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A seminary president wears many 
hats: administrator, teacher, pastor, 
fundraiser, preacher, cheerleader, etc. 

One of the hats that I particularly 
enjoy wearing is that of ambassador for 
Western Theological Seminary. Over 
the years I have had the special privi-
lege of meeting with congregations of 
faithful Christians from every section of 
North America: from Ontario to Florida, 
from Idaho to Texas, from New York to 
California. 

Normally during these visits I have 
an opportunity to preach the Gospel 
and give an update on the ministry of 
Western. But more important, perhaps, 
these visits are occasions for me to lis-
ten and /earn about the life and needs 
of Reformed churches. During a meet-
ing with the consistory ~of a church in 
upstate New York five years ago, I 
heard a plea for a continuing education 
program which would truly enhance the 
ministry of congregations in addition to 
that of pastoral leaders. The concern 
of that consistory provided a stimulus 
for our newly established Center for the 
Continuing Education of the Church. 

Likewise, at about the same time, a 
lunch with the leader of a newly estab-
lished congregatio~ in central California 
helped to convince me that Western 
should develop an in-ministry pastoral 
training program for those unable to 
leave their ministry settings and relo-
cate in West Michigan to work toward a 
Master of Divinity degree. Our distance 
learning M.Div. program will be 
launched in the fall of 2003. 

And I have learned a great deal by 
listening to the children of the church. 
Recently, while delivering a children's 
sermon during a Sunday morning ser-
vice in Indiana, I asked a group of 
bright-eyed girls and boys if they would 
someday like to go to the seminary. 
"Oh, no," a little girl blurted out. When I 
asked why, she explained that the sem-
inary was a place for dead people. 
When I informed the children that a 
seminary was a school where church 
leaders were trained, several enthusi-
astically raised their arms. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to 
be an ambassador for the seminary-
to listen and to learn and to tell about 
our needs and our ministry. Thank you 
for your warm welcome, your support 
and your prayers. 

Grace and peace, in Christ, 

~ 

In tercul tural 
Immersion: 

Hungary 
On January 5, ten students and I flew to 

Budapest, Hungary, where we were met by 
RCA missionary Rev. David Zomer. David 
skillfully organized the itinerary and led the 
group through Budapest, over the Carpathian 
Mountains into Transylvania for four days, 
and back into Hungary to Debrecen and 
Sarospatak, where the oldest Reformed semi-
naries are located. 

The Theological Academy in Sarospatak 
was founded in 1531. It was shut down by 
Communists but reopened in the early 1990s 
with help from Western Seminary Professor 
Eugene Osterhaven and the "Friends of 
Sarospatak." Dean Gyori Istvan invited sev-
eral students to talk with us, and we learned 
what it is like to study theology in Hungary. 

The purpose of the trip was to experience 
being a Reformed church in a context of his-
torical and - in parts of Transylvania, current 
- persecution. Going into Transylvania (the 
northwest part of Romania) was intense. In 
an area that used to be the center of their 
kingdom, Hungarians are now a distinct 
minority. Everywhere we went we were told 
about many wars, killings and occupations. 
That was hard for most of us to comprehend, 
but we learned to appreciate the connection 
between history and the present lives of peo-
ple, especially in Transylvania. We expert-
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enced a stronger sense of community, where 
people really had to depend on each other and 
the church in order to survive. The warmth of 
Hungarian hospitality was inspirational. Even 
if Hungarians do not have much to offer; some-
how they find it and generously give. 

The one church service we attended was very 
formal: the preacher (a Reformed bishop) did 
all of the talking. Men and women were seated 
separately. The congregation sang the psalms 
and hymns from memory and very slowly. And 
it was freezing cold! We were asked to sing an 
English hymn and did our best with "Amazing 
Grace." 

The Hungarians are Europeans, and the 
churches we visited were mostly Reformed (plus 
one Orthodox monastery), yet this was truly a 
cross-cultural experience for all of us. 

- Christopher B. Kaiser 
Professor of Systematic Theology 

Reflections by Jason Olson M.Div. middler 

Driving to the Sioux Falls, SD airport, I felt 
reluctant to leave the safety of my northwest 
Iowa Christmas reprieve. Twelve hours later in 
Detroit (with twelve more hours to go!) I made 

my last guaranteed call to my wife, Kris, and 
our three children. With difficulty I said good-
bye to Joshua, the oldest, and asked him what 
he would like me to bring back for him. "Just 

yourself, Dad," he replied. 
With tears in my eyes I said 
goodbye to my family and 
hello to ten others from West-
ern Seminary with whom I 
would spend the next twelve 
days. 

WTS students Julie Hoving and Jason Olson w ith Romanian 
seminary students Arpi and Alex. 

The word "close" would find 
new meaning for us. Once we 
arrived in Budapest we stayed 
at the Jozsefvaros Hungarian 
Reformed Church under the 
care of pastor Balint, a young 
pastor with a heart of gold. 

(continued on page 3) I A PUBLICATION OF WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 



What inspired you in the direction of the 
mission field? 

At Hope College I was majoring in Interna-
tional Business ... until I failed economics! 
Right after that Char Ten Clay of the RCA 
Volunteer Services asked me to work in the 
camps in Jackson County Ministries, Ken-
tucky. My other option was to bale hay that 
summer ... not a hard choice! God really 
opened up my eyes, ears, and - most impor-
tantly - heart to mission and ministry that 
summer. 

After graduating from Hope in 1991, I 
arranged for seminary credit for an intern-
ship in Hong Kong and China. I worked in a 
program called Summer With A Purpose 
(SWAP) set up by Wendell Karsen. I got to 
know the Karsens quite well, and we set up 
one of the youth camps for the Hong Kong 
Christian Council in mainland China (Zhong 
Shan). 

When I came back, WTS allowed me to tai-
lor my education to overseas missions. I 
completed student teaching in German at 
Holland High School for the Michigan Educa-
tional Certificate while doing seminary full 
time. 

