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Western Theological Seminary is
a construction site this fall.  Following
years of careful planning and prepa-
ration, a new wing is now under con-
struction just north of our central
facility between Mulder Chapel and
Semelink Hall.

While the life of the seminary
carries on without essential disrup-
tions, the sights and sounds of con-
struction remind us of the words of
Ecclesiastes 3:3:  this is a season for
breaking down and building up.  In
my convocation sermon I suggested
that this would be a year for “Hard
Hats and Tender Hearts,” in which
disruption and dislocation would
require that we be especially forgiv-
ing and forbearing.  During the noon
luncheon which followed we all wore
“hardhats” to remind us of the special
challenges of the year.

Western’s project is not limited to
the construction of a new wing that
will provide additional classrooms for
a growing student body and offices
for faculty and staff.  Under the lead-
ership of Dr. George Hunsberger, the
Center for the Continuing Education
of the Church is being established
and will be located in the new wing.
The Center will be flexible, mobile
and able to service leaders from
across the church in North America.
Likewise, a new distance learning
Master of Divinity program is being
developed under the direction of Dr.
Meri MacLeod.  Beginning next fall, a
corps of students will be able to earn
a degree from Western without relo-
cating their families to West Michigan.

This is a challenging but exciting
time of building at Western Seminary.
To move ahead with all of these plans
for forming leaders for the church of
the 21st century, we must build a
strong financial base through our
capital funds effort, the Campaign for
Western:  Leadership—Challenge &
Change.  In this respect, I invite your
partnership in our ministry through
your prayers and financial gifts.  And
may our common  ministry always be
built on the sure  foundation which is
Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3:11).

DNV
President Dennis N. Voskuil

Notes from 
From Coast to Coast

In the Christian Ministries Field office at West-
ern Seminary, a large map graces the south wall.
It is covered with photos and an assortment of
small, colored slips of paper—each one represent-
ing a student intern placement or the calling of a
recent graduate.  A quick glance will tell you that
Western students are impacting churches all
across the U.S.

The Commons introduces you to three stu-
dents as they relate their summer internship
experiences in California, Minnesota/Iowa, and
Florida.  Alongside them in this newsletter as well
as beside them in their learning experiences,
their mentors write about what it was like to
have these Western students in their churches
during the summer of 2002.

Imagine what it would be like to uproot
your family for ten weeks, put over 12,000
miles on your van, be among
people you’ve never met before,
live on a dairy, and minister at
a place where you have no idea
what God has in store.  Sounds
frightening, doesn’t it?  It was
glorious.
“What has been the biggest

surprise of the summer for
you?” my brother unexpectedly
asked in the middle of his visit
from L.A. in August.  As I
searched for words (there were
so many great surprises!), my
wife Connie confidently replied,
“Wherever God puts us, it’s home.”  
We went to Tulare Community Church in

Tulare, California this
summer without a clue
of where we were stay-
ing or of what I was
going to be doing except
preaching three times,
and knowing little about
the environment in
which we were going to
be immersed.  We ended
up with an experience
that not only profoundly
shaped me for ministry,
but significantly impact-
ed my family.  
I answered my broth-

er, “I am no longer sur-

prised at what God does in our lives, but I
am completely in awe of what God does for

us.”  Connie and I saw
and experienced first-
hand that when the Holy
Spirit dwells within the
people of God, truly mar-
velous things happen.  I
participated in a ministry
of healing organized by
Spirit-filled and Spirit-led
believers from numerous
churches in Tulare.
Through the spiritual
blessing of prayer, I
learned that healing is
mostly about peace.  I

(continued on page 2)

Greg Brower ‘02 marks a location on the 
map noting his name and the church 

where he has been called.

Dale working in office space shared
with TCC’s custodian, Jesse Holland.

One of Tulare Community Church’s
six vision points is to “develop Christ-
ian leaders,” so we embraced the
invitation to host a Western student
again.  Hearing that Dale and Connie
had their daughters with them meant
they’d fit right into our young family
church...and might even stir a few
families to look closer at God’s call to
ministry in their own mid-life years.  

Before arriving here Dale attended
General Synod, where he crossed
paths with elder Bob Van Der Schaaf.
They recognized each other’s names
immediately.  Bob, Dale and their
wives became good friends this sum-
mer, and as a pastor I just smiled.
God had been calling Bob into lead-

ership, and I knew Dale’s presence at
the church would only stir that recog-
nition.  It did.  In January Bob Van
Der Schaaf will step into a staff posi-
tion at TCC in Evangelism and Small
Groups leadership.  And get this: he
may be one of Western’s pioneer stu-
dents in the new distance learning
M.Div. program next November.  

This is just a glimpse of how God
used Dale and Connie Vos in the life
of one family, and their impact is still
spreading.  Don’t think a summer
internship can’t change the place you
serve, even as it changes you!  

by Rev. Tim Vink
Tulare Community Church

For a list of where our 2002 graduates
have been called, turn to page 4.

Dale Vos Tulare Community Church
Tulare, California
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For
those of
you who
clean the
garage,
basement,
closet or
make pie
crust Sat-
urday

mornings while tuning in to
National Public Radio 11am -
1pmET, you know this title is
from Michael Feldman’s
“Whad’Ya Know?”  (www.Not-
much.com).  It’s a category for
his call-in quiz segment.  I
sometimes know the answers
to questions such as, “What’s
longer, a DNA strand or a
helix?”  Sometimes I don’t.
The category does make me

think, however, about what I
might wish I’d learned at
Western Theological Seminary,
but didn’t.  (Yes, it could easily
be I wasn’t paying attention
back in 1977-81.)   
Since then, twelve years as

a solo pastor at Blawenburg
Reformed Church in New Jer-
sey and the past eight years
as Director of Pastoral Care at
Holland Community Hospital
have found me leaning toward
the realm of pastoral theology
and practice.  Most of the
things I should have learned
at Western if I had been pay-
ing attention seem to center in
this realm.  Here are five of
them -- and I don’t pretend to
know all about them now; but
I do wish I’d learned more
about them then:
People grow in faith and

spirit, and sometimes they
stagnate.  The Spirit’s wind
blows where it will.  Just when
I expect a storm, it’s dead
calm, and when I’m yawning
in the doldrums, a sudden
gust appears out of nowhere.
We watch for it and feel it in
unexpected places.  That may
be at a softball game, a funer-
al, a youth retreat or while

