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On May 10, 2004 I partici-
pated in my tenth com-
mencement as president of
Western Theological Semi-
nary.  As in previous years,
it was an occasion for cele-
bration as graduates were
recognized for completing
various degree programs.
Faculty, staff and trustees
joined family and friends in
saluting another generation
of church leaders—pastors,
educators and counselors.
Commencement.  I have

begun to question whether
this occasion of granting
degrees has been properly
labeled.  While it is a time of
graduation, it is not, for the
vast majority of our stu-
dents, a time when they
commence or begin their
ministry.  Many of our stu-
dents have been engaged in
various Christian ministries
before coming to the semi-
nary.  And while they are
enrolled at the seminary, all
of our Master of Divinity stu-
dents serve congregations,
which we call teaching
churches, as student pas-
tors. Graduation is not a
time in which a student
commences his or her min-
istries, but moves into a dif-
ferent stage of ministry.
I know that I’m being too

picky here.  The point is, like
all Christians who are called
to serve Christ, our students
really have been ministering
in one form or another from
the moment they recognized
that Jesus Christ was Lord
of their lives.  And so it is for
you and for me.
My friends, ministers of

the gospel of Jesus Christ,
grace to you and peace.

DNV
President Dennis N. Voskuil

Notes from 

Distinguished Alumni of 2004

On the occasion of his retirement from
Western Theological Seminary, Dr. James I.
Cook was honored by the General Synod of
1995.  These words appear in the official min-
utes: 

James Ivan Cook has had a long and
distinguished ministry at WTS and in the
Reformed Church in America.  He is
known to his students and colleagues as
the quintessential pastor/teacher in the
rich traditions of the Rev. Dr. Richard
Oudersluys and the late Rev. Dr. Lester
Kuyper.  He set high standards for his stu-
dents; prepared meticulously for lectures;
opened, together with his wife, Jean, his
home and table to generations of stu-
dents; edited rigorously student papers
and articles for the Reformed Review; and
critiqued errant work in love.  

As a theologian, he
helped all to under-
stand the radicality of
God’s grace, the signifi-
cance of a personal,
covenanting God, and
the sustaining love of
God in personal
tragedy.  He found God
incarnate in God’s peo-
ple…

There may be no bet-
ter succinct summary of

Jim’s life as pastor/ teacher/churchman,  but
these words do not speak to what all who
know Jim have come to appreciate most about
him.  A gentle and   gracious spirit emanates
from his core, so in whatever role he may be
fulfilling – proud grandparent, loving husband
and father, loyal friend, fierce table tennis play-

Faithful pastor, godly man, treasured friend
—these are my chief reflections about Cecil
Martens.
I first met Cecil in 1954 when we were serv-

ing the two Reformed churches in Lodi, NJ—
his the Dutch congregation on the hill, mine
the largely southern European group on Main
Street.  We became friends almost overnight as
Cecil arrived fresh from graduation at Western
Seminary.
Cecil was loved from the start by his Lodi

flock.  Some of them longed to see their hand-
some, single pastor find a mate—and they
suggested various young ladies within the con-
gregation!  Cecil himself was feeling both the
same need and considerable pressure from
those well-meaning friends.  Helen and I were
talking with him about the situation one
evening.  We asked if he had any possibilities
back in the Midwest.  He said he did have one
in mind, a girl named Arlene in Muskegon,
Michigan, whom he really liked.  We encour-
aged him to pursue this interest, and he quickly
did.  He eventually proposed over the tele-
phone, and before very long his lovely bride
joined him in Lodi.

Western Theological
Seminary’s
Alumni/ae Council
announces the 2004
Distinguished Alum-
ni Award winners:
the Rev. Dr. James I.
Cook and the Rev.
Dr. Cecil Martens.

Alumni 
Profiles

James I. Cook ’52
by the Rev. Vicky Menning ’89

Cecil Martens ’54, ’73
by Dr. William Brownson

(continued on page 2)
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Student, 1939

Teaching Vacation Bible School as a seminary stu-
dent, 1953.  Grace Reformed Church, Waterloo, IA
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From his earliest years in ministry until
now, Cecil has continued to proclaim the
gospel of the grace of God in Christ Jesus,
sharing the Reformed faith with pastoral
warmth and evangelistic passion.  He has
always been appreciated and loved as a min-
ister who truly cares.
Cecil’s longest pastorate was at Haven

Reformed Church in Parchment, Michigan
(now in Kalamazoo), serving there for almost twenty-one years.  I
remember preaching at Haven Church in the final days of his tenure
and being moved by the affection his congregation had for him and
by how much they still wanted him and Arlene to stay.
He served also with distinction at the First Reformed Church in

Orange City, Iowa, where his ministry deeply affected the Northwest-
ern College community—students, faculty, and administration.  Dr.
James Bultman, then Northwestern’s president, still speaks glowing-
ly of Cecil’s pastoral leadership and valued counsel.
His final place of service before retirement was Fair Haven

Reformed Church in
Jenison, Michigan.
There, too, his preaching
and prayerfulness, his
gifts and graces, are
gratefully remembered to
this day.
Cecil has been prodi-

giously active since his
retirement, serving as
interim pastor in several
RCA congregations from
Michigan to California,
and in such far flung
scenes as Mazatlan, Mex-
ico; Quito, Ecuador, and

