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Connection...

I want our students to connect with the larger church, because we
are a seminary of the whole church. When students go out in the summer to pastor a vacant church
or fill some other staff position or internship, they represent what’s happening at the seminary. The
church finds them gifted, called, and equipped. It benefits the church to have confidence in what the
seminary is doing, but my concern is also that our students implicitly understand we are serving the
whole church. When students come back with stories from serving all over the country, it encourages
that understanding. I see it in our student body. I hear them say, “When I am ready to entertain a
call, I want to be open to wherever God might lead, and not just in my home turf or where my parents
live or [whatever factor X might be].” I applaud them for the growth that happens while they’re here.
They move away from a regionalism to a whole church kind of perspective, and this truly blesses the
Reformed Church in America.
—Dr. Matthew Floding
(see page 5 for faculty interview)

Notes from

President Dennis N. Voskuil
Each spring, the student
council sponsors an all-seminary banquet during which
the faculty and staff are gently
“roasted.” A couple of years
ago, Jim Daniels and Brian
Keepers, now pastors in Iowa,
presented a hilarious skit
titled “Pocket Leanne.” It featured a must-buy graduation
kit including a hand-held
computer that could access
the reassuring voice of Dr.
Leanne Van Dyk, their professor of Reformed theology.
With a touch of the key pad,
the user would receive information and counsel through
this amazing gadget. It was
one of the funniest skits I’ve
ever seen. In fact, tears from
laughter streamed down my
cheeks.
As far as I know, the “Pocket Leanne” is not yet available
on the market. But I can tell
you that the professors and
staff members at Western
Theological Seminary invite
and receive a flow of email
messages and phone calls
from our graduates who are
doing ministry throughout the
church. It certainly pleases
me that so many of our graduates stay connected to Western following graduation. In
fact, nearly every day we are
joined in our chapel service
and coffee time by former students who visit the seminary
for the camaraderie and
opportunity for study.
What a delight it is to stay
in touch with members of our
larger community—pastors,
educators, counselors, musicians and missionaries. The
personal contact is even better
than owning a “Pocket
Leanne.”

Eddy Aleman

Tulare Community Church
Tulare, California

On a Monday in June we left
came up with a working plan for
Western Seminary and set out
evangelistic gatherings. The
across the country in a small car
owners of the dairy farms prowith three children in the back
vided funds to buy Jesusvideos in
seat. We passed through sevenSpanish.
teen states, visiting beautiful
On Thursday, July 24, we had
places such as the Grand
our first gathering at Tim’s home
Canyon, and finally arrived at
in Madera, which is about 1-1/2
Tulare Community Church in
hours north of Tulare. After the
Tulare, California on Thursday of
meal, we shared the gospel with
that same week.
the people that came. To my
We felt at home immediately.
amazement,
everyone in Tim’s
Daisy and Eddy with David, 11;
The pastors, staff, and people at
living
room
that
night committed
Rebecca, 7; and Eddy Jr., 13.
TCC were extremely helpful and
their lives to follow Jesus —
are great examples of a true community of
fourteen adults and many children! I was surbelievers. My job as an intern was to be
prised to witness the spiritual hunger in the
involved in several ministries including some
lives of these people. The following week we
preaching and teaching. I also had the opportuheld the second outreach gathering, and eleven
nity to preach at Sunrise Community Church, a
more adults committed their lives to Jesus.
daughter church of TCC. Sunrise is a bilingual
At that point, knowing I had only three more
(Spanish-English) congregation pastored by the
weeks before going back to Western Seminary
Rev. Russ Siders.
for my senior year of training, we decided to
After my fifth week in Tulare, Tim Voogd, a
stop the outreach
commissioned pastor in the Classis of Central
gatherings to concenCalifornia, approached me and said, “Eddy, I
trate on discipleship
have a burning desire in my heart to reach
and the basics of the
the dairy farm workers of Madera for Christ,
Christian faith. Tim
but I don’t speak Spanish, and most of them
and I organized two
don’t speak Enghouse churches to
lish. Would you
meet twice a week to
help me?” When
help these believers
Tim told me that,
grow in their faith in
The Alemans with the second
I felt like Paul
Jesus.
The ministry
house church
when he had the
in Madera was truly
vision of the
the highlight of my summer.
Macedonian man
On August 18, we left Tulare knowing we
saying, “Come
helped people come to know Jesus the Giver
over to Macedoand Sustainer of Life. I came back to Western
nia and help us.”
Seminary with peace of mind that Pastor Russ
Members of the first house church
(Acts 16:9).
Siders from Sunrise Community Church is
Pastor Tim
there to help the dairy farm workers grow in
Vink, the senior pastor at TCC, released me
their faith. For me, this past summer was a
from most of my responsibilities as a pastoral
confirmation of Jesus’ words, “Look around you
intern and told me to concentrate on the work
and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting.”
in Madera. Tim Voogd and I got together and
John 4:35
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Elizabeth Potter
It is my last Sunday
in Stickney, and as I
sit down to breakfast,
I have to pull out my
day-planner and
count again. Has it
really been ten Sundays already? Where
did the summer go?
And, as I make yet
Elizabeth prepares candles and strips of fabric
another (for it is never
for a ritual of community
the last) revision on
this, my final sermon
to the Faith family, I think back to my first Sunday here.
At that time, I was addressing a crowd of nameless faces with
(if not a generic message then certainly a universal one):
“Called by Community into Community.” The heart of the message suggested that God as the God of Community, Father, Son
and Spirit calls us into community and then teaches us how to
live in the same oneness that the Trinity shares.
At the end of that sermon, I invited the congregation to
participate in a ritual of community as a response to the
word. Each member of the congregation was given a
strip of fabric to weave into a loom, the warp of which
contained three wide gold ribbons representing the
Trinity. Little could I have guessed that this act of
weaving was a foreshadowing of what God by the Spirit
and through the Son would do over the course of the
summer – weave me into the very life and fabric of this
congregation. For, through the process that is shared life
and faith, we grew into oneness, grew into community.
Were I to name one thing that surprised and touched me
most this summer, it would be the way the Faith family opened