watching an 8th grade play.
Age is no indicator.  Growth
can’t be forced.  Openness to
the movement of God is a gift
from above, not the result of
my skills or lack of them.  And
there is a strange correlation
between pain and growth.
Balancing a clergy life with

family and work responsibili-
ties is, by definition, fraught
with failures and frustrations.
No one is immune.  No one
fully succeeds.  Few will speak
openly of this occupational
hazard.
I would have saved much

head-scratching and soul-
searching if I had learned
about both Borderline Person-
ality Disorder and Bi-polar
Disorder as illnesses that sta-
tistics say, and my experience
confirms, will show up within
those souls with whom we
work.  If you still don’t know
much about them or about
how they can disrupt the life
and rhythm of people and
congregational or organization-
al life, try to catch up.
The arts are as powerful a

conduit for the transmission of
grace as anything scholasti-
cism could invent in writing.
Music, visual arts and sacra-
mental contact are often, and
were often, under-utilized as a
means of grace.  I think I’d
have learned otherwise if I had
been paying attention, but the
very nature of academia is
weighted so heavily on words
that the second language of
art and touch was slighted.
Finding time to re-create

physically, mentally and spiri-
tually is the first thing to go in
a crunch.  It was true in semi-
nary.  It’s been true in the
intervening 20 years and is
true now.  It would have been
nice to be warned and practi-
cally trained in strategies to do
otherwise. 
Ok, not so profound a list of

things I Should Have Learned
in School, but maybe admit-
ting them is a step in growth,
for both you and me.  The
journey continues.

Reflections of Ministry

Things I Should have
Learned in Seminary
(Had I been Paying Attention)

by David Blauw

__________
David Blauw ‘81 is the Chaplain 
of Holland Community Hospital,
Holland, MI

experienced that internal heal-
ing in my own life, which then
manifested itself into a physical
healing.  I became free from
psoriatic arthritic pain for the
first time in 13 years.
Pastor Tim Vink showed me

what it means to follow Christ
every day in all of our being.
Tim models the leadership of
Jesus.  His compassion for
people in need and his vision
for the church is inviting and
at the same time transforming.
You cannot go to Tulare Com-
munity Church, dwell among
the people, and not sense the
presence of God at work in
their lives.  I saw how a healthy
church, open and obedient to
God’s call, can impact a city
forever.
My family’s experience with

our host family will last
throughout our lives.  Through
them God showed us the
importance of family and how
to maintain a healthy balance
in our lives.  A network of
God’s people who became our
friends and neighbors vividly
and brilliantly illustrated the
importance of spreading the
Good News of the Gospel
through relationships.  We
miss them, and we would do it
all over again.

I learned some things this summer; things you can’t really
learn in a seminary classroom.  I learned new words, like
harrowing and farrowing.  I learned how to ride a tractor
and drive a combine.  I learned that on a hot humid day

when the wind is blowing just
right, no matter how hard you
might try to escape, there is no
avoiding the stench of your
neighbor’s hogs.  I learned that
there is no more glorious picture
than the Iowa sun dipping into
the ocean of green they call a
bean field.  And I learned that
even in our deepest, darkest
pain Jesus Christ resides and
sustains us with his love.  
My wife, Kristyn, and I spent

the summer planted in the corn
and bean fields of Northwest
Iowa, serving as summer pastor
of the Bethel Reformed Church.
In the midst of the miles and
miles of corn and beans that
surround the church and par-

sonage, we grew.  The people there cared for us, taught us,
and trusted us with their pain.  
A sufficient summary of our summer experience does not

exist, but a story may capture its essence.  One July evening
Kristyn and I were traversing the Iowa countryside when we
happened upon the home of our newfound friends, Dave and
Bev Schipper*, with their two children, James and Katie.  We
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(Dale Vos, continued from page 1)

Jon and Kristyn Brown

1. Grace and Emily Vos enjoy
life on the dairy farm with the
daughter of their host family.  
2. Dale and his daughters hav-
ing a mountaintop experience.  
3.  Dale and Connie Vos at a
trip to DisneyLand.

*names changed to protect privacy.



stopped, anticipating a casual visit, a few
innings of the Twins game, and maybe
some conversation about the weather.
But our casual visit quickly turned into a
significant learning experience.  
As we were enjoying Blue Bunny Ice

Cream around the dining room table, 10-
year old Katie pointed to a picture on the
wall and said, “Look, that’s my sister.”
The picture was a black and white photo-
graph of a young child; she looked to be
about three years old.  I was a bit con-
fused but only for a moment as Bev
picked up where Katie left off.  Fourteen
years ago, Dave and Bev Schipper
brought a beautiful baby girl into the
world named Kelly.  She graced their
lives with joy and laughter, and they

graced hers with love and dreams.  But
all of it was cut short, way too short.  A
misdiagnosis and angry brain tumor took
their beautiful baby Katie.  She died in a
Sioux Falls hospital at the age of three.
You can only imagine their pain.  We

quietly listened to Bev retelling the last
days of Katie’s life.  She told us about
the tests and the surgery…and then the
funeral.  She showed us pictures.  At
one point, Bev—trying to control her

tears—turned to me and said, “I’ve
never known such pain.”  She paused,
and I waited.  
“But Jesus has been with us through

it all and sustained us with His love.”  
I learned some things this summer,

some things you can’t really learn in a
seminary classroom.  For the Schippers
and all the other faithful followers of
Jesus at Bethel Reformed Church in
Northwest Iowa, I bless God. 
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Stepping off the plane at Fort Laud-
erdale in May, I only had to look for some-
one holding a sign that said “Julie Hov-
ing”.  I was entering into a summer of
unknowns—unknown people, unknown
places, an unknown neighborhood, and
an unknown church.
At first I began to notice all the differ-

ences from what I was used to in Michi-
gan.  The small stucco housing was
much different from the multi-level,
vinyl-sided housing of home.  There was
concrete everywhere, reminding me that
I was far away from the grassy parks of
West Michigan, where towering trees
provide precious shade on a hot, sum-
mer day.  The vast ocean lay to the east,
rather than Lake Michigan to the west.
During those first introductions at
church, people came to shake
my hand, offering name upon
name.  It was difficult to keep
staff names and faces straight,
but add to that one hundred
church members, and nothing
seemed familiar.  I was far from
home.
At a church picnic about a

week after arriving, I began to
become acclimated to my sur-
roundings.  Sitting at a table full
of senior ladies, our conversa-
tion found many connecting
points as we ate our hot dogs.
We laughed about times we had
messed up brownie recipes,

wondered what it would be like to
visit different parts of the world,
and marveled at the ways God had
worked in our lives.  It was then
that I realized that all the strange-
ness of this new place did not mat-
ter; we shared a faith in Christ that
bound us together across time,
location, and history.  I was home.
Living in the grace of Christ, I was able

to experience ministry in many new
ways—always finding our connection to
be Jesus Christ.  It meant meeting with a
new believer, talking about the nature of
God.  It meant visiting a member in the
hospital moments before she went into
surgery, not knowing if the cancer in her
neck would leave her with weeks or
months to live.  I was able to lead chil-

Bethel Reformed Church
Ellsworth, Minnesota

Christ Community Church
Pompano Beach, Florida

dren in a week of vacation Bible school
and to help the youth group pull off a car
wash.  
After a week, it felt like I had been in

Florida for a month, and after a month, I
stopped noticing differences.  When I
stepped onto the airplane heading back to
Michigan, I knew that I was leaving sis-
ters and brothers in Florida with whom I
had been bound together before we had
ever met.