James I. Cook ’52

Cecil Martens ’54
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I was first introduced to
Eugene Peterson during my
junior year of seminary.  A
friend who had taken me
under his wing gave me
Peterson’s book, Under the
Unpredictable Plan.  I de-
voured it, partly because I
was taken with Peterson’s
winsome and poetic prose.
But also because even then,
although ignorant to the
realities of parish life, I had
this uncanny sense that
Peterson was a voice in a
cacophony of voices I should
lean in and listen to.  I
sensed he was forging a pas-
toral identity that was bibli-
cal and prophetic and
human in a culture where
pastoral vocation has been
sabotaged by consumerist
models.  In the three years
since I graduated from West-
ern and took my first call to
a medium sized congrega-
tion in northwest Iowa, I
have read and reread this
book as nourishment for my
pastoral soul.
In these three years of

ministry, the greatest lesson
I have learned is at the heart
of Peterson’s message:
respect the place in which
you carry out your pastoral
work.  Our task, as pastors,
is not to impose our vision
and way of life on our con-
gregations but to work with
what is already there.
Peterson often refers to

Wendell Berry, a farmer and
writer living in Kentucky,
who is also a significant
voice in my formation as a
pastor.  Berry describes a
farm as a small-scale
ecosystem in which every-
thing is working with every-
thing else in certain
rhythms and proportions.
The farmer’s task is to
understand the rhythms and
proportions of the land and
then nurture it with
respect—not invade the land
and rapaciously strip mine it
according to the size of his
ego.  If all the farmer wants
is productivity and profit, he
will have little regard for the
conditions of the land and
become greedy for what he
can get out of it.
I wonder how many of us

do pastoral work in this
same irreverent, ego-driven
style.  We come in with our
big ideas, grandiose visions,

and our seminary educa-
tions that now make us reli-
gious experts, and we go to
work without ever really
understanding the unique
conditions, the congrega-
tional topsoil, in which we
will carry out our work.  The
result is we either end up
bullying the congregation
into what we want them to
be—in effect strip mining
them of who they are—or, if
a congregation is strong
enough to resist, they do,
and the pastor makes the
congregation the enemy, a
stiff-necked people who just
“don’t get it.”
I am learning to pay more

attention to the particular
conditions of the congrega-
tion to whom and with
whom God has called me to
carry out His Kingdom work.
The more I get down off my
high horse and run my fin-
gers through the topsoil of
their lives, the more I realize
I am dealing with something
mysterious and holy here.  
I don’t want to romanti-

cize congregations—they’re
not perfect by any means.
Congregations are messy
and complicated.  Neither
am I perfect, and I have
plenty of messes of my own.
But if we take the time and
concern to reverently work
with the topsoil, we’ll discov-
er it teeming with energy,
grace, and resurrection life.
We’ll see the Kingdom of
God breaking in.  We’ll see
that God has been at work
here long before we came on
the scene and will continue
long after we leave.  When
we get a glimpse of this, the
only appropriate stance is
awe.  In the words of Peter-
son, “When we see what is
before us, really before us,
pastors take off their shoes
before the shekinah of con-
gregation.”1

So fellow pastors, as we
go about our work, let us
take off our shoes.  To the
glory of God.

1 Eugene Peterson, Under the Unpre-

dictable Plan (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1992), p. 136.

Reflections of Ministry

“Holy Ground”
by Brian Keepers

__________
Rev. Brian Keepers is Pastor of
Bethel Reformed Church in
Sheldon, IA.

•
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er, adept churchman, engaging teacher,
lover of literature, music and drama, or
compassionate pastor —he makes life richer
and brings God’s grace closer to all who
have the privilege of knowing him. 
Jim was born in Grand Rapids, Michi-

gan, the fourth of five sons.  He graduated
from South High School and received a

Bachelor of Arts degree from Hope College in 1948 after two and a
half years in the army during World War II.  He earned a Masters
in English literature from Michigan State University in 1949, a
Bachelor of Divinity from Western Theological Seminary in 1952,
and a Doctor of Theology from Princeton Theological Seminary in
1964.  While attending Princeton, he, with Jean, served the
Blawenburg Reformed Church, Blawenburg, New Jersey as pastor
from 1953-1963.
Presently the Anton
Biemolt Professor of
New Testament
Emeritus, Jim
served at WTS from
1963-1995 and
continues to teach
courses at the sem-
inary as needed.
He and his wife
Jean have been
married since 1950
and have four chil-
dren and three
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Jim greeting members of the Blawenburg Reformed
Church after worship, Blawenburg, NJ, 1956

Cecil (at right) plans an addition with the archi-
tect and builders at Haven Reformed Church, 

Kalamazoo, MI, 1963

1945, U.S. Army 
in Paris, France

Senior at Central Col-
lege, Iowa, 1951

2004    
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grandchildren.
A man of deep humility, Jim, together with Jean, learned

through the suffering and death of their son Paul that there is
no ministry at genuinely
deep levels apart from
vulnerability.  His humil-
ity and vulnerability have
touched the hearts,
minds and souls of stu-
dents, friends, parish-
ioners and colleagues,
challenging all to be gen-
uine, honest, kind and
true in relationships.
In a letter to WTS class-

mates celebrating their 50

year reunion, Jim reflected upon his life: 

My chief response to the past fifty
years in ministry as in marriage is
gratitude:  I’m grateful for the call to
ministry, for Jean and our children,
for the influence and friendship of
Lester Kuyper and Richard Ouder-
sluys, my fathers in the faith, for the
privilege of sharing the best and the
worst of life’s experiences with a hun-
dred people in Blawenburg, NJ, and
for the generations of students with
whom I’ve lived and learned and loved. 

