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State of Religion

of the phrases which have acquired a certain degree

V

of honor in our Church, as it has in others of similar
order with us, is “The State of Religion,” meaning thereby
the observation of the general trend of the work of the Lord
in the congregationswhich compose our denomination of
Christians. Just one hundred years ago, the General Synod,
meeting in New York City, listened, as it had for many
sessions before, to the report of the Committee on the State
of Religion. i A century ago the ministers who prepared the
report justified its presentation in these words, with which
the report began:

“The movements of the Church of God have a peculiar
claim on the attention of all who love our Lord Jesus Christ
in sincerity, and especially, it becomes the highest Judicatory of the Church to observe her aspect, and to endeavor
interpret the dispensationsof her Head, that measures

to

adopted which, under the Divine blessing,
her limits, and secure her prosperity.”

be

may

may

extend

any apology is needed for the annual preparation of
the Report on the State of Religion, we have it here. Through
all the years since it was first established this report has
served to show the condition of the Church, summarized by
If

competent observers, who have brought to the attention of
the delegates to Synod the outstanding events of each year,
together with such comments and suggestions as seemed wise
to offer. Without minimizing the importance of other portions of the work of the denomination it must be accepted as
a fact of fundamental importance that the maintaining of
a vital, sympathetic knowledge of the varied workings of
God in our Church is necessary to every active member. The
report becomes the barometer of spiritual weather in the
lives of the membership. Another quotation from the report of 1829 will illustrate the point of view. A century
ago, Dr. Peter Labagh, the wise chairman of the committee,
wrote:

“Our

lot is cast in an interesting period. It becomes us,

‘observers of the signs of the times/ to view the condition of the Church. The slumber of ages is broken. In a
degree hitherto unknown, the Church collectively,in her efforts to enlarge the boundaries of the Redeemer's kingdom,
to giving an impressive proof that ‘faith worketh by love/
Let us awake to a deeper sense of our responsibilities. In
our respective spheres, let us exert our influence to promote
the kingdom of our Redeemer in the world.”
It would be possible for the curious student of church history to reconstruct the growth of our Church from the yearas

which have been prepared
for successive General Synods. Making all allowance for
the individual peculiarities of the pastors who have prepared them, the total result of any conspectus would give a
fine view of the steady advance in spite of discouragements,
the dogged persistence in face of obstacles, the expanding
view of our responsibility,the increasing importance of our
ly reports on the State of Religion

objectives and the essential loyalty to the faith of the fathers

which has characterized the Reformed Church.
However, it may be best to recall all this as the time for
another General Synod draws near. Our work is becoming
so varied, our interests are becoming so diversified, our plans
are becoming so complicated that there is danger of our
neglecting a fitting consideration of what after all is the
basic bond that makes us brethren in the Lord. If we emphasize other parts of our work at the expense of the maintenance and cultivation of pure religion, sooner or later we
will totter and fall, for our foundation will be too weak for
our superstructure.
We need to be reminded once in a while that all our plans,
ambitions and hopes are to be projected only through the
continuance of the vital bond of faith in our risen Lord.
If

we hold

that faith lightly our energizing force diminishes,

and our “best laid plans” will fail. The phrase “the simple
Gospel” is often misused by good friends who hold to particular theories of religion, but nevertheless it contains the
ground of our belief in a gospel that is “easily understood,
straightforward, uncompounded.” The proclamation of such
a Gospel, through all the agencies and by all the methods
obtainable, is the supreme object of our existence, and we
must not consciously or unconsciously neglect to give it the
importance it requires.
The work of our Boards, and the results of our Funds,
important as the consideration of them necessarily must be,
nevertheless should be regarded only as vitally contributing
agencies for the preaching and acting of the Gospel, until the
Day of the Lord is fully come. It is this phase of the matter
that permits us to view with quietness the expanding perplexity of our denominationalactivities. In all our growth
we must regard our agencies as secondary to the proclamation of the Message of Jesus Christ, and therefore not necessarily permanent should any of them hinder the preaching
and the teaching of the message of salvation.
Let us receive the report for 1928-29 as another link in
the chain that binds us together as a Church, and obtain
from it the needed lessons of comfort, warning and direction
whereby we will make the coming year more effective and
conclusive in the momentous task to which we have by God's
grace been called, and then, each in his own place, obscure
or prominent, “do with our might what our hands find to do.”

'»
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I Thank Thee, Lord
I thank Thee, Lord, for

mine unanswered prayers,

Unanswered save Thy quiet, kindly “Nay,”.
Yet

it

seemed hard
,

That

among my heavy

cares

for me
That sorrow was the gift I needed most,
And in its mystic depth I learned to see
The Holy Ghost.

Thou

didst

And

secret treasuries of pain,
in the moans and groans

“Constitutional Inquiries” now prescribed by the Constitution to be made by each Classis of its respective ministers
and consistories be modified, so that these inquiries shall be
made by printed blanks submitted to the consistories of the
churches of Classis, these blanks to be returned to the
Stated Clerk of Classis prior to its spring session.

know

I wanted health; but Thou didst bid

my

29, 1929

*****

bitter day.

I wanted joy; but

The

May
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me sound

heart oft found

Thy Christ again.
I wanted wealth; ’twas not the better part.
There is a wealth with poverty oft given,
And Thou didst teach me of the gold of heart,
Best gift of heaven.

The matter of the so-called “Inadequate Religious Census/*
presented by Representative D. J. Kvale, of Minnesota, and
sponsored by the Lutheran Churches and by the Federal
Council, will be presented to General Synod for reference

and

discussion.

* * *

* .

*

All communications and items of business and Reports
should be sent to the Stated Clerk of General Synod, at

Englewood, N. J. After June 1st, communications should
be addressed to him at the Warm Friend Tavern, Holland,
Michigan.

Henry Lockwood, Stated

Clerk,

33 Ivy Avenue, Englewood, N. J.
I thank Thee, Lord, for these unanswered prayers,

And

for

Thy word, the

Twas Thy

quiet, kindly “Nay,”

withholding lightened all
That blessed day.

my

IMPORTANT NOTICE

cares

—Anon.

::

for

::

GENERAL SYNOD DELEGATES
General fspnot) of

1929

rpHE One Hundred and

Twenty-third Session of the General Synod of the Reformed Church in America will
convene in Hope Reformed Church, of Holland, Michigan,
on June 6th, 1929, at 2:30 P. M., Central Standard Time.
The Synod will be called to order by the President, Rev.
Malcolm James MacLeod, D.D., who will preside during the
afternoon session, and will preach the Synodical Sermon at
the evening session of that day.
Delegates should register at the Synod Church as soon
after arrival as possible. This is necessary and important,
since the old rule of calling the Roll has been changed.
Visitors are requested to register also.

The Permanent Clerk of General Synod, Rev. James
M. Martin, wishes to announce to the delegates to General Synod that the items in the pamphlet containing
information concerning rates at the hotels in Holland,
Mich., need some clarification.
Will delegates please note that the rates given for the
Warm Friend Tavern are for lodging only, and that
the phrase “two in a room, $4.50 and $5” means the
price of the room for two persons, or $2.25 and $2.50
.

each.

Also, the rates for Hotel Kraker and the Seminary
Dormitory are for lodging only. Under the rates for
the Hotel Kraker the phrase “two in a room, $2.50,”
etc., means $2.50 for the room, or $1.25 each person.

*****

Special matters, other than the regular business, to be
brought before the Synod are as follows:
The Report of the Special Fact-finding Commission on
Christian Union. This Report will be made at the Friday

afternoon session.
The Report of the Special Committee to prepare a Form
for the Induct'on into office of Pastor’s Assistants, Religious

Education Directors and Deaconesses. This Report will be
made at the Saturday morning session.

*****

Overtures have been received as follows:
From the Particular Synod of Albany: To consider the
advisability of insert'ng a column in our Statistical Tables,
following “Suspended,” to be entitled “Resigned,” or
“Dropped,” and, if necessary, that the Constitution be

amended

conform thereto.
From the South Classis of Long Island: That General
Synod definitely establsih the relations, powers, and privileges of the Classical Agents accredited by the Classes to
to

the several Boards of the Church. From the South Classis of Long Island: Asking General
Synod to instruct the churches to present their reports for
the calendar year, instead of the fiscal year of the Church,
as at present.
From the Classis of Bergen: That the study of Hebrew
in our Seminaries be made an elective.
From the Classis of Albany: That the r^uirement of

123rd

Holland, Michigan
SESSION OF GENERAL SYNOD
June 6, 1929

Holland

situated about thirty miles southwest of Grand
Rapids, on Black Lake which is a tributary of Lake Michiis

gan. Black Lake is surrounded by summer resorts, and cottages and homes. Besides this environment, in a radius of
ten nrles, are Macatawa, Ottawa Beach, Castle Park, and
Waukrzoo, other resorts. These places increase the summer
population some fifteen thousand, which is about the size
of Holland proper.
Holland is an industrial city, as well as a city of churche?.
There are some thirty-five different commodities made in its
limits, the leaders being furniture, furnaces, pianos, shoes,
and food products. Its population is Dutch or of Dutch
descent, and at least eighty per cent of the people own their
own homes. Naturally this condition makes the Hollanders
a contented and prosperous folk, and their city one of the
finest in the whole State. Fortunately there has been no labor
difficulties,due to the above situation, and, doubtless, to the
religious atmosphere of the whole town.
There is a business done in Holland upwards of fifty millions of dollars annually. East of the city is one of the
best agricultural sections anywhere, and truck gardening is
at its highest. Ottawa County, the seat of Holland, produced last year a business in poultry of above ten millions
of dollars. Other industries have shown steady progress

through the years.

Vol. C. No. 22. (Whole Number 6158.) Issued Weekly by the Boards of the Reformed Church
In America, 61-63 Rai road Avenue, Ridgefield Park. N. J.
Entered ms second -class matter at vhe Post Oflbe at Ridgefie'd Park, N. J., under Act (A March 8, 1879. Accepted for mailing at special rate of postage
provided for in Section 1108. Act of October 8. 1917, authorised April 28. 1924.
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But the pride of Holland is its schools and colleges and
churches. These have attracted national interest because
of their products. It was the first city of the country to
establish self-government in the local High School, a system which has been copied by many others. Of exceeding
interest to the Reformed Church in America are Hope College and the Western Theological Seminary, with their hundreds of students. It is a Church city, with over thirty
churches, representing seven denominations. Ninety per
cent of the school population are registered in the Sunday
schools of the city.
Holland is fortunate in railway transportation,being on
the main line of the Pere Marquette, running between Chicago and Grand Rapids. There is also a line of boats between Holland and Chicago. Bus lines operate in all directions, the terminus of the Safety Bus Co., running to Chicago,

Muskegon and Grand Rapids, being

I

I

in Holland.

W. N. P.

D.

“Feathered Missionaries”
Bv Rev.

J. J.

De Valois, Katpadi,

S. India

nKOBABLY

no new missionaries from America were ever
I more talked about before their arrival on the field than
the Mission’s latest recruits— a dozen Rhode Island Red and
White Leghorn “feathered missionaries.”Our Indian pastors, teacher-catechists, and village Christians were told hat
four men, each with two wives, were coming out from America to do missionary work in India with us. “Kurdathu;
Kurdathu. Sare alle. Verndaam!!!” (Don’t allow it; it’s
not right; we do not want them) was the unanimous exclamation from the worried workers. “For 75 years the missionaries have been teaching us that polygamy is sin and that it

way to hearty laughter. That changed the situation. They

should not be tolerated in the Christian

agreed that such missionaries were very necessary and most
welcome. Then the questions began to roll in. How much
would be the cost of shipping a dozen fowls 12,000 miles?
Who would feed them on the way? How could I trust
strangers to do that for me? Would they arrive alive?

can

How was

Church. How then
we receive these new missionaries if each one has two

wives?”

possible for one highly bred hen to lay over 300
two ounce eggs within a year!! Surely I must be mistaken
that roosterless hens would lay infertile eggs that even the
most orthodox, vegetarian Hindu could not take objection to.
How was it possible that baby chicks could be shipped a
thousand miles before they needed their first feed? Could
eggs be hatched in a wooden box with only a lamp? Fifty
thousand eggs in one incubator; America surely is a land of
miracles!!!
it

The fowls arrived in Madras after a 45 day trip on the
“City of Shanghai” from New York. They were in splendid
condition, none the worse for their 12,000 mile journey by

land and sea. They have been greatly admired, though some
have expressed their disappointment that the fowls were not
larger. Some thought that such wonderful chickens should
be at least three feet tall. As we daily hear them crowing
and cackling in our poultry pens, we believe that they are
worthy representatives of friends in America who made it
possible for us to import them. They speak to the ‘Indian
people in our community of the love and interest true Christians in America have in their well-being and advancement
both physically and spiritually. Even though a man may be
illiterate and have little conception of the real missionary
objective, he cannot misinterpret a message of demonstrated-^
love.

