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Again this May, the com-
mencement exercises at the
seminary were memorable. It
is always a unique privilege
to welcome graduates of the
25th, 40th and 50th
anniversary classes, and to
participate in the events of
Alumni Day and the evening
commencement services.  
I was especially pleased

that the Reverend Eugene
Peterson, a friend of Western
Seminary, agreed to present
the alumni lecture and
speak at the commencement
service.
As I assisted in the official

graduation exercises on
Monday evening, I was
reminded again of the essen-
tial mission of the seminary.
As president, it is easy to

get caught up in fund rais-
ing, denominational politics,
budget planning, personnel
matters, and a host of other
issues.    
The mission of the semi-

nary is clear and simple: we
are called “to prepare Chris-
tians to lead the church in
mission.” As I witnessed
forty-two of my graduating
friends gather in front of
Dimnent Chapel—it all came
into sharp focus once again.
These are the emerging lead-
ers of Christ’s Church. This
is the fruit of our ministry.
God be praised!

DNV
President Dennis N. Voskuil

Notes from 

Distinguished Alumni of 2003

Chester Droog has been a man with a
vision and the ability to make kingdom
dreams a reality.  Like the sons of Issachar
who could “read the signs of the time,”
Chester, or Chet as friends call him, has been
gifted with the ability to know what needs to
be done. 
After graduating in 1942 from Northwest-

ern Junior College in Orange City, Iowa, Chet
completed his undergraduate degree at Hope

College in Holland,
Michigan.  Pursuing
the call God laid on
him while injured in
the Second World
War, Chet completed
his Master of Divinity
at Western Theologi-
cal Seminary in
1950.
Chet married

Jackie Bonthuis of
Orange City, Iowa,
and together they
raised five daughters.
Jackie teamed up
with Chet in the
parishes they served
and solidly supported

him as he traveled many miles to implement
the Church Growth dream.
Chet began his ministry in the local parish.

In 1950, he served as the founding pastor of
Hope Reformed Church in Spencer, Iowa.
Moving back to Michigan in 1953, Chet
served the Fifth Reformed Church of Grand
Rapids.  In 1965, Chet was called to Bell-
flower, California to serve Bethel Reformed
Church.  In the midst of population explo-
sion, California became the natural staging

It is by virtually any standard an impressive
resume. 
Edwin G. Mulder served as general secretary

of the Reformed Church in America for eleven
years (1983-1994) and as president both of the
Particular Synod of New Jersey (1974-75) and
of the General Synod (1979-80) before that.
He was senior pastor of one of the largest-
membership congregations in the RCA and in
“retirement” still serves the RCA’s most historic
church.  He has stood side by side with some
of the most notable church and political lead-
ers of the late twentieth century.
And yet… as important as his work and

ministry have been to the RCA, few people
choose to describe Ed Mulder by detailing his
accomplishments. 
Ask about his years as general secretary, for

example, and you hear stories about Ed deliver-
ing hugs from one congregation to another:  “I
was in this place last week and told them about

Western Semi-
nary’s Alumni/ae
Council
announces the
2003 Distin-
guished Alumni/ae
Award winners:
the Rev. Dr.
Chester Droog and
the Rev. Dr. Edwin
G. Mulder.

Alumni 
Profiles

Chester Droog ’50
by Harold Korver ’55

Edwin G. Mulder ’53
by Jeffrey Japinga
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Leaving for a preaching
assignment as a student,

1950

WTS ground breaking, 1954.  Ed Mulder as senior class
president with Jacob Blaauw, John R. Mulder, 

E.N. Freyling, Irwin Lubbers, and George Mennenga.
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(continued from page 1)

you, and they asked me to send you their
greetings and prayers.  Next week I’m going to
______; may I give them your greetings?”  No
one ever said no.  “All of us need family,” Ed
wrote in the Church Herald in 1984 to intro-
duce a new denominational theme.  “We need
to be included in the community of faith. ‘A
People Who Belong…’ is intended to be a

covenantal hug.”  Ed, it is said, was the Hallmark General Secretary.
The image of a teddy bear is often ascribed to Ed, along with

adjectives like warm, responsive, caring, encouraging, humble, and
loving.  Ed’s pastoral heart is worn prominently on his sleeve as he
simply and genuinely loves people, making others feel like the most
important person in the room. 
Ed is also a bulldog—a man of deep passions, tenacious, knowing

unequivocally who he is and what he believes.  That internal gyro-
scope, grounded in the belief that God creates each person uniquely
and preciously, allowed—perhaps demanded—that Ed stand unwa-
veringly at times.  During the height of apartheid in South Africa, first
as a pastor and then as general secretary, Ed aligned himself and the

RCA with the struggle of
the black and colored
churches of South Africa.
The stand was not uni-
versally embraced and
was taken with a fair
degree of personal and
professional risk.  One of
Ed’s colleagues recalled
how he would consistent-
ly make tough decisions,
never to prove he was
tough, but because they
had to be made, and
because they were right.