Regarding the trust the Reformed Church placed in him to be
simultaneously the professor of New Testament at Western Sem-
inary, the chair of the Commission on Theology, and the presi-
dent of General Synod in a single magical year, Jim says, “That
blessing and many more have
shaped what I confess to be a
life of grace upon grace.” 
I am grateful Jim Cook has

modeled in his living and
expressed in his speaking that
grace, because we who are his
friends have come to know
and experience in our own
lives ever deeper dimensions
of the “in-Christ-Jesus love of
God.”

Jim with longtime friend and mentor,
Dr. Richard Oudersluys, on the occa-
sion of Richard’s 95th birthday

Teaching a class at 2nd
Reformed Church, Zee-

land, MI, 1984

With Jean beside him, Jim accepts his elec-
tion to President of General Synod, 1982.

Jim, contributing editor, presents 
Dr. Lester Kuyper with Grace 
Upon Grace, biblical essays in 

Lester’s honor, 1975.

  Distinguished Alumni 

with Wycliffe Bible
Translators in
Cameroon and Ivory
Coast, West Africa.  A
pastor to the world!
He has been called on

often for responsibilities
in the wider Reformed
Church, serving several
terms as a board mem-
ber of Words of Hope
and Northwestern Col-
lege and as a member
of the Church Herald
Editorial Council.  He
has been a president of
the Particular Synod of

Michigan and a member of the General Synod Executive Commit-
tee.  His steady concern for evangelism and his leadership gifts
have led to his appointment as chairman of two Leighton Ford
Evangelism Crusades in Kala-
mazoo, Michigan, and Orange
City, Iowa.
Cecil and Arlene have been

blessed with four children:  son
Paul and his wife Krystin,
daughter Cyndi Nykamp and
her husband Ross, son Brent,
daughter Lynette Blum and her
husband Ray.  They rejoice in
grandchildren Caleb, Lydia, Eli-
jah, Jordan, and Jared.
Cecil’s 50th reunion at West-

ern marks also a half-century
of my knowing him.  We have
met many, many times through

the years to share
concerns and pray,
grieving together,
rejoicing together,
bearing each other’s
burdens.  I have
always admired
him as a minister
and as a man of
God, humble and
gracious.  He is
truly a distin-
guished alumnus of
Western Theological
Seminary.  I thank
God for Cecil
Martens—one of the
finest friends I’ve ever had!

— Dr. William C. Brownson

Passion Walk with Way Out Ministry (while at El Dorado
Park Community Church, Long Beach, CA, 1994)

The Martens family, 1984
Cecil & Arlene in Quito, Ecuador 

(while interim pastor of the mission church, 1997)

Cecil Martens

b. Larchwood, Iowa 1928
AB, Central College ‘51; BD, Western Theological Seminary ‘54;
MRE, Western Theological Seminary ‘73; D.Min., Fuller Theological
Seminary ‘85 
Churches served:
1954-60 First Reformed, Lodi, NJ
1960-81 Haven Reformed, Kalamazoo, MI
1981-88 First Reformed, Orange City, IA
1988-93 Fair Haven Reformed, Jenison, MI
1993-96 (Interim) El Dorado Park Community, Long Beach, CA
1997 English Fellowship, Quito, Ecuador
1997-99 Woodhaven Reformed, Byron Center, MI

James I. Cook

b. Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1925
AB, Hope College ‘48; MA Michigan State Uni-
versity ‘49; BD, Western Theological Seminary
‘52; Th.D. Princeton Theological Seminary ‘64 
Service to the RCA:
1953-63 Blawenburg Reformed, 

Blawenburg, NJ
1963-95 Professor of New Testament, 

Western Theological Seminary
1981-82 Vice President, General Synod
1982-83 President, General Synod
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50 years

25 years

Harold N. Englund ’50 writes that he
and Enid will be sharing worship at 2nd
Reformed in Zeeland, MI on September
26 for the congregation’s 100th anniver-
sary.  Harold and Enid are living in
Santa Barbara, CA.

Art Van Eck ’51 continues as a volun-
teer and board member of North County
Hospice.  In April he served as Protes-
tant Chaplain for 21 days on the MS
Osterdam.  He has also been leading
church and secular discussions on “The
Passion of the Christ.”

This month Donald P. Buteyn ’51 is
retiring from service as Pastor of Mis-
sion at the Rancho Bernardo Communi-
ty Presbyterian Church.  He continues
actively as the San Diego Presbyterian
representative for the Theological Edu-
cation Fund and as an Adjunct Profes-
sor at San Francisco Theological Semi-
nary and Fuller Theological Seminary.

