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In January, the Rev. Dr. Matthew 

Floding, until recently chaplain at 
Northwestern College in Orange City, 
Iowa, came on board as Western's 
director of formation for ministry. 

If you aren't a relatively recent 
Western grad yourself, you may be 
asking the same question Matt posed 
as he interviewed for the position: 
What do you mean by formation for 
ministry? The answer lies in the dif-
ference between attending graduate 
school and preparing for ministry. 
Although seminary includes an 
important academic component and 
teaches about the Bible, theology, 
church history, ethics, counseling, 
etc. , it is also a community that nur-
tures and shapes-or forms-people's 
gifts for ministry. 

Formation for ministry occurs in 
every facet of seminary training, but 
it is happening most intentionally 
these days through actual experi-
ences of ministry at local "teaching 
churches," through weekly peer-
group meetings led by local pastors 
(you might remember them as "collo-
quy" groups), and through the "learn-
ing webs," self-directed studies which 
integrate course ~ork and ministry 
experience. As director of formation 
for ministry, Matt is responsible for 
coordinating these various opportuni-
ties of "formation" for Christian lead-
ership. 

If all this sounds complex, there's 
a reason. Increasingly, seminaries are 
being called upon to assist in the for-
mation of a wide range of Christian 
ministries. Today, our graduates are 
being called to serve single and staff 
ministries, in urban, suburban, and 
rural settings. They are also being 
called to preach, counsel, call, train, 
evangelize, administer, and some-
times to develop music or arts min-
istries. They are asked to serve chil-
dren, young people, singles, couples, 
families, middle-agers, and elder 
adults. An increasing number are 
called to cross-cultural ministries in 
North America and around the globe. 
Others find their eventual vocations 
centered in counseling, teaching, or 
advocacy. 

In our diverse and rapidly chang-
ing culture, the church will certainly 
call forth many types of leaders. With 
your prayers and support, Western 
will assist in their formation as effec-
tive and grounded Christian servants. 
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Attending to What's Close 
The Old Saratoga Reformed Church in 

Schuylerville, New York, is a long way from the 
orchard pond in Fremont, Michigan, where the 
young Joyce Borgman used to sit by the hour, 
caught up in the endless activity of pond life, 
happy to be part of a small but fascinating 
world. Or maybe it isn't so far. The Rev. Joyce 
Borgman de Velder, pastor at Old Saratoga, still 
thinks of herself as a "pond-side" person, caught 
up in the life of the congregation she's served for 
the last sixteen years, continually fascinated by 
it, never bored, always able to find new outlets 
for creativity and new things to see. 'Tm learn-
ing," she said, "to pay attention to what's really 
close and not to diminish the value of what may 
seem insignificant." 

Joyce's ministry has been marked by this 
kind of quiet attentiveness, as well as faithful-
ness to her call to serve a congregation and a 
community over a long period of time. She cele-
brates a milestone this year, twenty years in the 
ordained ministry of Word and sacrament. 

Her ordination marks a milestone for Western 
Seminary, too, for Joyce (class of 1976) was the 
first woman graduate of Western to be ordained 
to the ministry in the Reformed Church in Amer-
ica. Controversy swirled through the church dur-
ing the spring of 1979. Two classes had already 
ordained women; another, the Classis of Albany, 

Pastor Joyce de Velder welcomes a new member into the Old 
Saratoga Reformed Church in Schuylerville, New York, a congre-
gation she has served for sixteen years. 

had taken action to approve Joyce's ordination. 
Objections to these actions had been working 
their way through the judicial process in the 

Continued on page 2 

Students Lunch and Learn 
What would it take to lure you to 

lunch with a funeral director and a 
pastor who want to talk to you 
about funerals? Would pizza and 
subs be enough? 

Perhaps only seminarians facing 
the prospect of having-soon-to be 
resident experts on funeral prepara-
tion, preaching, and counseling 
would troop so eagerly in to such a 
lunch. Twenty-three students were 
present April 28 as the Rev. Roger 
Vander Kolk, pastor of the Haven 
Reformed Church in Hamilton, 
Michigan and Michael Langeland a . . . ' . ' The Rev. Roger Vander Kolk (center) and funeral director Michael Langeland (right) 
local funeral director, talked about conduct a lunch-time seminar on what pastors need to know about funerals. 
what pastors need to know in order 
to prepare to conduct a funeral. 