Bryan Boersma

up their hearts and lives to me – even though I was “only an
intern” and “only temporary.” As a student coming into a
vacant pulpit, I expected to be received with reserve at best and
perhaps even cynicism. Instead, I was met with respect, given
the freedom to be creative in worship, and encouraged to take
leadership in a wide variety of ministry areas.
This exposure to diverse ministry settings enabled me to
hone skills and fine-tune passions, but it also helped me connect with the greatest number of congregants outside the context of worship. It was here, on the other side of Sunday, as
dreams were shared and pains revealed that I experienced that
weaving of the Holy Spirit. Through the sharing of stories both
rich and tragic, I found God knitting my heart with these people of Faith.
So as I stand in the pulpit today, I will not be speaking a
generic message of faith to nameless believers, as pulpit-supply
sermons cannot help but be. Instead, sharing a place in the
fabric of Faith Community, I will be encouraging Ralph and
Judi and Lorraine and Rose and Del and
Mary… to stir up the gifts that
have been given to them. I will
exhort them that they have
been gifted to give, and that
their gifts both glorify God
and build up the body of
Christ. Having ministered
with and to them these
brief ten weeks, I will inspire
them to exercise their Godgiven gifts, knowing the fabric
of community we now share would
not be as rich or beautiful without
Vacation Bible School
them.

Powell River Reformed Church
Powell River, British Columbia, Canada

For the past two years I have
I learned lessons during
been a student at Western. Durthose ten weeks that I
ing that time I have grown spiritucould not learn in a classally, been challenged theologically,
room. One lesson I will
and attempted to figure out what
carry with me the rest of
God is calling me to. And for ten
my life is the realization
weeks this past summer my semithat to be a pastor is to
nary training was put to the test
carry a heavy burden. By
as I was given a small taste of
no means were the people
what it’s like to serve as a pastor.
of Powell River Reformed
This took place at Powell River
Church burdensome.
Reformed Church in Powell River,
Rather, I discovered
British Columbia, Canada.
throughout the summer
Powell River is an incredibly
that the call to speak the
Bryan & Melissa Boersma
beautiful place. The town is 90+
word of the Lord to God’s
miles north of Vancouver, snuggled
people carried much more weight than I
between the Strait of Georgia and British
thought I was able to bear.
Columbia’s coastal mountain range. The
I found my own words of encouragebeauty of the place, however, cannot be
ment falling short when spoken to Jean
compared to the wonderful gift my wife,
as she sat waiting for the bag of chemo
Melissa, and I experienced in the people of
to empty into her veins. So I turned to
Powell River
the word of the Lord – Psalm 13 – in
Reformed
hopes of being more pastorly. “How
Church. I
long, O Lord?... How long must I bear
came to them
pain in my soul... But I trusted in your
as a highly
steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in
inexperienced
your salvation...” I learned it can be very
pastordifficult at times to encourage people to
wanna-be,
rejoice in God’s salvation. Henri Nouwen
and they
was right when he said, “It is not enough
allowed me to
for the priests and ministers of the
lead them
future to be moral people, well trained,
spiritually as
eager to help their fellow humans... The
Bryan holding Tamran, the
their pastor.
congregation’s only baby
central question is, are the leaders of the
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Faith Community Reformed
Church, Stickney, Illinois

future truly men and women of God...?”1
Fortunately I have one more school year
to write papers and go to class. I will
need this year to discern the call I have
sensed from God, this call to be a pastor
to God’s people. I am so thankful to WTS
and the people of Powell River Reformed
Church for giving me the opportunity to
learn to walk in pastor-shoes.
Henri J.M. Nouwen, In the Name of Jesus:
Reflections on Christian Leadership, Crossroad,
New York, 1989, p. 29.

Bryan & Melissa at the beach after digging up a goeduck (a local clam delicacy)
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Reflections of Ministry

More Than a Good Idea
by Emily Ratering-Youngberg
Kate TeWinkle, Lisa Sheldon (from Fairhaven Ministries), and Andrea Philipps dressed for work

Kate TeWinkle
Take a Stand for Christ
Neon, Kentucky
I am weak, but God is strong; a simple line from
a favorite Sunday School song that I never quite
realized the reality of until the summer of 2003
while working in Neon, KY. I was working for an
organization called TASC (Take A Stand for Christ),
a program out of the Synod of the Great Lakes,
building houses and relationships with a new group
of teenagers each week. My partner Andrea and I
were quickly reminded of the struggles of physical
labor all day (let’s face it, building a house is a
much different challenge than sitting in a classroom) followed immediately by an evening of relationship building, and soon it had taken a toll on
my body. By the end of
the third week of
groups, I was ill and
not sure how I was
going to make it
through another week
of reaching youth on
both an emotional and
spiritual level.
I soon discovered that
my worry of the coming
week was actually the
Burningbushceilingtileinthetaskbuilding, decoratedby problem. I was taking
theBrunsw
ickReform
ed
all of the responsibility
Churchgroup
of the week and the
spiritual growth of the
youth onto my own shoulders instead of placing it
where it needed to be: in the hands of God. Our
theme for the summer was Moses’ experience at the
burning bush, and our goal was to help the youth
and leadership each week come to recognize that
they too can have burning bush encounters of their
own. I was so busy making sure each new group
was grasping the theme that I had stopped looking
for my own encounters.
Everyone I met from Brunswick Reformed Church
in Brunswick, OH, however, grasped this truth so
quickly and began living it out that I couldn’t help
but be affected by it. In week four of the summer
when I was “supposed” to be the teacher, I quickly
became the learner through conversations of the
glory of God’s creation, through Spirit-filled worship,
and because I finally allowed myself to turn the
summer completely over to God (better late than
never!).
Thanks to the discoveries of the fourth week, I
was able to keep my newly rediscovered burning
bush in focus and allow the Spirit to guide the
remaining four weeks. It was a time to be reminded
that this is all God’s work, and if we rely on God we
will not only survive the hardships, but thrive!
Praise God that we are not strong enough to
make it on our own and for people like those of
Brunswick Reformed who do not hesitate to show
their love of God and their willingness to let the
Spirit be their guide!