Our plan is to build up some good breeding pens and to introduce better poultry among our Christian people. Our
school boys have taken a keen interest in the poultry work.

The poultry industry
Arrival of the “Feathered Missionaries” from America

“Yes, but conditions in America are changing. The old
time missionaries came out with long beards or full mustaches. The women then wore long skirts and high-necked
blouses. You accept our present young men without even a
mustache and our American women with their bobbed hair
»nd short skirts. We must not be old fogies. We must be
progressive and keep up with the times," taunted the American

speaker.

“Yes, that

may

we

are too conservative,

accept these new missionaries if they each
have two wives. Please cable the Board not to send them,”
was the decided opinion of our Indian friends.
When finally the fact was disclosed that these new workers
were of the feathered variety, the anxiety of these men gave
but

we cannot

be true. Perhaps

in India is as yet totally undeveloped.
It could very easily be made a substantial subsidiary indus-

try to help meet the recurring weekly household expenses
of the Indian villagers.

Woman’s Board of Foreign Missions
BIRTHDAY PRAYER CALENDAR
June — Dr. Louisa Hart*
June — Miss Josephine V. Te Winkel
6

India

6

India

June 10 —
June 16 —
June 18 —
June 25—

India

*On

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss

Galen F. Scudder
Geo.

W. Laug

Taeke Bosch
Evelyn Oilmans

furlough.

•

Japan
China
Japan

II
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New

Who’s Who in the Arcot Assembly
IV. REV. ERSKINE TAVAMANI

_

May

Personnel at Gray

29,

1929

Hawk

The Women's Board of Domestic Missions has been

By Mrs. Lewis R. Scudder

TF you

were to visit the Arcot Mission, your home for a
short time would be Vellore, and on Sunday mornings
you would go to the Vellore Church for its services. Perhaps as you sat there, failing to understand the sermon in
Tamil by the preacher, you
would wonder about the man
who was preaching in such an
earnest, sincere way. Though
you failed to understand his
words, you would catch something of his earnestness
through his expression of face,
and his habit of speaking in
an easy, clear-cut flow of
words. If you could find out
something about his life you
would know that your guess
regarding his consecration to
the Master was correct.
Pastor Tavamani has been

at the Vellore Church

since

1924, where he began his

work

after serving twenty-seven
years as a professor in the
Arcot Theological Seminary.
Tavamani as a boy in Ami,
attending school, hated Christians, for he was a child of

Non-Brahmin parents. His
hatred toward them was worse than that toward outcaste
Hindus. But he found that the Christians were praying
for him, and promising him that if he became one of them
he would have the more abundant life that only Christians
have. He longed for education, for opportunity. He went
to Ranipet to be educated, and under the care of a devoted
Indian Christian and his wife, he learned more about Christ.
Then he began to suffer. His parents came and tried by
abuse and threats to make him leave Ranipet, but he chose
to remain. Instead of returning with them he went to the
Boarding School and in six months was baptized.
After his High School course, he went to the Theological
School, and because he was one who received help from the
Erskine Scholarships, took as his Christian name Erskine.
For a time he acted as Headmaster of the Walla j ah Boys'
School, and left there when he was called to be pastor of
the Katpadi Church to fill the vacancy left by the death of

Rev. Abraham William; After five years at the Katpadi
Church as its pastor, he was called to be a teacher in the
Theological Seminary, and remained there for twenty-seven
years, during which time he took on as extra work the supplying of the pulpit of the Vellore Church, when it was
without a pastor, becoming its full time pastor in 1924.
His work in the Vellore Church is not a vacation after

many years of devoted service. He has one of the largest
and most active churches in the area, with half a dozen
village congregations under his care besides. His friends
all hope that he may still give many years of service to the
work of the Kingdom, and that his children, having caught
his spirit, may also work for the Master, as he has done, and

very

fortunate in securing as the first pastor of our church in
Gray Hawk, Mr. George T. Kots, graduate of Hope College
and Western Theological Seminary, Holland, Michigan, and
the son of a minister Mr. Kots is the second member of his
family to take up home mission work with our Board, his
sister, Henrietta, being a teacher at the Winnebago Indian
Mission.

Last week Mr. Kots visited the Kentucky field and spent a
busy Sunday with Mr. DeJong, both riding over to Gray
Hawk in the afternoon, where Mr. Kots preached the sermon
and where, he says, “I found the people very cordial. The

church was crowded and the people were very attentive.”
In the evening he and Mr. DeJong rode on to McKee, and
and there he preached for the evening service.
Mr. Kots is to marry Miss Klooster within a few weeks,
and they will both arrive at Gray Hawk to take up their
work about the last of July. A cottage is now being remodeled for their home. Mr. Kots hopes to be ordained in
the little church in Gray Hawk, where he is to take up his
first pastorate, for although he is the son of a minister, he
has no real home church, his father having taken the son's
membership from one church to another as work demanded
change of field.
We are more than glad to welcome Mr. Kots as a member
of our personnel in Kentucky, and feel sure he will find in
this ministry to the mountain people a deep, enriching experience.

Our new physician at Gray Hawk is Dr. Isaac Vandermyde, a graduate of Central College and one of their best
students, graduated from Rush Medical School, Chicago, two
years ago, and just finishing his interneship at Cook County
Hospital, Chicago, where he specialized in surgery.
The hospital at Gray Hawk is being remodeled into a school,
for, with the opening of new roads, emergency and surgical

cases can be taken to the splendidly-equipped hospitals at
Berea, London and Manchester; the doctors at Berea have very
cordially offered to cooperate with Dr. Vandermyde in admitting such cases and giving him the opportunity to operate
at that hospital when necessary. There is, therefore, no
longer any need for a hospital at Gray Hawk. A new building is being erected, however, which will be the doctor's home,
and will also contain the dispensary. A visiting nurse is to
be employed to assist Dr. Vandermyde and they will not only
serve our own stations in Jackson County but will carry medical aid and instruction into the isolated mountain homes,
where through ignorance of the simplest methods of medical
treatment and physical care, there has been so much sickness
that might have been prevented.
We feel sure that there is such a great need for medical
social service work in Jackson County, that within a short
time we will find it necessary to employ a second nurse.
We feel very fortunate in having secured the services of
Dr. Vandermyde and anticipate for him not only a splendid
opportunity for practicing his profession but also the opportunity of getting close to the lives, and reaching the hearts,
of the mountain people through his medical service.
W. B. D. M.

his

continues to do with such calm faith and quiet energy.

Annual Meeting of Linden Church. — The annual congregational supper of the Linden, N. J., Church, Rev. F. A. Langwith, pastor, was held on Thursday evening, May 2nd, with
more than a hundred people present. Following the meal,
Rev. John Y. Broek, D.D., of Trinity Church, Plainfield, N. J.,
delivered an inspiring address, which was well received.
Printed financial reports were distributed, showing steady
work done during the year, including the highest amount
given for denominational benevolences in the life of the
Church. Twelve new members were received at the April

communion.

Woman’s Board of Foreign Missions
LIFE

MEMBERS

Mrs. S. R. Donaldson,

By Woman’s

Missionary Society, Pascack Reformed
Church, Park Ridge, N. J.

Mrs. William Favier,
By Ladies’ Missionary Society, South Branch, N.

J.

M'.ss Rosa McNair,

By Woman’s

Missionary Society, Addisville Reformed

Church, Richboro, Pa.
Mrs. M. Gilbert,

By Auxiliary, Second Reformed Church, Schenectady, N.Y.
Mrs. E. E. Ellerbrook,

By Board members of the Missionary Union of
mazoo

Classis.

Kala-

May

29, 1929
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nEFORE these lines can reach their more distant readers
U the ministers and elders who have been chosen to reprethe forty Classes will be assembling in Holland, Michigan. A year ago in New York City we marked the completion of three hundred years, and rejoiced in “Our Heritage of
Faith.” The fourth century of our denominational history
has begun, and the achievements of a year are to pass in
sent

review.

not the place to tell even in most summary fashion,
the story of the twelvemonth. There will be light and shade,
joy and sorrow, success and failure to be recalled as General
Synod considers the varied undertakings and interests which
make up the life of our Communion. There should be also a
brooding sense of the Divine Presence, an earnest loyalty to
the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, a humble dependence
on the guiding of the Holy Spirit. “Not by might nor by
power, but by my Spirit”; these words are as applicable to
our twentieth century as to the age of Zechariah. May the
This

is

coming General Synod in all

its de’iberations

and decisions

undergirded with the prayers of our entire fellowship, so
that all its works and all the works of our whole body may be
begun, continued and ended in God, Who has called us into
His service, and bussed us with His guidance and cheered
us with the hope of final victory in the name of Jesus Christ,
His Son, our Lord.
be

A PRAYER DURING THE SESSION
OF GENERAL SYNOD
AlmigHty God, our heavenly Father, we thank Thee
for Thy Church established in the earth, built upon

One Man for Ten Fields
Between them Rev. G. Tysse and Rev. Garret Flikkema
have been carrying on all the Classical Missionary work
in the State of Michigan since the illness and death of Dr.
De Jonge, which deprived the West of one of its missionaries. Mr. Flikkema has been busy throughout the year
in Kalamazoo, where Trinity Church, begun as a Mission
last October and organized this spring, has demanded all
his time. The actual membership of the Church, in a new
Kalamazoo suburb, is 31, but Mr. Flikkema had an attendance of 100 on the last Sunday before he reported to the
oard of Domestic Missions in April. The new congregation has a chapel, and has called Anthony Van Zante, graduating from Western Seminary this year, to be its first pastor.

Meantime Mr. Tysse has had ten country and suburban
fields under his care, more or less, all the year. This is
more than one man’s job, and it is likely that Dunningville,
one of the ten, will soon be combined with a neighboring
church under one pastor. Mr. Tysse writes with much
satisfaction of the efficient help he had had at Gibson, where
the good Sunday school superintendent, Mr. Muller, has relieved him of most of the responsibility.Rev. J. Van der
Meu en of the Western Seminary preaches at Gibson every
fortnight, but the people hold services every Sunday.
Mr Tysse has spent a good deal of time in the Muskegon
neighborhood. Jackson Street Mission is soon to be organized. in a suburb of that thriving industrial city, and the
people hope to get a church building this summer. Another
interesting development has been at Beechwood, on the north
side of Holland. A Sunday school under Mr. Tysse’s care
has grown into a mission with regular church services. The
sectional building which did good service at Home Acres,
RrP1AS’- Yas *hlfted to Beechwo°d a few months ago,
H‘ Gi ^nrk °f the Western Seminary is going to the

the foundation of apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ

Himself being the chief cornerstone. We thank Thee
for the fellowship of that body of Christians in which
H is our privilege to labor for Thee. We bless Thee
for the memories we cherish of our spiritual forefathers, who laid the foundations upon which we
build; for the institutions they established and for
the good example they left to us of faithfulness and
sacrifice. Give to us, we beseech Thee, a due sense
of Thy manifold mercies to them and to us. Make us
deeply sensible of the greatness of our privileges,the
richness of our heritage, the largeness of our oppor-

341

field

as student preacher this summer.

Resignation of Spotswood Pastor.-After a successful pas
torate of four years and a ha'f, the Classis of New Bruns
wick has approved of the application of Rev. Claude M. Sev
erance and the Consistory of the Spotswood, N. J., Churc
for a dissolution of the pastoral relationship, to take effec
on July 1st, the salary to continue until September 1st, unles
Mr Severance accepts a call to another church before tha

tunity.

Command Thy

blessing upon Thy servants gathered from widely separated portions of our own land
and from beyond the seas to deliberate concerning
the progress of Thy Kingdom. May they look to
Thee with gratitude for every success attained, for
every forward step taken, for every blessing received.
May their hearts be attentive to the still small voice
of the Spirit. May they reach out in sympathy and
affection to the outposts. May they encircle the
whole round earth with one golden chain of prayer.

