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The Campaign For New Subscribers
IT

unfortunate that it becomes necessary to present the
1 summons for new subscribers at this time, for the thoughts
and the funds of our people are all taken up with the holiday planning, and the suggestion that a doUar is needed for
is

The Christian Intelligencer and Mission Field becomes
at once a point where a question may be raised in many
households. However, when it is explained that the renewals
are in the great majority of the clubs to be paid at some
time in the early part of the coming year the imminence of
the situation is discovered to be not acute.
Under the plan which finds most acceptance with us at
present the greater part of our circulation is made up from
the clubs of subscribers which are already organized in the
churches or which may be started this year. The ideal of
our club plan is to secure a club in every congregation, composed of the interested people, and some of those who are
not yet interested. It is needless to remark that the ideal
is not reached. There are several hundred churches where
no such effort seems to be considered either advisable or
profitable. In the hope of arousing some interest in these
churches, where only a few subscribers read the paper, an
appeal is here made for every pastor to explain to his congregation that . our paper is not a literary Exploit, nor a
summary of the news of the world, but is a unique “-noble experiment” in the sphere of Christian service, with the end
in view of arousing and cultivating interest in the denominational world service of the Reformed Church in America.
Anyone who is a member or an adherent of our Church
should maintain and develop an interest in the way in which
we are endeavoring to extend the Kingdom. This interest
is dependent upon information, and it is to supply this information that The Christian Intelugencer and Mission
Field is published week after week. So long as it seems
probable that the paper is supplying this information in a
satisfactory manner the paper should be supported as a denominational institution. When it no longer fulfils this requirement it should be suppressed, for there is no longer a
reason for its being. Those pastors who make no adequate
effort to secure representative clubs are really registering
their votes for suppression, an event which in itself might
Hot be very serious, but would in the life of the Church
and its activities undoubtedly develop very weighty consequences. For with the lack of information interest would
decline, and contributions and prayers alike would diminish.
We therefore call upon all our pastors to plan for a vigor-

ous campaign. Do not be content with merely renewing

those now on the roster of the club. We lose each year between 600 and 700 subscribers by death, removal or loss of
interest. We should have in every congregation a growing
list of young people, who will take the places of those being
called home. While people remove, and often go to other

denominations,there are always other people who move
in to take their places. New members or attendants should
subscribe in order to become familiar with our tasks and
share in our advances.
There is much room for improvement in the number of
women and young people who are readers of the paper.
One of the most efficient agencies in our Church is the
Women’s Missionary Society, but it is rather disappointing
to learn that so many members are unacquainted with the
value of The Christian Intelugencer and Mission Field
as a supplier of current missionary information.

Any Society

member who depends entirely upon the information supplied
so generously by the Women’s Boards is bound to remain
ignorant of the work in its full sweep. And in even greater
degree is this true of the Young Women’s League for Service.
The project of making the matter of securing subscribers
a Consistorial task makes slow headway, but it is a comfort
to know that in a dozen of our churches the consistories
attend to the subscriptions, and see that every responsible
family receives a copy every week. The effect of this method
is almost uniformly favorable to interest in the world service of the denomination, and it is bound to have a greater
effect in the future. Time was when the fathers and mothers
of our Church made it their duty to have the children read
the old Intelligencer, and the result of this guidance is seen
in the faithful men and women who state that they love
to read the paper today. And they not only read, but they
support the causes they learn about.
We have a number of new pastors in our Church just
now, men who have come to us from other communions. It
is perhaps somewhat difficult for them to accustom themselves to the weekly reading of our paper, but they should
endeavor to do so. They will find that through it they
will become better acquainted with all the members of the
family, both at home and abroad. The new members of the
churches, likewise, should be persuaded to acquire the habit
of reading the weekly summary of activities of the Church
at home and over seas. And above all, the children of our
flock should be introduced to the church paper very early.
Finally, and firmly, remember that each subscription
should be paid promptly.
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Truth Never Dies
Truth never dies. The ages come and go.

The mountains wear away, the stars retire.
Destruction lays earth's mighty cities low;
And empires, states and dynasties expire;
But caught and handed onward by the wise,
Truth never dies.

Though unreceived and

scoffed at through the years;
Though made the butt of ridicule and jest;
Though held aloft for mockery and jeers,

Denied by those of transient power possessed,
Insulted by the insolence of lies,
Truth never dies.

answers not. It does not take offense,
But with a mighty silence bides its time;
As some great cliff that braves the elements
It

And

through all the storms its head sublime,
It stands, uplifted by the wise;
And never dies.
lifts

As rests the Sphinx amid Egyptian sands;
As looms on high the snowy peak and crest;
As firm and patient as Gibraltar stands,
So truth, unwearied, waits the era blest

When men

shall turn to it with great surprise.

Truth never dies.

— Anon.

An Estimate of Mahatma Gandhi
By

Rev.

John

J.

De Boer

GANDHI’S ATTITUDE TOWARD CHRISTIANITY AND

TOWARD CHRIST.
/TANDHI

expressed his religious position to me thus: “The
** Mussulmans call me one of them, and the Christians do,
too. I am complimented. But I regard myself as a Hindu.
Even though some orthodox Hindus reject me and will have
nothing to do w.th me I do not reject them. I wish to develop
all that is best in Hinduism. Much goes under that name that
is hateful to me. If those things are Hinduism then I do not
wish to have anything to do with Hinduism. But I do not
think these monstrous parodies are true Hinduism. While
accepting all that I regard as true from other religions, I
desire to remain in the religion in which I was born.”
In trying to understand Mahatma Gandhi’s attitude toward
organized Christianity there seem to me to be three chief
considerations. First, contacts which he has had with the
activities of organized Christianity which have prejudiced
h:m against it. Second, certain theological positions which
he has found in orthodox Christianity which he cannot accept.
Third, his opposition to proselytizing.
First, from the time of his earliest contact with Christianity there have been many experiences which have formed
in him a strong feeling that organized Christianity does not

express the life and teaching of the Master. So strong has
been his reaction against the orthodox Church that he is very
careful in all public utterances or interviews not to use any
words that could possibly be interpreted in such a way as to
identify him with Christianity. He tells of his earliest
experience in the first volume of his autobiography: “In those
days Christian missionaries used to stand in a comer near
the High School and hold forth, pouring abuse on Hindus
and their gods. I could not stomach this. I must have stood
there to hear them once only, but that was enough to dissuade me from repeating the experiment. About the same
time. I heard of a well known Hindu having been converted
to Christianity. It was the talk of the town, that when he
was baptized, jie had to eat beef and drink liquor, that he
also had to change his clothes and that thenceforth he began
to go about in European costume, including a hat. These
things got on my nerves. Surely, thought I, a religion that
compelled one to cat beef, drink liquor, and change one’s
clothes did not deserve the name. I also heard that the new

.
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convert had already begun abusing the religion of his ancestors. their customs, and their country. All these things
created in me a dislike for Christianity.”
This was of course a very perverted idea that he formed,
but the first impressions of boyhood were not overcome in
South Africa. It was here that he found in the Sermon on
the Mount a spiritual light that made his heart leap for joy.
But when he sought to lead his Indian brothers in a great
moral movement based on those teachings of Jesus, the thing
that cut him most was the fact that the followers of Jesus
did not for the most part see the spiritual significance of the
movement; and that those Christian eiders who did appreciate his cause and sought to aid him were abused and persecuted by their fellow Christians. One of those Christians
who did understand the significance of Gendhi’s leadership
and extended h's sympathy and aid was a Baptist minister,
Rev. Joseph Doke. His book on Gandhi reveals deep insight
into his character and the following quotation is, it seems to
me, worthy of thoughtful considerafoa bv all those who
profess to follow Jesus Christ and are seeking to w;n men
and women of other faiths for Him:
“Mr. Gandhi is not a Christian in any orthodox sense ” says
Mr. Doke. “Perhaps orthodox Christianity has itself to blame
tor this. There is little inducement in these Colonies for an
Indian to recognise the love’iness of Christ under the disguise
in which Christianityclothes the Lord. What interest has
the Christian Church in Johannesburg shown in these thousands from India and China, who for years have been resident
in our midst? ' Practically none. Are they encouraged to
believe that they, too are souls for whom Christ died? By
no means. Here and there individual efforts have been made,
and some few Indians attend Christian places of worship.
But for the most part they have been left severely alone,
while the few men who have tried to show tint there is still
a heart of love in the Church of Christ, and have dared to
speak a word on behalf of a suffering people, have been subjected to all manner of abuse, and have been made to suffer
with them. It is this discrepancy between a beautiful creed
and our treatment of the Indian at the door, which repels
the

man who

We have

thinks.

believe to realize the inwardness
of this Passive Resistance movement; and the apparent
indifference of the Church has been deeply felt by these men.
In reality, it is not a trade dispute nor is it a political move;
these are incidents of the struggle. It is a sign of the
awakening of the Asiatics to a sense of their manhood, the
token that they do not mean to play a servile or degraded
part in our society; it is their claim, put forward in suffering,
to be treated by Christians in a Christian way. This is the
wonderful vision which Government and Churches alike have
failed, too, I

failed to see.

