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Slow-moving and tradition-bound 

as they are by nature, academic 
institutions still do sometimes 
change. Readers of the Commons will 
know that this year, following 
decades of a quarter-based academic 
calendar, Western Seminary has 
adopted a semester system. The 
embrace of semesters was the 
byproduct of an intensive review that 
has resulted in a new, mission-based 
curriculum. 

Among the advantages of a semes-
ter-based calendar was the opportu-
nity to implement a ten-day January 
term before the beginning of the sec-
ond semester. This January, in addi-
tion to two intensive courses taught 
at the seminary, a sizeable number of 
our students were involved in classes 
at distant sites. First-year master of 
divinity students were on retreat in 
Washington, D.C., deepening their~ 
understanding of God's call to min-
istry. Several third-year students 
were in Israel participating in a 
preaching seminar led by Professor 
Tim Brown and Ray Vanderlaan. And 
I was privileged to accompany anoth-
er group of students to Chiapas, 
Mexico, for an inter~ultural immer-
sion class that was arranged and 
guided by Vern and Carla Sterk, mis-
sionaries in Chiapas who spent the 
fall semester teaching at Western. 

Western is committed to mission-
oriented training, through which our 
students are encouraged to discover 
the contours of particular cultures, 
including their own, so that they 
might better lead congregations in 
understanding how the gospel is 
expressed in-and how it calls into 
question-every culture. Due to the 
generous support of several individu-
als who affirm the importance of off-
campus learning experiences, we 
have been able to offer them without 
creating a financial burden either for 
the students or for the seminary. 

The January term, with both on-
campus and off-campus courses, is 
one important component of that 
training, by which we believe our stu-
dents will be prepared to be more 
effective leaders in the mission of 
Christ's church. 

.. 
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Western Addresses Challenge 
Of Rising Enrollment 
By James Brownson 

In the last four years, Western's Master 
of Divinity enrollment has increased by 
more than 60 percent. This year, the sem-
inary's full-time equivalent is at an all-
time high, which means that there are 
more students in classes this year than at 
any point in Western's history. This won-
derful gift to the school brings with it 
exciting and demanding challenges. One 
of the challenges is class size. Western 
was forced this fall to refurbish its largest 
classroom-Room 101-in order to 
accommodate classes with as many as 
fifty-two students. Yet having enough 
space is only part of the challenge. The 
seminary also faces the reality that some 
classes are simply too large with fifty stu-

Western's recent purchase of two houses adjacent to the campus will help ease 
the current space crunch. 

dents in them. Next year, Western plans to offer split 
sections for seven different classes, so that the num-
bers in each classroom are small enough to allow for 
discussion and interaction. This solution will place 
new demands on faculty and may limit the number 
and range of elective offerings. 

Increasing enrollments place more pressure on 
student housing as well. Western's new student 
housing-built only five years ago-now has its 

The Rev. Dr. James V. Brownson is academic dean and 
James and Jean Cook Professor of New Testament at West-
ern Seminary . 

largest ever waiting list. The number of commuter 
students is increasing as well, and we are already 
developing more adequate space for a student lounge 
for study and relaxation. 

Western is planning to address these challenges 
thoughtfully, comprehensively, and with long-range 
vision. As President Dennis Voskuil has said, 'We 
have to think through the possibilities. We are study-
ing the needs of the institution and the church as we 
look a few years down the road. We want to stay five 
to ten years ahead of our needs." A strategic plan-
ning process was begun last fall, when the board of 
trustees and the faculty brainstormed together. 
Results of that session have been shaped into a 
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Reflections of. Ministry 

A Dream Come True 
bjjt 13t:i!t6t:Vta-13o J;J; 

This is a deep, dark secret-
during junior and senior high 
school, I desired that when I grew 
up, I would marry a minister and 
become a minister's wife! 
Although I don't remember shar-
ing this dream with anyone, I do 
recall feeling strongly that it was 
what I wanted for my future. Now 
that I am grown up, it is appar-
ent how in my life years ago, God 
planted seeds of doing ministry. 
How thankful I am to be where I 
am today! 

In today's world, the aspiration 
of growing up to become a minis-
ter's wife would be politically 
incorrect, sexist, and unimagina-
tive at best. But I didn't grow up 
in today's world. Most of my 
growing up years happened in 
the sixties in the confines of a 
small, predominantly Dutch 
town. My minister's wife was my 
heroine for I loved the key role 
she seemed to play in the min-
istry of our church, and I 
admired how well she played her 
role. My admiration included her 
husband and his pastoring of the 
people, but it never occurred to 
me to set my sights on being the 
pastor of a church. I believed. that 
the dream of doing "kingdom 
work" and being able to serve the 
church of Jesus Christ could only 
be a reality in my life if I could be 
fortunate enough to be able to 
marry a minister! 

Nearly thirty years have passed 
since that time in my life, and 
today I find myself sitting in my 
office writing this article for a col-
umn entitled, "~flections of Min-
istry," and I am not married to a 
minister! After some years of 
teaching and parenting three 
children, some colleagues and 
peers encouraged me to think 
about attending seminary rather 
than pursuing my masters in 
education. When I began the 
Masters of Religious Education 
Program at Western in 1990, it 
felt as if I had just put in place 
one of the final pieces in a jigsaw 
puzzle that I had been working 
on for years and years. Seminary 
was a "coming home" experience 
for me, and it reminded me of 
that seed that God planted in my 
life so long ago. Another one of 
those last pieces of the puzzle 
was placed as I began serving the 
congregation to which I belonged 

Barbara Boss '92 is director of Chris-
tian education at fue Church of the 
Living Christ in Frem9nt, Michigan. .. 

as director of Christian education 
following my commencement 
from Western in 1992. 