We thank Thee

assurance of Thy Word that
from the rising of the sun unto the going down of the
same Thy Name shall be great among the nations.
Others dreamed of the time when the Kingdom of
Jesus Christ should reach to all the continents; may
it be ours to recognize the wide open doors which
Thy Providence has set before us, and to enter with
fulness of purpose and earnestness of effort wherever
Thou are leading the way.

We pray

Reformed Church

in

America

for the

to this gathering of Thy
over them on the journey. Guard

for all

servants. Watch

The Progress Council

who go

them from danger. Surround them with Thy love.
Sustain them by Thy Spirit. Guide them in all the
decisions that are to be made. And in and through
it all may Thy Kingdom come and Thy will be done
on earth even as in heaven. For Jesus’ sake,

BUDGET OF BENEVOLENCE
For

1928

-

1929

The Classis of Ulster
From

Church
the following amounts for the years named:
this Classis the Boards of our

1927-28
1928-29
an increase of over

- - -

$3,000, or

received

$11,803
$14,963

more than 25 per

cent.

AMEN.

The Heavenly Song. — They sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and
Marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true
tte thy ways, thou King of saints.— Revelation 15:3.

(The above sums are found by deducting from the
totals of the Tabular Statement the amounts given for
the Pension Fund Endowment and for the Centenary
Education Fund.)
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The morals of

folks are not going to “the everlasting
bow-wows” because women’s skirts are getting shorter, or
because our youth seem bent on ignoring or defying our most
cherished conventions, or because the movies and the theatres are open on Sunday and statistics in general are not
decidedly encouraging. Women have lost none of their innate modesty. The young people of this generation are as
idealistic and chivalrous as ever, as is well known to those
who are closest to them and who understand their deeper
motivations and readiness to respond to the heroic appeal.
There will come a reaction some day in favor of Sunday
as a rest-and-worship-day ; for the pendulum always swings
as far back as forward. Truth is never in permanent danger. The Bible is not likely to lose any of its value as the
rule of faith and practice. God is still on His throne.
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is this the optimism of the over-credulous.It is
not of the “Ostrich-hiding-his-head-in-the-sand-and-thinkingtherefore-that-there-is-no-danger”
type. It is not unmindful
of the fact that the Bible is being examined very critically
by its friends as well as by its enemies. These words are
written in the full realization of the hostility to the Church
which is manifest in many quarters, the difficulties which
the Church meets even in attempting to maintain itself, to
say nothing of making advances, and the vagaries of the
amusement-mad populace which goes its way to its pleasures
on the Lord’s Day, largely ignoring the claims of worship,
as well as the fact that too large a proportion of our
criminals are frequently of the tender age of adolescent
youth. All of these things are true.

*****

But they are not
serious

Che $omt

of $teto

By “Studens”

“NOT YET”
rFHE story is

told of a motorist travelling along a country

road and stopping at a cottage in a little hamlet for a
drink of water. While he was pumping his drink from the
old-fashioned well, he said to a small boy who stood watching him, “Son, have you lived all your life in this little
-*•

place?” The boy

replied,

“Not

yet.”

* * *

many suggestions in this story that it is almost impossible
not to mention some of them. Analogies leap to mind and
so

request expression. All that was lying in the boy’s mind,
of course, is not known, but it is quite evident that he expected the community would be there for him to live in, that
he would live in that community for some time at least, and
it is also fair to assume that a boy like this would be very
alive while he

was

living.

*

He was apparently look-

*****

ing toward the future with a pleasurable anticipation.

The

minister, the Church, church workers and everybody

Kingdom of God have
reason to view the future with optimism and hope. The
minister still has a place in the eternal scheme of things.
The prophet is not on the point of being bowed off the stage.
The Church is not defunct or even moribund, though freethinkers societies and “cute” columnists lie awake nights to
formulate striking paragraphs to lead the unwary into the
opposite view. Religion is still man’s choicest heritage and
one of his most prominent characteristics. The forms in
else interested in the progress of the

which he expresses his religious experiences vary with the
ages, and may be very different in the future from what
•

they are today, but religious he mil be.

He

cannot help

it.

and
can

be found in any age or anywhere than those enrolled in our
colleges and universities. True, again, there are radicals,
“reds,” communists, etc., among them. And unfortunately
these get the greater publicity. But the great mass of them
are still of as fine a grain and moved by as lofty motives
and ideals as ever in the history of education. Unfortunately, conventional activity does not reach the front page of
the newspapers. The drinking of a small percentage of
students is heralded far and wide. But the fact remains,
according to student testimony, that not more than fifteen
per cent of students drink, and most of those to only a
slight degree. But it seems to be the rule of journalism to
record the unusual, the outre and the evil, — the commonplace, ordinary, or customary, being apparently without interest.

*

Those who have made a study of the art of story-telling
would have us believe that to be most effective the story
should be allowed to point its own moral without actual
statement thereof by the narrator. Nevertheless, there are

much

truth. There are other
considerations. No finer body of young people
all the

*

* •

* *

*

But it may be well to remember that the universe is not
run in the interest or on the plan of the unusual and the
extraordinary. It is the ordinary and the regular that rule
in God’s place. A learned professor of astronomy has decided that the world wobbles a little in its rotation on its
axis and is not perfectly accurate in its timing of its revolutions. But he has also discovered that the variations of
its timings are a very small part of a second in the course
of a year. So we can rest content, assured that ,the earth
is going to continue to do the ordinary thing which God
intended it to do. The sun does not take notions and rise
a half hour late or early as its whim may be. Should it
do so, that would be news, according to the definition of
that commodity. But it does not. It does the ordinary, the
usual, the accustomed. The balance of the universe depends
. upon the certainty of this regularity.

*****

So with life and character. The unusual, the extraordinary, the bizarre may have their uses, but those uses are certainly not the great bases upon which God intends life to
be built. They are not the tools with which the elements of
a great character are forged. Great personalities are partly bom, but largely made in the atmosphere of the usual,
the ordinary and the regular. Centuries ago one wrote of
this process as that of “Line upon line, line upon line, precept upon precept, precept upon precept; here a little, there

a

little.”
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<&ut Cbutth at iHBorb
hvolution of a California Church. — The Clearwater-Hynes
Church, of Hynes, California, was organized early in 1926,
with 17 lamilies. On March 1st of that year, the present
pastor, Rev. Marinus Cook, assumed charge. At the beginning all the services were conducted in the Dutch language,
but, although there was no immediate need of services in
English, the congregation, looking into the future, decided in
November of 1926 to change the evening services into English speaking ones. To start the work the Board of Domestic
Missions supplied $1,500 toward the salary of the minister
for the first year. This amount was decreased to $1,000 in
the second year. For the third year the church asked $500,
and in April of this year the young Church decided to become self-supporting. In 1926 a church building was erected,
financed entirely with local funds, and in 1928 a pipe organ
was installed and paid for. The Church has moved onward
with rapid strides, not only financially,but a’so numerically,
for from a congregation of only 17 families in 1926 it has
grown to 97 families at the time the Classical report was
sent in. As there is much work to be done in the neighborhood. the Church has requested Classis to send a Classical
Missionary into the field with the organization, of another
southern California Church in view.

Change of Missionary’s Address. — Correspondence for Miss
Harriet M. Lansing, of our Japan Mission, now on furlough,
should hereafter be addressed to her at 9119 120th street,
Richmond Hill, Long Island, N. Y. She is now making her
home with her sister at that address.
Pastor’s Mother Dies. — Mrs. Mary H. S. Neander, mother
of Rev. John Neander, pastor of the Saugerties, N .Y. Church,
died at her home in Albany on Saturday morning, May 11th.
She is survived by a daughter and two sons. Funeral services
were held at her home on Monday afternoon, May 13th.

A Prosperous Year at

Freehold. — The Second Church of
Freehold, N. J., Rev. William Louis Sahler, pastor, spent more
money during the past year than in any previous fiscal year
in its history, and gave away almost as much as it ever has
done for benevolent work. The new Bible school building is
being greatly used. Mr. George B. Conover, who has been
superintendentof the Bible school for nineteen years, has declined reappointment, and has been elected Superintendent

emeritus. Mr. Peter Kolb, who has been Assistant Superintendent for some years, was promoted by the vote of the
teachers, to the office of Superintendent.Several illustrated
le:tures were recently given in the church. Mr. Samuel Hanson secured the motion pictures of the Arabian Mission, and
showed them; one was given on the American Indians, and
one on the Reformed ^Church and the Negro. To this lecture
invitations were given to the Negro churches in the town, and
about twenty members attended. The Consistory is putting
thought upon a summer Bible school, which is planned to run
for five weeks. The pastor is asking fifteen people to drive
cars five days in order to transport the children to the school.
This is one way of consecrating cars to the Master’s service.

Paterson Pastor Gets Leave of Absence.— Rev. Henry P.
Schuurman, pastor of the Sixth Church, of Paterson, N. J.,
has been granted a leave of absence for three months to regain his health after

a serious illness. He

will rest in his

summer home at Manistee, Michigan.

New

Pastor for Lincoln Park Church.— The Church at LinPark, N. J., expects to call Mr. Gerard C. Pool, a son of
Rev. William Pool, of Midland Park, N. J., as soon as General
Synod grants a dispensation permitting his examination.
Mr. Pool is a graduate of Princeton Seminary. During the
vacancy of six months the Lincoln Park Church has been
very active. A metal ceiling has been placed in the church,
the interior has been decorated and a new carpet has been
put on the floor. A united people is hopefully facing the
coln

future.

Mothers’ Day at Kew Gardens.— Mothers’ Day was fittingly
observed at the morning service of Sunday, May 12th, in the
Kew Gardens Church on Long Island, N. Y. A pair of silver
flower vases was presented by Mr. and Mrs. Edwin J. Taylor
Handsome flower decorations were provided as memorials to
their mothers by the Misses Helen and Jane Stone and Mrs.
Laura Schneider; also by Mrs. Paul Hofer and Miss Louise
Meeks in memory of their grandmother, Mrs. Elizabeth
Thurber.

West Berne Church. — A large audience enjoyed an inspiring and impressive Mothers’ Day Service, held
io+u
^erne> N. Y., Church on Sunday morning, May
12th, with Rev. Donald Boyce in charge. The Girls’ Glee
Club of the community manifested its interest with flowers
for the mothers present. Everybody seemed in harmony,
and those present could not help feeling that God was blessing the efforts of this “Little old Church in the Wildwood.”
A new pastor is expected to begin work in June, and big
Mothers Da^

at

6
,

things are looked for.

. Garble Church Men’s League Election. — The annual meeting of the Men’s League of the Marble Collegiate Church of
New York City was held on Monday evening, May 13th. The
e ection of officers resulted in the choice of Mr. Charles Lee
for President, Mr. Arthur J. Walscheid for Vice President,
Mr. Milton D. Ketchum, Treasurer, Mr. C. Frederick Mershon,
Secretary. A vote of thanks was given to the retiring officers.
Mr. James A. Dillingham, principal of the Elmhurst High
School, has served the League faithfully and well for the
last two years as Pres’dent. At the close of the business Rev.
Edward Eells, pastor and author, (otherwise known as the
“Cheer-up Man,”) delighted the audience with his talk, and
sent them home to spread the gospel of good cheer.
Philadelphia Churches Have Missionary Treat. — On Tuesday evening. May 7th, the Reformed churches of Philadelphia,
Penna., had a rare missionary treat. The Kings’ Daughters
Circle of Talmage Memorial Church sponsored the showing of
the motion pictures on Arabia. Dr. Mylrea delivered the lecture to an intensely interested audience, and Mrs. Mylrea
also made an earnest appeal for the support of the Master’s
cause in the lands of Islam. The wife of the pastor of Talmage Memorial, Mrs. M. G. Gosselink, presided, and presented the speakers.

Honor to Philadelphia Pastor. — Rev. M. G. Gosselink, pastor of Talmage Memorial Church, of Philadelphia, Penna., has
been elected to the Board of Directors of the Philadelphia
Federation of Churches. The Federation aims to be the voice
of Protestantism in the City of Brotherly Love, and offers a
united front in the battle for civic righteousness.It also
seeks to provide spiritual advantages for every section of the
city.