“Meanwhile, although to my thinking, the seeker (Gandhi)
has not yet reached the goal, that wonderful experience of
Christ which is the glory of the Christian faith enriching
the wealthiest life, and giving new power to the strong, I
cannot forget what the Master himself said:— ‘Not everyone
who saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the Kingdom of
heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father, which is in
heaven.' "

(To be concluded)

A Day Long

to be

Remembered

By Miss Ida Tanis

\TOVEMBER

11th, 1928, will ever remain memorable i
the history of the Gray Hawk Church, Jackson Count]
Kentucky, for on that day, for the first time since its 01
ganization last May, the Lord's Supper was celebrated.
A beautiful communion set, a gift from the Ladies' Mis
sion Society and the Sewing Guild of the Church of Vries
land, Michigan, and Mr. D. Tanis, of Holland, Michigan
and the fine linen for the communion table, a gift from Mi
and Mrs. N. Tanis, of Zeeland, Michigan, made the equip

ment

complete.
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The day was beautiful as only a Kentucky day can be.
Rev. and Mrs. W. A. Worthington of Annville, and Rev.
V. H. t)e Jong of McKee came to share in the services of
the day. Both ministers participated in the special service
connected with the communion. Mrs. Worthington and Mr.
De Jong sang the hymn “0, it was wonderful.” During the
administration of the sacrament hymns were played soft.y
on the piano. The church officers did their part admirably
well. Twenty-one partook of the Supper.
It was, indeed, a wonderful, a blessed service, very impressive and inspiring. The young people, and the children
also seemed to feel the real importance of the occasion. The
Church needs a resident pastor, and the earnest and continued prayers of God’s people.
LATER. — We have just received the promise of collection
plates from the Church at Forest Grove, Michigan.

The Minister and the Liturgy
By
fTHE

Rev. Win

held Burggraaff,

the Gospel Ministry are tearing into shreds the very first
of the Master’s teaching, namely, sincerity. Does the vow
taken at ordination mean anything, or not? Does the Constitution of our Church have any value or not? Does the
fact that we as sfi Christian Church take definite views concerning things contrary to the views of the world, mean
anything or not? Or is every minister and member to do
just as he pleases, and glorify God by this license. In
view of the course which liberal theology in America has
taken ; and in view of the theological situation in our sister
denominations, we might as well be on guard now, while
there is something to guard. We have to do here with a
simple question of Christian ethics, — whether a man is to
keep a promise or not. And when the man says, “No,” then
1 shall take the liberty not only to speak of heresy, but
also to speak of un-Christ-likeness, and a total disinterestedness in the things of God and the Kingdom, which is, in the
first instance, the Kingdom of Truth!

When

Th.D.

marks.

of “Studens” in The Intelligencer of July 18th, published since that date, urges me to make the following re-

The position taken by the ministers to

.

„

whom Mudens

refers is very clearly contrary to the Constitution of our

Reformed Church, and contrary to our Reformed conception
of the Church of Christ, its organization and government.
Article X, section 122, of our Constitution reads as follows:
“The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper shall be administered
if possible at least once every three months. The office of
the Administration of the Sacrament must be read.”
This is the first point of emphasis. The office of the Administration of the Sacrament must be read; and the inference is as clear as it can possibly be, that it must be read
as it is written and approved by the Reformed Church.
The excuse which is made, namely, that time does not permit the reading of it, is really very foolish, since our Church
has for generations read it in full, and no great complaint
has ever been made of the length of the services. As Protestants we hold aloft Word and Sacrament. It is perfectly
proper that occasionally the Sacrament should control the
Sabbath worship. Let the sermon be omitted, then. That
would at least be better than to have the power of the sermon nullified by the living lie which one acts when in utter
violation to the Constitution to which he has sworn obedience,

the Boxes

Came

to

Palmaner

By Miss Jongewaard

fact that there has been no opinion, contrary to that

1
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a wonderful day! Why? The Guild boxes arrived
this morning, and what an excitement there was. The
boxes are perfect and just everything that is so very useful
and needful. We received the one from Sioux Center, and
also one from Maurice. In one we had pillow cases, sheets,
Turkish towels, wash cloths, glass and wash towels, bars of
soap, talcum power, flannel squares, outing jackets, baby

JUST

bootees, safety pins and three quilts.
It is so wonderful to be assured like this that the people
at

home are backing us and have a

real interest in our work.

wish I had the power to imprint on your minds the value
of these boxes — not only material value, but psychologically
and spiritually as well.
I wish I could write to each one individually who had a
part in sending the boxes. That is not possible, because I
will never know all those who had a part. I hope they will
get my hearty “Thank you,” and know it was meant for
I

each one.

Shadows and Sunshine
By Mrs.
fFHIS

J. D.

at

Madanapalle

Muyskens

indeed a happy day, because for the first time in
months we have had three inches of rain. It may save
some of the crops— and the animals may have a little grass.
he asserts his own will.
As for the omissions, and substitutionswhich are made Yesterday we went out to our farming colony, and found
that one of the large wells had gone dry, and coolies were
in the office for the administration of the Sacraments, to
scraping out mud in hopes of opening up some springs.
suit one’s own theological ideas, the same must be said, with
One day last week we went to one of our Christian vileven greater emphasis. The Liturgy of the Church is one
lages, and thought the people seemed unusually sad and
of the containers of the doctrines of the Church. As such,
depressed. They told us that in only one or two homes was
a minister has not any right in the world to tamper with it,
there drinking water. The wells have gone dry, and they
and to change it at will. Here he is bound by. the promise
were not allowed to draw from caste wells, but had to beg
which he has made at the time of ordination (see Article II,
the caste people to pour a little in their pots, and that mornsection 18, of the Constitution). If a minister in our Church
ing they had refused.
finds himself at variance with the creed of our Church, he
Many of our Christians have had to go elsewhere in
promises to communicate his views to the Classis and await
search of employment. Recently in visiting the Kolar gold
its decision in the matter, as to whether he shall be allowed
fields we met over two thousand of our Christians. Their
to continue in his preaching. We are not individualists or
Independentists. We have an organic view of the Church, economic condition is much improved, and they are gladly
giving to our Jubilee Fund. Most interesting it was to find
even as an Institution. Each minister may not say and do
what he will as long as he is under a vow to teach and that they are doing evangelistic work and securing excellent results. They have a beautiful, self-supportingchurch,
preach certain truths. Our Church binds no man. There
which is affiliated with the South India United Church.
is sufficient occasion at any point to leave our communion
During a visit to Madras we called on our students in St.
and go where there are no limitations.
The warning which “Studens” gives to those who may be Christopher’s Training School, Men’s Christian College, and
Women’s Christian College.
inclined to impute heresy to these gentlemen, because “it
An interesting community experiment was a call for volwill be an exceedingly difficult task to prove that they are
unteers to clean the church. In the morning a hundred and
in any way disloyal to the highest interests of God, Christ
and the Kingdom,” might be answered by a counter-warning fifty came, and you can imagine it was difficult to find work
for every one. In the afternoon two hundred came, and the
not to be too sure of that high interest in God and the Kingfollowing Sunday the church shone with oiled benches, poldom, in view of the things these gentlemen are doing before
ished brass, cleaned walls, washed floors, cleaned mats and
our very eyes. It is gettin^to be disgusting to notice what
lamps that burned brightly.
insincerity is being hid behind the sweet Spirit of Jesus.
We are expecting our village helpers for meetings and
It is difficult to impute “highest interest” in the things of
God and the Kingdom to those who in such sacred offices as Bible examinations, so it will be a busy time.
is

y

The

Church of the Saviour, Newburgh, N. Y., ig
finished at last! The Sunday school room, left unfinished
when the main church was completed four years ago, was
dedicated on December 2nd. At the same time three mem-

THE

winter solstice is at hand. We commonly think of
J- December 21st as the shortest day in the year. The
actual fact is not quite so simple, because sunrise and sunset
depend in part upon the sun’s altitude, (which is least at the
winter solstice,) but also upon the apparent motion of the
sun among the stars, which is very rapid in December, because then the earth is relatively near the sun. Thus the
earliest sunsets are past by the middle of December in our
latitudes, while the latest sunrises linger for nearly a fortnight of

January.

One wonders

orials were unveiled — a bronze tablet to the memory of Mrs.
Raphael Weed, member of the Women’s Domestic Board and
devoted friend of the Italian work; a window in honor of Mrs.

Margherita Plavan; and a window, bearing the coat-of-arms
of the Reformed Church, in grateful memory of the friendship
of Dr. William T. Demarest, late Secretary of the Board of
Domestic Missions.
The dedication of the Sunday school room was in itself an
event to make a memorable day for the Newburgh people
and their pastor, Rev. P. S. Moncada. So long a time has
passed since the first ground was turned for the Church of
the Saviour, that the people began to think they were building a cathedral. Lack of money was the cause of the delay.
This spring, by a vigorous campaign on the part of Italians
and Americans in Newburgh, funds were raised, and the
building stands completed. The Board of Domestic Missions
which contributed largely to the cost of the main church was

'

the Christmas Tree tradition does spring
from the olo heathen festival which marked the turning of
the sun for the upward clinib by bringing into the house the
trees that kept their foliage through the whole year. Be this
as it may, the triumph of light over darkness is a fact of
large spiritual suggestiveness.We may not know the day
when the angels sang over Bethlehem, but surely there could
he no better time to celebrate than just as the days are about
to begin to lengthen.
if

~Let there be light” is the divine creative word found on
the first page of the Scriptures. “The Lord is my light and
my salvation,” says the Psalmist. God covers Himself with
light as with a garment. “In Him was life, and the life was
the light of men,” is written on the first page of John’s
Gospel. And our English Bible has on its last page the
picture of a city where they “need no candle, neither light
of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light, and they
shall reign for ever and ever.” Is it altogether a fancy that
reasons: The year closes as the days have promise of lengthening, even so when the shadows of evening gather about
us toward life’s sunset, we look for the dawning of a morning
that shall know no sunset.

A

Italian

•

not called on to help this time.

PRAYER AT THE TIME OP WINTER SOLSTICE.
0

God, our Heavenly Father, the heavens declare
Thy glory, and the firmament showeth Thy handiwork; Thou hast appointed the moon for seasons and
the sun knoweth his going down. Our years are like
the shadows that flit across the summer hillsides,
while Thou art from everlasting to everlasting, the
same yesterday, today and forever. Thou hast led
us by Thy hand and fed us of Thy bounty, so that
we have now come to the closing days of another
year. We acknowledge Thy generous goodness to us
in that seedtime and harvest, in common with summer and winter and day and night, have not ceased.
Thou hast opened Thine hand and satisfied the desire
of every living thing. The birds of the heaven, the
fish in the sea, the cattle on a thousand hills have been
under Thy protecting care.

