i927
er time

K

!

r<r

cation.,

*

*

-

1

^
'

s

I

iNS

1

1

Christian Intel

~

;

*'

Kn

anb

Jlission Jfte
PUBUSHED WEEKLY BY THE REFORMED CHURCH
Oc*

XCVIIL No. 62
•Whole Number 5084
VoL

Editorial and Business Ofiee: 28 East 22nd Street, New Y<
Publication Oflee. KMscfleU Park. N. J.

a Year in Advance

6 Cents a Copy

Wednesday, December 28, 1927

Roads To Bethlehem
HI. The Way of the Loving Heart
IT is passing strange, as a contjnuous phenomenon, that the
* world is ever seeking a way to Bethlehem. The centuries
come and go, empires rise and fall, nations wax and wane,
but still the road is filled with chariots and horses, pilgrim
plodders and eager merchants, serried ranks and solitary
wanderers, all bent on seeing Bethlehem and the memorials
of the One who ‘came so long ago. But Him they do not see,
for not to soldiers or sages, or merchants or princes, is the
given. Might, rank, culture, as such, do not carry with
them the right to see Him. “Their eyes were holden that
they should not know Him.”
Let us for a little while picture the road on a certain day
toward evening in the long,' long ago. Travelers there are,
for it is a confusing time. Rome has decreed a census, and
families must register at the place of their origin. The
travelers therefore go as families, each walking by itself.
See the little group of two, the man leading the beast upon
which sits a patient figure, a woman longing for Bethlehem.
The feet of the ass patter along, the steps of the man keeping
pace, and in his eyes a searching for landmarks, for walls,
for Bethlehem. The night is coming on and the shadows
lengthen as the travelers reach the desired haven and the
search begins for a resting place. The crowds already arrived have obtained all the accommodations,but a place must
be found, and the half cave, half khan, stable, with its places
for cattle, is the only shelter possible. There the weary journey ends, and Bethlehem comes to its own, and hails its King.
What is it that differentiates this group from so many
others? This, — the pair came not with consciousness of
power, or wealth or knowledge. They had no desire for gain
or merit. They came in obedience to the command of a secular edict which all unconsciously fulfilled the ancient prophecies and thus did God’s will. But back in Nazareth, far
to the north, they had learned to love one another, and all
their journey they brought that precious possession. What
cared they for the rigors of the road, the rebuffs and the
oaths of rude men? Their wants were few, and if hunger
threatened or thirst parched their throats they still could
walk in company. The way of the loving heart is the only
one that leads to the sight of the Eternal Child.
It would serve no good purpose to call attention to the
vain journeyings of men in all the centuries, as they have
sought Bethlehem and its Child. Indeed, the multitudes who
today travel thither cannot be enumerated. But the old
types still persist, and soldiers still march along the road,
and sages still bring their gifts and the scholars still offer
sight
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their explanations

none of them

and wistfully seek to discover Him. To

for they lack the ability to see
Him. Their eyes are holden, out of focus, for they are looking for a palace, or a fortress or a school of wisdom, and
they overlook the manger. But among them also go those
with loving hearts, poor in this world’s goods, weak, perhaps,
physically, ignorant, possibly, of the scholar’s store of wisdom, but in their breasts throbbing hearts filled with love.
And it is they who see the wondrous sight — the Eternal Child.
The dearest promise that is given to us in this world is one
which tells us that “we shall see Him even as He is.” But
not only in the coming time, when the present order of the
universe is done away, shall those who love Him see Him,
but now, in these days, loving hearts of every nation can
and do see Him. Not only the great multitudes whose faith
has been transmitted to them through the centuries by their
fathers’ vision of the Child, but in every nation, as in apostolic days, devout men find the way of the loving heart the
sure approach to the sight of Him. The careless world does
not know the stories from every land which tell of Africans,
Indians, Chinese, cannibals, lepers and criminals, rich and
poor, chiefs and untouchables, coming with the longing cry,
“Sir, we would see Jesus,” as did those Greeks of old. But
we know, and rejoice that so many are seeing Him, and are
rejoicing in the sight.
It is this that makes the Christmas season so wonderful.
With all the feverish rush of the holiday, with its presents
and functions, its display and its frivolity, there is given,
nevertheless, to those highly favored ones whose hearts have
been touched with the love of God,— the sight of the Child.
In quiet rooms, in countryside churches, in lonely missions,
in hospitals, to youth, to strong men and those bowed with
age,— to all whose hearts are filled with love He shows Himself in the beauty of the new born Child. This is no rhapsody,
but the experience of those who “know whom they believe,”
men and women who realize His presence in their daily tasks,
who even now, with the new year so close at hand, are praying and planning for His service as it may be entrusted to
them in the days beyond.

May

is sight given,

Eternal Child go with us as we peer
into 1928. May it abide with us when we come to face the
unknown experiences, the new tasks, the further calls, and
may we always remember Kipling’s summary,
this sight of the

The tumult and the

shouting dies;
The captains and the kings depart;
Still stands Thine ancient sacrifice,
An humble and a contrite heart. *

I
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Processional
cease,

of Peace!

Turn us from our wicked ways,
From trust in guns and lethal shell,

From diplomats with
And

tricky phrase,

secret covenants with hell.

0 King

of Kings, give us release,

Thy Kingdom come, 0 Prince of

A newer age

calls us

Peace.

anew

To wiser ways of truth and

The people

love,

and not the few,
Shall voice the will of God above.
0 King of Kings, Thy rule increase,
Thy Kingdom come, 0 Prince of Peace.
—Rev. John Stevenson Allen, D.D.
all,

The End of Another Volume
By the Editor

TIHE

A

An Unfortunate Jumble

regrets that through some unknown process
(which may be imagined as originating in the composing department,) his editorial of last week got off to a very bad
start. What he wrote at the beginning was:
“The story of the coming of the Wise Men from the Par
East in search of the King whose star had guided them all
their journey, has but little unity with the rest of the record
of the birth of Jesus. It might, without disrespect, be called
an episode which does not affect the plot of the story.”
A comparison with the printed page will show that somehow one line was omitted and another inserted twice. It b
very unfortunate, but perhaps we will be able to survive and
try to do better in the new volume.

The vision splendid; hear again

Thy Kingdom come, 0 Prince

December 28, 1927

The Editor

Lift up your eyes and now "behold

What sibyl, seer and bard foretold,
What angels sang above the plain:
0 King of Kings, make wars to

iFlem

plan of having a short series of editorials for the

weeks of the month has made it impossible to use the
editorial page for any comment on the year now so rapidly
rushing away into the past. But at the risk of not being
read the Editor wishes to put down in such fashion that it
may be seen by any who care a few thoughts derived from
the recollections of the twelve months which close on Decemlast

ber 31st.
The Providence of God, His goodness and care, are chiefest
in mind. When we are young and strong,— and inexperienced,
—we are apt to believe that our life is dependent upon our
own unaided efforts, our inherited and acquired ability and
our friendly relations with the universe. But as the years
make their circuits we come to realize the presence and activity of One who becomes more and more, as we permit Him,
a Helper and Guide.
In the particular “job” which the Reformed Church en-

Church paper,— the
presence of God has been realized in 1927. His help is
freely recognized. If only we were more receptive to the
promptings of His Spirit the influence of the paper would
trusts to the Editor,— the editing of the

be greater, but such as it is is due to His leading.
The year has been a troubled one in all the world. Floods,
storms, disasters, rumors of wars, have been common. The
growth of disrespect to men’s law, the flouting of God’s laws,
the rise of material prosperity at the expense of spiritual
peace, the rapid increase of wealth among those who have
previously been poor, all these are antagonistic to the calm,
unswerving dependence on the Lord which an elder generation
possessed.

Yet, we thank God for those who abide faithful. Our circulation is our only means of determining how many remain
true to the old standards, and it holds to almost the same
figure as for the past three years. The Christian Intelligencer AND Mission Field cannot expect any phenomenal
rise in circulation, for its contents are not attractive or interesting to any save those who are vitally interested in the
progress of Christ’s Kingdom upon earth. But we rejoice
that amid all the changes of residence and loss of interest
because of them the average circulation does not fall.
We hope that the topics which have' been brought to the
attention of our readers have stimulated their zeal for the
affairs of our denominationalwork, and enlarged the horrzofts of their sympathy. And with this hope we are content
to go forward.

The Arabian Mission Makes

Its

Budget

By Rev. H. A. Bilkert
(In the last issue appeared the full statement of the appropriations made by the Board of Foreign Missions for the
year 1928. These appropriations were on approximately the
same basis as they have been for several years, barely maintaining established work and failing to make provision for
advance.- As a large portion of the budget goes for salaries
of native workers, which are usually on a graded and rising
scale, it will be seen that to hold the appropriations for Mission Work stationary means the necessity to cut down at
some points. The following letter has been received from Rev. H. A.
Bilkert, Secretary of the Arabian Mission, giving a graphic
picture of some of the sessions of their Annual Meeting after
receipt of cabled information from the Board as to the total
budget sanctioned for 1928.)

TIHE matter of

Appropriations for 1928 consumed the

ter part of three sessions.

We go

bet-

into committee of the

whols for these discussions and the Treasurer calls the roll
of the stations and the classes of work in each. Previous to
the meeting we have all drawn up our estimates, and I do
not think that anyone, after the lean years we have been
passing through, enters any figure beyond the minimum commensurate with the growing work and dignity of the cause
of Christ’s

Kingdom

in

Arabia. After the

first roll call the

Treasurer reports the discrepancy between our estimates and
the amount the Board has been able to appropriate. Then
comes a period of voluntary offers from those in work to
reduce their askings, the period when we sacrifice once more
our little schemes for advance. This year I was asking for
Rs. 50 that I might rent a more suitable Bible shop. Others
had like hopes that they wished might be fulfilled this year.
But all of these were quickly disposed of when we saw how
short we were. After that there was another roll call and
that very painful paring process began, the process which
cuts away not our hopes, but oftentimes the present work.
To make it concrete I cite again my own case. One of my
colporteurs will in all probability go on a vacation this summer. My estimate for salaries included a small sum which
would have made it possible to hire a man in his place for
two or three months. But that was pared away and the
Bible shop will need to be closed next summer when he leaves
on a vacation which is rightfully his. And so it went with
each one, fifty rupees here and ten rupees there, cutting
away the margin of efficiency, reducing instead of going forward. But even that was not enough. When we had finished the second roll call, when there had been volunteers
(don’t ask me how their cuts are to be made up) we were
still Rs. 2,334 short.
I wish that the discussion at this point might have been
broadcast. It would have brought home to the Church as
nothing else can the acuteness of the situation on the field,
the result of curtailed appropriations year after year. We
seemed to have arrived at an impasse. Everyone had re-
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was irreducible. Here we needed
than $1,000. Surely the Reformed Church has not be-

duced beyond what
less

we

jnteUiffencer ano fi©t00lon JFlelD

felt

come so bankrupt, so poverty-strickenthat her missionaries
ihould need to travail as we did that day for a mere $1,000,
„r $4,000 if we include the other missions too! In our desperation we made desperate suggestions. One was to close
a Bible shopdn Basrah and dismiss one of the colporteurs.
It might have been wise to do so, to have shocked the Church
into a realization of what we really face. Another suggestion was that we assess ourselves Rs. 50 per head and put
that into the work. The suggestion did not carry, but what
we did amounts virtually the same thing under another name.
We decided to cut the work by 3.8 per cent. That means
that some departments will not have enough appropriations
to cover rents, salaries of helpers and other fixed items of
their budgets, to say nothing of any allowance for emergencies. That shortage must be made up somehow and I see
no other source than the pockets of those in charge.
There were apparent economies in other directions. I use
the word “apparent” because they may not prove to be economies. We have again decided to travel Second Class this
year, a step which seems unwise to many from different
points of view. Health demands, particularlyin the case of
children, is one, the dignity of the Mission and its work is
another. The next annual meeting will be a delegated meeting. Some feel that each alternate meeting should be delegated, both from the point of expense and efficiency. In
any case, the meeting next year is to be such an one. In
spite of the clear words of the Board on the matter of reducing repair expenditures we felt we simply must reduce that
item in some instances. And so by hook and by crook we
finally brought the figure within the bounds of appropriations promised. Such are the details of how it was done.
But I cannot reproduce the atmosphere of tense earnestness
and finally the touch of discouragement, a heart-sickness
which comes from hope deferred.

