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Like you, our students,
faculty and staff were
stunned by the events of
September 11.  I received
word of the attacks just as
our community gathered for
daily worship.  At the coffee
time following worship, I
announced the horrific news
and led our community in a
prayer for the victims of the
attack.  Later that morning,
folks from Western Seminary
joined others from Hope Col-
lege for a time of prayer in
the college’s Pine Grove.
That afternoon, the students,
faculty and staff joined me in
a circle of prayer and reflec-
tion.
As I read through the

Psalter, God helped me to
begin to put this catastroph-
ic event into an eternal per-
spective.  “God is our refuge
and strength, a very present
help in trouble... God is in
the midst of the city; it shall
not be moved; God will help
it when the morning dawns”
(Psalm 46:1,5).
During this season of

Thanksgiving, we are espe-
cially grateful for our com-
munity’s health and safety.
Moreover, we are grateful for
the privilege of preparing
men and women to serve the
church of Jesus Christ.  
The need is great.  Our cit-

izens are increasingly looking
to the church and its leaders
for a word from God.  Our
mission has been reaffirmed.
Thank you for being partners
in this important ministry.
Grace and Peace in Christ,

DNV
President Dennis N. Voskuil

Notes from 

Making Experience Count

Is experience the best teacher?  Is it enough sim-ply to be there, go through the motions, and
learn the routine?  

“A person can have twenty years of experience, but
if that involves repeating the first year twenty times,
how is that person growing?  How can that type of
leadership benefit the congregation and help them
to grow?” asks Dr. George Brown, G.W. and Eddie
Haworth Professor of Christian Education.  “From
their very first week here, we teach the students
that critical reflection on our experiences makes all
the difference between one year of experience
repeated over and over and experience from which
we can learn and grow.”

During the first year in the M.Div. program stu-
dents explore cultural awareness, spiritual forma-
tion, and discernment of call.  The second year they
focus on caring, teaching, and evangelizing.
Preaching, worship, and group leadership are given
priority in the senior year.  

The peer groups play a crucial part in each stu-
dent’s exploration as they process what has taken
place in the teaching churches that week.  The
experiences are critically evaluated, discussed, and
applied to current themes. 

“Each year in peer group is different,” explains
senior Edie Lenz.  “This year we’re dealing with
more practical issues, but our first year we would
not have been ready for discussions like this.  Now
it feels natural.”

“Our very first time in peer group we had to be so
open and honest right away,” says BJ Van Kals-
beek.  “We were sharing our heart with people we
had only known six hours!”  Others in his peer
group agree that it was a bit unnerving but are
quick to point out how beneficial it was.

(continued on page 2)

Master of Divinity candidates
are formed for ministry through a
“learning web” which blends min-
istry experiences, classes, and a
process of theological discernment
into a well-integrated education.
This involves four areas:

1. Ministry setting or “Teaching
Church” – a place where stu-
dents observe and practice 
ministry under the guidance of 
a mentor; 5-10 hours per week

2. Learning Web Seminar – the 
weekly seminar is the center of
the “web”.  It is where faculty 
help students link their teach-
ing church experience, semi-
nary courses, and peer group 
reflections with learning web 
themes such as spiritual for
mation, discernment, caring, 
teaching, witnessing, and lead-
ing; 1 hour per week 

3. Peer Group – a group discus-
sion facilitated by an experi-
enced pastor or layperson who 
challenges and supports stu-
dents as they reflect on their 
ministry experiences and on 
subjects covered in the Learn-

ing Web Seminar; 1 hour per 
week

4. Learning Web Team – faculty, 
peer group facilitators, and 
teaching church mentors who 
meet regularly to confer about 
the candidate’s progress.

A senior peer group led by Rev. Doug Van Bronkhorst of 
First Reformed in Grandville, MI

Being Formed 
for Ministry

Students learn that it’s not enough to
“do” ministry – the experience has to
change them, and the way that happens
is when they are willing to talk about it
and open themselves up for input from
others.  

“The peer group can be a place where
students are forged under fire,” says Dr.
Brown.  “It is a community of account-
ability, prayer, and support, but also a
community of critique and challenge.”

For some students like Chris DeBlaay,
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Neither of us ever expected to
be doing this — serving in min-
istry as a “clergy couple”…or
even serving in ministry at all.
We both started seminary as
second career students, and we
were both a bit surprised to
find ourselves there at all. 
We had done quite well in

our twenties.  Each of us had a
home and a good career, Doug
in finance and Kristi in com-
munications.  But each of us
was also feeling pulled to min-
istry.  The first logical step was
to start seminary, having a
vaguely defined but powerful
sense of call, hoping for greater
clarity and wondering where
we’d end up.
As we became better friends

and finally started dating, we
realized that part of the call
that had pulled us to seminary
was also drawing us to each
other.  We talked about mar-
riage and ministry, and after
deep and lengthy discussions
about our strong sense of call,
we discovered that God was
calling us and had gifted us to
be a ministerial couple.
Certainly being co-pastors is

nothing new.  We know of sev-
eral clergy couples (people have
a way of meeting and falling in
love at seminary) who are
actively ministering in congre-
gations together. But it was a
new idea for us!  As with any
new venture, we had concerns
and fears, but they quickly dis-
solved in the confirmation we
received.  
God led us into conversation

with Bethany Reformed Church
in Albany, NY.  This congrega-
tion was open and excited
about stepping out in faith with
us to explore the world of co-
pastors.  We accepted the call
and the new role for our lives.
With two perspectives and