John J. Arnold ’52, together with his
wife Rhea, serves as Stated Supply at
the First Presbyterian Church of Dres-
den, OH, and the Madison Presbyterian
Church of Adams Mills, OH.  John is a
Professor Emeritus of Philosophy at
Ohio University.  This summer the cou-
ple will spend an extended study leave
in Europe.

After graduating from WTS, Russell
Norden ’52 studied language at Yale
University for a year and then went to
Japan in August of 1953.  He and his
wife were there until May of 1991.
Since late 1992 he has been a calling
pastor at First Reformed Church in
Holland, MI.

In the last year, I. John Hesselink
’53 lectured in Seoul, Korea,
Indonesia, Amsterdam, and Mexico.
He also preached and taught mini-
courses in west Michigan area
churches. 

John R. Boender ’54 retired in
Boyden, IA last year after 49 years
of ministry serving churches in
Michigan, South Dakota, Iowa, Wis-
consin, and Minnesota, as well as
serving as a chaplain in the Army
from 1954-56.

On May 16 at Central College’s com-
mencement in Pella, Iowa, Donald
Bruggink ‘54, received an honorary
Doctor of Divinity degree for his accom-
plishments as an alumnus of the col-
lege.  George Brown ‘69, Professor of
Religious Education at WTS, introduced
him to the audience and helped “hood”
him at the ceremony.

Donald Nienhuis ’54 was declared
Pastor Emeritus by the Twin Falls
Reformed Church in Idaho.  Don, with
Ann, also served churches in Conrad,
MT, Harrison, SD, Orlando, FL.  Of their
four children and ten grandchildren, four
are missionaries.

After 40 years of service as a pastor in
California, Robert Bos ’55 is retired and
living in Monte Vista Grove Homes in

Pasadena, a retirement community for
Presbyterian ministers and missionaries.

John Nyitray ’55 writes to say that he
is looking forward to 2005 and “50 years
since our graduation from Western!”

Bill Hoffman ’56 and his wife Allie are
in Stewartsville, MN, where Bill preach-
es when needed for pulpit supply.  They
write that “God has been gracious for
another year.  We are so grateful for
Jesus Christ and our Father’s Grace!”

Arvin Wester ‘56 has served as chap-
lain at Inland Christian Home (Ontario,
CA) for the past seven years.

Nicholas Vander Weide ’59 is a board
member of the Yates County (NY) Habi-
tat for Humanity.  He is the leader of the
Congregational Care Team at Penn Yan
United Methodist Church.  In 2001 he
directed and taught VBS at the Nome
United Methodist Church in Alaska.  He
is also active as a leader for the Yates
County Jail Ministry, “Spirit Inside”.

Gary J. Looman ’63 retired on the 40th
anniversary of his ordination, June 25,
2003, from the position of senior pastor,
head of staff, at First United Presbyter-
ian Church in Belleville, IL.  He and his
wife Roberta moved to a home on the
Mississippi River near Golden Eagle, IL.
They also have served churches in
Metuchen, NJ, Albuquerque, NM, and
West Allis, WI.

After forty years of pastoral ministry,
Ervin G. Roorda ’63 is enjoying his

fourth year as Director of Spiritual Care
for Vista Care Hospice in Dallas, Texas.
He was named Employee of the Year for
2003.

Charles Doornbos ’64 is pastor to
seniors at Third Reformed Church in
Kalamazoo, MI.  He is also interim pas-
tor at Moline Christian Reformed Church
in Moline, MI (both are part-time).

After serving Second Reformed Church
of Wyckoff, NJ for 32 1/2 years, Bruce
J. Hoffman ’64 entered the Interim Min-
istry Program in February of 2003.

Fritz Kruithof ’64 has begun his fifth
year as Minister of Congregational Care
at Christ Memorial Church in Holland.
This year marks forty years of ministry
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25 years
1979

Bruce Wilterdink, John W. Smith, Rick Oppenhuizen

50 years
1954

Row 1: Dean Veltman, Aaron Koskamp, John Boender, Cecil Martens
Row 2: Donald Lenderink, Eugene Heideman, Donald Bruggink, John
Staal, Edwin Mulder
Row 3:  Jacob Dykstra, Al Hospers, Paul Kranendonk, Paul Hostetter,
Ray Weiss, Stuart Blauw

AlumLine

Alumni/ae Day 2004

I. John Hesselink ‘53 with bodyguards
escorting him to and from the church in

Seoul, Korea - May 2003

40 years
1964

Row 1: Gerald Bates, Dick TerMaat, Gordon VanHoeven, Don Bekkering
Row 2: Carl DeJong, Frank DeVries, Charles Doornbos, Ron Beyer, Fritz
Kruithof
Row 3: Gerald Wondra, Allen Buurma, Stan Vandersall, Bruce Hoffman
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(continued on next page)