From Appropriations we went over to Estimates for 1929.
For that too we generally go into Committee of the Whole.
But after wrestling with Appropriations we all felt “What’s
the use? Each year we estimate and the next year it is the
same old story, just as we have seen.” So Estimates consumed but little time. We have taken the actual figures
spent last year and are hoping for a 10 per cent increase.
Is our faith too small? Perhaps it is, but the Church has
not justified our faith in her these past few years and we are
growing weary. Next year there will be much blowing of
trumpets and waving of banners. The Church will look back
over three hundred years of history and be proud. And well
may she be. We on the foreign field will rejoice and be proud
with her. From the days of “the Church in the Fort” to today is a long span and the Reformed Church has given a
good account of herself. But is she going to “lay her armour
by and count the victory won”? The Tercentenary is a time
but it is also a time of testing. The next three
hundred years are far more important than the last. Her
foundations are good, will her superstructure be in keeping?
of rejoicing,

use of local anaesthetic, in the use of which Dr. Cowley is a
pioneer and has proved to everyone that with his skillful
handling the local is much preferable to the general anaesthetic.

Our Rest Cottage is very compactly and conveniently arranged. As one enters there is a small reception room on
the left of the hall. On the right of the hall is the nurse’s
room. At the end of the hall is a neat kitchenette. The
drug and linen room is on the right of the kitchen, while on
the left is the bath room. The hall is in the shape of a “T.”
The boy s ward is at one end of the hall which crosses the
hall at which one enters, and the girl's ward is at the left
end. A disappearing stairway connects with a very pleasant
room in the attic. The whole is heated by a hot air furnace.
This makes a very convenient place for taking care of school
children and workers. With Miss Van Dyke, a graduate of
Wesley Hospital, Chicago, in charge, we have an ideal arrangement for the needs of our school.
As there are only four beds in each ward with the possibility of one extra in each ward, you can easily see that our
little Infirmary is very crowded at such a time as the holding
of a clinic. In fact all the beds in the girl’s ward held two
girls each— not the best arrangement, of course, but these
children come fropi homes in which there are many children
and they do not object to being placed two in a bed. They
are, however, rather crowded with two on one narrow hospital
bed.

Under these crowded conditions, the worst thing that could
happen would be an infectious disease, and this is just what
did happen. One of the girls developed a skin eruption on
the second day after the clinic and onr school physician, Dr.
Denman, pronounced it scarlet fever.
This was just like dropping a stick of dynamite into the
otherwise calm waters. We had been getting along so beautifully. Never in the history of our school had the children
been so anxious to visit their friends when sick in the Rest
Cottage. We were glad to have them come and so allowed
the first day. This meant that we
had the school most thoroughly exposed to scarlet fever. We

them

to visit freely after

notified

Dr Cowley and he came on Sunday and

We

are glad to report another most successful clinic held
at our Rest Cottage at Annville Institute.
Our School is very fortunate to have a friend in Dr. R. H.
Cowley, who for more than twenty years has had charge of
the large hospital at Berea College Hospital, at Berea, Kentucky. Dr. R. H. Cowley is a widely known specialist in Eyes,
Ear, Nose and Throat work, as well as an excellent and experienced surgeon and physician. He came on Monday, November 1st, and gave us three days of his time. These were very
busy days. On Tuesday eyes were examined. Forty pupils
received the homatropine. On Wednesday there were fourt«en tonsil operations and two trachoma cases. Thursday
was eye day again and twenty-five of the pupils were fitted
with glasses.
All the tonsil operations were very successful, there

known and

with no
unpleasant after effects. All the cases were operated with the
Itss

bleeding than we have ever

was

less pain,

instructed

nurses in the giving of the Dick Test for scarlet fever. He
sent the medicine and the test was given to those in general
who had been exposed. We were fortunate to have Dr. Veech
on the Campus just at that time and she helped us much in
diagnosing re-actions. The scarlet fever serum was given to
those who showed a definite re-action.
We were glad to be able to get Miss Johanna Reiser from
Chicago for the time of this clinic. Miss Reiser had worked
with Dr. De Jong for three years at our Hospital at Gray
Hawk. She was glad to come and we would not have known
what to have done without her. We kept her until the danger
of an epidemic had passed. It seemed that we were taking
a great deal of precaution, but for scarlet fever to break out
under those conditions seemed very dangerous and I know
that you will be glad when we tell you that no other case of
scarlet fever developed.

And so our

Health Clinic at Annville, Kentucky

827

clinic ended at last successfully. It

was

a

scarey time for awhile, but there was much about it for which
we feel very thankful. Not only were some cases of tonsils
and eyes treated that will revolutionizethe effective effort
in each case, but we got a sympthy and co-operation from
the children and parents that was finer than anything that we
had known before. Mothers came in and helped with the
house work and were very glad to do anything they could to
help in every way. The children really enjoyed the experience. They did not want to leave, and one little lad cried
when his mother took him home because he wanted to stay
though he had not cried at all when his tonsils were removed’
We are grateful for the gift, through Mrs. John S. Bussing

which has made this effective work

possible.

Milwaukee Church Shelters Hungarian Congregation —The
Consistory of the Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Church has granted
the use for a time of its Sunday school room for a place of
worship of Hungarians of the Reformed faith. The group
plans to build a building for its own use, which is to be
called the Hungarian Reformed Church of Milwaukee

I
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The Soul of the Suburb.

Church

*

of the foreign groups. At present one of our young
women is helping a Hungarian church with their Camp Fire
organization. Our church is paying toward the salary of a
young Hungarian teacher, who, with the minister and his
wife, are the only teachers of more than a hundred children.
As we, foreign and home born Christians, enrich each others’
lives through personal contacts and organization efforts, are
we not hastening the coming of the Kingdom?
In a recent book on Effective Living Gilkie, a young Chicagoan, calls our attention to the need of developing a type
of Christian and Church that will not only live in peace with
its neighbors but that will develop as well an inner harmony
and joyful peace. How necessary it is for the average suburban church to be a “shock absorber” for the community.
Nothing so retards the development of a Christian community
consciousness as class disputes, denominational hostilities or
sectional strife. Some apparently insignificant incident may
start lines of community cleavage that later form “a great
divide” which no man can cross over. To develop a group
of people who will maintain inner peace and thoughtful
sanity is what is needed in a day of recurring social unrest
and hysteria. In every small community sudden occasions
of social disturbance arise. The cause may be the location
of a new high school, the release of children from school time
for week day instruction, the running of amusement parks

on Sunday, denominationalprejudices, or some

superiority

complex of a social unit, but, whatever the cause for disturbance in the new community, the Christian Church like
her Master may absorb into herself the buffetings and revilings of a disturbed people until sanity returns.

The demand of the times is for an ideal American Christian. The life that will be such an ideal will express the
best from the old rural (jhurch, the permanent virtues of the
town-town church, the adventurous spirit of youth, and the
many denominational and racial elements existing in Ameritoday. It is the radiant life that draws the world
to the Light. England had such a life in Henry Drummond,
the professor, sportsman, author and gentleman. Theodore
Roosevelt was such an ideal in a past generation. The cleanness, courageousness and high-mindednessof Lindbergh suggests the direction in which the American mind is moving.
John D. Rockefeller’s address at the Hotel Biltmore recently
emphasized the attractiveness of a life, single in purpose,
obedient to law human and divine, clean at heart and of
genuine integrity. The world has too often said that a
Christian life is the restricted and repressed life. It has
mistaken the freedom of the obedient life. It is certain that
in a community where many racial groups are represented,
where a score of latent theological differences are consciously
seeking readjustment, that the emphasis of the suburban
church cannot be on unity of credal acceptances, but rather on
joyous, adventurous and attractive Christ-centered living.
The supreme contribution of the American suburban church
to American life will be^ type of Christian life by which
America will be drawn to Jesus Christ.
life

The suburban church

'

is worth anything,

and another reaps.
is easier for the suburban Christian to enter into the

life

can

1927

you should be happy that the;
are going, for they will be the inspiration of some other
community.” And herein it is also true that one man sons

II.

By Rev. Anthony Luidens

TT

28,

the wayside pulpit to the swiftly
changing procession of peoples that pass through the life of
the community and “trek” elsewhere. In some of our suburban communities the population shift is 15 per cent of
the population. The residential turn-over is one of the bitterest experiences of a modern preacher. The frequent removals have often wiped out the capacity for community
loyalty and Christian devotion.
is

Such people often tend

Church for their children,
to enjoy all the blessings of a Christian Community and give
as little as they must. . The sudden departure of an able
leader to some other field of Christian service often leaves
that vacancy, unfilled in the Church. To be the Voice of
God to peoples on the endless “trek" of modern industrial
journeyings is a task of the first magnitude. The only com-

v|

to use the

pensation one sees In such a condition of things is that suggested by a shrewd Quaker friend who said, “Well, if your

'

Upon the Christian Church

in the suburb lies another

oh-

ligation. Special advantages create particular responnihpj
ties. The duty of the suburb to train its young people for
service in the name of Christ is apparent. The farms of
New Jersey have been largely emptied of the old Northern

European
tions

and their descendants. These rural mowere our main source of leadership in a past generasettlers

tion. The cities have been industrialized and commercialiMd.
One city church that I know of has not sent a young mu
into the ministry for twenty-five years. The residential coomunities, with the inheritance of rural ideals and parent^
will keep on furnishing the leadership, both men and women,
for the tasks of the coming generation. Our Church has had

the blessed experience of having young women and men in
training for full time life service for the last fifteen yean,
The generation following ours may draw heavily on the
sons and daughters of immigrant parents for this work bat
our generation will turn to the Church in the Suburb for
varied and resourceful leadership.
It does not seem to me to be too much to say that the
Church in the Suburb offers a new opportunity to put the
power and the goodness of God to test in a communitj
laboratory.