“Iron sharpens iron, and one
person sharpens the wits of another.... Just as water reflects the
face, so one human heart reflects
another” (Proverbs 27:17,19).
These two proverbs begin to
describe why collegiality in ministry is more than just a good
idea— it is a God-given gift that
helps ministers stay faithful in
their calling.
My education at Western Seminary stressed the importance of
connectedness, and before long I
found myself thoroughly immersed
in the “built-in” community of
chapel and peer groups. In fact,
while chatting over bagels at coffee
hour or grilling burgers with
friends in the townhouse courtyard, it was hard to imagine a day
where I’d have to work to maintain
connectedness at all! That day
came on June 30, 2002, the day
that I, my husband Matt, and our
U-Haul pulled out of the 13th
Street parking lot with directions
to New Jersey in our hands. In
the absence of familiar faces and
scenery, I craved the collegiality
and academic atmosphere of seminary. Since then, the Lord has
blessed me with three groups of
friends and colleagues who sharpen my wits and reflect my heart in
their own.
Not long after our move to New
Jersey, we were excited to hear of
three other Western grads and two
spouses who were also called to
our area. The seven of us meet
nearly on a monthly basis to
laugh, talk, eat, and decompress.
The second group I am involved in
is comprised of RCA ministers
from our classis. Sometimes as
many as twelve of us gather twice
a month at different homes to
socialize and exchange ideas about
church life. Lastly, five clergy people from the various churches in
our town meet monthly at the local
diner. This group is made up of
myself, another RCA pastor, an
Episcopalian rector, a Methodist
minister, and a Roman Catholic
priest. It is a refreshing and truly
ecumenical gathering that is a witness to the unity of Christ’s body.
Groups like these have become
indispensable in the ministry to
which I am called. This is true for
four reasons (at least!). Firstly, as
a new pastor in her first years at
__________
Rev. Emily Ratering-Youngberg is the pastor of First Reformed Church, Little Falls,
NJ
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her first church, these friends and
colleagues have helped me overcome my inexperience. When
you have a sticky church situation
on your hands for the first time,
there is nothing like hearing someone say, “Oh, that happened to me
too, and here’s how I handled it.”
They give me encouragement when
I am anxious and advice when I
am uncertain. They even gave me
emergency baptismal certificates
when I, in my greenness, forgot to
order some. Secondly, in collegiality there are opportunities for collaboration. For instance, I share
the Lenten services with two other
ministers in my classis. We in the
local ecumenical group also pool
our efforts and buildings for community-wide 9/11 and Thanksgiving Eve services. What I have discovered in these groups is true
cooperation, untainted by competition. Thirdly, blessed is the pastor
who finds places of laughter in
her ministry. How long before
preaching would feel like drudgery,
if I did not have friends to laugh
with about blunders we’ve made in
sermons? How long before classis
meetings become chores, if there
were no gathering the next day to
vent our opinions? And lastly, I
have found my various groups to
be arenas of Christian accountability and care. We pray for each
other, keep one another updated
on difficult situations, and listen in
times of joy and sorrow. Ministers
can experience true community
when they care for one another.
I thank the Lord each day that
He provided me with these communities, for it is easy to see how key
they are to both my ministry and
my health. That said, I encourage
seminary students to anticipate the
day when they will have to work to
have community. I also encourage
ministers to make the most of the
groups they are currently in, or
form them in a lack thereof. May
the Lord bless us all with the gift of
community!

Leadership
Campaign for Western Seminary

Challenge & Change

A crowd of friends and supporters gathers in front of John R. Mulder
Chapel for the dedication ceremony of the new De Witt Theological
Center.

The Shoreline Brass Quartet provided music for the occasion.

President Dennis Voskuil
speaks about the WTS vision.

Celebration!

President Dennis Voskuil
unlocks the doors with the
keys presented by architect
David VerBurg and contractor Stan Hamstra.

Director of Advancement &
Communications Ken Neevel
addresses the crowd in the
Burggraaff Atrium of the
De Witt Theological Center.

“We give you thanks,
O Lord.”
Two hundred people
joined in the litany on
September 16 as we
thanked God for the
architects, builders,
planning, and donors
who made the muchneeded addition to Western’s existing building
possible.
After a ceremony in
which Dr. Leanne Van
Dyk gave the invocation,
Rev. Dr. Dennis Voskuil
reviewed the WTS vision,
and student council
president Daniel Teerman led the prayer of
thanksgiving, Dr.
Voskuil asked members
of the De Witt Family to
stand and be recognized
for their faithful support
the work of the seminary.
While the Shoreline
Brass Quartet played,
the crowd moved into
the new De Witt Theo-

logical Center. There, Ken Neevel,
Director of Advancement & Communications, expressed appreciation to all those who were part of
the Campaign for Western providing resources to fund new initiatives for the seminary.
Amid much fanfare, students
unfurled banners revealing that
donors surpassed the goal of $15
million.
Thanks be to God!