Mothers’ Day at Asbsry Park Church. — The Gleaners’ Society of the Asbury Park, N. J., Church began to celebrate
Mothers’ Day on Friday, May 9th. At that time about seventy mothers and daughters sat down to a supper provided
by the Gleaners, but served by the Consistory men of the
Church. Miss Evelyn Willman, President of the Gleaners,
presided. After the supper several ladies read essays on
some “Mothers of the Bible.” Then Miss Mae Rawson, a
daughter of the Church who has risen high in the business
world, spoke on “The Daughter in Business.” She was followed by Mrs. Edgar F. Romig, whose words of instruction
and inspiration sank deep into the hearts of her hearers. The
pastor. Rev. Otto L. F. Mohn, then gave words of cheer and
encouragement, and the evening closed with the company
standing in a circle, clasping hands with each other, while
offering silent prayer for those on each side. On Sunday,
May 12th, in a beautifully decorated church, to a full audience, Mr. Mohn preached from the text, “Forsake not the law
of thy mother,”
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The Classis voted to have a special meeting on Wednesday,

Meetings of the Classes

May

Passaic met in the First Holland Church, of Passaic, N. J.,
on Tuesday, April 16th. Rev. Richard E. Shields, of Mountain Lakes, became President, and Rev. A. W. De Jonge, of
the First Holland Church of Paterson, Temporary Clerk.
Forty delegates were present. Rev. Simon Blocker preached
the sermon. Dr. F. M. Potter, of the Foreign Board, addressed the Classis in behalf of all the Boards of the Church.
Rev. Henry P. Schuurman could not be present on account
of serious illness, and will be compelled to take a long rest.
Rev. Moses Klerekoper, a Christian Jew, and an ordained
Presbyterian minister, addressed the Classis in regard to
work among the Jews within the bounds of Passaic Classis.
A committee of inquiry will investigate and report to Classis
on June 17th as to the feasibility of such work, and how it
should be done.
A minister and a minister’s widow were recommended to
the Disabled Ministers’ Fund. The oldest Church in the
Classis reported that a branch was beginning to grow, which
it was hoped before long would become another Church of
Passaic Classis.
Twice during the year the Classis has been called upon to
mourn the loss of a faithful minister. The first was Rev.
Nicholas Burggraaff, who died at Grand Rapids, Mich., at
whose funeral only one of the Classis could be present. The
second was Rev. Theodore Hageman, who died in the midst of
his flock, at whose funeral service, on a Sunday afternoon,
nearly half of the pastors were present.
All of the Boards and Funds were recommended to the liberality of the churches. Especially great stress was laid
upon the Centenary Endowment Fund of the Board of Education for the two denominational colleges.
The ladies of the entertaining Church had provided a generous, appetising repast, which showed that the daughters of
the newer Dutch Immigration had not lost the art of cooking,
and may be a good reason for the sound home-life and church
attendance of the fathers and sons in their great Church.

John Sietsema, S.

fitlb

C.

Rochester met at the Church of Interlaken, N. Y., on Tuesday, April 9th. Rev. I. Scherpenisse opened the meeting with
prayer. Rev. R. Van Farowe became President, and Rev. J.
P. Winter, Temporary Clerk. Rev. J. Van Dyke signed the

Formula.
Rev. Richard J. Blocker was appointed Supervisor of the
vacant Buffalo Church. The committee appointed to consider
the request of the Church for the authority of the Classis to
change the method of nominating members of the Consistory
reported unfavorably on such request.
Agents to the several Boards were appointed, as follows:
Foreign Missions, G. Hondelink; Domestic Missions, Rev. B.
De Young; Education, Rev. R. J. Van Farowe; Ministers’
Fund, Elder A. J. Hartsen; Publication, Rev. A. J. Te Paske;
Public Morals, Rev. Dave Bogard.
The Committee on Foreign Missions urged that in harmony
with the Agent’s report of the great need of workers on the
foreign field, and the fact that gifts have not been commensurate with the needs, we endeavor to create a deeper interest
in the work of Missions, give more generously, and pray for
the work. The Mission Fest will be held at Williamson, and
will be in charge of Rev. R. J. Van Farowe, Rev. M. E. Koster,
and Elder John Hartsen.
The Committee on Domestic Missions urged interest in the
work and generous support for the various activities carried
on by the Board.

The Committee on Education recommended that every
Church should contribute to the work of the Board and the
giving of a gift to the Centenary Endowment Fund, and that
Sunday, May 5, be observed as Vocation Sunday.
All the churches which made a pledge to the Ministerial
Pension Fund are asked to fulfill their promise as soon as
possible. Churches are especially asked to contribute liberally
to the support of the Disabled Ministers’ Fund, that those
needing aid and not being eligible to help from the Pension
Fund may be amply aided.
The Committee on Publication recommended that every
Church lay fresh stress on the training of the youth of the
Church, that all churches contribute their share to the support of the work of the Board, and that young people be
prged to attend some summer conference.

22nd, for the examination of Mr. N. Bruinix for licensure.
It was also voted to accept the invitation of the First Church
of Marion to meet with it at the fall session.
The committee appointed to superintend the disbanding of
the First Church of Cleveland, Ohio, reported that it hoped
to have its work completed in the near future, having taken
a!l necessary steps required by law.

The Classis reports 1,678 families; 138 received on

con-

fession of faith and 65 by letter; 54 were dismissed and 61
died; total communicants, 3,364; 63 infants and 32 adults were

baptized; 3,396 are enrolled in the Sunday schools; $20,203
contributed for denominational purposes; $3,931 for other
purposes; and $69,561 for congregational purposes.

Henry E. Tellman,

S. C.

Orange. The

Classis of Orange met in regular Spring
session on Tuesday, April 16th, at 11 A. M., in the church at
Cuddebackville,N. Y. In spite of adverse weather conditions,
— high wind, rain and sleet, — only five churches, and they the
more distant ones, were without representation. The retiring
President, Rev. Miner Stegenga, called the meeting to order,
and opening prayer was offered by Rev. Peter Crispell.
Rev. Walter E. Roughgarden succeeded to the presidency,
and Rev. Martin F. Luther became Temporary Clerk.
Routine matters of business, — the appointment of Standing
Committees; the election of Delegates to General and Par-

Synod; members of the Board of Examiners;
Classical Agents, — were disposed of with promptness
ticular

and
and

dispatch.

The request from one Church for supplement to the pastor’s salary from the Board of Domestic Missions; the request for aid from the Board of Education by a student in
Rutgers College; and four applications to the Ministers’
Fund were approved.
At his own request, the Rev. George M. Heroy was dismissed to the Classis of Poughkeepsie.
In order to assure more time and better facilitate the
business of Classis, the hour of convening was changed from
eleven to ten o’clock in the morning.
A devotional service was held in the afternoon, immediately
following the luncheon. Rev. M. Seymour Purdy presided.
The speakers were: Rev. Pietro S. Moncada; Rev. Martin F.
Luther; Rev. Edward B. Irish; and Elder Philips, of the
Deerpark Church.
The retiring President, Rev. Miner Stegenga, as Chairman
of the Committee on the State of Religion, presented hi*
report, which was most revealing and challenging in its
statement of facts in comparison with the previous year.
In every column, except two, the total was less than that for
1928. To bring one additional member into the Church required the efforts of 34 members and $728 of congregational
expense. On the basis of present statistics, each member of
the Church contributed $3.10 for the larger work of the kingdom during a whole year (Jesus gave His life for the same
cause). But wc are convinced that abundant work is before
us. Loving the Kingdom of God sufficiently, working with
all our might for the greatest cause in all the world, praying
to the Father of us all with sacrificial and consecrated devotion we dare to face the future in the Classis of Orange.
The efforts of the Board of Education to raise its Centenary
Endowment Fund were urgently presented by Rev. Wm. E.
Phifer, Chairman of the Committee on Education. Every
congregation ought to realize the basic character of the work
done by the Board of Education and make some contribution
to that part of the Kingdom program. Ignorance of its work
or indifference to it is lamentable. Classis was reminded of
the far-reaching opportunities for service to the Church on
the part of the Board of Education, and the fact that it has
general supervision in the field of Christian education. Thus
far the response of Classis to the Endowment Fund has not
been at all general or generous. Of twenty-three churches,
nine have contributed, with a total contribution of $292.62.
Every church and Sunday school is therefore urged to contribute something toward the Fund, and the ministers especially urged to promote the securing of this Centenary En-

dowment Fund.
In order that the work of the Progress Council might be
stimulated and brought effectively to the notice of our congregations, it was resolved that a Classical Rally be held on
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Friday, June 28th, at Montgomery, N. Y. Plans lor the
occasion are to be developed by the Progress Council Committee of the Classis.
• The warm hospitality of the Cuddebackville Church, and
especially the bountiful and excellent repast provided by the
ladies, was appreciatively recognized by Classis with a
hearty vote of thanks.
Classis adjourned, with prayer, by Rev. M. N. Kalemjian,
to meet in regular Fall session in the Church at Callicoon
Center, N. Y.
George W. Turner, S. C.

Rensselaer met in regular session on Tuesday, April 16th,
at 10 A. M., in the Schodack Landing, N. Y., Church. The
session was called to order and opened with prayer by Rev.
W. H. Dickens, the retiring President. Rev. E. A. McCallum, D.D., succeeded to the presidency. Rev. H. C. More-

house became Vice President.
Rev. James S. Kittell, D.D., represented the Boards, giving an interesting presentation of the work and needs of our
denomination, and stressing special needs. Two young men,
Philip A. Engel and William Morehouse, were received under
the care of the Classis, and recommended to the Board of
Education for aid in preparing for the gospel ministry.
The Constitutional Questions were asked and answered
in a satisfactory manner. The Classis accepted the invitation of the Blooming Grove Church to hold its Fifth Annual Men's Classical Supper in that church. Rev. H. C.
Morehouse, pastor of the Church, became Chairman of the
committee on arrangements.
The retiring President, Rev. W. H. Dickens, rendered the
report on the State of Religion in the Classis. Quoting the
closing words of the report, “Taking the reported activities,
gains and losses, as a whole, the survey is very encouraging indeed, showing a real healthy condition, and that the
Lord is with us and the Holy Spirit is working in our midst.
Every Church in our Classis reports accessions on Confession of Faith, most of our Churches report Adult Baptisms.
These
items, together with our contributions for denominational purposes, give us a fair index of our loyalty
to Christ and His Church. In closing we would stress the
importance of the evangelical spirit, so manifest during the
past year, and urge that it be continued through the coming year. Let us remember that our Lord’s promise, to endow with power from on high, is for the disciples of today
who will tarry in the TJpper Room.'”
Resolutions were passed congratulating Rev. C. P. Ditmars
for his forty years of faithful and efficient service as Stated
Clerk and Treasurer of the Particular Synod of Albany.
Suitable resolutions were drafted with reference to the
passing into the Life Beyond of Rev. Joseph Perry Beaver.
Rev. H. C. Morehouse and Rev. A. B. W. Smith thanked
the ladies of the Schodack Landing Church for their kindness and services, and Classis adjourned with prayer by Dr.
McCallum, to meet in the Stuyvesant Reformed Church the
first Tuesday in October.
A. B. W. Smith, S. C.

Mo

New Brunswick. A special meeting of the Classis of New
Brunswick was held in the chapel of the First Church of
New Brunswick, N. J., on Friday, May 17th, at 2 P. M.
Rev. H. K. Hotaling, the President, presided and offered
prayer. Ten ministers and four elders were present.
Mr. Perry Van Dyke, a recent graduate of the

New Bruns-

wick Seminary, appeared and requested examination for
licensure. Mr. Van Dyke is now a member of the First
Church of New Brunswick, but when he began his theological studies he was a member of a Church in the Classis of
Pella. According to the Constitution, therefore, (Article II,
Section 9,) he should be examined by that Classis. But a
letter was read from the Stated Clerk of the Classis of
Pella, asking the Classis of New Brunswick to examine him
for that body. Mr. Van Dyke was therefore examined, and
passed a very creditable examination indeed. A statement
regarding his examination was put in his hands, stating that
he was licensed by the Classis of New Brunswick. He will
present this to the Classis of Orange, within whose bounds

345

M**ian fitit

he is to become a pastor, in order that they may proceed
to examine him for ordination, but the ordination must await
his dismissal from the Classis of Pella.
Pastoral relations between Rev. Claude M. Severance and
the Church of Spotswood, N. J., were dissolved, to take effect on July 1st. For five years Mr. Severance has done
good work there, and the Classis yielded to his request with
deep regret.
Several other matters of interest and local importance
were discussed. The session closed with prayer by Rev.
Frederick Zimmerman.
Charles E. Corwin, S. C.
Poughkeepsie. A special meeting of the Classis of Poughkeepsie was held in St. John’s Reformed Church, Upper Red
Hook, N. Y., on Thursday afternoon, May 9th, at 2:30 o’clock,
Standard Time, for the purpose of receiving Rev. George
M. Heroy from the Classis of Orange and arranging for
his installation as pastor of St. John’s Church.
Mr. Heroy was received from the Classis of Orange, and
signed the Formula. The following program for his installation as pastor was then carried out: The President of
Classis, Rev. Leonard Appeldoorn, presided, and read the
Form; the sermon was preached by Rev. J. Addison Jones,
D.D.; the charge to the minister was given by the President of Classis, and that to the people by Rev. William
Bancroft Hill, D.D. The local Methodist and Episcopal
ministers participated in the service. Music was rendered
by the church choir. At the close of the service a reception
was held for Rev. and Mrs. Heroy.
J. Addison Jones, S. C.