Chester Droog ’50

Edwin G. Mulder ’54

2

Every day on the way to
the church, I mentally
negotiate a four-way stop
with Minnesotans, (you go
first; no you go first; well, if
you insist; oh, I’m sorry, I
thought you were going to
wait; no really, go ahead;
well, I guess if you think I
should; Goooooo!).  When
I’m almost up to speed
again, I cross the railroad
tracks that have become
such a political issue here
in Rochester the past year.
Small lawn signs on every
block protest, “No Coal
Trains.”  Not much charac-
teristic “Minnesota nice” in
that, I think.  As I drive on,
I read the words on a bill-
board rising above the
whole scene:  “He’ll do
what you do.”  It’s a sign
for buckling your seat belt.
I’ve read it dozens of times.
Today I think it’s the
answer.  
The questions continu-

ally on my mind are:  How
will the church become a
mission station?  How am I
to lead the church beyond
the multi-decision making
process of Re-Focusing and
the one-track mindset still
lingering here into a new
way of doing business?  
Am I willing to do busi-

ness differently myself?  As
a minister, I serve the
church while urging its
members to serve the
world.  I work under the
assumption they will trans-
fer what they hear into
practices affecting others in
their daily lives.  Together
we analyze demographics,
chart trends, and have
good discussions, but
when we are done, if the
church has primarily expe-
rienced talk about mis-
sional living in the world,
isn’t that very likely what it
will do best?
In contrast to this

arrangement, the first cen-
tury congregations that
arched the Mediterranean
had a missionary for a pas-

tor.  I wonder if that is why
Paul could say without
qualms, ‘Let me be your
model.  Do as I do.’  I also
wonder if that is why his
directive has always
seemed disconcerting to
me.     
I know Paul was a tent-

maker for a time.  I know
he walked the streets
where business flourished.
I know he spoke in homes
as well as prison cells, in
the pagan temple district
as well as synagogues.
Paul’s example was “in
Christ.”  He was drawn like
the Lord to those with the
deepest need and did not
limit his sphere of influ-
ence to the local congrega-
tion. 
Today, would he perform

weddings and funerals for
non-members of the
church, engaging them in
real, meaningful conversa-
tion about life and the Lord
in the process?  Would he
pass around a sympathy
card for a neighboring fam-
ily whose son was found
drowned in a river after a
college fraternity party?
And if he did, would any-
one in Paul’s congregation
dare to ask, “Why are we
doing this? He’s not one of
ours.” 
Modeling what I experi-

enced at General Synod
2002, I conclude each time
of worship with the words,
“We depart to ‘follow Christ
in mission, in a lost and
broken world so loved by
God...’”  Yet, to be truthful,
many weeks the closest I
personally come to the
“lost” are the “lost-and-
found” in the church.  
“They’ll do what you

do...”  
Imagine that!

Reflections of Ministry

“Reading Signs”
by Shirley Heeg

__________
Rev. Shirley Heeg is Pastor of
Church of the Savior in
Rochester, MN

•Rochest er ,  MN

ground for Chet to launch into Church
Growth.
In 1973, Chet was called to serve as the

Western Field Secretary, where he became
known as “Mr. Church Growth” in the
RCA.  Studying under Peter Wagner and
others, Chet championed the cause of
planting new churches to keep the great
commission.  He started a wave of enthusi-

asm across the denomination by developing a manual and model
for planting churches in the Regional Synod of the West.  His plan
called for 50 con-
gregations in 25
years, and when
he retired 15
years into the
plan, there were
already 45 new
churches in his
area of the synod.
Chet’s Church

Growth footprints
can be seen from
Nebraska to Cali-
fornia and from
British Columbia
to Arizona.  With
boundless energy,
he was instru-
mental in starting
churches in Okla-
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(continued from page 1)

Chet and Jackie with daughters Jan, Judy, Jill, Jaci,
and 

Jo Ellen in the Fifth Reformed Church parsonage, 

Ed (2nd from left) as minister of evangelism for
the Board of North American Missions in 1964

Chet heard the call to 
seminary while in the
U.S. Army 15th Air corps,
454th Bomb Group, 1945

Senior at WTS, 1954

2003



3A PUBLICATION OF WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

homa City, Twin Falls, and Dal-
las, in addition to serving on five
Classis Church Planning and
Development Committees in the
Western U.S. and two Canadian
provinces. 
When the California Classis

suffered from a serious negative
net worth, Chet designed a 12-
year plan that serviced the debt,
purchased land for new church
starts, and established a net
worth of over two million dollars.
In addition to gifts of vision

and administration, God also
gave Chet an amazing memory
and writing abilities.  He has

often been called “The walking encyclopedia of the Western
Reformed Church” for his knowl-
edge about its history.
Chet held the development of

leaders as a high priority.  He was
one of the key pioneers of the The-
ological Education Agency (TEA),
and he worked hard to develop
leaders for our ethnic churches as
well.
The pastors in the Western