Is there not a need today for experiment centers in the
Christian religion? What a call there is at present for the
practical mystic, who while he is in the world is still living
above its sordid claims; and what need for Christian apression in diverse fields of creative activity lest the lives
of men and women narrow down to commercial narrownes
and professional egotism. In the suburban Church there will
always be the challenge to live with and for children and
youth. Adventures in Christian music and dramatics an
open to those who like this field of expression. The opportunity to feed the hungry, to help the weak, to clothe the
naked and to do countless services in the name of Christ
may be found through the service departments of the modem
suburban Church. The missionary tasks of the Church take
on a new meaning, for the foreign-born found at our very
door gives us an introduction to the Christians of other
lands. It makes people of other lands seem quite intimately
near our own life. Here the ideals of reconciliation and
peace clear up the larger look at the world. Christian lew
and ingenuity will be found working under favorable conditions in the laboratory of the suburban Church.
It is fair, then, to say that the Christian

Church

is

the

Soul of the Suburb. The old continental faiths are hen
softened and merged into a new and richer type. Strong
strains of blood from rural and city church life are in the
veins of many of her people. A score of denomination*!
viewpoints and loyalties are here merged into a richer and
fuller devotion than any single denomination dare claim
for itself. The Power of God from above, the challenge of
evil from beneath, the environmental conditions all around
to stimulate thought and action, the urge of the love of
Christ from within make the suburban Church a strong and
promising ally of the Christian Church for many years.
A report brought to my desk last week shows 714 Reformed churches reporting to the Federal Government. Of
these 413 are in rural areas, and 310 in urban areas. DrKittell, from our Domestic Board, says the total number of
suburban churches in our Eastern Particular Synods may

number over fifty. This number grows- each new year,
Through poverty, through stresses of many kinds, througli
prayer and sacrifice, through patient toil, they grow into fullness of Christian life and service. Following the noble succession of rural churches and the powerful city churches of
a past generation, they are debtor to all as they take their
place in the story of the Christian Church in America.

*

*

Whether humble or exalted
All are called to task divine,
All must aid alike to carry
Forward one sublime design.

-
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The Dawning of the Tercentenary Year

sec-

genen-

1

ex-

lives

rownes
lere
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tics

are

fTHESE words will be read by many as we enter the new
I year. A recent writer’s phrase comes to mind as we
the history of our Church: "A
realm of unattained possibilities.” Then the question, “How
many possibilities shall be realized in the coming twelvemonth? And in the years just to follow?” For we have
before us an inspiring series of centennial anniversaries
The Board of Education, The Christian Intelligencer; The
Mission Boards. Surely there ought to be progress.
Was it Patrick Henry who said he knew no way to judge
the future but by the past? May we then venture to forecast the first decade of our fourth century from a study of
the last decade of our third century? It is fair to hope that
we shall at least go forward as far and as fast from 1928
to 1938 as we have done from 1917 to 1927. Take the vital
matter of additions on confession of faith. In the decade
1908 to 1917, inclusive, a high point -was reached, namely,
8,345 in 1916. The total for the decade was 64,457, a yearly
average of about 6,446. The decade 1918 to' 1927 did not
reach 8,000 in any year; nevertheless the total for the ten
years is 69,391, an average of 6,939. In view of the present
fruitful and hopeful interest in Home Visitation Evangelism,
it would seem altogether moderate to look for an average of
7,500 additions per year in the new decade, or a total of
turn this significant page in

—

75,000.

icr and

The total number of communicants was reported in 1907 as
121,210; 1917, 132,172; 1927, 151,281. Here again one feels
as though we might .expect at least 170,000 in another ten
years, and (to take a further flight) 200,000 before the century reaches its midpoint.
Congregational expenses have risen very rapidly in recent
years. From 1908 to 1917, the amount was very steady,
ranging from the low point (1909) $1,506,331, to the high
point, (1917) $1,830,883. But from 1918 to 1927 we have
two years in the $1,800,000 bracket, three years between
$2,000,000 and $3,000 000, and five years climbing from
$3,120,472 to $3,905,956. One hesitates to predict a corresponding geometric ratio of increase for the next decade, but
even on the basis of arithmetical progression, we should expect to reach $5,000,000, by 1932 and $6,000,000 by 1937.
In this connection it is worth while to take note of the
returns of property values for the Reformed Church in America as given by the Federal Census. (These figures do not
include parsonages.) We have figures for the following
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$10,340,159

of the various Boards have been fully doubled during the
past decade, and in addition the churches have given (prior
to April 30, 1927,) slightly over $450,000 toward the completion of the Ministers’ Pension Fund Endowment, the splendid enterprise undertaken as the financial goal of the Tercentenary celebration. In view of all this, shall we not go
forward with confidence toward a contribution of at least
$10,000,000 in the coming decade, or better still toward an
average of $1,000,000 a year?
But some man will say : This is not the way the dead are
raised. You talk of dollars, and we prefer to think of the
spiritual things, the unseen values which are eternal. Yes,
truly. We measure the tangible with figures because we can
do so. The intangible cannot be measured in the way. But
no less real is the steady progress toward the full develop-

ment of strong native churches in

Amoy and Japan

and
Arcot; the sure opening of doors in the interior of Arabia;
the new possibilities in Mesopotamia; the vision and the
vigor which have gone into church extension in Bergen
County, New Jersey, in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and in many
other centers east and west; the consolidation and strengthening of our educational interests in countless subtle ways
which mean much for the future; the new solicitude which
the Church is showing toward widows and orphans of her
ministers who have died in the midst of service, and toward
the ministers themselves after their working days are past.
To many of these items there are money measurements which
may be applied, but the soul of the enterprise is beyond the
realm of the material. Back of all is the vision of the living
Christ, beckoning us onward. We enter our fourth century
with courage and hope.

Women’s Board of Domestic Missions
LIFE MEMBERS
Through the gift of the Women’s Missionary Society of the
First Reformed Church of Berne, New York,
Mrs. Hester Shafer

Ball.

Through the gift of the Loyal Circle of the First Reformed
Church of Kalamazoo, Michigan,
Mrs. Martin Mulder.

Through the gift of the Women’s Missionary Society of the
Reformed Church of Lebanon, New Jersey,
Mrs. Pearl H. MacPherson.
Through the gift of the Women’s Missionary Society of the
Second Reformed Church of Schenectady,

New York,

Mrs. Stanley Van Eps.

COMMENTS OF DONORS
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Period; also that Congregational Expenses tend to run about
10% of the value of our church property. Shall we expect
that the property will amount to $50,000,000 or more in another decade? Some of us will be tempted to recall the story
°f the man who proposed to pull down his barns and build
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A RETIRED MINISTER’S ADVICE

sum

“I

know

of no investment which for the aged

brings better returns than the conditional gifts
to the Board of Foreign Missions, R. C. A.
A high rate and prompt payment of interest
makes this the safest and best investment possible. I am more than satisfied.”

the side of our outreaching gifts the story is not so

and yet the last decade has been very noteworthy.
The average receipts of our Boards from churches, Bible
schools, Societies, etc., was not quite $328,000 per year for
the decade 1908-1917, and has been nearly $715 000 from
1918-1927. In total sum it means that the past decade has
brought to the treasuries of our Boards almost exactly
$7,150,000 as compared with $3,228,000 in the preceding decade. In other words the amounts given to the current work
bright,
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from the whole country a moment of prayer for the entombed
men, and then stopped all broadcasting for that moment
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while the nation prayed.
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“But a Step!” The words will keep repeating themselves.
Is it evidence of a morbid strain in David’s make-up, or in
the mental habits of most people of a religious turn of mind,
as some of our would-be psychologistswould have us believe,
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that once in a while we cannot but turn our thoughts to the
brevity and uncertainty of life? Is the day past when we
may ask people to stop and consider the necessity for “setting their house in order”? The Church has been roundly
criticized for her emphases upon the “Other-Worldliness.”
We should like to raise the question whether the present
materialistic emphasis upon “Present-Worldliness” is any the
less vulnerable to the arrows of questionings.
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By “Studens”

There may be those who would question the applicability
of David’s words to the situation presented by the spectacle
of the men lost in the sinking of the S-4. Some will say
that such an outcome was the natural expectation for men
engaged in so extra-hazardous an occupation as were they.
The ordinary person walks and works in a high degree of
security, it is said. There are occupations in which the
risks are much greater than in others. These men were
merely followers of one of the vocations of life in which they
voluntarily put themselves into greater peril. So do the
ocean-flyers and others who take special risks.

*****

-BUT A STEP”

fFHE

Old Testament carries a most interesting story

of

t

royal hatred and desire to kill, with the attendant elements of pursuit and flight, near-apprehensionand escape,
that are strikingly dramatic. While David plays and entertains Saul, the latter suddenly, and without warning, hurls a
javelin at the former’s head. David dodges just in the nick
of time and the javelin buries itself in the wall. He flees to
his home, where his wife Michal, Saul’s daughter, shields him
for a time and then aids him to escape in the night, placing
an effigy of him in his bed and thus deceiving the soldiers of
Saul. When her father comes and she can no longer keep up
the deception she tells a falsehood to the effect that she had
been constrained to aid in David’s escape because he had
threatened to kill her.

* * *

*

David flees to Samuel in Naioth, where the efforts of Saul’s
soldiers, and of Saul himself, to capture David are frustrated
as the soldiers and Saul become involuntary recruits to the
ranks of the prophets. David flees again to Jonathan, his
beloved friend and son of Saul, and complains bitterly of
Saul’s treatment of him. In the course of that complaint,
he pours out the grief-laden sentence, “Truly, as the Lord
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there is but a step between me
and death!”

*****

We have no

1927

when the National Broadcasting Company hooked up the
thirty stations of its Red and Blue systems and requested

Published every Wednesday at Ridgefield Park, N.

25

28,

of us were interested. They were our flesh and blood, and
the prospect for them of a slow death by smothering, due to
the failure of the oxygen in the little air of their limited
quarters, filled us with suppressed horror. We chafed as did
the rescuers when the angry waves compelled an extremely
unwelcome inactivity. We breathed a prayer that they might
be endued with special power and skill to enable them to get
help to these men while life was still in them. We approved
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desire to exercise our little homiletical gifts
upon this passage of Scripture. It keeps forcing itself upon
thought, however, in these days when the papers are filled
with the accounts of the loss of the S-4 and its crew of men,
as a result of its being rammed by another vessel and sunk
in seventeen fathoms of water off Provincetbwn, Mass.
Everybody was thrilled when the divers brought back word
from the bottom of the sea that they had had messages from
a few of the survivors of the crew, held captive in a watertight compartment of the ship, and who evidently were yet
alive. Few of us knew any of those men personally, but all

But something else remains to be said. We cannot but
express the hope that these men had “made their calling and
election sure.” Perhaps that sounds a little old-fashioned.
No apology need be made for it, however. The writer put
into it a meaning, probably, that may call for a different
category today, but which is nevertheless a- profound truth.
It is possible and ought to be natural for a man so to live
in the presence of God in this life that death becomes only
a door through which he enters into the fuller consciousness
of that presence. Whether it comes, then, with or without
warning, there is no consciousness of a strain except that
of parting with the loved ones and the familiar scenes.

*****

Again, who of us is beyond the pale of “the extra-hazardous,” especially in this age of machinery? The mother of
Colonel Lindbergh, on being asked in St. Louis if she did
not consider travel by airplane a dangerous method of transportation, replied by asking in substance, “When are we ever
out of danger?” After all, with all his conquest of the
forces of nature, man is still quite the plaything of those
forces. The lightning which he harnesses so nonchalantly
turns again and rends him. The steam which he confines in
such small quarters in order to avail himself of its power
bursts its bonds, wrecks his building and scalds him to death.
The sea, over whose bosom he rides in triumph, heaves its
breast and swallows him up. The air currents which he
claims to have well nigh baffled have a provoking habit of
asserting themselves on occasions and tearing to shreds his
giant dirigibles or his trusty planes. The machinery which
in almost uncanny fashion manufactures his goods, tears
him frequently limb from limb.
*

v.

