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What comes to mind when you
think of the ministry of Western
Theological Seminary?
I suspect most of you think of

academic programs that prepare
Christians to be pastors, missionar-
ies, Christian educators, youth min-
isters, teachers, and counselors.  Or
perhaps you think of our new pro-
grams in continuing education and
distance learning. 
Yet, there are many ways the

seminary serves the church and
community that are less well-known
but still significant.  Allow me to
share with you ten things you may
not know about the ministry of
Western Theological Seminary. 
1.  Through full-time summer
assignments, students serve con-
gregations across North America.

2.  The seminary hosts the Commu-
nity Kitchen, serving noon meals
to 50-150 people in need every
week day.

3.  Members of the faculty and staff
stay in contact with a sizable
number of our graduates, offer-
ing encouragement and advice.

4.   Members of the faculty and staff
serve on many denominational
boards and committees.

5.  Members of the faculty preach
and teach in local congregations
each and every week.

6.  The seminary opens its facilities
to various denominational and
congregational groups for
retreats and other meetings.

7.  Books and articles written by
WTS faculty contribute to the
explication and discussion of
Reformed thought and life.

8.  The seminary publishes the
Reformed Review, a theological
journal for church leaders.

9.  Every five years, in partnership
with Hope College, Western
hosts the General Synod of the
Reformed Church in America.

10. The seminary sponsors The
Bridge, a wonderful craft store in
Holland that supports artisans
from developing countries by
selling their goods.
There are many other ways,

directly or indirectly, that Western
serves the church and community.
Thank you for making our ministry
possible through your gifts, encour-
agement and prayers.  

Grace and peace, in Christ,

DNV
President Dennis N. Voskuil

Notes from 
The Seminary Outside

the Classroom

Western Theological Seminary is more than
classrooms and academic programs.  It is an
amalgum of believers, all working toward the
same goal of equipping our students for Chris-
tian leadership.  Yet, at the same time, this
community of individuals personally serves
the larger body of Christ in a variety of ways.
This undercurrent of service is not usually

discussed or recognized, so recently we asked
our faculty and staff to share where they are
offering their gifts and abilities outside the
seminary.  What you see listed reflects only a
portion of places blessed by the service of the
seminary community. 
Perhaps you’ve heard seminary spokesper-

sons talk about the high value Western places
on service to the church.  In its function as a
seminary WTS does serve the church.  However, those aren’t just words; they form what the busi-
ness world would call our corporate culture.  Service is highly valued and quietly undertaken.  It is
considered a privilege and high calling.  For all those who call Western Theological Seminary their

place of employment, service doesn’t stop when the workday is over.  
To God be the glory for equipping the saints.

Congregational Change Team at Fellowship
Reformed Church, Holland

Consultant for the Pastoral Team on Spirituality and
Faith Formation at St.
Mary Magdalen Parish,
Grand Rapids

Consultant for the RCA’s
Commission on Theology

Consultant to Master     Plan-
ning Committee of Cen-
tral Reformed Church,
Grand Rapids

Director of Overseas CON-
nECTS program (Turkey
and Switzerland in 2004)

Editorial Board for the
Reformed Review 

Editorial Council of the
Church Herald

Educational Resource to Great Lakes Regional
Synod’s Commissioned Pastor’s Leadership Team 

Elder and Deacon at Beechwood Reformed Church,
Holland 

Elder for Campus Ministry at Grand Valley State
University

Adjunct Faculty member at Hope College
Adult education teacher, choir member, personnel com-

mittee, Hope Church, Holland
Board of Directors member for national renewal network

in the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Board of Trustees of Resthaven, Holland
Bookkeeper at Ebenezer Reformed Church, Holland 
Campus Ministries Committee of the Synod of the Great

Lakes 
Central College Board of Trustees and chair of Board

Affairs Committee, Pella, Iowa 
Certification Committee of the  

Ministerial Formation 
Coordinating Agency

Children and Worship workshop 
leader 

Choir at Beechwood Reformed 
Church, Holland 

Church choir, prayer team, chair 
for the CROP Walk, Third 
Church, Holland

Committee for the Preparation 
for Ministry, Lake Michigan 
Presbytery, PC(USA)

Concert coordinator for Musicali-
fornia

Sonja Stewart (at left) takes to the airwaves on Sunday
mornings as part of the panel for “Soundings”, an ecumeni-
cal and interfaith dialogue on WOOD News Radio AM1300.

Bill Van Auken 
practices with the
praise team, Trinity
Reformed Church.

Don Bruggink leads a group of CONnECTS
Overseas seminar participants in Rome, 

June 2003.

LuAnne Van
Slooten sings a
solo at Beech-
wood Reformed

Church.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties
of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the
same God who activates all of them in everyone.  To each is given the mani-
festation of the Spirit for the common good. I Cor. 12:4-7
Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the

work of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.
I Cor. 15:58

(continued on page 2)

Service by WTS faculty, Emeriti faculty, and members of the staff:



Reflections of Ministry

What We Really Need
by Dean Van Farowe

•Cleveland, Ohio

Executive Committee of Christian 
Educators Reformed Church in 
America (CERCA) 

Ex-officio on the Commission on History 
of the RCA

Facilitator, trainer and speaker conduct-
ing workshops, seminars and 
consultations in the Presbyterian 
Church (USA)

Finance Committee of WITNESS
Freelance writer for the Church Herald
Frequent speaker at conferences and 

local congregations
General Editor of the Historical Series of 

the Reformed Church in America 
(42 volumes)

General Synod Council, RCA Invest-
ment 

Committee 
General Synod Professor of Theology
Guest speaker and preacher in U.S.A. 

and in Hungary
Guest Sunday School teacher, pulpit 

supply, and midweek adult educa-
tion, variety of churches 

Guest Sunday school teacher and 
preacher, various RCA and CRC 

congregations
Guest Sunday school teacher at 5th Reformed, Grand Rapids 
Guest teacher of adult education at RCA, United Methodist, and

Episcopal churches 
Hope College Board of Trustees and Executive Committee
Lecturer in Seoul, Korea, Indonesia, Amsterdam, and Mexico
Live Wire middle school youth leader
Men’s Bible study group leader and Praise Band
Mentor for middle school girl
Ministry Formation Coordinating Agency Certification Committee 
Miscellaneous Editorial Boards
Moderator of the Commission for Women of the RCA 
Music leaders at the Early Worship service at Hope Church,