Death of Rev. A. A. Pfanstiehl
Information has recently come to the Editor to the effect
that Rev. Albert A. Pfanstiehl died nearly a year ago, at
Highland Park. 111. He will be remembered by pastors living in the vicinity of New York, where he resided for a number of years prior to his removal to Europe. Much of his
pastoral labor was done outside of .the Reformed Church, although he was a graduate of Hope College and the Western
Seminary. His recent charges were chiefly temporary ones,
where he acted as stated supply during vacancies. However,
his interest in his work was such that in several instances
he remained for considerable periods caring for the pastoral
work. Thus, he was at the Second Somerville, N. J., Church
for nearly four years, and after an interval he was at the
First Bayonne Church. Then for several years he was in
some Presbyterian work and in 1921 he supplied Elmendorf
Chapel of the Harlem Church, New York.
It is perhaps six or seven years since he went to Holland,
where he had been a number of times, studying historical
origins for his lectures. While in the Netherlands he became
interested in a plan to colonise high grade Holland farmers
in the Southern States, and returned to America in order to
foster the project. The adoption of the Alien Quota law,
however, compelled the abandonment of the scheme, and he
returned to Europe with the expectation of remaining there
permanently. He took his demit from the Classis of New
York to the Classis of Amsterdam. But ill health came on
him, and he returned to Chicago, where his son resides, and
returned the demit to the Classis of New York, receiving one
dismissing him to the Presbytery of Chicago. This he presented and was enrolled there. His name appears in the
Minutes of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., for 1927 and
1928.

Information concerning his death came from inquiries addressed to his son, from which it appears that he was taken
seriously ill in the spring of 1928, and after a trying illness
of three months he passed away on July 8th, 1928, at Highland Park, Chicago, 111.
Mr. Pfanstiehl was a scholarly man, possessed of a fund
of diversifiedinformation, which he used in his lectures. He
was especially interested in the traces of the early Congregationalists in Holland, and at one time planned a book on
his discoveries. He was a charming conversationalist, and
a good preacher. Although he left the First Bayonne Church
twelve years ago, people there still recall his personality with
pleasure.
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Installation at

Hawthorne, N.

J.

On Monday, March

13th, the Classis of Paramus conducted a beautiful service of installation in the First Church
of Hawthorne, when Rev. John S. Moore was inducted into
the office of pastor.

May

flliitm fitlb

29,
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children, superintending the Sunday school, calling on the
sick, and with another elder calling on every family of the

Church at least once a year, besides looking up prospective
members and families.
In grateful memory the Church on May 8th unveiled a
bronze tablet to Elder Fylstra’s memory. During the forty
years since he gathered the flock the Church has seen great
changes. Then it was a small beginning in the Holland language, while now nearly 200 greet the pastor every Sunday
morning, who are ministered to in English. The afternoon
service is still in the Dutch language. Forty years ago the
Church was too poor and too small to call a pastor. Now the
contributions average $50 per
poses.

member every year

for all pur-

'

Folk Songs at Ferris Seminary
“In the darkest meanest things,
There alway, alway something sings.”

couM always

“I wish I

find the music in everything, wher-

it” So w'rites a post graduate of Ferris
“What Folk Songs Have Meant to Me.” Since

ever I go, and live

Seminary in

September last the c’ass of eight has been studying folk
songs of all ntions. We believe this is one of the ways to a
better understanding cf the experiences and emotions common to all mankind. World Friendship was the dominant
note in our Christmas program also. It is evident in the
following paper that a love has been awakened for countries
hitherto known only by nrme. — Florence M. Buss.

The

service began with a processional

from

the chapel led

by a large vested choir, followed by the ministers who were
to take part in the service and the members of the Classis.
A large audience completely filled the building.
Rev. George G. Heneveld, of Wyckoff, N. J., presided and
read the Form. Prayers were offered by Rev. Francis Fenn,

of Wortendyke, and Rev.

Wm. E.

Simpson, of Ramapo
Church. The Scripture lesson was read by Rev. George
DeWitt, of Pompton Lakes. |Rev. Daniel A. Poling, D.D.,
of the Marble Collegiate Church, New York, delivered the
sermon. The charge to the pastor was given by Rev. E. G.

D.D., of Knox Memorial Collegiate Chapel, New
York. The charge to the people was given by Rev. E. B. Van
Arsdale, of North Hawthorne.
Appropriate music was rendered by the well-trained choir,
under the leadership of Mr. F. J. Westervelt, 'Organist and
choir master, assisted by Mrs. T. S. Barker, soprano, and
Mr. Theodore S. Barker, baritone. . At the conclusion of the
service, Mr. Moore pronounced the benediction, and thus
was inaugurated a new ministry, from which all rightly
expect much.

W. Meury,

Before going to Hawthorne Mr. Moore was minister of the
Elmendorf Chapel of the Harlem Church of New York City
for six years. -

Bronze Tablet Unveiled in

Little Falls

Church
The Second Church of Little Falls, N. J., Rev. John Sietsema, pastor, had a unique service on Wednesday evening,
May 8th, which was the anniversary of the death of Elder
Nicholas G. Fylstra, who served thirty-seven years in the
Consistory and had been truly a[ pillar of the Church.
For two years before the beginning of the Church he conducted services that led to its organization, and for eleven
years afterwards, until the settlement of a pastor, he conducted at least one service each week, besides catechising the

“The study of folk songs gave me a new idea about songs.
I used to think that songs must be composed by accomplished
musicians. Now I know that original songs are found among
undeveloped people who have had no education or culture;
their songs are the basis of all classical and modern music.
Folk songs are very simple yet they express feeling very
well. I think that is because they are the pure expression
of men's emotions. If songs were taken away, how could
happiness, sadness and loneliness be expressed? Without
songs how vacant our lives would be! Suppose we had no
hymns in the morning, — our chapel service would be lifeless
and would give us no satisfaction. It is very interesting to
know that some kind of music existed in all parts of the
world, but unknown to each other. This proves that it is the
nature of man to love music, and they cannot help making
sounds to express it.
“Since studying folk songs I connect these three things
in my thought: Nature, men and songs. Nature is the fountain of the elements of music; men are inspired by these,
and songs are the result.
“A folk song is really a picture of the life of the people.
Each one we have learned gave me a special impression, a
beauty of its own, just as when we see pictures of different
countries we find something peculiar to each. I have never
been in England, Scotland, Ireland, the Scandinavian countries Russia, France or Spain, but now they all are clearly
p:ctu^ed in my imagination. My 'pictures may be quite different

from

the real place, but I do not

mind

it.

a land of blue skies and white clouds, sunbeams dancing around a pretty maid sitting on the bank of
“Scotland, —

a stream where yellow flowers peep from the grass. A harp
in her hand, but she is not playing. I don't know what she
is thinking, but I just need her in my picture.
“As I think of Ireland, I see gay young people dancing on
the green at sunset. And after a while sweet voices singing The Last Rose of Summer.' The expression ‘Smiles
and tears are close together' in the Irish song study im-

pressed

me. I somehow understand that

“Sweden

me

feeling.

a picture of mountains, pasture lands
and cottages from whose windows are heard sweet melodies.
If I were asked to represent Polish music by a flower, I
should name the violet, because the flower, like Polish music,
is so graceful. I studied about Polish history in Sixth
year, yet I remember very little. Now it has become one
to

is

of the most important countries to

me

because there Chopin

and Paderewski were born. The Spring Song by Chopin
me represents pure love.

to

May

29,

“When

1929
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I think of Russia I think of her musicians rather

than the music of the country. I have read their lives, and
Russian musicians seem to belong to the world and not only
to Russia.

“The Spanish dance song we studied paints a

simple,

pretty picture, quite contrary to my former unfavorable
impression of flashy Spain. Now I have an impression of
a grove where flows a sweet mingling of melody and fragrance and merry sound of castanets.
“The true lovers of music are the gypsies, the romantic
people of Bohemia, Roumania and Hungary. They love all
out-of-doors. Indeed nature is the crony of these people
and they never worry and have no trouble in the world.
Their life is music itself. I used to think Gypsies were
very bad people, but now I envy them their freedom and
perfect rhythm and happiness.
“Without rhythm it is not music, only noise. So in our
lives, if we spend our lives with a certain rhythm, we shall
be happy and moreover we shall be nobler and more useful.
There is always music everywhere only we do not always

hear it. I was glad the day we heard the ‘New World
Symphony’ on the Victrola. The day was very cold, and
a great noise came from the hammering in the new buildings. At first I felt very uncomfortable, but that did not
matter afterwards when I got myself among the American
Indians in the mtisic. I saw a new, interesting picture.
Then in the Allegro and Scherzando a picture of dancing
Negroes. The Adagio and Largo — I cannot express — I would
simply say it touched the very point of my heart. Again I
felt that all human beings are the same in feeling. Even
though this symphony was composed years ago in a far country, it inspired a girl in the bare music room of Ferris Seminary. I had a feeling of sadness, but not tragedy.
“So the whole study has been an inspir**'— it was not
only a study of singing, but I have gaiaatf ^aaething in
spirit. Now as I am leaving school, I long to continue the
singing class, but that is impossible. I will try to study
by myself and never lose what I have gained.”

>

_

»

The Girls’ Glee Club took a short trip to Kalamazoo, Decatur, Three Oaks and Chicago, giving very satisfactory programs in all places. They gave three programs in Chicago,
at Chicago First Reformed Church, Roseland First Reformed
Church and the Englewood Christian High School.
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At a meeting of the Particular Synod of New York in
Newburgh, on May 7th, resolutions were adopted pledging

AS

1

the Synod to the support of the Constitution, and particularly

(l

48

Amendment. The resolutions were recorded
May 22nd, page 330. A copy was sent

Ohio.

SOLUTION TO LADDER-GRAMS APPEARING

Synod’s Action

the Eighteenth

American

Zyl attended the 77th meeting of the

Chemical Society at Columbus,

President Hoover Endorses Particular

to
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to President Hoover, and the following acknowledgment has
been received by Rev. 0. M. Voorhees, D.D., President of the

55

52

22

26

iH

in full in the issue of

I

46

I

50

54

55

56

Synod:

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

HORIZONTAL.

May

18, 1929

My Dear

Dr. Voorhees:
The President has received your letter of May
15th. embodying a resolution adopted by your Synod,
and read it with deep appreciation. He is heartened
and gratified by this expression of assurance and
support.

Lawrence Richey,

Secretary.

Hope College Notes
The Raven

Oratorical Contest took place on Wednesday

evening, May 15th. The winner was Mr. Paul Brower, of
Grand Rapids, a member of the Sophomore class. His subject was “America Grown Up.” Arthur Oudemool took sec-

ond place.
Mr. Adrian Kuyper, a member of the Senior class, has been
awarded a chemistry assistantshipin the University of Iowa.
This is the fourth Senior to receive a chemistry assistantship
this year. Dr. G. Van Zyl is in charge of the Chemistry department.

On May 8th Mrs. Durfee served

tea to the Girls’ Glee Club
and the Girl Orators at Voorhees Hall.

r

55.
56.

1. Barely.

7.
13.
14.
15.
16.
18.
19.
21.
22.
23.
25.
26.
27.
29.
31.
32.
33.
36.
39.
40.
42.
43.
44.
46.
47.
48.

Adhere closely.
A free negro living in the mountains of Guiana.
Grated harshly.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
17.