Region of the RCA hold Chet in
high esteem.  Pete Van Dyke says,
“Chet’s continual interest and con-
sistent support in my 31 years as a

pastor has influenced my own min-
istry style.”  Roger Beukelman, execu-
tive of the Classis of California says,
“Even in his retirement, Chet’s banner-
beating for Church Growth, develop-
ment and reproduction has ingrained
values and a tradition in our region on
which most of us in leadership still
depend.”
I am very grateful God created and

called Chet to be a Kingdom difference
maker.  Over and over I have seen
four outstanding qualities of leadership in Chet:  Vision, Heart,
Hope and Impact.  Chet could see beyond the “this and now” of
the moment and realize what could be done.  He has a heart for
God, the church and the struggling world.  He instilled hope
with his faith that
God is a God of
impossible possibil-
ities.  And he was
gifted to come up
with resources and
a strategy to get
the church from
here to there.
Church planter,

pastor, leader,
manager, vision
caster, mentor,
and most of all,
friend.  To God be
the glory.

Breaking ground for the educational building of
New Life Community Church, Artesia, CA, 1980 
(pictured with Robert Schuller and Ken Leestma)

50 years together, 1994

Ph.D. in Church Growth, Cali-
fornia Graduate School of The-
ology, Glendale, CA, 1976

As President of the Board, Chet 
welcomes a crowd of supporters to 
the annual picnic of the Way Out 
Ministries, an inner-city ministry.
(2002, Hawaiian Gardens, CA)

  Distinguished Alumni 

He would then stand unwaveringly
by those affected by the conse-
quences. 
Passion and compassion were

part of Ed already as a teenager liv-
ing in a Parkersburg, Iowa, board-
ing house.  He went to Central Col-
lege out of his own doggedness and
because someone saw his potential
and arranged a scholarship.  There
this self-admittedly shy and not
very pious young man met Luella
Rozeboom, the product of parson-
ages in Lansing, Illinois, and Coop-

ersville, Michigan.  There, too, he found both his faith and his
footing.  Ed and Luella were married in 1952 and had four chil-
dren:  Tim, Mary, Mark, and Betsy.  Ed graduated from Western
Seminary in 1954.
After three years in New Jersey,

Ed Mulder was called in 1957 to a
fledgling congregation in Holland,
Michigan.  Christ Memorial would
be a different kind of church for
that place and time.  It built a
gym first and worshiped there,
embracing an unusually wide
spectrum of people; it talked
about expressing faith in places
other than church on Sundays—
even on a softball field, where its
minister played a very competitive
third base.  It was a church truly
reflective of its pastor.
Ed and Luella took an interest

in another young family who
arrived at Christ Memorial in 1957,

a lifelong commitment that would
profoundly guide a young man just
six months old the first time he met
Ed Mulder. “Ed was, for a while, my
pastor,” I would write decades later
on my RCA minister’s profile form.
“He remains a mentor and friend.
He taught me more about the Chris-
tian faith than any other person I
know—not through his sermons,
good as they probably were, but
through a faith expressed in the way
he lived his life and did his work.”

And so, for all that Ed Mulder has meant to the Reformed
Church in America—and it has been extraordinarily significant—
perhaps it is enough to say with thousands of others in the RCA
that Ed Mulder blessed my life and continues to do so.  For many
of us, that is his greatest legacy.

Ed & Luella Mulder with their children and grandchildren

President, 1980 General Synod

Translating dreams into reali-
ties—a Marble Church Endow-
ment Campaign celebration

Pastor, English Neighborhood Reformed Church, 
Ridgefield Park, New Jersey (1954-57)
Pastor, Christ Memorial Reformed Church, Holland, 
Michigan (1957-63; 1979-83) 
Minister of Evangelism, Board of North American 
Mission, RCA (1964-68)
Pastor, Marble Collegiate Church, New York City 
(1968-70; 1995-present)
Pastor, Second Reformed Church, Hackensack, NJ 

(1970-79) 
President of General Synod, Reformed Church in 
America (1979-80)
General Secretary, Reformed Church in America 
(1983-94)
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25 years
1978

Front Row: Bill Boersma, Cleo Ludwick,
Stephanie Doeschott, Phil Doeschott

Back Row: Stephen Norden, David Poppen,
John Ornee, Cathy (spouse) and Don Poest

50 years
1953

Standing: James VanRoekel, I. John Hes-
selink, David Ter Beest, Donald Boss, Roger
Hendriks, Gordon Alderink, Leon Dykstra,
Eugene Vander Well, Harold Lenters

Seated: Melvin De Vries, Elton Bruins, Sylvia
Scorza, Paul Lupkes

Alumni/ae Day2003

Alumni/ae Day Memories…
The seminary filled with sounds of

laughter and lively conversations as
graduates from the last fifty years gath-
ered on May 12 to reunite with class-

mates and to catch up on the latest
developments at Western.
After fellowship and coffee in the

Commons, Alumni/ae Day activities
opened with a presentation in Mul-
der Chapel by three graduating
seniors, Kent Frens, Troy Van Beek,
and Jill Ver Steeg.
Kent reflected on what it has

meant to be part of a community of
“grace and peace” during the last
three years.  Jill shared how she
heard the call to ministry starting
at age 17 and later turned from a
planned career in journalism to a step
of faith into seminary.  Troy explained
how we are all on a journey of silence,
solitude, and service.
Kent has been called to Hope