Connie and Eddie Hernandez with Julie Hoving

Kristyn competes in a game of beanbag at a church
picnic. (that's Al Korthals behind her)

What a joy Julie was to our church from the moment
we picked her up at the airport.  She wasted no time
getting into her work, and within days it was clear to me
that she was a self-starter who could clearly handle her
own time, place and activities.  

During June my synod and classis duties allowed me
only six days in the church field, so Julie was given the
pastoral duties for that month.  Quite a baptism of fire, I
would say.  She made numerous hospital calls, visited
the sick in their homes, and prepared those facing
surgery.

She filled her days throughout the summer with ser-
vice to the church.  Youth gatherings, newsletter arti-
cles, church services, worship practice & participation,
guest speaking, fundraising events, church workdays,

Vacation Bible School, church picnics, consistory meet-
ings, sermons – the pace left her exhausted each night,
but she never wavered; not once did she lose heart.
The month of July alone would have put most well
trained ministers out to pasture.  Even though she kept
an intense schedule, she always maintained a consis-
tent daily devotional time with our Lord.

These few notes of her ministry to our Lord in no
way give real justice to her value to the Kingdom of
God.  Julie left big shoes to fill.  She was our first
female intern at the church, and I can easily say that
her work ethic reflected well on her commitment to fulfill
her calling.

Dr. Edward Hernandez
Christ Community Church

Last spring I called the seminary to find out if
a student might be available to fill our pulpit
during the summer months.  After I was given
the name “Jon Brown”, our consistory prayed
and discussed the matter.  When we felt led to
proceed, I called Jon and Kristyn Brown.  You
should have heard how excited they were.  It
was the beginning of a wonderful relationship.

From the time they arrived, Jon and Kristyn
were busy getting to know people, visiting the
sick, taking part in community activities, and
attending meetings.  Along with preaching, Jon
led our adult Sunday school class.  Kristyn
helped out with RCYF group and worked at a
local school.  They demonstrated the love and
compassion of Jesus in the way they shared
and cared for the needs of our congregation.
Attendance at our worship services increased

also.  Jon’s knowledge of God’s Word is excel-
lent, and he explains it in an easy way for all to
learn.

Most meaningful to me, Jon was called upon
to minister to my sister and family when her
husband passed away suddenly.  Jon did an
excellent job in a situation where he had never
even met my sister prior to that time.

I thank Western Seminary for their part in
preparing students for God’s work.  I see Jon
and Kristyn Brown as two rough diamonds that
with a little polishing are well on their way to
wherever the Lord leads in His service.  In my
book I give them an A+.

Albert Korthals 
Bethel Reformed Elder

Julie Hoving



The Challenge to You
I am excited to announce that Western Seminary has been selected

to receive a $350,000 Challenge Grant from The Kresge Foundation to
help complete the Center for Christian Leadership.
I normally don’t use this space for direct financial appeals, but I am

making an exception this time because we have been given a wonder-
ful opportunity that depends directly on you and has a specific time
limit.
The challenge grant works like this.  If supporters of the seminary

will donate or pledge a total of $800,000 earmarked for the construc-
tion of the new building by July 1, 2003, The Kresge Foundation will
provide an additional $350,000 toward the project.  The purpose of
the grant is to inspire new donors to make a first-time gift to Western
and to challenge existing donors to increase their support.
This is where you come in.  The grant will only be awarded if we

raise the $800,000.  It’s all or nothing.  Please consider making a sig-
nificant pledge toward the building.  Your pledge can be made over a
3-5 year period and still qualify toward the challenge grant.  Gifts and
pledges made before July 1, 2002 do not qualify for the challenge.
Please contact me if you have questions or would like more informa-

tion about how to designate your gift or pledge.  800-392-8554, x111  

Kenneth Neevel, Director of Advancement and Communications

Track progress of the construction at:  www.westernsem.org/happenings/campaign/center/index.html
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The Campaign for Western:  Leadership
– Challenge & Change is raising funds
necessary for the seminary to pursue three
primary initiatives designed to serve the
leadership needs of the RCA:

1. Growth of Western’s existing programs 
and facilities
a) Faculty
b) Facility expansion
c) Student scholarships

2. A Master of Divinity program through 
distance learning

3. A Center for the Continuing Education of 
the Church

How are we progressing?
Resumes are being accepted through the

end of the year for the Charles and Loretta
Cooper Chair in Church Leadership and
Congregational Studies.  The candidate
selected for this position will start teaching
next fall.  
Concrete and steel are rising steadily from

the north side of the seminary as the Center
for Christian Leadership takes shape.  The
facility expansion is on schedule for comple-
tion next July.

Distance Learning Director Meri MacLeod
is working with a faculty curriculum
development team to shape current M.Div.
curriculum into the distance learning for-
mat.  The new distance learning computer
software is being installed this month, and
Dr. MacLeod is coaching faculty to teach
with new classroom technology.  The first
class of distance learning M.Div. candidates
will enroll in the late fall of 2003.
The Center for the Continuing Education

of the Church received a grant of $814,746
from Indianapolis-based Lilly Endowment
Inc. to participate in a national program
called “Sustaining Pastoral Excellence.”  The
program is a new effort of the Endowment to
focus attention and energy on maintaining
the high caliber of many of the country’s
pastoral leaders.  Western Seminary’s pro-
ject, Journey Groups:  Peer Groups for
Focused Pastoral Learning, will be a pro-
gram of clergy peer covenant groups formed
by matching clergy whose learning needs
and goals converge around specific issues for
them and their congregations.  Journey
Groups will be the first major offering from
the Center. 
To learn more about these exciting devel-

opments at Western Seminary,
please plan on attending one
of several campaign events
held around the country.  The
following dates and locations
are planned for 2003:

Feb. 7 Naples, FL
Feb. 8 Bradenton, FL
Feb. 10 Clearwater, FL
TBD Southern California
Mar. 3 Tulare, CA
Mar. 17 Waupun, WI
Mar. 18 Sheboygan, WI
Mar. 24 Lynden, WA
Mar. 25 Oak Harbor, WA
Apr. 8 South Holland, IL
Apr. 28 Des Moines, IA
Apr. 29 Pella, IA
May 5 Traverse City, MI
May 20 Northwest Iowa

Call Western’s Advancement
Office for more information,
800-392-8554.