Four Generations Tell it Like it Was
Alumni/ae Day marked

reunions of 70 years for Nicholas
(Nick) Burggraaff, 50 years for
Ed Mulder, 25 years for John
Smith, and graduation day for
Elizabeth Brown Hardeman—
four unique perspectives from
different eras in the seminary’s
history.  Tim Brown ’76 moder-
ated the 11/2 hour panel discus-
sion.
“First of all,” Tim asked, “What

did the seminary look like when
you were here?”
In the 1930s Nick Burggraaff

said there were three buildings:
a dormitory, Semelink Hall
(where classes and chapel were
held), and Beardslee Library.  In
the 1950s those buildings were
razed and construction began on
the current structure, so during
Ed Mulder’s senior year, classes
had to be held at Hope College.
By the time John
Smith graduated
in 1979, con-
struction was
starting on the
six-floor Cook
Center for Theo-
logical Research.
During Elizabeth
Brown Harde-
man’s years at
Western, an
entire wing was
added – the
De Witt Theologi-
cal Center. 
Regardless of

its changes in
physical form,
many characteris-
tics of Western
remained con-
stant throughout
the years.
“One knock on

a professor’s door,
and they’d open
it,” recalled John.
“They’d spend as much time
with me as I needed to under-
stand some concept or issue.  I
also remember playing tennis
with Bill Brownson and Jim
Cook—what a fond memory, to
be able to hang out with a cou-
ple of professors and just have
fun.  It impacted me not to for-
get to live, to enjoy the simple

things in life.”
Ed related a Saturday morn-

ing in 1952 when Dr. Lester
Kuyper came to his apartment
and asked, “Ed, is there any-
thing I can do to help you?”  He
was having a “worse than terri-
ble” time with Hebrew.  “Well, I
was hopeless,” admitted Ed,
“but he had faith in me.  He
epitomized grace to me.  Lester
Kuyper lived what he taught.”
Elizabeth said, “As my hus-

band [Mike Hardeman ‘03] and I
have reminisced about our time
here, we find ourselves laughing
and crying over not only things
we learned in the classroom but
what we caught from the atmos-
phere, the sweet fragrance of
people caring.”
Nick recalled the enthusiastic

lectures of Dr. Siebe Nettinga in
Church History.  “You went to

his class, and you
came away saying, ‘We
are marching as to war
for Christ!’  As far as I
was concerned, all of
the professors were just
right for me, and West-
ern Seminary was just
right for me at that
time.”
A significant area of

pastoral training has
changed throughout
the years:  administra-
tion and pastoral coun-
seling.  Ed told of his
first consistory meeting
in 1954 at which two
members nearly came
to blows over a dis-
agreement.  “Oh my
goodness!” he thought,
“I’m supposed to be
presiding over this!”
He felt totally unpre-
pared.  Ed also would
have liked help know-
ing how to deal with

the two suicides that happened
in his first six months.

From the class of 2004,
Elizabeth responded that West-
ern has added pastoral care and
counseling, as well as leadership
classes that focus on adminis-
tration and leading change in
congregation.  Elizabeth has
been serving in Alton, Iowa since

“You walk through the
doors, and even if the
doors have changed
[since you were here],
you think of those who
have left a legacy.  Some
of the people mentioned
today I know, but even
hearing about names I
don’t recognize, I can
still feel the fondness
and love that was
shared.”

– Elizabeth Brown 
Hardeman ’04

Alumni/ae Day 2004  
Fellowship with students, staff and faculty

in the RCA.

Gerald L. Wondra ’64 is serving two
Presbyterian churches in Sullivan
County, NY.  On August 31, 2002, he
married Nancy Finocchio.  He recently
published a review of “The Passion of
the Christ” in the Sullivan County
Democrat.

As of March 1, 2004, Stan Hagemeyer
’65 is serving as interim pastor of Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA), in
Manistee, MI.

George Boerigter ’66 bought control
of the company Sound Off, Inc. in 1992
when it had three employees.  He now
has 75 employees located in Hud-
sonville, MI, and 185 more employees
through partner factories in China and
Taiwan.  The firm is a leader in lighting
for school buses and emergency vehi-
cles.

Since 2001 Roger Voskuil ’72 has
served as Director of Spiritual Care at
First Reformed Church in Sioux Center,
Iowa.  He is part of a team ministry
approach consisting of three full time
pastors and four part-time staff.

Kenneth Eriks ’73 has been appointed
to serve the RCA as Director of Revital-
ization and began serving April 16.

After 15 1/2 years at Emmaus Christian
Fellowship (RCA) in Langley, British
Columbia, and a time of sabbatical,
Case B. Koolhaas ’73 began serving
as pastor of Emmanuel Reformed
Church in Woodstock, Ontario, Canada
in February 2004.

After he and his wife Charlotte began
semi-retirement from Cornerstone Uni-
versity in the middle of his 35th year
there, Ronald B. Mayers ’73 (Th.M.)
will return to teaching full-time again at
Cornerstone this fall. (Grand Rapids,
MI)

In October 2003, David G. DeVries ’76
and his wife Debbie traveled to South
Africa, where he led worship and
preached at a 100th Anniversary Ser-
vice of the Uniting Reformed Church of
Piketberg (Western Cape).  While there
he officiated at the wedding of a close
friend and visited with another dear
friend studying for the ministry at the
University of Stellenbosch’s Theological
School.  David reflects, “It was a joy
staying in the Coloured Community.”