Reformed Church in Kalamazoo, MI.
Jill will be the Minister of Spiritual For-
mation at Meredith Drive Reformed

Church in Des Moines, IA.  Troy will be 
moving to Fremont, MI, where he has 
accepted a call to the First Reformed 
Church.
After hearing from these three repre-

sentatives from the class of 2003, the 
reunion classes were treated to lun-
cheons by the seminary.  The classes of

The Annual Alumni/ae Association Dinner at Maas Center

Graduating seniors Jill Ver Steeg, Kent Frens, and
Troy Van Beek talk about their callings and how
the seminary has prepared them for ministry.



Albert F. Mansen ’39 and his wife Donna will cele-
brate 64 years of marriage this summer.  He reports
that they are both in “reasonably good health.”

Bert Van Soest ’46 has been serving as new start
pastor of Faith Church in Slate Hill, NY since 1987.

On March 14, 2003 Lubbert W. Van Dellen ’51 of
Tavares, FL married Charmian Powell, a retired dieti-
cian who was born in Holland, MI and was a member
of Hope Reformed in Holland.  Her maiden name
was Beach, a family that dates back to the pilgrims,
and her grandfather was the mayor of Holland over
100 years ago.  Lubbert is currently chaplain of the
Leesberg Nursing Home in Leesburg, FL and helps
out at the Eustis First Presbyterian Church.

Arthur O. Van Eck ’51 of Fife Lake, MI continues to
serve as a chaplain on Holland-America Cruise
ships, most recently to Hawaii.  He also continues to
give lectures on “The Making of the NRSV” and “The
Impact of the Dead Sea Scrolls on Biblical Transla-
tion.”

Ralph H. Van Rheenen ’51 is in his fourteenth year
of serving the Christian Opportunity Center of Pella,
IA as one of their two spiritual services facilitators.
The Christian Opportunity Center serves over 200
people with mental disabilities.

Since retiring on January 1, 1989, Leon Dykstra ’53
and his wife Ruth have enjoyed good health, allowing
them to attend ten Elderhostels, which has covered a
variety of subjects for study and places to visit.  Now
comfortably settled in a condo, Leon is busy conduct-
ing worship services in nursing homes and Reformed
churches in the West Michigan area.  Occasional
trips to Florida, daily walks, and visits with their two
daughters’ families fill their days.

Although I. John Hesselink ’53 formally retired as
professor of theology at WTS in 1998, he continues
to be active at the seminary in various capacities,
teaching courses occasionally and being very
involved with Master of Theology students from over-
seas.  He is presently chair or co-chair for four the-
ses.  He also preaches occasionally and constantly
teaches mini-courses in area churches.

In 1995 at age 68 Paul E. Hostetter ’54 started his
“final career” at Words of Hope in Grand Rapids, MI.
In the ensuing years he has written cross-cultural
bridging notes for more than 350 messages of David
Bast.  National producers in 40+ languages use the
notes to prepare their scripts.  Paul also is the editor
of Words of Hope Daily Reflections, published quar-
terly.  He recently completed Basic Messages of
Hope for radio producers and Gospel messengers
worldwide.  It presents the story of the Gospel in 75
messages in a simpler English with minimal refer-
ences to Western culture.  Paul finds this career to
be energizing, demanding, gratifying, and a wonder-
ful alternative to the leisure of retirement.

Don Nienhuis ‘54 and his wife Ann are retired and
living in Twin Falls, ID.  Their grandson David (Chico)
Schlonecker has become the international director of
“Push the Rock.”  He leads evangelistic Gospel
teams to eastern Europe and Russia with great suc-
cess.  Granddaughters Kelly & Kim Schlonecker are
graduating from college and preparing for overseas
missionary service.

Don Brandt ’55 and his wife Priscilla have come out
of retirement and are in full-time ministry at Church of
the Good Shepherd in Lynnwood, WA.

Darrell Franken ’55 recently published his fifteenth
book.  Let’s Think Like God is written for persons
struggling with various biblical paradoxes and polari-
ties.

Jack Boerigter ’57 has completed 9 years of
preaching at Deer Creek Campground Church and
has accepted the appointment for a tenth year begin-
ning November 1, 2003.

After serving the RCA in Williamson, NY and

Mescalero, NM, Robert Zap ’57 served a Presbyter-
ian church in Andrews, TX.  He retired in 1994 but
remains in Andrews as its mayor.  There he also pas-
tors a very small Disciples of Christ church, has a
small frame shop, teaches G.E.D. in a literacy pro-
gram, and volunteers in other programs. 

After teaching economics at The University of Texas
at Arlington for 37 years, Paul M. Hayashi ’59
retired on May 31, 2002.  The Board of Regents of
The University of Texas System recently approved
him as Professor Emeritus of Economics.