Laura De Vries 
With a background in education,

marketing, sales, customer service,
and donor development, Laura De
Vries brings a variety of skills to
the Advancement team of Western
Seminary.
After earning her B.A. in Human

Development at Azusa Pacific Uni-
versity in California, Laura worked
in the business, entrepreneurial,
and non-profit worlds.  Her latest
position was the Director of
Advancement at The Linfield Foun-
dation, the fundraising arm of Lin-
field Christian School in Temecula,
California.

Laura and her husband, Rev. Dr. Tom De Vries, will relo-
cate to Michigan in March with their three children:  Trey
(14), Ty (12), and Torri (10).  
Laura began working for Western November 4 and will

continue to work from Southern California until March.  She
will represent the seminary in southern California, central
Iowa, and Michigan.  Please join us in welcoming Laura to
the Western Seminary community.

Laura De Vries 
Associate Director of

Advancement

Class of 2002 

Master of Divinity graduates

Doug Baker – Pastor, Community
Reformed Church, Hawarden, IA

Greg Brower – Associate Pastor, New
Hope Community Church, Aurora, CO

Lizbeth Calsbeek – Associate Pastor,
American Reformed Church, Orange 
City, IA

Jim Daniels – Pastor, American Reformed
Church, Primghar, IA

Ross Davidson – Pastor, Heartland
Reformed Church, Pella, IA

Chris DeGraaf – Pastor, Reformed Church
of Fonda, Fonda, NY

Kirsty DePree – Minister of Christian 
Education, Faith Reformed Church, 
Zeeland, MI

Darrin DeVries – Pastor, Community
Reformed Church, Clinton, IA

Tom Goodhart – Pastor, Plattekill Reformed
Church, Mt. Marion, NY

John Haas – Pastor, Twin Lakes Reformed
Church, Kalamazoo, MI

Kerri Haveman – Associate Pastor,
Reformed Church of the Thousand Isles,
Alexandria Bay, NY

Eric Johnson – Associate Pastor, First
Reformed Church, Pompton Plains, NJ

Aaron Klein – Associate Pastor, Addisville
Reformed Church, Richboro, PA

Jonathan Lam – Specialized Ministry, SW
Michigan Classis—RCA

Edie Lenz – Pastor, Church of the Good 
News, Chicago, IL

Drew Peirce – Assistant Director, Kids Hope
USA, Holland, MI

Chad Pierce – Pastor, Jamestown
Reformed Church, Jamestown, MI

Emily Ratering-Youngberg – Pastor, First
Reformed Church, Little Falls, NJ

Jamie Sipsma – Campus Minister, Universi-
ty Baptist Church, Baltimore, MD

Keith Starkenberg – Graduate Studies,
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA

Gretchen Tanis – Youth Pastor, Second
Reformed Church, Zeeland, MI

Peter TeWinkle – Pastor, Hawthorne
Reformed Church, Hawthorne, NY

Brian Turnbull – Specialized Ministry, 
Celebration Community, Muskegon, MI

Betsy Turnbull – Specialized Ministry, 
Celebration Community, Muskegon, MI

Jeff Walton – Pastor, Belltower Reformed
Church, Ellsworth, MI

Master of Religious Education graduates

Kathleen Schellenberg – Central 
Reformed Church, Grand Rapids, MI

Allison Van Skiver – Youth Pastor, First 
Congregational Church and Rockford 
United Methodist Church, Rockford, MI

Barb Koch

Continuing in candidating process:

Steve DeLoof
Marcia Gibbons
Steve Hemmeke

Meet the next
WTS Class at:
http://www.westernsem.org/people/

students/seniors_ab.html
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of teaching and learning.  At the RCA’s
request, we are forging a new design of
theological education in today’s digital
world, an education that will be accessible
to students who cannot relocate to West
Michigan for traditional seminary training. 
Earning a degree that blends the use of

technology such as the internet, email, and
teleconferencing with conventional class-
room teaching brings up many questions.
What will the program be like? How will it
address concerns for cost, scheduling, or
fitness for ministry?  As a scout pointing
out the territory, let me outline some

aspects of the program
and update you on our
progress. 
Western’s new pro-

gram will retain all
critical elements for
the formation of pas-
tors including:  faculty
and teaching church
mentoring, thoughtful
personal reflection,
critical assessment
and prayer, a learning
and worshiping com-
munity of peers and
mentors, and thought-
provoking, biblical and
theological study.
Distance learning is

more than correspon-
dence courses avail-
able on the internet or
instruction via email.
It’s more than a lecture
or lesson condensed
into something that
can be transmitted
electronically.  Our fac-
ulty envisions distance
learning as a way to
overcome geographical
barriers and to teach
in more flexible ways
than the rigid time-
frames conventional
courses allow.  We
believe this can be
done while retaining
the deep spiritual for-
mation model offered
at Western.
Students in the pro-

gram will have to be
self-disciplined enough
to juggle employment,
ministry, family, and
studies.  They can
expect several years of
very demanding sched-
ules as they manage
approximately fifteen
hours of study each
week divided between
personal study and
online work with peer
colleagues and profes-
sors.  In addition,

these students will make two-week trips to
Western’s campus twice each year.  This
blends together the complementing as-
pects of the web-mediated classroom and
the face-to-face classroom.
Today the local church is vital for each

student’s ministry formation.  Western’s
Master of Divinity program requires a min-
imum of 400 hours in a church with a
mentor.  This experience is one of the most
significant components of an education at
Western.  To continue this vital aspect in
the distance learning program, a local
church will partner with distance learning
students in their pastoral formation and
will take on the role of their teaching
church. 
As Western designs this new M.Div.