Jim McDonald ’81 and his wife Carol
are living in South Carolina and attend-
ing a PCUSA church.  He recently per-
formed the marriage service for his
older son, Chris, and their younger son,

Shawn, will graduate from USC next
summer.

Marjorie (Warner) Longwood ’85
was installed as Minister of Word and
Sacrament at Belleville Presbyterian
Church in Belleville, MI on April 25,
2004.  The congregation worships in
one of the seven Mary-Martha chapels
Henry Ford built for his employees.
The only other chapel remaining of the
original seven is in Dearborn’s Green-
field Village.

On August 1, Terry A. De Young ’87
will begin his eleventh year at the
Church Herald, where he is managing
editor.  He also serves as a deacon at
Haven Shores Community Church in
West Olive, MI, organized as an RCA
congregation (Holland Classis) in Octo-
ber 2001.

In April, Keiko Osaki ’92 (Th.M.) start-
ed teaching the Bible at a Christian
School in Hakodate, Hakkaido, Japan.

David Van Netten ’96 is nearing seven
years as pastor of the Grace Reformed
Church of Waterloo, IA.  God has
blessed Dave’s ministry by doubling
Grace’s membership and worship
attendance in the last six years.  Dave
also plays drums and leads his
church’s praise band.

Todd Krygsheld ’98 writes that he and
his wife of eight years have three won-
derful children, and he is the pastor at
Ebenezer Reformed Church in Holland,
MI.  He also works for a local refuse
company one day a week.

Brian Smilde ’99 recently moved from
Welland, Ontario to Grand Rapids, MI
to become the new senior pastor at
Immanuel Reformed Church.

On to Glory...

Jerold Pomp ‘54
b. Coopersville, MI 2/19/19
d.  Tenstrike, SD 4/25/04
Hope College ‘51; WTS ‘54
WWII veteran, U.S. Army Air Corps
Reformed Churches served: 
Bethel, Davis, SD (1954-58)
First, Edgerton, MN (1958-63)
Weston Zion, Amherst, SD (1963-67)
First, Volga, SD (1967-77)
Brookings, SD (1971-74)

Ed Mulder ’54, John Smith ’79, Elizabeth Brown Hardeman ’04, 
and Nicholas (Nick) Burggraaff ’34
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Photos courtesy of the Western
Theological Seminary Collection
at the Joint Archives of Holland

128th Commencement
On May 10, forty-

five students walked
across the stage of
Dimnent Memorial
Chapel to receive
diplomas at West-
ern’s 128th com-
mencement service.
The seminary award-
ed thirty-three Master
of Divinity, one Mas-
ter of Religious Edu-
cation, seven Master
of Theology, and four
Doctor of Ministry
degrees.
After being wel-

comed by President
Dennis Voskuil, the
audience was
brought to their feet
by a rousing gospel
anthem medley per-
formed by
“Perfecting
Praise” and
directed by
C.J. Kingdom
Grier.
Graduate

Miguel Cruz
expressed a
moving rendi-
tion of the
Doxology in
sign language

called “Silent Praise,” first to one
voice, then to the choir, and then
to the full magnitude of the entire
congregation singing.
Dr. Beverly Roberts Gaventa

addressed the
graduates on
the subject,
“Between
Weariness
and Wonder,”
building upon
the biblical
theme of Paul
continuing to
preach and
teach while under house arrest in
Acts 28:30-31.  Dr. Roberts Gaven-
ta is Professor of New Testament at
Princeton Theological Seminary.  
Dale Vos, a master of divinity

graduate from Pella, Iowa, spoke
on behalf of his class. 

The liturgy  for
the commence-
ment  service was
written by gradu-
ating seniors
Miguel Cruz,
Jason Hubbard,
Reggie Padin,
Elizabeth Potter,
Jess Shults, and
Aaron Vis.

In May of 1954 the father
of Donald Vuurens ‘66 was
part of the construction team
working on Western Theologi-
cal Seminary.  Rev. Vuurens
writes:

When they were about
to lift the steeple in place,
there was a high wind
above the ground, which

would probably topple the
steeple, wreck the crane, and
cause several accidents.  Work
was brought to a halt!
However, some highly skilled,

experienced men continued with
block & tackle, rope, and
COURAGE, and swung the
steeple in place.  They locked it
down permanently and complet-
ed the job -- and God has
blessed it for years.
Dr. John R. Mulder, seeing

these courageous men swing
the steeple in place against all
odds and a tricky high cross
wind, said so beautifully, “And
these were unschooled, ordinary
men, and they were aston-
ished...” Acts 4:13

February with her husband, and
they have found that while the
seminary didn’t give them item
for item instructions on specific
situations, they were prepared.
“We were taught how to think
deeply in Scripture and to build
deep relationships with people.”
As all of the panelists have

realized, ministry is challenging,
yet the spiritual hunger is there
no matter where you serve.  As
Ed observed, “When you begin
ministry, you have an amazing
opportunity to relate to people
who want to hear about God and
a relationship with Jesus Christ.”
Regarding the inevitable chal-

lenges, Nick put it all into per-
spective as he looked back on his
years of ministry:  “They were
wonderfully resolved by a pas-
sage from John 6 where Jesus
asked Philip how they were going
to feed the big crowd.  The Bible
says, This he did to test Philip,
for He himself knew what He
would do, and that’s my way of
thinking.  All the critical times
are resolved by the way the Lord
Jesus guides us, and when the
critical time is over, you don’t
even remember it anymore.  It’s a
time of victory.”