Why Hungary? 
RCA Mission Policy is to place people 

where their God-given skills match an 
invitation from a national church. 
Since my wife, Joy, is the niece of 
Sam and Helen Hofman and Chuck 
and Jean Van Engen, we thought we 
would be routed to Chiapas. In fact, I 

. went down to Chiapas my middler 
year at WTS and promptly had my 
appendix burst the second day there. 
Those were some interesting times! 

In 1995, Mission Services Unit of 
the RCA placed u s in Eastern/ Central 
Europe, following General Synod's 
direction for mO£e involvement in 
post-communist Europe. Because Joy 
and I were teachers by trade and 
could communicate in German and 
Dutch, the Reformed Church of Hun-
gary requested us to help set up a 
Reformed University. 

How have your seven years there changed 
you? 

.. 

We came with six-
month-old Nick and 
had our second baby, 
Katie, in Budapest. 
We struggled a lot 
those frrst few years. 
Conditions were not 
easy, and folks were 
pretty closed with 
great walls around 
themselves - built for 
protection during 40 
years of communism . 
We learned how people 
survived, how they 
maintained their faith 
and churches, and 
how God can break 
down walls. We also 

Dave Zomer '95 
Greater Hungary 

learned to do without the conveniences and 
luxuries of North America - so much so, that 
we feel at home in Hungary and rather out of 
place in North America. 

Recently you hosted a group of WTS stu-
dents. What did you most want them to 
carry back with them? 

First off we wanted them to realize that the 
Reformed Church in Greater Hungary (Hun-
gary, Romania, Ukraine, Slovakia, Serbia, 
Croatia) is much larger and just as old and 
historically rich as the western Reformed 
churches. That was a very big learning curve 
for me. I never learned about the Hungarian 
branch of our Reformed brothers and sisters 
in my education (I must have been sick that 
day in Church History class!). 

Dr. Kaiser's teaching sabbatical here and 
Dr. Osterhaven's work of supporting the 
Sarospatak Reformed Seminary over the 
years has led to rich relationships for the 
RCA and Wester n Seminary in Greater Hun-
gary. We wanted our WTS students (and 
future colleagues!) to see what life is like for 
a pastor here and how much can be done 
with very little. We wanted them to experi-
ence a different and yet similar way of min-
istry and expressing God's love and compas-
sion on earth. 

Joy and Dave Z.Omer 

Was there anything in particular you 
noticed about the students? 

Watching them sit through a lengthy 
church service on very hard pews in freezing 
temperatures with the Bishop of Transylvania 
preaching and then seeing the look on their 
faces as they were called upon to sing a 
hymn was humorous indeed! It was interest-
ing to see the students become "drowned" in 
history here . Th e history plays such a s trong 
role in Hungary that it almost drowns out the 
future . In Eastern Europe classical educa-
tion and Reformed history goes to the depth 
of a pastor's being and almost supercedes 
modern learning. 

What does the American church need to 
understand about the mission field? 

In mission we have more to receive than to 
give! In Eastern/Central Europe the chur ch-
es have very good elements that we have 

oftentimes forgotten in North America: 
respect and dignity from society for being 
Reformed, strong liturgy with an appreciative 
knowledge of theology, and deep-rooted ties 
to the world-wide Reformed Church through 
Calvin's teachings. However, the North 
Americans provide vitality, energy in Spirit, 
and creative programs for a living church, 
which is something we can help share in 
Eastern/Central Europe. Mission is truly 
reciprocal! 

Vacation Bible Schooljor gypsy children at 
Mother Theresa's Soup Kitchen and Shelter 

Plans/hopes/dreams for the future? 
We are long-term missionaries. We love 

the RCA and are very privileged to be sup-
ported by so many congregations - from 
Washington to New York, Minnesota to Flori-
da. We are truly made to feel like "family 
members" in our supporting churches. 

We are working hard to have Hungarian 
seminary students go to North America as 
"reciprocal flow missionaries." Three RCA 
churches (Forest Ridge Community in Monu-
ment Colorado, Meredith Drive in Des 
Moines, and Our Lord's in Oklahoma City) 
have agreed to take on three seminary stu -
dents from Hungary this summer. For the 
past three years we have placed interns via 
Coalition for Appalachian Ministries (RCA is 
a part of this) in Appalachian Presbyterian 
churches. It's exciting to be able to have our 
Hungarians serve our Reformed Church in 
Ainerica churches now as missionaries! ~ 

LifeNotes 

b. Kalamazoo, Ml, 1967 (home church : 
Bethany Reformed) 

B.A. Hope College, 1991; M.Div. WTS 1995. 
Married Joy Brumels in 1994; household 

includes Nicholaas (7), Katarina (5), and two 
wired-hair dachschunds 

1994-95 - P!T German instructor at Hope 
College while at WTS 

1995-present - RCA Missionary, Hungary 
Teaches at Karoli Gaspar Reformed 
University 

Joy was born and raised in Rehoboth Reformed 
of Lucas, Ml. She graduated from Hope in 1991 
and taught high school English in White Cloud 
and Holland, Ml. Joy currently teaches 2nd 
grade at the International School of Budapest. 
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(Jason Olson, continued.from page 1) 

We were quickly introduced to the 
most hospitable people in the 
world. Not long after we were 
growing fond of our upstairs 
apartment, we squeezed into a 
Renault van with a cold floor for 
an eleven-hour journey to Transyl-
vania. 

The relationships we built along 
the journey were the highlight of 
the trtp: RCA missionary David 
Zomer, our driver Peter, seminary 
graduate-turned-teacher Akosh, 
Budapest student Sabolch, and 
Alex and Arpi, two seminary stu-
dents we picked up in Kolozsvar, 
Romania. The hospitality offered 
around Hungarian tables extended 
from the very souls of the people 
into their relationships with us. 
With smiles on their faces they 

(L to R) Jin Hwang. Mike Christmas, Miguel Cruz, Michele Monroe-
Clark, Professor Chris Kaiser; Jason Olson, Elizabeth Potter. Bishop 
Szabo Istvan, Eddy Alleman, Aaron Vriesman, Dave Zomer, Wayne 
DeVrou, and Julie Hoving at the Budahegyvidek Reformed Church. 

plastic bag as a gift, 
we could see that 
Danny was the most 
amazing Christian 
we would meet on 
our entire trtp . As a 
pastor during the 
German and Russian 
occupations he was 
barred from church 
service and suffered 
at the hands of the 
KGB. Listening to 
Danny tell story after 
story, we were so 
blessed to see the joy 
of the Lord alive and 
well after all that he 
had been through. 