Holland
Network of Biblical Storytellers conference speaker
Outreach Committee at Ebenezer Reformed Church, Holland 

Panel member of “Soundings”, an ecumenical dialogue
on WOOD AM1300, Sundays at 7:30am

Pastoral psychotherapy and marriage & family therapy
practice in Holland 

Praise and Worship Team at Trinity Reformed Church,
Holland

Praise Team at Fellowship Reformed Church, Holland
Preacher for the Presbyterian Association of Musicians

conference in Pennsylvania
RCA and Presbyterian Worship Leaders and Christian

Educators 
RCA Representative on the Faith & Order Commission,

National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA 
RCA’s Commission on Christian Education and Disciple-

ship 
RCA’s Ministerial Formation Coordinating Agency (MFCA)

Board of Trustees 
RCA representative to the National Council of Churches of

Christ (NCCC) Committee on Curriculum Research & Theo-
ry and member of the steering committee 

RCA Theological Commission
“Re-Forming Ministry” initiative of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Registrar for Camp Sunshine (for developmentally disabled

adults) 
Resource person to the Ministerial Formation Coordinating

Agency
Restoring the Gift marriage workshop leader, Central Wesleyan

Church, Holland
Sanctuary Choir and Diaconal Board of Christ Memorial Church
Steering Committee for cross-denominational network in Con-

gregational Development
Stephen Ministry Supervision Group Facilitator and Stephen

Leader 
Sunday School teacher for high school & middle school
Task group on sacramental practice in the church, Office of The-

ology and Worship, PC(USA)
Teacher in children’s program, Scripture reader in worship  ser-

vice, mentor to children’s
ministry director, Spiritual
Gifts seminar leader, church
hospitality, Haven Shores
Community Church, West
Olive 

Theological Commission of the
RCA 

Treasurer for Foundation for
Theological Education 

West Shore [Michigan] Commit-
tee for Jewish/Christian Dia-
logue 

Worldwide Ministry Committee
at Westminster Presbyterian
Church, Grand Rapids

Worship leader, Crossroads Chapel, RCA
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“What do you need?” friends often
ask.  “We know you’re in the city,
ministering in a tough environment.
Can we help?”
Since I came as an intern to Cal-

vary Reformed in 1998, my answer
hasn’t changed much.  Six years
later, we still need prayers, financial
support, short-term work groups, and
donations of Bibles, clothes, and food.
But there is one request I didn’t make
back then that I ask for today:
healthy Christians to move into our
neighborhood.
When I began, ministry teams of

college students from Hope and
Calvin came to our neighborhood in
the summers.  Their work was excel-
lent; they bore much fruit.  Still,
when the summer ended, they were
gone.  
Now we are blessed with suburban

partners coming into the neighbor-
hood every week to reach out.  Their
ministry is that much more effective
because of consistency over time.
They continue to bear much fruit.

dens, jumping batteries, watching-
the-kids-for-a-  minute-while-I-run-
to-the-store, living out Godly, fruitful
lives.  We need carpenters, school
teachers, and artists who love Jesus
and love their neighbor.
We need yeast, a critical mass of

individuals who will come and who
will stay.  Don’t get me wrong:  we
need the prayers and financial sup-
port.  We need the work groups and
the donations.  But like Jesus showed
us, we need people who will stay,
pitch their tent next to ours, sign a
lease or a mortgage, and move in.  
Cleveland is a great city!  This is a

great neighborhood!  Revival is taking
place here.  I’m not too shy to say it:
“What we need is you!”  

__________
Dean Van Farowe ‘00 is pastor of Calvary
Reformed Church in Cleveland, OH.

Still, it’s not enough.  
So, I’ve begun to challenge mem-

bers of our congregation living outside
our neighborhood or in the suburbs
to move into Cleveland.  We also have
begun to invite work groups from
Ohio, Michigan, or Iowa to ask God,
“Do you want me to move into Cleve-
land or Grand Rapids or Des Moines?”
I pray God says, “Go!”  
Why?  We need a critical mass. We

need a group of committed Chris-
tians, yeast to leaven the whole batch.
To impact our junior high school, for
example, we need a group of parents
speaking out for a safer, better school
and volunteering to help make it so.
To impact our local economy we need
college-trained individuals who will
start small businesses, shop in the
neighborhood, and vote for policies
that affect us.  To impact our streets,
we need prayer warriors and a daily
street presence of caring people.  And
to impact our families, we need neigh-
bors who will simply live, working 9
to 5, raising their kids, planting gar-
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Incognito? 
That’s Norm

Donkersloot as
a “rapper” at
Beechwood
Reformed

Church and Tim
Brown as a

biker for a Hope
College chapel.

Ken Neevel leads wor-
ship at a church
retreat at Cran-Hill

Ranch.

Dennis Voskuil accepts his appointment to the office of
General Synod Professor of Theology, June 2003.
Other WTS professors serving as such:  Tim Brown,
Carol Bechtel, Jim Brownson, Tom Boogaart, and

George Brown.

George Brown facilitates the Synod of the Great Lake’s 
discipleship team’s think tank on Christian education 

(meeting held in WTS facilities).

(continued from page 1)



like Mark because Mark was the guy who
fell out of the window and ran away
naked, and when the time came for Paul
to put together a team, he said, “I’ll have
nothing to do with that Mark; he’s a cow-
ard.”  Barnabas took Mark aside and put
him on his team, and we got a Gospel out
of him!  I just love that.  Paul, the great
man that he was, couldn’t take the time
to look at this young fellow who made a
mistake and encourage him.  
I spend a lot of time being a cheer-

leader, patting our pastors on the back
and saying, “I know it’s tough, but you
can do it.”  

What advice would you give WTS
students?
You’ve got your mind in shape for what

you’re going to be doing, but now you
have to get your emotions in shape, your
ability to be received by people.  Your
education is just beginning.  
I find that people who are brand new to

the job are most resistant to change.  For
instance, the
Synod of New
York is develop-
ing programs to
help pastors
relate to urban
culture and East-
ern traditional
liberal culture.
They say, “Why
do I have to go to

that?”  But then they go, and of course
they want to do it again the next year.
So, they learn.  