(continued from page 5)

The Reformed Review is only pub-
lished online now.  You will be able to find
issues at
www.westernsem.edu/publications.html 

The Spring 2004
issue of Reformed

Review (volume 57,
number 3) is
“Essays by New
Faculty” and
includes papers
from Western
Theological Semi-
nary professors
Steven Chase,

Jaco Hamman,  Cynthia Holder Rich and
David Stubbs.

Subscriptions for a photocopy of the
online version of Reformed Review are
$15/year. (call 616-392-8555, attn:
Rayetta Perez)

Miguel Cruz offers “Silent Praise” 
in sign language

Dr. Beverly Roberts
Gaventa

Dale Vos speaks on behalf of the graduating Master of Divinity class

President Voskuil presents
Eddy Aleman with his 

diploma

Rev. Steven Vander Molen
“hoods” Gary Mulder

Dean Brownson
announces graduates
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Row 1
Carolyn Raar, B.A., M.Div. Los Gatos, CA 
Angie Mabry-Nauta, B.S., M.A., M.Div. San Antonio, TX 
Wayne DeVrou, B.R.E., M.Div. Holland, MI
Elizabeth Brown Hardeman, B.A., M.Div. Des Moines, IA
Patricia Bos Weatherwax, B.S., M.Div. Kalamazoo, MI
Pablo de Tarso Canche Tun, B.Th., B.R.E., M.R.E. Holland, MI
Julie Hoving, B.S.W., M.Div. Holland, MI
Ardean Brock, B.S., M.Div. Caledonia, MI

Row 2

Aaron Vriesman, B.A., M.Div. Hart, MI
Daniel Wels Lannin, B.A., M.Div. Elgin, IL
Richard Davis, B.A., M.Div. Winthrop Harbor, IL
Michele Monroe-Clark, B.A., MSW, MATS, M.Div. Park Forest, IL
Reynoldson Kharnaior, B.Th., B.D., Th.M. Meghalaya State, India
Jessica Shults, B.A., M.Div. Grand Rapids, MI
Michael Christmas, B.B.A., M.Div. Portage, MI
Samuel Wasswa, B.A., Th.M. Kampala, Uganda
James Gottwald, B.S., M.Div., D.Min. Somonauk, IL

Row 3
Dale Vos, B.A., M.Div. Pella, IA
Bryan Boersma, B.A., M.Div. Holland, MI
Miguel Cruz III, B.A., M.Div. Holland, MI
Mark Kleinheksel, B.A., M.Div. Holland, MI
Randall VanderWeit, B.S., M.Div. Warrensville Heights, OH
Andrew Wafula, B.D., Th.M. Kitale, Kenya

John Jason Hubbard, B.A., M.Div. Grand Rapids, MI
Reggie Padin, B.S., M.Div. Holland, MI
Elizabeth Potter, B.A., M.Div. Flint, MI

Row 4
James Nathanael Meldrim, B.A., M.Div. Glen Ellyn, IL
Eddy Aleman, B.A., M.Div. Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Gary Mulder, M.Div. Rock Rapids, IA
Kali Barna, Th.M. Cluf-Napoca, Romania
Enio Pinto, M.A., Th.M., M.L., Th.M. Parana, Brazil
Reginald Smith, B.A., M.Div., D.Min. Chicago, IL
Aluu Nnali, B.D., M.A., Th.M. Afikpo, Imo, Nigeria

Row 5
Aaron Kuecker, B.A., M.Div. Holland, MI
David Smallegan, B.A., M.Div. DeMotte, IN
Aaron Vis, B.A., M.Div. Urbandale, IA
Jason VanAnkum, B.C.S., M.Div. Drayton, Ontario, Canada
Jon Nienhuis, B.A., M.Div. Holland, MI
Randal VanDoornik, B.A., M.Div. Detroit, MI
Terry Scholten, B.A., M.C.E., M.Div. Hudsonville, MI
Daniel Teerman, B.S., M.Div. Holland, MI
Jonathan Myers, B.A., M.Div. Valparaiso, IN

Not pictured
David Gilbert, B.A., J.D., M.Div.,D.Min. Grand Rapids, MI
Robert Hundley, Jr., B.M., M.A., M.M., M.Div., D.Min. Mason, MI
Rowland VanEs, Jr., B.A., M.A., M.Div., Th.M. Holland, MI
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Class of 2004

Words of Wisdom from a 95 year old WTS alum:
My advice is more in the form of a suggestion.  The suggestion is that each
graduate at least once a year would turn to John 15:16, where Jesus said
to the disciples, “You did not choose me, but I chose you, and appointed
you to bear fruit that your fruit may remain.”  Read that out loud and bear
in mind the One to whom has been given all authority in heaven and in
earth is looking you straight in the eye and saying, “You did not choose
me, but I chose you.”  And then if I may add another suggestion.  From
time to time turn to II Cor 4:5, “We preach, not ourselves, but Jesus
Christ as Lord and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.”

