, father
of the new pastor, gave the charge to him. Rev. Harold H.
Klein gave the charge to the people. The newly installed
pastor dismissed the congregation with the benediction.
On Thursday evening, May 23rd, Mr. Mallery was ordained and installed as pastor of the Fourth Church, at
Roxborough, Philadelphia. Rev. Peter De Meester offered
prayer. Rev. Daniel Y. Brink read the Scripture lesson.
Rev. Geo. B. Scholten presided and read the Form. Rev.
John S. Moore, of Hawthorne, N. J., preached the sermon.

and Classis realize it is for the larger work that these friends
are about to depart.
The Shokan and Shandaken (Mt. Tremper,) churches,
having voted to call Mr. August Pfaus, Jr., as their pastor,
this call was presented to Classis, and approved conditionally upon Mr. Pfaus, presentation of a certificate of licensure.
On Thursday, May 27th, the Classis again met, and received Mr. Pfaus by certificate from the Classis of Newark,
and examined him for ordination. The examination was
entirely satisfactory, and Mr. Pfaus was approved for ordination. The service of ordination and installationwas
appointed for Wednesday evening, June 5th, at 8 o’clock,
daylight saving time, in the Shokan Church. The President
of Classis, Rev. Victor W. Simons, of Gardiner, will preside
and read the Form. The sermon will be preached by Rev.
A. V. S. Wallace, D.D., of the Flatbush Church, with Rev.
H. W. Decker, of Hurley, as secundus. Rev. David Fales, of
Rutgers College, has been invited to give the charge’ to the
pastor, with Rev. C. Van Tol, of Stone Ridge, as secundus.
The charge to the people will be given by Rev. Wilbur F.
Stowe, D.D., of Kingston, with Rev. Edwin D. Miner, of
New Paltz, as secundus.
Classis heard the report of the Missionary Festival committee. This event is to occur on Friday, June 21st, at the
Plattekill Church of Mt. Marion, with both morning and
afternoon sessions. There will be informing and inspirational addresses by prominent missionary experts. The
Ladies’ Aid Society of the Mt. Marion Church will have
charge of the refreshments. Offerings will be made for the

Rev. Charles G. Mallery, father of #the new pastor, delivered
the charge to his son. Rev. M. G. Gosselink charged the
congregation, and the service concluded with the benediction,
pronounced by the newly installed pastor, Rev. Richard P.
Mallery.

Both services were largely attended. Appropriate music
was rendered. The Classis of Philadelphia is richer by having such promising young men added to its membership,
and the churches are to be congratulated upon having secured consecrated leadership of such high caliber.
M. G. Gosseunk, S. C.

missionary cause. Rev. Edwin D. Miner and Rev. C. Van

Newark. At a

.

special meeting of the Classis of Newark,

Tol will be in charge of the music.

held on Wednesday, May 22nd, in the Second Church of
A call by the Rochester Church of Accord upon student
Irvington, N. J., Rev. George C. Hook was granted a letter
Ben Scholten, of Boyden, Iowa, a graduate of Central Colof dismission to the Presbytery of Newark. He tendered lege and New Brunswick Seminary, was approved condihis resignation on May 6th as pastor of the New York Avetionally. After prayer Classis adjourned.
nue Church, to take effect on June 16th. He will accept a
J. B. Steketee, S. C.
call to the Central Avenue Presbyterian Church, Newark,
succeeding his father, Rev. Frederick W. Hock, D.D., who
Albany. A special meeting of the Classis of Albany was
has served that congregation thirty-three years, and has held in the Third Church of Albany on Friday, May 17th.
resigned to become pastor of a Brooklyn church.
The purpose of the meeting was to examine Mr. Willard G.
August Pfaus, Jr., a member of the First Church, New- Wullschleger, a member of the graduating class in New
ark, who was graduated from the New Brunswick Seminary
Brunswick Seminary, for licensure. Mr. Wullschleger
last month, was examined for licensure. The examination passed a very creditable examination. Classis being satiswas sustained, and he was granted a letter of dismission as fied with his gifts, piety and promise of usefulness, voted
a licentiate, to the Classis of Ulster, in which he expects to to grant to him a license to preach the Gospel. After Mr.
accept a call to the Church of Shokan, N. Y.
Wullschleger had signed the Formula, he was at his own
Rev. Henry K. Post, of Christ Church, Newark, was ap- request, dismissed to the Classis of Orange, within whose
pointed Supervisor of the New York Avenue Church dur- bounds he expects to accept a call.
ing the vacancy.
Donald Boyce, S. C.
Committees of examiners of students were appointed for
the succeeding three years. Suggestions by the Stated Clerk
that the rules be amended that would require the retiring
One of the Younger Generation
President to make the report of the State of Religion at
Calvin Schnucker, son of Rev. Dr. George Schnucker, of
the regular spring session, and that printed copies of the
Aplington, Iowa, has been working since last September as
minutes be mailed to members one month before the stated
student pastor at Bristow, Iowa. Mr. Schucker’s experience
meeting instead of ten days after each session, were reincluded digging himself out of the snow-blocked roads a
ferred to the special committee on revision consisting of Rev.
good many times last winter in order to get to Bristow for
John Y. Broek, D.D., Rev. George D. Hulst, Rev. George H.
preaching and catechetical classes and pastoral work. That
Donovan and Elder A.
.
he found time to keep up with other things is shown by the
George H. Donovan, S. C.
fact that this spring he was graduated from Iowa State

Wilburforce.

.

Ulster. The Classis of Ulster has recently held two special meetings, principally for the examination of candidates

Teachers' College with the highest honors — one of six honor
men Qf his class and the student with the highest scholas-
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standing for the entire four years1 course. He plans to
enter New Brunswick Seminary in the fall. The Bristow
people have repeatedly declared to Dr. Schnucker that he
has a son who will beat him as a preacher one of these days,
— a prospect which seems to give the father immense satistic

there. Because of poor conditions there and the resultant
bad health, he finished his High School at the Scotch Mission High School, which later became Voorhees College at
Vellore. He was the first boy to graduate from High School
in the Mission, and he went to Madura College for two
faction.
years. Then the Madura Missionaries wanted him to begin
This summer .Calvin Schnucker is living at Bristow and
an earnest study of theology, but, as Meshack says, “Dr.
continuing his work there as student missionary under the
Scudder called me to him, and plead with me to give up the
commission of the Board of Domestic Missions. He is one •idea of finishing college, and he laid his cheek against my
of thirty-five young men who are going out for the Board
cheek, so that his long beard flowed about my face, and
and the Women's Board, to spend their vacation in building told me, 'Meshack, I've been praying for two weeks about
up vacant churches and carrying forward Church Extension
this matter and the Lord tells me that He wants you to
work, East and West.
stay here and prepare for pastoral work.' To which I answered, T think the Lord, if He wanted me to do this, would
have told me, not you, wouldn't He?' But after a week I
Who’s
in the Arcot Assembly
gave in and went to Palmaner, where I took a four-year
course in Theology under Dr. Jared Scudder."