Campaign chairpersons Karen & Larry
Mulder and Kris De Pree smile amid banners unfurling and streamers popping.

The crowd sings a hymn of thanksgiving for the blessings of
a successful campaign and a new building (shown at right)
for the training of future leaders for the Church.
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Marvin & Jerene De Witt
join in the singing.

with

Faculty Highlight

Matt Floding
What is your earliest recollection of
being interested in ministry?
I grew up Lutheran in a tradesman home
in the suburbs of Minneapolis. I can
remember sitting in church watching light
from the stained glass windows fall across
these words on the altar: I know that my
Redeemer Liveth. I was captivated. When
my 2nd grade Sunday School teacher asked
what I was going to be when I grew up, I
said, “a minister!” She must have told my
dad, because he would bring it up every
once in a while. I knew he affirmed that
direction if I chose to go that way.
What path did your career take?
At school I majored in history. At Bethel
College I was introduced to Calvin and
Edwards, and their winsome approach to
the faith drew me into the Reformed family.
After four years as a youth pastor, I decided
to go to Wheaton to study church history
with Dr. Mark Noll. The Presbyterian
church I attended there ultimately invited
me to be their youth pastor and encouraged
me to go to seminary with the promise of a
call when I finished.

student’s home church, classis support,
and the denomination calling out young
leaders.

Dr. Matthew Floding is Dean of Students
and Director of Formation for Ministry

their own decision. There is no need to
pressure anyone into ministry. You don’t
want to go there if you’re not called to be
there!

Tell us about your work in the Sudan.
For the last four years I’ve taught at the
Pastors and Christian Workers Training
Conference at the Khartoum Evangelical
Church, and I’ll be going four more times in
the next two years. Most participants come
from Presbyterian churches throughout the
Sudan, but other denominations are invited
too. Our last gathering had 50 pastors, 50
other Christian workers, and 50 university
students.
Bob Yarborough, a friend of mine who
arranged this opportunity, teaches in the
biblical area, and I teach practical theology.
We work through two translators.
I also taught youth ministry workshops
this last time. Good youth ministry is
incarnational and relational. It is also
partnering with parents, fortifying them in
their parental role. The participants and I
have great interchanges. It is uncanny

Recently you were named Dean of
Students, overseeing Student Support
Services. What is your vision as dean?
That students have a sense of personal
care, of having an advocate, and of being
encouraged to bring concerns to the administration. In the past, we tended to be reactive – when a student
had an issue, we’d
Each summer I visit a different region of the
address it. Now we can
church to connect with laypeople, pastors, and
be proactive.
You were a pastor for 12 years. What
alumni, to preach, and to visit our students in the
Also, students have
appealed to you about becoming a colministries they’re serving.
formal counseling availlege chaplain?
Since I came here, Western has been connectable through Western’s
In 1989 Northwestern College contacted
ed with Synod of the Great Lakes “Take a Stand for
student assistance prome, and I felt very drawn to return to a colChrist” (TASC) and their amazing partnership with
gram, but the dean’s
legiate setting. I’m a youth pastor at heart,
Homes, Inc. in the hard hit coal mining town of
office offers them a
and I have developmental concerns for stuNeon, KY. When you ride into town the poverty is
palpable…but then you come to a little lane and
chaplain type of supdents – how they wrestle through identity
enter a new world where TASC and Homes have
port.
issues and have a sense of real growth in
done work for a decade, and where our students
their faith.
have worked for five summers. There you find loveWhat kind of changes
ly, dignified homes with manicured lawns – built by
do you see in the next
How did your experiences at Northwestvolunteers alongside the people who are going to
ten years at Western?
ern shape you for your work here?
live in them.
We’ve spent a tremenDuring my ten years at Northwestern, we
I wanted to see it and become familiar with the ministry, so this summer my
dous amount of energy
intentionally provided programs and chapel
colleague Jaco Hamman and I took a rode trip on our motorcycles down to Kencreating an academically
worship that would help students try on
tucky, visiting people on the
rigorous curriculum
different perspectives and experiences so
way and enjoying some of the
that’s intentional about
they could grow. Here, as director of formabest roads in America for
integration and formation for ministry, I am concerned with the
motorcycling.
I’m so glad I did, because now
tion. Our faculty is
same thing: vocational clarity and making
I’m committed to telling every
always mindful they are
sure students enjoy a life-giving relationship
youth pastor who wants to take
teaching in a seminary:
with Christ.
his or her youth group on a
“How does this benefit
very exciting mission trip about
the student in effective
Does the process of discernment ever
Kate TeWinkle, Andrea Philipps, Matt
this ministry. I highly recompastoral ministry?”
lead students away from seminary?
Floding, and Jaco Hamman in Neon, KY.
mend it!
We’ll only get better as
When students arrive, they have a lot of
we keep working on that
anxiety about vocational clarity. The first
goal.
year we encourage them to take a hard look
how many similar issues we have with
We’re going to be stretched through the
at spiritual disciplines and discerning their
parents and children. When I bump into
distance learning program. How do we proown call. In the midst of that, some stuissues unique to their culture, I deflect
vide the same kinds of experiences at a disdents say, “I really feel confirmed in my
those back to the local pastors for further
tance?
sense of call to ministry. I’ve learned more
discussion.
Perhaps the biggest challenge is how we
about myself and themes I need to affirm in
will keep a Western
my life, but I’ve
How does this work relate to WTS?
education affordable.
also discerned that
Global consciousness. Modeling to stuMany students come
I don’t need to be
dents the conviction that every pastor and
with a good deal of
ordained to do
congregation should have a third world
college debt. If they
what I’m called to
connection. One of the goals of the interadd to that debt in
do.” I applaud the
cultural immersion program here is to
seminary, they may
courage of students
value the importance of those connections.
feel unable to accept
who take that very
You need a place to stand to look with
a call at what some
serious look in the
more objectivity at how the culture blows
churches can afford
mirror. We provide
the church around here in America. There
to offer. It’s an issue
a caring and supthe issues are so basic – survival issues.
for the whole church
portive experience,
It really does make you think about where
Matt and his translator, Selwa, enjoy a Coke with
to think about: a
but they make
we are, where we’re going, and why.
seminar participants in Khartoum, the Sudan
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After earning a
Bachelor of Science
in Biopsychology at
the University of
Michigan, Emily
Taylor explored a
few career paths.
She became
involved in library
Emily Taylor
work during two
Cataloging Technician,
years at MathematiBeardslee Library
cal Reviews in Ann
Arbor, MI in the Bibliographic Services
department.
Emily moved to West Michigan a year
ago to be closer to family. She was hired
as a cataloging technician for Beardslee
Library in June. Her duties involve shelf
list maintenance, copy cataloging, bibliographic database maintenance, materials
processing, and circulation assistance.
After nine years in Ann Arbor, Emily is
having fun exploring the western side of
the state. She recently bought a house in
Grand Haven and spends a lot of her free
time working on it. She is getting married
in May of 2004 to Sorin Stef.
Angela Mayer
grew up in Holland
and graduated
from Hope College.
She spent the last
few years teaching
for West Ottawa
Public Schools in
the Holland area.
She taught first
Angela Mayer
Circulation Supervisor,
grade and migrant
Beardslee Library
summer school for
Spanish speakers. As you can imagine,
the quiet atmosphere of the library has
been quite an adjustment!
Last year she ventured out of Michigan
for the first extended period of time, spending a year in Vienna, Austria traveling,
exploring, and struggling with her German.
She currently spends her nights and weekends working on her Master’s degree in
education with a focus on reading and literacy.
Angela is a retired gymnast but still
enjoys coaching and judging USGF fun
meets for girls. When she is done with
graduate school, she will be able to nurture some of her other passions like cooking, reading, and trying new things.
As a circulation supervisor for Beardslee Library, Angela charges and discharges items, processes overdues, maintains the patron database, supervises the
student staff, and handles inter-library
loaning/lending.