We returned to 
Budapest encouraged 
and educated for a 
full day on the town. 

shared about life in Romania as Hungarians. We visited shops and historical sites and capped off the day 
with Opera and unbelievable Greek food. With Dr. Kaiser 
as our Chevy Chase there was never a dull moment. The 
Danube River with its gorgeous architecture is a phenome-
nal backdrop for any European vacation, but better than 
any vacation , we received the blessing of new relationships 
built in twelve days that will last a lifetime. 

Being Christian and Hungarian are two sides of the same 
coin, yet they taught us to understand them from their his-
tory as an oppressed people. After numerous trtps to the 
cities, towns, and villages and listening to many hours of 
stories, we felt reunited with brothers and sisters with 
whom we share an even deeper history. 

After 31 hours in our great van we returned to 
Budapest. We stopped in Miskolc for dinner with Danny 
Batchi. Most of us were beyond exhaustion, and little did 
we know that before dinner we would go back to 1056 AD. 
and make our way to the present with many dates, events 
and places. After getting the giggles and watching Dr. 
Kaiser pull one more copy of Doctrine of God out of his 

Finally, we made it through long lines at the airport 
and were on our flight back to the States. I flew from 
Amsterdam to Minneapolis and back to Sioux Falls. 

I wrote this poem in a little village in 
Transylvania where a pastor and his 
small congregation have started a board-
ing school for children who otherwise 
would not get to go to school. They board 
these children Sunday through Friday 
and teach them Hungarian, history, 
math, science, reading, and religion. This 
is the place where my passion, God's 
love, and the people I was meeting came 
together. In T:rtlnsylvania the Reformed 
faith is in the minority and does not have 
support from the Romanian government 
like the Orthodox Church does. However, 
they are a people of great faith, and Pas-
tor Dezso told us repeatedly "God pro-
vides miracles" ... 

Kiss the babies 
Go to sleep 
Dream of dreams 
Of wealth and riches 
Not possessions 
Just of Souls 

Kiss from Heaven 
Go to sleep 
Dream of Dreams 
Full of love 
Children Laughing 
Safe and sound 

Kiss of God 
On your cheek 
Dries away 
The tears of life 
Hope for the future 
Dream great dreams 

With a renewed heart of thankfulness, I rode the last 
hour of my journey in the 
back seat next to my son 
Joshua. ~ 

This poem was written on the night 
before we left Hungary to return to 
Western Theological Seminary. It is a 
summary vision, and I wrote it as a 
thank you gift to our missionary host 
David Zomer. 

THE FACE OF GOD 

I have seen the face of God 
He lives within th is history 
Sustaining people through hard times 
Giving life where none exists 
HOUSE OF TERROR 

I have seen the face of God 
Who lives within three students 
Their eyes sparkle with great joy 
Sharing stories of their lives 
SZABOLCS,ARPAD,ALEX 

I have seen the face of God 
She lives within these lives 
Passion flowing from with in 
Hoping to one day be free 
ISTVAN 

I have seen the face of God 
He lives with in th is village 
One Pastor - one vision - one people 
Raising chi ldren to know their God 
REV. DEZSO VAJDA 

I have seen the face of God 
She lives within the hearts and homes 
Of peasants, professors, and pobles 
Offering suste~anee through hospitality 
ERZSEBET AND ISTVAN 

.. 

I have seen the face of God 
In churches, museums and snow 
People live and grow in hope 
Teaching history and faith 
SAROSPATAK 

I have seen the face of God 
He lives within the soul 
To tell a story 
Forming God 's Kingdom 
SZABO DANIEL 

I have seen the face of God 
She lives within the sun 
Shining brightly on this city 
People come and go with life 
BUDAPEST 

I have seen the face of God 
In smiles, laughter, and tears 
Three pastors with vision 
Unyielding hope, faith and love 
DAVE, AKOS, BALINT 

I have seen the face of God 
Today, yesterday, and always 
A group - a mission - a journey 
Training future leaders 
SEMINARY STUDENTS 
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Faculty ~ourney Highlight 

\Vi.th Sonja SteW"art 
During three decades as a professor of 

Christian Education, Dr. Sorya Stewart 
helped students look at God's activity in the 
world and ask themselves what their bap-
tism calls them to do in the specifi.c situa-
tions of their lives. She helped them to 
engage issues of justice and peace through-
out the world and within their own hearts. 
She compelled them to learn the meaning of 
the church before they went out to teach 
others. Sorya knew that we all have a ten-
dency to view the gospel and the church of 
Christ through our own realities , and that 
often God will broaden our vision in the 
most unexpected ways. So, she wasn't 
entirely caught off guard on that cold 
December day over a year ago .. . 

"You have a massive growth in your 
colon. The biopsy will show if it is cancer-
ous or not. In any case, you must have 
surgery." 

I had no time to adjust to what I was 

hearing, to reflect, or even consider if I 
wanted surgery. After the biopsy came 
back cancerous, I simply followed orders. 
I faced death knowing I was prepared. It 
even seemed an easy escape from enor-
mous stress. On January 4, 2002, the 
cancer was removed from my colon, but it 
had spread to my liver. 

The next month I basked in peace com-
ing from God through friends - words of 
love and encouragement, flowers, visits, 
and a continuous outpouring of cards. 
You were praying. I could feel the healing 
energy of God, and I was hopeful that the 
liver surgery would free me from cancer. 
Yet, as the surgery approached, I was 
afraid of abandonment. Would people pray 
for me over the long haul? I knew I needed 
your friendship and love to get well. 