The event was the third in a series of monthly 
lunches focusing on particular aspects or types 
of ministry. Each lunch included a guest or 
guests who addressed the day's topic from the 
standpoint of their own daily work. Prior monthly 
guests included the Revs. David Sieplenga and 

Eric Gray, who talked with students about urban 
ministry, and the Rev. Richard Welscott, who dis-
cussed planting new churches. Director of For-
mation for Ministry Matthew Floding initiated the 
monthly lunches as part of the teaching-church 
approach to theological education, which empha-
sizes partnership between church and seminary. I A PUBLICATION OF WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 



Reflections of Ministry 

A Gifted Diversity 
61/ tnMlz lt3lnlrldley 

Located in a bedroom commu-
nity twenty-one miles north of the 
city center of Atlanta, Georgia, 
the North Atlanta Community 
Church is attracting a wide vari-
ety of God's children into fellow-
ship: African American, Chinese, 
Korean, South American, South 
African, Puerto Rican, 
Jamaican- yes, and even Dutch! 
People come from all church 
backgrounds and some with no 
church background- which 
results in wonderful diversity in 
worship and fellowship and also 
provides an interesting dynamic 
in staff relationships. 

For example, our staff includes 
a volunteer "prayer /intercessor" 
who is a young mother of two 
and a native of Bogota, Columbia. 
She came to me two years ago 
and volunteered her gifts in 
prayer with the staff. Lillian Reid 
is a woman with an unusually 
passionate prayer life. Her 
involvement with the staff has 
provided a most remarkable 
dynamic in leadership. 

Our weekly staff meetings 
include a time in which we talk 
about where we sense God is 
leading each of us, particularly if 
that direction relates to the 
church. One of the more interest-
ing words from God to our 
prayer /intercessor challenged me 
in an unusual way. Lillian came 
to our prayer time one day con-
vinced that my wife, Mary, was to 
have a larger leadership role in 
the life of the congregation. She 
said, "I see Mary helping people 
with their 'necessaries."' 

"I don't think so," I replied. 
"Mary has never been a staff per-
son in any church I have served. 
I think it smacks of nepotism and 
I don't want any part of it." 

Lillian calmly responded, "Pas-
tor Mark, if it's what God wants, 
that's more impmi:ant than what 
you want." 

'That may be, I said, "but I 
don't hear God telling me to open 
the staff to my wife." 

That day, Mary and I had 
lunch together and I said, in 
passing, "Guess what, you came 
up in our prayer time today. Lil-
lian is convinced God wants you 
to be more involved in ministry at 
NACC and believes God has 
already given you a plan. What 
do you think of that?" 

There was a long silence; then 
Mary quietly said, "It's to be 
called The Living Water Commu-
nity Center, entailing an after 
school program for middle-school 
children where they can experi-
ence enrichment in the arts, 
music, and science. It will also 
include a menu of support 
groups for people involved in sub-
stance abuse, people wanting to 
learn more about Christianity, 
single parents, blended families, 
people dealing with aging par-

The Rev. Mark Lemrnenes '70 is pas-
tor of the North Atlanta Community 
Church in Roswell, Georgia. 

ents, and difficult teenagers. I 
also envision a coffee house set 
up in a strip mall near the 
church, where we can engage 
seekers in a nonthreatening envi-
ronment." 

I swallowed hard. 'This doesn't 
sound like something you just 
came up with." 

Mary replied, "No, I've been 
praying about it for about two 
years, but I didn't say anything 
because I knew you wouldn't 
want me in that kind of a leader-
ship position at church. 

"Well," I said, "It would seem 
that God has other ideas." 

With that, a vision for a Living 
Water Center was born. When the 
Holy Spirit moves within the life 
of the body of Christ and people 
are freed to use their gifts for the 
good of that body, amazing things 
happen. 

I am becoming keenly aware 
that God can do whatever God 
wants to build God's reign, but 
God chooses to use us. Our 
weekly staff meetings are filled 
with stories of God's evident hand 
in our midst. I, like many others, 
have a difficult time releasing 
control, but as I have done so, 
God has not failed to amaze us, 
provide for us, and bless us. 

And as I reflect on the diversity 
of NACC, I am convinced that 
what is happening is directly 
related to prayer. We have prayed 
that God would shape this con-
gregation, and we have sensed 
that God wants us to reflect the 
diverse community in which we 
live. 