Welcome!

Enabling people to
develop has been a
theme in the life of
Evelyn Diephouse.
She began her
career as Director
of Academic Services at Calvin College, building a proEvelyn Diephouse
gram to support
Associate Director of
and encourage
Ministry Formation
under-prepared students. She also worked in faculty development as Director of Advising and found her
greatest challenge there as Registrar,
enabling people to come to terms with academic standards and structures in meaningful ways.
In 1994 she left her position at Calvin to
enter the M.Div. program at WTS, in what
she describes as her “midlife adventure.”
She was ordained to serve as a specialized
interim minister and has since served
churches in the RCA, the CRC and the
PCUSA.
Evelyn sees her work at Western as an
opportunity to continue working in adult spiritual development. She helps students
make learning covenants for individual spiritual growth and coordinates their relationships with the teaching churches where
they are mentored.
Evelyn is married to David Diephouse,
who is a professor of history at Calvin College. They have three daughters, a son-inlaw, and a fifteen-month-old granddaughter.
Becki Sweetman
has done a variety
of things since
graduating from
Trinity Christian
College in Palos
Heights, IL with a
degree in elementary education.
She and her husBecki Sweetman
Assistant Bookstore &
band, Drew, settled
Coffee Shop Manager
in the south suburbs of Chicago, where they enjoyed all that
a big city has to offer. After teaching handson science to kindergarten through third
grade for four years, Becki took time off to
be home with her children. She taught parttime fourth grade, worked in daycare, and
managed a household the next few years,
while she and Drew also led youth ministry
at the churches they attended.
After a trip to Israel with Ray VanderLaan

Faculty News
On October 6-8 Tim Brown, Professor of
Preaching, preached at Northwestern College to help celebrate their inauguration of
“Vocare: Finding Your Place” Lilly grant program; On October 12 he preached at the
“Harvest Festival, Spiritual Renewal” Union
Service between the Reformed and Christian Reformed Church congregations in
Sully, IA. On October 26 he preached at
the Reformed Church in America 375th
Anniversary Celebration of the Ontario
Classis at Redeemer College in Hamilton,
Ontario, Canada.
Jaco Hamman, Assistant Professor of
Pastoral Care and Counseling, has been

selected to participate in the 2004 ATS Lilly
Conference on Theological Research,
which will take place February 27-29. This
conference brings the twenty-six 20032004 Lilly Theological Research Grant
recipients together with nineteen newer faculty in the Association of Theological
Schools to discuss various elements of the
craft of theological research.

An article on the New Testament Apocrypha by Robert Van Voorst, Professor of
New Testament, is in the new one-volume
Eerdmans Bible Commentary, edited by
James Dunn and John Rogerson.
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(That The World May Know Ministries), they
both felt the call for Drew to go into the ministry. Through a long process of prayer, selling and buying houses and moving, they
finally arrived in Hudsonville, MI in August,
and Drew entered Western Seminary that
month.
Becki has a passion for books and people and loves combining both in her work at
the WTS bookstore.
Becki and Drew have four children;
Josh(12), Anna(7), Leah(5), and Abigail(1).
The family has made the adjustment to
Michigan and is enjoying their new home
and new friends.