Who

VI. REV.

MESHACK PETER

By Mrs. Mason Olcott
— The Central Park Church, of Holland, Michigan,
is now supporting Rev. Mr. Peter in his work. There are
one or two other instances of the same sort, most significant of the ever-deepening tie between the churches here
and the churches over there. — Ed.)
(Note.

T1HE

story of the early life of Rev. Meshack Peter, the

Indian pastor to be given charge of the evangelistic and school work of a whole district of the Arcot Mission area, and one of the prime movers in the formation,
and the first President, of the
first

Arcot Assembly, which has now
taken the place of the Mission as
the administrative body of our
Board's work in India, gives us
interesting sidelights on the times
and methods of procedure in the
early days of the Arcot Mission.
Pastor Peter does not know how
many generations have elapsed

since his ancestors came from
Hinduism. His grandfather, an
army man, was a Catholic, who,
while his regiment was stationed
in Calcutta, one evening dropped
into a Protestant Church, and,
listening to the message preached
there, became convinced that that,
rather than the teaching of his
own Church, was the true faith.
From Calcutta he was transferred to Vellore, where he was
baptized by Dr. W. W. Scudder.
His son, Meshack’s father, while
attending an Anglo-Indian school
in the Vellore Fort, was converted at the age of eighteen and
the same Dr. Scudder took him from his father on the agreement that after the mission had educated him, the lad was
not to go back to his father but was to become a mission
worker.

He married the daughter of a Lutheran Mission catechist,
and Meshack was born in Katpadi in 1867. Soon after that
the father became head teacher in the Preparandi School
in Ranipet. This was a school to which men converts were
sent for very elementary education and instruction in the
principles of their new faith, before they could be baptized.
Meshack went to a school there run by a military man,
where English was taught, but after finishing the fourth
class, he was sent to the Vellore Theological Seminary to
study under Dr. John Scudder. The same “big men with

Pastor Peter's first charge was in Tindivanam, to which
place he went in 1895, and where he worked for two years
as a catechist, and as a helper for Dr. Wyckoff in his office
work. In 1897 he became pastor of the Tindivanam Church,
married the Headmistress of the Chittoor Female Seminary,
(now the Sherman High School,) and for another ten years
stayed in charge of that Church, busy with the town and
village pastoral work, besides taking an active part in the
affairs of the town, acting as Municipal Chairman of Tindivanam for a time.
In 1907 he took over full charge of all the evangelistic
and school work in the Wandiwash Taluk, and continued
there until 1915.

He

did not limit himself to the work of
the one town but during his active ministry there opened
up nine villages.

During those years nine children had been born to them,
so Rev. and Mrs. Peter were eager to move to a larger center where their children might have the benefits of education not possible in isolated Wandiwash. No vacancies
needed filling in the larger towns, so Pastor Peter decided
to accept a call to the Scotch Mission, but at just that time
Rev. Henry Honegger died of cholera, and his place was
offered to Meshack. he to become Circle Chairman, in full
charge of all work in that large area. Before he had taken
up work there, Dr. Wyckoff died at Vellore and Meshack was
asked to come there and take up his work. Thus he became, first, Dr. L. R. Scudder's assistant in the chairmanship of the largest, the Western Circle, and soon became
chairman himself, which place he has filled with credit and
honor ever since. Before assuming full charge, however,
he was released for six months to travel with Dr. Sherwood
Eddy on an Evangelistic Campaign throughout India and
Ceylon.

Pastor Peter has always been enthusiastic in Christian

Endeavor work. Christian Endeavor work was started in
South India in our Mission, and Pastor Peter was connected
with the second Society to be established, and has several
times been President of the Local Union, and twice President of the South India Union.
Besides all this work, he has also been active in the
Madras Church Council, for twenty years being its Secretary, and one year being its President also.
In every station where he has worked, his wife has been
active and energetic in work for women and girls. She was
in charge of Hindu Girls' Schools in Tindivanam and Wandiwash, and has been associated with Mrs. L. R. Scudder in
the Bible Women's work of Vellore, all in addition to bringing up nine children.

.

beards" (as Meshack knew them) from his father's Preparandi School were also sent, and he was the only child in the
midst of all these men. “Little Meshack," as they called him,
(using the Tamil word for puppy) began to study theology
and write sermons before he was thirteen. He was chosen
one of the first two boys of the mission to be given a High
School education, and went from the Seminary, then in Chittoor under Mr. Conklin, to the Government High School

Of the children, the two eldest daughters, teachers, are
married; two sons have earned the B.A. degree, one of them
now studying in Hartford Theological Seminary in America,
and the other working in a Government office; one daughter is taking a medical course, and another a college course
in Madras; and two boys are studying in Voorhees High
School, Vellore.

Heroes in history seem to us poetic because they are there.
But if we should tell the simple truth of some of our* neighbors, it would sound like poetry,— George William Curtis.
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A Middle School

in

work such as I have described, but for every one the world
round. Our actions in the home, in the school, among our
friends, show whether or not we are really trying to follow

Japan

Bv Rev. Eugene C. Duryee
17'OR about two years now I have been teaching elementary
" English, or as it is called, Conversation, in the Middle
School at Meiji Gakuin in the city of Tokyo. The Middle
School in Japan corresponds roughly to the Junior High
and the High School in the United
States. There are five grades in
the school and in each one of these
grades the student has to study
many subjects. Instead of having
one subject two, three, or four
times a week, they have many subjects only once a week.
Here at Meiji Gakuin we have
about a thousand students in the

the kind of life that Jesus would have us live.

classes

number about

sixty boys to the division, or class-

room. Before each

class period
starts the boys line up according
to classes and then go to their
classrooms. This makes a rather
impressive sight because all of the
boys are dressed alike. One of

the requirements for Middle
Mr. Duryee and Student

Schools is that the boys must wear

uniforms. During the late
vinter and early spring, these uniforms are

fall,

made of a dark

cloth. The rest of the school year they wear uniforms
>f light gray material and white covers over their blue caps.
One thing that struck me rather funny at first was to see
sixty shaved heads in front of me in the classroom. They
are required by a law of the educational department to have
their hair cut very short. When the boys finish the Middle
School and go on to the Higher School or College they may
let their hair grow if they wish to.
Every time I go into a classroom the boy who is at the
head of the class gives a signal for the class to stand and
then when he gives another signal the class makes its bow.
I also bow and then the class is ready to begin. At the
close of the hour we go through the same performance. The
bow is the Japanese method of greeting. They do not shake
hands as we do, except those who have been in some foreign
slue

country and learned the custom there. When they meet
you they make their "o’jigi,” which is a bow, a way of
greeting you.
The boys in the Middle School have their different kinds
of clubs, tennis, baseball, ping-pong, Japanese “judo” and
wrestling, football, English Speaking, harmonica, and others.

They

all enjoy athletics very

much and they take a very

great interest in baseball and tennis. Some of the baseball
teams in the colleges are excellent.