*****

The old word, “There

but a step,”

may

yet have some
potency. It is quite possible that “The Preacher” of old
had hold of a rather profound philosophy of life when he
talked of “All” being “Vanity and a vexation of spirit.”
is
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How One Ford Went and Another Came. — Rev. J. Frederic
Mauer, pastor of the Rocky Hill, N. J., Church, while journeying sedately to Trenton recently, driving his faithful and
docile Ford, was surprised beyond measure to discover that
flames were breaking out from all sides of the mechanical
marvel. Hastily disembarking he witnessed the incineration
of his old travelling companion, and returned home by another method of transit. But in a few days the parsonage
was visited by a large company of friends, not only parishioners, but many Rocky Hillites of other races, creeds and
colors, convoying a late model Tudor Ford, which they presented to the sorrowing pastor, whose grief was immediately
stopped by the sight and the encouraging words. And, as if
that was not enough, the company left a purse with which to
purchase three tons of coal, the

sum

representing the oversubscription for the Ford. “‘All’s well that ends well,” and
the Rocky Hill parsonage is a happy place these days.
\

Pastor Agreeably Surprised.— At a recent meeting
of the Wallkill, N. Y., Church Consistory, the pastor, Rev.
tester G. Leggett, D.D., was agreeably surprised when a vote
of appreciation was passed unanimously, indicating the approval of the work done, and as a further evidence of support
and goodwill the Treasurer was authorized to present the
pastor with $150. Dr. Leggett expressed his hearty thanks
for the confidence in him and the approval of his efforts, and
assured the members that at all times he will do his best for
the Church in the future.
Wa!ikill

Memorial Organ for First Irvington Church. — On Thursday evening, December 9th, a new organ was dedicated in the
First Church of Irvington, N. J. Mr. J. Clifford Welsh, the
organist of the church, officiated at the console, and Mr. J. R.
Phillips, the choir director, with his daughter, Miss Katheryn
Phillips, rendered a beautiful vocal program. The organ,
which is a Beach-Griffith product, is a two manual instrument,
with electro-pneumaticaction. It is set in the organ chamber
behind a beautifully carved screen. Mr. Carroll P. Bassett,
of Supimit, N. J., is the donor, and the gift was presented in
honor of his father, Allen Lee Bassett, who was an Elder of
the First Church from 1868 to 1876. A bronze tablet giving
Elder Bassett’s connection with the Church was unveiled as a
part of the dedication program.

Ridgewood Church Life.— The Men’s Club of the Ridgewood, N. J., Church, Rev. William C. Hogg, D.D., pastor, is
well

into its fifth year of uninterrupted activity.

An

inter-

esting item is that the

annual dues are sufficient to cover the
monthly dinners and the programs. Over a hundred men are
enrolled. An adult Bible Class has been started, beginning in
October, under the leadership of one of the teachers in the
National Bible Institute of

City, and is meeting a

Church. The Parish House is now being
used for town basketball classes during the week. Each
Kroup is under trained leaders.
ong felt

want

New York

in the

Katshaan Pastor Goes to Hagaman. — Rev. Areie DeRuyter,
the pastor of the Katsbaan, N. Y., Church, has accepted a
ca ‘ b° the Hagaman, N. Y., Church, and expects to begin his
new work on January 1st. The good people of the Katsbaan
thurch are naturally anxious to have the vacancy as short as
Possible. The field is a fine one, the property is in the best
repair and fine condition, and only two miles from Saugerties.
thquiries may be addressed to Mr. B. L. Emerick, of the Consistory, Saugerties, N. Y„ R. D. 1.
Hart, D.D,. Moves His Home. — Rev. John Hart,
•, who since his retirement from active service at Neshanic,
J., has resided in New Brunswick, has moved to 172
range Road, Montclair, N. J. Correspondents will please
J0*11*

note the

change of address.

New Hyde Park Church

Surprises Pastor. —

The annual

congregational meeting of the New Hyde Park Church, on
Long Island, N. Y., was held during/tfce first week of December, as usual, but Rev. David C. Weidner, the pastor, was
itquested to come late, which is very unusual for him. When
he did present himself, at 8:30 P. M., he was informed by the
Vice-President of the Consistory that the congregation had
just voted him a substantialadvance in his salary. Though

somewhat dazed by the information Mr. Weidner

replied

with a very appropriate address. This is the second advance
Mr. Weidner has been given since his settlement five years
ago, and it is believed that when the new organ is paid for
there will be another occasion for suggesting the advisability
of again surprising the pastor. The Church expects to complete the payment of its Pension Fund Quota by January 1st.
The Men s Club journeyed to Brookville on Monday evening,
December 12th, to have a social night with the Men’s Club of
the Oyster Bay Church. These gatherings are proving very
beneficial to those who attend, and other trips are contemplated.

Thanksgiving Offering at Mellenville.— The Thanksgiving
Offering of the Mellenyille, N. Y., Church, of which Rev.
Marinus J. Den Herder is pastor, amounted to $418. During
1927 the congregation has contributed more than $1,600 in
special offerings. On Tuesday evening, December 6th, an
organ recital and concert was given by Mr. Frank B. Rickard,
of Middleburgh, N. Y., a former resident of Mellenville, and
Mr. Donald Becker, baritone, of Schoharie. A large audience

enjoyed the diversified program. After the recital many
request numbers were played and sung. This impromptu
program was greatly appreciated.

New Brunswick

Pastor Presents Resignation.— Rev. George
H. Payson, D.D., who for the past fifteen years has been
pastor of the §uydam Street Church of New Brunswick, N. J.,
has presented his resignation,to take effect on April 1st,
1928. ^ Dr. Payson prior to this period was a professor in
Rutgers College. Because of the death of Dr. Alan Campbell, the former pastor, a supply for one Sunday had to be
quickly secured. This supply became permanent, for he continued as the preacher until called as pastor, and has ever
since been the acceptable minister, beloved and honored. In
spite of many losses, owing to changing conditions in the
neighborhood, the Church has developed, and it is now one
of the strong forces in the Classis of New Brunswick. Dr.
and Mrs. Payson are planning a trip to Europe when the
resignation takes effect.

New

Life in Montville Church. — Since the settlemeftt of
Rev. G. M. Conover as pastor of the Montville, N. J., Church,
an increasing interest has characterized the meetings. The
choir has been reorganized and a male quartet formed, the
music furnishing an attractive feature to the services. The
recent communion service, one of the most largely attended
in many years, saw a number of new members received, and
the installation of officers. The Ladies’ Aid Society now
numbers seventy members. The Missionary Society is active,
and on a recent Sunday evening had Mrs. James Graham,
of the Women’s Board of Domestic Missions, as speaker. The
Society has taken a Kentucky scholarship,and has contributed to both Women’s Boards in the past few months. The
slogan for 1928 is “Win a member,” and the attempt is to be
made to enroll every woman in the congregation. For the
coming year the budget was oversubscribed,and the congregation plans to centralize its efforts on the completion of
its apportionmentfor the Ministers’ Fund. The Young People’s Society is planning to become a Y. P. S. C. E., believing
that its efforts and influence will count for greater results
thereby.
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Monday, January 23rd, 1928
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One of the Speakers

will be

Rev. J. Addison Jones, D.D.,
President of General Synod

MARBLE COLLEGIATE CHURCH
W. 29th

St. and Fifth Ave.,

Twenty Years

New York,

at Winfield,

N. Y.

Long Island

The celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the organization of the Winfield Church, on Long Island, N. Y., began
on Sunday, October 30th, at the morning service, with special
music and the anniversary sermon by the pastor, Rev. Wm.
Ten Eyck Adams.
A special popular service was held in the afternoon. The
musical program was rendered by the choir, assisted by a
male quartette, Mrs. Lulu Cole Schreiber, of the First Church
of Long Island City, and Mr. Wm. H. Roden, a former elder
of

the Church.

The sermon was preached by Rev. Charles K. Clearwater,
of Newburgh, N. Y., former pastor of the Church of Newtown, Elmhurst, L. I., and for thirteen years Stated Clerk
of the North Classis of Long Island. It was an appropriate
sermon on the topic “Has the Church Stopped?”
Other clergymen assisting were Rev. Edward Niles, pastor
of the Elmhurst Church, (the Mother Church,) who offered
the invocation; Rev. George S. Bolsterle, of the Remsen
Street Church, Astoria, (the pastor’s home church,) who
read the Scripture; Rev. F. A. Scofield, of the Long Island
City Church, offered prayer. These also brought greetings
from their respective churches.
Rev. M. Eugene Flipse, of the Community Church of Douglaston, brought the message of congratulation from 'the
North Classis of Long Island, and concluded his address by

December 28, 1027

property to the new church, who in turn sold it to thr Long
Island Railroad, when straightening the tracks, for $5,000.
The -new church planned a new brick structure, but as resources were not available the old chapel was re-pur< based
from the city, to which the railroad had sold it for the purpose of widening Queens Boulevard, a new site was procured,
the chapel moved to it and remodelled into a modern struct,
ure, thus bringing this period to a conclusion in 1914.
The last period is characterized by three items,— the purchase of a site on which to build a parsonage, — the approach
of the time when the church will be self-supporting, not later
than 1929,— and the joy of witnessing the members of the
“baptized non-communicant group” and the Cradle Roll coming forward to confess Christ and unite with the Church.
The statistical tables for the twenty years, which were at
the disposal of the pastor, who is the Stated Clerk of the
North Classis of Long Island, indicated commendable progress in all the lines of the church’s activities.
The celebration ended on Monday evening, when 100 sat
down to a supper provided by the Ladies’ Auxiliary, which
organization was included in the celebration as the only one,
with the exception of the Sunday school, which has been
contemporaneous with the church.
Mrs. Charles Van Leuwen has been President of the Auxiliary since its organization,and was presented with a fitted
suit case as an expression of the appreciation of the members
for her faithful services for twenty years. Mrs. Arthur
Glaeser, superintendent of the Sunday school for seventeen
years, was presented with a gold pencil. Mrs. Adams, the
pastor’s wife, was presented with a bouquet of yellow chrysanthemums by the Ladies’ Auxiliary.
Mr. Charles Van Leuwen has served as janitor for the 2u
years, and was given a gold coin as an appreciation of a
service, the larger part of which was a voluntary contribution to the welfare of the church.
The church took great pleasure in honoring Mr. Henry C.
Muller, the only remaining member of the original Consistory, who for twenty years as member, elder and treasurer
has given the finest kind of service that is possible for one
to render to a church and its pastor. He was presented with
a silver loving cup, suitably inscribed, as an appreciation
of his long service and as a token of love and affection.
The celebration concluded in a riot of good feeling and
kindliness, and lest the celebration fail of permanent result,
the pastor urged all to make that feeling among the members permanent, not a hard task for such a Church: to renew
their consecration to God and Jesus Christ, the Great Head
of the Church, and to rededicate themselves to the Church,
with its great and only mission, the winning of souls.