We

bring to Thee our humble and hearty thanks
for Thy continuing goodness that has brought us
again to December. We beseech Thee, as we look
forward to days that will lengthen, even while the
cold begins to strengthen, that we may find in the
increasing sunlight the echo of Thy creative Word
which caused the light to shine upon the earth.
Lead us through the days that remain of this present
year, and prepare us with new hope and joy and zeal
to take up the duties and enjoy the privileges which
the New Year is to bring. We know Thou wilt not
leave us nor forsake us. We know Thou wilt not fail
in Thy thoughtfulness for Thy children. We know
Thou wilt continue to give wisdom, guidance and
strength to those who wait upon Thee. And whether
the years appointed for us upon the earth be few or
many, may we hold fast to Thee through them all,
finding in Thee Father and Friend until the one clear
call shall summon us home. And to Thy Name
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit shall be all the praiw
and the glory, world without end. AMEN.

ine dedicatory service was impressive, and revealed the
place which the Church of the Saviour has made for itself in
its community. The first part of the service was held in the
body of the church. Delegations from the Italian Reformed
Church of Poughkeepsie and the Middletown Italian Presbyterian Church came down. The auditorium was filled with
friends. Rev. Marinus S. Purdy, of the American Reformed
Church, and the pastors of the neighboring Presbyterian
Methodist, Baptist and Episcopal Churches sat with Mr. Moncada on the

platform.

Dr: Frank B- Seeley, President of the Board of Dommade the address of the occasion Dr Seelev
was so stiired by the loveliness of the little church and the
dignity of the service that, discarding the formal address h«
tRev-

The Ideal Way:— They helped every one his neighbor; arid
every one said to his brother, be of good courage. _ Isa 41:6

-

estic Missions,

December

12,

1928
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warmly about the
place of beauty in Christian worship. The tablet to Mrs.
Weed was unveiled, and Mrs. George Warren Dunn, Chairman of the Women's Board Committee on Alien Work, described, in two or three apt sentences, the vigorous and inspiring personality of Mrs. Weed.

had prepared, he spoke spontaneously and

The other memorials were in the Sunday school room, and
thither the audience filed, standing cheerfully grouped about
the room during the brief services. Dominick J. Fugazzotto,
President of the Young People's Society, placed the Bible on
the desk, and, with boyish dignity, read an appropriate verse
or two. The Service of Dedication and the Responses were
given in both English and Italian, Mr. Moncada being assisted
by Rev. John Capriotti, of the Middletown Italian Presbyterian Church. The window of Mrs. Plavan, draped with the

bore the Waldensian emblem, the lighted candle
surrounded by seven stars; and as it was unveiled Mr. Capriotti explained its symbolism. Mrs. Plavan, mother of Mrs.
Moncada and of the church missionary, Miss Marie Plavan,
was a “birthright member" of the ancient Waldensian Church.
As the American flag was drawn from the window of Dr.
Demarest, Mr. Purdy explained the meaning of our Reformed
coat-of-arms. Mr. Moncada read a letter of greeting from
Dr. Demarest's sister, Miss Elizabeth D. Demarest, who was
unable to be present in person. Felicitations were also received from the Board of Domestic Missions through Rev. Dr.
James S. Kittell, Secretary; and from Rabbi Morris J. Blum,
on behalf of one of the Jewish Temples.
Last on the program, Rev. E. C. Tamblyn, President of the
Newburgh Ministerial Association, spoke appreciatively of
the social work which the Italian Church carries on. Mr.
Moncada came to Newburgh sixteen years ago, and he and
his helpers, upheld by the Board of Domestic Missions, have
worked hard and faithfully to bring the church to its present
strength and stability.

Italian flag,

A Barbarian in

the Siang-khe Hills

By Rev. William Angus

TN

the United States our group would be called the Peng-ho

Gospel Band, but here we call it the Peng-ho Spread-theDoctrine Society. We met in Siang-khe on September 24th
for the first spread-the-doctrinework of the fall term. Of
the three pastors and ten preachers in the Sio-khe District,
all but two of the preachers were able to attend, those farthest out having walked twenty-five or thirty miles in order
to be there. The weather was fine, permitting uninterrupted
work during the three days that followed. In the daytime
we divided into three groups and went out to preach in the
surrounding villages, and in the evening we held meetings
in the chapel. We were well received in the villages and
the chapel was full every evening. During the business
meeting held at the close of the work, Pastor Li of Sio-khe
said that it was the best series of meetings the Society had
held in the last two or three years and that he hoped that
in the months to come we should continue to progress.
It is not, however, my present purpose to give a detailed
account of the meetings, but instead to tell of my experience
on the morning of the second day. On that morning Brother
Phong was selected to lead our party to a group of villages
back in the hills, villages which seldom, if ever, had had
the gospel preached to them. He himself had sometimes
preached to them, for, being a “cow-doctor," he was known
in every comer of the country. All along I had realized that
I was more decorative than useful. This was confirmed by
Pastor Li, who said, “This time we are very fortunate;
every group has something. One has the phonograph, one
has the concertina, and one has you." I was not, however,
prepared for the flattering remarks of Brother Phong. Once
converted to Christianity,he had become a very earnest
Christian, and had prospered in what he considered a very
remarkable fashion in this world, besides being assured of
blessedness in the world to come. Therefore his gratitude
to the foreigners who had brought the Good News to China
and to him was great and unstinted, although often expressed in ways that were embarrassing to his more sophisticated colleagues. The latter had read and had heard criti-

am
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cisms of the foreigner and of the Chinese Christians as
the slaves of the foreigner or worse, but to these lie wasoblivious. The presence of a foreigner made them the more
careful that their patriotism should be unquestioned, to

him

a foreigner was a

was

living proof of the glad tidings he

bringing.

With

though, he did not use the polite term for
foreigner as used punctiliouslyby. pastors and preachers,
but used the term so commonly used in the country, — “barbarian." As we approached a village, he invariably heralded our coming by bawling at the top of his lungs something
like the following: “Come out and see. Here we have a
barbarian for you to look at5 ‘ Here is a barbarian come to
save you. The barbarians are experienced at getting people
saved, so they have come here to save you." As the preachers
began to speak, he would go around to the various houses
and rout the people out with similar cries, and, when the
preaching was over, would insist on a hymn and a prayer
before we left. This was an innovation, but it proved to be
worth while as it seemed to impress the people with the
sincerity of our message.
When we had visited four villages, it was time to return
to Siang-khe for lunch. Some members of our party reminded
Brother Phong of this. “Pray to God for strength," was
his reply, “there are four more villages here which have
not heard the gospel." On we went. Truly, Brother Phong
is not least in the Kingdom of Heaven.
all this,

Pilgrim's Progress in Pageant. — The Oyster Bay Church
of Brookville, and the Methodist Church of Sea Cliff, Long
Island, N. Y., have just completed a presentation of Pilgrim's
Progress in Pageant. The book used was prepared by Rev.
Bernard Clausen, of Syracuse, N. Y. Those who took part
from the Brookville Church were the Misses Mabel and Esther
Luyster, Mary Mitchell, Sarah Youngs, Mrs. John Youngs,

Mrs. Arthur Youngs, and John Youngs. Rev. Theodore
Tritenbach, of the Brookville Church, played the part of John
Bunyan, while the pastor of the Sea Cliff Church played the
part of Christian. Interest was maintained all the way
through, as evidenced by a crowded building each of the five
Sunday nights.

The Progress Council
Reformed Church

in

America

$1,100,000
BUDGET OF BENEVOLENCE
For 1928

-

1929

LAST YEAR

Twelfth Street Church
BROOKLYN,
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Gave to Denominational Benevolence

$220
THIS

YEAR

It is Planning to Give
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by reason of the reduction of
the automobile tax and the increase of revenue from to.
bacco. In 1923, when the Internal Revenue receipts were
shift in the last half decade

nearly one-quarter of the entire Federal income, one-third
came from tobacco taxes, while about half as much (16 per
cent) came from automobiles. In 1928 the automobile tax
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Clje $otnt of Pteto
By “Studens”

WARNING
“OTUDENS”

has been away while these pages are in preparation. In his absence an under-study, who will adopt
for the time the pseudonymn, “Arithmeticus,”is rattling
around in his shoes. Those who think that the whole story
is told tersely in the words “Figures won’t lie, but liars will
figure,” are warned to read on at peril of being bored.

accounted for only 8 per cent of the total of Internal Revenue,
while tobacco in various forms brought in 64 per cent of the
total. That is to say, cigarettes, cigars, etc., pay about
tax now for every dollar the motor car pays to the Federal
Government. (This, of course, has no reference to the various ways in which the States tax motorists through license
fees, gas taxes, and assessments on personal property.)

WHERE THE NATIONAL DOLLAR GOES
Something like a million dollars a day from our ordinary
receipts goes toward retiring the public debt, thus steadily
reducing the interest charge, which was about two milliot
dollars a day prior to last July, but is now dropping from
over $700,000,000 a year toward $675,000,000 estimated for
the current year, and $640,000,000 for the year to end

June 30,

1930.

THE SEVERAL DEPARTMENTS
The

President is characteristically cutting down the expense of the Executive establishment,which was $589,497.19
last year, placing it well under the half million mark. The
Legislative Department is climbing from $16,000,000 last
year to $18,000,000 this year and well toward $20 000,000
next year. But the really big items are (in round numbers)
$400,000,000 for the Veterans’ Bureau, $390,000,000 for the
War Department, and $330,000,000 for the Navy Department. The Interior Department receives nearly $300 000,000;
Agriculture about $160,000,000 and the Treasury Department just under $200,000,000.It is easy to see that wars
have left us a legacy of debt, which we are paying, and
that national defense calls for a vast sum.