On February 22, segment 7 of my liver 
was removed. Then began the long jour-
ney with chemotherapy and complemen-
tary health care. At the Wege Center for 

Mind, Body, and Spirit at St. Mary's 
Hospital I continued my focus on 
spirituality that had started a year 
prior to my initial surgery - God 
had been preparing me. In October 
of 2002 I had another CAT scan. 
The cancer in the liver had 
returned. The doctor didn't think 
there would be any medical cures. 
"We have seen miracles," he 
answered, "but without that, it 
could be as short as six months." 

I went home and began a journal. 
The meditation was Psalm 118:24, 
'This is the day that the Lord has 
made; let us rejoice and be glad in 
it." I wrote, "How can I rejoice and 
be glad in this day, with such news? 
Let me feel your love in the midst of 
learning I have cancer again. Show 
me how to rejoice and be glad in 

Dr. Sorya Stewart retired at the 
end of 2002 after 32 years of 
teaching at Western Seminary. 

this day and in my dying." 
That night I went to the symphony. 

The music was rough and fast. It felt like 
a raging sea washing away my cancer. As 
I listened to the surging and the calming, I 
began to feel joyful. A sense of love 
spread to the people in the orchestra and 
audience. I felt what it is to rejoice. Later 
I looked on the program to see what the 
symphony was playing: Death and Trans-
.figuration by Strauss. 

The next day in meditation I heard God 
speak: "Sonie, my friend, feel my love for 
you. Even when you don't recognize it, I 
am with you. I have kept you safe and 
hold you in your despair. I am your com-
fort. I will help you live in joy, cancer or 
not." I felt the compassion of Christ and 
was surrounded by a brilliant, healing 
light of comfort. Jesus spoke, "I know 
you are anxious and surprised about the 
shortness of your life. You will be able to 
finish what you want to do, and you will 
be whole and live with joy." 

I knew I was being healed, but I was 
not sure I was being cured. Friends 
would say, "You look radiant." I like to 
think they saw a reflection of God's gifts of 
the Spirit bringing wholeness and health 
in the midst of sickness. 

The day before I went for a PET scan, 
the Commission on Theologically Trained 
Women and my class in Spiritual Forma-
tion laid hands on me and prayed. I 
received the wonder and blessing of a mir-
acle. On October 11, 2002 the PET scan 
showed no cancer. 

Having faced sickness and death, I 
know I was healed by the love of God and 
the love of the worldwide community. I 
believe the prayers said for me around the 
world, including those of young children 
from the Worship Centers, brought heal-
ing to me. Thanks be to God. ~ 

George Brown, Professor of Chris-
tian Education, led a workshop on 
learning styles for a dozen church 
school teachers and leaders at Graf-
schaap Christian Reformed Church in 
Holland, Ml in February. 

As part of its "Traditions of Christian 
Spirituality Series," Orbis Press has 
published Contemplation and Compas-
sion: The Victorine Spiritual Tradition by 
Steven Chase, Resident Associate 
Professor of Christian Spirituality. 

On March 28 Dr. Chase will speak 
on "Neo-Platonic Influences on Christ-
ian Contemplation and Mysticism 
through Commentaries on Dionysius 
the Areopagite's Celestial Hierarchy." 
The Philosophy Department of Hope 
College will hold the lecture in Lubbers 
Hall #106 at 4:00. 

Matt Floding, Director of Forma-
tion for Ministry, led "Cultivating Spiri-
tual Wholeness for Leaders" at the 
February 22 Synod of the Great 
Lakes gathering called, "Equipping 
our Congregations Leaders" at Cen-
tral Reformed Church in Grand 
Rapids. The second week of March 
he traveled to the Sudan, Africa to 
teach at the Pastors and Christian 
Workers Training Conference at the 
Khartoum Evangelical (Presbyterian) 
Church. Dr. Floding recently wrote 
an article on the 19th Century Ameri-
can Lutheran, Samuel Simon 
Schmucker, for the German reference 
work, Religion in Geschicte und 
Gegenwart. 

Sonja Stewart, Professor of 
Christian Education (retired), served as 
consultant to the Children and Wor-
ship team at the St. Thomas 
Reformed Church in St. Thomas, Vir-
gin Islands in January. She is leading 
a Children and Worship and Following 
Jesus workshop at First Presbyterian 
Church in Roanoke, VA, March 21-
23. She wi ll also lead the 16th Annual 
Children and Worship International 
Workshop, June 17-20, and a Follow-
ing Jesus workshop, June 25-27, at 
Western Theological Seminary. 

This semester Jaco Hamman, 
Assistant Professor of Pastoral Care 
and Counseling, led consistory 
retreats called , "Remembering the 
Future: Listening to the Body of 
Christ" at Faith Reformed in Traverse 
City, Ml and at Martin Reformed in 
Martin, Ml. While listening to the sto-
ries of the congregation, Dr. Hamman 
educates the consistory to systems 
thinking. 

Dr. Hamman taught "Understand-
ing Clergy Sexual Misconduct" at 
Christ Memorial Reformed Church on 
February 2 and is teaching "Living 
with Loss," a four-week series at Mar-
tin Reformed Church in Martin, Ml this 
month. 

David Stubbs, Assistant Professor 
of Ethics and Theology, led two ses-
sions on "Christian Responses to 
War" on February 16 & 23 at Central 
Reformed Church in Grand Rapids. 
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Hard Work 
and Good Works 
6~ '!ZichMd /<rJtn~ 

Life is full of ironies. 
I was reared in rural 
Northwest Iowa, 
immersed in the Mid-
western work ethic. 
Work was everything 
and everything was 

work. Doing a job well was the quickest 
way to earn praise. But, at Free Grace 
Reformed Church where I grew up, work 
and good works were never counted as 
important for salvation. They were dis-
counted. 

In the staunch Dutch Reformed, 
Protestant, anti-Roman Catholic milieu of 
the 1950s, the question, "Do you believe 
in good works?" had a standard answer: 
"We don't believe in good works." 
"Catholics believe in good works." "We 
are saved by grace." 

