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Each spring our academic 
dean, Jim Brownson, conducts 
an "exit interview" with each of 
the graduating students. Stu-
dents assess their seminary expe-
rience and offer suggestions for 
improving our programs. 

Jim reports that while stu-
dents tend to identify areas where 
changes might be made, their 
general evaluation of their semi-
nary experience is very positive. 
We are very pleased with these 
responses of our graduating stu-
dents , but we are aware that the 
true test of our training comes 
after our graduates have spent 
time serving in fields of ministry. 
Therefore, we are about to initiate 
a process through which we ask 
our graduates to evaluate their 
seminary training during their 
second and fifth years of Christ-
ian ministry. Such feedback will 
assist the seminary as we seek to 
better prepare students for the 
cpallenges of serving the church 
in the twenty-fin~t century. 

Western Seminary cherishes its 
alumni and alumnae, for they are 
the measure of our ministry and, 
as Paul puts it, our "letters of rec-
ommendation" (2 Cor. 3:1). It is 
heartening to learn they are sup-
porting Western through their 
prayers and financial gifts. Dur-
ing the last three years a survey 
of seminaries in the U.S. and 
Canada reveals that Western 
stands in the top tier of those 
institutions that invite their grad-
uates to contribute to their annu-
al funds. More than 40% of our 
alums support Western in some 
way, placing us fifteenth among 
over ninety seminaries and theo-
logical schools. This percentage 
is very important to funding orga-
nizations as they consider grants 
to wrs. 

We deeply appreciate your 
prayers and financial support. 
You are truly partners in our 
ministry of prepartng leaders for 
Christ's church. " 

~ 
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Distinguished Alumni of 2000 

The Western Seminary 
Alumni/ ae Council 
announces the 2000 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award winners: Rev. 
Dr. Samuel Williams and 
the Rev. J. Samuel Hqfman. 
The Commons is pleased to 
introduce them to you 
through the eyes Qf two 
long-time colleagues and 

friends. 

Samuel Williams '51 
by Rev. Arthur 0 . Van Eck '51 

Rev. Samuel Williams has had so many 
Dutch connections that friends say he should 
be called Sam Van Williams. He graduated 
from Southern Normal School in Brewton, 
Alabama, attended Northwestern Junior College 
in Orange City, Iowa, graduated from Central 
College in Pella, Iowa in 1948, and graduated 
from Western Theological Seminary in 1951 . 
The Holland Classis ordained Sam that same 
year. He and his wife Pauline went on to serve 
Reformed churches and institutions for their 
entire ministry. 

For all that the Reformed Church shared with 
Sam, he returned so much more. As a student 
at Southern Normal, he met many persons of 
the Reformed Church who became allies in the 
later struggle for racial justice, a struggle that 
was to involve Sam and Pauline throughout 
ministry. During days at Northwestern, Central 
and Western, Sam was a quiet interpreter for 
racial understanding and bridge building to stu-
dents, faculty and congregations. During his 
ministry, he was a pioneer for other African-
American clergy as they sought to relate to a 
mostly white denomination. As well, he helped 
many African-American congregations to enter 
into mutual relationships with the Reformed 
Church and its agencies. 

Early in life, Sam experienced a call to the 
ministry, but pursuing his call was interrupted 
by service in the U.S. Army, 1943-1946. While 
in the Army he taught literacy to soldiers and 
then finished his time with an armament unit 
on Okinawa. Sam's military service confirmed 
and strengthened his call to the ministry. 

Sam and Pauline ministered in four places 
over a period of 39 years: Southern Normal 

(continued on page 2) 

J. Samuel Hofman, '58 
by Rev. Vernon J . Sterk, Ph.D. '68 

As a career missionary, J . Samuel Hofman 
set a pattern of solid indigenous mission princi-
ples and dedication to the mission of Christ in 
Chiapas, Mexico. I am one of the missionaries 
who benefited from following in his footsteps. 
Sam has been my mentor and my role model. 
From those early mountain-trail treks where I 
literally tried to survive the Hofman pace, to 
Sam and Helen's near-retirement years when 
they survived a torrid pace in completing two 
challenging Bible translation projects, Sam Hof-
man provided an example of what a missionary 
should be and do. 