ARE WE STARVING OUR DEFENDERS?
We

do not need to question the necessity of appropriations
already made or planned, but we may properly keep these
figures in mind when we hear about “starving” the army
and the navy. We are planning to spend $800,000,000 a year
on these two items. If upwards of two million dollars a

day

keep the country adequately safeguarded, one wonders what would be esteemed a reasonable
is not sufficient to

allowance.

THE REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA
On

the basis of population, the constituency of our Church

perhaps, one-third of one per cent of the whole people.
If wo are only average taxpayers, we must be paying
UNCLE SAM’S POCKETBOOK
$7,000,000 in income taxes and $2,000,000 of the internal
The benevolent gentleman whose figure is familiar to us revenue. If we are average users of tobacco, we are paying
a million and a quarter in tobacco taxes. Therefore if we
all has been making up his budget. It appears from tables
can get from all our members as much as they pay in topublished on Thursday of last week that our Uncle anticipates that “Total expenditures chargeable against ordinary bacco taxes to apply on our budget of denominational benevolence we shall be able to cover the $1,100,000 asked for this
receipts” will be above ten million dollars a day. That is
to say the estimates for the current fiscal year (ending year, and to give the Board of Education its Centennial
June 30, 1929,) are $3,794,745,469, where the expenses of Fund of $100,000, “and then some.” All this on the theory
the year ended last June 30 were slightly under $3,650,- that we smoke as much as the average and that our incomes
000,000. Of course there is a trifle of (say) three-quarters are equal to the average.
of a billion dollars which the Post Office Department pays
fiom its receipts that puts the full Treasury outgo into ANOTHER LINE OF APPROACH
Of course our constituency is above the average in finthe four billion class. The ten million dollars a day is nearancial ability, whatever be the case as to our consumption
ly $7,000 per minute, or between $115 and $116 per second.
of tobacco. The United Stewardship Council statistics put
us clearly in a preferred class. The Federal Religious CenSOURCE OF INCOME
sus as of 1926 shows a total of church edifices valued at
It is 'worthy of note that Income and Profit Taxes have
$3,842,000,000, and a total of church expenses of $814,000,000.
come to be the largest revenue producing item, climbing
For our Church the figures are (Edifices) $38,000,000 and
from 42 per cent of ordinary government receipts in 1923
Expenses) $5 500,000. In the value of buildings, then, we
to 54 per cent in 1927 and 1928. This brings the figure
hold about 1 per cent of all church property, and in expenses
well above $2,000,000,000 a year. Customs receipts and Misnearly seven-tenths of one per cent. If these proportions be
cellaneous Internal Revenue account for something like
carried out, we are paying from $15,000,000 to $20,000,000
$600,000,000 each, or around fifty million dollars a month.
in income taxes and from $3,000,000 to $4,000,000 tax on toIn the case of Internal Revenue, there has been a decided
bacco. Surely our Church budgets are not beyond our ability.
is,
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Installation at Currytown Church. — On Tuesday evening,
November 13th, Rov. John Abram De Hollander was installed
as pastor of the Currytown, N. Y., Church in the Classis of

Montgomery. The

invocation was given by Rev. Alonzo
Shafer, of Johnstown, and the Scripture lesson was read by
Rev. Jesse F. Durfee, of Fonda. The sermon was delivered
by Rev. Adrian Van Oeveren, of Amsterdam. The charge to
the pastor was given by Rev. Edward R. Kruizenga, of Fort
Plain, and that to the congregation by Rev. Donald Boyce, of
Westerlo. The service was concluded with the benediction,
given by the newly installed pastor.
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Supplies for the Arabian Mission. — The Altruistic Club of
Calvary Church of Cleveland, Ohio, has sent a box of supplies
to Miss Dalenberg, of the Arabian Mission, containing 26
towels, 30 small dressed dolls, 50 rolled bandages, and 25
dresses for little girls. The young ladies did this work at
their monthly meetings. The Ladies’ Adult Class also sent
25 towels. Miss Dalenberg spoke in Calvary last February,
and it then was determined to send her some supplies.

Thanksgiving Service at Cohoes.— On Sunday afternoon,
November 26th, the combined quartets of the Reformed
Church of Cohoes, and the Fifth Avenue-State Street M. E.
Church of Troy, N. Y., rendered Maunder’s “Song of Thanksgiving” at a Thanksgiving Service he’d in the Cohoes Church.
Corner Stone Laying in Flushing. — Rev. B. J. Folensbee,
who is recovering from an attack of grip at his home in
Flushing, L. I., was too ill to attend the corner stone laying
at his own Church— the Church on the Hill — on Sunday afternoon, November 18th. The new bui’ding a first unit of a
larger structure, has been built up to the first floor, so that
the ceremony of placing the stone was held on that floor.
Rev. Dr. James S. Kittell, Secretary of the Board of Domestic

Diamond Jubilee in Brooklyn—

As

already announced,
Trinity Church of Brooklyn, N. Y., Rev. George G. Wacker,

commemoration of its seventy-fifth
anniversary during the latter part of November and the first
week of December. Attention is called to the remarkably
beautiful program issued in connection with the celebration.
pastor, held services in

contains a splendid piece of work in the form of a history
of the chur.h’s inception, growth and present status, embelI shed by a large number of photographs of former pastors
and buildings as well as of the present minister and edifice.
The copy in possession of the Editor will be placed in the
growing collectiqn cf similar pamphlets in the office of
It

The Christian Intelligencer and Mission Field which

it

hoped will form the nucleus of a historical Library of the
Reformed Church in America.

is

Celebration at Scotia Church.— A combination celebration
commemorating the Tercentenary of the Reformed Church in
Additions at Sunnyside Gardens.— /t the communion serAmerica and the one hundred and tenth anniversary of the
vice at Sunnyside Gardens Church of Long Island City, N. Y.,
organization of the local church was held in the Scotia, N. Y.,
on Sunday, December 2nd, the pastor, Rev. William M. Norr.s,
Church in the week from November 18th to 25th. On Sunwelcomed five new members on confession of faith, and three day, November 18th, the Tercentenaryservice was held, with
by certificate. These new members were either adherents or
a sermon by Rev. Milton J. Hoffman, D.D., of New Brunsmembers of these churches before attending Sunnyside: Pres- wick Sem nary. On Tuesday, November 20th, a reception
byterian, Baptist, Methodist, Congregationaland Episcopal.
was held, at which greetings were brought by Rev. Clayton
These all have discovered that they can “partake one holy J. Potter, of the mother Church, the First of Schenectady;
food” and serve together in the Reformed Church under one
Rev. John G. Meengs, D.D., of the sister Church, the Second
great divine commission.
of Schenectady; Rev. Paul Malefyt, representing the Classis
Twenty Years in Plainfield— On Wednesday, November of Schenectady; and by Rev. Herbert B. Roberts, of Kinderbook, a former pastor. The present pastor, Rev. Anthony
14th, Rev. John Y. Broek, D.D., and Mrs. Broek were tendered
Van Westenberg, also spoke. On Friday, November 23rd,
a reception by the Consistory of Trinity Church of Plainfield,
the Historical Pageant was given, consisting of two Episodes
N. J., on the occasion of Dr. Brock’s twentieth anniversary
taken from from the Tercentenary Pageant, and three depictas pastor of the Church. Many members of the church and
congregation were in attendance to give their congratulations. ing scenes of local interest. The Historical Service, comOn behalf of the congregation Mr. Edgar F. Sheppard pre- memorating the 110th anniversary of the Church and the 25th
of the present structure, was held on Sunday, November 25th,
sented to Dr. Broek a purse of gold, in token of the appreat which time the pastor delivered a historical sermon.
ciation and esteem in which he is held. On Sunday, Novem-

Missions,

made the address

of the afternoon.

ber 25th, Dr. Broek preached his anniversary sermon before
a very large assemblage of members and friends, the title
being “Twenty Years.” He reviewed the changes that have
taken place in Plainfield and in the Church during the period.
When he came the church was in a residential part of the
city, but it is now surrounded by business. The congregation
then walked to church. Now most of the attendants reside
at long distances and depend upon private or public conveyances to bring them. Then there were only one or two automobiles, now. they are well nigh universal. There were no
radios or moving pictures then. During the twenty years the
Church has contributed $81,686 for missions and $13,575 for
other benevolences. The present membership is 1 095. During the twenty years 1,031 new members have been received.
The Sunday school has 791 members enrolled.

Two

Pulpits Wanted.— The Sunday school of the Clinton
Avenue Church, of ' Bergenfield,N. J., Rev. Harry A. Olsen,
pastor, is in great need of two pulpits or reading desks, to
be used in the Primary and the Boys’ Departments. Mr.
Olsen believes that the children would feel that it is more
like church with a pulpit and a pulpit Bible in front of them.
This is a. new work, with wonderful increase of attendance,
the Sunday school averaging 300 in attendance this fall.
Plans are under way for a larger building to accommodate
the

new

people.

•Young People’s Service at Saugerties. — On the evening of
Sunday, December 2nd, a Young People’s Service was held in
the Church at Saugerties, N. Y., Rev. John Neander, pastor.
The parts of the service were all cared for by the young
people, the Scripture reading being by David Grayson Neandqr, and addresses by Miss Martha Gifford and Miss Anna
Brandow. The pastor concluded the speaking by an address
on “Our Young People.” The participants from the young
people acquitted themselves admirably, and the whole service
was very much worth while.
Stereopticon Lecture at Wyckoff Church.— On Sunday evening, December 2nd, Professor Milton J. Hoffman, of New
Brunswick Seminary, gave his stereopticon lecture on “Luther, Germany and the Reformation” at the Wyckoff, N. J.,
Church. Dr. Hoffman was in Europe last summer, and made
a special study of the work done by Luther, by traveling over
the field in Germany. The pictures he took have been made
into slides and beautifully hand-colored. The announcement
of the lecture drew a large and appreciative audience. Dr.
Hoffman’s presentation is in popular style, and he gives a
great amount of new material, together with many stories of
human interest. The lecture makes a fine service for a Sun-

day evening.
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the shrines dedicated to the ancestors of the earliest Japanese

SAVE

DATE!