—Nicholas Burggraaff, Class of 1934
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Faculty News What’s Your Plan?
At a recent seminary dinner, several students

shared about themselves and their journey to min-
istry.  One grew up on an Iowa farm, sensing from
childhood that God was calling him to ministry.
Another came to accept Christ during college and
found himself in seminary only four years later.  A
third had planned to be a teacher, yet God had other
plans for her.  And a fourth student was completing
an engineering degree when God called him to min-
istry.  
Every one of our students has a story of how God

called him or her into ministry.  Their stories, fasci-
nating and awe inspiring, leave us with no doubt—
each has been called.
During the course of their comments, each stu-

dent spoke about seeds sown in their lives that were
now bearing fruit, such as others affirming their spir-
itual gifts, encouraging them to go into ministry, and
supporting Western Seminary.  These students
acknowledged that the financial seeds planted at
Western by people in the church made it possible for
them to attend seminary in preparation for their
ministry.
This summer, Western will introduce The Zwemer

Society, named in honor of Rev. Dr. James Zwemer,
who secured the first estate gift for Western Theologi-
cal Seminary in 1886.  The Zwemer Society will
serve to recognize individuals who have arranged
planned gifts to Western Seminary—people who are
planting seeds for a future harvest, making it possi-
ble for the next generation of pastors to receive train-
ing at Western Seminary.
As you consider your legacy, think about where

you will plant your seeds.  You have been served by
pastors whose training was made possible by those
who planted before them.  Will you do the same for
your children and grandchildren?  Will you invest in
the future by arranging a planned gift today?
William James said, “The best use of life is to

invest in something that will outlast it.”  What could
be more important or more lasting than the Gospel
of Jesus Christ?
Western’s advancement staff is available to help

you craft a gift that reflects your values.  Feel free to
contact us at 1-800-392-8554.  If you have already
made a planned gift, we thank you and welcome
your membership in the Zwemer Society.
None of us know what tomorrow holds, but we can

plan ahead.  Remember—it wasn’t raining when
Noah built the ark!

Ken Neevel
Director of Advancement
& Communication

in Louisville, KY.  

George Hunsberger, Dean of Journey,
is currently the First Vice President of
the American Society of Missiology and
is due to be elected its President at its
annual meeting June 18-20.  He will
serve for a year and will chair the pro-
gram for the June 2005 meeting of the
society, which includes professors of
mission, mission administrators, and
missionaries from Roman Catholic,
mainline Protestant, and independent
streams of mission. 

Dr. Hunsberger will lead a week-long
seminar August 16-20 on “The DNA of
the Missional Church.” The seminar is
designed for pastors and leaders who
seek to cultivate the practices and
beliefs of a congregation called to
embody, demonstrate and announce the
gospel of the reign of God in Jesus
Christ. The seminar is offered by Jour-
ney, the seminary’s center for the
church’s learning.

President Dennis Voskuil presented
“Teaching as Mentoring, Mentoring as
Teaching” for the DePree Mentoring
Conference II, Shaping Next-Generation
Leaders on May 14 at WTS (Journey).
In April he taught “The Church in the
21st Century:  Changes, Challenges,
and Choices” at Third Reformed Church
in Holland.  He will be preaching at Faith
Reformed Church in Kankakee, IL on
June 13 and at Peace Reformed Church
in Eagan, MN on July 18.
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Professor of New Testament Robert
Van Voorst’s most recent book, Jesus
Outside the New Testament, has been
translated and published in Italian by
San Paolo Press in Milan.  Also, he will
be writing a commentary on Galatians
for the Eerdmans Critical Commentary
series.  It is scheduled to be published
in 2009.

Matt Floding, Dean of Students, spoke
at Kalamazoo College’s chapel May 21
on “Exercising the Christian Mind— Can
You Catch a Vision?”  He also taught a
special May term course at WTS called,
“Ministry at the End of Life.”

Leanne Van Dyk, Professor of
Reformed Theology, co-led a colloquy
on theology and worship that was spon-
sored jointly by the Institute of Reformed
Theology of Union Theology Seminary-
PSCE in Richmond, VA, Western Theo-
logical Seminary, and the Calvin Insti-
tute of Christian Worship.  This colloquy
met five times over the past two years.
There were 20 members of the colloquy
from the RCA, the CRC, and the
PC(USA).  Their last meeting was at
Calvin College in January, during the
Worship Symposium, where the group
presented a panel discussion on theolo-
gy and worship.

Dr. Van Dyk has begun leadership in
a new initiative of the PC(USA) called
“Re-Forming Ministry”, a Lilly funded
program aimed at revitalizing congrega-
tional pastoral ministry.  The first meet-
ings of the leadership team met in May

Let classmates and colleagues know about the milestones in your
life.  Send your news items to “Alumline”, Western Theological
Seminary, 101 E. 13th St., Holland, MI 49423; fax 616-392-7717; or
carlaw@westernsem.edu.