Every now and then something happens in class which
goes to show that boys are boys the whole world round. One
day I was busy teaching when two or three of the boys became very much excited and pointed to the wall. I looked
around and there on the wall was a big lizard. I rather
suspected that some of them had been up to some sort of

my

teaching and did not pay much
attention to the lizard, which did not move. A little later I
saw another one on the floor by one of the boy’s seats. It
was just as I had thought, they were only tin lizards. Another time one of the boys crawled down behind his seat so
he would not be called on when it came his turn. I saw
him trying to get the kink out of his neck after having
been in such a cramped position and so helped him along by
asking him three or four questions in a row! I don’t remember that he ever tried that trick again. It is such
things that add an interest to teaching.

trick, so I went on with

This is just one type of our activity in Japan. We get
some chance to have private Bible Classes with some of
the boys and of course become acquainted personally with
others, but our main influence must be our example; how
we conduct ourselves in the classroom and how we treat
the boys. This is not only essential for us who are in school

How

do you

treat your parents, brothers and sisters, your friends, your

classmates or business associates? How do you treat those
of a different race? I have been treated most kindly by the
Japanese since I came to this country. Some of them have
even gone out of their way in showing this kindness, such
as the times when a Japanese gentleman has gotten up to
give me his seat in a bus, because he was short and could easily
stand and my head was hitting the top of the bus. Such
things leave a lasting impression. (The politeness of the
gentleman, as well as the bump by the bus. — Ed.)

My

Middle School department, and
most of the
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Visit to Kiryat

By Sarah

FVER

L.

Hosman,

M.I).

my furlough I have been watching my opportunity to get up the coast. But no way
opened. But when I was in India this summer it occurred to
since I returned from

me to try Kiryat. I prayed about it and as soon as I arrived
in Muscat, I sent a letter to the Governor of Kiryat asking
him if I might vis t his town. He replied that I was not only
welcome but the people needed me. When I asked permission
of the British Consul, his note read. “By all means go to
Kiryat.” Then I felt sure it was the Lord’s will for me to go.
All my other trips have been on the coast north of Muscat,
but Kiryat is about forty miles south on the coast. First, let
me answer some unimportant questions about how I make
such a visit. We have to get all the medicines prepared and
packed in special boxes made with partitions for such a purpose. Also the gauze, cotton, basins, towels, soap, bandages,
Primus stove steril zer, a few necessary instruments. Personally my own furniture consists in a little folding sewing
table I use both for a dining and instrument table, two camp
cots, two camp chairs, bedding, including mosquito nets, a
Primus stove, a few necessary cooking utensils, some food
supply, and clothing. These are all packed in the sail boat
and we, my nurse and an Arab woman helper, sit on the back
end. My servant boy sits among the sailors. A sail boat is
small, so there is no covering from the sun, and if the breeze
is good we progress; if there is no breeze the men have to
row, which means we just creep along. But this time I did
not use the ordinary sail boat, but hired two large Muscat
canoes, one for the luggage and one for ourselves. We left
Muscat at 3:30 P. M. and arrived in Kiryat at 1:30 that night.
The moon was still a little above the western horizon, so we
spread out our cots and slept on the seashore until daylight.
The Governor sent his servants and donkeys over as soon
as he heard of our arrival and carried all our things to the
house he had selected for us. A Hindu merchant offered me
the use of his garden, but there was no place to treat the
people sp we went where the Wali (or Governor) had pro-,
vided for us. It was not an attractive place, for all the people lived in date huts on the open sand and not in the shades
of the date gardens as the Arabs on the northern coast do.
Our house was of mud and plaster. It had one room and a
closed-in veranda. The Arab rooms have no windows so this
one room could or\ly be used as a store room. In the small
compound or lot there was nothing but sand no well, nor a
bath room and no tree; just glistening white sand enclosed
by a wall of date sticks.
But the Wali came in person and had his men put up booths
of date branches. One for a bath room, one where my nurse
stood with her medicines, one where I sat at my table, seeing
the patients and writing prescriptions. A woman carried the
water for us and poured it into large earthen jars loaned us
by the Wali.
The day after our arrival we were ready to treat the people. There were thirty-five that day, the next day eightyseven, and by the third day the one hundred and fifty-five
filled our place. The attendance continued up to 180, but unfortunately our supply of medicines began to run short, so
we had to send back to Muscat for more. This reduced our
number to ninety a day.
It was the most needy community I ever saw. More needy
than the people I saw on the northern coast. Most of the
cases were bad eyes of almost every description. Such a
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sight as children leading their parents, mothers leading their
daughters, old enough to be married but not able because of
infected eyes, young men and boys. I tried to treat all the
men first and let them get away before the women came. To
do this I began work at 6:30 A.M., but we did not finish until twelve or a little after. Many came to us from the surrounding villages. A few mornings before wfe left an influential Arab woman came to us about an eight hours* journey
on a camel to have her eyes treated. Quite a few women came
with her. She has given me an invitation to come to her
place and doctor the people of her community.
This was the first village where the Gynecological patients
called for treatments. I am hoping that these cases will
come to Muscat for their operations.
On Sunday mornings, I let the Bilhorn organ announce a
service. The children and women gathered quickly, but some
left to bring in their husbands or their neighbors. We had

some hymns, the reading of the Ten Commandments, a

les-

son from one of the Gospels, and a few explanations of the
plan of salvation. I believe the secret of power in our message is the Cross of Christ, for it is “the power of God unto
salvation/* “His unfailing ever active instrument by which
the sinner through faith is made a new creature.** The second Sunday the crowd refused to leave, but sat for more
reading from the Gospels.
About two days before I left, I was greatly amused when
at the midday meal hour when all was quiet, I heard the
sound of children's voices. To my surprise, they had gathered
nearby and were playing at dispensary!
One little voice said, “Doctolea, give me medicine."
Another voice said, “Have you received your medicine?
Take your chittie (note) and go over there. Come back tomorrow morning/*
My nurse and I could not keep from laughing. But as soon
as they heard us they scampered in all directions. One little
four-year-old ran along with a piece of cast-off cotton pasted
on her eye. A little boy had sand as ointment applied to his
arm. I shuddered when I saw the little girl with her eye
covered with cotton that had been used by infected eyes and
cast carelessly away. Let us hope she did not receive any injury to hers.
This was Nurse Margaret’s first time to tour. She can take
the premium for being a very, very poor sailor, for she can
feed all the fishes along the path of her boat when the sea is
almost level. But when we started in our work, she did splendidly. I received a letter from the Sultan’s brother in Sohar
inviting me to come there. I shall try to visit that place in
January. I ask your prayers that the Gospel may grip the
hearts of these village people, and also that we may have
a good journey by sea.

m

Let us pay tribute also to the church. The race
needs religion. It needs the ministry of saintly men
and women. It needs prophets and makers of ideals.
It needs meditation. It needs seekers after spiritual
truth as well as scientific truth. The greatest scientists have found their faith deepened as their miscroscopes became more powerful and their telescopes
reached farther and farther out into the starry universe. Each discovery leads to new mysteries, and
reverence grows as curiosity carries man further in
his search for the eternal. Down through the ages
the church has nourished ideals of service and brotherhood. Its ministers have been the friends of the ignorant, the sick, and the weak. Character culture
cannot leave God and the church out. Let us magnify
our churches.

