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THE BUILDING 

The Cook Center for Theological Research, named in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius Cook, 
provides an additional 25,000 square feet of facilities for Western Seminary. This increases the 
seminary floor space by almost 75 percent and is intended to provide facilities adequate to take 
Western Seminary into the next century. 

The Cook Center is often referred to as "the new library," and that it is. But it is also much more 
than a library! The Beardslee Library, which had outgrown its previous quarters years ago, is now 
housed on floors one through five of the new research center. In addition, however, the new building 
provides four seminar rooms, one each on floors two through five, and an additional office-meeting 
room on the mezzanine floor as well as space for expansion on that same floor. From a student 
standpoint, among the most attractive features of the library portion of the new building are the 48 
carrels (private study areas) which are attractively placed near windows and near the library stacks. 
Study tables and casual reading areas are also interspersed throughout the stack floors. 

The sixth floor is the conference center which serves several functions: Here faculty and board 
meetings, Doctor of Ministry candidate seminars, and other special gatherings can take place in a quiet, 
pleasant atmosphere. A kitchenette on this floor - and its flexibility - make it possible to provide 
food service for groups up to 40 people. Guilds and consistories are already planning to hold special 
meetings there - and this we welcome. 

The sixth floor also has special cabinets for housing and displaying our fine rare book collection and 
art objects from various parts of the world. These items can now be viewed and used whereas before 
they were rather inaccessible. This floor also contains two special private study rooms for pastors and 
professors on study leave or sabbatical and for visiting scholars. Both of these rooms are already in use. 

The lower level of the building contains a video education center which will facilitate exciting 
approaches to the teaching of preaching, Christian education, and counseling. This facility should 
become a focal point for new ventures in Christian communication through audiovisual means. 

The Cook Center for Theological Research is not merely a building but is intended to be an active, 
dynamic center in which growing in the faith and knowledge of God in Christ Jesus is a stimulating 
and pleasant experience. 
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WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

When Western Seminary came into being in 1866 as an integral part of Hope College, it was given 
that name because it represented the western frontier of the Reformed Church in America. From a 
fledgling institution of seven students and no separate facilities or full-time professors of theology, the 
institution has grown in size and stature to the point where two thirds of the active ministers in the 
Reformed Church and 90 percent of its ordained missionaries are Western graduates. 

This has been accomplished with very modest facilities for much of its history. One of its most 
distinguished professors, Albertus Pieters, minced no words in describing the seminary he experienced 
as a student ( 1888-1891): "grounds, none; recitation hall, none; maps, none; library, none; periodicals, 
none." 

The situation soon improved as Semelink Hall - a classroom building - was constructed in 1895 
and Beardslee Library in 1913. The same year a dormitory, Z wemer Hall, was built, and was enlarged 
in 1928. It was not until 1948, however, that Western had its first full-time librarian! Now Beardslee 
Library, housed in the new Cook Center for Theological Research, with its 80,000 volumes, is one of 
the strengths of Western Seminary and provides rich resources not only for the seminary community 
but also for scholars, clergy, and laity throughout Western Michigan. 

By the end of World War II, Semelink Hall and Beardslee Library had become inadequate and plans 
were soon made to replace those antiquated structures. For the first time in its history Western 
Seminary engaged in a major capital drive. Within two years $750,000 was raised and in 1955 the 
seminary's present lovely Georgian structure was dedicated debt-free, largely due to the generosity of 
congregations of the Reformed Church. 

By the mid- l 970s it became apparent that additional facilities were desperately needed. The student 
body and faculty had doubled in size, the staff had quadrupled, and the library had tripled in size 
during that brief span. It was obviously time for another major addition; the result was the EXPAND 
WESTERN building program which was initiated in 1978. 

Western Seminary has experienced steady growth and has undergone many changes during its 115 
year history. These changes are reflected in the high level of its supervised ministry program, the 
variety of its academic offerings, and its four degree programs, as well as in the diversity of its student 
body. When our present Georgian structure was completed in 1955 most of the students came from 
two colleges - Hope and Central - and were almost exclusively from the Reformed Church in 
America. Today's student body comes from over thirty different colleges and universities and 
represents nineteen denominations. 