Greek letter.
Goddess of mischief.
Gravity.

Thus.

Was carried.
Nephew of Abram.
Step.

Cry whiningly.
Graded.

A

food.

Fabled bird.
Pen.
Enlist

Top

lines of

Poses.
constellation.

"Let it stand."
Those in office.
Bond-servant

Drew out.

36. Conservers.

Self.

Football position. (Abbr.)

Spirituous liquors in which a
bitter herb is steeped.
50. American League. (Abbr.)
51. One of the tribe of Israel dedicated to the temple service.
63. Famous marble bridge over
Grand Canal in Venice.

37. Connected. (Music.)
38. Stole.
41. Rodent.
44. Situation.
45.
great lake.
48. Small portion.
49. One-twelfth of a whiba.
52.
54. Place of the
(Abbr.)

A

Six.

Street

.

Seal

....

BOARD OF EDUCATION,
25 East 22nd

embankments.

Interweave.
Superlative suffix.
Associated Press. (Abbr.)
City of canals.

24. Smooths.
26. Supports.
28. Stop.
30. Open.
33. A kind of silk.
34. Having rings.
35. Seasoned with salt.

Leaves of a palm tree.
Division of a calyx.

A

A small portion.
Land measure.

River. (Spanish.)
20. Publishers.
22. Fill to repletion.

decade.

Hawaiian

VERTICAL.
2.

Printer's half-measure.

Division of the year.

JU Daubs.
' 3.

Accurate.

Prepared for publication.

R. C. A.

New York

City
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have made a noticeable difference in
the work done by the Ministers’ Fund

No

one recalled when any larger group of attendants was
recorded. At all the meetings the number present exceeded
any previous memory. The Alumni Association,in Hertzog
Hall, filled the spacious chapel on the second floor, Kirkpatrick Chapel was almost full to capacity, and the Luncheon
in Winants Hall was attended by over 160 men, a total which
is fifteen more than last year, which established a record with

:

The Alumni Association meeting was called to order by the
President, Rev. Anthony Luidens, at 10:30 A. M. for the
transaction of the usual business. Minutes, and the report
of the Treasurer, were read and accepted. The report of
the Treasurer of the Alumni Fund, Rev. Frederick Zimmerman, revealed the fact that the Fund now amounts to $12,000,
and it was suggested that it be closed, while the Alumni begin some other project. A committee was appointed to re-

Revs. Henry W. Brink and Charles G. Mallery were comto have sons entering the ministry.
11:45 A. M. the graduating exercises were held in the
it felt

College Chapel. The faculty, Board of Superintendents,
graduating class, students and speakers marched in procession, while the audience stood. Rev. W. H. S. Demarest, D.D.,
President of the Seminary, presided, and after a hymn had
been sung Rev. James M. Martin, President of the Board of
Superintendents,read the Scripture lesson and offered prayer.
Following a hymn the President of the Seminary presented

graduates: Daniel York Brink,
Joseph Kecskemety, Frederic Divoux Licht, Richard Pitman
Mallery, Ernest Raymond Palen, August Pfaus, Jr., Ben
Sckolten, Perry Van Dyke, and Willard Ganseman Wullschleger. (Mr. Kecskemety is a member of the Reformed
certificatesto the following

Church of Hungary, and

will

return to his native land for his

work.)
The address on behalf of the Faculty was delivered by Professor William A. Weber, and was full of wholesome advice
to the young men. Rev. M. Eugene Flipse spoke for the
Board of Superintendents, and Rev. Irving H. Berg, D.D., for
the Alumni Association. All the addresses were of a high
order and were heartily appreciated.
The prizes for scholarship were distributed by the President, and after a hymn had been sung the audience was dismissed with the benediction pronounced by Dr. Demarest.
The flurry of rain delayed matters very little, and the
alumni assembled in Winants Hall for the collation at 1:30
o’clock. The dining rooms have been vastly improved since
the Association had its last gathering in them. The cafeteria
system has been introduced, involving the alteration of one
of the rooms, and both rooms have been vastly improved by
a new finish on the walls and new seating arrangements.
The attendance, as already stated, was the largest recorded,
and it completely filled the space assigned. Rev. Anthony
Luidens presided, and after the food had been disposed of he
called the gathering to order and introduced the speakers. A
number of real “old grads” were honored by recognition, including Rev. John Hart, '72, Rev. J. S. N. Demarest and Rev.
Henri De Vries, ’76, Rev. B. V. D. Wyckoff, ’78, and a group
of those who were celebrating fifty years out, Revs. Eugene
S. Booth, C. P. Ditmars, Peter H. Milliken and William H.
Taylor.
Dr. Taylor spoke for the semi-centennial class, recounting
experiences and recalling personages of the long ago. Rev.
Samuel M. Zwemer, D.D., gave a brief address. Prof. Louis
H. Holden spoke for the faculty, Rev. Benjamin J. Bush, D.D.,
of the Westminster Presbyterian Church of Detroit, spoke
for the class of 1909, and Dr. William Bancroft Hill gave a
sparkling talk as "an outsider.” While much of the speaking

life

1929

$21,714

$36,287

Interest

$15,510

- $78,156

Legacies

$ 9,000

$24,187

$33,301

$80,000

172

247

Payments

.

.

.

.

.

Beneficiaries

THE MINISTERS’ FUND
OF THE

port on this next year.
Professor John H. Raven, as chairman of the Necrological
Committee, read the roll of deaths of ministers during the
year, the report being followed by prayer while the Association stood in silence.
It was reported that two of the Alumni present celebrating
thirty years of service had sons in the graduating class, and

1919
Gifts Received

145.

At

1929

TEN YEARS

rain.

how

29,

•

thus far. With the exception of a heavy shower just at the
close of the exercises in Kirkpatrick Chapel, the weather was
beautiful and coming just when it did no one suffered any

pelled to tell

May

New Brunswick Seminary

Commencement day at the New Brunswick Seminary,
Thursday, May 16th, was one of the rare days of the month

from the

fltUi

REFORMED CHURCH

25 East 22nd Street,

was

IN

AMERICA

New York

were enough wise and weighty matters brought out to make the occasion memorable. At 4 P. M.
the gathering dispersed, many of the alumni departing for
considerable distances in cars.
It was a notable day in the history of the institution.
Nearly everyone looked with interest on the rising walls of
the addition to the Sage Library, upon which the bricklayers
were busily working. The roof will be on in a month or so,
and it is probable that in another year the entire building,
remodelled and improved, will be open for inspection. The
problem of rearranging the thousands of books which will
need to be relocated is no light one, but the addition will relieve the congestion and make every student in the library
happy.
AH the students graduating this year have accepted calls
in the East, and in some cases had to decide between several
requests for their services. Even with these eight new men
in lighter vein there

there are other Eastern churches which have turned to
Western Seminary, — and still there are vacancies to be filled.

Domestic Mission Briefs
Home Acres Church, Grand

Rapids, raised its benevolence
contributions from $186 a year ago to $522.21 for the year just
closed. The pastor, Rev. Bert Brouwer, says that this fine
gain is due. not to any spasmodic drive, but to a careful
week-by-week watching of the income.

Rev. F. J. Van Dyk, of Central Park Church, Holland,
Michigan, spends his Sunday afternoons at an undenominational Sunday school at Virginia Park, another Holland section. This school has proved an excellent “feeder” for Central Park Church. The pastor adds in this connection that
198 of the 200 pupils in two neighboring public schools enrolled themselves in catechetical classes this year.

Some time in May a new pastor, Rev. John Van der Beek,
begins his work at the Sixth Church of Holland, Mich. Mr.
Van der Beek comes from South Blendon, Mich. He takes a
church of 199 members with a Sunday School of 348. Offerings during the year amounting in all to $6,409.91 testify to
the fact that the church has kept up its interest during the
period of vacancy.

Home

Mission work is carried on
by the Pella, Iowa, Gospel Teams. When, in one of the little
places visited by the Central College autos on Sunday morning, it is found that the need for religious leadership can be
met locally, the Teamers simply drop that place from their
rounds. Thus they have recently “graduated” two or three
places and have taken on a new one, at Washington, Iowa.

The most flexible of

all

May

29, 1929
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word that he may

fnung

fflnmrn’a

feel that America “In Arizona and New Mexico.” “You
values him not only for his brawn, but are mistaken,” replied the questioner,
that America has a soul.
and as he pointed to his head he said,
“Inasmuch as ye did it to one of these “It’s up there.”
least ye have done it unto me.”

Sppartmfttl
Impressive Feature at Northfield

The Stranger Within Our
Gates
By Mrs. John Y. Broek
How

do

we

think of the stranger with-

One of the most impressive features
of Home Week at Northfield is the InterdenominationalRally, following the
Denominational Rally of each group.
All camp girls with all women delegates of each denomination meet for an
informal “get-together” at 3:30 P. M.
At this time the missionaries and Board

in our gates? Do we think of him
simply as a commercial product, or do
we think of him in terms of brotherrepresentatives have an opportunity to
hood — “Of one blood ... all the nations
present their work, followed by an inof the earth,,?

And what

does the alien think of
America when he is still in his own country? Traveling in the less frequented
villages of Europe the word “America”
makes many a face light up with joy,
many a heart bounds with the thought
of that land beyond the seas where possibly a brother, sister, son or daughter
have already gone,— “My Tina, she has
gone to St. Louis, perhaps you know
her?” “No.” With what dreams Tina
and thousands like her set forth to this
new world. Did she find a welcome here,
a place where dreams come true and
where the best that is in one comes to
the surface, an open door of opportunity
for better things. Let us hope so. America has much to give.

formal discussion.

Life is a building process, and that «
especially so with the young. We are
building personalities, but a building
will i,oi amount to much without a plan.
When a man builds a house he generally
hires an architect who thinks out the
plan of the house. When a man starts
in any business he gives thought to it
first, considers the cost of his goods,
what his overhead expenses will be and
what the prospects for sales are. It will
not suffice to think of a few of these
things and omit others ; he must think of
all of them and even of the details. In a
word, he must think through his business
venture. Our biggest business is living a
life. The graduating class in one of our
universities made a survey of its membership. One of the questions asked was
"Have you decided on your life work?”
A very large percentage replied that

Immediately following this delightful
hour, the different camps march from
where they have held their Rallies, carrying their respective banners, and singing a hymn familiar to all, to a designated section of the Campus. Here the they had not. Should one go through
girls and women join hands forming a college before deciding on his life work?
great circle. All missionaries present Discuss this.
step to the center, making an inner circle. During the complete silence which
follows, in that holy spot

among

Clod's

Think of our speech. Words are
weighty. A word or a sentence may

one of the instructors offers a
ruin another life.
prayer of consecration and re-dedication
hills,

of those present to the Master's work.

A

bad word

can

never be recalled. It goes out upon the
atmosphere and it goes on in its influence throughout time. The written word
is still more permanent in its effect. A
little drop of ink falling like dew upon
the paper may produce that which will
make thousands, perhaps millions, think.
Think of the importance of kind, pure,
uplifting words, and use them.