THIS

MONDAY, JANUARY

21st

BIRTHDAY SERVICE
OF THE

Woman’s Board of Foreign Missions
MARBLE COLLEGIATE CHURCH
Fifth Avenue and 29th Street,

New York

at 2 P. M.

rulers and here it is that the Imperial wedding and the
coronation and every other important national event is announced to the Imperial ancestors. To many it is the most
important place in all Japan to worship, and I looked with
interest to see what our students would do. Not all were
Christian, would they feel they were worshiping? And as
we came up, I saw that to them it was as Mount Vernon,
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, Bunker Hill Monument
are to us— a place where we stop to think of what those
who have gone before have done for us, of what we can
do to make our country more what it should be. These
shrines are located in most beautiful places and one cannot help but feel that God made Japan wonderfully beautiful.

An Educational Trip

in

Japan

By Jeane Noordhoff

TN

U, S. A. we have “Round

World” educational tours,
“To Europe for the Summer”
tours, and probably many other
similar tours taken by schools
of various kinds, but I hardly
think such trips will ever bethe

.

come as common as we find
them here in Japan. Can you
imagine the students of the
High School of Holland, Michigan, taking a trip East for educational purposes, stopping at

Niagara, doing Boston and

vi-

cinity for historical sightseeing,

New York

City for its educa-

tional, social service

and

busi-

ness advantages, Washington
for seeing places of national interest,

and then

returning,

all

in ten days or two weeks? Can
you imagine Cleveland High School visiting the great farming districts in Iowa and Nebraska en route to Colorado, returning by the southern route and viewing Packing Houses
and other business places in Kansas City? Yet that is
what is done every year in Japan by High Schools, colleges,
commercial schools, and even by Primary Schools and Kindergartens, though these latter necessarily go for but one

day.

And such chances to

see the beauties of their own country as these young people get! Its scenic beauty, its factories, schools, temples, and historic places! They go cheaply, having provided for their own expenses by paying into
a common fund month by month, and each one looks forward
to the time when he shall be going on his educational trip.
Last week Ferris students went out to see their worldtwo classes to Nikko and vicinity for three days, and the
graduating class to Osaka, Nara and Kyoto region for six
days. It was my privilege to accompany the latter groupprivilege, not because I must necessarily lay down my work
for the week and thus secure a vacation; privilege not because I was to see famous places in Japanese history with
competent friends to guide me; no, the difficulties of cheap
travel, of staying in overcrowded hotels^ and eating only
Japanese food, the difficulty of adopting one’s stride to
that of those of smaller stature and walking from place to
place for six days, starting early and with no rest until
late, would never make it a privilege to anyone.
But to be able to be with the girls one has taught in
Bible, to see them practice what they have learned, to see
them enjoy each other and all they see, to see them, weary
beyond words, unselfishly give up their seats in the train
to a tired mother, — that is a privilege.
We started at night, and owing to the crowded condition
of the train slept very little, but all were eag6r and happy
to start the first day’s walk through the beauties of Yamada,
where the national Imperial Shrines are located. These are

And as we went from temple to temple in all this beauty,
and as we thought of the uninterrupted history of this
people, I thought of the thousands who are still worshiping
in very truth as they come to these places, and then came a
comforting thought. At each place hung a white silk curtain in front of the open gate, as though the shrine were
too holy for ordinary eyes to behold. But even as we looked,
the wind swept this curtain aside and I thought, yea, verily,
man would shut it off but the curtain of unbelief is lifting,
the curtain of superstition is blowing aside, even as in the
days of Christ, and soon all Japan will know that this is
not a place of worship — only a place of historic interest.
I wish I could tell you about all of it — about the museum
of interesting historical, botanical and artistic things collected from all parts of Japan which we viewed here and
elsewhere. Of the deer we fed in Nara, 700 of them, so
tame they even became too friendly in their efforts to urge
us to give them the cakes they so much enjoy.
The great image of Buddha — larger by three feet than the
one at Kamakura — 53.5 feet high, with ears 8.5 feet long
and eyes 3.5 feet across. He has eyes but he sees not and
ears but he hears not. In this temple is a pillar with an
opening in the base just large enough for a small person
to crawl through. The idea is that one who can go through
receives special merit in so doing. When the Prince of Wales
was here on a visit some years ago he was able with the
help of one of his party to go through and so our girls must
needs try it also. Several went through very easily and
such shouts of laughter when others had difficulty getting
through have probably rarely been heard in those halls before.

I wish I could picture to you the

many busy scenes

various hotels— I wish you could realize

on the

floor without

a chair for a

how

at the

to sit
week, but even that
it feels

brings one nearer the students (no pun intended) and
makes for both fun and helpfulness.
I wish you could have gone down the Arashiyama river
for a short trip in the boats as we did, that you could have
seen the beauty of the rapids and the hills about, that you

I
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couid have sung with us the songs

we

all like to sing.

wish you could have gone up Mt. Hiesan, a high mountain in these regions, by cable car, as we did, and that you
might see the beauty of the surfbUhding country, and beautiful Lake Biwa.
Every day began with prayers just as we begin school,
and every day wa were thinking of those we had left beI

and remembering them in prayer.
And what will it mean to the girls? Happy memories of
the school days spent when they leave us, memories of all
these well known famous places in Japan, close communion
hind,

with teachers and friends, and with God — these last perhaps
the greatest things of all for them, and for this reason I
am glad that I could go with the class of 1928 on their
educational trip.
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Clover Hill, N. J.; Pfaus, Rocky Hill, N. J.; Van Dyke, Pine
Bush, N. Y.; Wullschleger, Philadelphia,Pa.; Dirksen, Johnstown, N. Y.; Doak, First Coxsackie, N. Y.; Gnade, Whitehouse, N. J.; Luidens, Churchville, Pa.; Shepherd, Middlebush, N. J.; Schoon, Park, Jersey City, N. J.; Soeter, Plainfield, N. J. ; Ten Hoeve, New Concord, N. Y. ; Chilton, Sqhedack, N. Y.; Mallery, Elmendorf Chapel, New York City.

On Wednesday

evening, December 5th, Dr. A. L. Warnshuis spoke before the student body. Dr. Warnshuis is at
present one of the General Secretaries of the Foreign Missions Conference of N. A. He told about the Jerusalem
Conference held last spring, its significance and the progress
that it recorded.

On Thursday

evening, December 6th, the Society of Inquiry

held an informal meeting for the purpose of more fully discussing the results of the recent Inter-Seminary Conference.

In Memory of Rev. J. Edward Lyall
On Sunday, October 28th, the Federated Community Church
of Millbrook, N. Y., unveiled a tablet to the memory of Rev.
Lyall, whose life and service made possible its
existence. In his case, as so often, the influence of a good
life is felt most strikingly after the earthly course has come
to an end. The many years of service as minister of the Reformed Church at Millbrook endeared Mr. Lyall to the entire
community, and after his death — largely through the influence of his spirit — the Federated Millbrook Church was
formed, into which the Reformed, Methodist and Friends organizations entered.
A beautiful building, the Lyall Memorial Church, has been
erected in the village of Millbrook, and the work of a community Church is carried on. The present minister of the
Church is Rev. Chalmers Holbrook, who is leading its work
with great efficiency and success.
The tablet was presented by Mr. and Mrs, Harry Harkness
Flagler, and was unveiled by Miss Agnes Lyall, a daughter
of Mr. Lyall. As a part of the ceremony Rev. William Bancroft Hill, D.D., spoke beautifully and fittingly of Mr. LyalTs
forty-one years of life and work at Millbrook. The inscription on the tablet reads as follows:

J.

At the preaching exercise held December 4th, Mr. Theodore
Schoon spoke on “Jesus’ Love of Sinners.” Considering the
difficulty of his subject, Mr. Schoon preached admirably.

Edward

To the Memory of

Cross Word Puzzle No. 44
4

3

Z

1

1852

Church, who by his ability and character endeared himself
to all in the community. During his long pastorate he
worked without ceasing for church unity, and It Is in large
part due to the seed thus sown and cultivated that this
Lyall Memorial Federated Church, which so fittingly bears
his
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the local Bergen County, N. J., news-

paper probably did not have the thought in mind, the issue
of November 28th was almost a Domestic Missions number
so far as Reformed Church news was concerned. The paper
gave generous space to recent events in the active suburban
churches in which the Board is interested. It also mentioned
plans they are making for neighborhood festivities and for
money raising — and for combinations of the two. An interesting note refers to the progress of the new building of the
Church on the Heights, Hackensack, of which Rev. F. W. A.
Sawitsky is pastor. This church moved last June from downtown Hackensack, and is now building in a new Suburb. The
basement is in shape so that it is used for worship. An especially attractive service on Thanksgiving morning was part
of Mr. Sawitaky’s carefully-laid plans for making his church
known and appreciated in its new surroundings. By Christthe entire building will probably be ready for use.

The preaching appointments on Sunday, December 9th,
were as follows: Becky, Trenton, N. J.; Brink, Second
Coxsackie, N. Y.; Kecskemety, Caldwell, N. J.; Licht, Hoboken, N. J.; Ritchie, West New Hempstead, N. Y.; Palen,

_

I

2b

i

H

I

-

H

34

48

35

40

39

I
1

45

49

53

52

Sb

55

54

^

33

44

43

51

50

ft
59

58

57

VERTICAL.

HORIZONTAL.
1.

Passed into the Great

5.
7.

An

Beyond

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

insect.

Covers with a viscous liquid.
11. Native state of central India.
18. An insect mentioned in Deuter-

onomy

:20.