We also believe God is calling 
us to be an organism of grace, a 
sanctuary for the battered and 
broken and defeated among us. 
Often that requires stretching our 
human sense of what it means to 
love and seeing instead the way 
of Christ. It means grappling with 
the question, are we a body 
where all sinners are welcome or 
would we rather be the last bas-
tion of the righteous? When we 
open the church only to our own 
kind, prayer for the Spirit's lead-
ing is less vital and life becomes 
more brittle, less passionate. 
When we are open to the Spirit's 
leading, life is uncertain, but 
exhilarating. Where would you 
rather make your home? 

Attending to What's Close 
Continued from page 1 

church and had reached the General Synod. However, in each case the 
synod upheld the classis actions; the door to women's ordination in the 
RCA was opened, and the Classis of Albany proceeded to ordain Joyce 
later that summer. 

And for twenty years, while the denomination has continued to strug-
gle over issues related to the gifts and callings of women. Joyce has been 
faithfully carrying out the work to which she was called. 

Even in the beginning though, she said, the General Synod ruling 
"didn't change things a lot for me." She had been seIVing the Delmar, 
New York, Reformed Church for two years as an associate in ministry- a 
term coined for someone seIVing as a pastor but who was not ordained. 
While she was happy that ordination allowed her to officiate at weddings 
and funerals and especially to celebrate the sacraments, she "was doing 
the work of a pastor with or without ordination." 

After four and one-half years at Delmar and a year in between, Joyce 
began her current ministry at Old Saratoga, a congregation that has 
passed its 229th birthday. It's located in SchuyleIVille, in the Hudson 
River Valley where the land begins to rise into the Adirondack Moun-
tains. SchuyleIVille, a rural village of 1,500 people, is beginning to show 
signs of revitalization after a long period of decline, thanks to the popu-
larity of Revolutionary historical sites. Despite the village's improving for-
tunes, however, there remains a large low-income population. The 
church has mirrored the life of the village, with a fairly stable member-
ship over the years of around 150. 

SeIVing in such a place, Joyce has found , involves her in the life of the 
community as much as in the congregation: "I feel as much a pastor to 
the community as to the church. I have a commitment to preach, to 
teach, to shepherd the flock. But a lot of my daily work is taken up with 
people who don't belong to any churches. They call on the phone or 
show up on my doorstep. That's different from what I imagined ministry 
to be. I saw myself relating mainly to people in the congregation. I 
thought the boundaries would be drawn tighter. But I realized long ago 
that I needed to be more inclusive and also to try to involve the church 
people in that ministry as well." 

Joyce knew from the beginning that she wanted to be a long-term 
pastor. "I wanted to put down roots and be part of a community, and I 
think it's gone very well. Our relationship seems harmonious. We have a 
good level of trust- and love that's developed through thick and thin. A 
feeling of mutual commitment that is supportive and sustaining to our 
joint ministry as congregation and pastor." 

It could become all-consuming, this ministry of presence, of availabili-
ty, but Joyce balances pastoral work with other interests. Her own expe-
rience with a mentally disabled son has led to service on the special edu-
cation committee of the school. She also is involved in setting up a chap-
laincy program for the local hospital and helps with a community low-
cost food program. She reads, hikes, gardens, and cultivates close 
friendships outside the church. "I have a Quaker friend down the street. 
We've been walking from 5:30 to 6:30 three mornings a week for seven 
years. My other dear friend, whom I call my 'other conscience,' is an 
avowed agnostic. She keeps me honest. These friendships are an impor-
tant part of my life." 

Joyce has found the church and community to be a strong support 
for her family, a good place to raise children. She and her husband, 
David, appreciate the measure of stability it provides for their two grow-
ing sons. 'The other thing I really appreciate is sort of hard to explain," 
she said. "I love the congregation and I think they love me, and in that 
love there's a freedom. I'm involved in things and have beliefs that not 
everyone agrees with. We disagree about things. But no one throws out 
the relationship because of those disagreements." 