What is your hope for new pastors?
The most important thing for a pastor

to learn is how to be a good, kind, com-
passionate person.  How do you express
the truth God put in your heart without
being overbearing and self-righteous?  My
job is to encourage our pastors to be the
kind of people others will respect and
love.  This isn’t just for people coming out
of seminary.  We deal with these issues
over the entire lifetime of a pastor.

Part of your job is helping search com-
mittees.  What do you tell them?
The first thing they have to do is find

someone they like, never mind the candi-
date’s academic credentials, how smart
they are, or how well they preach.  Would
you talk to that person and share any-
thing in your life?  Would you invite
that person out to lunch?  If you
don’t like your pastor, that pastor
will never be successful in your
church.  
I say, look at the heart.  Do they

really believe what they’re saying?  If
so, you’re likely going to get a good
pastor.  It’s important for them to
understand that, because I’m the
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When did you first start to think about
going into ministry?
I didn’t go to church until I was 14 or

15.  At that time my mother stared down
my father, who was very antagonistic
about church, and said, “I’m going back
to church and I’m taking Jon with me!”
The end result was that my father and I
were baptized together when I was 17
years old.  It was a wonderful experience.
My decision to go into ministry came out
of a personal family crisis when I was 18
years old.

Did anything almost scare you away?
The thing that still scares me about the

Christian church is pious, overbearing
Christians who love to play holier-than-
thou and point the finger at others who
don’t act in a prescribed way.  

How did your 25 years of pastorates
mold you into who you are today?
Those years taught me everything I

know about sympathy, compassion,
truth, and how
to deal with my
own self-right-
eousness, pride,
and greed.  I had
to look at myself
as well as try to
understand these
traits in other
people.  I learned
to manage anger,
my own anxieties, and how to handle the
person who decides to boycott or leave
the church.  
I learned to deal with pastor killers,

people who think, “I’m not going to agree
with the pastor, and I’m going to take
him down.”  It happens all the time.  How
does a pastor interact with someone
whose life ambition is to find fault and
disagree?  
Being the leader of a congregation

taught me how to appreciate the leading
of the Spirit.  It also taught me how to
value good humor.  Life in the parish
taught me to ease up and work at a com-
fortable pace, because if I didn’t I would
become irritable, mean-spirited, and
would indulge in self-pity.   

It sounds like you were being trained
for the job you have now.
When my predecessor retired, people

came to me and said, “Jon, you ought to
think about that synod job!”  I replied,
“Why would I want that?”  In terms of
pastoral success, I had an excellent
church and career.  Every week for six
months somebody came to me about the
job.  I finally got it through my head that
God was trying to say something.  

What is an executive minister?
I love the Barnabas story.  Paul didn’t

first one they call when they have a con-
flict with a pastor.  They say, “What are
we going to do?  This person is tearing
the church apart.”

Does a lot of your job involve dealing
with conflict?
The vast majority of my job is being an

encourager, but that’s part of dealing
with conflict.  We’re a voting culture; we
love things being done “decently and in
good order.”  What that really means is
we put things off so long that when con-
flict finally surfaces, all that’s left is to
pick up the pieces.  Our system drives
conflict underground until the situation
becomes overwhelming.  By the time the
classis or synod becomes involved, it’s
done.  People need to be encouraged to
come forward with their problems before
it’s too late.  Most church conflict man-
agement is:  how do we send the pastor
off somewhere else? 

Is this why some pastors seem to move
around a lot?
Not necessarily.  Some may leave a trail

of hurting churches behind them, but
others have particular gifts they used
effectively in 5-6 years, and it was time
for them to move on.  
I’m a big Myers-Briggs personality type

promoter.  I teach a course in it.  Differ-
ent folks have different things to give, and
they approach the church differently.  I
do retreats for consistories and give them
the Myers-Brigg personality test.  It’s a
great team-builder, very helpful.  

What does the future look like for the
city churches of the Synod of NY?
Our city churches are about to begin a

rebound.  After 30-40 years, we are show-
ing growth again, and it’s because we did
not run out of the city.  We stayed, and
we’re working with people who are there.
The RCA as a general rule is a white,
upper middle class church.  We are not
white in the city; we are not upper middle
class.  We are people of color from all
around the world, from all kinds of ethnic
backgrounds and economic backgrounds.  
Our tradition is highly academic.  We’re

very good at stating what it means to be
Reformed; here’s my theological under-
standing of this, that, or whatever.  We
can line out the biblical truth, but we fail
in understanding the people, the condi-
tions they live under, and the problems
they face.  We might have the greatest
answers in the world , but nobody wants
to hear them, because it’s not where they
are.  So we have this wonderful Gospel to
bring, but now we need to take the time
to figure out how to present it so that it
can actually benefit the people who need
to hear it.  These are the kind of things
we struggle with in the Synod of New
York all the time.

Alumni Profile

Jon Norton ‘69
Regional Synod of New York

LifeNotes
b. Joliet, IL, 1943
Hope College ’65; WTS ‘69
Married Gloria Langstraat in 1967, Children: Abigail, 29 and Daniel, 25
(1969-78) Palisades First Reformed, Fort Lee, NJ
(1978-89) United Reformed, Spring Valley, NY
(1989-94) Second Reformed, Hackensack, NJ
(1994-present) Exec. Minister, Regional Synod of New York

Executive Minister of the Regional Synod of New York
• Supervises staff and ministries of the synod
• Serves as consultant for church redevelopment and new church starts
• Staffs the synod’s program committees
• Acts as a resource to churches
• Leads retreats
• Pastors the synod’s pastors
• Serves as link between the regional synod and the national church
• Represents the synod in ecumenical ministries
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Walking through the wide, welcoming doorway, you are greeted
by the aroma of flavored coffee and an attractive display of popular
books, gifts, and various snacks.  This is not the WTS bookstore of
the past!  Last August Western officially opened its doubled-in-size
bookstore in the newly constructed DeWitt Theological Center.  
“We decided to expand because we want to provide more than

textbooks for our students,” says manager Pat Dykhuis.  “We want
to have materials supporting faculty and student research as well

as materials for
pastors, church
staff and laity.  We
are striving to find
ways to help local
congregations and
Christians grow in
their spiritual walk.”
The Sacred Page

vision is to become
the area source for
biblically and theo-
logically well-
grounded Christian
literature relevant
to the needs of
churches, their
members, and their
leaders.  Commen-

taries, theology, history, pastoral care, worship and preaching are a
few of the book categories available.
The Sacred Page offers significant discounts to churches ordering

ten or more copies of a book.  The staff, which includes four semi-
nary students, offers assistance in finding out-of-print or hard-to-
find resources.  Hours are 10am-4pm Monday-Friday (other hours
by request). bookstore@westernsem.edu

Scholarship in service to the church
The Sacred Page has a special section dedicated to faculty and

alumni/ae books.  The writings of WTS faculty have shown up in
respected journals, seminary classrooms, reference libraries, adult
education classes, and on home coffee tables.  They have provoked
thought, conversation, even controversy.  How many books or
study guides written by our current faculty have you read?  