From an article by Sam Hofman called, "How 
About You?" I recall a list of nine gifts or char-
acteristics desirable for effective cross-cultural 
missionaries. As I look back on Sam and 
Helen's contributions to the Tzeltals (in the 
Oxchuc, Amatenango, and Tenejapa dialect 
areas) and the Tojolabals (in a new language 
group), I realize that God blessed them with all 
these gifts and made them excellent examples 
for many of us. Listen to Sam Hofman's list of 
characteristics in these questions: 

1. Do you love the Lord more than yourself? 
While most of us in Christian service would 
answer "yes" to this question, Sam Hofman has 
shown that he loved the Lord more than him-
self. His unselfish use of time, finances, and 
gifts has been an example to us and to the 
indigenous people of Chiapas. 

2. Do you love people? If Sam has one weak-
ness, it is that he could never say "no" to a 
Tzeltal in need - proof to us that Sam Hofman 
is willing to give himself in loving service to 
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Reflections of Ministry 

A Good Fit 
6~ 5tep!Wu:e DtJe~t 

It's good to feel like you're in the 
light spot at the light time. I'm 
blessed to be in such a situation. 

For the past ten years, I've been 
developing and establishing a new 
RCA congregation in the St. Louis 
area with my co-pastor Philip, who 
is also my husband. We have had 
some incredibly moving and beau-
tiful things happen here as well as 
some lower than low times. I have 
felt like I've been "in the groove" 
and that my gifts and background 
fit the situation here ve:ry well, 
and I've had moments of wonder-
ing just what I think I'm doing. 

Let me say at the outset that I 
know nearly eve:ry issue a new 
church faces is also expelienced 
by established churches. Where 
we struggle with low biblical litera-
cy, so does the established 
church, only hopefully not in the 
same proportion. In one of our 
small groups, a question was 
asked, "Now is this Simon person 
the same or different than Peter?" 
Fair question for a person just 
beginning to look seliously at the 
Bible. But the amazing thing was 
that the heads of all the other par-
ticipants in the group turned to 
the leader, looking for the answer. 

For all the trtals, pressures and 
failures , the joys still prevail. 

Let me introduce two dear 
fliends and co-workers of ours. K. 

~ 
and L. have been with us from the 
beginning. We were still unpack-
ing when we received a "tip" that 
K. lived in the area and came from 
the RCA While chatting over 
apple pie, we learned that L. was 
Catholic and that they did not 
have a church home. They were 
looking for a Protestant church 
which was respectful of L's back-
ground. They tentatively came to 
the small group we put together 
with a few others who were bold 
enough to check out this new. 
church. 

K. and L. embraced the mission 
of Chiist's Church early on and 
were steadily involved, but neither 

Stephanie Doesc.hot is co-pastor of 
Christ's Church in St. Peters, Missouri. 

St. Peters • 

saw themselves as leaders. God 
has truly worked in their lives dur-
ing the past ten years. L., who 
claimed to know ve:ry little of the 
Bible in 1989, provided leadership 
and inspiration to others in the 
congregation who committed to 
our Year of the Bible in 1998 (hav-
ing read through it herself the year 
before). K. chairs our outreach 
team with a dlive to keep the con-
gregation always focused on invit-
ing those in their circles who have 
not yet found a church home. In 
the past two years, both L. and K. 
have rearranged their work sched-
ules in order to come in and work 
with the staff on Flidays as unpaid 
leaders. 

It's fun to see what happens 
when people find the appropliate 
place in which their spilitual lives 
can floulish. 

Why is their sto:ry so significant 
to me? I spent years trying to 
compensate for the fact that I did 
not grow up in a traditional RCA 
family, trying to fit in and adapt as 
well as I could. Now, ironically, 
the diversity of my background is 
the piece that enables me to 
understand just how tentatively 
others approach the church. 

