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Western Theological Seminary is an 
educational institution of the 
Reformed Church in America, and 
is entrusted with the responsibility of 
preparing men and women for 
service and witness in Christ's 
Church. Our challenge is-and 
always will be-"Toward a Greater 
Excellence in Ministry." 

The making of ministers is not 
unlike training for other professions, 
for they as well require intensive 
study and personal commitment. 
The important exception is that our 
students are gifted Christians who 
have responded in faith to the call 
of God to a life of Christian service. 

Western is committed to develop in 
its students skills in preaching the 

The 
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Word, leading in worship, 
witnessing, pastoral counseling, 
Christian education, and church 
administration, with an overall 
sensitivity and awareness of the 
mission of the church at home and 
abroad. These skills are developed 
primarily in the classroom, but 
practical applications of ministerial 
involvement are also gained through 
supervised field education 
assignments during the academic 
year, in the summer, and in some 
cases year-long internships. 
In seeking to build sound academic 
foundations, students receive 
concentrated training in Old and 
New Testament biblical studies, 
courses in the biblical Hebrew and 
Greek languages and literature, and 

in the fields of historical and 
theological studies. These 
foundations are then broadened and 
developed through field education 
experience. 
The seminary recognizes its God
given responsibility to train students 
for the parish ministry and also for 
specialized ministries in such areas 
as missions, evangelism, counseling, 
education, and social services; but 
above all, it sees the task of the 
minister to be among the people 
of God-to apply the Word 
meaningfully in the complex 
world in which we live. 





The fruit of their labor was realized 
in 1884, when the General Synod 
approved the reopening of Western 
Seminary. 

From that humble beginning of 
seven students, a part-time 
professor, and two lectors, Western 
now numbers 142 students and 
fifteen professors. The first two 
structures, Semelink Family Hall 
(1894) and Beardslee Library (1913), 
were razed in 1954 to provide 
needed facilities for six professors 
and eighty students. 

Even though the facility, staff and 
student populations continue to 
grow, necessitating added facilities, 

the real history and heritage of the 
seminary is people. Western 
Seminary in the last analysis is 
not so much a set of buildings but 
people dedicated and committed 
to the purpose of preparing 
ministers of the Gospel of Christ. 
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The newest degree program at the 
seminary is the Doctor of Ministry 
(D.Min.) which is available to 
qualified persons who have served 
in an area of ministry for five or 
more years. Currently, eight 
candidates are enrolled in this 
advanced program of study. 

While attending the seminary, 
students are encouraged to become 
involved in community and civic 
affairs as responsible citizens. 
Under the guidance of the 
seminary, students participate in 
field assignments and projects that 
aid the social service areas of local 
government. As examples, our 
students bring valuable leadership 
to the Heritage House in Zeeland, 

the Good Samaritan Center in 
Holland, assist the police 
department in special situations, 
and also serve in local hospital and 
nursing homes. 
Seminary personnel also serve on 
the major boards, commissions and 
agencies of the Reformed Church, 
and on a variety of 
interdenominational councils and 
organizations. Through a 
commitment to these and other 
programs, such as archaeological 
excavation, international study, 
faculty research, and publishing, 
the seminary seeks to broaden 
self-understanding, expand 
theological know ledge, and enrich 
the fellowship of all of God's 
children . 



The Reformed Church, affected by 
continuous changes in our society, 
must continue to offer seminary 
education to communicate the 
abiding Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Because of our mobile society, 
suburban communities with their 
shopping malls and supermarkets 
now surround the once strong urban 
centers of our cities. As 
neighborhoods change, some old 
urban congregations find themselves 
struggling to survive, others are 
changing their program and mission 
to meet the needs of that changed 
community, while still others have 
moved te the suburbs. 

Commitment 
to the 
Future 

As a result of this migration and 
change, the Reformed Church is 
expanding into new areas of service 
and witness. Our traditional ethnic 
stance is also changing as new 
members are added from 
backgrounds and life styles of great 
diversity. 

Western Seminary, under the 
direction of the Reformed Church, 
exists primarily to meet the needs 
for theological education in this 
denomination. The increased 
numbers of students, expanding 
educational resources, and the 
requirement of more diverse course 
offerings have created urgent space 
needs to meet our current demands 
and future commitments. In the 

M.Div. program alone, eighty-eight 
elective courses are offered. 

There is an increasing trend within 
our denomination toward staff 
ministries. The team concept of 
ministry is consistent with our age of 
specialization. Yet it further 
increases the demands and 
expectations in theological training 
to equip ministers to meet the 
widespread needs and concerns of 
the people they endeavor to serve. 

We cannot sacrifice the sound basic 
foundations that are provided in 
biblical languages and studies, 
church history, theology, and the 
theory and practice of ministry. 
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Rather, building on those 
foundations, we must move 
forward to provide additional 
resources both for degree students 
and for continuing education 
opportunities for our ministers and 
laity. 

Western Seminary has outgrown its 
present facilities. Constructed 
nearly twenty-five years ago to 
accommodate eighty students and 
six faculty, the building must now 
provide for nearly double that 
number. 

Following are some of the current 
problems we face: Two of the 
original six classrooms have been 
converted into eight offices and 
there is still need for additional 
office space. This has obviously 
placed added pressure on the need 
for classrooms. Commissions and 
committees of the church have no 
space available for meetings. 
Interview teams from our churches 
must often meet with students in 
areas open to public view. Our 
doctoral candidates and visiting 
scholars lack appropriate areas to 
conduct study and research. 