In Western Seminary, I heard count-
less lectures on grace and its central role 
in the life of the believer. If 
the professors presented a 
theology of good works, I 
missed it. I remember 
our discussion on Calvin-
ism's slogan, "saved by 
grace" and how we out-
did the Lutherans with 
their slogan, "justification 
by faith." We stood on 
grace! The Lutherans 
leaned on faith. When-
ever the case was made for 
good works, someone would 
inevitably end the argument with a 
deathbed conversion story. The thief on 
the cross rode to glory on the words, 
"Remember me!" He never lifted a fin-
ger! When I rece~ved my seminary diplo-
ma, my conviction about "free grace," as 
my home church was redundantly 
named, couldn 't have been stronger. As 
for my understanding of good works, I 
left totally depraved! 

In my first twenty years of ministry, 
Ephesians 2:8-9 was key: "For it is by 
grace you have been saved through faith 
and this not from yourselves, it is a gift of 
God - not by works, so that no one can 
boast. " It was all grace. I loved it. 

Then things began to happen that 
changed my mind. I began serving a 
church where the culture was heavily 
influenced by the Mormon doctrine of 
good works. A conversation between 
two high school aged members of our 
confession of faith class challenged my 
thinking about good works. The ques-
tion: "Do you have to do good works to 
get to heaven?" The answer: "No!" 
"Our church doesn't believe in good 
works." "The Mormons believe in good 
works." 

Richard Koerselman '69 is Pastor of New 
Hope Community Church in Gilbert, AZ. 

• 

About the same time, Houston Smith 
in his book Illustrated Religions made an 
important clarification: "As for good 
works, Protestants reposition them. 
They are faith's consequence, more than 
its prelude. Where faith is genuine, peo-
ple want to help others." The word 
"reposition" caught me. Rather than 
diminish good works, the Reformers 
simply repositioned them in the scheme 
of salvation. 

One day as I was studying Ephesians 
2, I couldn't get by verse I 0: "For we 
are God's workmanship created in Jesus 
Christ to do good works which God pre-
pared in advance for us to do." Right in 
the middle of one of the finest presenta-
tions on grace, Paul drops in the neces-
sity of good works. No longer could I 
discount the indispensable role of good 
works for my salvation. I began to give 

the subject more attention 
in my theology and min-
istry, which has caused a 
number of reactions in the 
life of our church. 

The struggle to get peo-
ple involved in church 
work has burned out 
many clergy and lay lead-

Gilbert, AZ ers. Our high-grace, low-
good works quotient only 
adds to the problem. 
What Reformed church 
member hasn't said, "We 

are saved by grace. What I 
do doesn't affect my salva-

tion." A Biblical understanding of good 
works enables us to see that our good 
deeds are significant not only in the life 
of the church but also are an essential 
part of our salvation. That strengthens 
motivation to do good deeds. 

We now have a stronger response to 
the Mormon missionaries' rather intimi-
dating question, "You don't have to do 
anything for your salvation?" Instead of 
giving the typical Protestant answer, 
"Nothing," we now respond, "Yes, we 
believe good works are necessary - not 
to get us to heaven but as 'Thank yous' 
to God for giving us the free gift of heav-
en." 

In our church's strategic plan we link 
faith and works. Some people protest, 
"You're invading my privacy; my salva-
tion is between God and me." Measur-
ing our good works helps us measure 
our faith; it may tell us if we have any 
faith at all. At the very least, our good 
works are like a fuel gauge in our car 
indicating how much gas we have in the 
tank. 

Our Reformed tradition does good 
work teaching us the value of hard work 
in our daily life. It may be time for us to 
reconsider the key role good works 
plays in our life of faith. 

WTS President, 1964-71 

Dr. Herman J. Ridder: 
A Tribute 

by Rev. Dr. Dennis N. Voskuil 

Dr. Herman J. Ridder; known to many friends 
as "Bud", died of complications following heart 
surgery at Spectrum Health Center in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan on August 8, 2002. 

Bud Ridder was a remarkable church leader, one of 
the most respected and highly acclaimed pastors to have 
served the Reformed Church in America. A native of 
Lansing, Illinois, Bud served three years in the U.S. 
Navy before enrolling at Hope College. After graduating 
from Hope in 1949, he moved across 12th Street to 
Western Theological Seminary, where as a Master of 
Divinity student he was awarded the coveted Pietenpol 
prize for "all around excellence" and promise for success 
in ministry. Although he later attended Union Theologi-
cal Seminary and Chicago Divinity School, where he 
received his Master of Theology degree magna cum 
laude, Western Seminary always remained close to his 
heart and vision. 

Ordained as a Minister of Word and Sacrament in 
1952, Bud served as pastor of Reformed congregations 
in Homewood, Illinois and Pella, Iowa before being 
appointed as president of Western Theological Semi-
nary in 1964. Bud became a very effective seminary 
president, moving the institution through major per-
sonnel and curricular changes. He played a pivotal 
role in establishing a bi-level multi-site program in 
which New Brunswick and Western Seminary cooper-
ated in a visionary pastoral training program. For two 
years he served as president of both Western and New 
Brunswick. 

Bud accepted a call to be the senior pastor of Central 
Reformed Church in Grand Rapids in 1971. Although 
Bud and his wife Lenora moved to California in 1983 to 
work with Dr. Robert Schuller at the Crystal Cathedral, 
and even after retirement pastored the Lost Tree Chapel 
in North Palm Beach, Florida, as well as served as men-
tor and consultant to other congregations, Central 
Church was the congregation that defined their min-
istry. At the remarkable memorial service last August 
where friends and family filled the pews, several mem-
bers of Central Church testified to the impact Bud con-
tinued to have on their lives and that of the congrega-
tion. 

Bud was an unusually effective staff leader. He was 
intelligent, confident and visionary. Above all, he 
affirmed and encouraged those around him. Being with 
Bud Ridder, you sensed he was willing to give you his 
full attention and energy. During my first years as sem-
inary president, Bud was a consistent source of uncon-
ditional affirmation and support. I am deeply indebted 
to him. 

Aware that effective leadership is essential for the 
flourishing of the church, Bud and Lenora have estab-
lished and funded a lead-
ership conference through 
Western Theological Semi-
nary. The Herman and 
Lenora Ridder Leadership 
Conference is a fitting and 
tangible legacy of Bud's 
enormous contributions 
to the leadership of 
Christ's church. 