After the singing of “Blest Be the Tie
That Binds,” all stand with bowed heads
listening to the chimes of Sage Chapel
play, “Shall We Gather at the River.”
Let us not forget that we all were at
This is one of the moments when every
one time strangers and pilgrims here.
We point with pride to our ancestors one seems lifted on a wave of emotion
to “Higher Ground.” Here denominawho landed here in 1607 or 1620, and we
tional barriers are torn down, race pretake our children to gaze upon the tower
judice disappears, and all stand in awe
of the ruined church at Jamestown, built
and reverence before the one God who
Jesus teaches the importance of thinkin the days of Captain John Smith and
is “Heavenly Father” to every race and ing through our task. He said, “No one
Pocahontas, or we venture forth to
color. Can a girl ever be quite the same having put his hand to the plow and
Plymouth Rock and think of the faith
after such a period of sacred fellowship? looking back is fit for the Kingdom of
and the courage of those who made their
Mrs. Jasper S. Hogan,
God.” We suffer because we do not
homes ’neath its shadow. Did Idealism
Camp Leader for Home Week.
think things through to the end. It
stop there with the coming of the Pilmeans something to be a Christian. It
grim, the Puritan or the sturdy Dutch
costs effort to build a character. There
on Manhattan Island? We trust not.
are battles against evil that must be
We feel that those who come now, many
of JHrtlioba
fought. There are rugged heights to be
of them from different race stocks, have
climbed.
should think of these
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND
a real contributionto make to our counthings and then put alongside-' of them
try.
YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES
our spiritual resources. The forces that
Many denominations have grasped the
Conducted by Rev. Abram Dubyb
are on our side are greater than the
opportunity to minister to these stranforces against us.
gers and we of the Reformed Church

Dtorum

We

have done our bit. You have read in
this column this month of the Italian

Church in Newburgh and in Newark,
of

the Hungarian Church in

New Bruns-

and the Japanese Associations in
New York. We have not time to tell

wick,

Christian Endeavor Topic
Sunday, June

9,

1929

THINKING THINGS THROUGH
Luke

14:28-30; Proverbs 16:22-25

God has given to us our powers to be
of other Italian Churches, such as Hack- used. If we use them wisely we develop
ensack, of Hungarian Churches in Fin- them, but if we fail to use them they
derne, etc., but they are there, holding weaken and perish. Our mental powers
out a friendly, understanding hand and are among our most important faculties
a message of cheer in their own tongue. and we frequently fail to do much thinkWe have an opportunity to show our ing. It has been estimated by psycholointerest in the stranger in a tangible gists that we use only about one-tenth
way by subscribing to the alien work of our mental powers.
Two men were talking together and
in the Young Women’s Budget. We can
pray for him and if we do naught else one asked the other where the Great
*e can give a cheerful smile, a kind American Desert was. The reply was,

"Look before you leap” is good advice.
Think of the dangers before you run into
them. We must meet dangers and sometimes get hurt in doing our duty, but
most accidents are due to thoughtlessness and could have been avoided had
we stopped to think. We should not
needlessly rush into danger.
This does not mean, however, that we
are to fear to do our duty. General
Grant, in his autobiography, tells of a
certain general from whom he had to
take the command because he was always considering the possibility of defeat and planning for a safe retreat.
Of course such a leader could be noth-

®bt Cfjrtttian'JnteUigemer anb
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ing else than a beaten man. How different the commander who, in the thick
of the battle said to his men, “Hard
pounding, gentlemen ! Let's see who can
pound the longest." We need not be a
prophet to predict the result with such
a man at the head.

May

jtltggion ;f itlb

Figure out how much you ought to save
and how much you should give to good
causes. Take time to think of these

Officers of

29, 1929

Church Boards

GENERAL SYNOD—

Rev. Malcolm J. MacLeod,
Street, New York
City. Rev. Henry Lockwood, D.D., Stated Clerk,
38 Ivy Avenue, Englewood, N. J., to whom all
Wanted pastorate in N. Y. Classis; communications for General Synod should be sent
Rev. James M. Martin, D.D., Permanent Clerk.
Will consider new work; Also for local Holland, Mich. Mr. James S. Polhemus, TreasSupply
outside of the Classis. urer, 25 East 22nd Street, New York City.

things.

D.D., President, 1

West 48th

work

Think about completing your educa- Address: Rev. J. C. Vander Roest, 5 BOARD OF DIRECTION— Mr. Wm. L. Brower.
President:Rev. Joseph R. Duryee, D.D., Mr. John
tion. Many young people ruin their West 125th Street, New York City, M. Kyle, Mr. Wm. G. Gaston, Mr. Chas. L. Livingston. Mr. Percy Ballantine, Directors: Mr.
prospects by running off to business be- N. Y.
James S. Polhemus, Treasurer.

fore they have secured a fully rounded
BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS— Rev. Frank
training. Think about the use of your
Pulpit Supply
B. Seeley, D.D., President; Rev. S. Vander Werf,
Field Secretary; Rev. James S. Kittell, D.D.,
leisure time. One young person wastes
A minister of the Classis of Passaic, not at D.D.,
Secretary;Mr. Charles W. Osborne, Treasurer.
it; another uses the margins of time to present in the pastorate, is willing to supply
churches needing emergency or vacation preachCHURCH BUILDING FUND— Mr. Charles W.
store up useful knowledge.

Think of the importance of

thrift.

ing. Address Rev. Claus Olandt, 77 Forest Street, Osborne, Treasurer.
North Arlington, N. J.

WOMEN’S BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS
— Mrs. John S. Bussing, Honorary President; Mrs
Edgar Tilton, President; Miss Ruth B. Rule, General Secretary ; Miss Mary M. Greenwood, Treasurer ; Miss Helen G. Voorhees, Assistant Treasurer.

BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS AND THE
ARABIAN MISSION— Rev. H. E. Cobb. D.D.,
President; Rev. W. L Chamberlain, Ph.D., Corresponding Secretary ; Rev. W. J. Van Kerten.
D.D., District Secretary ; ?. M. Potter, L.H.D.,
Associate Secretary and Teasurer.

and

the

Hmerican

Bible Society-

WOMAN’S BOARD JF FOREIGN MISSIONS
—Mrs. DeWitt Knox. President; Miss Elisa P.
Cobb, Corresponding Secretary ; Miss 0. H. Lawrence, Editorial and Educational Secretary; Mia
Anna F. Bacon, Treasurer ; Mia Elisabeth EL Van
Brunt, Candidate Secretary.

BOARD OF EDUCATION—

Rev. A. T. Brotk.

D.D., President; Rev. Willard D. Brown, D.D.,
Secretary ; Mr. John F. Berry, Treasurer.

'POUNDED

in 1816 “to encourage wider
JT circulation of the Holy Scriptures without note or comment" the American Bible
Society has in the 113 years of its history
7' 1
distributed over 205 millions of copies of
the Scriptures in the United States and
throughout the World.
Nearly a decade was required by the
committee of scholars pictured here to
complete a careful translation of the New
Testament into
f
The entire Bible has been translated into 169 languages and parts of it into 684
other tongues. During 1929 translations of the four Gospels for the first time will
appear in Kuskokwim and Hopi, and of the Psalms in Bolivian Quechua.
Translations and revisions are occurring in the following languages; Cheyenne,
Mam, Quiche, Cakchiquel, Aymara, Shilluk, Benga, Turkish, and Siamese.
The American Bible Society publishes Bibles, Testaments, and Portions in a wide
variety of styles and bindings. The leather bound Bibles in Chinese illustrated
here are indicative of the service rendered in publishing
Bibles in other tongues.
“My old Ford is ready to die" writes one of the
great host of helpers who distribute the Scriptures

^ k&e

-

Japanese.

.

American Bible Society in many lands. This
colporteur knows a dozen languages and in the distribution of the Scriptures in forty tongues has
driven this old car

for the

BOARD OF PUBLICATION AND BIBLE
SCHOOL WORK— Rev. Oscar M. Voorheex, DJ)..
President; Lucius W. Hine, Business Agent, to
whom all business communicationsshould be addressed ; Rev. Abram Duryee, Educational Secre; Rev.

tary

;

THE MINISTERS’ FUND, administering The
Disabled Ministers' Fund, The Widows’ Fund, and
The Ministerial Pension Fund: — Rer. Joseph R.
Duryee, D.D., President; Mr. William E. Reed.
Treasurer ; Rev. George C. Lenington, D.D., Executive Secretary.

PROGRESS COUN Cl L — Rev. Thomas H. Msekenxie, D.D., Chairman ; Rev. John A. Ingham.
D.D., Secretary ; F. M. Potter, L.H.D., Treasurer.

CENTRAL COLLEGE ENDOWMENT AND

CONTINGENT FUND—

Society.

Seventy-fivethousand
the Scriptures
in Braille and other systems have been issued to
I the blind since 1835.

volumes of

Hon. H. J. Vsnden Berg.

Treasurer. Pells, Iowa.

HOPE COLLEGE ENDOWMENT AND CONTINGENT FUND— Edward D. Dimnent. Treasurer, Holland. Mich.

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY.
WICK. N.

J.—

NEW

BRUNS-

Mr. James S. Polhemus, Treasurer.

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY:.
HOLLAND. MICH.— Mr. James S. Polhemus.
Treasurer.

MISSIONARY EDUCATION DEPARTMENT-

150,000 miles.

During 1928 more than
eleven million volumes
of Scripture in 182 languages were distributed
by the American Bibb

Edward Niles, CorrespondingSecreMr. John F. Chambers, Treasurer.

tary

Committee in Charge: F. M. Potter. L.H.D., Mis*
Elisa P. Cobb. Rev. J. S. Kittell. D D.. Miss Ruth
Rule, Rev. Abram Duryee, Rev. Willard DBrown. D.D., Mr. Max Nelson. Secretary.

B

Checks and money orders should always he mads
order of the Board, Committee, or Fund for
which they are intended. Never ineert officers'
names.
to the

Address of

all

except where otherwise indicated.

Reformed Church Building, 26 East 22nd
New York City.

Guest

Street,

Rooms

Contributions to this essential missionary agency should be sent to

AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY
BIBLE

HOUSE

Name-.,
Address

ASTOR PLACE

NEW YORK CITY

NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE
New York

City

ROOMS

GUEST
in the Institute’s new eleven
story fire-proof building at the heart of New York
are available to ministers, missionariesand other
Christian friends. Modern furnishings and accommodations. Rates reasonable. For information, or reservations, address H. W. Hoot, Guest
Secretary, 840 West 65th Street, New York City.
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Deaths
Benevolent Societies
IN MEMORIAM.

THE AMERICAN SEAMEN’S
FRIEND SOCIETY

At a meeting of the Missionary Society of the
First Reformed Church of Rensselaer, N. Y., these
Resolutions were adopted
Our Heavenly Father has called to her rest our
friend,

Incorporated1888

MRS. JACOB DONEY,

The only American undenominational

:

—

interna-

we, as members of the Society, express our sorrow
and grief at the passing of this fa thful friend,
607 and therefore be it
Resolved, that we express our sympathy to the
Loan Libraries ($25) placed on vessels sailing bereaved family.
from New York.
Resolved, that a copy <?f these Resolutionsbe
Shipwrecked and destitute seamen aided.
spread on our Minutes, a copy be sent to the famPUBLISHES the “Sailors’ Magasine” ($1.00). ily ; and a copy be sent to The Chiustian IntelSUPPORTED by contributions and legacies
1.!cencek and Mission Field for publication.
Winchester Noyes, President ; George Sidney
The Committee.
Webster, D.D., Secretary.
Clarence D. Pinneo, Treasurer, 72 Wall Street.
New York, to whom contributions may be sent.

and national Society aiding teamen.
Maintains a Sailor’s Home and Institute at
West Street, New York City.

tional

NEW YORK SABBATH
COMMITTEE
Organised

1867

(Incorporated)
Incorporated 1884

Local. National and International.Secures, defends and enforces wholesome Sunday laws with
the privilege of worship for everybody.
Its literature includes more than a hundred titles
besides a periodical.
Supported by voluntary contributions.
Address correspondence and remittance to

Addresses of Our Mission-

—

W. B. F. M.

General Address: Kolongsu, Amoy, China

In the passing of Dr. Hopper the Board of Publication and Bible-School Work has lost a strong
Mrs L. W. Kip, Carmel, Calif.
and helpful friend He came into its membership M ss K. M. Talmage
in 1922, and a year later was made Recording Miss M. E. Talmage
Secretary. This office carried w th it membership •Mrs. H. J. Voskuil
in the Executive Committee, and membership in Miss Margaret C. Morrison
the Committee on Evangelism. To the»se offices he Miss Nellie Zwemer
brought ripe experience and gave generously of his Miss Lily N. Duryee
time and thought to the furtherance of all phases Mrs. Henry DePree

1889

Street,

The object of the Institute is to publish widely
the news of Christ's salvation and to bring as
mvny people as possible to a aaving knowledge of
Christ. This is done by the thorough training of

Committee.

AMOY MISSION

ABRAM WHITAKER HOPPER.

CHICAGO TRACT SOCIETY

EVANGELICAL. EVANGELISTIC. INTERDENOMINATIONAL.

Mrs. L. Dijsinberre,

aries

McMillan. . . .