Being raised in northwest Iowa 
in the 50s and 60s to a Catholic 
father and RCA mother meant that 
I'd better t:ry and adapt, because it 
wasn't an easy fit. So what does 
God do with that? Sends me to 
St. Peters in St. Charles County, 
part of the greater St. Louis area -
do you get the drift? Here the 
Catholic population is dominant. 
And that means there are many 
other K's and L's in our communi-
ty who aren't sure where they 
belong. 

We have lots of work to do yet, 
but it's good to feel that I'm in the 
light place. 

2000 
Samuel Willa.ms 

(continued from page 1) 

Hope College High School, Brewton, Alabama 
1969 (1951 -1960); Pembroke Commu-

nity Reformed Church, Saint 
Anne, Illinois (1960-1968); Hope College, Holland, 
Michigan ( 1968-1971) and Community Reformed 
Church, Oakland, California ( 1971 -1990). 

Serving at Southern Normal was a homecoming for 
Sam and Pauline, both of whom were graduates of 
the school. With 300 
students "the challenge 
to us was two-fold: 
inspire a denied group 
and help them to be 
Chiistian in the midst 
of a conflicting South." 
Indeed, this was in the 
50s when Rosa Parks, 
Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and Gov. Wallace 
were prtncipal players; 
when "Jim Crow" 
inequities were expeli-
enced and contested. 
It was anything but 
tranquil. 

Serving Pembroke 
Community Church 
was not a new expeli-
ence for Sam as he and 
another classmate at Southern Nonnal High School 

W t Wil "D k ,, Brewton , AL 1959 es ern, son u e 
Richardson, had often ministered on weekends to this 
rural, Aflican-Amelican congregation that had moved 
out of Chicago into their own community. "It was ful-
filling to pastor a congregation in the process of 
becoming Reformed according to the Word of God, in 
the years of President Kennedy's and Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 's assassinations." Sam's ties with the 
Reformed Church helped this congregation to find a 
unique place in the denomination. 

Both Hope Col-
lege and Hol-
land, Michigan 
were undergoing 
changes in the 
late 60s . Hope's 
President Calvin 
Vander Werf and 
Chaplain Bill 
Hillegonds, 
anotherWTS 
classmate, invit-
ed Sam to be 

~1 ....1 Associate Chap-

Community Refonned Church 
Oakland, CA 1979 

lain and Direc-
tor of Upward 
Bound. Sam 
and Pauline 

came with their four children: Marcia, Wandia, Pau-
lia, and Samuel. Sam points out, "Hope College was 
reaching out to educate people who never wore wood-
en shoes." Forty "black" students were on the cam-
pus, many students were protesting the Vietnam War, 

Visit Western's 
new website at 

www.westernsem.org 
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Distinguished Alumni 
and some were challenging the mores of their parents. Exhibiting 
his wry sense of humor, Sam quotes Bill Hillegonds as saying, 
"Down at the chaplain's office, everything is either black or white!" 
As in every student era, those were days when both perspectives 
were urgently important. 

Ministry with the Community Reformed Church in Oakland was 
unlike anything Sam had experienced. The congregation, once 
suburban, was now in the urban poverty belt. Patty Hearst and 
the Simbionese Liberation Army were in the headlines, the Black 
Panthers were still active, an outstanding superintendent of 
schools was assassinated, and the church was in transition. "But 
the church stood and prayed and preached and reached out to the 
wider community," Sam reports. 'This was when the church 
learned to seek out not only advice from God's Word but from the 
community organizations as well. The ministry was no longer fully 
carried on within the confines of the church walls. Drive-by 
shootings and earthquakes were too big for individualism in 
denominations." California Senator Bill Lockyear said of him, 
"Rev. Williams is a person of tireless commitment to fighting drug 
abuse and violence. He is an advocate for the improvement of 
educational opportunities for the children of the community; he is 
a champion of the cause of the impoverished." 