In 1996 Jade Gao
left China to attend
Grand Valley State
University in Michigan. After earning
a Masters degree in
Education Technology from GVSU,
she went to Davenport College for
Jade Gao
Microsoft system
Education Technology
Specialist
training. There she
achieved certification as a Microsoft Certified Systems Engineer and a Certified Novell Administrator.
Jade has worked as a network administrator for Old Kent Mortgage Company and
as a software support engineer at Encode
Systems in Grand Rapids. She is an adjunct
professor at Davenport University and
Olympia Career Training Institute, teaching
network and web related classes. When
she lived in China, she taught college level
classes there also.
Western hired Jade for software training,
database support, website management,
and the technological needs of the new distance learning program.
Vicky Menning
was born in Holland, Michigan and
graduated from
Hope College. She
taught elementary
and pre-school in
Los Angeles, CA,
Douglas, MI and
Muskegon, MI.
Vicky Menning
In 1983 she began
Partnership for Church
Revitalization, Center for attending classes at
the Continuing Education WTS, graduating in
of the Church
1989. She was the

Westminster/John Knox published Carol
Bechtel’s new book, Life After Grace, in
July. Carol Bechtel is Professor of Old Testament. Her commentary on Esther (Interpretation series, WJK 2002) was listed in
the October 18 Christian Century as the
third best-selling book of the year for Westminster/John Knox Press.

Academic Dean James Brownson and
Associate Dean George Brown were
among fifty participants at “Consultation on
M.Div. Curriculum,” an Association of Theological Schools’ event in Pittsburgh Oct 30Nov 1. Dr. Brown presented a case narrative of Western’s learning web design for the

co-pastor of Trinity Reformed Church in
Grand Rapids, MI for twelve years. She
and her husband, Bruce, have had the
happy experience their whole married life of
being members or pastors of healthy, vital,
urban congregations engaged in faithful,
fruitful ministry and mission. They have
three grown children and one granddaughter.
Vicky works in a partnership between
the General Synod of the Reformed
Church, the Regional Synod of the Great
Lakes, and the Center at Western Seminary. Through this partnership she is able
to live out her passion to walk with pastors
and congregations as they become more
fully engaged in the kind of mission and
ministry that influences their larger communities with the reconciling love of God
through Jesus Christ.
Cynthia Holder
Rich has journeyed a winding
professional path
to find her way to
Western. Beginning as a public
school teacher of
instrumental
music, Cynthia
Cynthia Holder Rich
Associate Professor of
then entered semiContinuing Theological
nary. After ordinaEducation
tion in 1984 as a
Minister of Word
and Sacrament of the Presbyterian
Church (USA), she served as a parish
pastor in Wisconsin, North Dakota, and
Illinois.
As Cynthia and her husband were
completing graduate degrees in 1997, an
opportunity arose for them to enter mission service. Six years of teaching in two
seminaries in Madagascar gave Cynthia
innumerable opportunities for growth,
challenge, and learning. In order to
process and gain more understanding of
issues of justice and freedom for the poor,
particularly women, and the church’s role
in bringing Christ’s freedom to all, she
entered doctoral study in South Africa.
At Western, Cynthia is pleased to work
on programs and initiatives that help pastors and lay leaders discern God’s calling
to them, shown by their context of service
and own particular giftedness. As the
work of the new Center for the Continuing
Education of the Church begins, she is
honored to partner in vital ministries with
congregations and their leaders.
Cynthia is married to Mark Rich, and
they have three children.

M.Div. curriculum, and Dr. Brownson served
as a case facilitator. The consultation’s primary goal is to provide a useful resource to
all member schools that are entering curriculum revision.
Dean of Students Matthew Floding taught
at the Khartoum Evangelical (Presbyterian)
Church’s training conference for pastors
and Christian workers in The Sudan,
November 2-7.

President Dennis Voskuil spoke on “Recognizing the Presence of God in Our Lives”
at a Synod of Albany Conference on Christian Living on September 27.
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The Rev. Jeff Porte, WTS M.Div. ’87 and D.Min.’02

