


Welcome to the RCA 
www.rca.org 

We are a people with deep roots, a strong 
commitment, a loving spirit, and a forward-looking 
vision. 

The Reformed Church in 
America has been 
around for a long time. 
It is rooted in the 
confessional tradition of 
the Protestant 
Reformation in Europe 
in the sixteenth century. 
Its North American 
beginnings can be 
traced to a worship 
service in 1628 in a room 
above a grist mill in what 
is now New York City. 

Today the RCA includes about 950 churches and 
175,000 confessing members-people of diverse 
ethnicities and many cultures, growing together and 
doing the work of the church. 

Reformed Church in America congregations worship 
and minister in urban centers, small cities, suburbs, 
and rural communities throughout the United States 
and Canada. Each RCA congregation is unique, 
shaped by the needs of its people and its 
community. 

While worship services range from highly formal to 
very informal, Reformed congregations share a 
commitment to sound preaching, Christian 
education for people of all ages, and loving spiritual 
care and guidance. To belong to a Reformed church 
is to be part of a warm and caring Christian family. 

RCA Mission Statement l 

What we believe 
www.rca.org/aboutus/beliefs 

The Reformed 
Church in America 
helps people build 
a strong foundation 
for living in a world 
of change and 
challenge. We 
believe that Jesus is 
the Son of God, 
Lord of creation and 
the Savior of all 

who believe in him. We believe that Scripture is the 
final authority for our faith and living, so we help 
people apply Scripture to their everyday lives. We 
believe the historic Christian faith as confessed in 
the Apostles' Creed. We believe that God comes into 
the world in gracious, mysterious, and surprising 
ways to call people to lives of faith and service. 

Our mission 
www.rca.org/m ission 

We are a church with a heart for mission. We reach 
out to show people the love of Christ in 
communities across North America and around the 
world. Thousands of us volunteer our time and skills 
to minister in North America and overseas. We serve 
in countless ways, including tutoring at-risk kids, 
running food pantries, traveling in work groups to 
rebuild areas devastated by tornadoes and 
hurricanes, and teaching English as a second 
language. We support more than one hundred RCA 
missionaries who teach, practice medicine, and 
engage in community development in over thirty 
countries worldwide, from Ecuador to Ethiopia. 

The Reformed Church in America is a fellowship of con~regations called by God and empowered by the Holy 
Spirit to be the very presence of Jesus Christ in the worl¥ Our shared task is to equip congregations for 
ministry-a thousand churches in a million ways doing ~ne thing-following Christ in mission, in a lost and 
broken world so loved by God. l 
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Our government 
www.rca.org/aboutus/government 

Local RCA churches 
are governed by 
elders and deacons 
who, together with 
their pastor(s), form 
the consistory. 
Governing bodies 
called classes oversee 
congregations and 
ministers. Regional 
synods support classes 
and enable congregations, classes, and the 
denomination to work together. General Synod, an 
annual meeting of ministers and elders representing 
classes and regions, makes decisions that affect the 
life and work of the entire Reformed Church and 
reflects on, celebrates, and oversees the ministry, 
mission, and operations of the church. 

Our colleges and seminaries 
www.rca.org/aboutus/edu 

The RCA ministers in partnership with three colleges 
and operates two theological seminaries. The 
colleges-all liberal arts institutions with a Christian 
emphasis-are Central College in Pella, Iowa; Hope 
College in Holland, Michigan; and Northwestern 
College in Orange City, Iowa. Students prepare for 

Christian ministry at 
New Brunswick 
Theological Seminary 
in New Brunswick, 
New Jersey; Western 
Theological Seminary 
in Holland, Michigan; 
and other seminaries 
throughout North 
America. 



Our goal 
www.rca.org/ou real I 

After years of collaboration 
by hundreds of people 
from our synods, 
classes, and 
congregations, 
delegates to the 2003 
General Synod 
adopted a goal on 
behalf of the entire 
church. The goal states: 

Following Christ in mission 
together, led by the Holy Spirit, and working with 
all the partners God provides, we believe that God 
is calling the Reformed Church in America over 
the next ten years to focus its efforts and 
resources on 

• starting new congregations and 
• revitalizing existing congregations, 

thereby empowering fruitful and faithful 
ministries for the glory of God. 

Our magazine 
www.rca.org/herald 

Our denominational 
magazine, the Church 
Herald, offers a broad 
range of articles, from 
news reports to daily 
Advent devotionals, in 
order to keep 
members informed 
and help them on their 
spiritual journeys. 
Funding provided by 
RCA congregations 

makes it possible for the magazine to be sent to 
every household in the RCA. 
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