Roger A. Bruggink ’61 is serving as interim pastor
at Christ’s Church on the Hill, Great Falls, MT, after
recently concluding overseas ministry in Oman and
Yemen (the last three years there were “tumultuous”,
he reports).

While continuing as Coordinator of Campus Min-
istries for the Synod of the Great Lakes, Sherwin
Broersma ’63 is a part-time interim pastor at the
First Covenant Church of Cadillac, Cadillac, MI.

Upon his retirement from Midland Reformed Church
in Midland, MI on August 31, 2002, Larry Izenbart
’63 and his wife Joanne were presented with three
beautifully bound memory albums with inclusions
from all their previous congregations.  The congrega-
tion also surprised them with an all-expense-paid trip
to Hawaii.  The Izenbarts plan to move to Holland, MI
later this year.

Roger Kleinheksel ’63 has retired and is serving
part-time as Church Administrator for First Reformed
Church of Zeeland, MI.

After 32 1/2 years of ministry at Second Reformed
Church of Wyckoff, NJ, Bruce J. Hoffman ’64
resigned as senior pastor on December 31, 2002 to
pursue full-time interim ministry.  He is now the inter-
im minister of The Ponds Reformed Church in Oak-
land, NJ.  Bruce and Joanne live in Flemington, NJ.

After retiring in January 2002, Norman Kolenbran-
der ’64 is working part-time as a calling pastor for
Trinity Reformed Church in Pella, IA.

Although he retired in July of 2000, Carroll M. de
Forest ’65 still does pastoral calling for Jackson
County Ministries in Kentucky and serves on several
boards and committees.  He also manages a hospital
equipment loan closet for the American Cancer Soci-
ety and for others who need equipment.

After 32 years of ministry as a chaplain in hospitals
and correctional institutions, Paul Zoschke ’66 has
retired.  On October 21, 2002, Paul was honored with
the 2002 Chaplain Emeritus Award by the Wisconsin
Council of Churches Commission on Institutional
Chaplainry. Barb Zoschke has also retired from her
RN duties as Fond du Lac County Safety Chairper-
son and as educator for CNAs in their county.  They
look forward to volunteer work and time together with
each other and family.

As of June 2002 Ralph E. Robrahn ‘67 is serving as
pastor of the Second Reformed Church in Kalama-
zoo, MI.

John Verhoog ’68 and his wife Mary celebrated their
50th anniversary on April 20, 2003 with their nine
children, spouses, and 25 grandchildren.  Each win-
ter the Verhoogs volunteer and experience rich bless-
ings at Mississippi Christian Family Services, Rolling
Fork, MS.

The Iowa Psychological Association has elected Dr.
Don Damsteegt ’72 as their president for 2003.

On the same day that Don Poest ’78 was celebrat-
ing his 25th class reunion, his son Christopher
Poest ’03 graduated from Western Seminary with a
Master of Divinity degree.

Marlin P. Vis ’82 is Campus Minister at Grand Valley
State University, Allendale, MI.  He also became a
grandpa on May 18, 2002 with the birth of his grand-
daughter, Emma Leah Koopman.

Karen Jacobsma Patterson ’90 and her husband
David have adopted a son, Andrew Cyrus, who was
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1953 and 1978 stayed on campus, and the
class of 1963 went to the home of Roger
and Virginia Kleinheksel.
In the afternoon, Rev. Eugene Peterson

spoke to a packed audience in Mulder
Chapel about the Bible not being a book of
virtue but a book of revelation, a story that
involves us and draws us into God’s way of
life.  It’s not just something for us to learn.
We need to become part of that story, let-
ting the text shape our needs, our ambi-
tions, and us.  Rev. Peterson urged his
audience to be more modest, more atten-
tive, and to forget the big plans that control
our imaginations, because that is what dis-
associates us from the story.
Alumni/ae activities wrapped up with the

Annual Alumni/ae Association Dinner, held
at the Hope College Maas Center, where the
seminary presented Rev. Dr. Chester Droog
and Rev. Dr. Edward Mulder with the Dis-
tinguished Alumni/ae Awards of 2003.

(continued on next page)

AlumLine

1963
Row 1: Roger Kleinheksel, John Kleinheksel, Larry
Izenbart, John Padgett, Harold Rust
Row 2: Harvard Kruizenga, John Opmeer, Everett
Fikse, Sherwin “Chic” Broersma, Adrian VanWyk
Row 3: John Nordstrom, Robert DeYoung, Wendell
Karsen, Gary Looman

The cross in the background was given to the semi-
nary by the Class of 1963 upon their graduation.
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127th Commencementborn December 12, 2002.  Andrew is welcomed by
his big brother, Daniel Jayson (2).

Patricia Miers Young ’92 moved to Glendale, AZ on
November 25, 2002 to accept a call to serve the First
Presbyterian Church of Peoria, AZ.

In June of 1998 Albert Mascia ’94 completed his
Doctor of Ministry degree at Chicago Theological
Seminary.  He returned to the Order of Friars Minor,
the Franciscans, in September of 2001.