7

15. Shop.
17. Donor.
18. Parent.
19. Free.
21. Heap.
22. A dye.
24. A port in Arabia.
26. Confederate General
27. A cubic meter.
29. A son of Shem.
31. Hard of hearing.
53. Ireland.
87. Attracted.
39. Growing out.
41. GirPs name.
43. Kill.
45. A Merarite. I Chronicles 24:27.
46. Coin.
48. Bond.
49. Article.
50. Persian poet. (Possessive.)
52. Depot.
54.

New Brunswick Seminary Notes
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Churches Get Generous Publicity

Though the Editor of
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into being.
Blessed are the pure in heart.
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JOHN EDWARD LYALL
Born, December 21,
Died, April 23, 1923
For forty-one years pastor of the Millbrook Reformed

*
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Redeem.

66. Furnisher of provision.
57. Narrow strip of wood.
68. Wife of Lamech.
69. Minister of West Farms,

Church.

N. Y.,

Set in order.
Whole.
Man’s name.
Fitted with dormer windows.
Exist.

Exclamation.
Stumble.

8. The Incus.
9. Staggered.
10.

As Chaucer spells

1.4.

King of Bashan.

16. Conceal.
19. Sun god.
20. Take
23. “Though they be

out.

Street

.

. . . like

crim-

son.’*

25. Nostril.
28. Parts of the head.
80. Pastor.
32. Experienced a sensation.
34. Seise.
35. Checkers.
36. Beast.
38. Delay.
40. Slattern. (Colloquial.)
41. Aromas.
42. A river of Damascus. (Bible.)'
44. Pronoun. (Biblical form.)
47. Friendly.
61. Thus.
52. Elementary English. (Abbr.)
55. Parent
56. Note of scale.

BOARD OF EDUCATION, R.
25 East 22nd

straw.

12. Concerning.

- - - -

C. A.

New York

City
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The Challenge of Opportunity
By

Rev. J. Harvey

Murphy,

1I7E HAVE passed through the season

”

are on the threshhold of the season

D.D.

of Thanksgiving, and

when we

A

Century-Old Scrap of Paper

rejoice and

are thankful to God for His Unspeakable Gift. Very naturally we should ask, — “What shall I render unto the Lord for

His benefits toward me?”
The whole Church is apprehensive as to whether we will
reach this year's Benevolent Goal of $1,100,000. And as
Jesus sits over against the treasury, I fear that He, too,
wonders. This is a day of good tidings; we do not do well
if we hold our peace. This is the day when the fields are
white to harvest. Intercessors are the greatest need, and
Jesus has bid us pray the Lord that He will send forth laborers into His harvest. This is the day of abundant material
possessions. The Lord hath not dealt so with any nation.
We are but stewards. We need to bring all the tithes into
the storehouse, but first we need to give ourselves to the Lord,
and to lay by, as God hath prospered us. It seems a tragedy
that the Denominational Benevolent Goal has never been
all

reached.
My thought gathers about two centers; the Denominational
Headquarters, and the Local Church.
1.

The Church House.

The

following letter received lately caused much
rejoicing at the Board of Education headquarters. It
was written on a piece of paper over one hundred years
old. It contains an interesting suggestion.

“Dear Friends of the Board of Education:

“This piece of paper is over 100 years old. So
are you. It has worn well. So have you. Feel of it.
Let the light shine through it. It is free from blemish
and firm of texture. So are you. It is a pleasure to
give to tried and proven friends like you.

But how wm I to attain distinction us a Centurion?
The first places seem to be all taken. The first individual— the first Church— the first Classis. How can
I be first? I have it. Mine shall be the first family.
There are five of us. Here is a Centurion for each.
Oh, that my example may prove an inspiration to
some of our brethren with families of fourteen plus!”

A

Has

not the time arrived when it should be called to the
attention of the Officers and Members of the various Boards
when their Churches fall way behind in benevolent giving?

Has not the time arrived when the Classical Agents should
be approached when their churches fail to measure up to
average benevolent giving? Have we a right to expect the
masses

thing wherein the leaders fail ?
Has not the time arrived when all the Boards and Funds
should prepare “suggested programs,” informational and inspirational helps on their work to be used by Missionary
Societies, Bible Schools (graded instruction), and Young Peo-

—

Friend.

THE FULL BUDGET FOR ALL THE BOARDS!
This Would Mean From Churches and

Individuals

$113J00 For Education

to excel in the

Send all contributions for Ministerial
and Medical Missionary Student Aid
or for the Educational Institutions to

ple's Groups?

Has not the time arrived when

the Boards and Funds
should earnestly ask, — “Is there a spirit of harmonious cooperation in our midst?” Should not the Board of Foreign
Missions (or any other Board) be just as anxious that the
Church Building Fund (or any other Fund) shall get its full
budget askings as it should be concerning its own? Should
not the Women's Boards be just as anxious about the success
of the Board of Education appeal as they are about their
own? “Look not every man upon his own things, but every
man also on the things of others.” Our Boards should never
be so full of themselves as to crowd out the others. Being
full of Self always brings it about that there is no room for
Christ. The Missionary responsibility and opportunity of the
Reformed Church is one project. Can it be possible that
there ever exists at 25 East 22nd Street a spirit of selfishness
or rivalry or jealousy? Co-operative team work is needed.
The slogan needs to be, — “For the glory of the Christ, and
for the honor of the Church in its whole program.”
Has the time arrived when we need a publicity and a financial expert, — or one or more outstanding successful ministers, — who shall be pressed into service to make from Church
Headquarters vital contacts with local churches, Consistories
and Church Members? It would seem to be economy to
employ one, two or five such men who would concentrate on
this work to produce immediate results. The task is too
great for the Secretary of the Progress Council who, though
able and willing, has many other tasks. The Board Secretaries have their regular work to carry out.
Has not the time come when the young men and the young
women of our churches should be approached and challenged
with the responsibility of the work of all the Boards and
Funds of our Church?
Has not the time come when the Women's Boards shall put
their whole requirement in their Budget Askings ? Is it fair
to the local Church and the other Boards when they say they
need so many dollars and then make appeals to all Missionary
Societies through their Classical Agents for thousands of
dollars worth of supplies? Is that playing the game? If
the Women’s Boards are to receive a certain percentage of
missionary funds, should they not waive some of their former
prerogatives and methods. Should they insist on a “take
all policy,” or should theirs be one of “give and take?”

-

BOARD OF EDUCATION,

all

25 East 22nd

2.

Street

-

R. C. A.

New York

City

The Local Church.

It would seem reasonable to expect that the local Church
should insist on carrying its proportionate share of the load

The ‘per

capita” giving in the churches of the Eastern
Classes is lamentably small. Surely the resources of the East
are as great as those of any other section. Are we willing
to admit that our interest and loyalty are lacking? If we
put more sons and daughters into the Lord’s work, would we
make larger gifts? The treasure and the heart are in the

same place.
It would seem necessary that the local Church should use
its Ladies’ Missionary Society and its Church League for
Service as educational and inspirational agencies. As at
present constituted they are the only organized and active
agencies we possess. The Church Schools of Religion are
only just making a beginning in graded missionary study and
in systematic benevolent giving. The young and older men
are not organized for service. Does it not seem necessary
that the local Church shall besiege the Church Boards for
usable literature so as to be able to set before its entire
membership the whole denominationalproject? The pulpit
appeal has its place, but it must be remembered that the
minister talks, on an average, only to about 30%-40% of his

membership each week.
would seem to be necessary that the local Church should
insist upon a “Quota.” Since there is no compulsion in the
Reformed Church there can be no penalty if the local Church
fails to reach or refuses to accept it. But there should be
an “apportionment”which should represent what each Church
might be expected to accept if it would bear its share of the
load. Tiince ours is an “honor system,” it would seem that
the local Church should accept bigger responsibility, — yea,
even the seeming impossible. In determining the “apportionment” these principles might be considered basic:
1. The apportionment for the local Church shall not be less
than the gift made in any previous year.
2. The apportionment shall not be less than the amount obIt

tained by considering the denominational per capita average.
3. That the local Church shall be expected to show its
growth in spiritual things by accepting a larger apportion-

ment each succeeding year.
not true, perhaps, that the members of the Consistory
and congregation in the local Church do not know definitely
their obligation and what they are doing to meet it? I am
convinced that many people would resent it, if they knew that
the total of their gifts, falling so far short of the average,
reflected on their loyalty to the Church and to Christ and on
their ability to give. This should be food for thought on the
part of ministers and Consistories where there has been but
a small response. Where is there, in our whole denomination, that Church that cannot reach the average in benevolent
giving? Do we realize that to raise $1,100,000 would require
an average weekly per member gift of only fourteen cents
($.14) ? On that basis what Church would ask to be excused
Shall we call the roll of churches?
Instead of there being a Crusade to work up enthusiasm
that will result in a decision to unite with the Reformed
Church in the United States,— a Church, that meets only 507o
of our average per capita giving, — or with any other E\angelical Body, should there not be inaugurated a Crusade that
will result in our going over the top this year in benevolent
eiving? The resources of our churches are sufficient to raise
twice the amount of our Benevolent Goal, and that result will
be obtained when we seriously face the situation and bend
Is it

A GOOD STEP
Last June General Synod voted that
the income of the Disabled Ministers’
Fund should be largely increased.

The following letter shows the way:

“The Consistory of West Leyden
arrange the percentage of
their benevolences according to the
direction of General Synod, so that
the Disabled Ministers’ Fund shall
have 3.5 per cent and the Widows’

will gladly

.

our backs to the

task.

We need more

Generous giving everywhere to this
Fund would make possible more generous aid to orphans, widows and
ministers.

...

who can keep rank and who will
make David’s Son King. (I thron-

12:38.)