rages at the core of
wide Easter celebration.
every human heart.
Nine churches particiAs Christians, we
pated, and 6,300 people
can be sure that the
attended! The congregaHoly Spirit is contions formed a non-profit
Who influenced you to
stantly working to
called
C.H.A.N.G.E.,
go into ministry?
convict us to repent
with each letter standing
My high school pastor,
and change before
for a goal toward racial
Steve Vander Molen, got
the devil builds up
reconciliation. Since
to know me well and
strongholds in our
then,
C.H.A.N.G.E.
conopened my eyes to what my life could become
thinking. If we
tinues to be active in
as a minister of the Gospel. He had a
ignore the Spirit’s
dismantling racism. It
tremendous impact upon my decision.
Jeff (at right) praying with local pastors in
pleading and allow
has changed me from
their Thursday prayer meeting
sin to go unchecked
being
indifferent
to
being
In 1986 you started working for Third
or wrong attitudes to continue unconfessed,
convinced that the key to revival in KalamaReformed in Kalamazoo, MI as youth paswe leave gaping holes through which the
zoo rests in dismantling the spiritual strongtor. What were those years like, and what
enemy seeks to undo us.
hold of racism.
began to change in your life?
Spiritual strongholds in our lives, instituI had a singular passion: to grow a large,
tions, and nation will be eradicated when we
What brought you back to seminary to
innovative youth ministry. I set out to put
repent and renew our minds daily with the
pursue a Doctor of Ministry degree?
Third’s youth ministry on the map for God,
Word of God. This comes about only through
God used a conversation with one of my
the students, and my own ego. I had little
the power of prayer. My hope is that the one
favorite
professors
at
Western
(now
at
Fuller),
interest in working with other youth pastors.
Church of Christ in every community will
Chuck VanEngen. He said, “You will never
God was faithful to produce much fruit in
lock their shields together in faith and fight
push yourself with
those seven years, but He
diligently against our enemy in prayer until
the
same
level
of
wanted a revival in my own
LifeNotes
major spiritual breakthroughs can be celeintensity
apart
from
heart too.
b.
Bellflower,
CA
1962.
Grew
up
in
W.
Mich.
brated, to the chagrin of Satan and for the
the accountability of
Through my mother’s battle
B.A. Hope College ‘84; M.Div. Western
glory of God.
a degreed program.”
with lung cancer in 1991, God
Theological Seminary ‘87, D.Min. ‘02
Chuck said that purtaught me our utter depenMarried Terri Vander Weide in 1984; children:
What are your dreams for the future of
suing a doctoral
dence on Him and His ability
Michael,
16;
Alex,
13;
David,
9;
&
Anna,
7
Third Reformed and Kalamazoo?
degree would be a
to do more than we can even
Served Third Reformed, Kalamazoo, MI:
One of the most effective long-term solublessing to my minthink or imagine. God was
1986-93, Youth Pastor
tions towards advancing revival and reducistry, and he was
teaching me the power of
1993-1995, Preaching Pastor
ing racism is to plant multiplying, multi-ethright. Throughout
prayer.
1995-present, Senior Pastor
nic congregations. It’s not easy turning a
the research and
120-year old congregation ethnically diverse,
writing of my thesis,
How did God use prayer to
but I see the most progress in the younger
I was working with pastors of various ethnic
transform you?
half of our congregation, who are accusgroups
and
church
affiliations,
essentially
I felt a strong leading to make prayer the
tomed and even expect organizations to
serving as a laboratory for my thesis topic of
focus of my ministry when I became the
work toward multi-cultural expressions.
“Racism and Revival.”
senior pastor in 1995. Shortly thereafter,
Their openness and willingness is most
Harvey Ouwinger, the pastor of 2nd Christian
encouraging.
What
did
you
learn
from
studying
Reformed Church of Kalamazoo, invited me
I further hope more and more pastors will
revivals?
to join him in launching an ecumenical
join the weekly prayer groups, as we have
As I investigated the history of revivals on
prayer meeting for pastors. As the prayer
seen one cell multiply and grow into seven
American soil, I became fascinated with the
cells grew and multiplied, so too, God was
cells. My dream is for dozens and dozens of
Fulton
Street
Revival
of
1857
because
it
was
growing a conviction in my heart… highlightpastor prayer cells to form in our region,
birthed in a Reformed Church. I was gripped
ing my sin of pride. In my first nine years of
planning strategies to reach our region with
by the central role prayer played in launching
pastoral ministry, I viewed other churches
the Gospel and root out societal plagues like
and advancing the revival – from one noon
and pastors as the competition. But every
racism. May God give us grace in our ongohour
prayer
meeting
with
Thursday as I prayed with
ing quest.
six people to thousands of
pastors from a variety of
noonday prayer meetings
congregations, God slowly
coast to coast with
but steadily was replacing
nearly a million conmy cold heart with one on
What is a Doctor of Ministry program?
versions. However,
fire for teamwork with likeThe D.Min. program at Western focuses on students in
when I discovered
minded congregations.
the
context
of their particular ministry. Students shape their
that the revival failed
From competition to collabprogram
(i.e.
their thesis, what they will study) around their parto address the greatoration, God was reviving
ticular needs while collaborating with peers and a supervisor.
est social evil of
my life and ministry.
Staff meeting at Third Reformed Church
Western encourages students: 1) to grow in their underAmerican history—
standing
of how God has called and formed them; 2) to inteslavery—I became convinced that converHow did your interest turn to racial recongrate
insights
from various scientific, social scientific, and theosions without social change are only
ciliation?
logical disciplines into their ministry; 3) to discern religious and
half revival. We must strive for both.
I have to admit, I was completely out of
cultural traditions of their life and ministry; 4) to increase their
touch on the subject for most of my life. In
skill in ministry; 5) to grow in their capacity to work with others;
You identify racism as a significant
the tiny Michigan town of my youth, there
6) and to make a significant contribution to the practice of minspiritual stronghold. What can we do?
was not a single African-American family.
istry.
Our world is the playing field of “powMigrant families came to the area to provide
What distinguishes our program from others is the
ers” both good and evil. There are
seasonal labor, but I grew up watching
emphasis
we place on the student’s growing spiritual selfunseen forces that influence people and
whites treat Hispanics with disdain. Sadly, I
awareness.
D.Min. students are encouraged to become more
institutions. The Christian community
saw no difference in the way Christians treataware of the spiritual and cultural forces that have shaped
needs to wake from its slumber and realed them. During my youth ministry years I
them and the forces shaping their ministry setting. In this way,
ize our impending danger. For many
had no passion for a multi-cultural youth
students explore more deeply their call to their present ministry
Christians, the unspoken goal is to live a
group.
and live out that call more fully.
carefree life. If we’ve sought religion to
It was only after attending a racial reconmake us comfortable, Christianity is realciliation lunch with several local pastors in
Dr. Tom Boogaart
ly not for us. We are called to war!
1997 that God began stirring a passion in my
Director of D.Min. Program, WTS
The battle rages in our institutions and
heart. Our group of pastors agreed to meet
even
whole governments, but mostly it
monthly and felt led of God to sponsor a cityJeff Porte is pastor of
Third Reformed Church
in Kalamazoo, Michigan.
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Visit Western’s alumni page at www.westernsem.edu/people/alumni/
Alumline
News

John H. Muller ’45 has become the pastor
four days a week at the First Presbyterian
Church of Crescent City, FL.