presenting the pastor a bill fold containing a $100 gold note
as a token of appreciation from the members of the Church
for his 16 years of service.
Michigan Pastor Goes to Wisconsin. — Rev. F. M. Wiersma,
Rev. Leonard A. Sibley brought the greetings from the
pastor of the Harlem Church, Michigan, has resigned, to acSecond Church of Astoria; Rev. John A. DeBoer from the cept a call to the Forestville, Wisconsin, Church, where he
Steinway Church, and Rev. Wm. M. Norris from the Sunny- will begin his work with the new year.
side Church.
In the Historical Review given by the pastor, the story of
Ask
Another
the Church was briefly told. It falls into four divisions,
QUESTIONS
beginning with the organization in 1868 of a “Christian
Mission Sunday School” by members of the Church of New1. Who was the first disciple won to Jesus, and on whose
town, under the leadership of Rev. C. I. Shepherd, D.D.,
testimony?
pastor of that Church at the time. This period stretches to
2. What are the four church judicatories in our denomina1880, when a chapel was built on Queens Boulevard, known
tion?
as Hope Mission.
3. Are Jesus’ words, “It is more blessed to give than to
During the second period there were Sunday school sessions,
receive,” quoted in either of the Gospels? If not,
prayer meetings and preaching services until 1906, when
where, and by whom?
Rev. Wm. J. H. Miller, a student at Union Seminary, began
4. In how many languages was the title over our Lord’s
pastoral work, which led up to the organization of the church.
cross written?
The committee of organization from the North Classis was
5. Difl the Magi visit the child Jesus in the inn at Bethlecomposed of Rev. C. K. Clearwater, of the Newtown Church,
hem at the nativity?
Rev. James S. N. Demarest, of the Queens Church, and Elder
6. How many Mary’s are mentioned in the New Testament?
John W. Grimmer, of the Newtown Church. The organiza7. Why did Paul and Barnabas part company at the inception was effected on October 31st, 1907, with 26 charter
tion of the second missionary journey?
members, seven of whom are still actively engaged in the
8. Whose child did Elisha restore to life?
work.
9. Who were the parents of Solomon?
The third period witnessed the passing of Rev. Mr. Miller
10. What prophet predicted the freshening of the waters
to the Belleville Church of New Jersey, and the coming of
of the Dead Sea?
the present pastor in 1911. The new pastor began his work
with a building project by taking an offering at the installa- 11. Who was the first female ruler of Israel?
12. Who took Judas’ place among the disciples?
tion service, the fund grew; the mother church deeded the
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Superintendent’s wife was thus mindful of us.

How Tithing Works
By

mttlon

Rev. James M. Martin, D.D.

get out of it?” Let us apply this to tithing,
TT and inquire what a man gets when he tithes. Most
people think of tithing only as something that costs. But
{here is another side to it. Tithing brings returns. Tithing
I

833
We were

out
again that day and when we returned another neighbor
(belonging to the Catholic faith) had sent his little boy with
a large piece of venison, the very choicest part. The boy
was at the door waiting for us. In the meantime we had
been invited to Thanksgiving dinner, but could not accept
because we had invited company to help eat the turkeys

brought to us.
On Thanksgiving eve as we sat again at the supper table
^First, the tither gets a great satisfaction out of it. Tiththere came a rap at the door, and I exclaimed (just as a
ing is Scriptural,— “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse.”
joke), “Another turkey,” and lo! and behold, when I went to
Tithing is stewardship,— “The silver is mine, and the gold is
the door, sure enough there was another turkey. A young
mine, saith the Lord of hosts.” Tithing is proportionate givIndian man brought a turkey with the kind message that an
jj,g(_L“Let every one of you lay by him in store as God has
Indian man had sent it to us.
prospered him.” Tithing, therefore, is obedience, and the
We found we had friends and turkey to spare. We thought
tither has the satisfaction of knowing that he is giving obediwe must have felt like Elijah did in his time of discourageently. Every tither can testify to the quiet content that fills
his heart be ause he has conformed his giving to Scripture ment, when the “angels came and ministered unto him.”
At ten o’clock Thanksgiving morning the Church bell rang
rules, and therefore to the mind of God.
Second, the tither gets an increased giving capacity. out over the Reservation, clear and loud, calling the school
children and camp people to a Thanksgiving service preScarcely a good soul but has said, “I wish I could give more.”
Tithing enables one to give more. Tithers are large givers. viously announced. There was a splendid response, and there
seemed to be an atmosphere of praise and Thanksgiving in
As Christians we have learned that giving, not getting, is
the little Mission House.
the rule of blessed living. Whatever helps us to give helps
us to live better. The more we give the better we live. The
tither always has the Lord’s fund, into which the tithe goes,
Anniversary of Landing of General Von
and from this he can make his generous gifts. Earning
Steuben
capacity and giving capacity do not go together. The wealthy
members of the church are not always the largest givers.
On the morning and afternoon of Sunday, December 4th,
The tithers are. If ten per cent of any church are tithers, the East 68th Street Church of New York City, Rev. Julius
this

ten per cent will give two-thirds of the annual contribu-

tions. To be always ready with an offering for the Kingdom,

and to be able always to give, even abundantly,— what a
blessed way to live! The tither lives that way.
Third, the tither gets the favor of Providence. There are
promises in the Word written just for him. “Honor the Lord
with" thy substance and with the first fruits of all thine increase : so shall thy bams be filled with plenty and thy presses
shall burst with pew wine.” “Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse and prove me now herewith, said the Lord of hosts,
if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you
out a blessing that there shall not be room to receive it.”
The blessing here promised is not spiritual, but material,
a blessing on crops and business and industry. That this is
true for our day is shown by Jthe apostle Paul, who uses this
same argument when urging the Corinthian Church to make
a generous, offering. Tithing pays, in good crops, in larger
business, in dollars and cents, tithing pays. — Try it, — that is
what God says, “Prove me now herewith.” It is the testimony of tithers that when they began to tithe business improved, debts were paid, and prosperity abounded.
“What do I get out of it if I become a tither?” Here are
three blessings, — a richer experience, a larger service, and
God’s favor on business and bank account.

—

Thanksgiving Surprises at Mescalero

,

By Mrs. N. E. Overman

THERE

are no other Missionaries on the Mescalero

field,

—

and when Thanksgiving came, with our girls away, a
sense of loneliness drew near. We longed for our loved ones
and wished we were near some of our relatives, or friends,
or Christian workers. It seemed that others around us were
congenial and all were making their preparations for Thanksgiving Dinner. They were on the inside of affairs and the
men had gone hunting and had brought in deer and wild
turkey, but we seemed to be out of it all. No turkey, no
invitation to dinner, as we have been accustomed among the
white people. We were eighteen miles away from a store
where any of the things could be bought that belong to
Thanksgiving dinner or go with a turkey, even if we had one.
While we sat thus together at our hurried evening lunch
after a day of visiting the Indians out on the field, there
came a rap at the door, and upon answering the knock, a white
wan, a Government employee, presented us with a nice wild
turkey. We said to each other, “Well, we have one friend.”
The next morning before breakfast the telephone rang and
the call said, “I am sending you a turkey by Billie.” The

Jaeger, pastor, celebrated by special services the 169th anniversary of its organization and at the same time the IfiOth
anniversary of the landing in this country of General von
Steuben.
Baron Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben came from Germany
to America in 1777, landing at Portsmouth, N. H., on December 1st. His long military training made him an invaluable ally, and he joined the Continental Army on February
23, 1778, at Valley Forge, and in May of that year he was
appointed instructor general of the army, with the rank of
major-general. The New International Encyclopedia states
that "He devoted himself to the task of reorganizing the
army on the European model, drilling the awkward and untrained soldiers and introducing order and system. He increased enormously the general efficiency of the army and
thus contributed in no small degree to the ensuing campaigns.”

Baron von Steuben became a member of the Reformed
Church and a consistorymanwhen the congregation had its
building in Nassau street. A commemorative tablet presented to the Church after the Baron’s death by hr» "friend, Colonel North, still may be seen in the vestibule of the church.
In his address of commemoration the pastor referred to
the life and deeds of General von Steuben, both as a soldier
and as a Christian. The sermon was delivered by the guest
preacher, Rev. J. Vogt, of Stuttgart, Germany.
At the afternoon service, addresses were given by the pastor, Rev. J. Vogt, Dr. W. Walenta and his assistant, Rev.
Mr. Strassbufger, of Woodhaven, L. I., and Rev. George
Steininger,of the Mott Haven Church. A fine musical program, arranged by the organist, Mr. Philip Hauser, with the
assistance of the choir and Miss Rose Miller, added greatly
to the enjoyment of the occasion.

Long Island Rounds Up Men’s Clubs. — The Men’s Club of
the Oyster Bay, L. I., Church entertained the neighboring
Reformed Church Men’s Clubs from Locust Valley, Hicksville and New Hyde Park on Monday evening, December 12th.
The echoes of “joy fest” have not died out yet, and one hundred men are still talking about it. The features of the
evening were the community singing, led by Rev. Theodore
Tritenbach, of the Oyster Bay Church, with George Dickinson at the piano, a five reel moving picture, a splendid talk

by Assemblyman Leonard A. Hall, and vocal numbers by
Sydney Smith, who has recently appeared in some New York
successes. President Albert

Hunt gave the

address of welcome, which was responded to "by the pastors and presidents
of the visiting clubs.
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A Roast Pig Thanksgiving at Comanche Mission

By Mrs.

(V

J. Leighton Read

1

HTHE

g
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older Indians, as a rule, do not care for any other kind

v3

a

*

-

-

^
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*- of meat except beef, — "wo-haw,” — or buffalo, which they
can still get sometimes from the Wichita National Forest
and Game Preserve, only a score of miles from us. Old Timbo
promised to bring us a piece of buffalo meat for Thanksgiving, but he must have eaten it beforehand or else have taken
it to the dinner they had at his own Mission.
The younger generation like chicken, pork and turkey,
when they can get it. This year it was decided to go back
to the “old Road” for providing the Thanksgiving dinner, viz.,
to put their money all in together and buy everything. One
young fellow who had no money said, “How would a roast
pig do?” So one of the workers put out to “camp” to ask
some of the Indians what they thought about it. “Chaat!
To-bits-ah chaat! Fine I” So the day before Thanksgiving
he and Robert “Chaat” went to get the pig “dead or alive.”
It turned out that the pig was a pretty good-sized hog, but

T- £*'\
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—
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they brought it in all dressed, just in the nick of time to get
it to the bakery in town where the beef (fifty pounds) was
also to be roasted.

Days ahead various committees were

appointed, — to pre-

pare the vegetables, to set tables, to cook, to wait on the
tables, etc., with one woman as general chairman of the
whole. It was interesting to see how they all worked together,
with everybody apparently in the best of spirits.
Th« day dawned bright and fair and there was a general
stirring at the lodge quite early. In fact some of the work
had been done the evening before. The service in the Church
was held at 10:30 and was better attended than usual. The
pastor traced the earliest thanksgiving season back to the
Bible times and then spoke of what we should “render to the
Lord for all His benefits to us.” Leslie interpreted, and an
offering was taken to be used for the poor among our own
Indians.

Before the people had all gotten out of the church word
came that dinner was ready and the bell was rung. The nonChristians are always admitted first, then the visiting Christians, and last of all our own members. There were just
twice as many at dinner as had been at church, including
more than fifty who had to wait for the “second table,” and
fifteen or twenty of the cooks, waiters and workers who sat

down

to the third table at two o'clock.

After things were all cleaned up some of the young people
came over to the manse to sing. Many had already gone to
the football game in Lawton, and others enjoyed tennis on
the Mission court. No one seemed hungry for supper, but
early in the evening someone came to tell Mr. Read that the
older people were planning to have a little prayer and praise
service at Fred’s. The young daughters of the manse had
invited a few of their Indian girl friends to come and pop
corn and toast marshmallows on the open fire-place in the
dining-room, and when all said “so-wet” (enough) there were
music and magazines. After the youngsters were sent home
and to bed the missionaries sat and talked until a late hour
with their guests, the young man of the roast pig and his
white wife. This was the “end of a perfect day.”