Glimpses of Glory:  Daily Reflections on the Bible
Life After Grace:  Daily Reflections on the Bible
Esther (Interpretation Series)
Sowing Tears, Reaping Joy:  The Bible and Brahms’ Requiem
Hallelujah!  The Bible and Handel’s Messiah
Reflections on Restoration
Heaven Came Down:  Biblical Stories of Spiritual Influences
Life on the Boundary (study guide)
Religious Education 1960-1993:  An Annotated Bibliography
Sponsoring Faith:  A Manual for Communicant Education
Witness Among Friends
Speaking the Truth in Love:  New Testament Resources for a Missional Hermeneutic
(forthcoming) Stormfront:  The Good News of God
Bearing the Witness of the Spirit:  Lesslie Newbigin’s Theology of Cultural Plurality
Missional Church:  A Theological Vision for the Sending of the Church in North America
The American Society of Missiology: The First Quarter Century
(forthcoming) Treasure in Clay Jars: Patterns in Missional Faithfulness
The Doctrine of God
Creation and the History of Science
Readings in Christianity, Vol. I & II
Building Your New Testament Greek Vocabulary 2nd ed.
Anthology of Asian Scriptures
Anthology of World Scriptures 3rd ed., 4th ed.
Jesus Outside the New Testament, An Introduction to the Ancient Evidence
The Ascents of James
The Desire of Divine Love:  The Atonement Theology of John McLeod Campbell
Believing in Jesus Christ
Radical Relationships (series of Bible studies)
Angelic Wisdom:  The Cherubim and the Grace of Contemplation in Richard of St. Victor
Contemplation and Compassion:  The Victorine Spiritual Tradition
Angelic Spirituality:  Medieval Perspectives on the Ways of Angels
Doors of Understanding: Conversations in Global Spirituality in Honor of Ewert Cousins
Who am I? A Look in the Mirror (study guide)
Mountains into Gold Mines:  Robert Schuller and the Gospel of Success

When Wendell
Karsen graduated
from Western
Theological Semi-
nary in 1963, he
longed to be a
missionary, but
first he followed
the advice of a
professor, “Don’t
go anywhere else
until you’re sure
you’re effective in
your own cul-
ture.”  After
seven years as a
minister, first at
Bethany
Reformed in Grand Rapids
and then at Lakeland
Reformed in Vicksburg,
Michigan, Karsen felt he had
honed his skills and matured
enough to be of use in foreign
service.  He never could have
imagined 34 years later he
would be honored by the
president of a foreign country
for his clandestine role in
helping to advance human
rights and democracy.
In 1969 Taiwan was under

the power of the oppressive
Chinese Nationalist regime.
Rev. Karsen arrived in the
country to assist the
200,000 member Presbyter-
ian Church in Taiwan as its
Associate Coordinator for
University Student Work.  As
such, he learned the official-
ly frowned upon Taiwanese
language and the real truth

about the regime.  The per-
secuted church asked for his
assistance, and he became
an activist for civil and
human rights.  “There were
agonizing decisions and
behind-the-scenes involve-
ment concerning the just
cause of the Taiwanese peo-
ple,” Karsen said.  “My con-
tribution pales in compari-
son to all those who  suf-
fered so much, to the point
of laying down their lives,
struggling for what was
right.”
Karsen reported the fate of

political prisoners to Amnesty
International, communicated
with the U.S. Embassy, and

delivered messages by courier
to the outside world to expose
the authoritarian rule of the
Nationalist Chinese Regime
and to rally support for the
Taiwanese people.
Within four years he was

blacklisted by the Chinese
and denied a re-entry visa   to
Taiwan.  He became a  mis-
sionary in Hong Kong (1974-
84 and 1990-98) and contin-
ued to offer aid to the Tai-
wanese cause any way he
could.  The ban was finally
lifted in 1992 after the
Nationalist Government
ended 38 years of martial law
and introduced initial
reforms.  Further political and
social reforms led to free elec-
tions, the demise of the ruling
party, and the election of a
native Taiwanese, Chen Shui-
Bian of the Democratic Pro-

gressive Party.
Since then, great
strides have been
made.
In December of

last year, Rev.
Karsen was invited
to Taiwan as a
guest of the Tai-
wan Foundation
for Democracy.  He
and 35 other for-
eigners were hon-
ored for their con-
tribution to the

advancement of human rights
and democracy.  Former vic-
tims of regime brutality pre-
sented each guest with a
plaque at the opening ban-
quet.  The presenters were
imprisoned for 20-30 years
and showed visible scars from
their ordeals.  Many of them
are now serving in political
office.
“The atmosphere is so dif-

ferent,” Karsen said.  “It used
to be like living under a blan-
ket.  Now you can shout out
what you used to whisper.”

Rev. Wendell Karsen is Director of
the Master of Theology Program at
WTS.

Karsen speaks during a panel discussion at the 
conference in Taiwan in December.

Rev. Wendell Karsen presents a rare Hokkien-English
Dictionary to President Chen Shui-Bien of Taiwan in
commemoration of Human Rights Day, December 8,

2003.

The Sacred Page
Bookstore & Coffee Shop

A Warm Welcome Back



How does music fit into Old
Testament studies?
Music unlocks what I call the

Hebrew heart.  The heart in
Hebrew is the seat of the intel-
lect and the will as well as the
emotions.  You can read Psalm
13 with as much passion as you
can possibly muster, but the
minute you play a good musical
interpretation of Psalm 13, it takes on an
exponentially more powerful dimension.
Music combines our emotions, intellect,
and our volition, making us want to will to
do something.  I don’t know why it works,
but I know that it does.