Yet one thing remains constant. In all of its efforts to upgrade the quality of its training and to 
provide a theological education that meets the challenges of each age, Western Seminary continues to 
stand in the evangelical tradition with an increasingly catholic spirit. Above all, it gives thanks for its 
rich Reformed heritage and seeks to be continually reforming - semper reformanda! - according to 
the Spirit and the Word. 
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The Dedication of the 
COOK CENTER FOR THEOLOGICAL RESEARCH 

Western Theological Seminary 
Holland, Michigan 

March 3, 1981 

THE PROGRAM FOR THE DAY 
ACADEMIC CONVOCATION 

LUNCHEON 

LECTURE: 

OPEN HOUSE 

Mulder Chapel 
Tours of the Cook Center will 

follow the Convocation 

Seminary Commons 

The Rev. Dr. Calvin H. Schmitt 
Mulder Chapel 

Cook Center 
SERVICE OF WORSHIP AND DEDICATION 

Dimnent Chapel 

~ 
THE COOK CENTER FOR THEOLOGICAL RESEARCH 

1981 
Planned as a dynamic center to broaden the training of persons 

who have dedicated themselves to the service of Christ and his church 
Realized through the gifts of many 

Reformed Churches in America 
Western Theological Seminary Alumni and Friends 

Named in gratitude for generous gifts from 
Peter C. and Emajean Cook 

In loving and grateful memory of Cornelius P. and Cornelia Cook 
representative of Christian parents who without material wealth 

enriched the church by giving the faith to their children 
Peter Cornelius Arthur John 
Robert Frederick James Ivan 

Cornelius Roger 

I/ 

10:00 a.m. 

12:00 noon 

1 :00 p.m. 

3:00-5:00 p.m. 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. 

/ 
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THE ACADEMIC CONVOCATION 
Mulder Chapel 

10:00 a.m. 

PRELUDE: "Schubler Chorales, I, V, VI" Johann Sebastian Bach 

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices; 
Who, from our mothers' arms, has blessed us on our way, 
With countless gifts oflove, and still is ours today. 
0 may this bounteous God, through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts, and blessed peace to cheer us; 
And keep us in His grace, and guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all ills in this world and the next. 
All praise and thanks to God, the Father now be given, 
The Son, and Him who reigns, with them in highest heaven, 
The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore; 
For thus it was is now, and shall be evermore. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

ANTHEM "Song of Praise" 

LESSON: Hebrews 11:32-12:2 

ANTHEM "Jesus Christ, the Lord of Joy" 

ADDRESS: "The Theological Library: In Touch With the Witnesses" 

LITANY 
Minister: 

People: 
Minister: 

People: 
Minister: 

People: 
Minister: 

People: 
Minister: 

Almighty and everliving God, you who have taught us to make prayer and 
supplication for all persons, hear us as we humbly beseech you, 0 Lord: 
That it may please you to inspire continually the universal Church with the spirit of 
truth, unity and concord; 

HEAR US, WE BESEECH YOU, 0 LORD. 
That it may please you to grant that all they that confess your holy name may 
agree in the truth of your holy Word, and live in unity and godly love; 

HEAR US, WE BESEECH YOU, 0 LORD. 
That it may please you to give your heavenly grace to all pastors of your flock, to 
all missionaries, evangelists and teachers of your Word, that they may by their life 
and doctrine set forth your true and living Word, and faithfully administer your 
holy sacraments; 

HEAR US, WE BESEECH YOU, 0 LORD. 
That it may please you to bless in their several callings all your servants who labor 
in farm and factory, in office and home, for the building up of your Church and the 
spread of your Gospel, that the whole world may be filled with the knowledge of 
your truth; 

HEAR US, WE BESEECH YOU, 0 LORD. 
That it may please you to bless this Seminary in all parts of its life and work, that 
all who teach and all who learn may, together with their families, be made effective 
servants in your Kingdom, and serve you in holiness and righteousness all the days 
of this life; 

Carl Sitton 

Paul Bouman 
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People: 
Minister: 

People: 
Minister: 

Unison: 

HEAR US, WE BESEECH YOU, 0 LORD. 
That it may please you to bless the building which we this day dedicate to your 
glory. May it long stand before you as a symbol of our thankfulness; providing 
shelter for those who would struggle to know your truth and encouragement for 
those who dedicate themselves to the service of your kingdom; 

HEAR US, WE BESEECH YOU, 0 LORD. 
And finally, gracious Father, be pleased to accept the love and adoration which we 
humbly offer you in the name of your Son, our Redeemer, who has taught us when 
we pray, to say, 

OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME. THY 
KINGDOM COME: THY WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH, AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. 
GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD. AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS AS 
WE FORGIVE OUR DEBOTRS. AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT 
DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, 
AND THE GLORY FOREVER. AMEN. 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN 
Speak forth your word, 0 Father, 
All human minds to feed: 
The people starve and perish, 
And cannot name their need; 
For so, Lord, you have made us 
That not alone by bread, 
But by your word of comfort 
Our hunger must be fed. 
The secrets of the atom, 
The universe of light, 
All wonders of creation 
Proclaim your boundless might; 
But only through the witness 
From soul to soul passed on, 
Do you reveal in fullness 
The gospel of your Son. 
In every person's language, 
To every person's home, 
By many paths and channels 
The grace of Christ may come: 
The printed word on paper, 
The wave that spans the air, 
The screen, the stage, the picture 
May all your truth declare. 
How shall earth hear your message 
If there are none to preach? 
How shall earth learn your lesson 
If there are none to teach? 
Take us, then, Lord, and use us 
To tell what we have heard, 
And all the minds of millions 
Shall feed upon your word. Amen. 

Charles Jeffries, alt. 

Tune: Aurelia 

POSTLUDE: "Ein' Feste Burg" Johann Pachelbel 



THE SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
Dimnent Chapel 

THE PRELUDE "Prelude in B Minor" 

8:00 p.m. 

Johann Sebastian Bach 

THE INTROIT "O Come, Ye Servants of the Lord" 

*THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN 

Christopher Tye 

Mit Freuden Zart 
Sing praise to God who reigns above, 
The God of all creation, 
The God of power, the God of love, 
The God of our salvation; 
With healing balm my soul God fills, 
And every faithless murmur stills: 
To God all praise and glory. 
What God's almighty power has made, 
His gracious mercy keepeth; 
By morning glow or evening shade 
His watchful eye ne'er sleepeth; 
Within the kingdom of His might, 
Lo! all is just and all is right: 
To God all praise and glory. 
The Lord is never far away, 
But, through all grief distressing, 
An ever-present help and stay, 
Our peace, and joy, and blessing; 
As with a mother's tender hand, 
God leads the church, this chosen band: 
To God all praise and glory. 

Thus, all my toilsome way along, 
I sing aloud your praises, 
That all may hear the grateful song 
My voice unwearied raises; 
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart, 
Both soul and body bear your part: 
To God all praise and glory. 
Come you who name Christ's holy name 
Give God all praise and glory: 
Come you who own God's power proclaim 
Aloud the wondrous story. 
Cast each false idol from his throne, 
The Lord is God, and he alone: 
To God all praise and glory. Amen. 

*THE VOTUM, SENTENCES, SALUTATION 
Minister: 
People: 
Minister: 
People: 
Minister: 
People: 
Minister: 
People: 
Minister: 
People: 

Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
AMEN. 
The Lord gives wisdom; 
FROM GOD'S MOUTH COME KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING; 
God stores up sound wisdom for the upright; 
GOD IS A SHIELD TO THOSE WHO WALK IN INTEGRITY, 
Guarding the paths of justice 
AND PRESERVING THE WAY OF HIS SAINTS (Proverbs 2:6-8). 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
AMEN. 

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Gracious God, as members of your whole church we gather in this place to praise your name. 
We come to worship because we have seen your glory, and heard your call, and felt your leading 
within our lives. And now Lord, we thank you for all of the abundant blessings you have 
lavished upon this school and this portion of your church. As we commemorate, with this festal 
service, this significant change in the life of Western Theological Seminary, remind us, 0 Lord, 
of the great host of saints who by your grace have committed this heritage to us. For all past 
professors and board members, staff and students, for all faithful supporters of our seminary we 
give you thanks and ask you now to form us with them into one glorious band to give you 
praise in this glad hour. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

THE ANTHEM "I was Glad When They Said Unto Me" C. Hubert H. Parry 
(from Psalm cxxii) 

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Job 8: 1-10 
THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: John 21: 15-25 
THE SERMON: To Write the Books the World Cannot Contain 

*THE HYMN Dundee (French) 
Thou art the way; to thee alone 
From sin and death we flee; 
And he who would thy Father seek 
Must seek him, Lord by thee. 
Thou art the truth: thy word alone 
True wisdom can impart; 
Thou only canst inform the mind 
And purify the heart. 

Thou art the life: the rending tomb 
Proclaims thy conquering arm; 
And those who put their trust in thee 
Nor death nor hell shall harm. 
Thou art the way, the truth, the life: 
Grant us that way to know, 
That truth to share, that life to win 
Whose joys eternal flow. Amen. 