Second Church of New Brunswick Has Dedication
The

unit of the new plant of the Second Church of
New Brunswick, N. J., was dedicated with appropriate ceremony on Friday, November 25th. This was the Parish House,
or Bible School Building, which stands in the rear of the
church building proper. It was felt that it would be appropriate to dedicate this unit and thereby give it the prominence its importance deserves, rather than to delay it and
include it in the ceremonies of dedication of the church itself.
The Scripture lesson was read by Rev. Louis H. Holden,
Ph.D., and the formal service of dedication was conducted
by Rev. Milton J. Hoffman, D.D., of the Seminary, the opening words of the dedication being as follows : “Since by the
first

good pleasure of God we have been enabled to complete this
building within whose walls the various activities, religious,
educational, social and recreational will be conducted, we are
gathered in the presence of Him, without whose blessing our
best efforts will be in vain, for the purpose of devoting this
building by this act of worship to its proper and sacred use.
I call upon you, therefore, to arise, and before the Lord to
unite in this act of dedication.” The congregation, rising,
repeated the Apostles’ Creed, and then followed the formal
dedication statement, repeated by the leader and people.
Rev.

W.

H. S. Demarest, D.D., offered the dedicatory prayer,

and Rev. John A. Ingham, D.D., gave an address. The building committee made a report of progress, and the closing
prayer and benediction were given by Rev. Henry J. Scudder.
Accompanying this brief account is shown a view of the
beauitful church building, as it looks at present. The ugly workmen’s shanties are seen, but behind (hem may be clearly
noted the splendid proportions of the structure, which if all
goes well will be completed within a few months, unless unforeseen delays intervene to prevent it.

Newark Church Encourages Pastor. — The Consistory of
Trinity Church, of Newark, N. J., at its annual meeting in
December voted as a Christmas gift to the pastor, Rev. George
H. Donovan, an increase of $520 in his salary. It was only
a month previous that the congregation presented him with a
check for $100 on the occasion of his fifth anniversary as
pastor. Increases in salary were also granted to the organist and chorister, Mr. E. A. Prouty, and to the sexton, Mr.

John McCloud.
Oldest Neshanic Member Dies. — It is not often that a man
lives to be ninety-five years old, and it is still more rare
that the funeral sermon of such a man is preached by a minister in his eighty-fifth year, but such an occurrence took
place recently at Neshanic, N. J., when Rev. John Hart,. D.D.,
pastor emeritus of the Neshanic Church, officiated at the funeral of Mr. Christopher B. Gano, in point of years the oldest
member of the Church, having passed last summer his ninetyfifth birthday.
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Great Mission Gathering in Rochester
A

meetings was held in the interest
of Foreign Missions in Rochester, N. Y., on Friday, Saturseries of inspirational

Sunday and Monday, November 18-21. The purpose of
the meetings was to awaken fresh interest in the great task
before the Christian Church, — that of winning the whole
world to the leadership and service of Jesus Christ. There
were meetings for women, meetings for young people, and
meetings for older business men who could not attend the
great layman’s banquet on Saturday evening, at which 2,350
men sat down to eat, and to enjoy fellowship, and to listen
to inspiring addresses by Dr. Ralph Diifendorfer,and Dr.
Frank Lee, from China, head of a university there, and
at present in America on a diplomatic mission for the Nanking government. There were addresses to the large ministerial body living in and around Rochester on Saturday,
whilst on Sunday morning 73 missionaries,natives of foreign lands, and representativesof Mission Boards addressed
more than 100 churches on behalf of the Foreign Mission enterprise. Sunday evening was given over to denominational
mass meetings, which were addressed by leaders in the movement, and Monday was devoted to denominational conferences.

MR. JOHN

E.

EDGERTON,

day,

Some of the outstanding addresses were those by Mrs. Roys,
who addressed some 2,000 women in the largest church of the
city, and after she had stressed the marvellous products of
Missions, she urged the Church to carry on, and to carry
through because we are now at the “end of the beginning of
missions and not at the end of finality.” The addresses
which were given by Dr. R. E. Speer to the ministers and the
older business men will also never be forgotten, and if ever
men were made to feel they must carry on, his words surely
created that feeling in all. Dr. Diffendorfer’s address to the
men at the layman’s banquet will also abide as illustrative
of the deep impact which Christian missions have made in
the Orient. Rev. Henry J. Scudder, of India, toured the
churches of the Rochester Classis, whilst Dr. F. M. Potter
spoke to the congregations of the First and Second Reformed
Churches in the morning, then in the Sunday school of the
First Church, and to the Brighton Reformed Church in the
evening, four addresses in a single day. And then on Monday
evening, Dr. Potter spoke to the men of the First, Second
and Brighton Reformed Churches at a mass meeting in the
First Reformed Church.
There may be indifference and apathy to the work of Foreign Missions in certain quarters of the Christian Church,
two of our largest denominations may have found it necessary to curtail their work because of insufficient funds, there
may be conditions in foreign lands, such as in China, which
may be making mission work more difficult than ever, but
surely the 73 men and women that went to Rochester to speak
in behalf of this great enterprise left no uncertain convictions
behind of the necessity of carrying on and carrying through
to the end the great work which she undertook in the name
and at the command of her Lord to preach His Gospel and
so to convert all to citizenship in the greatest commonwealth
on earth, the Kingdom of God. And if the interest displayed
by the thousands that went to hear of this great enterprise
is any indication of anything, it is that the Church is still
interested in Foreign Missions, and will not let the enterprise perish through apathy and indifference and a withholding of her gifts and prayers.

Woman’s Board of Foreign Missions

national figure and President of the National Association of Manufacturers, speaking at the Annual
Convention of that body, October 25, 1927, had this to
say of the ministry:
“I acknowledge it as the most essential of all
factors in the world’s harmonious progress. As
religion is the most vital and necessary force in
the affairs of men, it is the more important that
the ministry hold itself above reproach. The pulpit is no place for such parades of intellectual
vanity as are rapidly becoming all too common,
nor for the controversial promulgation of economical, political, or social theories. The pulpit
needs to be lifted above the sordid mass thinking
of the crowd, and not lowered compromisingly to
the levels of street discussion. Its assaults should
be not upon sinner but upon sin, its appeals to
the divine spark of love within all men and not to
the passions engendered by conflict. Its ventures
into interpretationsof unfamiliar subjects ought
to be characterized by that super-cautiousness
which marked all the discourses of the peerless

Exemplar.”

Complete the Budget Askings ($115,500) For
Education in This Tercentenary Year
Send all contributionsfor Ministerial
and Medical Missionary Student Aid
or for the Educational Institutions to
a

BOARD OF EDUCATION,
25 East 22nd

How

Street

...

R. C. A.

New York

City

Coming In

the Funds Are

Is it too soon to predict anything concerning our benevolent funds? Whether it is or not, nothing of the kind will be
attempted at present. The statement below is not encouraging. But as there are four months in which to recover
the slowness of this year we will hope that the held back
funds will be forwarded in increasing volume. Tercentenary
year should be notable for generosity in the far flung work
of our Church. It rests with the churches and organizations
to make it so.
The statement of receipts for November is as follows:

Board of Foreign Missions ......
Woman’s Board of Foreign Missions
Board of Domestic Missions:—
Missionary Fund ...........
Building Fund .............
Women’s B’d of Domestic Missions
Board of Education ............
B’d of Pub’c’n & Bible School Work

1927

1926

$14,019.00

$22,075.94

Disabled Ministers’ Fund .......
Widow’s Fund ...... .........

9,045.83

9,611.53

7,144.79

9,041.12

2,274.00

1,478.05

11,145.78

12,398.99

3,477.54

3,414.37

447.12
933.12

596.17
555.55
289.13

49,236.37

$ 59,460.83

719.19

BIRTHDAY PRAYER CALENDAR

Gibbons
Couch
Rottschaefer
Pieters
Peursem
Scudder
Morrison

Jan. 9— Dr. Margaret
Jan. 10— Miss Sara M.
Jan. 10 — Dr. Margaret
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

— Miss Jennie
24 — Mrs. G. D. Van
25 — Miss Julia C.
25 — Miss Margaret
27— Miss Tena
28— Miss Florence
31— Mrs. Harold
11

Holkeboer
Walvoord
Storm

Total for

India

Japan
Arabia

Receipts,

May

November $

241,603.16

239,223.98

„ Total to November 30 $290,839.53

$298,684.71

to October, inclusive

Japan
Arabia
India

During November no additional gifts were made to the Deficit Fund of the Board of Foreign Missions. It remains as

China
China

at the last statement, $7,469.19.

Japan

The Best Medicine: — A merry heart doeth good like a medicine; but a broken spirit drieth the bones. — Proverbs 17:22.

Arabia

896
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Eighty Years at Holland, Michigan
Even
quity,

now attaining unto a fairly definite antifor in Holland last Sunday and Monday exercises in
the West is

Denver and New Paltz

celebration of the eightieth anniversary of the founding of
the First Church were held.
The First Church has a claim to even greater age than
eighty years, for we are told that it was really organised
in the Netherlands by Dr. Van Raalte’s congregation, and
crossed the ocean as a church and settled in Holland as a
church. But for practical reasons the eighty years of existence on American soil, in a local habitation are accepted
as the span of its life. This carries it back to 1847, the year
of the settlement of Western Michigan.

Denver, Colo.: “The church decided
to give their share of the ‘$250,000

promised by the churches.’ The

bal-

ance will be taken out of the treasury

and reach you in due time.”

Sunday, November 27th, end Monday, November 28th, were
set aside for a fitting celebration of the Church of the Pioneers. At the morning service, Rev. Albertus Pieters, D.D.,
of the Western Seminary, gave a historical address on “The
Early Pastors,” including Dr. A. C. Van Raalte, Rev. Roelof
Pieters, (father of Dr. A. Pieters,) and Dr. Nicholas M.
Steffens. Later pastors were Rev. J. Van Houte, Rev. Seth
Van der Werf, D.D., Rev. Henry J. Veldman, and the present
incumbent, Rev. James Wayer, who has been pastor since

New

N. Y.: “The Consistory
has voted to try and make good our
debt on the Tercentenary Fund before the time it falls due. I think we
can raise the money.”
Paltz,

1819.

In the evening Dr. Van der Werf spoke on “The Ideal
Home Missionary Church,” showing how a church can serve
its own community, and calling attention to the way the
First Church had been doing this. Dr. H. J. Veldman spoke
on the theme, “The Church and World Service.” It was
shown that the first Reformed Church missionary from the
West, Rev. Lambertus Hekhuis, was a member of the First
Church. One of the church’s prized possessions is its Church
Service Flag. This now contains seventy-five stars, each one
representing a foreign missionary or a minister who has
gone from the First Church into the field.
Dr. Van#der Werf spoke to the Sunday school at its ses-

THE MINISTERS’ FUND
REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA
28 East 22nd Street, New York

Rutgers University Notes

a teacher continuously in the school for fifty years.
On Monday night Rev. Siebe C. Nettinga, D.D., of the
Western Seminary, spoke at a public meeting on a historical
subject and there was a musical hour with a social.
During the past quarter century, in spite of the fact that
a number of Reformed churches have been organized in the
town, all of which have drawn members away, the First
Church has grown steadily. The number of families in connection with the Church has doubled in this period, standing
now at 350, the number of communicant members has doubled,
with a present total of 900, and the attendance at the Sunday school has trebled, being now 1,055. Congregational offerings for denominationalpurposes have increased twenty
times in the quarter century.