What musical instruments do you play?  
Piano, organ, guitar, French horn, and

harp.  I have a hammered dulcimer I’m
trying to learn, so that’s my next
one.  Seven years ago I bought my
harp thinking I’d use it in my
Psalms class, but it was so difficult
to find time to learn.  I never would
have learned it well if I hadn’t had
that year when I was too sick to do
anything else.  David played the
harp to soothe Saul, but the per-
son most soothed is the harpist.  

What happened in that year of
sickness? 
People were constantly being asked to

pray for me, but most don’t know why.  It
started July 4, 2001, when my lung col-
lapsed.  Spontaneous collapse usually
happens to young, tall, skinny men, and
I’m 0 for 4 on that!  After the collapse I
continued to have pain especially when
talking.  Then the whole diagnostic
process was interrupted by a brush with
early stage breast cancer.  After two surg-
eries and six weeks of radiation, we had
the cancer in check, but it finished me in

terms of my voice.  It’s hard
in my line of work not to
talk.  I had to take leave of
teaching.  
I went to Mayo Clinic twice,

but they couldn’t say for sure
what was wrong.  They
thought it could be
endometriosis in my lungs
(uterine tissue that had
migrated and wreaked havoc)
which is very, very weird and
rare.  
My fiancé, Tom, proposed

and we decided to get married

whether I was better or not, but I was des-
perate to get well and back to work.  My
doctor and I decided to take a chance and
treat it as endometriosis.  You can’t just go
into your lungs and start taking tissue out,
so you throw the switch, basically, by
doing a hysterectomy.  Two weeks after

surgery my voice started to come
back, and the pain began going
away.  My vocal chords had actu-
ally atrophied from lack of use.
I’m still teaching with a micro-
phone, and at the end of a two
hour class, I’m really done, vocally
and in terms of physical stamina.
The hardest thing about being

sick, and there were a lot of hard
things, was not being able to sing.
It is one of the reasons I learned to
play the harp.  I needed to find a
way to sing without vocal chords.
I want to write a book that grows

out of the experience of serious illness, and
I want to call it Silent Song. My name is
Carol, and the irony of Carol, “Song of Joy,”

losing her voice is not lost on me.  

You have been at Western ten
years now.  How is the Carol
Bechtel of today different than
the Carol of 1994?
It’s hard to answer, because

Western Seminary was not the
only factor shaping me.  There
was a divorce, two serious ill-
nesses, and a marriage.  Those
things were part of the curricu-
lum, too.  I hope that I’m deeper.

I think what I’ve been through helps me
teach the wisdom literature better.  I find I
have more credibility when I talk about
Job.  I always tell people, “Never pray to
become a deeper person, because the way
God does that is never pleasant.”
One of the things I’ve noticed particular-

ly in preaching, but also in teaching, is
that the Carol in 2004 is not nearly as
worried about how she’s doing.  That does-
n’t mean I don’t prepare.  It’s just that I’ve
realized it’s not about me.  I knew that
cognitively ten years ago, but I know it in
my heart now.  It’s power made perfect in
weakness.  The more I realize my own
weaknesses, flaws, and fallibility, the more
I understand it really isn’t about me.  So I
just get on with it!

What is the most important lesson stu-
dents can learn from you?
I hope they learn something about how to

faithfully negotiate life, that no matter what
it throws at them they’ll be able to be faith-
ful to God.  As pastors their call is to help
other people negotiate life faithfully too.  The
Bible, of course, is our best guide to that.
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What made you decide to become a
professor of Old Testament?
I entered Hope College wanting to major

in English and theater, but my very first
semester I took “Literature of Judaism and
Christianity” with none other than Dennis
Voskuil.  It was basically an Old Testa-
ment course, and I loved it.  One week
Dennis said to me, “You ought to think
about a religion major,” and then a couple
weeks later “seminary”.  Two more weeks
and he suggested a Ph.D.  I was a labor-
intensive student, always having a faith
crisis.  I took up a lot of Dr. Voskuil’s time,
but that’s part of what made me want to
go into Old Testament.  I saw the impor-
tance of being a pastor as well as a
teacher.  
As my triple-major testifies, I have trou-

ble “narrowing it down” – I like so many
things.  Old Testament allowed me to do
language, religion, literature, history, the-
ology…and music, if you’re clever!  

Do you still do drama?
My high school drama teacher, Neal

Luker, was very influential in my career.
He once said to me, “It’s too bad you’re not
using your theater
experience,” and I
responded, “I use it
every day!”  
That experience

gives me comfort in
front of a crowd,
diction, being able
to project, and
being able to be a
little ridiculous.
The power of being
a little ridiculous
shouldn’t be underestimated in teaching,
because sometimes students learn better
if the professor is willing to lose a little
dignity.  I often tell students, “The worse
the joke, the better you’ll remember it.”
In Hebrew class I help them remember
vocabulary words by singing little songs.
They are embarrassing to me, but the
students do remember.
The hard part about preaching for me is

that I’m not playing a part.  I have to be
absolutely, authentically “me”.  And that’s
scary.  It’s much easier to hide behind a
role, but people can tell the difference
between a preacher playing a part and a
preacher being absolutely authentic.  You
need to be believable.

Faculty Interview

with Carol Bechtel

Carol Bechtel
Professor of Old Testament

Carol & Tom and their children on their wedding day in August,
2003.  Carol describes her new family:  “The dynamics are much
more interesting with six people in the house -- it’s an adventure!”  