program, we are turning to several
decades of educational research and fac-
ulty practice.  In addition, our technology
transition is well underway.  This past
summer we completely remodeled a
classroom to include a computer teach-
ing station, giving faculty access to
multi-media features and web access for
class presentations.  Faculty computers
and software is being updated to prepare
for web-mediated instruction and other
advances to supplement their courses.  A
permanent technology team will manage
vital areas of expansion and ongoing con-
cerns, and we are finalizing details for
state of the art technology in the new
building addition. 
Western’s expanding technology will not

only impact its own academic programs, it
will enrich the RCA as well.  Communica-
tion between church and seminary can
expand.  Ministry collaboration can occur
with ease.  MFCA students can connect
through the link of Western’s course soft-
ware, giving them easier access to
required RCA courses.  As partnerships
develop, technology can provide new ways
of learning and working together and cre-
ating missional endeavors spanning the
globe! 
Western’s Corps of Discovery is taking

hold of the challenge that lies ahead.  The
expedition is underway!  We are headed for
late fall 2003 as our target date—look for
updates on the journey in the months
ahead.
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During a recent visit to Sioux Falls, SD
I was reminded of the journey of Lewis and
Clark and their Corps of Discovery.  West-
ern Seminary’s adventurous journey of
distance learning is not fraught with dan-
ger and physical challenge, yet ours is no
less a journey of exploration and discovery
into uncharted territory.  As with any great
expedition, we must prepare, gather criti-
cal resources, and enlist scouts to point
the way. 
Like Lewis and Clark who explored off

their known map, Western Seminary faculty
is preparing to explore off our known maps Dr. Meri MacLeod is Associate Professor 

of Educational Leadership 
and Director of Distance Learning

with Meri MacLeod
Western Seminary’s Digital Journey
—An Adventure into Distance Learning

began discovering my gifts for ministry as a teenager
through involvement in my New England church.  I look
back at that early place in my life and see the seeds of

my passions for the church.  I was noticing patterns in the
broader culture outside the church and wondering why the
teaching in the church was not connecting to the issues
and concerns of the people. 
My foray into leadership began in high school when I

created my first youth group lesson to biblically examine
the lyrics of a popular protest song of the 60’s.  This
approach was enthusiastically welcomed and served as a
catalyst to launch me in the direction of a call to ministry. 
My passion for the church blossomed into a desire to see

the people of God meaningfully live out and communicate
the Gospel in the social and cultural contexts in which
they are placed.  Developing people to do that involves a
great deal of learning.  How do we learn and unlearn, both
individually and corporately, to be God’s people in an
incarnational manner? 
This vision requires leaders who can model the way while

developing those around them.  My search for ministry
strategies that capture this vision led me from established
churches to church plants and from campus ministry with
international students to ministry with business profession-
als.  I found that leadership modeling biblical values such
as justice, social inclusion, and power sharing was very
rare in the church.  Rarer still were leaders who could
guide the church in learning how to live and work incarna-
tionally.  I believe that seminaries can and must attend to
the urgent need of new forms of learning and leading in the
church today.  I am here at Western to wrestle with this
very issue!

Faculty Highlight

LifeNotes
b. Quincy, MA
B.S. Elementary Education, Bridgewater State College, Bridgewater, MA, 1974
M.R.E. Christian Education, Gordon-Conwell Seminary, South Hamilton, MA, 1977
Ph.D. Educational Studies, Trinity International University, Deerfield, IL, 1994
1975-77, Director of Christian Education, Ruggles Baptist Church, Boston, MA
1977-79, Associate Minister of Education, Park Street Church, Boston, MA
1979-80, Associate Editor-Curriculum Writer, Dynamic Church Ministries
1980-83, Church Planting Leader, Shared Life Fellowship, Phoenix, AZ
1982-87, Campus Staff, InterVarsity Christian Fellowship
1987-90, National Training Coordinator, International Students, Inc.
1990-97, Associate Director-Women of Influence Division, The Navigators
1995-2002, Assistant Professor, Fuller Theological Seminary, Colorado Springs, CO
1997-2000, Co-founder and Vice President, WorkPlace Influence, Inc.
2000-2001, Dean, School of Professional Studies, Colorado Christian University,   

Lakewood, CO
2002-, Associate Professor of Educational Leadership, Director of Distance 

Learning, Western Theological Seminary

I
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Schedule of Events
To register, call Judy Bos at 800-392-8554

Jan 28 PREPARE/ENRICH training 
& 29 Due to the death of Terry Lapinsky in October 

these seminars have been cancelled.

Feb. Osterhaven Lecture Series:  Ellen Charry
25-26 Feb. 25:  11:15am, “On Human Dignity”

1:30pm, “Revelation as the Truth about Us” 
Feb. 26:  11:15am, “On Becoming the Beauty, 
Wisdom, and Goodness of God” 

Mulder Chapel, no fee

March Randy Frazee Workshop
4 “The Connecting Church”

9:00-4:00pm, Semelink Hall, $50, including lunch

March Nellie Arnold Bergsma Lecture Series:  
18 Robert DeVries

“The Heidelberg Catechism:  A Song of the 
Heart, Mind and Will” 
11:15am, Mulder Chapel, no fee

June Rome:  City of Peter and Paul
19 - Overseas CONnECTS trip with WTS Professor
July 3 Emeritus of Historical Theology, Don Bruggink

(donb@westernsem.org or 616-392-8555)
Deposit of $500 by Feb. 1, 2003 reserves cost of 
$3,190 from Chicago (double occupancy)

June Sonja Stewart workshops
17-20 “Children and Worship”—$275
& 25-27 “Following Jesus”—$225

With plans to

aggressively

expand our

work in contin-

uing education,

Western Semi-

nary appointed

George

Hunsberger

as the Dean of

the Center for the Continuing Educa-

tion of the Church, effective July 1 of

this year.  Dr. Hunsberger is also the

Professor of Congregational Mission

and heads the Gospel and Our Cul-

ture Network (GOCN).  

In June the American Society of

Missiology elected Dr. Hunsberger to

be 2nd Vice President for the 2002-

2003 year.  He will serve as 1st Vice

President the following year and Presi-

dent the year after that.  He previously

served the society as its Secretary-

Treasurer from 1988 to 1997. 

In July Vern and Carla Sterk

organized a conference in Chiapas,

Mexico on “Christianity and Islam,”

featuring Dr. Dudley Woodberry from

Fuller Theological Seminary.  Partici-

pants came from all of the religious

organizations and denominations in

the State of Chiapas, as well as from

community, social and political enti-

ties.  The Sterks are Missionaries in

Residence at Western and teach on

campus every other year.