Col. John T. Axton, Chief of Chaplains of the United
States Army, has been appointed University Chaplain to succeed Dr. Stanley White, who resigned in November because
of ill health. Col. Axton, who will assume his duties on January 2nd, has received the degree of D.D. from Middlebury,
Ursinus, and Elton College, North Carolina. After many
years of Y. M. C. A. work, he was commissioned a chaplain
in the U. S. Army in 1902 with the rank of captain ; in 1917
he was made a major and placed in charge of philanthropic,
social and religious organizations at the Port of Embarkation, Hoboken. On July 15, 1920, he was made chief of
chaplains of the U. S. Army. Col. Axton was awarded the
Distinguished Service Medal and has been decorated by the
French and Italian Governments. He will have charge of
all chapel services at Rutgers and act as advisory secretary
of the college Y. M. C. A.

American Church in Paris Celebrates Anni-

The Rutgers ’Varsity debating team will engage in thirteen
debates during the coming winter and spring and will take
a trip through Virginia and North Carolina in March to en-

sion at noon. One of those present was Mr. B. Steketee,

has

who

been-

gage in forensic contests with a number of southern colleges.
More than 60 candidates are already working out for the
team.

versary
By Professor Charles van Hochstedt

HTHE American Church in

Paris, located in

Rue de

Berri,

founded in 1857 by Rev. Dr. Kirk, of Boston, is, after
the U. S. Embassy, the oldest American settlement in the
French capital. It has just celebrated the 70th anniversary
of its organization.

Under

Ask Me Another

ANSWERS

the leadership of the pastor, Rev.

1. Andrew; John the Baptist’s.
J. Wilson Cochran, D.D., a solemn service of thanksgiving
was held, at which. Rev. Adolph Keller, D.D., representing 2. Consistory, Classis, Particular Synod, General Synod.
3. No. In the Acts. By Paul.
the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America, pre4. Three; Hebrew, Greek and Latin.
sided, and among those present were M. Buckaer, of the
5. Probably not. At some time within two years of His
American Christian Union, M. Fusier, Counsellor of State
birth.
for the French Protestant Federation, M. Andre Monod,
6. Seven.
General Secretary of the Protestant Churches in France,
7. Because of a difference of opinion as to taking along
M. Piexptto, President of the American Church in Paris,
John Mark who had deserted them at Perga on the
General Isnard, assistant military governor of Paris, and
first
t
Major General Hughes, of the American Army.
8. The child of the Shunammite woman.
Rev. Chauncey W. Goodrich, D.D., a former pastor, de9. David and Bath-sheba.
scribed the history of the Church, telling that Dr. Kirk, the
founder, in 1857, said, “We want to erect a noble monument. 10. Ezekiel.
You Americans are bound to maintain it” His plan was 11. Deborah.
12.
W. D. B.
to erect a house of prayer for all nations.

,

journey.
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Discuss the matter of students praying
about their examinations, from the standpoint of whether they have not studied
the subjects or whether they have put
in their best efforts. What about asking
God to help you In winning your games?

of Urtliaba

FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND
YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES

ieftartmrat

Conduct*) by Rbv. Abram

Conducted by

Duryb

Miss Gladys H. Woods

The prayer of faith brings real answers. Those of you who have read Mr.
Stanley Jones’ “The Christ of the Indian
4.

Christian Endeavor Topic

New Paths for Old Purposes

Sunday, January 8, 1928

Road” will remember what he

WHAT PRAYER CAN ACCOMPLISH himself

SUGGESTED PROGRAM
Chapter

Mark

in a meeting at Lucknow. While in
prayer, not particularly thinking about
myself, a Voice seemed to say, ‘Are you
vourself ready for this work to which
I have called you?’ I replied: ‘No, Lord,
I am done for. I have reached the end
of my rope.’ The Voice replied, ‘If you
will turn that over to me and not worry
about it, I will take care of it’ I quickly

in closer communication with the
You can hardly begin the meeting in
Heavenly Father. May we start a better way than by having a few brief
anew on the road of love, worthy to Bible readings in which Jesus is seen
bear the Banner of Christ.
in prayer. Use some of these: At H;s
Hymn— ‘0 Love That Wilt Not Let Me baptism. Luke 3:21, 22; At the end of

answered, ‘Lord,

Mark 1:35; Before choos;ng
the Twelve, Luke 6:12, 13; After the
a busy day,

Topic-NEW OCCASIONS.
%

return of the Seventy, Luke 10:17-22; In
the Garden of Gethsemane, Matt. 26:36Why is the New Year the right 46; On the Cross, Matt. 27:45, 46; His
time to study ourselves? How many teaching concerning prayer, Luke 11:1-4.
have ever made out a week’s sched1. Prayer helps us to realize the presule of her daily living to see how
her time was spent? Challenge the ence of God. With Jesus it was as natgroup to start right now to an in- ural to talk with His Father in Heaven
1st Speaker: Challenge.

self.

2nd Speaker: Are You Ready?

Are you willing and ready to

dis-

cuss this chapter in relation to your-

self? What form of Christianity are
you following? Are you willing to
change some of your habits if necessary in order to live Christ’s way?
How far would you really go toward
enlarging your life by serving
Christ?
3rd Speaker:

Do the Following Represent the
B6st We Have to Give Other Lands?
(See book, page

9.)

What things change from age
age? What do not change?

to

4th Speaker:

What are

the above contributions
to other lands doing to their thinkers
in relation to -Christianity*-. Are

we

as it was to speak with His disciples.
When we pray we remind ourselves that
God is with us; without such devotion
we may live without a thought of Him.
A youner person who had been living
without the habit of daily praver sa:d
“I have almost become an atheist I
have been living as though there were
no God. and I shudder as I think of ’t
now.” Discuss in this connection wheO'e"
vou think there is a danger that keening a daily period of devotion may become a meaningless habit, and how we
can avoid this danger.
2. Praying about a thing helps

we at fault?

us

|

who

close the bargain right

of the most strenuous years of my life
have gone by since then, and the old
trouble has never returned, and I have
never had such health. I seemed to have

topped new Life for body, mind, and
spirit. Life was on a permanently
higher level. And I have done nothing
but take

it."

The Bible Our Nation’s Safe-

guard
President Coolidge has said, “The
foundations of our society and of our
Government rest so much on the teachings of the Bible that it would be difficult
to support

them

these should
cease to be practically universal in our
if faith in

country. Everyone who has given the
matter any thought knows of the great
literary value of the Bible and the broad
culture, aside

3. Prayer has great value for the one that

3th Speaker:

I

here.’ A great peace settled into my
heart and pervaded me. I knew it was
done! Life — abundant Life — had taken
nossession of me. I was so lifted up
that I scarcely touched the road as I
quietly walked home that night. Every
inch was holy ground. For days after
that I hardly knew I had a body. I went
through the days, working all day and
far into the night, and came down to
bedtime wondering why in the world I
should ever go to bed at all, for there
was not the ^lightest trace of tiredness
of any kind. I seemed possessed by Life
and Peace and Rest — by Christ Himself.
“The question came as to whether I
should tell this. I shrank from jt, but
felt I should— and did. After that it was
sink or swim before everybody. But nine

to

perform our part for its accomplishment.
Dr. Livingstone prayed, “Oh, God, help
me to paint this dark continent white ”
and He did so. Would it have been ri^ht
for Livingstone to pray, “Oh, God, paint
this dark continent white"? Discuss the
matter of asking God to answer our own
prayers. Does not this open the doors
and windows of our lives to the blessings

not sending material Rid minus the
spiritual background? Are other God wants to give?
countries judging us falsely, or are

:

help from somewhere I would have to
give up my missionary career, go back to
America, and go to work on a farm to
try to regain my health. It was one of
my darkest hours. At that time I was

I.

Go.”

tells of

“I saw,” he writes, “that unless I got

11:20-26

Perhaps the best results in a practical
Hymn— "Jesus I Have Promised.”
way will be reached through this meetMinutes, Reports, Business, Announce- ing if you take time enough for thoughtful, prayerful discussion. Surely, a
ments, Roll Call.
meeting about prayer should be prefaced
Hymn— “0 Lord, Our God, Arise.”
with prayer and pervaded by it. Here
Scripture — Ezekiel 83:17-21.
is a wonderful opportunity for the PrayPrayer— That in the new year our con- er Meeting Committee. They should
stant problem may be to look deep make an earnest effort not only to arwithin ourselves. That we may real- range for an interesting meeting, but to
ly question whether we deserve the try to help the young folks to make their
name of “Christian.” May we in prayer life more real.
our self analyzation strive to keep

ward study of

837

offers it. It would be good for one with

from

its religious aspect,

comes from a general familiarity
it.

“Although it has been the subject of
to pray daily to God even if God did not
' In the new conditions of this mod- sxist beenuse it puts our minds and most painstaking study for hundreds of
em pioneering age, what old needs hearts in right attitudes, but we believe years, its most thorough students find in
and principles do we find unchanged? that God is a prayer-hearing and a it a constant revelation of new thoughts
Hymn— “Faith of Our Fathers.”
prayer-answering Father. He is inter- and new ideas which minister to the
ested in everything that interests us. spiritual nature of/ the rape.”
Bfenediction. . ,.'

•
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Raritan,

SI}* Hr partmfttf

of

iliofiontry ib«r#tion
Conducted it
Max Nelson, Secretary

—

1

Officers of

May Van

Drent

Marelyn Joyce Spaan
Lois Marjorie Nyhuls

the side of an enclosure or
at least a barrier. As such we might
is

describe it if asked the definition.

When

we want

Street,

Cedar Grove, Wis.
Elaine Jean Walvoord
First, Orange City,

dren.

Picture

-

loving, eager

- to -

chil-

learn

youngsters meet Sunday after Sunday
to stare at drab and often somewhat
dusty walls. These conditions have their
place in creating an impression on the

mind. Recall your own childhood
Sunday school days and how you ap-

child’s

preciated the “trimming-up” of the Sun-

day school room for Christmas. You rejoiced as at the sight of an old friend
in new and attractive attire. Unconsciously the child comes to associate his
religious life and outlook with the im-

1927

28,
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Brower.
Mr.

Treasurer.
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to get through a wall we cut
an opening, a door or gate. When we
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schools in different Reformed Churches,
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which surround the gatherings of
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We

raise the eye to the place where

horizons can be seen.
-Let’s make our first step in 1928 a
practical one.

HOLLAND.

Mary Aletha Bowen
John Story Bowen

new

Florence Patricia Reager

Fifth,

F. M.

Committee in Charge: F. M. Potter, L.H.D., Min
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Rust the two following Indian babies are en- which they are intended. Never insert officeri
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The Chairman of the Cradle Roll extends to all
the members of the Roll her best wishes and the
season’s greetings, and joins with the Womens
Board of Domestic Missions in wishing a hearty,
happy Merry Christmas to all.
(Miss) Julia B. Williamson. Chairman.
86. Union Street. New Brunswick. N.
>.,

1

Guest

Mrs.

York City
»• New
* -

ROOMS

‘

GUEST
In the Institute's new etarM
story fire-proofbpildlng at the heart of New York
are available to ministers, missionariesand other
Christian friends. Modern furnishing! and Mcommodations. * Rates reasonable. For InfortUO*
Uon, or reservations, address H. W. HOOT. Gjgf
SecretAry.340 West 55th Street. New Ydrk OfoC .
^ 7
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W. B.