15 year old Carol playing
Mrs. Gurney in the play,
“Mr. Peepers.” 1974

Presbyterian School of
Christian Education,

1992

LifeNotes
b.  Fulton, Illinois, 1959
A.B. Hope College (triple major in Religion, English, and Ancient 

Civilization, 1981)
M.Div. Western Theological Seminary, 1984
Ph.D. Yale University, 1993
Married to Tom Mullens in August, 2003
Children:  Andrew, (16), Ellen (13), Elyssa (17), and Ian (14)
(1985-88) Teaching Fellow, Instructor, Yale Divinity School, 
(1998-89) Interim Pastor, Turn of River Presbyterian Church, Stamford, CT
(1991-1994) Assistant Professor of Biblical Studies, Presbyterian School of 

Christian Education, Richmond, VA
(1994-present) Professor of Old Testament, Western Theological Seminary
1998 – installed as General Synod Professor of Theology
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Journey staff:  Judy Bos, George Hunsberger, Cynthia Holder Rich, 
Carol Ann Bailey, and Vicky Menning

The financial grants for these special projects, together with
funds contributed to the Campaign for Western and creative part-
nering with RCA denominational agencies, have enabled the center
to fill out a full complement of staff to guide, lead and facilitate a
full range of non-formal education.  Vicky Menning was added to
the staff in the summer of 2003 in a way that has made tangible a
partnership between the seminary, the Regional Synod of the
Great Lakes, and the General Synod of the RCA.  Her work focuses
on church revitalization, assisting congregations in self-assess-
ment using Natural Church Development instruments, and helping
them refocus their vision of where God is leading them.  
In the fall of 2003, Cynthia Holder Rich was called by the semi-

nary to the position of Associate Professor of Continuing Theologi-
cal Education.  In addition to responsibilities in pastoral learning
programs, she is fashioning a variety of non-formal learning pro-
grams for learners of all kinds in the church.  Carol Ann Bailey
has joined Judy Bos to provide the necessary office support to
enable the work of the center to go smoothly. 
The fresh energy and imagination of the team shows up in the

kinds of spring events highlighted in this issue of the Commons,
as well as in the preview of events to come.  And it has led to the
unveiling of the center’s new name—Journey!  A search for a two-
syllable word to replace the rather long and cumbersome phrase,
“a center for the continuing education of the church,” led to the
image of the journey to which God beckons and calls.  Whether it
is on the road from Ur that Abraham and Sarah traveled, or the
road to Jerusalem that Jesus walked, or the road to Emmaus on
which the risen Jesus joined a pair of discouraged disciples, the
people of God have always recognized themselves to be journeying
to the promises of God, growing in faith, love and hope, knit
together as a traveling community on the Way. 

Learning Together on the Way
Before the followers of Jesus were ever called Christians they

were known as followers of the Way.  As for every generation of
Christ-followers, the way of Jesus continues to open up before us,
calling us to follow. 
And that is the JOURNEY of a lifetime!  Always learning Christ,

always learning in the company of others, finding ourselves made
new by God’s Spirit. 
In the summer of 2002, Western set in motion the development

of “a center for the continuing education of the church,” as it has
been called until now.  The vision was to expand the seminary’s
continuing education efforts to include not only ministry profes-
sionals but the whole people of God.  In the new vision, events like
lectureships, conferences and workshops will continue, but to
them will be added other ways of cultivating the learning of the
church – mentored learning groups, strategies for revitalizing the
church, resources developed for the church’s growth in disciple-
ship and mission, and partnerships for collaborative learning. 
In 2002 George Hunsberger was named Dean of the new center

and designated as Professor of Congregational Mission.  In addi-
tion to working toward new forms of continuing education, he has
guided the initiation of a research project through the Gospel and
Our Culture Network and established a pilot program of peer
groups for focused pastoral learning.  Funding for both programs
has come from the Lilly Endowment. 

announcing...
Journey

Christian and Muslim Conversation in a Polarized World
Michael Bos and Ahmed bin Ali Muhammed Al-Mukhaini
March 15, 7pm Public Lecture: “Christian Views of Islam, and Islamic 
Views of Christianity” (Semelink Hall)

March 17, 10am-3pm Workshop: “Christian and Muslim Relations in 
the Persian Gulf:  Historical and Current Realities,” (Garden Level, 
WTS) $45 registration includes lunch.

The Mission of Worship
John Bell (internationally acclaimed composer, preacher, and worship
leader from the Iona Community)
March 15-19, Daily Chapel 9:10-9:35am
Public Lectures & Worship:
“The Lost Tradition of Lament” - March 16, 11:15am, Mulder Chapel
“The Integrity of Diversity” - March 16, 7pm, Mulder Chapel
“Big Sing” - March 18, 7pm at Hope Church, Holland

PREPARE/ENRICH Training
Patricia Baer and Andrew Gorter
Workshop - May 11
(Garden Level, WTS)

Future for Women Retreat
Marchiene Vroon Rienstra 
Retreat - May 12-13
(Garden Level, WTS) 

Mentoring for Leadership
Development
Dennis Voskuil, Walter Wright,
Nancy Ortberg, Ken Knipp, and
Shirley Showalter
Conference - May 14 (Semelink Hall)
(co-sponsored by DePree Leadership Center of Fuller Seminary)
$95 registration includes lunch.

New Church Development and Emerging Forms of the Church
Todd Hunter
Conference - May 25-26 
(co-sponsored by Allelon)
Registration fee to be announced.

For further information about any of these events, please contact Judy
Bos at judy.bos@westernsem.edu or 616-392-8555, x128.  

Spring Events

Western is participating in a national program from Lilly
Endowment Inc. called “Sustaining Pastoral Excellence.”
Journey has launched Journey Groups:  Peer Groups for
Focused Pastoral Learning. These peer groups are formed
around common areas in which pastors and their congrega-
tions want to grow.  The participants offer each other
accountability, encouragement, and challenge as they delve
into their particular area of learning over a three year period.
The pilot project has room for 36-40 pastors, and groups are
still in the process of forming. Contact George Hunsberger
(george.hunsberger@westernsem.edu) or Cynthia Holder Rich
(cynthia.holder.rich@westernsem.edu) with questions or to
indicate interest.

John Bell leading chapel at WTS
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Cynthia Holder Rich brings fourteen years
of pastoral experience and six years of mis-
sion service in Madagascar to her role in
Journey.  She cares deeply about empowering
the voice of the voiceless.  Her expertise in
multi-cultural mission and ministry will help
Journey respond to the learning needs of var-
ious ethnic communities.

For me to serve in Journey is really a
dream come true, in that I can both work
with pastors and congregations and have

time for dialogue in a community of scholars.  
The interest among pastors and laypeople for continuing

education and lifelong learning is substantial.  To come to
Western when a new and rich emphasis has been put on these
issues is really wonderful.