the ministry gifts of two individ-
uals, we wondered if the con-
gregation would have difficulty
seeing us both as their pastors.
There was no need to worry.  In
the short time we have been at
Bethany, the people have
warmly opened themselves to a
new ministry, and while our
relationship with the congrega-
tion is still quite new, we
already see great blessings.  
Sharing pastoral responsibili-

ties gives us time to stay
refreshed and excited.  It also

allows us to build upon each
other’s strengths and to
encourage each other to grow
and stretch in ministerial iden-
tity.  
Having been married less

than 11/2 years ago, we entered
this ministry very aware that
we would need to establish
healthy boundaries to keep our
marriage growing and not be
squelched by the “business” of
parish ministry.  This has
turned out to be more of a
challenge than we expected,
but the pastor who gave the
charge to us at our installation
service helped in this area
greatly.  He challenged us to
take at least one hour each day
and one day each week com-
pletely “off” — to spend time
with each other talking about
anything but our work and our
ministry. 
Our congregation took him

quite literally, and they have
been so helpful in encouraging
us to take our time off,
applauding us when we do and
scolding us when we don’t.  We
have begun the habit of taking
short day trips once a week,
exploring this beautiful area
and enjoying time together
away from church.
Our favorite memory so far

was when two couples
approached us and asked to be
married on the same day.
Kristi explained to the second
couple that Doug was already
“booked.”  However, since we
are both ordained clergy, we
could each do a wedding —
provided they didn’t both want
the church at the same time.
Doug performed the first wed-
ding at 1:00, and Kristi per-
formed the second at 3:00.
What a day!
We’ve also enjoyed the bene-

fits of being able to work
together in many other pastoral
situations.  It’s great to be able
to make difficult pastoral calls
together, officiate at funerals
together, and to plan and lead
worship together.  Sometimes
we wonder how other ministers
do all these things alone!  For
us, it is a real blessing and joy
to be able to serve as a couple
in the ministry of Jesus Christ.

Reflections of Ministry

Starting Out
by Doug & Kristi Kiel

__________
Doug ‘00 and Kristi ‘01 Kiel are

co-pastors of Bethany Reformed
Church in Albany, NY.

the very idea of collegiality is what drew him to Western
in the first place.   “Sharing what happened at your
teaching church that week or what you’re struggling
with is so valuable when you’re with a group of people
you’ve come to trust,” he comments.  “I’d like to do more
of it.”  

The concept of a mentoring peer group is something that
students will take with them into ministry.  They are
learning a model of peer interaction that will compel
them to seek out other ministers to form groups in their
new communities.  This important tool can serve as a
source of encouragement and growth for pastors, just as
it currently does for them as seminarians.  Also, in a
very basic way, it helps them learn how to get along with
a variety of people in a group – a skill that will serve
them well in future consistory and governing board
meetings.

Without the peer groups, students say they would not be
as “communal” and they would lose the opportunity to
get to know other people in such a deep way.  It creates
bonds like nothing else could. 

The facilitator of the group, an experienced pastor, talks
about his or her own experiences and leads the discus-
sion, keeping enough structure to cover important topics
related to the Learning Web yet remaining flexible to
accommodate twists and turns in the conversation.

That one hour a week passes by quickly.  Sometimes
conversations spill out into the hallway, continue in stu-
dents’ homes or pick up again during morning coffee
break in the Commons.  Learning, stretching, growing,
caring about each other…it all puts “experience” into a
larger framework.  
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Schedule of Events
To register, call LuAnne Van Slooten at 616-392-8555

Jan 29 Terry Lapinsky - PREPARE/ENRICH seminar
Pre-marital and marriage counseling training
9:00-4:00 p.m., Semelink Hall, $125 including lunch

March 19 Don Postema - Sabbath for Pastors
Workshop
Semelink Hall, $45 including lunch

April Ridder Leadership Conference
9-10 The Transforming Church

Jim Herrington
$45, First Reformed Church, Holland

April Charles Olsen - From Managers to Spiritual 
23 Leaders

Workshop 1 of 2 (second one in Fall, date TBD)
$90 for 2-part workshop, including lunches

June Greece:  Spirituality, Art, & Architecture
6-24 Overseas CONnECTS trip with WTS Professor

Emeritus of Historical Theology, Don Bruggink
(donb@westernsem.org or 616-392-8555)
Deposit of $500 reserves cost from Chicago (TBD)

June Sonja Stewart workshops
18-21 June 18-21 - “Children and Worship”
& June 26-28 - “Following Jesus”

26-28 For information or to register, call Sally at 
616-392-8555

Continuing Education for Christian Training and Service

CON   ECTSn

(continued from page 1)
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What led you to the ministry?
I’ve always had an interest in religion and
politics.  I was in college during the Vietnam
era.  The chaplain at Hope College at that
time, Bill Hillegonds, modeled what it was
like to be a pastor wrestling with the issues
of the day, seeking to bring Christian faith
to bear on those issues and what that
meant for one’s life.  During my senior year
I was drawn more and more in that direc-
tion, so I applied to seminary.  

At that time the draft was conducting the
lottery.  You’d get a lottery number, there
was a drawing, and people in the low num-
bers were very likely to be drafted for Viet-
nam. You didn’t know which it was going to
be until that day of the lottery.  My number
was 130, so it was pretty close, but they
didn’t draft me.  It’s hard for people today to
relate to that sense of having your life back,
but up until that time, we really didn’t
know.  Then I had to face why I was going
to seminary:  was it for the deferment to
avoid the draft, and now that I didn’t need
that anymore, would I still go?  I concluded
that in a positive way I was being led to
seminary, so I followed through on it.