In order to increase administrative

capacity to support emerging pro-

grams, the responsibilities formerly

carried by James Brownson,

Academic Dean, are now divided

between two roles.  One new role,

the Dean of Faculty, takes primary

responsibility for the support, over-

sight, and evaluation of faculty

appointments.  Leanne Van Dyk,

Professor of

Reformed

Theology, has

been appointed

to this role.  Dr.

James Brown-

son will contin-

ue as Academic

Dean, taking

primary respon-

sibility for degree programs and for

academic policy and planning.  On an

interim basis, Dr. Brownson is devel-

oping an integrated planning and

budgeting process for the seminary.

Both Dr. Brownson and Dr. Van Dyk

will continue to teach half-time.

Leanne Van Dyk taught a two-week

summer school course, “Global Con-

versations in Theology,” at Regent

College in Vancouver, B.C. in July.

In August Geneva Press published Dr.

Van Dyk’s book, Believing in Jesus

Christ, as part of the Foundations of

Christian Faith Series.  

Robert Van Voorst, Professor of

New Testament, has been appointed

the editor of the Reformed Review,

Western Seminary’s theological jour-

nal.  In July he traveled his greatest

distance ever to do Sunday morning

services — to the Reformed and

Christian Reformed churches in Prairie

View, Kansas.  In October he

preached at the installation service of

Chris DeGraaf, a 2002 WTS graduate,

at the Reformed Church of Fonda,

New York.

President Dennis Voskuil appointed

Steven Chase as Resident Associate

Professor of Christian Spirituality for

the 2002-03 academic year.  Dr.

Chase has extensive training and

experience in

Christian spiri-

tual disciplines,

theology, and

church history.

His responsibili-

ties include

teaching, spiri-

tual direction of

groups and

individuals, and advising and mentor-

ing Th.M. and D.Min. students.

As part of its “Classics of Western

Spirituality Series,” Paulist Press pub-

lished Steven Chase’s book, Angelic

Spirituality: Medieval Perspectives on

the Ways of Angels, in October.

On September 8, George Brown,

Professor of Christian Education,

preached at the Uniting Reformed

Church of New Town, Wellington,

South Africa.  

A recently released video, Children

in the Sanctuary, features Dr. Brown

as the RCA spokesperson. The video

and an accompanying study guide is

about involving children in a congrega-

tion’s worship life.  It was a joint ven-

ture of the Cumberland Presbyterian

Church, the Moravian Church, Presby-

terian Church (USA), Reformed

Church in America, and the Presbyter-

ian Church in Canada.  

Two Western professors con-

tributed to the RCA Conference,

Learning for Life:  Celebrate the Call

on October 4 in Holland, MI.

Matthew Floding, Director of Forma-

tion for Ministry, presented a workshop

on “Spiritual Nourishment for Lead-

ers.”  George Brown, Professor of

Christian Education, led a workshop

entitled, “Cultivating Gifts for Ministry.”

Over 80 educators and youth workers

from around the country attended the

event.

Chris Kaiser, Professor of Sys-

tematic Theology, led a retreat for

Albany Synod at Camp Fowler, NY,

on Oct. 6-8.  The general topic was

“Secrets of the Night Sky: Theological

Reflection on the Universe.”  Dr. Kaiser

presented “A Fourfold Vision of Sci-

ence” in which he discussed the ten-

sions and interconnections of the

cosmic foundation, anthropological

foundation, cultural basis, and socio-

logical basis that make the practice of

science possible.

On October 18, Dennis Voskuil,

President and Professor of Church

History, led a session on “Teacher as

Mentor, Mentor as Teacher” at the

De Pree Leadership Conference in

Ontario, California.  On November 16,

he spoke on the topic, “Why

Reformed?” at the men’s conference

at First Reformed Church in St.

Catharines, Ontario, Canada.

Eerdmans/Brill’s Volume 3 of The

Encyclopedia of Christianity will include

an article on “Obedience” by David

Stubbs, Assistant Professor of Ethics

and Theology.  

On November 4 Dr. Stubbs spoke

on “Practices, Core Practices, and the

Work of the Holy Spirit” at a meeting

of the Institute of Reformed Theology

held at Western Seminary.  

He will teach a class at Christ

Memorial in Holland, MI on Feb 9,

2003 at 10:30am entitled, “Salvation

and Union with Christ.”

Robert Coughenour, Emeritus

Professor of Old Testament, was

named a 2002 Distinguished Alum-

nus at the Indiana University of Penn-

sylvania on March 23, 2002.  He

earned his Bachelor of Science

degree in music education from IUP

in 1953.  The university awarded him

for his outstanding lifetime accom-

plishments in biblical studies and

music.  From 1975 until he retired in

1994, Dr. Coughenour taught Old

Testament and Biblical Archeology at

Western Seminary.

In February I. John Hesselink,

Emeritus Professor of Systematic The-

ology, gave the keynote address at the

Asian Calvin Studies Congress.  In

August he preached at the opening

worship service of the International

Calvin Congress at Princeton Semi-

nary.  His essay, “Karl Barth on

Prayer,” was included in this year’s

50th anniversary edition of Karl Barth:

Prayer.  

Tomoaki and Junichi Ikenaga have

translated the Spring 1998 issue of

The Reformed Review, which was a

tribute to Dr. Hesselink on the occa-

sion of his retirement.  It is now avail-

able as a book in Japanese, New Per-

spectives on Reformed Theology.  

James Cook, Emeritus Professor

of New Testament, edited The Church

Speaks, Vol. 2.  It was presented at

General Synod this year as No. 40 in

the Historical Series of the Reformed

Church in America.  The volume con-

tains the papers of the Commission on

Theology, 1985-2000.

Faculty News

Continuing Education for Christian Training and Service

CON   ECTSn



7A PUBLICATION OF WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Mike Van Rees ‘96 is the pastor of Prairie
Ridge Church in Ankeny, Iowa

What did you think you were going to
be when you grew up?  
A professional baseball player – but any

judge of athletic talent knew that I was
not!  Mostly, I had planned on being a
doctor.  I was a pre-med student in col-
lege until I recognized that God was lead-
ing me in a different direction.