Sam and Pauline Williams retired in 1990. 
A goal of Western Seminary is to prepare persons to be faithful, 

caring, courageous witnesses and pastors. In his quiet, unassum-
ing manner and yet with strong, ennobling convictions, Sam has 
been that kind of person. As a former President of General Synod, 
Dr. Wilbur Washington, said, "Sam is a living witness to our Lord's 
words, 'Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children 
of God. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.' " 

-AVE 

Arthur "Bud" Van Eck is a retired minister of the Reformed Church. He served 
the N.C.C. in educational ministry and directed the NRSV project. 

~ 
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(continued from page 1) 

people. We as his co-workers are also recipients of Sam's love for 
us. 

the Chiapas Mission, helping us to move through times of discour-
agement, allowing us to see the silver lining in the dark clouds. 

8. Does your footjit. the shoe Qf a servant? Sam showed us how to 
be a servant. His special gift was equipping national church lead-
ers, and his willingness to give himself to them as a living sacrifice 
clearly evidenced an unselfish servant heart. 

Sam and Helen with the pastor and family at a Tenejapan, 
Tzeltan church in Chiapas. 

9. What extras do you have to offer? Teaching indigenous theolo-
gians, musicians and paramedics; sharing construction and 
mechanical skills with the Tzeltals; translating and writing an 
abundance of materials for lay leaders, pastors, and the U.S. 
church; the list could go on and on. Sam certainly is blessed with 
a variety of extra gifts. 

What an incredible list of characteristics and accomplishments! 
Sam and Helen Hofman have provided an impressive example of 
41 years of missionary service. J . Samuel Hofman has written 
the book on the characteristics of an effective cross-cultural mis-
sionary: as a graduate of Western Theological Seminary and a mis-
sionary of the Reformed Church in America, and literally in his 
book, Mission Work in Today's World: Insights and Outlooks. 

Thank you, Sam, for modeling these ideal characteristics of a 
graduate of Western Theological Seminary. Your example chal-
lenges seminarians to answer God's call to cross-cultural ministry: 
"How About You?" 

- VJS 

Vernon J. Sterk is an RCA Missionary to Chiapas, Mexico 

3. Do you have~a keen ear and a limber tongue? God Do you know the whereabouts of these classmates? blessed both Sam and Helen with the ability to learn 
Tzeltal, Tojolabal, and Spanish - the only ones in the 
Chiapas mission to conquer that many languages. 
They taught us the meaning of keen ears and limber 
tongues with gifts in both language and music. Sam 
demonstrated for us the importance of fluently speak-
ing the heart language of the people. 

4. Can you communicate? Evangelizing, teaching, 
preaching, and translating - Sam has been so effective 
in all of these areas because of his communication 
skills. Sam's gift for writing added yet another dimen-
sion in this area. 

5. Do you have a healthy body? God not only granted 
Sam the health to spend much of his life in Indian vil-
lages but continually renewed his health so that he 
could vigorously serve until retirement age (and 
beyond) in Chiapas. 

6. Are youjlexible? Sam exhibited admirable flexibili-
ty as he moved from a Tzeltal tribal village to a rural 
Bible Center to a small Tojolabal market town to the 
large Spanish c~ty of San Cristobal, making the lan-
guage and cultural adjustments at each transition. 

7. Are you optimistic? Sam was always the optimist of 

If you do, please call Western's Advancement 
Office at 1-800-392-8554. 

Nicholas Bruinix 1929 
Clarence Schipper 1933 

William Bos 1942 
Norman Tenpas 1947 

Virgil Janssen 1951 
David Hager 1956 

James Meeuwsen 1957 
Charles Garrett 1959 
Emmett Coons 1960 

Harold Patz 1960 
Nathan Vander Wert 1960 

Larry Arends 1962 
Jerome Julien 1962 

Adrian Van Wyk 1963 
Frank De Vries 1964 

J. S. Ponniah 1964 
Thomas Bruno 1965 

Jacob G. Kuiper 1965 
Gordon Nyenhuis 1966 

Kunihiko Yazaki 1966 
Norman Van Manen 1967 

Yap B. Wan 1967 
L. V. Azariah 1969 

William Paarlberg 1969 
Simon Nagel 1971 

James L. Whitehead 1972 

Gene M. Carr 1973 Rodney Otto 1988 
Kim-Toin Lim 1973 Wilson Rambau 1988 

William Martin 1973 Martyn Van Essen 1988 
Elaine K. Forrest 1976 Irene Andersson 1991 