Several years later, your life switched
gears.  How?
When I was in Iowa as a pastor I went
through a clergy career-counseling program.
The program consisted of taking a whole
battery of tests – psychological, personality,
vocational – and discussing them with a
counselor who specialized in working with
clergy.  One of the enlightening conclusions
we reached was that I function much better
in structured environments than in
unstructured ones.  Well, being the pastor
of a little church in Iowa put the responsi-
bility to create structure and manage my
work squarely on me, and I really didn’t
have good skills to do that.  The career-
counseling program pointed to possible
working environments that would fit much
better with who I was.  Few places would be
more highly structured than an academic

institution and a library!
It was one of those light
bulb experiences.  I had
never thought of it before.

Has your job at Western
changed over the years?
When I first came here in
1985, Hope College and
Western Seminary were
beginning to automate
the library on a joint com-
puter system.  For a num-
ber of years a lot of my
time and effort went into reshaping and
moving all of our processes, procedures and
records into electronic format.  Once we had
made the complete transition, I took on
some other roles at the seminary.  I became
involved in the Doctor of Ministry program,
taught Christian Ethics, and took part in
the Cultural Immersion trips. 

What impact did that first Cultural
Immersion trip have on you? 
In 1993 I traveled with a group of students
to El Salvador.  Going there became a defin-
ing time for me.  Since the civil war in El
Salvador had just ended a year before, it
tied back to my interest in politics and reli-
gion.  We were there with people who had
been very involved in the war, many of them
victims.  We were thrust into all the ten-
sions between various groups and into
questions about the role of the church.  I
heard and saw very difficult things.  I real-
ized that there was much to learn from the
people in that area and their struggles.  

How do the cultural immersion trips ben-
efit the students?
They have become one of the key pieces in
the curriculum, especially since students
take the missional church course and
learning lab right before going.  Being in
another culture forces you to face yourself,
your biases, and your ways of looking at the
world.  Students are making the connec-
tions and seeing things that they didn’t
really see before.

What do you want students to learn from
your course, “Theology and Ministry in
the Computer Age?”
There is so much that is available
through the Internet, but it doesn’t
have everything.  Students need to
realize that and develop strong criti-
cal skills of how to evaluate what
they find.  The tendency is to
accept information at face value.
The structure of the Internet lends
itself to that.  You can do a search
and get a list of hits that match it,
and the impression is that every-
thing is equally valid.  It’s not.

I also want students to think theo-
logically about how computers
affect who we are as human beings.
Our modern world has been char-
acterized as the age of information.
We gather pieces of facts and, like
the computer, our job is to process,

with Paul Smith

Faculty Interview

give output, and do something with that
information.  Well, interestingly, if you look
up the word “information” in a concor-
dance, that word occurs only a handful of
times in the Bible.  The world of the Bible is
not a world of information.  If you look up
another word – “wisdom” – that word
occurs a lot.  It is a relational term.  A wise
person is one who is in relationship with
God.  In the world of the Bible, it’s not what
you know; it’s whom you know.  It’s so nat-
ural to look at everything through the lens
of the world we live in.  We need to work
hard to see the world the way the Bible
does, recapturing that primacy of wisdom
rather than information.

You were recently named to the post of
Western’s Coordinator of the Strategic
Plan.  What will you be doing?
In the next couple of years I will work with
committees to help them establish goals
and specific timelines for the three initia-
tives of the Strategic Plan.  We’ll create
ways to accomplish the tasks.  I’ll be the
person who has a sense of the whole.  As I
move among the groups, I’ll be able to con-
nect the potential touch points where, for
example, what is happening with continu-
ing education has implications for the
building project or distance education.  

Recently I heard someone say that every-
thing you see around you is the answer to a
question.  Even the chair you’re sitting on
started with someone thinking about what

As Director of Beardslee Library for over
fifteen years, Paul Smith has discovered
that information is not the key to all
knowledge.

Rev. Paul Smith, Director of Beardslee Library, Associate Professor of
Theological Bibliography, and Strategic Planning Coordinator

Paul & Loretta Smith
Western Seminary graduation, 1976

Lifenotes

b. Holland, Michigan, 1950
B.A. Philosophy & Political Science, Hope College, 

1972; M.Div. (1976) and Th.M. Historical Theology 
(1979), Western Theological Seminary; M.A. 
Library Science, University of Iowa, 1984

Married Loretta Beukelman in 1974; two children:  
Emilie, 20, and Geoffrey, 16

77-79 – Assoc. Pastor at Lakeland Reformed Church, 
Vicksburg, MI

80-83 - Pastor at Bethany Reformed Church, 
Belmont, IA

84-85 - Public Services Librarian at Yale University 
Divinity School, New Haven, CT

July 1, 1985 - present - Director of Beardslee Library, 
Western Theological Seminary

(continued on page 4)
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At 5:30 am it was still
quite dark.  A slow steam
rose off the blacktop of the
damp streets.  Driving
through Holland on that
summer morning, I felt as
if I was leaving under the
cover of night before the
town could wake up and
convince me not to go.  I
was headed to Dumont,
Iowa.  For all I knew, I was
headed to wide-open
spaces, lonely nights, and
corn. 
Upon arrival, there was

not much to convince me
otherwise.
There are two streets into

Dumont.  The first takes you past a junkyard lined with cars
waiting to be dismantled and sold for parts.  Across from
that sits some kind of mechanic shop, but the cement is
cracked, the painted is chipped, and the grounds are covered
with weeds.  It’s not too inviting.  The second street into
Dumont, past the Hi-Way Cafe, presents you with some kind
of silver dome and a co-op elevator.  Here the grounds are
bare and dry. 
That first day, I couldn’t bring myself to cross the thresh-

old into Dumont, so I drove on.  After about thirty minutes I
found myself at the front door of the people with whom I
would be staying. My finger moved in slow motion towards
the bell, and the ring seemed to echo into eternity…
But with that ring everything changed.
I was greeted warmly, not

only initially, but also for
every day of the ten weeks I
was there.  The town grew as
I walked the streets.  The
grass looked greener, the
trees looked bigger, and the
corn looked tastier.  The more
people I met and the more
stories we shared, the more I realized I had entered into
something.  It was something bigger than me and bigger
than Dumont.  It didn’t take long to realize that I had
entered into God’s activity in Dumont, Iowa.  Once I realized
that I wasn’t bringing God to Dumont, it was a joy for me to
participate in God’s plans and purposes. 
Having had a taste of the real thing, I can’t wait for the

feast to begin. …I just hope it involves sweet corn!!