Harole W. Lay ’71 was installed as Minister
of Word and Sacrament at The Parkway
Community Church (RCA), Hicksville, NY
on May 18, 2003.
As of July 1, Gary ’63 and Roberta
Looman retired from First United Presbyterian Church, Belleville, IL and moved to a
new home on the Mississippi River (Golden
Eagle, IL).

Nikelle Johnson ’01 is now serving as the
Assistant to the President at Voice of Calvary Ministries, a Christian Community
Development organization in Jackson, MS.

In April Tom Kragt ‘83 started working as the
Minister of Congregational Life for EverGreen
Ministries (CRC) in Hudsonville, MI. Prior to
that, he served two years as a Substance
Abuse Therapist for the Recovery Center of
Spectrum Health in Grand Rapids. Tom’s
wife, Carolyn, is a special education teacher in
the Grand Rapids Public Schools. They live in
Jenison, MI with their three children.

What Now?
You may remember a recent advertising campaign by Disney interviewing famous athletes at the end of the SuperBowl,
World Series, or the like. I guess Disney World isn’t interested
in advancement people, but if they were, they might ask,
“Ken, you and your staff just successfully completed a capital
campaign. Now what are you going to do?” Truth be told,
there is plenty to do now that the Campaign for Western:
Leadership – Challenge & Change is completed (although
unfortunately going to Disney World isn’t one of them!).
The Campaign for Western provided tremendous resources
for the seminary to move in exciting directions, and we are so
grateful for each and every gift. It’s important to remember,
however, that these gifts support new initiatives. The ongoing
operational needs of the seminary remain great. In fact, with
Western’s enrollment at an all-time high, the operating needs
are greater than ever. A gift to support ongoing expenses may
not seem as exciting as building a new facility or launching a
new program, but the annual support is what pays professors,
keeps the lights on, and provides students with a positive
learning environment.
So, indeed, what now? The advancement team will visit
friends of Western to nurture relationships with the seminary,
we’ll send out letters and newsletters, we will pray for you,
and we will continue to thank God for the blessings He
bestows upon the seminary each day. Thank you for supporting the raising up of leaders for His Church.
Ken Neevel
Director of Advancement & Communications

on to Glory...
Spencer C. De Jong ‘34
b. Orange City, IA 8/8/1907
d. Fullerton, CA, 3/7/2003
Central College ‘31; WTS ‘34
Reformed Churches served:
Rehoboth, Lucas, MI (1934-36)
Christ Community, Spring Lake, MI (1936-41)
Emmanuel, Chicago, IL (1941-46)
First, Fulton, IL (1950-55)
Fairview, Grand Rapids, MI (1955-57)
Haven, Hamilton, MI (1957-63)
Tucson, Tucson, AZ (1963-66)
Also served as:
Rep., Youth for Christ, Netherlands (1946-47)
Director, World Home Bible League (1947-50)
World Home Bible League Representative
(1966-71)
Theodore Byland ‘53
b. Fulton, IL 4/12/24
d. 2003
Central College ’50; WTS ‘53
Reformed Churches served:
Vriesland, Vriesland, MI (1953-56)
Parkview Community, Cleveland, OH (1956-66)
Westwood, Muskegon, MI (1966-71)
James E. De Bruyne ‘90
b. Battle Creek, MI 2/17/52
d. Pekin, IL, 5/14/03
Reformed Bible College ‘86; WTS ‘90
Reformed Churches served:
First, Friesland, WI (1990-92)
First, Doon, IA (1992-99)
Bethel, Lester, IA (1992-99)
Normandale, Pekin, IL (1999-2003)
Raymond Henry Rewerts
b. Ackley, IA 3/10/27
d. Zeeland, MI 6/12/03
Central College ’47; WTS ‘50
Reformed Churches served:
Baileyville, IL (1950-53)
Trinity, Fulton, IL (1953-58)
Bayshore Gardens, Bradenton, FL (1958-65)
Fifth, Grand Rapids, MI (1965-78)
Hawthorne, Vernon Hills, IL (1978-85)
Also served as:
Synod Executive, Synod of Mid-America
(1985-94)
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Charles Aber Vander Beek
b. Leighton, IA 7/2/20
d. Grand Rapids, MI 6/26/03
Central College ’54; WTS ‘57
Reformed Churches served:
Rose Park, Holland, MI (1957-68)
South Bushwick, Brooklyn, NY (1968-84)
Special Ministry, King Park, Grand Rapids, MI
(1984-2003)
Harold Leroy Hiemstra
b. Pella, IA 12/3/34
d. Fort Collins, CO 10/28/03
Central College ’57; WTS ‘60
Reformed Churches served:
Bethany Memorial, NY, NY (1960-76)
Riverview Park, Yankton, SD (1976-94)
Bethel, Chicago, IL (1994-99)
Norman James Schouten
b. Waupun, WI 10/20/34
d. Oskaloosa, IA 6/29/03
Central College ’56; WTS ‘59
Reformed Churches served:
Trinity, Brown Deer, WI (1959-65)
Our Saviour’s, Denver, CO (1965-80)
Second, Pella, IA (1980-98)
Willem Van Kerkhoven
d. London, Ontario, Canada 7/12/03
Central College, ’69; WTS ‘72
Reformed Church served:
First, Cambridge, Ontario, Canada (1973-77)
Also served as:
Chaplain, Correctional Institution, Waterford,
Ontario, Canada (1977-ret.)
Necrologist: Glen Bruggers ‘51

Next year's Alumni Day is
May 12, 2004. Reunions
are planned for the classes
of 1954, 1964, and 1979.

Milestones
Let classmates and colleagues
know about the milestones in
your life. Send news items to
“Alumline”
Western Theological Seminary
101 E. Thirteenth St.
Holland, MI 49423
fax 616-392-7717; or email:
carlaw@westernsem.edu
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