Joy Elmer Morgan,
Editor of The Journal of the
National Education Association.

THE FULL BUDGET FOR ALL THE BOARDS!
This Would Mean From Churches and Individuals

$113,300 For Education
Send

for Ministerial
and Medical Missionary Student Aid
or for the Educational Institutions to
all contributions

BOARD OF EDUCATION,
25 East 22nd

—

Nardin Park of Detroit, Mich.— this year. The United
Church of Canada is one of the ten ; the Church of England
is another, and there is also the German Lutheran and the
Finnish Apostolic Lutheran. This indicates that people from
some very far places are coming together in the suburb of
old Detroit were Nardin Park’s little bungalow church building stands. Out of all these varieties of background is being built up a united and harmonious church. This is one
of the newer enterprises in which the Board of Domestic
Missions is interested.

changeless formulas once for all delivered to the saints.
The ideas of growth, of progress, of discovery are essential
to its being both because it is a college and because it is
Christian. If its Christian faith and purpose are to be
stated, as we have stated them, in terms of the supreme

fixed,
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APPEAR-

Ter.

4. Olive. 9. Porte. 14. Eve. 15. Dedan. 16. Aroer.
18. Oven. 19. Aretas. 20. Ekes. 22. Es. 23. Drab. 24.
Teller. 26. Feed. 27. Pad. 30. Sad. 31. Mil. 32. Eerie. 34. An.
36. Pplaris. 89. Tort. 40. Ram. 42. Mad. 43. Mop. 45. Dee. 46.
Ohel. 48. Divided. 51. Dr. 52. Manor. 54. Set. 55. Rom. 57. Ame.
58. Esox. 60. Miters. 63. Peen. 64. Pi. 65. Elam. 66. Revoke. 69.
Mona. 71. Lio. 72. Awoke. 73. Rarer. 74. Ost. 75. Sewed. 76.
Drest. 78. Wee.

Evoke. 3. Revels. 4. Ode. 5. Lever. 6. Idea. 7.
Parade. 10. Oreb. 11. Rot. 12. Tea. 13. Era. 19.
Are.
Slap. 23. Delimit. 25. Edom. 26. Fir. 27. Prod. 28. Aired.
29. Dettr. 31. Madison. 33. Et. 34. Aroma. 35. Naham. 37. Lad.
38. Sod. 41. Mene. 44. Peri. 17. Lo. 49. Vex. 50. Dote. 53. Reeked.
56. Mellow. 59. See. 60. Mines. 61. Raise. 62. Smote. 63. Poke.
64. Pore. 66. Ras. 67. Ewe. 68. Vow. 69. Mar. 70. Art. 73. Rd.

Vertical

—

Van.

1.

Tenet.

8.
21.

En.

2.

9.

Ladder Grams
Here are three ladder-grams of comparatively easy character. Nevertheless, two of them begin and end with an
admonition to “Watch your step/*

••••

Its Chris-

as the mere transmission from generation to generation of

City

Nov.

•

tian purpose is not to be conceived in static, dogmatic terms

New York

SOLUTION TO CROSS WORD PUZZLE NO.
ING JUNE 5, 1929

•

(Continued from page 374)

found.

- - .

•
•

Mark
Golf
••••

Point of View
loyal to the truth whenever and wherever

Street

R. C. A.

value of personality, the eternal worth of Jesus’ principles
of living, and the truth of His portrayal of the character
and disposition of God, there is ample room and freedom
for the quest of new ranges of truth. . . .

17.

Ten denominations are represented among the men and
women who have joined Rev. Francis P. Ihrman’s church

MAGNIFY OUR CHORCHES

OS

Horirontal— 1.

New Church Draws From Many Sources
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Well

• • •

a • •
• • •

•

• • •

•

Mind
• • • • •

•••••

Ball

Baby
Guard the Tongue. — Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy
lips from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do good;
seek peace, and pursue it.— Psalm 34:13, 14.
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Death of Eben E. Olcott
A

great host will join in sympathy with Mrs. Olcott and
her family in the death on June 5th of Mr. Eben Erskine
Olcott, President of the Hudson River Day Line, and long
identified in many active and generous ways with the Reformed Church in America and its Boards. Mr. Olcott was
in his seventy-fifth year. During the last two or three years
increasing weakness had led to his withdrawal from his
many business and Church activities. He was an Elder in
the Collegiate Church of New York, attending the St.
Nicholas Church. For twenty-eight years he was a member of the Board of Foreign Missions, sharing in its inner
counsels and contribut ng generously to the maintenance
of its work. In 1910 he attended the great Edinburgh Missionary Conference as one of the Delegates of the Reformed
Church. Mr. Olcott was also a member of the Board of
Managers of the American Bible Society. In every relation

fLEHSMT

PRAIRIE CLiSSS

is earnestly supporting the

work of

the Ministers’ Fund.
100 per cent of the churches contri-

buted to the Disabled Ministers’
Fund this year — 65 per cent more
than last year;
100 per cent to the Widows’ Fund

— the home, the Church and in business — his association
and his participation were greatly appreciated and his death
will bring sorrow to very many.
The funeral services were held in the St. Nicholas Collegiate Reformed Church on June 7th, 1929, and were conducted by the Rev. Henry E. Cobb, D.D., Senior Minister
of the Collegiate Church and President of the Board of For-

—

increasing materially also;

Over 68 per cent to the Ministerial
Pension Fund — several paying large
amounts on their promised balances.

eign Missions.

THE MINISTERS’ FUND

The Reverend Daniel Rapalje
One

members of a notable
group of missionaries that have represented the Reformed
Church in its mission fields of Asia, Rev. Daniel Rapalje,
passed to his great reward on May 30th, 1929, at the ripe
of the most honored and useful

age of 93 years.
Immediately upon his graduation from the Theological
Seminary, Mr. Rapalje entered upon missionary service,
having been ordained by the South Classis of Long Island
and having received appointment by the Board of Foreign
Missions to the Amoy Mission in 1858. In 1878 he married
Miss Alice Ostrom, a daughter of Rev. Alvin Ostrom, a classmate in the Theological Seminary and a member of the
Amoy Mission. Mr. Rapalje fulfilled a long and useful service as a missionary in China, retiring after 41 years' resi-

dence in that country. He was one of the devoted and
scholarly group of those years who laid deep and strong
foundations. His close associate was Rev. John V. N. Talmage, with whom he was associated in very important linguistic work with spec;al reference to the Amoy colloquial.
Mr. Rapalje gave most faithful and efficient service to the
planning and growth of the Amoy Church. His unusual
acquaintance with the Chinese language, both written and
spoken, and his remarkable accuracy and facility of utterance made him a highly respected and much valued missionary in China.
The funeral services were held in Plainfield on Saturday,
June 1st. The Revs. John Y. Broek, pastor of Trinity Reformed Church; Harold W. Schenck, son of a former pastor
and long time friend of the family, and W. I. Chamberlain, Corresponding Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions, conducted the services.