Incorporated 1908

351

sweet and charming personality, and her life will
ever remain a precious memory in the hearts of
those who knew and loved her. To her husband
the loss is unspeakably great.
Resolved, That we deeply sympathise with her
husband, who has been called -upon to part with
his earthly companion, and that we earnestly beseech the Father in Heaven to richly grant him
the consolation he so much needs.
Resolved, That cop es of these Resolutions be
tendered to her husband and her bereaved parents : that they be published in The Christian
Intelligencer and Mission Field and The Citizen
Herald ; and that they be recorded on the Minutes
of our Society.
Mrs. H. F. Fleming,

IN MEMORIAM.

of our work.
At the last meeting he attended he proposed the
THE raising of a fund in memory of his friend and
NEW YORK SABBATH COMMITTEE, Room 281. associate, Dr. Isaac W. Gowen, and was reBible House, New Yorfc City.
quested to present the project before the General
Officers: Chairman, Charles F. Darlington: Synod, a commission he was pleased to accept.
Treasurer, E. Francis Hyde ; Secretary, Duncan J.
As in his relations to our Board, so in his other
,
duties, he gave full measure of devotion. In preMEMBERSHIP represents the various denomi- senting our tribute to his services and expressing
nations. Catholic and Protestant.
our sorrow at his passing out of our circle, we
remember also the home he honored by his character and loving ministries, the Church he served
with fidelity and zeal, and that wider circle of
friends and fellow workers with whom he shared
ORGANIZED
INCORPORATED 1898 h s consecratedabilities. He has been transferred
to the larger service, but his work remains as a
Has missionaries speaking 26 Is n images and blessed memory.
Christian literature in 88 languagesThe Board at its meeting of May 20th. 1929,
Last year conducted 2,161 public meetings, and approved the above tribute prepared by the Comfisited 48,016 immigrant homes in nine Northmittee, and ordered that one copy be spread ui>on
Central States and Canada.
our minutes, one be sent to Dr. Hopper’s family,
All donations should be sent to
and one be sent for publication to The Christian
Intelligencer and Mission Field.
CHICAGO TRACT SOCIETY
440 S. Dearborn
Chicago, III.
Rev. L. B. Trowbridge, Secretary.

NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE

^ulb

Mrs. H. P. Boot
Miss Leona Vander Linden
"Miss Edna K. Beekman
Mrs. Taeke Bosch
Mrs. D. J. Steward Day
M ss Katharine R. Green, (omit Kolongsu.)
Mrs. L. A. Talman
Mrs. H. Michael Veenschoten
Mrs. Henry Poppen
Mrs. Clarence H. Hollcman
Mrs. E. B. Koeppe

Mrs. Henry Bellman
Miss Tena Holkoboer
Miss Jean Nienhuis
Miss Elizabeth G. Bruce

Mrs. Adam J. Westmaas
Miss Alma L. Mathiesen
Mi tfs

Ruth Broekema

Mrs. Wm. R. Angus
Mrs. Henry Renskers
Mrs. Harold Veldman
Mrs. R. Hofstra
Miss Hazel Luben
-

•On furlough.

IN MEMORIAM.
The following Resolutions have been adopted by
the Ladies' Aid Society of the Church at Gardiner,
N. Y., on the death of Mrs. Victor W. Simmons:
“The Lord gives, and the Lord taketh away.”
Whereas, After a short illness, our Heavenly
lather in His infinite wisdom has taken from us
our beloved member,
MRS. VICTOR W. SIMMONS.
Be it Resolved, That we. The Ladies* Aid Society
of the Gardiner Reformed Church, desire to record

MENEELY
BELL CO.
AMONX

TROY,

2f20BR0ADW/W;N.Y.Cmr!

BELLS

Christian workers through the Institute'sResident.
Day and Evening Schools ; and through the par- our deep sorrow in our loss.
Mrs. Simmons was gifted with an unusually
ticipationby atudenta and by the Inatitute staff in
daily outdoor and indoor evangeliaticmeetings
conducted throughout the year.
More than 300 graduates of the Institute have
Irene to foreign mission fields under more than
16 denominational and InterdenominationalMlailon Boards.
During the year ending March 31, 1928, the Institute conducted 3.182 outdoor evangelistic meetings. having an aggregate attendance of 487,460.
The National Bible Institute is entirely tupported by the free will offerings of the Lori's
people
Established by D. L. Moody in 1880
copy of the Institute's monthly magaslne.
TV Bible Today, and a copy of the catalogue of
1929
the Institute's Schools, will be sent on request.
Officers: President. Don O. Shelton; Treasurer.
YOUNG MEN STUDENTS’ CONFERENCE ..............................June 14 to 22
Hugh H. Monro: Registrar. B. Allen Rbk>.
WOMEN’S
.....................................
June 26 to July 3

Northfield

Summer Conferences

EAST NORTHFIELD, MASS.

A

SEASON OF

YOUNG

The National Bible Institute
340

West

Fifty-fifthStreet,

New

York.

CONFERENCE

WOMAN’S INTERDENOMINATIONAL HOME MISSION CONFERENCE July 5
(ONFERENCE FOR WOMENS FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETIES ... July 12
CONFERENCE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION .......................... July 22
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF CHRISTIAN WORKERS ................. August 3

to 12
to 20
to 81
to 19
..........................-August 19 to 26
leaders in Christian thought and activity as the following:

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR CONFERENCE

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY
ORGANIZED 1826
It is interdenominational,
evangelical and international. It publishes tracts, pamphlets, books,
hymnals and periodicals, in many languages, distributed through its colporteurs and other agencies.

In the Master’s name It ministers to the
•tranger, the prisoner, the sick and unfortunate,
while serving all classes and conditions of people.
It specializes in Chrstian and Americanization
literaturein about forty languages.
Having successfully met the tests of one hundred
years it is now raising a Centennial Fund to meet
its ever widening opportunity.
All communicationsand contributionsshould be
lent to 7 West 46th Street, New York City.

Speakers include such world

Rev. Danie*l A. Poling, D.D.
Rev. G. Campbell Morgan, D.D.
Rev. James MofTatt, D.D.
Rev. Henry H. Wicks, D.D.
Robert Laws, M.D., D.D.
Rev. Raymond Calkins. D.D.
Dean Luther Allan Weigle, D.D.
Pres. Paul D. Moody, D.D.
Rev. Albert W. Beaven, D.D.
Rev. Louis Matthews Sweet, D.D.
Mrs. Helen Barrett Montgomery, LL.D.

....

W. N. Berry
George A. Buttrick. D.D.
A. T. Robertson. D.D.
Rev. Paul Schere*r. D.D.
Rt. Rev. John T. Dallas, D D.
Miss Margaret Slattery
Re*v. John M. Maclnnis, D.D.
Rev. P. H. Philpott. D.D.
Rev. John Baillie, D.D.
Rt»v. Melvin E. Trotte»r
W. R. Moody
Rev.

Re*v.
Re»v.

For BuUetin giving general information and for reservations address
Summer
East Northfield, Mass.
Ambert G. Moody, Secretary

Northfield

Conferences
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Baby

Roll,

W.

M.

B. F.

Delegates to General Synod

American Church, Orange City, Iowa
Margaret Mae B&fka
Robert Earl Barks
Evadeane Harmina Balkema
Albert Clarence Balkema
John Bernard Balkema
Robert Dale Behrends
Marna Jean Van Oort
Marilyn Marie Cambier
Wilbur Glenn Gambler

Do not

fail to look

over the Exhibit of Books

being shown during the Sessions of Synod. Get
acquainted.

Lois Gall Grotenhuis
Virginia Claire Hyink

BOARD OF PUBLICATION

Harriet Mae Klay
Karilyn Karges

Mary Barbara Conn

29, 1929

1

and BIBLE

^

SCHOOL WORK.

Rex Boland Conn, Jr.
Warren Lee DeVries
.

Dorothy Lorraine Oelrlch
Mary Deane Van de Steeg
John William Wiersma, Jr.
Marilyn Edna Vander Bos

Faye Helmers
Edythe May Duven
Leona Jean Duven

Shirley

Ooetburg, Wie.
Doris B. Koskamp
First Church,

ENDOWMENT
NEWS

CENTENARY
FUND

Jamaica, N. Y.

Hope Hardenbrook
Comstock Park, Mich.
Jean Gather ina Knottrous
Donald Lawrence Ludwig
Park Hill Church, Yonkers, N. Y.
Jane Frances Sickels
East Overisel, Mich.
Leona Mae Busscher
Gerald Jay Boerman

Waupun, Wis.
Lewis Clyde Numerdor

New

.

Utrecht Church, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Donald Paul Luther
Phillip Martin Luther
Robert Peckham Hegeman
Ruth Ann Taylor

T ETTERS

Patricia

Ruth Ackerman

Ernest MonticelloJeffery, Jr.
Barbara Joan Ackerman
Edna Elizabeth Seeley
Bernard Larzelere Spence, Jr.
Ruth Sorenson
Mildred Courtney Flowers
Edwin W. Thurber, Jr.
Robert Bristol Collins
Robert Crain Low and /rrTOt„n\
Patricia
(Iwina)
Marilyn Kay Vos
Church on the Heights, Brooklyn, N, Y.
Robert Carswell
Second Church, New Brunswick, N, J,
Ellen Beardslee
(Daughter of the former Secretary

—

“Dear Brother:
“Your letter as well as

the West section. We out here
the West as a rule lead benevolences, but sad to say in this
special effort we fall behind.
However, personally, although no
encouragement whatsoever has

ly
in

of

the

A.) Cahoune Raven MacLean,
Secretary.

864 President Street, Brooklyn, N. Y.

come

Cradle Roll, W. B. D. M.
N,

is quite possible

Sherman Goose
George Gould, Jr.

From Kentucky:
Three Babies
Middletown, N. Y,
Helen Taylor

by her Grandmother,Mrs. Francis
Sanford
Second Church, New Brunswick, N. J.

Brown:

—

“I appreciate very much the
hard work and the strong appeal
you are making for the Centenary

Fund. My Church, however,

has passed through a very critical year. We are now in our
new Temple and in our new parsonage. As Dr.
says, we
had to build a new Church and

-

a new

Congregation. Results

have been very satisfactory, but

have made bold to go out and
solicit from a few of my members with this result — a check,

our finances have been pressed
to the limit. We have a debt of
. . . We can’t do what we would
like to do toward benevolences.

However, at my suggestion, the
Treasurer will recommend next

Monday that we send in our $100.
I hope it will go through and
that it will be in your hands before Synod. Sincerely,”

B.

check for $100 is received today, as this is being written, from the students and faculty of Central College, Pella, Iowa. This is the second facultyand-student-body to respond to our appeal with a gift of $100, the first one
being the faculty and students of the Seminary at New Brunswick, N. J.

BOARD OF EDUCATION,

Ellen Beardslee

“Baby” Noe
(Infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S. P.
Enrolled by the Y. W. M. 0.

“My dear Mr.

A

W. J. Foster)

Enrolled

me from my

in pledges. Cordially yours,”

Consistory, I

to

as you see, of $400.00 which with
the $200 sent last Winter makes
$600.00. Wish it were twice that
but I am happy to think it is
this much.
• •
“God bless you in your strenuous efforts and may June 1st see

Y.

Richard Roland English
Saugerties, N. Y,
Donald Winchell Poland
Griffis Missionary Society, Schenectady, N. Y.
From Colony. Okla.:

(All five enrolled by Mrs.

all the

pained me greatly that the response of our old Church is not
more ready and cordial, especial-

Baby Roll)

First Church, Hastings-on-Hudson,

encouraging. It

the $100,000 completed at least

preceding ones have not been ignored by me, far from it. It has

Low

(Mrs. P.

like the following are very

that many churches are doing what these brethren have done in response
to our last appeal. If so, we may have a better message to present to General Synod than we expect. But we let them speak:

Old First Church, Brooklyn, N, Y,

Noe)

25

EAST

22nd STREET

.....

R. C. A.
NEW YORK CITY

(Miss) Julia B. Wiluambon, Chairman.
86 Union Street, New Brunswick, N. J.

PIPE

ORGANS

Hiffh«st quality. Superb tone.

Seng Chang Sees Red. By Mrs. W.

Lechmere

Clift.

edge of the strange customs and habits
of the Chinese, and also some of the
hardships experienced by those who seek
to bring the Gospel to those still living
in the darkness. This book merits reading as an inspiration to carry on missionary work. < Marshall Brothers, Lon-

This book is the product of one who
construction. All sisee.
has spent many years of life as a misWrite for catalog of Pipe sionary in Indo-China. She has aimed
Organs, Reed Organs, or Electo give her readers some of the thrilltric Blowing OutOta,
HINNERS ORGAN CO. ing experiences of her own life. She
PEKIN, ILLINOIS
reveals her wide and extensive knowl- don. 5/.)
Modern accessories. Durable