Peter TeWinkle
Senior, M.Div.
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kind of chair it should be.  Whatever WTS is like five years from now
is going to be because of the questions we are asking right now.  Part
of my position is to help us to ask the right questions.

With all of this responsibility at work, how do you relieve stress?
I work out at the gym about four times a week; that helps a lot.  And
golf.  I make my own clubs.  It’s fun for me.  A lot of the world that I
live in is ideas, and making golf clubs is the hands-on, making-some-
thing-that-you-can-use piece.  

And your favorite author?
Garrison Keillor, his Lake Wobegon Days in particular.  I’m still sort of
a small town boy like him, and that world of Lake Wobegon is the
world I grew up in.  I was a preacher’s kid in Iowa, first in a town of
400 and then a town of 100.  Keillor has an incredible talent for cap-
turing that world, and I’ve thought for a long time that Lake Wobegon
Days should be required reading for Western graduates who are going
to go serve in a small town.

Faculty Notes
Matthew Floding, Director of Formation for Ministry,

received a Lilly Endowment Inc. grant to plan a theological
program for high school youth to assist them in discerning
their call in God’s world.  The proposal includes a collabo-
ration of Western with the three RCA colleges:  Central,
Hope and Northwestern.
On April 3, 2001 Dr. Floding preached “Word & Spirit,

Submission & Service” in John Brown University’s Chapel
Service.  He also consulted with administration, campus
ministry and residence life staff on “a vision for spiritual
formation” at John Brown University.
Sonja Stewart, Professor of Christian Education,

received the “Distinguished Alumni Award” at Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary on April 27, 2001.  Also in April, she
led worship for RCA theologically trained women at Day-
tona Beach, FL.  By invitation Dr. Stewart attended a Sym-
posium on Original Culture and Contemporary Education
in China for two weeks in September.

With idealism as our fuel and passion as our compass,
Betsy and I headed west to serve God in A Christian Ministry
in the National Parks.  Our summer assignment:  Grant Vil-
lage, Yellowstone National Park, where we worked a secular
job and led worship services for employees and visitors.
Being Calvinist, God found it in good humor to have us
working in housekeeping.  Each day brought us the chal-
lenge of redeeming hotel rooms from their dirt by making
beds and cleaning toilets. 
We anticipated having glamorous jobs in Yellowstone, but

instead we were assigned to housekeeping.  Our dreams of
being horse wranglers or boat captains faded quickly.  
After the initial shock of our position wore off, we soon

came to learn that it was meant for us to work in housekeep-
ing.  This position taught us humility.  As soon-to-be-gradu-
ates, a master’s degree does not mean a thing when cleaning
toilets.  In Philippians 2:3 we are told “not to do anything out
of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider
others better than yourselves.”  God gave us an opportunity
to live, eat, and to work next to our fellow employees.  In
these circumstances, working humbly we were able to share
the gospel story with our fellow employees.

Faculty Interview…
(continued from page 3)

Much more than a summer job

Brian and Betsy Turnbull at the top of the middle Teton,
12,404 ft., Yellowstone National Park

Peter TeWinkle stands 
outside Dumont’s Hi-Way Café,

Dumont, Iowa

Students seeking a Master of Divinity or Master of Religious Education degree must spend 400 hours in 
full-time, supervised ministry.  Although some choose to fulfill that requirement in a year-long internship,
many 
students spend ten weeks of their summer in ministry, never knowing quite what to expect but always com-



Joy.  Jesus, Oth-
ers, Yourself.  This
simple definition from
my summer sums up
perfectly how I felt
about my summer
assignment.  Queens
Village, NY was about
the last place that I
ever expected this
small town girl to end
up, and I imagined
that I would be
stretched beyond my
imagination.
Although I was

indeed stretched in many different ways, I also found a place
to call home, and in finding that place found joy.
Working with the children in the summer day camp pro-

gram and leading them in worship, I found Jesus.  In the
shining smiling faces, I saw the love of Jesus reflected.  In
their tears and hurt, I saw the pain of Jesus.  In their hugs,
Jesus was embodied.  In the pure unadulterated joy of their
singing, dancing, and sharing in the Word, I saw ministry
take shape before my eyes.
In tending to Others, by putting others first, I discovered

the joy of ministry.  Sharing glimpses of God and prayer with
the Tuesday night Prayer and Praise group, going to the
beach with the junior high students, and passing the peace
of Christ each Sunday with hugs instead of handshakes per-
sonified for me a glimpse of the joy of fellowship we know in
Christ.
In tending to

myself last (Yourself)
I discovered myself
reflecting on my call
and feeling affirmed
in that call to min-
istry.  Being
stretched beyond my
small town Western
Michigan roots and
looking at ministry
through a new lens made it clear to
me that my joy was indeed found in
the simple definition that I taught to
my children.  Joy abounded this sum-
mer at Queens Reformed Church, and
that joy was founded in Jesus who is
our joy.