George Washington Doane, alt. 



THE DEDICATION 
The Presentation of the Key to the Seminary 
The Response 
The Presentation of the Building to the Church 
The Response 
The Prayer of Consecration: 

Minister: 

People: 
Minister: 

People: 
Minister: 
People: 

Minister: 

People: 

Minister: 
People: 
Minister: 
People: 

For the treasures of ancient learning and modern science, 
For the insights of men and women who spoke long ago and of those who teach today; 
For the shared wisdom of persons near and far 
For the comfort of your gospel and the challenge of your continuing revelation 
WE GIVE YOU THANKS, 0 LORD. 
For architects who transformed hopes into reasoned plans 
For builders who used muscle and skill to translate plans into structure, 
For kind friends and congregations who gave generously to underwrite the costs 
WE GIVE YOU THANKS, 0 LORD. 
The building which is the result of all of this planning, labor, dedication and generosity 
WE DEDICATE NOW TO YOU, LORD GOD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. WE PRAY THAT 

IT MAY LONG PROVIDE SHELTER FOR THOSE WHO WOULD LEARN YOUR 
TRUTH; THAT IT MAY BE FILLED WITH DATA USEFUL TO THOSE WHO LABOR 
FOR YOUR JUSTICE; THAT THOSE WHO STUDY IN IT MAY KNOW YOUR LOVING 
KINDNESS; AND THAT YOUR PEACE MAY REMAIN FOREVER WITHIN ITS WALLS. 

By its existence, faithful Savior, may the leaders of your people be better trained for their 
ministries; 

MAY THE MEMBERS OF CHRIST'S BODY MORE FULLY UNDERSTAND THEIR 
MISSION; 

May those outside the church be encouraged to study your gospel, 
AND MAY THE KNOWLEDGE OF YOUR GRACE GROW FROM MORE TO MORE. 
Until the kingdoms of this world become the kingdom of our God and of his Christ 
AND TO YOU BE ALL BLESSING AND GLORY AND WISDOM AND THANKSGIVING 

AND HONOR AND POWER AND MIGHT FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN. 

ANTHEM Deus Ascendit 
God has ascended with jubilation, and the Lord 
with the sound of the trumpet. Alleluia. The 
Lord has prepared his seat in Heaven. Alleluia. 

Psalm xlvii.5 (Sung in Latin) 

*THE BENEDICTION 
Minister: 

People: 

May the Lord bless you and sustain you; 
May the Lord smile upon you and be gracious to you; 
May the Lord keep you in the safety of his presence and grant you virtuous 
prosperity. 
AMEN. 

Peter Philips 

*THE RECESSIONAL HYMN 
All praise to thee for thou 0 king divine, 
Yielded the glory that of right was thine, 

Sine Nomine 
Wherefore, by God's eternal purpose, thou 

That in our darkened hearts thy grace might shine: 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Thou cam 'st to us in lowliness of thought; 
By thee the outcast and the poor were sought, 
And by thy death was God's salvation wrought: 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Let this mind be in us which was in thee, 
Who wast a servant that we might be free, 
Humbling thyself to death on Calvary: 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

THE POSTLUDE "Fanfare" 

Art high exalted o'er all creatures now, 
And given the name to which all knees shall bow: 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Let every tongue confess with one accord 
In heaven and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord; 
And God the Father be by all adored: 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Francis Bland Tucker, alt. 

John Cook 

The congregation is invited to assemble at the north entrance to the Cook Center for the official 
opening of the building after which refreshments and tours of the structure will be available. 



PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS 

Leigh Boelk.ins, A.B., First-year student from Muskegon, Michigan, will read the Old Testament lesson 
during evening worship. 

The Reverend Harry Buis, Th.M., Pastor of the Hudsonville Reformed Church of Hudsonville, 
Michigan and President of the General Synod, will accept the building on behalf of the Church. 

Mark Bush, A.B., First-year student from Bondurant, Iowa, will direct the Seminary Choir. 

Roger Davis, M.Mus., Professor of Music, Hope College, will serve as organist during evening worship. 

Carl A. Droppers, A.I.A., representing the architectural firms, will present the key of the building to 
the Seminary. 

The Reverend Eugene P. Heideman, Th.D., Dean of the Seminary, will offer the Prayer of 
Thanksgiving at the Academic Convocation. 