Rufus Mahimai 1977 Jonathan J. Etterbeek 1991 
Franklin De Graaf 1978 Edward Grote 1993 

Jorge Lopez 1 978 Keiko Osaki 1993 
Soo A. Park 1978 Hajime Fuji 1994 

Lost 
Alu ni/ae 

John Brown 1981 Elizabeth Subramaniam 1994 
David Schwabauer 1981 Young-Shik Yun 1994 
Allan E. Huizenga 1982 Gabriel M. Binye 1996 

Keith A. Reiter 1983 Petrus M. Mfati 1997 
Richard K. Knowles 1984 Bill Sawling 1997 

Gregory Fredrick 1985 Shu-Ying Shih 1998 
Normichi Odate 1985 Van Ni 1999 

Charles A. Bordner 1987 
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Front Row: Robert Schuller, Ray Rewerts, Ruth Rewerts, Enid Englund. Back Row: Ellsworth Ten Clay, Eliz-
abeth Ten Clay, Paul Schmidt, Evelyn Schmidt, Ruth Vander Waal, John Vander Waal, Jacqueline Droog, 
Chester Droog, Harold Englund. 

Front Row: Lou Harvey, Robert Strain, Harvey Van Farowe, George Kroeze, Owen Bechtel. Back Row: Mike 
Van Doornik, Robert Shaver, Vern Vander Werff, Leroy Koopman, Harold Hiemstra, Robert Eggebeen. 

Front Row: Mark Nieuwsma, Arie Blok, Larry Terlouw. Second Row: Craig Wagner, David Breen, Arlan Ten-
Clay, Dick Doeden. Back Row: Tom Boogaart, Jack Doorlag, James Knol, Steve Stam . 

The seminary bustled with 
activity on May 8 as graduates 
from the last fifty years gath-
ered to reunite with their class-
mates, hear special speakers, 
and learn of the latest develop-
ments at Western. 

After coffee time in The Com-
mons, Alumni/ ae Day activities 
opened with an informative ses-
sion in Mulder Chapel. George 
Hunsberger, Professor of Missi-
ology, spoke about the chal-
lenge of mission and witness to 
our no-longer-Christianized 
society. Bob Van Voorst, Pro-
fessor of New Testament, gave 
his impressions of Western's 
students, faculty, and staff after 
his first year of teaching. Jim 
Brownson, Academic Dean, dis-
cussed the changing character-
istics of entering classes of stu-
dents and Western's resolve to 
equip these students to lead 
congregations in the midst of 
transition and turmoil. 

Lively conversations took 
place during luncheons hosted 
for members of the 25th, 40th, 
and 50th reunion classes. 
Afterward, everyone gathered in 
Semelink Hall for the 
Alumni/ae Lecture by Dr. 
Gregg Mast, Pastor of the First 
Church in Albany, New York, 
and President of the General 
Synod of the Reformed Church 
in America. He spoke about 
the challenges faced by the 
church in various countries of 
the world. 

Alumni/ ae activities were 
capped at the annual banquet, 
where the seminary presented 
Rev. Samuel Williams, '51 and 
Rev. J. Samuel Hofman, '58 
with distinguished alumni hon-
ors. 

WTS Mission 

It is the purpose of 
Western Theological 
Seminary to prepare 
Christians called by 
God to lead the church 
in mission. 

~ 
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Row 1: 
Mary J ean Frens, B.A., M.A. , M .Div. 
Margaret "Peg" Atkinson, 

B.A., M.L.S., M.Div. 
Linda Looney, B.A., M.Div. 
Lori Fair, B.A., M.R.E. 