What or who influenced you to go into
ministry?
At Northwestern I began to consider

God inviting me to
invest my life into
fulltime Kingdom
service.  I recog-
nized one thing
missing with this
potential calling...
the gifts.  I didn’t
have them.  I told
God I was willing,
but He would need
to provide the gifts.
(My story lives out
the saying, “God
does not call the
gifted.  He gifts the
called.”)  
I brought all of this

to the chaplain, Matt Floding.  Matt came
alongside of me, opening up opportunities
to get involved in ministry and to grow in
leadership.  Without his encouragement
and mentoring I probably would be a doc-
tor (on most days I am thankful!).  The
manner in which Matt believed in me
when my ministry gifts were raw at best
continues to serve as a guiding principle.
I hope God uses me to see potential in
others, to invest in them, and to equip
them to be Kingdom servants.

What had the most effect on you at
Western Seminary?
Two things.  The first is a relationship

with fellow classmate Rob Link.  We met
the first day of summer Greek and quickly
became best friends.  He was and contin-
ues to be the brother I never had.  It is a
deep joy to have experienced community
through the seminary that will last a life-
time. 

The second lasting impact came
through my observations of Dennis
Voskuil, witnessing his passion for
Christ, belief in the Church, and his
transformational leadership.  He lived

things that you just can’t
teach in a classroom.  I
learned much from
watching him lead change
while at the same time
cast vision and create
unity.  While I was at the
seminary, Dennis left a
rewarding job as a college
professor to take on the
challenging role of leading the seminary.
Throughout my life I hope to follow the
example of his faith and courage... giving
up the comfortable to embrace the chal-
lenging.  The fruit of his leadership is

clearly evident.  

How have you
benefited from
your lifelong
affiliation with
Meredith Drive
Reformed
Church?  
I am so grate-

ful for how they
have equipped
me.  I recognize
that when they
created a posi-
tion for me as I
graduated from
WTS, their pri-

mary purpose was not to meet their needs
as a church but to meet my needs as a
raw leader.  They asked me to come,
experiment,
learn, grow, and
discover my
specific call-
ing—no strings
attached.  They
have been a
wonderful
model of the
church seeing
beyond itself
and investing in
the future. 
God has used

Tony Vis power-
fully in my life.
I have been shaped by his wisdom, teach-
ing, heart for the church, and his commit-
ment to me.  I would not have started a
church just two years after seminary
without his support. 

What was going through your mind
prior to launching Prairie Ridge?
That I should have been a doctor!  As I

approached the launch, I experienced a
deep sense of inadequacy.  I realized, “I
can’t do this.  I am in way over my head
and involved in something that is much
bigger, much better, and much deeper
than anything of me.”  I continue to expe-
rience complete dependence on God.  In
Matthew 16:18 Jesus says, “I build my
church and the gates of hell will not over-
come it.”  My role is to believe that, listen
for Him, and follow. 

What has surprised you about starting

a new church?
That this church bears so
many similarities to the New
Testament Church.  I have
experienced the power of God
firsthand.  I have felt His ache
for the lost.  I have seen the
broken restored; the hurting
healed; the afflicted comforted;
the comfortable afflicted; the

empty filled.  I have seen life after life
transformed by Jesus Christ and empow-
ered by the Holy Spirit.   

How has Prairie Ridge grown?
We began with a core group of 40 peo-

ple and four years later we’re worshipping
with 600 people.  Yet, the greatest joy is
not in the how many, but in the whom.
Around 65% of the people were not
involved in church before joining us.  We
are truly living in an age where we are the
mission field.  
The scope of our ministry has

changed, but our purpose and strategy
have not.  Our purpose is to reach the
lost and build the found into fully devot-
ed followers of Jesus Christ.  We fulfill
this mission by creating a church of
small groups.  Most of our discipleship,
care, service, and leadership develop-
ment are done through our commitment
to small groups.  We also emphasize that
the Christian faith is a personal relation-
ship with a risen Savior rather than a rit-
ual or family tradition.  I’ve been amazed

at the number of people
who never got this growing
up. 
We are very focused on

being culturally relevant
while remaining doctrinally
pure.  I believe that the
incarnation of Jesus
Christ…his willingness to
meet us where we are…is
the model for the church.  

What are your hopes and
plans for the future?
I am still hanging on to

the hope that a scout from
the Los Angeles Dodgers will call me up
and make an offer I can’t refuse!  Until
then, I believe that the church is the hope
of the world.  I cannot imagine giving my
life to anything else.  It is my prayer that
God continues to give me the grace to
effectively lead the church for the rest of
my days.  

Staff member Kevin Jansma and Pastor Mike Van Rees 
baptize a member during a ceremony in August, 2002

Rev. Mike Van Rees
WTS ‘96

Alum Profile

LifeNotes

b. Des Moines, IA, 1970
B.A. Northwestern College (philosophy and 

sociology), 1993; M.Div. Western Seminary ‘96
Married Sarah Menning in 1996; children:  

Caleb, 3; Olivia, 1.5
1996-98 – Pastor of Outreach, Meredith Drive 

Reformed Church, Des Moines, IA
1998-present – Pastor, Prairie Ridge Church, 

Ankeny, IA

“Mike was baptized here at Meredith
Drive as an infant, so he is a son of this
church.  An unusual angle to his story is
that he returned to his “home” church to
learn and grow... and then launched a
new church with members from that
home church.  It has been an incredible
thrill for our congregation to watch the
wonderful way in which God is using
Mike and the others sent out from our
midst to make a significant impact for
Christ in the community of Ankeny.”

Rev. Tony Vis
Meredith Drive Reformed Church
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News
Harold Lay ’71 and his wife Marilyn trav-
eled to Khartoum, The Sudan, Africa, in
July 2002 as Reformed Church Volunteer
Missioners. Harold taught a course in  Bib-
lical Interpretation at Nile Theological Col-
lege, an institution that prepares persons to
serve as pastors in Presbyterian churches
in The Sudan.

Thomas Bartha ‘81, who pastored Ada
Community Reformed Church (Ada, MI) for
the last 14 years, moved to New Jersey in
August with his wife Mary and twin teenage
daughters to fill the position of Senior Pas-
tor at the Pompton Reformed Church in
Pompton Lakes, NJ.

Douglas van Gessel ‘56 and his wife
Joyce are in their tenth year of volunteer
ministry aboard cruise ships.  They will
serve as pastor/counselors for a four-month
Holland America Lines “Five Continent
Cruise” beginning January 4, 2003.  They
meet spiritual and emotional needs of pas-
sengers, staff and crew by means of wor-
ship services, Bible studies, counseling and
public relations. They are part of a com-
plete community on board with three doc-
tors, three nurses, one dentist, a Rabbi,
and a Priest.
“The wonderful part is that about 50% of

the passengers are repeat customers,”
says Doug, “so we develop relationships
like we would in a congregation. We have
had Muslim conversions, memorial ser-
vices, and counseling everything from
death, spousal abuse and just plain loneli-
ness on the part of crewmembers who are
away at sea for 11-14 months.”  Joyce
adds, “It is a joy to share Jesus throughout
the world in retirement.”