Josiah Hornblower Honored
By Rev. W. N.

P. Dailey, D.D.

A FEW

weeks ago there was placed upon a grave in the
cemetery of the old Bellville Church, now within the

limits of the city of

Newark, N.

J., a tablet of bronze,

bear-

ing this inscription:

JOSIAH HORNBLOWER
Pioneer Engineer, Distinguished Citizen.
In 1753 he brought from England and erected
the first steam “fire” engine in this country,

The Newcomen

Society, April .24, 1929.

was in North Arlington, just across the Passaic River
from the Belleville Church, that Josiah Horblower set up
It

this engine, pn<j “laid the foundation of America’s mechani-

OF THE

REFORMED CHURCH

25 East 22nd Street,

IN

AMERICA

New York

imagination as we contemplate the
“billions of power" that have followed the setting up of this
first plant. It is interesting as a part of our Reformed
Church history to recognize the part played by one of its
eighteenth century members in the development of Americal

age." One

is lost in

can industry.

One

of our exchanges, under the title “A Tablet to

Steam

Power," comments editorially upon the placing of the memorial

:

A bronze

tablet,

placed on the grave of Josiah Hornblower

in the churchyard of a little Dutch Reformed Church at
Belleviie, N. J., will perpetuate the memory of the man
who erected the first steam engine on this continent. You
may search in vain through many dictionaries of biography
to find mention of Josiah Hornblower. He invented nothing,
yet he blazed a path. While James Watt, still in his teens,

presumably was still engaged in watching the lid of his
grandmother's kettle flutter, Josiah Hornblower was setting
up a steam fire engine to pump a copper mine on the Schuyler
estate near what is now North Arlington. This was in 1753
and the date properly marks the beginning of the mechanical

age in American

history.

The HornbWer engine was one made by Thomas Newcomen, the Devonshire blacksmith, who as early as 1719
was pumping water with a steam engine of his own device which was the ancestor of the modern steam engine.
It was upon this basis that Watt later was to make the radical improvements that brought steam into the practical service of mankind. Mindful of the credit that should go to
those early experimenters, the American branch of the Newcomen Society of England, an organization devoted to the
history of engineering and technology, devised the tablet
which it laid upon the grave of Josiah Hornblower the other
day, with cereipony.

Even before Newcomen men had been toying with the idea
of putting steam to work. The Marquis of Worcester made
a steam engine in 1663, there is some record of a steam
boat by a Spanish inventor in the middle of the sixteenth
century. Staking out exact claims at this date is a precarious matter, but there is no doubt about the positive gains
made by Newcomen and Watt and Hornblower, and they deserve memorials, even though unduly belated.
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dent, and Dr. Tetsu Yasui, the former
Dean, has succeeded him. Miss Yasui,
recognized as a leader in the educational world, is also an outstanding Christian, very spiritual and modest, withal.
“Day by day the President’s influence
goes out with quiet, steady, molding
power, and the instructors teach as
though they had a mission to perform
Christian College, for God in this school,” writes one who
has been there.
Tokyo
A prominent public man, a non-Christian, told Dr. R. E. Speer, when he
“Oh, how I wish to make this
visited Japan not long ago, that educacountry inferior to none, adopttion is molding the nation, but educaing that which is good and retion needs molding— Christianity is the
jecting that which is bad.”
only hope. Evidently the Woman’s ColSo said Emperor Meiji of Japan. It lege is meeting that need.
is an axiom that a state can rise no
Only one quarter of the girl® who
higher than its women. This the Em- wish to enter each year can be admitted.
peror did not understand, and Japan, Last year 429 were enrolled — “the very
with all her educational and material pick of the 25,000 girls graduating from
progress in the last five or six decades, the High Schools.” An American who
made no provision for the higher edu- helped in the College part of the year,
cation of women.
and studied them critically, states: “I

$mutg Unnipn’B
Ippartmml

Woman’s

381

Francisco, who knows the institution, has
said : “I believe that this College will do
more for friendly relations with Japan
than all the Chambers of Commerce, for
Japan cannot enter the family of nations on an equality until she revises
her ideals of womanhood.” And for the

cause of

Christ, —

as young women go

forth from its halls to live the College

motto— SERVICE and SACRIFICE—
the embodiment of that New Life which
will gradually make Japan a part of
God’s Kingdom.

The Weary Heart-Broken
World
We often look at the multitudes of people on the streets. Their faces are
strained and weary looking. They cannot wait until the lights give them permission to cross the streets. They rush
out among the moving cars. They are
carrying a great burden of care. Some
yearning is forever driving them on, a
yearning that is never satisfied. They
rush into the theaters to get away from
themselves. Dr. J.^H. Jowett once Said
of such a multitude: “Men will search
anywhere and do anything except turn
in simp e surrender to the Christ himself.

They weary themselves in
exploration,

and they

intellectual

will not lay their

wills in childlike simplicity in lowly
obeisance to the Master’s call. The secret of ths Lord; is with them that fear
him.’ The secrets are discovered in the

way of

devotion and reverent fear.
‘Come unto me,’ ye sinking, exhausted
seekers, ‘and I will give you rest.’ ”

—

IV

atchm an-E xaminer.

Ordination of

Women

Women

Studying in Japan

In 1912 an Interdenominatoinal Com- was surprised at the quality of the studmittee (missionary) urged the estab- ents — not only their high natural abillishment of a women’s college, that they ity, but the fact that they possessed inmight be fitted for the larger tasks open- dividuality, originality and initiative,
ing to them in the life of the nation and without losing the poise and charm of

are granted the right of ordination in only 43 of the 114 leading
Protestant denominations in the United
States, according to a carefully compiled
report contained in a book called WoTnen
and th£ Ministry, published by Doubleday, Doran and Company, New York.
The report is a tabulation of the exact
lay and clerical status of women made
by Miss Elizabeth Wilson, under the di-

of the Church. Women are becoming the traditional Japanese woman. There rection of the Federal Council of
influential as educators, as leaders in is something impressive about the whole
Churches in America. It offers, in addireform movements, such as the

W.

atmosphere of the campus. I felt the tion to the American figures, a summary
thrill of the experiment going on, the of the English situation and presents a
of the responsibility for the evangeliza- attempt to establish a new and better spirited argument by Canon Charles E.
tion of Japan. Six years later the social order by means of the higher edu- Raven of the Church of England for the
Woman’s Christian College at Tokyo was cation for women. The girls seem to be ordination of women in his communion.
opened — Sister College, Vassar. Of the very happy in their temporary home and His argument has already found a remore than 100 girls who took the ex- in their joyous freedom to be themselves. sonant echo in an editorial in The
aminations only 84 could be accepted. Yet there is an underlying seriousness Churchman, leading Episcopal periodical
One traveled all the way from Dairen in their whole bearing.”
of this country, which pleads in its 125th
—across Manchuria, the length of Korea
Graduates receive Government licenses anniversary number for the immediate
and through* the widest section in Japan to teach in secondary schools and in recognition of the place of women in
—for that privilege. Another of that Junior Colleges. Some have entered Im- orders. And a proposal has been adoptfirst group was blind, seeking light in perial Universities in Tokyo or other
ed by the Presbyterian General Council
her darkness.
cities, or have come to America or Eng- now in session in Philadelphia to give
From the beginning the large major- ]and for further study, in economics, women equal rights in the Presbyterian
ity of the faculty have been Japanese
law or other professions. Many are en- Church in the United States. Denommen and women of high standing. The gaged in social service, Y. W. C. A., or inations in which the ordination of
C.