Fremont, MI 

Jenison, MI 
Grandville, MI 
Anderson, IN 

Nang Doi Lahpai, 
B.SC. , B.D., Th.M. Myitkyina, Kachin, Myanmar 

Sandra Kelly Longdong, 
B.D. , Th.M. Minahasa, Indonesia 

Mary Celina Nabakooza, 
B.D., M.A., Th.M. 

Row2: 
Derek DeJager, B.S., M.Div. 

Kampala, Uganda 

Ming Chu Lin, B.A., M.A. , Ed.DI, Th.M. 
Lydia Waring Meyer, 

Kalamazoo, MI 
Taipei, Taiwan 

B.A., M .R.W. , M .Div. 
Young-Chui Kim, B.S. , M.Div. , Th.M. 
Randy Bremme~ B.A. , M.Div. 
Jaeseung Cha, B.A. , M.Div. 
Jean Lemmenes, B.A. , M.R.E., M.Div. 
Rebecca Stegeman Riekse, 

B.A.. M.Div. 

Grand Haven, MI 
Inchon, Korea 

Holland, MI 
Seoul, Korea 

Hudsonville, MI 

Grand Rapids, MI 

President Dennis Voskuil awards Randy Bremmer 
with his diploma. 

On May 8, thirty-one gradu-
ates walked across the stage of 
Dirnnent Memorial Chapel to 
receive diplomas at Western's 
124th commencement service. 
The seminary awarded twenty-
three Master of Divinity, one 
Master of Religious Education, 
six Master of Theology, and one 
Doctor of Ministry degrees. 

Dr. Leanne Van Dyk 
addressed the graduates on the 
topic, ''The Things You Carry." 
She emphasized the importance 
of retaining a sense of wonder 
and curiosity throughout life. 
Dr. Van Dyk is Associate Profes-
sor of Reformed Theology. 

Doug Kiel, the student council 
president and a master of divini-
ty graduate from Hudsonville, 
Michigan, and Young-Chul Kim, 
a master of theology graduate 
from Inchon, Korea, spoke on 
behalf of their classes. 

Afterward, friends and family 
were invited to a reception in 
The Commons honoring the 
graduates. 

Row3: 
Istvan Kacso, 

B.A. , M.A., M.Div. , Th.M. Cluf-Napoca, Romania 
Chad Schuitema, B.A., M.Div. South Haven, MI 
Dan Herrick, B.S. , M.S. , M.Div. - Chatham, NY 
Arthur Oberg, B.S., M.Div. Grand Rapids, MI 
Adam Barr, B.A., M .Div. Grand Rapids, MI 
Dewey VanDenBerg, B.S., M.A. , M.Div. Holland, MI 
Doug Kiel, B.B.A., M.Div. Hudsonville, MI 
Row4: 
Dean VanFarowe, B.A. , M.Div. 
John O'Hara, B.A., M.Div. 
Happy Foster, B.A., M.Div. 
David Wygmans, B.A., B .S., M.Div. 
Derek VandeSlunt, B.A., M.Div. 
Tim TenClay, B.A., M .Div. 
Not shown: 
Rick Patterson, B.A., M.Div. 
Andy Robinson, B.S. , M.A. , M.Div. 
Sherwin Brantsen, B .A., M.Div. , D.Min. 

Hamilton, MI 
Cortland, OH 

Attica, IN 
Hudsonville, MI 

Brandon, WI 
Alton, IA 

Kalamazoo, MI 
Holland, MI 

Muskegon, MI 

The graduates receive a standing ovation. 

Commencement 
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Faculty News 
From February through May, George Brown, Professor of Christ-

ian Education and Associate Dean, served on a Curriculum Plan-
ning Team of the Christian Reformed Church. In addition to CRC 
staff, two people from the RCA and a member of the PCA influ-
enced thinking and explored options for a new 2005 curriculum. 

Matthew Floding, Director of Formation for Ministry, was the 
Baccalaureate speaker at Northwestern College on May 12. 