The CONnECTS Program 
(Continuing Education for 
Christian Training and Ser-
vice) has published and dis-
tributed the first in a new 

CONnECTS 
Continuing Education for Christian Training and Service 

series of lectures and occasional papers. The first lecture, 
Holiness and Hermeneutics, by the Rev. Dr. James Brownson, 
New Testament professor and academic dean at Western, is the 
text of Brownson's 1996 lecture inaugurating the James and Jean 
Cook Chair of New Testament at Western. 

"CONnECTS is about seIVing the church by meeting the con-
tinuing education needs of lay persons and clergy," said program 
director George Brown. "Not everyone can attend a CONnECTS 
event, so the printing of occasional papers and lectures is a way 
to take CONnECTS to the church." 

The second lecture in the series, Atonement in the Heidelberg 
Catechism: A Proposal for Variety , by Dr. Leanne Van Dyk, is being 
prepared for summer publication. 

LB 
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Alumni/ ae Day 
Alumni/ ae Day activities again provided a full 

agenda for Western grads who returned for reunions 
or to celebrate with the class of '99. Traditionally, 
classes celebrating their twenty-fifth, fortieth, and 
fiftieth anniversaries of graduation gather for reunion 
luncheons; this year, however, there was a dearth of 
twenty-five-year alums but five who celebrated their 
sixtieth anniversary! All alumni/ ae are invited to a 
lecture in the afternoon and a dinner honoring the 
year's distinguished alumni. 

Along with reunions and celebrations, alums 
return to see what the seminary is up to, and this 
year there was a new opportunity to learn the latest. 
Opening Alumni/ ae Day activities were morning 
addresses by three members of the faculty, each 
speaking to something new at Western. Dr. Leanne 
Van Dyk, who is completing her first year as associ-
ate professor of Reformed theology, spoke about the 
importance of theology to preparation for ministry 
with the help of insights and a hungry caterpillar 
contributed by her young daughter. Dean James 
Brownson outlined Western's new curriculum, and 
director of formation for ministry Matthew Floding 
outlined the ways in which that curriculum forges 
new partnerships with local congregations through 
the Teaching Church program. 

The Rev. Dr. Donald Bruggink, this year's com-
mencement speaker, also offered reflections on his life 
and work to alums during the afternoon. Bruggink 
retired this year as James A H. Cornell Professor of 
Historical Theology. 

Left to right: Professors James Brownson , Leanne Van Dyk, and Matthew Floding address an enthusiastic 
gathering of alums, including Nevin and Dorothy Webster (foreground). 

Class of 1939 (left to right): James W. Benes, Wilhelm Hayson, Albert F. Mansen, 
Gus Tellinghuisen, David A. Laman. 

Class of 1959 (left to right, back row): Nicholas Vander Weide, Vernon Hoffman, Gordon 
Laman, Henry Stegenga, J. David Muyskens, Lawrence J. Doorn, Jim Rozendaal , Lyle 

Class of 1949 (left to right): James Bos, William Kroon , John Maassen, Bob 
Hector, Harry Buis, John E. Hibma. 

This year for the first time, the seminary gave graduating seniors a parting 
gift of an ascot or tie striped in Western's colors of blue and gold, on a 
background of theological red. At commencement rehearsal Monday after-
noon, graduates received and tried on their gifts. Graduate Bruce Mulder 
was well acquainted with the ins and outs of men's neckware even accom-
panied by a tee shirt, but ascots posed an unfamiliar challenge for the 
women. Here Erin Beckerink receives a hand from Sara Beaver. 

Vander Werff, (front row) Gordon Webster, Harlan Nyhof. 
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Habeeb G. Awad 
M. Div. 

Thomas J. Elenbaas 
M. Div. 

Amy Jo Meredith 
M.R.E. 

Ryan T. Rader 
M. Div. 

Sara A. Beaver 
M. Div. 

Marcia R. Gibbons 
M.R.E. 

Cheryl K. Molhoek 
M. Div. 

Jonathan R. Sherrill 
M. Div. 

Western's 123rd commencement festivities sent the class of 
'99 into ministry with joy, great weather, and the good wishes of 
a multitude of family and friends who gathered for the day of cel-
ebration. The service was held May 10 at Dimnent Chapel, on 
the campus of Hope College, where thirty graduates were award-
ed degrees: twenty-one Master of Divinity, three Master of Reli-
gious Education, four Master of Theology, and two Doctor of 
Ministry degrees were awarded. 