Sei Buor ’95 received his Ph.D. from Loyola Univer-
sity of Chicago in 2001.  Sei is the founder and head
of United Liberia Inland Church Associates & Friends,
a Liberian missionary organization ministering to
Liberian immigrants in America and Liberia.

Roy Tamaweol ’95 and Peggy (Sandra Tewn) ’93
are missionaries in Singapore, serving the Indone-
sian congregation of Orchard Road Presbyterian
Church.

Milly Maturu Erema ’01 was ordained as a priest
on January 26, 2003.  She started working as Lectur-
er of Biblical Studies at Uganda Christian University
in October, 2002.  On her way to preach in a crusade
on December 28, 2002, she was involved in a near-
fatal motor accident.  She is still recovering from her
injuries but has returned to work part-time.

Andy Rozendaal ’01 married Erin Bos on March 8,
2003 at Haven Reformed Church in Hamilton, MI.

On February 9, 2003, Jess Scholten ’01 was
installed as the Associate Minister of First Presbyter-
ian Church of High Point, NC.

Shane ’01 and Jill ’03 Ver Steeg announce the
birth of Samuel Evan on October 7, 2002.  Jill has
accepted a call to be the Minister of Spiritual Forma-
tion at Meredith Drive Reformed Church in Des
Moines, IA.  Shane will be completing graduate work
in family studies and clinical social work at the Uni-
versity of Iowa, Des Moines campus.

Betsy and Christopher DeGraaf ’02 joyfully
announce the birth of their second daughter, Olivia
Ann, born on April 5, 2003.  Chris is serving as pas-
tor of the Fonda Reformed Church in Fonda, NY.

Barbara Koch ’02 has been consecrated as a dia-
conal minister for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America and has been sent to Newaygo, MI as Mis-
sion Developer for Body of Christ Lutheran.

On to Glory…
Bartel Bylsma ‘40
b. Grand Rapids, MI 11/30/1914
d. Grand Rapids, MI 3/29/2003
Calvin College ‘37; WTS ‘40
Reformed Churches served: 
Tyre, Waterloo, NY (1941-45)
Florida, Amersterdam, NY (1945-50)
Fairview, IL (1950-66)
North Blendon, Hudsonville, MI (1966-70)
Trinity, Taylor, MI (1970-76)

Jon Mark Schoon ‘68
b. Gary, IN 2/5/41
d. Grand Rapids, MI 5/17/2003 (car accident)
Hope College ‘63; WTS ‘68
Reformed Churches served: 
Bethel, Bellflower, CA (1970-72)
Calvary, Ripon, CA (1972-77)
Atwood, Ellsworth, MI (1977-80)
Church of Living Christ, Fremont, MI (1980-90)
Also served as:
Chaplain, Wayland Academy, Beaver Dam, WI 

(1968-70)
Program Director, Camp Geneva, Holland, MI 

(1990-2003)

AlumLine, cont.

On May 12, forty-two students walked
across the stage of Dimnent Memorial
Chapel to receive diplomas at Western’s
127th commencement ser-
vice.  The seminary awarded
thirty-three Master of Divinity
and nine Master of Theology
degrees.
Rev. Eugene Peterson

addressed the graduates on
the topic of being a “Salvation-
Watcher” in their future
ministries, building upon the
biblical theme of unity in
Ephesians 4:1-16.  He
exhorted the Class of 2003 to
develop their ability to see
the Spirit working in day-to-
day activities — to see life,
movement, variety and beau-
ty where before there seemed
to be none or only “routine”.

Rev. Peterson is a long-time friend of the
seminary and author of the widely
acclaimed translation of the New Testa-
ment, The Message.  Now retired, Peterson
taught for many years as the James M.
Houston Professor of Spiritual Theology at
Regent Col-
lege in
Vancouver,
British
Columbia.  
Stacey

Midge, a
master of
divinity
graduate
from Brain-
erd, MN,
spoke on
behalf of her
class, and
Apollos Inuwa Handan of Chori, Kaduna,
Nigeria spoke on behalf of his fellow master
of theology classmates.
Special recognition was given to Dr. Sonja

M. Stewart for her thirty-one years of dedi-
cated service to Western Theological Semi-
nary.  Since 1972 Dr. Stewart has anchored
the Christian education programs at WTS
as a teacher and as director of the Master of
Religious Education program.  Dr. George
Brown read a resolution to General Synod

for action at its June meeting.
Dr. Stewart retired in December
of 2002 but will continue her
Children and Worship ministry
through the Center for the Con-
tinuing Education of the Church.
The liturgy for the commence-

ment service was written by
Aaron Anderson, Kent Frens,
Stacey Midge, Seungyong Paek,
and Christopher Poest.
After the Commencement cere-

mony, friends and family were
invited to a reception in the
Commons honoring the gradu-
ates.  
In keeping with the many

adjustments this graduating
class had to make this academic

Rev. Eugene Peterson

Dr. Voskuil presents Burt
Bolt with the Master of

Divinity degree.