T. U., and upon them must rest part

—

President was Dr. Inazo Nitobe, internationallyknown as a Christian educator, and more recently as the representative of Japan at the League of
Nations. He is now Honorary Presifirst

religious social work.

The College

women is not permitted include the various Lutheran bodies, the Methodist

accomplishing a splendid piece of work for education in Japan, Church of both the North and South,
for international relations. A member the Southern Baptists and the Episcois

of the Chamber of Commerce of San

palians.
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he died. Here was a genuine tragedy.
He could control other men, yes, he could
control men on a battlefieldand in tremendous peril, but he could not control
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communicationsfor General Synod should he sent
The greatest enemy any of us will Rev. James M. Martin. D.D., Permanent Clerk.
have to overcome is one that is within Holland. Mich. Mr. James 8. Polhemus. Treasurer, 26 East 22nd Street, New York City.

himself.,,

YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES
Conducted by Rev. Abram Dubyee

D.D.. Preudent, 1
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Christian Endeavor Topic Us. We seem
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Sunday, June 23,

to have a lower nature
and a higher nature, and they are con- BOARD OF DIRECTION— Mr. Wm. L. Brower.
President:Rev. Joseph R. Duryee, D.D., Mr. John
stantly struggling against each other. M. Kyle. Mr. Wm. G. Gaston. Mr. Chat. L. LivNow the higher nature is in control and ingston, Mr. Percy Bailantine, Directors ; Mr.

»

JESUS TEACHING US SELF-

CONTROL

we

Micah 6:8, I Peter 2:11-20
Jesus was the world's best teacher
of self-control and the finest example the
world has ever seen of one who never
lost control of

Himself. You see

it in

the Child, 12 years of age, in the temple

;

James S. Polhemus. Treasurer.

are unselfish and helpful and happy;

OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS-Rev. Frank
and almost before we are aware of it the B.BOARD
Seeley, DJ)., President: Rev. S. Vander Werf.
lower nature gets in command and we do D.D., Field Secretary ; Rev. James S. Klttell, D.D..
and say things of which we are ashamed Secretary ; Mr. Charles W. Osborne, Treasurer.
afterwards. Paul writes in one of his CHURCH BUILDING FUND— Mr. Charles W.
Osborne, Treasurer.
letters that when he would do good evil
was present with him; and then, with a WOMEN’S BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS
— Mrs. John S. Bussing, Honorary President; Mrs.
note of triumph, he adds that he has Edgar Tilton, President; Miss Ruth B. Rule, Genfound the secret of success in Jesus eral Secretary: Miss Mary M. Greenwood, Treas-

in the temptation in the wilderness; in
His conduct under all sorts of testing
Christ.
conditions; in His setting His face to
go to Jerusalem; in the way He conductWhen
ed Himself before Pilate and before His

urer; Miss Helen
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urer.

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS AND THE
MISSION— Rev. H. E. Cobb. DJ)..
President; Rev. W. L Chamberlain, Ph.D., Corresponding Secretary; Rev. W. J. Van Kersea,

you are tempted to do wrong ARABIAN

think of this fact: Jesus believes in
enemies who put Him to death. The
you. He is trusting you to do right. If D.D., District Secretary: F. M. Potter, L.HJ)..
glory of it all is that this Christ can
you do wrong you will not only hurt Associate Secretary and Treasurer.
help those of us who are wronged and
WOMAN'S BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS
yourself but you will cause Christ, your
burdened and tempted today.
—Mrs. DeWitt Knox. President: Miss Elisa P.
the Luther League Review we
quote this story, showing that a man
may control others and still be unable
to control himself.
‘There was in the Southern army a
famous colonel. They said that wherever he went upon the battlefieldhe al-

From

ways had

his

men

in absolute command

—

in perfect obedience. When he appeared,

Saviour, to suffer.
When a fine mofal man was asked how
he had been able to live in such a masterful way, he replied, “Because I have
followed the principle that I would not
do or say anything that might cause my
sainted mother to suffer. I have tried
always to do what I thought she expected me to do, and to refrain from what
I thought she would not approve."

his very personality seemed to be able
to control men as was the case with no
other leader. Wherever he was placed
he always seemed able to win the battle. It seemed impossible to defeat him,
so powerful was his ability to lead. But
when the war was over this officer went
back to his old home, went down into
the depths of dissipation and drunkenness, wrecked and ruined his life, until
his family was scattered and he was

Cobh. Corresponding Secretary ; Miss 0. H. Lawrence, Editorial and Educational Secretary; Miss
Anna F. Bacon, Treasurer ; Mias Elisabeth R. Van
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not wrong to be tempted. The wrong Disabled Ministers'Fund, The Widows' Fund, and
Ministerial Pension Fund: — Rev. Joseph R.
comes in when we yield to temptation. The
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cannot win without Divine help that we D.D., Secretary; F. M. Potter, L.H.D.. Treasurer.

are in the right way to success in overCENTRAL COLLEGE ENDOWMENT AND
coming. Like the shepherd lad, David, CONTINGENT FUND— Hon. H. J. Vanden Berg.
we must go against our enemy in the Treasurer, Pella, Iowa.
name of the Lord. “For God is faith- HOPE COLLEGE ENDOWMENT AND CONalone.
ful, who will not suffer you to be tempt- TINGENT FUND— Edward D. Dlmnent. Treaa
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The excitement was tremendous. The

police had tried to cope with the unruly

SOME QUESTIONS:

Treasurer.

element but failed. The mayor had done
MISSIONARY EDUCATION DEPARTMENTGive examples of occasions where Committee
his best. Then some person shouted,
in Charge: F. M. Potter, L.H.D., Miss
Elisa P. Cobb. Rev. J. S. KitteU. D.D., Miss Ruth
‘Let us find the colonel!' They discov- Jesus showed self-control.
Rule, Rev. Abram Duryee, Rev. Willard D.
To what sins may lack of self-control B
ered him in his usual haunts of vice and
Brown. D.D., Mr. Max Nelson. Secretary.
depravity, half intoxicated. They lead us?
and money orders should always be mads
How can Christ help us to overcome? toChecks
dressed him in soldier's garments, put
the order of the Board, Committee, or Ftmd for
which they are intended. Never invert officer t'
on the cockade, and the mayor himself
Teacher: “Now, Bennie, can you tell
pinned on the badge of authority and
Addreee of all except where otherwise indicated.
said, ‘Now, Colonel, I want you to ride me what an island is?"
Reformed Church Building. 26 East Stud Street,
out and quell this riot. I will give you
authority.'