The Rev. Dr. Donald J. Bruggin.k, retiring professor of histori-
cal theology, addressed the graduates from 1 Peter 1: 17-25. He 
called the graduates to love as a foundation for their ministries 
and reflected on the ways they can embody love in the congrega-
tions that they will serve. 

Several of the graduates also addressed the congregation. 

At left, graduate Rowland Van Es 
receives a hood from Ronald 
Hartgerink, moderator of 
Western's board, and a hug 

Brian Smilde, a master of divinity graduate from Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada, spoke on behalf of his class. Akihiro Matsumo-
to, a master of theology graduate from Sapporo, Hokkaido, 
Japan, spoke on behalf of his class. Roberta Knickerbocker, a 
master of religious education graduate from Williamston, Michi-
gan, led the congregation in a litany, and Brenda Clark, a mas-
ter of divinity graduate from Kalamazoo, Michigan, sang 'The 
Lord's Prayer." from his daughter. At right are 

new graduates Akihiro Matsumoto 
(top) and Brian Telzerow. 

Erin K. Beckerink 
M. Div. 

Mark A. Haverdink 
M. Div. 

Byung-Ho Moon 
Th . M. 

Brian N. Smilde 
M. Div. 

Michael R. Beckerink Brenda M. Clark Kyle J. De Young Christopher S. Dorn 
M. Div. M. Div. M. Div. M. Div. 

Trygve Johnson Youngho Kim Roberta A. Knickerbocker Akihiro Matsumoto 
M. Div. Th . M. M.R.E. Th. M. 

Bruce D. Mulder Troy A. Nanninga Van Ni Steven L. Petroelje 
M. Div. M. Div. Th. M. M. Div. 

Brian T. Telzerow James D. Vander Meiden Rowland D. Van Es, Jr. Karsten T. Voskuil 
M. Div. M. Div. M. Div. M. Div . 
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Faculty Interview 

With Donald Bruggink 
With the end of the 1998-99 

academic year, the Rev. Dr. 
Donald J. Bruggink, James A. H. 
Cornell Professor of Historical 
Theology, entered retirement after 
thirty-six years of teaching at 
Western. He re.fleeted on those 
years with Commons editor 
Laurie Baron. 

LB: How has Western changed 
since you began teaching in 1962? 

DB: The strongest advances have 
been made in the Christian Ministry 
Field, especially in the area of pas-
toral counseling. The biggest 
change in teaching has been the 
larger number of successful second 
career people who have received 
God's call to ministry, and the 
eagerness and breadth of experi-
ence they bring to their studies. It 
not only makes teaching a greater 
joy for the professors, it also enrich-
es the discussion for all students. This is espe-
cially true with the women who have become 
part of the seminary community and have 
brought their life perspectives to the study of 
theology and ministry. 

LB: How do these changes relate to the 
church at large? 

DB: For many who have questioned the role. 
of women, it's been the experience of the com-
petence of women in rich, biblical preaching, in 
sensitive worship leadership, and in pastoral 
care that has brought about a change of mind 
and heart. 

LB: You've been a theologian and historian 
for more than thirty years. How have your 
interests evolved over your years of teaching? 

DB: I've always tried to share with students 
the very best scholarship available. In the early 
days, that was the text by Ray C. Petry. With 
Jaraslav Pelikan's The Christian Tradition, I was 
impressed with 4he way he set forth the devel-
opment of doctrine and became convinced that, 
for our students, an appreciation of the growth 
of doctrine within the history of Christianity 
was its most important aspect. Pelikan's work 
was voted among the ten most important books 
of the decade by the Christian Century, and it 
has remained a staple of my teaching of histori-
cal theology ever since. 

LB: And still can evoke anguish among the 
student body. Why is Pelikan's approach so 
important? 

DB: The fact that our students will minister 
in communities where they will find Christians 
from every denominational background makes 
an understanding of the development of doc-
trine essential. Pastors have to know where 
their fellow Christians are coming from in their 
theology and piety. One of the highest compli-
ments I have ever received was from a former 
student who said, "The people in my congrega-
tion tell me .that I understand them (theological-
ly) better than any pastor they've ever had." My 
former students will groan remembering this 
alliterative phrase I've used to sum up: "Pelikan 
prepares pastors for pluralism." 