What the master said 
of his servant in the para-
ble of the talents from 

Lenora and Bud Ridder 

Matthew 25 is appropriately said of Bud Ridder: 'Well 
done, good and faithful servant" (Matthew 25:23). ~ 
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An International Community of Scholars 
The Master of Theology Program 

Director Wendell Karsen, Lim Kok-Thai, Malaysia; Kim Hyun-Gwang, Korea; Park Hyung-Ki, Korea: 

My church enabled me to go to seminary 
in Singapore. Following my graduation 
in 1982, I was sent to an unchurched 
area in Malaysia to do pioneering work 
for nine years and to plant a new 
church. After further study in Taiwan, I 
was called to pastor a large English 
speaking Presbyterian Chu rch in the city 
of Ipoh, where I served until I felt the 
need for further study to equip me to 
teach in our lay training institute . I am 
delighted to be here at Western Semi-
nary. 

Stephen Kaziimba, Uganda; Apollos Handan, Nigeria; Esther Seo, South Korea; Kenichi Oishi, 
Japan: Stanley Muigai, Kenya: Samuel Paek, South Korea. 

This year the seminary has a record 
number of 16 international students 
from nine countries on campus, nine of 
them enrolled in the Master of Theology 
(Th.M.) program. Gifted pastors, church 
leaders, teachers, and scholars from 
Kenya, Uganda, Nigeria, Korea, Japan 
and Malaysia have formed an interna-
tional community of scholars seeking to 
enhance their gifts for ministry through 
an intensive year of post-graduate study 
at WTS - an opportunity most would not 

Wendell Karsen 
Director of the 

Master of Theology 
Program 

Rev. Wendell Karsen brings 
many years of experience to his 
role as Th.M. Director. After 
earning degrees from Wheaton, 
Fuller, and WTS, Rev. Karsen 
pastored two RCA congregations 
for seven years. He then served 
25 years as an RCA missionary 
to Taiwan, Hong Kong and 
Indonesia. In Taiwan he served 
as the coordinator of student 
work for the Presbyterian 

Church of Taiwan and developed the Taiwan English 
Program. In Hong Kong, he taught at Ying Wa College, 
served as the secretary for education and communi-
cation for the Hong Kong Christian Council, developed 
the Summer With A Purpose program, and was the 
coordinator for religious broadcasting. He later served 
as the pastor of Union Church Hong Kong. In Indone-
sia he founded the Bukit Doa International Church on 
the island of Bali. 

Wendell served as the Coordinator for Mission 
Communication for The Reformed Church in America 
for five years. He has authored six books, including 
Christianity Unde~ the Microscope and Living Lite Fully: 
Personal & Social Issues From a Christian Perspective. 

have in their home countries. They join 
a host of others including Bible transla-
tors, prison chaplains, missionaries and 
evangelists who have gone through this 
program since its inception over 40 years 
ago. 

Most Th.M. students come to Western 
from Presbyterian and Reformed church-
es abroad. However, a quick perusal of 
the list of past participants shows that 
the program is an ecumenical venture. 
This community of scholars is truly that 
- a community of Christians who come 
not only from different cultural contexts , 
but also from different ecclesiastical 
backgrounds and theological traditions -
Lutherans, Baptists, Anglicans, Pente-
costals, Methodists, and others. Women 
as well as men are part of the mix. This 
diversity provides a rich matrix in which 
students pursue cross-cultural studies 
and engage in theological dialogue within 
a Reformed framework. 

Th.M. international students come to 
Western not only to receive, but also to 
give. They prove to be a tremendous 
asset to the seminary community. These 
"gifts from abroad" challenge worldviews, 
sharpen theological premises, and broad-
en perspectives of WTS students, staff, 
and faculty alike. Th.M. students give 
direct input through chapel services, at 
"Window On the World" presentations, 
during class, and by sharing in local 
congregations. 

During the past year, a major effort 
has been underway to strengthen the 
Th.M. program. The Th.M. Committee 
painstakingly revised the curriculum, 
policies and procedures of the program. 
In addition to many program improve-
ments, the committee instituted a Writ-
ing Studio to aid students who use Eng-
lish as a second language, developed a 
three-tier support network for candidates 
from abroad, and inaugurated "Prayer, 
Care and Share" and "Window on the 
World" gatherings for the benefit of inter-
national students and the wider semi-
nary community. 

The Director and the Th.M. Committee 
are actively seeking to broaden and deep-
en the Th.M. program by recruiting can-
didates from each major region of the 
world to participate in the program each 
year. 

After a recent review of how and where 
our Th.M. graduates are ministering, we 
are gratified to see the signifi-
cant role God has given Western 
Seminary to enhance the min-
istry of so many people strategi-
cally placed to make a real 
impact for Christ in countries 
all around the world. 