Kerri Haveman
Senior, M.Div.
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Leanne Van Dyk, Professor of Reformed Theology, wrote a
chapter, “The Formation of Vocation – Institutional and Indi-
vidual” in a recently published book by Eerdmans.  The
book, The Scope of Our Art:  The Vocation of the Theological
Teacher, is on the particular call and challenge of theological
education.  She was also the keynote speaker at the Compa-
ny of Pastors luncheon at the annual General Assembly of
the PC(USA) in Louisville, KY this past summer.
George Brown, Professor of Christian Education and

Associate Dean, served as the Western Seminary Professor of
Theology delegate to the 2001 RCA General Synod.  In June
he taught the MFCA RCA Polity Intensive Course at Central
College.  In September he joined the Presbytery of Lake
Michigan at Camp Geneva to serve as a leader for their The-
ological Reflection Day on Leadership.  On October 18-19,
Dr. Brown participated in the RCA Lay Pastoral Summit con-
vened by Carol Mutch, General Synod Past President, in
Chicago.

In July Robert Van Voorst, Professor of New Testament,
lectured on the Sermon on the Mount and the parables of
Jesus at the week-long Omaha Seminary Foundation contin-
uing education school for Presbyterian pastors.  In Septem-
ber he was appointed a Website development consultant in
the field of religious studies for the International Thomson
Publishing Company.  In October, Dr. Van Voorst and his
family participated in the 300th anniversary celebration of
the Rochester Reformed Church in Accord, NY, where he
served as minister.
The Journal of Religion and Health is publishing two

essays by Jaco Hamman, Assistant Professor of Pastoral
Care and Counseling.  They are entitled: “The Rod of Disci-
pline: Masochism, Sadism, and the Judeo-Christian Reli-
gion” (Fall 2001 issue) and “The Search to be Real: Why
Psychotherapists Become Therapists” (Winter 2001 issue).

We never dreamed that going to Yellowstone National Park
would be a cross-cultural mission experience.  When we first
arrived the environment in which we lived out our faith was
a very New Age and hedonistic one.  Some of the employees
worshiped the beauty that surrounded us, but the majority
bowed to the gods of alcohol and drugs.  This environment
quickly changed as these employees were fired or quit.  As
soon as their beds were empty, they were filled with eager
and hard working eastern Europeans.  We soon became
friends with many people from countries such as Poland,
Czech Republic, Slovak and Russia.  In time we worshiped
together and held Bible studies.  For many this was their
first encounter with Christianity.  Seeds of faith were planted

in the hearts of young
eastern Europeans in
Yellowstone.
Living in Yellowstone

National Park gave us
the daily opportunity
to witness creation
robed in splendor
singing praise to our
God and Creator of the
Universe.  Eugene
Peterson’s The Mes-
sage paraphrase of
Psalm 19 soon became
a favorite. “God’s glory
is on tour in the skies,

God-craft on exhibit across the horizon.  Madame Day holds
classes every morning.  Professor Night lectures each
evening.  Their words aren’t heard, their voices aren’t record-
ed, but their silence fills the earth:  unspoken truth is spo-
ken everywhere.”  We hiked as much as possible, to suck the
marrow out of this experience.  What an incredible summer
that we will never forget.  Our eyes were opened to God’s
beautiful creation both humanly with our new international
friends and divinely with the loveliness of Yellowstone.

Brian & Betsy Turnbull
Seniors, M.Div. 

Much more than a summer job

Brian and Betsy with an 
international friend

Kerri Haveman and Rev. Anna Jackson,
Queens Reformed Church, Queens, NY

Students seeking a Master of Divinity or Master of Religious Education degree must spend 400 hours in 
full-time, supervised ministry.  Although some choose to fulfill that requirement in a year-long internship,
many 
students spend ten weeks of their summer in ministry, never knowing quite what to expect but always com-



David Stubbs
The career path of David Stubbs had

some interesting twists and turns
before it led to teaching ethics and the-
ology to graduate students.
David started college as a piano

major and then switched to engineering
after a year.  After graduating from
Stanford University with a B.S. and an
M.S. in Civil Engineering, he worked as
a structural engineer in San Francisco
by day and played in a band at night. 
He used his varied skills by working

in college ministries and worship lead-
ership, serving as a construction man-
ager for Habitat for Humanity, teaching
English in China, and participating in
several mission service projects in the
US, Argentina, and Mexico. 

Soon a vision for teaching captured David’s interest and he decided
to go to seminary.  He received his M.Div. from Princeton Seminary
and his Ph.D. from Duke University.  He is greatly interested in the
impact that different philosophies and cultures have had on the
Church’s theological and ethical imagination.  
David and his wife, Lynn, have two children:  Connor (5) and Anna

(3).  They are enjoying life in Holland, renovating a house in the his-
toric district and becoming acquainted with the people and culture of
West Michigan.

Rich Mersman
Rich has been a familiar face around

Western Seminary for several years as
he worked after hours on a contract
basis.  With the technological needs of
the seminary increasing, WTS hired
Rich in January for a job-sharing posi-
tion with the RCA offices in Grand
Rapids.  Within months it became evi-
dent that the seminary needed Rich’s
expertise full-time, so in July he became
Western’s first Information Technology
Specialist.
Rich worked at Haworth, Inc. (office

furniture systems) for over 22 years, the
last eight as a computer system engi-
neer.  Earlier in his career he worked on
the side as a freelance professional pho-

tographer for corporate work, weddings, and family portraits.
Here at the seminary, Rich troubleshoots computer problems, han-

dles virus and firewall issues, maintains the servers and websites, runs
the network, and operates as the catch-all “computer guy” for the
seminary.  
And for fun?  “I play on my computer — isn’t that sick?” Rich

laughs.  “No, I golf and rollerblade, and there are always projects
around the house.  Occasionally I take on large ones — like restoring
an old sailboat.  You could say I like detail.”