THE MINISTERS’ FUND

L

Reformed Church

Special Meeting of Passaic Classis

i

in

25 East 22nd Street,

The Classis of Passaic met in special session in the Central
Church of Paterson, N. J., on Monday, December 3rd, at 2:30
P. M. In the absence of the President, Rev. F. S. Wilson pres

1.2 per cent.”

soldiers

have a perfect heart to
icles

Fund

America

New York

tied

The pastoral relation between Rev. Claus Olandt and the
Church of Lincoln Park was dissolved, to take effect February 1st, 1921). Rev. J. Sietsema was appointed Supervisor of
the Lincoln Park Church. The Church Extension Committee,
with the addition of Rev. A. W. De Jonge, was instructed to
investigate conditions in Lincoln Park Church.
A call of the First Church of Lodi, N. J., upon Rev. J. J.

Burggraaff, Sr., of Vesper, Wisconsin, was approved. Rev.
Simon Blocker and Rev. J. Sietsema, with Elder R. Van Hme,
were appointed as a committee with power to receive Mr.
Burggraaff, and to arrange for his installation,if he should
accept the call, as seemed very probable.
A request to elicit the opinion of Classis in regard to a
proposed mission for the Jews in Passaic was tabled until
such session of Classis when more members would be present
and when there would be a better opportunity for discussion.

John Sietsema, S.

A Brave

Little

C.

Church

at Kiskatom.)
of the

Kiskatom Church, in the

vided by the Consistory of the Catskill Church.
The congregation faces the future with confidence, believing that God will prosper the work of their hands, and that
a new church building will soon stand on the site which is

now

a heap of ashes.

Hope College Notes
Chapel exercises on Monday, November 26th, were led by
Prof. Wm. Richards. On Tuesday the leader was Mr. Wooley,
Secretary of the League of Evangelical Students. He told
about the eighteen chapters of this League now organized in
eight colleges and ten theological seminaries of this country.
On Wednesday morning the exercises were conducted by
Prof. H. Hager, and were appropriate to Thanksgiving Day.
School sessions were suspended on Thursday and Friday for
u ~ •./filial' TVianL convince vacation.

(Our readers are aware of the disaster that befell the Kiskatom, N. Y., Church a few weeks ago, when the venerable
building was consumed by fire. Such a catastrophe sometimes paralyzes those who must face a rebuilding, but the
men and women of Kiskatom are of another order. Rev.
Donald Boyce, Synodical Missionary, writes a decidedly encouraging description about the way they are taking hold.
Please note the reference to the varnished pulpit. That little detail may be typical of the thorough way they do things

The congregation

sand-papered and varnished. A well-worn kitchen table
served for the communion vessels. Hymn books were pro-

Classis

of Greene, a few days after their church building had burned

to the ground with all its furnishings, met at the home of
one of the members. At this meeting it was resolved to
build a new building, and also to have the regular services
of worship in the parsonage on the Lord’s Days.
On Sunday morning, December 2nd, a goodly number of
members gathered in the parsonage to celebrate the quarterly
communion. This was conducted by Rev. Donald Boyce. One
of the officers had secured a discarded pulpit, which he had

On Tuesday evening the green caps and ties of the Freshmen were burned and Freshmen rules abolished. A basketgame was played between Hope and 7th Reformed Church
of Grand Rapids. The score was 14 to 27, in favor of Hope.
The Freshman and Sophomore teams then played a game
which ended 20 to 18, in favor of the Freshmen.
ball

At a meeting of representatives of College Glee Clubs, held
at Lansing, it was decided to have a Spring Festival next
year instead of a contest, since “Hope always won the contest anyway.”
The Milestone Staff held its meeting at the home of Prof,
and Mrs. Paul E. Hinkamp on Monday evening, November
26th. After the meeting puzzles were enjoyed and refreshments were served.
The Pre-Medic Club met on Wednesday evening, November
14th in the Addison Room. Wilber Vander Schaaf read a
paper on “Birth Control” and Walter Hyink one on “Hydrophobia.” Active discussion followed.

804

Cfce CEttetitn IntglUgencet and qptwton iFlelO December
iods of language study (Japanese) ev

Remember

12,

1928

!

ary week. On Thursday evenings and
Sunday mornings I have a class of young
The Young Women’s Budget for l!*28men in Bible. Besides, I am starting 1929 includes Japan.
Girl Scout work with some of the “Y”
girls, and am coaching basketball two Salary of Japanese Teacher in
hours every afternoon. How I do enjoy
Ferris Seminary ......... $ 600
it all!
Bible Women and Evangelistic
Work .................... $1,850

Pen Pictures of Our Newest
Recruit to Japan
Famous for
Sea which

Send contributions to
Miss Anna F. Bacon,
:

25 E. 22nd

its beauty is the Inland

two larger
islands of the Japanese Empire. At the
north side of the western entrance to
the sea is the city of Shimonoseki, and
high up on a hill overlooking the town,

St.,

Treas.,

New York, N. Y.

-

i

lies between the

Avoid the Christmas Rush!
DO YOUR SHOPPING NOW!
No pushing, no pulling, no hurrying,
no scurrying!
Just send an order to the Young

the sea, and the Straits, is "Baiko Jo
Gakuin,” a union school of about 370
girls, formed by Sturges Seminary of
our Reformed Church Mission and a
small Presbyterian school. To this
school our newest missionary to Japan,
Helen Ruth Zander, has been appointed.
What does a girl do when she goes
to a Mission Field? How does she begin? The general plan is to study the
language for the first year, quite steadily. But it often happens, when there
is a shortag e of workers, that she cannot

Women’s Department, 25 East 22nd

St.,

N. Y. City, for Service Calendars to
mailed to your friends.
Price 35c or 8 for $1.00.

For Christmas

b«

Gifts-

Bibles - Testaments - Portions
Of Every Kind - In Every Language
For Home - Church - School - Missionary Work

AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY

be given full time for that upon arrival.
So it has been with Miss Zander. “Last week I went with the girls and
Sturges Seminary was waiting for her two other coaches to an athletic meet.

Our

girls lost, but went

down

Viiit or Writs Nearest

Agency

New York - Nnr York Colored - Philadelphia
Washington • Richmond • Cincinnati- Chicago
Dalian - Denver - San Francisco

fighting,

so there was no cause for discourage- SELL'S BIBLE
BOOKS
ment. That was a wonderful trip for
(300,000 SOLO)
me, as it threw me upon the little JapanJUST OUT— Studies of Great Bible Cities. IS
ese I have learned, for none in the party vote., cloth, 7fic each ; paper, 50c. Send for List
could speak much English, and it gave P. I. inOL Cl. 151 Fifth Aft. M. T. sat 851 Csss St. Chtcif •
me a contact with the girls which is impossible elsewhere. Athletics show the
real spirit of the girl, and they do so

STUDY

appreciate foreigners’ interest. As we
were leaving the athletic field we
watched the wrestling— the thing that
struck me particularly was the fact that
before the fighting, each one took a handful of salt, threw it on the ground and

stamped on

it;

PELOUBET’S

SELECT NOTES
''TiV.'.V;.1'

H WEI

“Later I saw salt on a doorstep leading into a temple. I was having a new
to take the place of Miss Florence Walvision of Te are the salt of the earth;
oord, who is on furlough. A few exbut if the salt have lost is savour . .
tracts from her first letter will be of
it is cast out and trodden under foot.’
interest, especially to those who know
The thought came to my mind, ‘Did
her, including the members of Camp
Christ mean that we were like salt in the
Eendracht last summer.
sense of purifying the earth for the
After telling of her trip to the Coast
coming of His Kingdom?’ It seems
through the Canadian Rockies, and the
queer to stop and meditate upon such
calm ocean voyage, she writes:
thoughts at a wrestling match, but so
"Upon arriving we went to the moun- many of the new things I have been
tains for a week, where I met most of seeing here have been clarifying certhe Mission family. That was indeed a tain passages, and seem to bear a mespleasant week.
sage straight from the Father of Light.
“Japan, I think, is so fascinating It is all so wonderful.
everywhere. The people are so interest- “I am so happy to be in real service
ing. How I love these little girls here for Him, and need your prayers as I
at Baido, and the teachers, too.
am out here in His great harvest field
*'I have twenty teaching hours, in- especially in working with young men;
cluding Composition, Reading, Gram- I do so long that the Holy Spirit may
mar, History and Singing, most of it speak in those classes.”
with the post-graduate girls, (in Eng7s it worth while? Will each one who
giish), three Japanese translation teach- reads share in Miss Zanders’ splendid
ers come to me for English Literature work as she requests f» that last paraone hour a week, then I have two pers. A. B.
.

—
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The Confessions of a Puzzled Parson,

and

Other Pleas fot Reality. By Charles
Fiske, Bishop ot Central New York.

Many

a parson has been puzzled, and
sometimes penitent, but this particular
parson proves less puzzled, — and penitent —.than the title he has chosen for
his book would lead us to expect. . He
seems to know just where he stands, to
be pretty well satisfied with his position
and to have a clear idea as to his likes
and dislikes. His dislikes abound. Executive secretaries, the Eighteenth Am-

Jansenists and the Jesuits. Its metaphysical aspect appears in the conflicting
systems of Leibnitz and Spinoza. It is
involved in the assault of Hume's skepticism upon the views of natural religion
set forth by Butler, Paley and others.
It assumes a new phase with the emergence of the mechanistic theories of the
nineteenth century, the breakdown of the
associationist psychology, and the revolution in physics brought about by the formulation of the electron theory. It takes
on fresh importance in the light of the
new principles which mathematics and
physics have formulated to interpret the
phenomena of nature,— notably Einstein's
theory of relativity. Finally, the problem

^pdment, the Anti-Saloon League, the
Y. M. C. A., Christian pacifists, the
Lord's Day Alliance, and a host of “uphave disturbed
his serenity, and he hits out at them
smartly. Ill advised church methods, the
dull ineptitude of large blocks of the
clergy, and the duller inadequacy of larger blocks of the laity complicate his
troubles and come in for their share of

lifters,” of varied stripes,

knocks.
Yet his gentle fury has fine purpose.
He would recall the Church to its true
function, would lead it to an appreciation
of its real sources of

ano

power, and so would

restore it to its position of commanding
influence. He has good chapters on creeds

805
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becomes acute in the face of the phe-

nomena of

living activity, which one
school of scientists accounts for by seeking to reduce all the phenomena of life
and consciousness to the law of the equivalence of action and reaction, while the
other interprets all the phenomena of nature in accordance with the law of freedom, as it is experienced in the spontaneity and self determining character of
the activity of the individual.