“They mounted him on

white charger
and sent him away to the city square.
He rode through the crowd, giving his
orders to the right and the left, and in
a

twenty minutes the whole square was
as quiet as a graveyard. Within one

hour he had removed his
thrown aside

his sword,

uniform,

and was again

drinking himself into insensibility.
Within two months, alone, deserted,
without a friend, wrecked and ruined,

Little Bennie: “Yes, Ma'am. An New York
island is a place you can't leave without

a

boat." —

City.
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Notice

The book abounds in apt

Benevolent Societies

in quotations from

Special Meeting of Classis

THE AMERICAN SEAMEN’S
FRIEND SOCIETY
Incorporated 18SS

The Classis of Passa'c will meet in special seson Monday. June 17th, at 1:30 P. M., in the
Central Reformed Church of Paterson, N. J., to
consider (1) Proposed Jewish Mission; (2)
Change in Rules of Order; (3) Examination of
sion

licentiatefor ordination.

John Sietsema, S.

The only American undenominationalinternaand national Society aiding teamen.
Maintains a Sailor's Home and Institute at 607
West Street. New York City.
Loan Libraries ($26) placed on vessels sailing

i.o

C.

nal

from

New
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Death

York.

IN MEMORIAM.
Shipwreckedand destitute seamen aided.
PUBLISHES the “Sailors' Magaaine*’ ($1.00). At a meeting of the Woman’s Missionary Society
SUPPORTED by contributions and legacies.
of the North Reformed Church. Watervl'.et,N. Y.,
Winchester Noyes. President; George Sidney held June 3rd. the following expression of love
Webster. D.D., Secretary.
and esteem was adopted
Clarence D. Pinneo. Treasurer. 72 Wall Street.
The members of the Society record with pro-

many

allusions and
sources, Bibli-

cal and otherwise, most of which, so
far as this reviewer can detect, are accurately given. But when one comes to
page 209, he is surprised to find that a
bishop who knows his Bible (presumably) has transmuted “Let not him that
girdeth on his armor boast himself as
he that putteth it off” (R. V.) into
“Greater is he that putteth on his armor
than he that putteth it off.” We all need
to verify our references. (The Macmillan Company, $2.)

:

New York,

to

whom

contributions

may

be sent.

found sorrow the death of their President,

MRS. CARRIE M. SHAVER.

NEW YORK SABBATH
COMMITTEE

We

Morality in the

Making. By Roy

E.

Whitney.

our sorrow and heartfelt
The author of this book has had a
grief at the passing of this faithful and devoted
servant of our Ix>rd. .We also wish to record our theological education, with some year*
appreciationof her life and labor among us, and
(Incorporated)
voice our gratitude to God who gave her to us for of preaching, and is now the personnel
so many years, and acknowledge the inspiration director in a manufacturing plant which
Organised
Incorporated 1884
of her life among us as an example of faithfulness,
Local. National and International. Secures, de- devotion and unselfish service. Let us who must employs some seven thousand men.
fends and enforces wholesome Sunday laws with still “carry on” pledge continued devotion to this
Drawing on his experience and observathe privilege of worship for everybody.
work which she loved. This expression of esteem
Its literatureincludes more than a hundred titles is to be entered on the minutes of the Society and tion of people thus accumulated, he has
besides a periodical.
a copy sent to her family, and a copy to The given us a book which forms a valuable
Supported by voluntary contributions.
Christian Intelligencer and Mission Field.
Address correspondence and remittance to THE
contribution to ethical study. ProceedMrs. L. B. Rulison.
NEW YORK SABBATH COMMITTEE. Room 881.
ing on an evolutionary basis, he holds
Committee.
Bible House, New York City.
Officers: Chairman. Charles F. Darlington;
that morality is one of our adaptations
Treasurer. E. Francis Hyde; Secretary. Duncan J.
desire to express

1867

McM

Han.

MEMBERSHIP

represents the various denomi-

/0eto Boobs:

nations. Catholic and Protestant.

to environment. Nature favors morality. Morality has survival value. The

universe is so constituted that we must
develop and use moral reactions in orCHICAGO
SOCIETY The Ambassador. Yale Lectures on der to make fuller and more detailed
ORGANIZED
INCORPORATED 1898
adaptations to our environment. QualiPreaching for 1928. By Bishop
ties contributing to adaptation are: PerHas missionaries speaking 26 languages and
James E. Freeman.
Christian literature in 88 languages.
sistence, Foresight, Patience, Sympathy,
1>m*L year conducted 2.161 public meetings, and
always expect something good
viHted 43,016 Immigrant homes In nine NorthCaution, Courage, Honesty, Fortitude,
from the Lyman Beecher Lectureship Discretion, Tolerance. The distinguishI*. lit rHl States and Canada.
All donations should be sent to
on Preaching. This book well maintains
ing factor in morality is the desire of
CHICAGO TRACT SOCIETY
the tradition of over half a century, in
approval by ourselves or others. In
t4n S. Dearborn
Chicago. III.
which the masters of pulpit speech have every act which we call moral, and in
Rev. L. B. Trowbridge. Secretary.
"iven counsel to the Yale divinity stuno others, this desire has a part. We
dents, as to how they may do their work
INSTITUTE as ministers of the gospel. Yet here, judge an act to be right if it gains us
self-approval,and wrong if it is conIncorporated 1908
be it noted, we find little admonition as trary to our self-approval. Morality
EVANGEUCAL, EVANGEUSTIC. INTER- to the matter of sermons, and nothing
pays us in approval satisfactions,rather
DENOMINATIONAL.
as to their manner. Other titles come than in economic goods.
The object of the Institute is to publish widely
the news of Christ's salvation and to bring as to mind: “God’s Word Through PreachThroughout the book, these principles
many people as possible to a saving knowledge of ing,” “Preaching Without Notes.” “The
are followed out and applied, with clearChrist. This is done by the thorough training of
Cure
of
Souls”
—
under
which,
excellent
Christian workers through the Institute'sResident.
ness of statement, and with illustrations
Day and Evening Schools; and through the par- teaching was given as to pulpit disthat enliven the style and enhance the
ticipationby students and by the Institute staff in
daily outdoor and indoor evangelisticmeetings course, how it should be prepared and interest. The treatment, however, is
conducted throughout the year.
how given forth. But Bishop Freeman, open to the criticism that the analysis of
More than 8U0 graduates of the Institute have
gone to foreign mission fields under more than assuming, as we may surmise, that the moral1 sense is not pursued far
16 denominational and interdenominationalMis- preaching as such will have been amply
enough. In identifying moral judgments
sion Boards.
During the year ending March 81, 1928. the In- dealt with in the classroom, devotes himwith judgments of approval, and leavstitute Qpnducted 8.182 outdoor evangelistic meetself to setting forth the high conception
ings, having an aggregate attendance of 487.450.
ing the matter there, there is no inquiry
The National BibU Institute is entirely tap- of the Christian ministry which the title
into the ground of approval. Why do I
ported by the free will offerinye of the LonTe
he
has
chosen
readily
suggests.
people.
approve one act and condemn another?
A copy of the Institute's monthly magasine.
The title comes, of course, from St. Is there not something deeper than self
The Bible Today, and a copy of the catalogue of
Paul’s words. “We are ambassadors of approval, which is itself the cause or
the Institute'sSchools, will be sent on request.
Officers: President. Don O. Shilton ; Treasurer Christ,” which, as they proceed from
the rationale of the self approval?
Hugh H. Monro; Registrar. B. Allen Reed
the apostle, express his personal, rather Moreover, the range of moral qualities
The National Bible Institute
than his official consciousness — if indeed might be enlarged and a demonstration^
840 West Fifty-fifthStreet. New York.
he had the latter at all. Our author, be sought that the thesis that nature
however, without belittling the personal favors morality still holds. Is the man
SOCIETY consciousness, exalts the official con- of the Beatitudes a higher type, evolved
sciousness also. He treats the ambassa- by fuller adaptation to his environment?
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Street,
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dor from the several standpoints of