I was born 40 years ago 
_, in a family with a polyga-

mous background. My 
mother and father separat-
ed when I was one year 
old. Life with my mother 
was full of gambling, booz-

~~~--·~ ing, careless talk, etc, and 
Stephen 

Kaziimba 
Uganda 

when I was 12, I almost 
lost my life in a car acci-
dent. My mother wanted 

nothing to do with the church, but I 
raised my hand at school after an invita-
tion by a visiting pastor to join a bap-
tismal class. However, I did not become 
a committed Christian until after I had 
become a lay pastor many years later. 
I then felt called into full time ministry. 
I was ordained into the Anglican priest-
hood in Uganda in 1990. 

Presently, I am in charge of a cathe-
dral in Kampala as provost of 40 church-
es and 50 schools in five parishes. 
Because of this responsibility, I feel the 
Lord wants to better equip me for leader-
ship in His church. I feel my coming to 
Western Seminary was planned by God 
to teach me how evangelism and leader-
ship can be integrated to build up God's 
kingdom in Uganda. " 

Lim Kok-Thai 
Malaysia 

I was born into 
a large family. 
My parents oper-
ated a food and 
drinks stall that 
kept them busy 
from morning 
until night with 
little time for 
their children. 

However, I thank God for giving 
me Christian grandparents. 
They brought me to a Presbyter-
ian Youth Fellowship. I accept-
ed Christ in 1973 and was bap-
tized in 1977. In that same 
year God called me to the min-
istry. In making this decision, 
I risked being disowned by my 
father, but I still went ahead. 

Members of the Holland/Zeeland community 
worked together to equip our Th.M. students 
with bicycles. Roger Perkins of Higher Ground 
Foundation, and a member of the Th.M. Support 
Network, alerted Jack Hevelhurst of Zeeland 
Schwinn Cycle & Fitness to the need. Jack 
accepts 10-speeds as trade-ins when people buy 
new bikes. He fixes them up, sells a few, uses 
some for parts, and gives the rest away to people 
in need. Bob & Sharon Fischer chipped in a 
couple of Fujis, and Vern & Carla Sterk had a 
bike to give away too. Jack overhauled the 
bikes, and Roger cheerfully delivered them to a 
group of surprised and grateful students. 
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lntercultural Immersion: Chiapas and BorderLands 

What does living out the Gospel mean1n-culfures different than _ouc.ow11? 

It's FUN! 
"We have a responsibility to teach 

the next generation that it is fun to 
give." Those words, spoken by Bud, 
kicked off our visits as we made four-
teen calls over 2 1/2 days in support 
of the Campaign for Western. Nearly 
all of these visits were with people 
under the age of 40. He went on to 
share how an older friend taught him 
not only about our Christian responsi-
bility to give, but even more about how 
much fun it is. If you know Bud, you 
know that's true. He teaches by exam-
ple and sees h is mission as encourag-
ing the next generation to discover the 
happiness generosity brings. "The joy 
of giving is an important value I can 
pass on to others," he says. "It's my 
gift to themI" 

I hadn't thought much about it 
before my visit with Bud, but we do 
need to learn how to give, and once we 
have learned, we need to teach. Have 
you taught your children, grandchil-
dren, or others about the joy of giving 
to God from what He has given you? 
Have they learned how much fun it 
can be? Is there someone in your life 
whom you can teach? What legacy 
will we leave for the generations that 
come after us? 

The "young" people we called on 
gave generously, and they gave cheer-
fully. I was truly blessed by 
them ... and I'm glad they had fun in 
the process. 

Kenneth Neevel, Director of 
Advancement and Communication 

.. 

$12.6 
million 

~'. ..c 

The Campaign for 
Western: Leadership -
Challenge & Change is 
raising funds neces-
sary for the seminary 
to pursue three prima -
ry initiatives to serve 
the leadership needs 
of the RCA: 

Cf) 
~ o(5 
Q) r. 

"'O 
~....- ro (4 

l. Growth of 
Western's existing 
programs and 
facilities: 

Q) 
~......: __J 

$15 
million 
goal to 
fund 

initiatives 

a) Faculty 
bl Facility 

expansion 
c) Student 

scholarships 

2. A Master of Divinity program through 
distance learning 

3. A Center for the Continuing Education 
of the Church 

Many people have attended our campaign 
events around the country to learn about 
these exciting developments at Western Semi-
nary. The following dates and locations are 
planned for spring: 

Apr. 8 
Apr. 28 
Apr. 29 
May5 
May20 
May21 

South Holland, IL 
Des Moines, IA 
Pella, IA 
Traverse City, MI 
Sioux Center, IA 
Orange City, IA 

Call Western's Advancement Office for more 
information, 800-392-8554. 

Western Loses 
Longtime Friend 
and Campaign 
Chair 

Longtime 
friend of 
Western 
Seminary, 
Max 
Boersma, 
passed 
away on 
Friday, 
Jan. 17, 
2003. He 
was 78. 

Connie and Max Boersma 

Max, along with his wife, Connie, had 
been co-chairs of the Campaign for West-
ern: Mission in the 21st Century from 
1995--1997, and they served as honorary 
co-chairs of the current Campaign for 
Western: Leadership - Challenge & 
Change. Max was well-known through-
out Western Michigan and the Reformed 
Church in America as a person of great 
enthusiasm, character and integrity. H~ 
will be deeply missed, but his legacy will 
live on for many years. 

Mr. Boersma is survived by his wife, 
Connie, three children, the Rev. Dr. 
William R. (WTS '78 & '89) & Claire 
Boersma, Elizabeth & the Rev. Thomas 
Jasperse, the Rev. Paul (WTS '92) & 
Melody Boersma, and nine grandchil-
dren, one of whom, Bryan, is a middler 
student at wrs . 
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News 
Robert L. Vander Aarde '61 reports that 
he is enjoying retirement doing community 
work with American Red Cross, Alliance 
for Youth, Mental Health Association of 
Montana, Gateway Recovery Center, G.F. 