LB: You have several active interests that 
reach well beyond the seminary to the church 
at large. I think immediately of your expertise in 

worship and particularly the architecture of 
worship; your leadership of study seminars in 
Europe and the Near East; your ecumenical 
work; and your editorship of the now more 
than thirty-volume RCA Historical Series. Is 
there a common theme which connects these 
various activities? 

DB: Yes, there's a common theme that con-
nects my use of Pelikan and the activities you 
mentioned, and that is the unity of the church, 
which is much deeper and broader than the 
things that separate us. In worship, the effort 
has been to complete Calvin's reformation of 
the church by returning to the worship of the 
early church, including a weekly Communion, 
which would bring us closer to the great major-
ity of world Christians. The study seminars 
abroad have more and more sought a greater 
degree of understanding of the religious life of 
other Christians. In Faith and Order of the 
NCCCUSA [National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA] the subgroups in which I 
have worked have published three volillnes, all 
seeking to contribute to the greater unity of the 
church. 

LB: How did you come to your interest in 
architecture? 

DB: Initially, I was planning to be an archi-
tect. But Gerrit Van Roekel (who later became 
my father-in-law) brought me to Central Col-
lege, where I fell in with future seminarians like 

Faculty News 

John Hesselink, Gene Heideman, and 
Ed Mulder. My plans changed, but my 
interest in architecture never dimmed. 
While studying in Europe, I wandered 
into a church in Bern, Switzerland, in 
which I became aware that the organi-
zation of the liturgical center made it 
absolutely clear that this was a 
Reformed church. That which I'd heard 
all my life in the Heidelberg, in baptism, 
the Lord's Supper, and in proclamation 
was set forth visually without confu-
sion. That experience was the seed of 
my book, Christ and A rchitecture. 

LB: How does the historical series fit 
into the picture? 

DB: While over the years, I've 
become increasingly concerned with the 
unity of the Christian church, I'm also 
keenly aware that each community has 
its own particular history and contribu-
tion to make to the life of the whole 
body. The RCA has in many ways been 
a leader in its theology and its mission 
to the world. That history deserves to be 
preserved and shared, that the 

Reformed Church in America may be rightly 
proud of its past and encouraged in its contem-
porary effort. 

LB: I'm sure as you head into retirement, 
you aren't planning a life of total leisure. What 
are some of your plans for the next few years? 

DB: I'll be trying to catch up on the backlog 
of manuscripts of the historical series. I hope to 
continue my friendships abroad by offering 
seminars through the seminary's CONnECTS 
continuing education program. I hope to make 
my biennial seminar for the lnterfaith Forum 
on Religion, Art, and Architecture [IFRAA] an 
annual event. In between those things, I hope 
to travel with my wife, Erma. There are many 
places we haven't been, in fact, most of the 
world. 

LB: As you look back, is there something 
that stands out as a particular highlight of your 
career? 

DB: In terms of recognition, it was the fifty-
two reviews in American and European jour-
nals of Christ and Architecture, and largely on 
the basis of that work, honorary membership in 
the Guild for Religious Architecture, and the 
Albert M. Conover Memorial Award from IFRAA. 
Ultimately, however, the greatest tribute are 
those students who go forth to communicate 
the good news of Jesus Christ, recognizing the 
diversity of the church, but in that diversity its 
unity in Christ. ~ 

George Brown was elected president of Christian Educators, RCA (CERCA) at its 
Faith Odyssey event in February. He is serving a one-year term. 

An essay by John Hesselink, "Some Distinctive Contributions of the Dutch-Ameri-
can Reformed Tradition," was published in Toward the Future of Reformed Theology: 
Tasks, Topics, Traditions, edited by Michael Welder and David Willis. The volume was 
originally published in German in 1998, under the title, Zur Zulamft der Reformierten 
Theologie. Aufgaben Themert Traditionert 

Leanne Van Dyk also contributed to the above volume, with an essay entitled, 
'Toward a New Typology of Reformed Doctrines of Atonement." In March, Van Dyk 
attended an international conference of Reformed theologians in Heidelberg Germany, 
sponsored by the Universi1y of Heidelberg and the Center of Theological Inquiry, Prince-
ton, New Jersey. 
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Alumni/ ae Council 
Holds Phonathon 1999 

The Rev. Mark Poppen served as a caller 
in Western's annual alumni/ ae phonathon. 
Six three-hour calling sessions were held 
between April 12 and 22 to ask alums for 
their financial support. Nearly 300 contacts 
were made, with two-thirds of those asked 
either agreeing to give or considering a gift. 