Born in 1904, Barnerd Luben was WTS oldest alum
Barnerd Maurice Luben ‘29
b. Jasonville, IN 1/21/1904   
d. Ridgewood, NJ 3/5/2003

Raised on a farm in Western
Michigan, Barnerd Luben graduat-
ed from Hope College in 1926 and
from Western Theological Semi-
nary three years later.  He studied

at Princeton Theological Seminary and received
his MA from the University of Chicago.  Hope Col-
lege awarded him the Doctorate of Divinity.
In 1929 he sailed for Japan and taught ten

years at its oldest Christian college, Meiji Gakuin in
Tokyo.  While in Japan he met and married Edith
Erickson, the music director at the Canadian Acad-
emy.  Their son Robert became a judge, and their
daughter Elaine became a recitalist and piano
teacher.  Barnerd is survived by his children, three
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

He left Japan just before the Pacific War and
served 1941-52 as director of interpretation and
promotion for the RCA Board of Foreign Missions.
He was then called to be a secretary of the Board
(1952-61) with responsibilities for India, the Middle
East, and Sudan.  From 1961-70 he directed
RAVEMCO, the unit in the NCC responsible for
ecumenical Christian broadcasting around the
world.  Dr. Luben spoke and wrote extensively.  He
is the author of Episodes.
After retiring in 1970, he became an interim

pastor in the United Methodist Church and First
Presbyterian Church in Ridgewood, NJ, as well as
several Reformed churches in Ho-Ho-Kus, Fair
Lawn, Oradell, Dumont, and Closter.  He finally
served over seven years in the Baptist Church of
Fair Lawn, NJ.

Thanks to Barnerd’s daughter Elaine for this

biographical information.  Elaine fondly remembers

her father as “the very best daddy in the world.”

WTS Senior, 1929
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year because of construction at the
seminary, one commencement tra-
dition had to change slightly.  The
receiving line could not be held on
the sidewalk east of Mulder Chapel
and was moved to the sidewalk
leading to the north entrance by
the library.  The change didn’t
prove to be a problem and, in fact,
gave guests a chance to peek into
progress on the new addition as
they made their way down the
east-west hallway to the reception. 
The 50 year reunion class

recalled that when they graduated,
they also had undergone a year of
inconvenience as the old Semelink
Family Hall was torn down in

preparation for construction of the current Georgian colonial struc-
ture.  They, too, graduated before getting to enjoy the new building! 

Row 1:  

Kyong-Sook Seo, B.A., M.Div., Th.M. Seoul, South Korea
Lim Kok Thai, B.Th., M.Div., Th.M. Kluang, Johor, Malaysia
Apollos Inuwa Handan, Th.B., Th.M., Chori, Kaduna, Nigeria
Aaron K. Anderson, B.B.A., B.B.A., M.Div. Des Moines, Iowa
Jonathan Jacob Meester, B.S., M.Div. Glenmont, New York
Sharon Kay Knibbe, B.A., M.Div Holland, Michigan
Susan Ann Klimstra, B.A., M.Div Pella, Iowa
Karen Joy Kelly, B.A., M.Div Saugatuck, Michigan

Row 2:  

Kenichi Oishi, B.Th., M.Div., Th.M. Tokyo, Japan
Seungyong Paek, B.S., M.Div., Th.M. Seoul, South Korea
Kathryn A. Wing, B.A., M.Div Maple City, Michigan
John Paul Sundararajan, B.A., M.Div Bangalore, India
Joshua Marlin Vis, B.A., M.Div Holland, Michigan
Michael P. DeJonge, B.A., M.Div Grand Rapids, Michigan
Stacey Suzanne Midge, B.A., M.Div Brainerd, Minnesota

Row 3:  

Stanley Muigai, B.D., Th.M. Eldoret, Kenya
Stephen Samuel Kaziimba, D.Theo, B.D., Th.M. Mukono, Uganda
Hyun-Gwang Kim, B.A., M.Div., Th.M. Seoul, South Korea
Nicholas Edward Bowling, B.A., M.Div. Oostburg, Wisconsin
Amy Sue deGroot Bowling, B.A., M.Div. New Brighton, Minnesota

Harry Koops, B.A., M.S.W., M.Div. Grand Rapids, Michigan
Steven David Pierce, B.A., M.Div Dublin, Ohio
Brian David VanderWege, B.A., M.Div Oskaloosa, Iowa
Eric G. Nichols, B.A., M.Div Grandville, Michigan

Row 4:  

Nathan D. DeWard, B.A., M.Div Byron Center, Michigan
Andrea Lynn DeWard, B.A., M.Div Grand Rapids, Michigan
Kent Alan Frens, B.A., M.Div Grand Rapids, Michigan
Jill Kristen Ver Steeg, B.A., M.Div Des Moines, Iowa
Vishal Therakathu Varghese, B.Sc., M.A., M.Div. Bangalore, India
Christopher Mark Poest, B.A., M.Div Brunswick, Ohio
Burton Dain Bolt, B.A., M.Div. Dayton, Ohio
Troy David VanBeek, B.A., M.Div LeMars, Iowa
Gerrit Richard Hanson, B.A., M.Div Baldwin, Wisconsin

Row 5:  

Michael J. Brinks, B.A., M.Div Portage, Michigan
Jason Martin Olson, B.A., M.Div Sioux City, Iowa
Michael John Hardeman, B.A., M.Div Leighton, Iowa
Jonathan P. Brown, B.A., M.Div Holland, Michigan
Justin John Meyers, B.S., M.Div. Jenison, Michigan
Brian John VanKalsbeek, B.A., M.Div. Orange City, Iowa
Christopher Paul DeBlaay, B.A., M.Div Holland, Michigan
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Students receive congratulations from professors, friends, and family.