Jaco Hamman
It has been many years since Western

Seminary had a professor who could
speak fluent Dutch!  
Jaco Hamman was born in South

Africa.  After graduating from the Univer-
sity of Port Elizabeth with a B.A. in The-
ology and Psychology and from Stellen-
bosch University with a B.Th. and M.Th.
in Clinical Pastoral Care, Jaco left his
native country in 1993 to pursue further
training in hospital chaplaincy.  After
two chaplaincy residencies, his interest
in the connection of people’s emotional,
relational, and spiritual experiences
became the focus of his Ph.D. disserta-
tion at Princeton Theological Seminary. 
Jaco spent three years as a pastoral

psychotherapist at the Blanton-Peale
Graduate Institute in New York City.  He has clinical experience as a
marriage, family, and group therapist and has served as a pastoral-the-
ological consultant in the U.S. and South Africa.  He is very interested
in helping denominations learn to understand the emotional process
(or the story that is seldom — if ever — told) of congregations.
Feeling called to teach, Jaco left the world of the clinic.  He is filled

with gratitude for the opportunity to teach in a seminary of the denomi-
nation that ordained him.  Bringing the emotional and relational worlds
in which people live into the church in a conscious manner is not only
a privilege, but a pastoral responsibility.
Jaco is enjoying his first months at Western.  He wants students to

realize that “pastoral care is not just a skill; it’s an art — the art of cre-
ating space for others to grow.”  
Jaco moved to Holland with his wife, Michelle, who is also from

South Africa.  They were surprised by the warmth and friendliness of
the Holland community and feel at home in their house on Maple
Avenue.  Jaco says that being a “four-song-walk” away (on his Walk-
man) from the Seminary campus sure beats the two hour door to door
commute he knew for years! 

Bruce Wierks
After attending classes at Western

Seminary from 1967-69, Bruce went to
the east coast for a one year intern-
ship.  He had every intention of return-

ing to Holland at the
end of the year, but
much to his sur-
prise, that one year
turned into thirty.
He finished his semi-
nary training at New
Brunswick, and
went on to pastor
First Reformed of
Chatham, NY, Boght
Reformed of Cohoes,
NY, and New Salem
Reformed of New
Salem, NY.  He also
served as the RCA’s first Director of Development
for the Extension Foundation and worked in the
securities, life insurance and realty industries.
Such a background makes Bruce an excellent fit

as the new Associate Director of Advancement,
where he will represent the seminary, cultivate
donor relationships, and help supporters plan vari-
ous means of giving to WTS.
Bruce and his wife, Mary Ann, both grew up in

Iowa and met at Northwestern College.  Mary Ann
is also an ordained RCA minister, and she is a pas-
tor at Christ Memorial Church in Holland.  They
have two children,  Christa (26) and Carl (23) and
one grandchild, Acacia (1).
“Although my ‘hometown’ has moved around a

bit,” says Bruce, “it feels good to come back home
to Holland.” 
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Dr. David Stubbs
Assistant Professor of Ethics

and Theology 

Dr. Jaco J. Hamman
Assistant Professor of Pas-
toral Care and Counseling

Rev. Bruce Wierks
Associate Director of

Advancement

Rich Mersman
IT Specialist

Who will tell?
This fall some friends of Western Seminary used Psalm 78 to illus-

trate the primary reason that they support Western.  Psalm 78:4
says, “We will not hide them from their children; we will tell to the
coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might,
and the wonders that he has done.”
It is necessary to have programs, buildings, faculty, and all the

other things that make Western Seminary able to operate, but these
are simply means to an end.  It is our desire to “tell to the coming
generation the glorious deeds of the Lord” that truly motivates us to
support the seminary.  Without your prayers and financial support
Western cannot continue to train pastors for our churches.
Did you know that during the past fiscal year, Western Seminary

received only 16% of its operational support from RCA congrega-
tions?  If not for gifts from individuals who wish to assure that the
RCA will have trained pastors for generations to come, Western
would not meet its budget this year, or likely at any point in the
future.
If we partner together in prayer and financial support, we can be

assured that the Reformed Church in America will be able to tell the
coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord for many years to
come.

Kenneth Neevel
Director of Advancement and Communication



Jonathan Etterbeek ’91 is a U.S.
Army Chaplain serving overseas with
his family in Heidelberg, Germany.

When the events of September 11
began to unfold, I was at the hospital
visiting soldiers.  I immediately proceed-
ed to the airfield and watched the devel-
opments in our Emergency Operations
Center.  I began working overtime by
visiting soldiers everywhere I could.  We
immediately started pulling guard duty
and securing the airfield.  The German
Army is also
assisting us
with security, so
that we can
continue to per-
form our mis-
sion.  Life in the
Army has
changed forever
as we learn to
fight this new
type of enemy. 
I entered