Our library, in particular, has been 
stretched to its critical limits. 
Fourteen years ago a thorough study 
suggested that in ten years the 
present library would reach its 
capacity. In an attempt to alleviate 
this situation a compressed storage 
unit for books was placed in the 
basement. Microfilm and microfiche 
have become important resources 
for research, but they too require 
additional equipment and space in 
order to be functional. 

The seminary's growth over the past 
twenty-five years has created urgent 
space requirements. Our present 
facilities need to be upgraded and 
expanded in order to meet present 
demands and future opportunities. 
Dr. Harvey Hoekstra, President of 
General Synod, expresses well the 
real purpose of the EXPAND 
WESTERN program: "Buildings in 
themselves are simply 
buildings .... When. however, we 
catch the vision of how these new 
facilities can be used to educate 
and train our young people to 
serve more effectively as pastors 
in our churches: to go out as 
evangelists starting new churches 
among the unreached in our 

country and throughout the world: 
when we see them going out as 
Christian educators and 
missionaries: then the new 
building becomes exciting and 
begins to challenge God's people 
to turn the dream of this new 
building into reality." 
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To 
Accomplish Our 

Commitment 



The EXPAND WESTERN campaign 
is planned and organized for the 
purpose of raising $3,125,000. This 
campaign has three objectives: 

to construct a new building that 
will be joined to the present 
facilities by a covered walkway 
on the site presently occupied by 
Zwemer Hall. 

to renovate the present facilities. 

to establish an endowment to 
meet the increased annual 
operating expenses so that there 
will be no sacrifice in our 
primary function of education. 

The Plan 
for 

Expansion 

The new building will provide 
facilities for the library on the first 
five floors. The traditional function 
of the library will be expanded and 
include seminar classrooms placed 
in the immediate proximity to the 
learning resources. Study tables, 
carrels, and casual seating will be 
interspersed throughout the stack 
floors. 
A media center will be located 
below the library in open flexible 
space. Audiovisual equipment 
including videotape resources will 
greatly expand the processes for 
counseling, teaching and 
preaching. 

The top floor of the new building 
will provide service for faculty and 

church organization meetings. It 

will also have the seminary's 
valuable rare books and art 
collection. 

Remodeling and renovation of the 
present structure is planned to 
improve its efficiency and 
coordinate its relationship with the 
new building. The space acquired 
by moving the library will provide a 
large lecture hall and visitor 
reception area. In addition will be a 
greatly enlarged bookstore, 
secretarial services center, and 
administrative and accounting 
offices. The basement area beneath 
will be developed into a student 
lounge for study and recreation. 
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Twenty-five years ago Western Seminary 
completed its fund raising campaign to 
construct the present building. I was a member 
of that effort and was thrilled to witness the 
dedication of the building "debt-free". For 
twenty-five years the Seminary has been served 
well by this facility. 
For the past three years the Building 
Committee has sought a solution to the lack of 
library space. The volume of books and 
periodicals needed for theological education 
these days is staggering. Furthermore, space is 
needed for classrooms and administration and· 
faculty offices. Students, thank God, continue 
to come to Western in great numbers. Some of 
the older professors are teaching classes which 
contain more students than were in the entire 
Seminary when these professors were students. 
Accordingly, the Building Committee, assisted 
by the faculty and a professional review group, 
now present a request for current needs. This 
brochure outlines the funds the Seminary will 
need to complete and maintain the new 
facilities. 
As a member of the Finance Committee during 
the past twenty-five years and Treasurer of the 
Board from 1970 to 1976, I have observed, first 
hand, the increasing financial responsibility of 
the Seminary. The past several years have been 
completed with balanced budgets, thanks to 
many loyal churches and friends. 
Continue to pray for Western, those involved in 
this effort, and for the Lord's guidance as you 
are asked to give. 

Gratefully, 

Ekdal Buys 

I am impressed with how well Western 
Seminary has responded to the changing times 
and the new demands placed upon it in recent 
decades. It has remained true to its heritage 
while making great strides academically and 
professionally. 
Western is quite a different school from that 
from which I graduated twenty-five years ago. 
The faculty and student body have more than 
doubled and a host of new courses and 
programs are now offered. Instead of the single 
degree offered then we now have four degree 
programs. 
The year after I graduated (1954) the present 
facility was built. I recall vividly the thrill of 
returning from Japan on our first furlough in 
1958 and participating in a class reunion in this 
impressive facility. It is still in beautiful shape 
and continues to evoke admiration from our 
visitors. 
However, this facility is now inadequate in 
many ways for our present needs and prohibits 
us from future growth. We are not only 
cramped for space; we are also forced to 
improvise and temporize in many ways as we 
try to carry out our mandate. 
Western Seminary has served the church well 
during its 112 year history. Approximately 70 
percent of the active ministers in the Reformed 
Church are its graduates. Many other 
denominations and churches overseas are also 
indebted to Western. It has come to enjoy an 
enviable reputation. As Dr. Donald Miller, 
former president of Pittsburgh Seminary wrote 
after lecturing here last fall, "I liked the spirit 
of the seminary and the approach to theological 
education that you are following. One does not 
often find a combination of loyalty to the faith 
and the church along with intellectual integrity 
that you folks are fostering." 
We cannot rest on past laurels. The Lord of the 
future calls us to go forward in his name and in 
his power. Now we look to the community, our 
churches and our friends to share with us in the 
first addition to our facilities in a quarter 
century. 

Yours for W estem Seminary, 
I. John Hesselink 