-- Cynthia Holder Rich

Vicky Menning’s greatest energy and joy
comes from bringing people together to work
in friendship and mutual appreciation.  She
has an infectious hope that congregations can
find new vitality.  Her own pastoral experience
of more than a decade gives her empathy with
both pastors and congregations.

In Memory of 
Dr. Eugene Osterhaven

(Excerpt from a speech given at his memorial service, 
First Reformed Church, Holland, January 28, 2004)

After I called on Dr. Osterhaven
last Thursday, his son David and
daughter-in-law Jean drew me
aside and said their father and
mother had already worked out the
liturgy for the memorial service
and I was to have a role in it.
David said, “I don’t recall exactly
what the subject was to be, but
Dad wants you to say something
about theology.”  I couldn’t help
but smile, for I thought, how curi-
ous to have someone speak about
theology at a funeral service!  And
yet, how typically Eugene Oster-
haven, for what could be more
appropriate than to reflect on the

significance of theology at a service honoring ‘the’ theologian of
our church for the past 60 years.  The next day I received the
liturgy with the precise assignment, viz., that Dr. Osterhaven
wanted me to speak on “The Glory of Reformed Theology.”
Eugene Osterhaven was many things:  a devoted and loving

husband, father and grandfather, an active and faithful church-
man, a lover of nature, a skilled canoeist and bold and fearless
voyageur (the French term, now English, for “an expert guide in
remote regions in Canada), an enthusiastic and generous sup-
porter of all kinds of good causes, particularly missions and the
academy in Sarospatak, Hungary, a supportive friend and col-
league—the list could go on and on—but he was above all a the-
ologian.  That was his calling, and he lived it out with distinction
and grace.  He was blessed with a brilliant intellect and a fabu-
lous knowledge of languages.  An illustration of the latter, well
known to his close friends, was his love of doing his devotions by
reading the Scriptures in Hebrew or Greek, and then Latin,
Dutch, German or Hungarian.  When I called on him in the hos-
pital shortly after his prostate surgery when he was aware of the
fact there was a tumor on his bladder, he said to me, “I have
been enjoying my Dutch Dienstboek and meditating particularly
on the text, “Do not be anxious.’” (Luke 12:22), and he then pro-
ceeded to recite it in Greek!
Eugene Osterhaven was a great scholar and teacher, but what

made him so distinctive and so lovable was the joy and the pas-
sion with which he did everything.  He had firm convictions and
was not hesitant about making them known, but he was also
gracious and irenic when involved in theological debate.  He was
no armchair theologian.  His classroom lectures were punctuated
with stories from personal experience, but in all his activities his
concern was to glorify Christ and be a faithful witness to him.
Gene once wrote that “reduced to a minimum, the spirit of

the Reformed tradition . . .  is a consciousness of being in God’s
presence with a call to live unto him.” 
How beautifully Gene Osterhaven lived out that calling.  For in

his work and in his play, in his family relationships and in his
professional relationships he lived in the presence and con-
sciousness of God.  Not only in his teaching and preaching, in
his worship and devotions, but also when he was canoeing in
the Canadian wilds, writing to missionaries, helping needy folk,
collecting books for the library in Sarospatak, proofreading the
manuscript for Bavinck’s Dogmatics, or making apple pies with
Margaret for various friends.
Coram Deo, a life lived in the presence of God—to the glory of

God!

I. John Hesselink

After Dr. Osterhaven retired in 1986, Dr. Hesselink 
served as the Albertus C. Van Raalte Professor of 

Systematic Theology for 13 years.

Dr. Hesselink’s full speech on “The Glory of Reformed Theology” can be read
in the March issue of Perspectives Journal.

Eugene Osterhaven
(1915-2004)

Summer & Fall Preview of Events
June 15-18 and June 23-25 Workshops
Children and Worship and Following Jesus - Sonja Stewart
Registration:  www.westernsem.edu/connects/cw.html

June 22 Workshop
Women Finding Their Voice in Preaching - Cynthia Holder Rich

July 26-29 Pastor’s Conference
Pastors in the Leadership of Worship - Sally Morgenthaler and others

August 17-20 Seminar 
The DNA of the Missional Church - George Hunsberger

September 14 - Afternoon Workshop and Evening Lecture
Yesterday’s Child in Today’s Culture - Tex Sample

September 10-11 Workshop
Biblical Storytelling - Dennis Dewey

October 11-12 Conference
Bast Conference on Preaching - Fleming Rutledge

October 14-16 Pastor’s Conference (in Grand Rapids)
Patterns in Missional Faithfulness
A conference of the Gospel and Our Culture Network

For further information, please contact Judy Bos at judy.bos@west-
ernsem.edu or 616-392-8555, x128.

Cynthia Holder Rich
Associate Professor of
Continuing Theological

Education

Vicky Menning
Partnership for Church

Revitalization

New Initiatives
Journey Academy, September-May

A school for the whole people of God.  The Academy will offer seven
week courses in daytime and evening formats.  Upcoming courses
include:  “Christian Views of War and Peace,” “Christianity and World
Religions,” “Ministry in the Workplace,” and “The Intersection of Faith
and Science.”

Faculty Booktalk

Starting in September, a monthly program inviting people interested in
current theological books and issues to dialogue about them over
lunch with members of the faculty. 

Preaching and Worship Series - 2004-2005

Events on women’s preaching, creative ways of designing and 
leading worship, preaching to post-modern congregations, and
preaching in Advent and Lent.
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Alumline

Thomas Lester Thomasma ‘57
b. Chicago, IL 4/26/23
d. Whiting, NJ 1/3/04
University of Chicago ‘46; WTS ‘57
Reformed Churches served:
Hope, Montevideo, MN (1957-59)
West Covina, CA (1959-61)
First, Lodi, NJ (1962-67)
Church on the Hill, Cresskill, NJ (1967-78)
Calvary, South Gate, MI (1978-85)

Richard J. Decker ‘54
b. Grand Rapids, MI 12/22/26
d. Seal Beach, CA 1/8/04
Central College ‘51; WTS ‘54
Reformed Churches served:
Hope, Montevideo, MN (1954-56)
Woodway Community, Edmonds, WA (1957-
63)
Trinity, El Monte, CA (1963-68)
Sky Lake Park, Orlando, FL (1968-77)
First, South Holland, IL (1977-80)
Community, San Demas, CA (1980-88)
New Hope, Canoga Park, CA (1988-89)