This book well repays intent and
thoughtful perusal. Especially is it to
be commendied as a corrective to the ex-

treme behavioristic theories which seem
to attract m*py minds today. (The Macmillan

Company,

$1.76.)

Holiday Gift Books
AT

ALL,

BOOKSELLERS
PARKER HORD'S

CAROLINE ATWATER
MASON’S

FIRST NOVEL

LATEST WORK

A Youth Goes Forth

Royton Manor
The author of •‘The High Way" (which
sold edition after edition in record breaking order) has an equally challengingstory

of love and marriage under perplexing
modern conditions. Illustrated. $2.00

Rousing action, vivid coloring and realisup a fascinating
tale of the personal side of David, the
Israelite King, his loves, his disappointments. and his
$2.00

tic full-stage effects make

triumphs.

and Christian unity, and on Christian
loyalty and church liberality; he gives a

frank and wholesome discussion of marriage, permanent, temporary and companionate; he concludes with a hopeful
considerationof the new home and the

ROBERT

N.

ARTHUR

MCLEAN’S

Japan

That Mexican

His writing is characterizedby

a

BROWN'S

World

of

Today

WiU Roger* says: "It’s fine and differand will do a lot of good for both
peoples. I like it. You didn’t need my

Dr. Sidney L. Guliek says: No other
work compares with this for Tullnew
of information, accuracy of statement and

$2.00

fairness of attitude. It should find a place
in every
Illustrated. $8.75

ent.

woman.

in the

J.

introduction.” Illustrated.

bright style and engaging candor. His
book makes an interesting contribution
to the growing literature of church criti-

single

library.

MINGCHIEN J. BAU'S

ISABELLE BROWN ROSE'S

China and World Peace

Diana Drew

cism from within. (Charles Scribner's
Sons, $2.)

The Unique Status of Man. By H.
WiMon

Dr. Ban's latest work is a distinct conan understanding of seething,

tribution to

ambitious, forward-lookingChina Of today.
$2.00

Carr.

Th.s book deals with the problem of
freewill. Speaking as a teacher of philosophy, rather than an exponent of

RALPH

n

the following propositions at the outset

HENRY

run

treatment: Christianity is the
talizing movement which has given
direction to modern philosophy; the

of his

vi-

Latest

in-

to nature.

The
is

theological aspect of the problem

shown to be implicit in Paul's doctrine

of justification by faith and to emerge
typically in the controversy between the

$2.00

DILLON

The Latest “Brain Teaser"

WALLACE'S

By W. D.

Danger
Ahead!
A

second

' vol-

____ of Ben and
ume
Dixie's New Adventure Series of

which

Latest

With Paper Folding

terest of Christianity is the philosophical

mind

readers.

BARBOUR’S

its

idea which is expressed in its history;
the problem of freewill is essentially the
problem of Christianity; it originated in
the Christian conception of man's relation to God; it first became explicit in the
development of Christian doctrine; it
was involved in the philosophicalinterpretation of history which Paul made the
ground of the Christian revelation; it
was taken over by philosophy, at the
Reformation; in modern thought it has
been transformed from a problem of the
individual soul into the more general, but
profounder problem of the relation of

circle of

YOUNG FOLK'S DEPARTMENT

Carr lays down

Christianity, Professor

Hundreds-of- thousand readers have enjoyed her fascinating tales and her new
novel will add to her rapidly increasing

Heading

North was

the

forerunner.
Illustrated. $2.00

MURRAY

and F. J. RIGNEY
it? A new and f»»c\n-

H<yw did they think of
ating diversion is now opened up for

who like
pussies and “indoor sports." Amusements for
young and old for hospitals, sanitariums, kindergarten work, and “shut-ins" everywhere. Ulus,

trated with

Diagrams.

Jolly Book of

New Gaines

By WALLACE DUNBAR VINCENT
Just as amusing as the “Rainy-Day Book of
Games," and even more so. Each game is new,
fresh and
Fully Illustrated.$1.50

amusing.

158 Fifth

and

$2.00

Fleming H. Revell Company,
NEW YORK—

With Dog

all

Avenue. CHICAGO—

A new

Wallace

story that appeals

to every

r e d -

blooded boy.
Illustrated. $2.00

Publishers

851 Cass Street
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“WONDERFUL”

JTormn of

jBrlljniiB
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND

YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES
Conducted by Rbv. Abram Dubyib

Wonderful love does Jesus show,

“COUNSELLOR”
When my

Boards

Church

|

GENERAL SYNOD— Rtv. Malcolm J. MacLeod.
D.D., President, 1 West 48th Street, New York
City. Rev. Henry Lockwood, D.D., Stated Clerk,
38 Ivy Avenue. Englewood, N. J.. to whom ill
communications for General Synod should be tent.
Rev. James M, Martin, D.D., Permanent Clerk.
Holland. Mich. Mr. James S. Polhemus, Treasurer, 26 East 22nd Street. New York City.

Jesus, blessed Jesus!

Christian Endeavor Topic
For Sunday, December 23, 1928

Officers of

Wonderful grace He doth bestow;
Wonderful peace in Him I know.
Wonderful! He is always near,
Wonderful! I have naught to fear.
Wonderful is His voice to hear,

soul is fain and thirsty, 'neath

BOARD OF DIRECTION — Mr. Wm L. Brower
the shadow of His wing
President:Rev. Joseph R. Duryee, D.D., Mr. Joftn
There is cool and pleasant shelter, and M. Kyle, Mr. Wm. G. Gaston, Mr. Chas. L. Liv.
ingston, Mr. Percy Ballantine. Directors; Mr.
Luke 2:1-14
a fresh and crystal spring;
James S. Polhemus, Treasurer.
And my Saviour rests beside me, as we
(Suggestions for Leaders)
BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS— Rev.
hold communion sweet;
Frank B. Seeley, D D., President ; Rev. S. Vandcr
As this is to be largely a song and
Werf, D.D.. Field Secretary ; Rev. James S. Kittell.
story service it will be arranged with If I tried I could not utter what He says D.D.,
Secretary ; Mr. Charles W. Osborne. Treaswhen thus we meet.
urer.
that thought in mind. Select seven or
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A New

Commentary on Holy Scripture the Criticism of the Pentateuch,” “Advice wardly digesting’ the Holy Scriptures;
to the Ordinary Reader of the Historical and in particular if it is not of service
Including the Apocrypha. Edited by
Books,” “The Geography of the Holy to the ministers of religion in that ‘daily
Bishop Charles Gore, Rev. Henry
Leighton Goudge, D.D., and
Alfred Guillaume, M. A.

Printed on India paper, this substantial volume of 1,624 pages is light enough
to hold conveniently in the hand while
consulting it. Its contents, however, are
substantial enough to drive away any
idea of lightness, for it really is a much

more comprehensive book than its title
would imply. * Bishop Gore’s name is
quite familiar to all American scholars,
and his is the directing mind as general
editor. Dr. Goudge is Regius Professor
at Oxford University, and to him was
assigned the oversight of the

New

Testa-

ment and Apocrypha. Professor Guillame has the chair of Hebrew and Oriental languages at Durham University. A
full half hundred scholars of the Church
of England, with two from the General
Seminary of New York, of the Protestant

Land,” “The Gentile Background of Early reading and weighing of the Scriptures’
Christianity,”“The Synoptic Problem,” to which they are pledged, and by which
“The Virgin Birth of Our Lord,” “The alone they can hope to wax riper and
Constitution of the Church in the New stronger in their ministry.”
Testament,” “The Chronology of the New
And yet, recognizing the many varieTestament,” and a number of other inter- ties of modern criticism, the editors are
esting and instructive topics.
quite anxious that their possible readers
As the editors confess in the preface, shall know their own point of view, for
“This Commentary is written by Angli- they proceed, “There is a great deal of
can scholars who, while holding their modern biblical criticism which is infaith, are determined in approaching the spired by a spirit so obviously hostile to
books to give their critical faculty, in- the Christian faith as to leave no room
structed by all the means within their for real appreciation of the books. But
power, its full and rightful freedom. It it is not this sort of criticism which readis hardly necessary to say that they have ers will find in this Commentary.”
not found the results of legitimate critiA word should be said concerning the
cism to conflict with the Catholic faith, commentary on the Apocrypha. Far too
though, believing, as they do, that criti- many Christians are utterly unaware of
cism is a progressive science, and in the the value of these expurgated books.
main a new science, their conclusions do They contain some noble utterances and
very often differ from those which have in any study of Jewish history they bebeen traditional.”
come almost indispensable. The article
With such a statement in mind, it will “Environment Social, Political, Intellect!,
be understood what the attitude of the ual and Religious, of Israel from Macca-

Episcopal Church, are responsible for the
various books. Hence, the point of view writers is, so far as the critical examinais that of the modem churchman. In ad- tion of the documents goes, but there is
dition to the Commentary itself, which is also the clear statement “though the hisprepared for the ordinary man, and not torical and archaeologicalimportance of
the scholar, there are' a number of in- the books is immense, it is the spiritual
forming articles on special topics, in- use of them which is their proper use,
cluding the introductions to the Testa- and it is principally to this spiritual use
ments and the individual books, together of the Bible that we intend our Commenwith essays on such subjects as “The tary to minister. We shall have fallen
Bible in the Church,” by Bishop Gore quite short of our aim if it does not lead
himself, “The Function of Literary and all those who study it onwards from
Historical Criticism,” “Introduction to ‘reading, marking and learning’ to ‘in-
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