Why? 
As I went through my mail recently, I 

noticed three more appeal letters from vari-
ous organizations. That made seven for the 
week and it got me thinking. Why do my 
wife, Sara, and I choose to support Western 
Seminary over many other very worthwhile 
causes? You may think the answer is obvi-
ous, since I am responsible for the fundrais-
ing at Western. Shouldn't I support what I 
ask others to support? While that is true, 
there is more to it than that. 

Sara and I support Western Seminary 
because we believe our gifts will multiply. As 
David Livingstone said, "I will use my pos-
sessions to promote the glory of Him to 
whom I owe it all. " How better to promote 
the glory of God than to help raise up Chris-
tian leaders who will carry the torch for 
Christ for years to come? 

Western Seminary graduates have influ-
enced my life and I trust they have influ-
enced yours as well. Why give to Western 
Seminary? Because, God willing, the seeds 
that are planted and nurtured today will 
bear fruit fdr our children and grandchil-
dren tomorrow. 

KenNeevel 
Director of Advancement and CommWlications 

Alum line 
Collins Weeber '56 has president of both the D. Ivan Dykstra '38 

been appointed assistant Albany and the New York died February 28 in Woost-
dean of students at Knox synods. er, Ohio. He was born in 
Theological Seminary in Harry L. Brower '31 1915 in Platte, South 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, died in Grandville, Michi- Dakota, and graduated 
where he also serves as gan, March 11. He was from Hope College. After 
adjunct professor of prac- born in Zeeland, Michi- graduating from Western, 
tical theology. In his new gan, and graduated from he served Reformed 
role, he will assist stu- Hope College. After gradu- churches in Marbletown, 
dents in their spiritual ating from Western, he Clove, and Cottekill, New 
formation as they prepare served Reformed church- York, and Hawthorne, New 
for the pastorate. The es in Detroit, Grand Jersey. He then served as 
career shift comes after Rapids, and Wyoming, a professor at Hope College 
forty years in ministry in Michigan; Morrison, Illi- from 1947-1985. 
the local church. nois; Sioux Center, Iowa; William Rosenberg '42 

and Lake Worth, Florida. died in Cedar Falls, Iowa, 
Deceased Howard B. Scholten March 14. He was eighty-

'33 of Walnut Creek, Cal- two. He was born in Ore-
Franklin J. Hinkamp ifornia, died March 8. He gon, Illinois, and graduat-

'29 died in Holland, was 91. He was born in ed from Central College 
Michigan, April 9. He was Alton, Iowa, and was before coming to Western. 
ninety-five. He was born educated at Hope College He served Reformed 
in Alton, Wisconsin, and before attending Western. churches in Everly, Prairie 
graduated from Hope Col- He served Reformed City, and Cedar Falls, 
lege before attending churches in Michigan Iowa; Waupun, Wisconsin; 
Western. He continued and California before and Sioux Falls, South 
his studies at Auburn entering the military as a Dakota. 
Theological Seminary, chaplain. After his first Harvey Staal '46 died 
Princeton Theological active tour of duty, he February 21 in Hud-
Seminary, and McGill studied for the Episcopal sonville, Michigan, at the 
University. He was award- priesthood and was age of seventy-seven. He 
ed an honorary doctorate ordained in 1949. He was born in Grand Rapids, 
from Hope College in retired from the U.S. Air Michigan, and graduated 
1970. He served pas- Force as a Lt. Col. in from Hope College before 
torates in Amsterdam, 1967. He then served as attending Western. He 
Schenectady, and Pough- chaplain at the San served the Ontario 
keepsie, New York, and Rafael Military Academy Reformed Church in Web-
served the RCA on the for three years and as a ster, New York, before 
Board of Pensions, the minister in a variety of beginning thirty-eight 
Board of Education, as an Episcopal churches as years as a Reformed 
evangelist in Japan for needed until his retire- Church missionary in the 
several summers, and as ment. Middle East . 

Let classmates and colleagues know about the milestones in your life. Send your news items to "Alumline," 
Western Theological Seminary, 101 E. 13th Street, Holland, Ml 49423; fax 616-392-7717; 
e-mail laurie@westernsem:org 
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