The Reverend I. John Hesselink, D.Theol., L.H.D., President of the Seminary, will preside. 

The Hope College Chapel Choir will sing the anthems during evening worship. 

The Reverend Norman J. Kansfield, S.T.M., Librarian of the John Walter Beardslee Library, will 
preach the sermon during evening worship. 

Jerrald H. Redeker, A.B., Chairman of the Western Management Committee, the Board of Theological 
Education, will present the building to the Church. 

Roger Rietberg, M.S.M., Professor of Music, Hope College, will direct the Hope College Chapel Choir. 

The Reverend Calvin H. Schmitt, Litt.D., General Director Emeritus of the Jesuit-Krauss-McCormick 
Library and Archivist for McCormick Theological Seminary will present the afternoon lecture. 

Mildred W. Schuppert, B.L.S., Librarian Emeritus of the John Walter Beardslee Library, will read the 
lesson at the Academic Convocation. 

The Reverend John B. Trotti, Ph.D., Librarian for the Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, 
Virginia, will present the lecture at the Academic Convocation. 

Jeffrey Van Der Weele, B.S., Third-year student from Sheboygan, Wisconsin, will read the New 
Testament lesson during evening worship. 

Frederick Van Dyke will serve as organist for the Seminary Choir. 

Barbara B. Veurink, Organist of the Hope Reformed Church, will serve as organist for the Academic 
Convocation. 

The Western Seminary Choir will sing the anthems during the Academic Convocation. 

Norene Walters will serve as organist for the Hope College Chapel Choir. 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Architects 

General Contractor 
Mechanical Contractors 

Electrical Contractor 
Concrete 
Masonry 
Mill work 
Site work 
Dampproofing 
Roofing 
Windows and Glass 
Drywall and Ceilings 
Floors and Carpeting 
Painting 
Furniture 

Interior Decorator 

KSV, Architects, Holland 
Carl Droppers AIA, Cleveland 
Pioneer Construction Company, Grand Rapids 
Acme Heating, Grand Rapids 
Breuker and Den Bleyker, Holland 
Otis Elevator, Grand Rapids 
Vanderwall Fire Protection, Grand Rapids 
Parkway Electric, Holland 
Kent Concrete, Grand Rapids 
VanderJagt Bros., Coopersville 
Cook Millwork, Holland 
Shinville Associates, Holland 
William Kelly, Grand Rapids 
Great Lakes Systems, Grand Rapids 
Architectural Building Products, Kalamazoo 
Bouma Tile, Grand Rapids 
West Shore Tile, Holland 
Allied Painting, Grand Rapids 
Herman Miller, Zeeland 
Worden Company, Holland 
Fris Office Outfitters, Holland 
Bud Baty & Associates, Grand Rapids 

BOARD OF THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 
Louis H. Benes, Jr., Vice Chairman 
Harold A. Colenbrander 
Richard J. Decker 
Herman D. De Jong 
Roland Euwema 
Chester Evers, Sr. 
Jona than J. Hinkam p, Chairman 
Robert Hinshalwood 
John Jacobson 
Martin Koopal 
Carlo Lazzaro 
Harvey Prins 
*Member WIS Management Committee 

*Arnold F. Punt 
Friedhelm Radandt 

* J errald H. Redeker, Treasurer 
*V em J. Schipper 
Ronald C. Stockhoff 
Paul W. Swets 
Nida E. Thomas 

*Russell W. Vande Bunte 
Neil Vander Ploeg 

*John Van Eenenaam 
Frank J. Villerius, Secretary 
William H. Waldorf 

COMMITTEE FOR THE EXTENSION OF BUILDING FACILITIES 
Donald J. Bruggink, Chairman 
Paul Colenbrander 

Stephen Norden 
Eugene Osterhaven 
Chester Postma 
Jerrald Redeker 
Willard Rink 

Eugene Heideman 
John Hesselink 
Steven Hoogerwerf 
Norman Kansfield 

Max Boersma 
Malcolm Brown 
Ekdal Buys, Chairman 
Peter Cook 
Bruce De Pree 
Ronald Geschwendt 
John Hesselink 
Henry Kleinheksel 

STEERING COMMITTEE 
EXPAND WESTERN CAMPAIGN 

Iris Myaard 
Arnold Punt 
Jerrald Redeker 
Willard Rink 
Roger Vander Kolk 
Cornelia Van Voorst 
Robert Van Zanten 
Jay Weener 