Active Duty as a
military chap-
lain on the 50th
Anniversary of
D-Day in 1994.
My first unit
was 2nd Battalion 7th Infantry (MECH),
a rapid deployment force serving in the
prestigious 18th Airborne Corps.  Upon
arrival to Fort Stewart, Georgia, I imme-
diately deployed to Kuwait for three
months, where we patrolled the Kuwait-
Iraq border. I returned home for three
weeks and immediately had to turn
around and redeploy because Saddam
Hussein had massed 70,000 troops on
the border, threatening to invade
Kuwait. I was in the first wave of 700
soldiers, and we faced them down for
the first 24 hours. Needless to say, I
had 100% attendance at my worship
services there!  
In my current position I have

deployed downrange to Bosnia.  Ironi-
cally, my soldiers and I met some Dutch
soldiers and their chaplain on the
bridge in downtown Sarajevo,
where Archduke Ferdinand was
assassinated and WWI began.
Surprisingly, the Dutch Army
chaplain and I had some similar
things in common.  He was a
minister in the Dutch Reformed
Church and had attended Calvin
Seminary.  Small world!  
Since my unit flies for generals

and VIPs, I have met some inter-
esting people such as the Secre-
tary of Defense, Chief of Staff of
the Army, etc.  However, the sol-
diers’ personal favorites were
Christie Brinkley and the Dallas
Cowboy Cheerleaders.  My favorite
was meeting Don Shula, the
coach.  My fondest memory is
playing and winning team cham-
pionships on the All Army Tennis
Team, serving as assistant coach
and head coach, and representing
the United States in international
competition in Kazakhstan, where
we played China and Russia.

A typical day for me begins with
physical training from 0630-0730.
Then I go to the rifle ranges, chemical
chamber, navigation, and road march-
ing. I ride with soldiers in their vehicles,
fly with them, and visit them in the bar-
racks, in the field, with their families at
quarters, and at the unit.  I serve
chapels in the military community and
also do services in the field.                               
The most difficult part of being in the

Army is being deployed away from my
family.  When I deployed to Kuwait the

first time, I was not able
to be present for Alexei’s
birth.  After I returned,
we planned his baptism,
but Saddam Hussein
changed our plans and
we had to postpone the
baptism until I came
home again.  Another dif-
ficulty is that it is exciting
but emotionally draining
to move my family every
two to three years all over
the world.  We miss not
being able to worship in
the familiar setting of the
Reformed Church.
Although I serve in the
midst of many warriors,

the bravest and greatest heroes I know
are my wife, Laurilee, and my children.
They make the greatest sacrifices of all.
One final thought.  Seminary did not

come easily for me, but ten years later,
I can tell you the education I received is
far superior to that of any chaplain I’ve
met in the military. No one was
required to learn both Greek and
Hebrew!  Nor can they come close to
matching the level of theology and
church history at WTS.  I have forgotten
very little and can recite classroom lec-
tures almost verbatim to this day!
When I am lonely, I think of my friends
and professors with love and gratitude.
Seminary was not easy, but it prepared
me for the difficult road that I have
traveled with my wife and children in
the service of Jesus Christ.

AlumProfile

Chaplain (Captain) 
Jonathan Etterbeek

WTS ’91

Lifenotes

b. Holland, Michigan, 1962
United States Military Academy, 1982-84; B.A. Hope 

College ’86; Western Theological Seminary ‘91
Married Laurilee Mulder, 1991; children:  Tatiana, 13; 

Anastasia, 8; and Alexei, 7
1986-87 – Army Transportation Corps Officer, 

patrolled the East-West German border along the 
Fulda Gap

1991 – Chaplain during Desert Storm, Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas

1991-1994 – Pastor, Trinity Reformed, West New 
York, NJ

1994-present – Army Military Chaplain in Georgia, 
Kuwait, California, Washington, Louisiana,
Thailand, Germany, and Bosnia

Interesting facts:
Jonathan has received eleven medals, two ribbons

and one award for his exemplary service in the mili-
tary.

He was the first member of Christ Memorial
Church in Holland to be baptized, make confirmation,
and be ordained in that church.
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WTS Mission

It is the purpose of
Western Theological
Seminary to prepare
Christians called by
God to lead the

church in mission.

Class of 2001 

Master of Divinity graduates
Patrick Blackwell – Pastor, First Reformed 

Church, Mitchell, SD
Adrian Bobb – Missionary, Nicaragua
Jonathan Boogaart-Cooper – Navy Chaplain (10 

week stints), based out of Buffalo, NY
Kiesha Chantry – Going to South Africa with her 

husband; she’ll look for a position there.
Sarah Crance – Pastor, First Reformed, Little 

Falls, NJ
Jonathan Elgersma – Senior Pastor, Faith 

Reformed Church, Zeeland, MI
Rodney Haveman – Pastor, Parkside Community 

Church, Westwood, NJ 
Shawn Hulst – Pastor of Congregational Care & 

Outreach, Fellowship Reformed Church, 
Hudsonville, MI

Mark Kamper – Minister of Discipleship, First 
Reformed Church, Cedar Grove, WI

Brian Keepers – Pastor, Bethel Reformed Church,
Sheldon, IA

Kristi Naber Kiel – Co-Pastor, Bethany Reformed 
Church, Albany, NY

Janelle Koolhaas – RCA Missionary/Teacher, 
Chiapas, Mexico

Rich McCarty – Associate Pastor, Cedar Hills 
Community Church, Cedar Rapids, IA

Kristen Meyer – Volunteer Mission Services, 
Londrina, Brazil  

David Parrish – Pastor, Emmanuel Reformed, 
Waupun, WI

Todd Rempe – Associate Pastor, Gun Lake 
Community Church, Wayland, MI

Andy Rozendaal – Associate Pastor, Haven 
Reformed Church, Hamilton, MI

Jessica Scholten – One year residency, Bronson 
Hospital, Kalamazoo, MI

Julie Vander Veen – Assistant Professor of Youth 
Ministry, Reformed Bible College, Grand Rapids, 
MI

Brad Veenendaal – Pastor, Faith Reformed 
Church, Wisconsin Rapids, WI

Master of Religious Education 
graduates
Sallie Campbell – Director of Youth and Adult 

Education, Delta Presbyterian Church, Lansing,
MI

Carol Myers-Austin – Volunteer in Children’s 
Ministries, Central Reformed Church, Grand 
Rapids, MI