George Peirsol Murray III ‘53
b. Pittsburgh, PA 5/25/25
d. Cedarville, MI 1/16/04
Hope College ‘51; WTS ‘53
Reformed Churches served:
Fonda, Fonda, NY (1953-57)
Mt. Pleasant, Schenectady, NY (1957-60)
Also served:
Chaplain, United States Navy (1961-77)
First Union Church, Cedarville, MI (1977-86)

Maurice Eugene Osterhaven ‘41
b. Grand Rapids, MI 12/8/15
d. Holland, MI 1/24/04
Hope College ‘37; WTS ‘41
Churches served:
Presbyterian Church, New Gretna, NJ
(1942-43)
Third Reformed, Raritan, NJ (1943-45)
Also served as:
Professor and Pastor, Hope College (1945-52)
Lecturer, Western Theological Seminary
(1950-53)
Professor, Western Theological Seminary
(1953-86)

Necrologist:  Glen Bruggers ‘51

An Invitation 
Classes of 54, ’64, and ’79: Please join
us for Alumni/ae Day on May 10, 2004.
Special luncheons will be provided for the
25th, 40th, and 50th reunion classes.  In
addition, you will hear from three graduating
seniors at an informative session in the
morning, and at 2:30 Dr. Beverly Roberts
Gaventa will give a lecture in Semelink Hall.
Meet current students and reminisce with
former classmates.  All Western alumni/ae
are invited to an alumni/ae dinner at 5:00 in
the Maas Center of Hope College.  We will
be honoring Distinguished Alumni Rev. Dr.
Cecil Martens ‘54 and Rev. Dr. James Cook
‘52.

This is an advance notice.  You will receive
an invitation packet in the mail.  If you are
coming from out of town, we recommend
that you book your reservations early at
local hotels.  

Alumni/ae, Friends and Family:
At 7:30 you are invited to Dimnent Memorial
Chapel on Hope’s campus for the com-
mencement service of the class of 2003.
Dr. Beverly Roberts Gaventa, Professor of
New Testament at Princeton Theological
Seminary, will be the commencement
speaker.

Distinguished 
Alumni/ae Award
Western Seminary’s mission is to prepare
Christians called by God to lead the Church
in mission.  In keeping with that mission,
Western seeks to celebrate the distin-
guished ways in which our graduates live
out our common vision for faithful ministry
and mission by annually awarding the Dis-
tinguished Alumni/ae Award.

Since its inception, all Western Seminary
graduates have been invited to nominate
candidates for the Distinguished Alumni/ae
Award.  The Alumni/ae Council reviews
these nominations and recipients are select-
ed.

In recognition of the fact that many non
Western Seminary graduates are aware of
Western graduates who should be nominat-
ed, the Alumni/ae Council, at its fall 2003
meeting, voted to receive future nominations
from all individuals who wish to submit
them.

If you know a Western Seminary graduate
whom you believe has distinguished himself
or herself in a manner befitting this honor,
we invite you submit a letter of nomination
indicating why you believe this individual is
worthy of consideration.  Please submit
nominations to Rev. C. Bruce Wierks, West-
ern Theological Seminary, 101 E. 13th St.,
Holland, MI 49423 or via e-mail at:
bruce@westernsem.edu. 
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News
Jean Chit Mulder ‘96 (Th.M.) was ordained
as Minister of Word and Sacrament on Jan-
uary 25, 2004 at Thornapple Community
Church, RCA in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

George Heartwell ‘88 was elected the
mayor of Grand Rapids, MI on September
11, 2003.  He formerly served two terms as
a city commissioner.  Heartwell took office in
January, 2004.

on to Glory...
Ralph Gerald Ten Clay ‘48
b. Westfield, ND, 3/15/21
d.  Orange City, IA 11/19/03
Central College ‘45; WTS ‘48
Reformed Churches served:
First, Racine, WI (1950-55)
Christian Park, Indianapolis, IN (1955-61)
First, Hamilton, MI (1961-67)
First, Rock Valley, IA (1967-75)
First, Evansdale, IA (1975-82)
Mayo Medical Complex, Rochester, MN
(1982-86)
First, Orange City, IA (1986-91)

Marvin Schultz ‘65
b. Lansing, IL 9/16/32
d. Canton, SD 11/22/03
Hope College ‘62; WTS ‘65
Reformed Churches served:
Grace, Whalley, British Columbia, CAN
(1965-69)
Bethany, Canton, SD (1969-81)
Arcadia, Newart, NY (1981-86)

Henry Arthur Mouw ‘43
b. Orange City, IA 5/4/18
d. Holland, MI 11/30/03 
Hope College ‘40; WTS ‘43
Reformed Churches served:
New Era, New Era, MI (1943-49)
Sixth, Holland, MI (1949-1983)

Bruce Brown ‘78
b. Springfield, MA 7/8/39
d. 12/1/03
University of Hartford ‘63, WTS ‘78
Reformed Churches served:
Marbletown, Stone Ridge, NY (1978-80)
Third, Hackensak, NJ (1980-83)
Demitted to pursue career as a teacher

Please note: The Reformed Review 
will be published online instead of 
in print from now on. You will be 

able to find issues at: 
www.westernsem.edu/publications.html

Let classmates and colleagues know about the milestones in your life. Send your news items to “Alumline”, Western Theological Semi-
nary, 101 E. 13th St., Holland, MI 49423; fax 616-392-7717; or carlaw@westernsem.edu. 

Distance Learning
Experience the Distance Learning
M.Div. program at WTS! 

On May 21, 2004 Western Seminary
is hosting a special “Experience the
Distance Learning M.Div.” day.  If you
are a current applicant or recently
admitted adult, this is a special opportu-
nity to meet current students, sit in on
classes and learn first hand how the
program works and what it will mean for
you as a future student.  Contact Rev.
Mark Poppen, Director of Admissions
(admissions@westernsem.edu) or Dr.
Meri MacLeod, Program Director
(meri.macleod @westernsem.edu) for
more information. 

Also, plan on learning more about
the distance learning M.Div. program at
General Synod this summer. 