Leanne Van Dyk, Associate Professor of Reformed Theology, 
spoke at an ecumenical conference on the catechumenate, "Wel-
coming New Christians," at Calvin College from May 24-26. This 
conference was hosted by the PC (USA), the RCA and the ELCA. 

James Brownson, Academic Dean and James & Jean Cook Pro-
fessor of New Testament, will be leading a workshop presentation 
on 'The Crucified One is Lord" at the RCA's Mission 2000 Confer-
ence. 

Carol Bechtel, Associate Professor of Old Testament, will be 
Preacher for the Worship and Music Conference at Montreat Con-
ference Center in Montreat, NC, June 18-July 1. (Sponsored by the 
Presbyterian Association of Musicians) 

This summer, two Western faculty members are part of the sum-
mer school program at Regent College in Vancouver, British Colum-
bia. From May 29-June 2 , George Hunsberger, Professor of Missi-
ology, taught a course entitled, "Living Between Gospel and Cul-
ture: Recovering the Missional Identity of the Church." Later, from 
July 31 to August 4 , Leanne Van Dyk will teach a course on 
"Christian Feminist Theology: Challenges and Contributions." 

Robert Van Voorst, Professor of New Testament, has been invit-
ed to present the results of his book, Jesus Outside the New Testa-
ment: An Introduction to the Ancient Evidence, to the New Testa-
ment Seminar of the Theology Faculty at the University of Oxford, 
England in the next academic year. 

Have you considered ... 
... naming Western Seminary as a beneficiary in your will? For 
more information, contact Harold Ritsema at 616-392-8555, ext. 
11 0 , or call 1-800-392-8554. 

Let classmates and colleagues know about the milestones in your life. Send your 
news items to "Alumline'', Western Theological Seminary, 101 E. 13th St. , Holland, 
Ml 49423; fax 616-392-7717; or email carlaw@westernsem.org 
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Giving Back 
Since this issue of The Commons focuses on commence-

ment, I'm specifically addressing this column to Western's 
Alumni / ae. 

As we approach the close of another fiscal year, I am both 
encouraged and discouraged by the percentage of alumni/ ae 
support that Western received this year. Last year nearly 40% 
of you financially supported Western in some way, and this 
year's number will be similar. By comparison to other semi-
naries, this is quite good, and I am therefore encouraged. 
However, the simple math shows that 60% of Western's alum-
ni / ae did not provide financial support. 

You may wonder why this is so discouraging if we compare 
favorably with other seminaries. The reason is simple. No 
Western Seminary graduate has ever paid the full cost of his or 
her education at Western. Every student who has ever attend-
ed Western has been financially supported through the gifts of 
others. Even students who currently receive no financial aid 
only pay about 25% of the total cost of their education. 

The gifts of others yesterday helped make it possible for you 
to be the church leaders of today. If you haven't already done 
so, will you help make it possible for today's students to b t the 
leaders of tomorrow's church? 

KenNeevel 
Director Qf Advancement and Communications 

Alumline 

Deceased 
Donald Paul Lohman '63 

died on January 13, 2000 at 
the age of 79 in Freeport, Illi-
nois. A native of Hamilton, 
Michigan, he graduated from 
Hope College in 1959 and 
from Western Seminary four 
years later. Rev. Lohman 
served Reformed churches in 
Baileyville, Illinois, Sheboy-
gan Falls, Wisconsin, and St. 
Petersburg, Florida. He 
retired in 1982. 

George C. Douma '39 died 
February 25, 2000 in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. He was 
born in Grand Rapids in 
1913 and graduated from 
Hope College. After graduat-

ing from Western in 1939 he 
pastored First Reformed 
Church in Allendale, Michi-
gan. As World War II was 
ending, Rev. Douma pas-
tored Third Reformed in 
Grand Rapids. He worked 
in the RCA's Department of 
Publication from 1946-49, 
and left that position to pas-
tor Calvary Reformed of 
Grand Rapids. He was dis-
missed to the Presbyterian 
Church in 195 7. He died at 
the age of 86. 

Louis E. LaFountain, Jr. 
'84. No other information 
available. 
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