Gordon Waddilove ’82 works part-time as
the Pastoral Care Coordinator of “Along-
side Ministries,” a ministry to pastors and
missionaries in Richland, MI.  He works full
time as a computerized banking instructor
at Kent Intermediate School  District of

Michigan.  Gordon earned his Masters in
Career and Technical Education in 2000.

On April 23, Senator Charles Grassley of
Iowa presented a reading on the U.S. Sen-
ate Floor acknowledging the work done by
the Rev. Ken Dykstra ’46 during his years
of ministry.  The reading made mention of
Ken’s years as senior pastor of Third
Reformed Church in Pella, IA, during which
he also served as ambassador for the RCA
to Mexico and India.  After retiring, Ken
served as a minister of calling, and he con-
tinued influential work in prison ministry.  A
framed parchment was presented to Pastor
Ken for Father’s Day and now hangs in his
office.  It was all a very big surprise to Ken.

Happy Foster Kinnear ‘2000 has taken
the position of Associate Pastor at First
Presbyterian Church in Asheboro, NC.

As of July 2000, Phil Somsen ’78 is the
Coordinator of Spiritual Care at Trinity
Regional Medical Center in Fort Dodge, IA.
He became board certified in March 2002
with the Association of Professional Chap-
lains.  In its February 2002 issue, the
Church Herald published two articles
Phil wrote on end of life care and Advanced
Directive.  He is a Parish Associate with the
local Presbyterian church where he and his
family are members.

In April, Satoru Itoh ’90 left Hokusei
Gakuen Women’s Junior College as chap-
lain and assistant professor to accept the
call to be a university chaplain and an
assistant professor in the Literature depart-
ment at Aoyama Gakuin University in
Tokyo, Japan. 

A former student at WTS (1967-68),
Robert Cueni, has become the President
of Lexington Theological Seminary in Lex-
ington, KY.  Bob is the fourth former stu-
dent to become a seminary president:
Richard Mouw at Fuller, Norman Kansfield
‘65 at New Brunswick, Dennis Voskuil ‘69

at WTS, and now Robert Cueni at Lexing-
ton.

on to Glory...
Jerome Bernard De Jong ‘44
b. Boyden, IA 3/29/20
d. South Holland, IL 10/27/02
Hope College ’41; WTS ‘44
Reformed Churches served:
First, Lodi, NJ (1944-46)
Second, Patterson, NJ (1946-52)
First Englewood, Chicago, IL (1952-58)
Immanuel, Grand Rapids, MI (1958-71)
Faith, South Holland, IL (1971-79)
Bethany, Grand Rapids, MI (1979-85)

William C. Bennett ‘52
b. Hoboken, NJ 9/2/21
d. Grand Rapids, MI 7/20/02
Hope College ’49; WTS ‘52
Reformed Churches served:
Elmendorf, New York City, NY (1952-56)
Athenia, Clifton, NJ (1956-65)
First, Pompton Plains, NJ (1965)
When he passed away, he was a member
of Third Reformed in Holland, MI

Herman J. Ridder ‘52
b. Lansing, IL 7/28/25
d. Grand Rapids, MI 8/8/02
Hope College ’49; WTS ‘52
Reformed Churches served: 
Homewood, IL (1952-56)
First, Pella, IA (1956-60)
Central, Grand Rapids, MI (1971-83)
Crystal Cathedral, Garden Grove, CA (1983-
88)
Also served as:
Minister of Evangelism, RCA (1960-63)
President of Western Seminary (1963-69)
President of Western Seminary and New
Brunswick Seminary (1969-71)

Wilson Rinker ‘53
b. Saylorsburg, PA 3/21/21 
d. Orange, CA 6/23/02
PA College of Technology ‘50; WTS ‘53  
Reformed Churches served: 

Ebenezer, Holland, MI (1953-55)
Church of the Chimes, San Jose, CA
(1962-64)
Dismissed to the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church in 1965
Planted San Jose Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, San Jose, CA (1965-70)
Long Beach Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Long Beach, CA (1970-77)
Planted Sonora Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Sonora, CA (1977-93)
Also served:
Chief Chaplain in the California State Militia 
Minister of Calling, Covenant Presbyterian,
Orange, CA (1993-)

Harvey Ward Van Farowe ‘60
b. Zeeland, MI 7/11/34 
d. Hamilton, MI 6/27/02
Hope College ’57; WTS ‘60
Reformed Churches served: 
Emmanuel, Clinton, WI (1960-65)
First, Chatham, Ontario, CAN (1965-70)
Guelph, Ontario, CAN (1970-78)
Hope, Westfield, ND (1978-88)

John Albert Hamersma ‘62
b. Paterson, NJ 4/30/23 
d. Lakehurst, NJ 6/21/02
Hope College ’59; WTS ‘62  
Reformed Churches served: 
Atwood, Ellsworth, MI (1962-64)
Fairfield, NJ (1964-81)
North New Brunswick, NJ (1981-86)

Gary Vande Kamp ‘62
b. Hollandale, MN 12/10/34 
d. Altoona, IA 9/21/02
Central College ’56; WTS ‘62
Reformed Churches served: 
Bethel, Bellflower, CA (1962-66)
First, Rock Rapids, IA (1966-70)
Calvary, Des Moines, IA (1970-78)
Adventure Life, Altoona, IA (1978-90)
Bethel, Sheldon, IA (1990-95)

Charles Kariuki ’02 (Th.M.)
b. Kenya, Jan. ‘57
d. Nairobi, Kenya, 10/26/02
East Africa School of Theology, ‘88
Asian Centre for Theological Studies & Mis-
sion, ’93; WTS Th.M. ‘02
Ordained in 1987 and served as pastor of
several large Pentecostal churches in
Nairobi for ten years.  He was also the
leader of a pastors training group in Nairobi.
Charles died of injuries suffered in a traffic
accident in September. 

Necrologist:  Glen Bruggers ‘51

Let classmates and colleagues know about the milestones in your life. Send your news items to “Alumline”,
Western Theological Seminary, 101 E. Thirteenth St., Holland, MI 49423; fax 616-392-7717; or email 
carlaw@westernsem.org.  There is also a bulletin board link at www.westernsem.org/people/alumni.