If so. then, the Christian appeal receives
It is interdenominational,
evangelical and international. It publishes tracts, pamphlets, books, his credentials, his fitness, his equipment, scientific reinforcement. The meek must
hymnals and periodicals, in many languages, dis- his loyalties, his technique, his perils
inherit the earth. (The Macmillan Comtributed through its colporteurs and other agencies.
and
his
opportunity,
each
of
which
is
so
In the Master's name it ministers to the
pany, $1.50.)
stranger, the prisoner, the sick and unfortunate, suggestive as to engage one’s interest
while serving all classes end conditions of people.
It specialises in Chr stian and Americanisation in what is said under it and to set him
literaturein about forty languages.
thinking besides. Altogether,
have
Having successfully met the tests of one hundred
B'verrthingfor Church and Sunday School
years it is now raising a Centennial Fund to meet here a balanced portrayal of ministerUte. From Factory to You. Fine catalog free.
its ever widening opportunity.
ial efficiency as confronted by the conDeMoulin Bros. & Co.
All communicationsand contributions should be
1188
South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois
ditions
and
needs
of
the
present
day.
sent to 7 West 45th Street, New York City.
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MORE BOOKS

its

med, Zoroaster and “The Jewish-Chris- ture.
This is an informing book on the
tian Bible.” An outline of each of these
scriptures is given with an excellent sources of religion and is an offset for
any ignorant and shallow view of our
appreciation of each.
own Bible. We feel, however, that the
The position of each teaching is given
writer is too cautious and gives but
and the dangers that beset all. These
faint praise to the glory and great sudangers are bibliolatry,priestly and ecperiority of the New and Old Testaclesiastical interpretation,also the auments. (The Macmillan Company.)
thority of a body of tradition which
grows up around all bibles.
The Christian Bibleiis shown to be the The Psychology of Religious Awakening.
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best of all by its historical character,
its optimism, its high ethical quality and

biographical features. He thinks our
Bible will remain and its value for the
Revaluing Scripture. By Frank Eakin, race be permanent but it will be long
D.D.
before it supersedes the others. Much
By Scripture the author means the other literature of a high order has
writings of Buddha, Confucius, Moham- diminished the influence of our Scrip-

O

__

By Elmer T.

Clark, S.T.D., LL.D.,
Assistant Secretary of the Board of
Missions of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South; Member of
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Of the Sacred Scriptures, together
with all the marvelous messages
from the Book of Books, are bein^
constantly broadcast through efforts of the American BibleSociety.
Last year over eleven million
issues of Bibles, Testaments, and

Lj

.

Portions were published and distributed throughout the world in
one hundred and sixty-six different

languages. You will want to know
more about this missionary agency.
Write for booklet **Ths What, Whtrt
and Why

of the

American Bible Society1*

American
Bible Society

•*.

\C'v

:
-

Bible House, Astor Place, NY.

the Faculty of Religious Education, George Peabody Col-

lege for Teachers.
It is

most refreshing to pick up a book

Stolen Stoeets

on the Psychology of Religion that frank-

ly proceeds on the basis of the experience of individuals as they have actually experienced their religious developments, and not as some modern psychologist, steeped in mechanistic pre-conceptions and behavioristic nonsense, determines for them what they really did
experience. Rightly or wrongly, the author of this volume takes his thousands
of respondents at their word. These are

If the meek ever really inherit the
earth they will probably employ highpowered salesmen to sell it back to us.
— Florence (Ala.) Herald.

“Have you a criminal lawyer in

this

place?” asked the stranger.

“I think we have,” came the
“But we can't prove it.”

reply.

not immature or untrained men and
women hampered by superstitions and
Visitor (speaking of little boy) : “He
prejudices, but students in 63 colleges has his mother's eyes.”
and theological seminaries located in
Mother: “And his father's mouth.”
every part of the country. It is the
Child: “And his brother’s trousers.”
The Northfield hills and wooded trails
are popular for afternoon hikes

among Camp Eendracht campers during Home and Foreign Mission Conference Weeks.

largest collection of religious experiences — Tit-Bits.

ever brought together, and points out
some very valuable lessons, especially
The great difference in rank was
for all who are interested in. the pro- shown when only six lines were devoted
cesses of religious education of the chil- to a fall from a horse by the brother
dren and youth of our land. It draws of the Prince of Wales. — J. R. Wolf,
a clear picture of the modern trends in Milwaukee Journal.
religious awakening, which shows a decided falling into the background of
“Men are more valuable than women.”
cataclysmic crises, the product of “Stern
Theology,” and the greater prevalence

of gradual awakening into

“What
“It's

spiritual price;

consciousness. This is a decided gain
for Religious Education, with its fundamental doctrine of the educability of
the child in things religious. The author, however, sounds a timely warning against the trend in modern religious education, which omits the strong
emotional currents which are ever present in all vital religion, and which gives

The

utter nonsense!” •

<

a fact. Every man has

his

but brides are given away.”—

Pathfinder.

Dealer (rushing into the newspaper
: “See here, you’ve published an
announcement of my death by mistake.
That’s got to be fixed up somehow.”

office)

Editor: “Well,

we never

contradict

anything we have published, but I’ll
tell you what I’ll do. I’ll put you in
itself largely to the technic of habit for- the births column tomorrow and give
mation, and the elaboration of systems you a fresh start.”
of morals and ethics. He is convinced
of the need of something beyond , mere

r

Remember the

Dates!

Home Week — July

5-12, 1929.

Foreign Week— July 12-20, 1929.

“character education,” namely inculcation of Religion, by which he means,
“an individual’s conscious attitude toward and relationshipwith God.” The
book will furnish much food for study
for every pastor, director of religious
education and teacher. (The Macmillan

Company,

$2.50.)
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