Jill Ver Steeg – Student in M.Div. program, 
Western Seminary

Pat Weatherwax – Student in M.Div. program, 
Western Seminary

Continuing in candidating process:
Mark LaChonce
Susan Gill
Nikelle Johnson
Mary Wisner



On to Glory...
Maurice Tysen ‘38 
b. Thayer, IN, 9/13/11
d. Seminole, FL, 8/21/01
Central College ‘34; WTS ‘38
Reformed churches served:
Clymer Hill, NY (1938-45)
First, Sodus, NY (1945-51)
Florida, Minaville, NY (1951-56)
Nardin Park, Detroit, MI (1956-64)
First, Hospers, IA (1964-70)
First, Colton, SD (1970-77)
American, DeMott, IN as calling pastor
(1982-89)
Also served:
Hospital Chaplain, Mayo Clinic, Rochester,
MN (1977)

Garold Van Engen ‘43 
b. Prairie City, IA, 10/30/13
d. Orange City, IA 9/3/01
Central College, ‘40; WTS ‘43
Missionary to Chiapas, Mexico (1943-78)

Bernard Robert Brunsting '49
b. Grundy Center, IA, 5/31/22
d. Stuart, FL 9/11/01
Central College '42; WTS '49
Reformed churches served:
First, Grand Haven, MI (1949-41)
Bethel, Bellflower, CA (1951-56)
Family, Canoga Park, CA (1956-62)
First, Holland, MI (1962-68)
Greenville, Scarsdale, NY (1968-81)
Christ, Pawling, NY (1981-87)

Harry Buis ‘49 
b. Fairlawn, NJ, 11/17/24
d. Hudsonville, MI, 8/21/01
Hope College ’49; WTS ‘49 & ‘62 (Th.M.)
Reformed churches served:
Brooklyn Community, Brooklyn Village, OH
(1949-57)
Vriesland, MI (1957-63)
Greenwood, Kalamazoo, MI (1963-69)
Ebenezer, Morrison, IL (1969-74)
Hudsonville, MI (1974-84)
First, DeMott, IN (1984-90)
President of General Synod (1980-81)

Robert Walter Henninges ‘55 
b. Weehawken, NJ, 11/10/30
d. Annandale, NJ, 7/24/01
Hope College ‘52; WTS ‘55
Reformed churches served:
North Branch, NJ (1955-81)
First, Hasbrouck Heights, NJ (1981-83)
Also served:
Coordinator of Chaplaincy Services for the
Department of Corrections and Human Ser-
vices, State of New Jersey (1983-97)
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Florida.  For an overview of the adventure, see www.bikeride-
forthefamily.org/postride

K.C. Daniel ’70 has published “Effective Evangelism,” “Paul the
Epistoler,” and “Complete Commentary of Revelation”.  He has
also translated into Malayalam language Christian Mission in the
Modern World by John Stott.  Currently, Professor Daniel is train-
ing evangelists at a Bible institute.

David Schreuder ’81
serves as the administra-
tive director for MOVE
Int’l, an organization dedi-
cated to helping children
and adults with severe
disabilities to sit, stand,
and walk more indepen-
dently.  In January of this
year, Dave had the privi-
lege to spend one-on-one
time with Prince Charles
discussing the program.
The prince has adopted
the MOVE program as part of the Disability Partnership that he
heads.  Dave says, “As a student at Western Seminary, I never
envisioned this type of occasion!” 

Carol Westphal ‘87 has published Close
Encounters!, a curriculum primarily
designed for middle school confirmation
classes.  It is available through Educational
Ministries, Inc. 

Amy Meredith ’99 is serving Resurrection
Reformed Church in Flint, Michigan, as
their Senior High Youth Director.

Xavier Loren Blackwell was born to Patrick
Blackwell ’01 and his wife Joy on August
5, 2001 in Mitchell, SD. 

Brad Veenendaal ‘01 and his wife Tonja
announce the birth of their first child,
Stephanie Ruth, on July 3, 2001.

News
The RCA’s Office of Historical Services has issued Episodes by
Dr. Barnerd M. Luben ’29.  While in his early nineties, Barnerd
wrote of his life as a missionary, Board Secretary, officer of the
National Council of Churches and as a pastor for 25 years in his
retirement.  The book is full of fascinating stories of World War II
(personal and otherwise) and other items of historical interest.
Contact Russ Gasero at the Office of Historical Services for a
copy.

Last summer’s WTS Overseas CONnECTS seminar to Turkey
included an audience with His
All Holiness, Ecumenical Patri-
arch Bartholomew.  Donald
Bruggink ‘54, the director of
Overseas CONnECTS,  pre-
sented the Patriarch with a
copy of Dr. Christopher Kaiser’s
book, The Doctrine of God. 
In October, Dr. Bruggink was

a keynote speaker at Judson
College in Elgin, IL for “Evan-
gelical Worship and Church
Architecture.” 

Charles P. Johnson ’57 recently
concluded a six month voluntary
stint in Oman ministering primarily
in the interior.  Prior to that he spent
11/2 years in engagement training
and setting up a lay visitation pro-
gram in a neighboring United
Methodist church.

From June through October, 2001,
Neven Webster ‘57 rode 6,781
miles solo on his bike for Focus on
the Family’s National Bike Ride for
the Family.  This grandfather of six-
teen fulfilled a lifelong dream by
making this cycling journey from
Prudhoe, Alaska to Key West,
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Don Bruggink presents Patriarch
Bartholomew with a book written by a

Western Seminary professor.

David Schreuder ’81 greets 
Prince Charles.

Neven Webster ’57 reaches his destination.