Interfaith Association, and G.F. Ministerial 
Association. 

Some family trees just keep expanding! 
Frank Love '65 announces the birth of his 
fifth great-grandchild, Luis Fernando Flores, 
on May 26, 2002. With seven children and 
24 grandchildren, there are sure to be 
many more "branches" in the future. 
Frank wrote to recommend to seminary 
students the book, Creative Solution Find-
ing, by Gerald Nadler & Shozo Hibino. 

On March 1 Harold "Hank" Lay '71 
became the pastor of Parkway Community 
Church (RCA) in Hicksville, Long Island, NY. 
The church has been organized for 52 
years, and he will be only their second 
installed pastor. 

Jeffrey Neevel '94 was the only RCA pas-
tor awarded one of the 135 National Cler-
gy Renewal Program grants in 2002. The 
grant will allow him to take a three-month 
sabbatical to travel the Amazon River, 
Hudson River, and St. Lawrence Seaway. 
Rev. Neevel is the pastor of the Reformed 
Church of the Thousand Isles in Alexandria 
Bay, NY. 

Nikelle Johnson '01 is working in Jack-
son , MS at the Voice of Calvary ministry. 
Voice of Calvary focuses on Christian com-
munity development through housing ren-
ovation, rehabilitation, volunteer services, 
a health clinic, and a youth program. 
Nikelle works in the housing department 
as a volunteer site supervisor. She reports 
that she is learning a lot about racial rec-
onciliation and community development 
and is blessed to be a part of a ministry 
focused on spreading God's love to the 
poor of Jackson. 

Visit Western's alumni page at 
www.westernsem.org/people/alumni/ 

Alumline 

on to Glory .. ~
Henry John Boekhoven '54 
b. Ambt-Hardenburg, Netherlands 
11/16/24 
d. Kalamazoo, Ml 11 /18/02 
Free University, Netherlands '49; WTS '54 
Reformed Churches served: 
First, Edmonton, Alberta, CAN (1954-57) 
Bethel, Abbotsford, BC, CAN (1957-61) 
First, St. Catherines, Ontario, CAN (1961-
68) 
Oakdale Park, Grand Rapids, Ml (1968-76) 
Dismissed to the Christian Reformed 
Church 1976 

Lester "Buck" Arthur Ter Louw '67 
b. Pella, IA 4/29/25 
d. Cantril, IA 11 /5/02 
Central College '50; WTS '67 
Reformed Churches served: 
Gano, Chicago, IL (1967-72) 
Trinity, Chicago, IL (1972-7 4) 
United, Richton Park, IL (197 4-77) 
Faith, Pompano Beach, FL (1977-83) 

John Edward Buteyn, Sr. '39 
b. Alto, WI 12/22/16 
d. Plano, TX 11/28/02 
Hope College '36; WTS '39 
Reformed Churches served: 
Bethel, Phoenix, IL (1939-46) 
First, Rochester, NY (1946-56) 
Also served as: Field Secretary (1956-61) 
and Executive Secretary (1961-68), Board 
of World Missions, RCA 
Secretary, World Mission, General Program 
Council (1968-82) 

Harry Paul Morehouse '51 
b. Cambridge, NY 5/20/24 
d. Whiting, NJ 12/2/02 
Hope College '48; WTS '51 
Reformed Churches served: 
Second, Marion, NY (1951-57) 
Catskill , NY (1957-62) 
Second, Rotterdam, NY (1962-7 4) 
Meadow Hill, Newburgh, NY (197 4-80) 
Community, Whiting, NJ (1980-87) 

Edward Louis Grant '67 
b. North Blendon, Ml 5/2/22 
d. Zeeland, Ml 1 /13/03 
Western Michigan University '64; WTS '67 
Reformed Churches served: 
Third, Kalamazoo, Ml (1960-63) 
Forest Grove, Hudsonville, Ml (1967-72) 
Steen, Steen, MN (1972-82) 
Also served as: Missionary, American Sun-
day School Union (1954-59) 

Robert James Van Zyl '51 
b. Grandville, Ml 2/22/23 
d. Coopersville, Ml 1 /14/03 
Hope College '48; WTS '51 
Reformed Churches served: 
Faith , Kalamazoo, Ml (1951-56) 
Rehoboth, Lucas, Ml (1956-63) 
Newhall, Wyoming, Ml (1963-7 4) 
Conklin, Ml (1975-90) 

Richard Mark Borst '74 
b. Grand Rapids, Ml 6/4/49 
d. Jenison, Ml 1/17/03 
Hope College '70; WTS '7 4 
Reformed Churches served: 
Peace, Middleville, Ml (197 4-78) 
Mason County, Scottville, Ml (1 978-81 ) 
Oakview, Grand Rapids, Ml (1981 -90) 

Necrologist: Glen Bruggers '51 

Lost Alumni 
If you have a mailing or email address for 
any of the following people, please call 
LuAnne Van Slooten at 800-392-8554. 

Virgil Janssen 1951 
James Meeuwsen 1957 
Charles Garrett 1959 
Hendrick Van Essen 1960 
Jacob G. Kuiper 1965 
James L. Whitehead 1972 
Gene M. Carr 1973 
Elaine K. Forrest 1976 
Richard L. Scheenstra 1978 
Sao A. Park 1978 
Jorge Lopez 1978 
John Brown 1981 

Let classmates and colleagues know about the milestones in your life. Send your news items to "Alumline", Western 
Theological Seminary, 101 E. Thirteenth St., Holland, Ml 49423; fax 616-392-7717; or email carlaw@westernsem.org. 
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Jeffrey Baker 1982 
Allan E. Huizenga 1982 
Shinji Kawano 1984 
Richard K. Knowles 1984 
Gregory Fredrick 1985 
Rodney Otto 1988 
Wilson Rambau 1988 
Daniel Deffenbaugh 1988 
Rory Marshall 1989 
Irene Andersson 1991 
Keiko Osaki 1993 
Yohannes Mengsteab 1993 
Young-Shik Yun 1994 
Gabriel M. Binye 1996 
Charlotte A. Ellison 1997 
Philip A. Shangraw 1997 
Petrus M. Mfati 1997 
Shu-Ying Shih 1998 
Tae Kyoung Kwon 1998 
Nang Doi Lahpai 2000 

~J~ 
Classes of 53, '63, and '78: Please 
join us for Alumni Day on May 12, 
2003. Special luncheons will be 
provided for the 25th, 40th,and 50th 
reunion classes. In addition, you 
will hear from three graduating 
seniors at an informative session in 
the morning, and at 2:30 Rev. 
Eugene Peterson will give a lecture 
in Semelink Hall. Meet current stu-
dents and reminisce with former 
classmates. All Western alumni are 
invited to an alumni dinner at 5:00 
in the Maas Center of Hope College. 
We will be honoring Distinguished 
Alumni Rev. Dr. Chester Droog '50 
and Rev. Dr. Edwin Mulder '54. 

This is an advance notice. You will 
receive an invitation packet in the 
mail. If you are coming from out of 
town, we recommend that you book 
your reservations early at local 
hotels. 

Alumni, Friends and Family: 
At 7:30 you are invited to Dimnent 
Memorial Chapel on Hope's campus 
for the commencement service of 
the WTS class of 2003. Rev. Eugene 
Peterson will be the commencement 
speaker. 
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