Addresses of them a few days later on a missionary
and as soon as the door was opened said,
Our Missionaries
MI want to see Jesus. Is He here?” His
F. M.

—

ARCOT

THE AMERICAN SEAMEN’S

FRIEND SOCIETY

MISSION

General Address: Madras Presidency,India
Dr. Ida S. Scudder, M.D., Vellore
Miss Gertrude Dodd. Vellore
Miss Charlotte C. Wyckoff, Chittoor

Incorporated 1888

The only American undenominationalinternaand national Society aiding
Maintains a Sailors' Home and Institute at 507
Weat Street, New York City.
Loan Libraries ($25) placed on vessels sailing
from New York.
Shipwrecked and destitute seiunen
PUBLISHES the “Sailors' Magaaine ($1.00).
SUPPORTED by contributions and legacies.
John B. Calvert. D.D., President; George Sidney
tional

Mrs.
Miss
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss
Miss

W. T. Scudder. M.D., Tindinavam
Elisabeth W. Conklin. Chittoor

readers.

John W. Conklin, Chittoor
.
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An

Death

1818

IS MEMOR1AM.

V

Hu

mlulonu-le. ipcakinc
languaca and
At a meeting of the Women’s Missionary Society
Ghriiti.n literaturein 88 languacta.
of the “Old First” Reformed Church of Brooklyn,
Last year conducted 8414 public meetings, and
New York, held on Wednesday, December 7th,
visited 88.858 immigraat homes in twelve North1927, the members expressed their desire to
on record their deep sorrow in the loss of

Central States.
All donations should be tent to

CHICAGO TRACT SOCIETY.
140 S.

Street.

Dearborn
Chicago. Ill
Rev. L. B. Trowbridge, Secretary.

NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE
Incorporated 1908

EVANGELICAL, EVANGELISTIC. INTER-

DENOMINATIONAL.
The object of the Institute is to publish widely
news of Christ's salvation and to bring as
aany people as possible to a saving knowledge
of Christ. This is done by the thorough training
of Christian workers through the Institute's Resident, Day and Evening Schools; and through the
participation by students and by the Institute
itatf in daily outdoor and indoor evangelistic meetings, conducted throughout the year.
More than 800 graduates of the Institute have
gone to foreign mission fields under more than
S6 denominational and interdenominational Misthe

place
their

fellow member,
MRS. P. THEODORE POCKMAN.
They are grateful for the privilege of having
served with her, and believe that the influence of
her devotion to the work of the Master will continue to he felt in the Society to which she gave
such loving service.
To the family of Mrs. Pockman the Society extends heartfelt sympathy, with the prayer that our
Heavenly Father will comfort and sustain them in
their

bereavement
Mrs. Forrest M. Towl. President.
Mrs. George J. Sowter. Secretary.

The Power of Christian
Literature in Japan
The 1927 Christian Movement

and Formosa

contains

in

a whole

interesting binding together of six-

definitions and many fresh insight*
which help greatly to understand and integrate the vast changes going on these
days. In pointing out the New Realism
he defines — “realism stands for the primacy of reality, of objectivity, and its
demand that our thinking shall obey and
not command life." After dealing with
“The Basis of Faith,” “Educational

*

INCORPORATED

j

teen essays previously published in the
reviews of the Methodist Church of the
United States and the United Church of
Canada. All of them are good, and some
are packed full of sound thinking. The
busy pastor will rejoice in many new

1857

1889

Booftg

Fairbairn.

COMMITTEE

CHICAGO TRACT SOCIETY

JftetD

The Appeal to Reality. By R. EdU

NEW YORK SABBATH
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earnestness was rewarded by his really
finding Christ as a Saviour. The printed
Christian page is a mighty force in this

country whose people are a nation of
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Japan

Evangelism,” “Creating a Social Instinct,” the heresies of Rationalism and
of “The Simple Gospel,” he analyzes the
present controversy and hails 'The Turn
of the Tide” toward “a new and courageous loyalty to reality” which in our
day fuses the permanent values of the
Renaissance and the Reformation. A
worth while, stimulating book. (Abiftgdon Press, $1.)
Jesus as a Philosopher and Other Radio
Talks. By Prof. H. H. Horne.
The interest in the Man of Galilee does
not seem to wane. Here is another booklet of some strength, giving a splendid
outline of Christ’s intellectual outlook
and His views of many problems which
the thoughtful man must face today. It
is altogether a book with educative purpose and direction. (Abingdon Press, $1.)

section

devoted to the theme of Christian literaDuring the year ending March 81. 1927, the ture and several inspiring chapters on
Institute conducted 8.711 outdoor evangelistic
Meetings, having an aggregate attendance of the open door for this type of evangel598,710.
ism. Some illustrativeincidents are conThe National Bible Inetitute ts entirely eupported
tributed by George Braithwaite of the
h the free will offeringe of tho LonTe people,
ilon Boards.

The Christ We Know. By

Charles
Fiske, D.D., Bishop of Central

New York.

This volume comes at a very opportune
copy of the Institute's monthly magazine, Japan Book and Tract Society:
lie Bible Today, and a copy of the catalogue of
A Japanese got hold of a tract, “The time in contrast with Bruce Barton’s al'nstitute's Schools, will be sent on request.
Nobody
'beers : President, Don O. Shilton; Treasurer, Sermon on the Mount with Notes,” which most silly thesis, “The
'! H. Monro; Registrar, B. Allin Rod.
came to him as a revelation of what a Knows.” Dr. Fiske gives us a true view
The National Bible Institute
man ought to be and also of what he of tho Christ— such an interpretation

A

Man

840

West Fifty-fifthStreet, New York.

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY
ORGANIZED

1825

It is interdenominational,
evangelical

and

inter-

ational It publishes tracts, pamphlets, hooks,
hymnals and periodicals, in many languages, distributed

through

and other agencies.
it ministers to the

its colporteurs

In the Master's Name

could be. As he read it he repented and
turned to Christ for pardon and salvation. One copy of Pilgrim’s Progress
was blessed to lead no fewer than five
Japanese into the light'' A gentleman,
soon after a fire had destroyed his house
and entire property, received a tract,
“The Renovation of the Heart,” which
led him to Jesus as the One to meet his
need. Constrained by the love of Christ
he opened his house to other needy ones
and was led before long to found an
Orphanage. An engine driver, having
received two or three tracts, called with

of His personality and power as convinces the heart that we have a real
Christ whose life and love lead to ideals,
and not a Christ whose manner of thinking and living is offensive to the finer
senses of the soul. The chapters are
brief but timely. They teem with fine
discriminations and common sense but
bring the heart to a tender and loving
Christ at every step. The Christ of this
book is beautiful and singularly attractive; far removed from the “gutter-characterizations” of “The Man Nobody
Knows.” (Harper Brothers, $2.)
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open the umbrella for. you,” said
Status of
in Indit
Charlie, running over to her.
So much has been written about chm
Dropping his skates, he took the umbrella from her hands, and, although he marriage in India that an extract from
was little and the umbrella was big, he the Woman's Outlook, the organ of the
“I’ll

dtp

(fUfildrett’a

Qtarnn

Women

very soon raised it in spite of the bluster“Of Such is the
of ing weather.
Then pulling a piece of string out of
Heaven”
his trousers pocket, he tied the bundle
Last winter a Sunday school was start- more securely and handed it back to her.
“Thank you,” said the woman. “It
ed in the neighborhood of the big spinning factory in Nishi-Oita, Japan, for was very kind of you to do all that for
children of some of the operatives. The me.”
“Oh, that’s all right,” replied Charlie,
wife of one of the officers is a Christian,
and we met in her home. I would go smiling pleasantly, as he picked up his
down an hour early and teach her the skates.
The woman looked after him as he
lesson and have prayer. Then she would
send her small son to call his playmates. ran /down the road whistling a merry

Kingdom

/ »'

;

About sixteen would gather. We taught tune.
“A nice boy and a good son,” she
them songs and Bible verses, and told
thought as she trudged along without
them a Bible story.
0 Kiyo San, a wee girl of five, was any further trouble.
She went her way and he went his,
always one of the first to come. She
was the youngest of a family of ten, each feeling very happy, for such little
some of whom were already married. So deeds of kindness are what bring sunshe was a great pet. One Sunday the shine and happiness into our own lives
story was of the healing of the daugh- as well as to others. Try it and see if
ter of Jairus, and all the children lis- it is not true.— Exchange.

Young Women’s Christian Association of
India, Burma and Ceylon, is enlightening.
“Much of the marriage problem has been
solved by the growing independence and
self-assertion of . the Indian

Would he ever get

and

the holy

books do not enjoin early marriage
religion, and that

man and woman

are

with Miss Maya Das in

establishing

schools for teaching women the art of
weaving. These schools have now been

completely taken over by the
ment and been affiliated to the

ment Weaving

GovernGovern-

Institute, Serampore.

Give God the Best:— Honor the Lord
with thy subsunce, and with the first
fruits of all thine increase.— Prov.

3:9.

MENEELY
BELL CO!
TROY,

ANDN.Y.

ZZOBRO

AQWAY,

N.Y.

CITY

BELLS

it

right?

“It is pretty hard to know all these
things, isn’t it, Teddy?” said his aunt.
“Yes, but it’s a great deal harder to
unknow ’em after you once get ’em
crooked!”

"l* ORGANS
AND PIANOS

place.”

Teddy was right. It is very hard to
That night she rested well, but early “unknow” the wrong things that we have

in the morning she called her mother to learned. — Exchange.
bring her new straw sandals, parasol
and hat. When they were placed by her
pillow she said to her mother, “Now take
my hand,” smiled, — and was gone.

As the children told me this there was
a note of joy in their voices. The sting
of death seemed to have been taken away.
Only two months of learning, and such
faith!

V. G.

What

P.

Charlie Did

i\lh()R\f )\S

the

Sunday Schools

I

thying to open an umbrella.

She was having a very hard time ; the
wind blew so fiercely it whisked the end
of her shawl over her face, and it looked very much as if she would drop her
bundle in the mud.

tin*

secret of tin*

of the

A Fen

tremendous growth of

world during the past

of the

fifty

years.
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hey teach the Bible

A common subject

sled?
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Graded Quarterlies

It was Saturday, but a dark, dismal,
cloudy day. What could a little boy do
on such a day, even if he did have a
new pair of skates and a beautiful red

' That was the question that was botheri$tn ing : Charlie Graham as he walked disconsolately down the road. He had not
gone very far when suddenly great drops
of rain began to fall ; a gust of wind blew
open his coat, and he was obliged to turn
around to button it. As he did so, he saw
an old woman with a bundle under one
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equal in the sight of the almighty." A
long step toward making women financially independent was taken when Mist
Elizabeth Wilson, of the National Staff
of the Y. W. C. A., was instrumental
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learned it first.

woman

by the gradual discovery that

tended attentively, and some asked questions about death and heaven.
Hard to
In Aplril 0 Kiyo San died. They had
not thought she was very ill, but one
Teddy had learned to spell a word in
evening she called her mother and said, a way that was not the right way, and
“I am going to Jesus’ place. He loves every time he came to it in his writing
little children.” Frightened, the mother
lesson, he wanted to spell it as he had
hurriedly called the doctor, who said she
was no worse. When the Bible woman
came in the mother asked what 0 Kiyo
San meant. She explaihed that 0 Kiyo
San thought she was going to die, and
she had a talk with the little tot, who
still kept saying, “I’m going to Jesus’
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