Dr. Nancy Miller places a hood
on M.Div. graduate Gary Han-

son.

Class of 2003
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Faculty News It’s Personal
He married us…
She stayed with my family during my surgery…
He performed my husband’s funeral…
He took me on mission trips and retreats…
She baptized our daughter…

Who are they?  They are your pastor, minister,
preacher, and friend.  They are the people who have
been called by God to serve in ministry.  They are the
reason Western Seminary exists.
Many of you have never thought about Western Semi-

nary’s impact on you personally, yet the fruit of Western
has touched you in your most difficult and joyous
moments.  By supporting the ongoing work of the semi-
nary, someone made it possible for you to know the
care of a pastor.  Will you consider making it possible
for the next generation to know that care as well?
Your gifts and prayers support the training of pastors

for the Reformed Church in America.  To make a dona-
tion today or to make an estate plan for tomorrow,
contact Laura De Vries, Vern Hoffman, Bruce Wierks,
or me at 1-800-392-8554 or write us at 101 E. 13th St.
Holland, MI  49423.
Western Seminary isn’t about programs and build-

ings.  It’s about people—you and me.  It’s personal.

Ken Neevel
Director of Advancement and Communications

responding to sacramental prac-
tice and theology in the Presbyter-
ian Church (USA) in Louisville, KY.
At the first meeting in April the
opening session included repre-
sentatives from the ELCA and the
UCC, and Chris Kaiser, Professor
of Systematic Theology, represent-
ed the Reformed Church in Ameri-
ca. David Stubbs also co-taught a
4-week study on Christian per-
spectives on war with Allen Verhey
at 3rd Reformed Church of Hol-
land in May.

Robert Van Voorst, Professor of
New Testament, recently taught a
12-session mid-week course at
South Blendon Reformed Church
(Hudsonville, MI) covering the
entire Gospel of Mark.  This fall
you can hear his interview with
Words of Hope, the RCA interna-
tional radio ministry, on the rela-
tionship of Christian scriptures and
the scriptures of other world reli-
gions.

I. John Hesselink, Professor
Emeritus of Systematic Theology,
traveled to Seoul, Korea to lecture
at the Korean Church History Con-
ference at Yonsei University May
22-23.  He preached June 1 at a
meeting of former Japan missionar-
ies in Atlanta, Georgia.  On August
10 he will give a special lecture at
the meeting of the International
Reformed Theological Institute near
Jakarta, Indonesia.
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In addition to his duties as Direc-
tor of Formation for Ministry, Matt
Floding is now the Dean of Stu-
dents as of March 4.  His primary
role is to help new students get a
sense of vocational clarity through
spiritual discernment.  In addition,
he will head a new Student Ser-
vices department, which will help
students with issues ranging from
housing and cultural adjustments
to internships and candidacy for
ministry.

During May 13-22 Tim Brown,
Professor of Preaching, met with
21 Iranian house church leaders
in Istanbul for basic training in
biblical studies and preaching.
July 19-26 he will be the guest
speaker at Pastor’s Conference
for Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow-
ship at the Cedar Campus facility
in the Upper Peninsula of Michi-
gan.

Steven Chase, Resident Associ-
ate Professor of Christian Spiritu-
ality, and Leanne Van Dyk, Pro-
fessor of Reformed Theology, are
teaching courses at Mars Hill
Graduate School in Bothell, WA
the last week of June.  Dr. Chase
is offering “Spirituality and the
Arts” and Dr. Van Dyk is teaching
“Feminist Critique.”

David Stubbs, Assistant Profes-
sor of Ethics and Theology, is part
of a team examining and

Almost done!

Western Seminary’s staff has grown this year with the addition of Brenda
Hughes as Serials and Acquisition Technician in the library and Mary Huisman

as Student Services and Administrative
Support for the distance learning M. Div.
program.  Brenda formerly worked at the
Health Sciences Library of Spectrum
Health-Butterworth in Grand Rapids, MI,
and Mary comes to us with a broad
background including the organization of
new ventures, administrative support
and congregational ministry.   

Welcome!

Brenda Hughes Mary Huisman

Saves Time

Giving just got easier...

Western Seminary
now offers electronic
funds transfer, a
monthly electronic
banking service
designed to make
your support of the
seminary more 
convenient and 
cost effective.

We also can take
donations via credit
card, and soon you
will be able to donate
online at our website,
www.westernsem.edu 

Call the Advance-
ment Office at 800-
392-8554 for details.

Makes Sense