Over the past six years of min-
istry, I have seldom regretted my 
decision to pursue a Master of 
Religious Education degree rather 
than a Master of Divinity. I have 
continued to feel called by God to 
an educational ministry, but I 
have been blessed to be part of a 
church and a staff that recognize 
the way in which education and 
worship intersect and overlap in 
the life of a congregation. I have 
had opportunities to help lead 
worship, plan baptism, and share 
the story of the Good Shepherd 
from Children and Worship as 
part of a Communion liturgy. 
Tirrough my participation in wor-
ship, it has become apparent to 
many people in our congregation 
that when worship and education 
are integrated, our faith experi-
ence is enriched. My pastor col-
league and I have been able to 
blend creatively the tasks of 
teaching and preaching, recogniz-
ing the unique gifts that each of 
us brings to the life of our con-
gregation. 

As God initially extended the 
call on my life, I also believe that 
God affirms, ratifies, changes, 
and stretches the call on my 
life-and yours. My desire started 
as a young girl who understood 
that the only way to serve the 
church of Jesus Christ was to 
marry a minister. The call 
stretched when I found myself at 
seminary, and it keeps stretching 
as I seek to live out creatively the 
passion that I have for ministry. 
It is time for us to bridge the gap 
between those who are ordained 
and those of us who are not. Let 
us together live out our call to be 
the church of Jesus Christ-let 
us be "a thousand churches in a 
million ways doing one thing-fol-
lowing Christ in mission, in a lost 
and broken world so loved by 
God" (from the Statement of Mis-
sion and Vision, RCA, adopted by 
the General Synod, June 1997). 

Floding Is Formation for 
Ministry Director 
Two More Searches Undeiway 

The Rev. Matthew Floding began work in Jan-
uary as Western's new director of formation 
for ministry. He succeeds interim director 
Wesley Kiel, who will continue to assist Flod-
ing part-time until the end of the year. 

Floding comes to Western from Northwest-
ern College in Orange City, Iowa, where he 
was college chaplain. He also served churches 
in Janesville, Wisconsin; Wheaton, Illinois; 
and Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

The director of formation for ministry is 
the faculty member responsible for recruiting 
teaching churches and mentors and placing 
students in field experiences, as well as over-

seeing the learning web component of the Master of Divinity curriculum. 
'With Matt's broad range of experience both in an academic setting and 
in a variety of congregations, he has an excellent background for this 
position," said seminary president Dennis Voskuil. "He'll be coordinating 
work among churches, mentors, and other faculty members to prepare 
students for ministry. His wonderful capacity to listen and to relate to 
students should make him a very effective director." 

Two more additions to the faculty and staff are anticipated, as inter-
views are currently being conducted for a faculty position in New Testa-
ment and applications accepted for a director of continuing education. It 
is hoped that both positions will be filled by fall . 

Western Addresses Challenge 
Of Rising Enrollment 

Continued from page 1 

working document, to be further developed by a strategic planning committee. 
Major questions face the planning committee. How much larger should Western 
seek to grow? While no one can be certain that the current trend will continue, 
the seminary is close to being constrained by its numbers now, at the current 
enrollment of 164. If Western becomes a seminary of 200 or more students, it will 
face a major transition as an institution. President Voskuil summed up the goal of 
the plann1.1g process this way: "We're trying to plan responsibly even as we begin 
to catch a vision for some very exciting possibilities in service to Christ's church." 

Western recently purchased two houses adjacent to its property on College 
Avenue and is considering how best to use them in the next five to ten years. The 
solid financial support from churches, individuals, and foundations has moved 
the seminary from "survival mode" to a forward-looking clarification of the semi-
nary's vision and mission. Opportunities for more effective ministry abound, in 
expanding continuing education, in possible new or refocused degree programs, 
and in making the most effective use of our gifted faculty. 

In the midst of so many opportunities, the challenge is to stay focused on 
Western's central mission to equip Christians to lead the church in mission. We 
don't know entirely where God is leading us, but we do want to be good stewards 
of the opportunities and challenges that God is placing before us right now. ~ 

CONnECTS, Western's program of continuing education, is open 
to anyone interested in extending or enriching their Christian under-
standing and discipleship. The 
opportunities have typically 
included lectures and one-day 
workshops, but this fall a 

CO_N_ -ECIS.v~ 
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seven-week class was intro- Continuing Education for Christian Training and Service 
duced, and the spring semester 
includes a second, semester-
long class. 

In that class, called "Sacred 
Time: Contemplative Prayer as 
Sabbath," taught by the Rev. 
Marchiene Rienstra, a group 
made up of pastors and lay 
students meets on Tuesday 
evenings throughout the sec-
ond semester. They are working 
to understand and put into 
practice methods of prayer that 
will create Sabbath rest in the 
midst of their daily lives. 

Coming up through CONnECTS: 
• New Directions in Christian Education, March 30 

a workshop led by George Brown 
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Alurnni Profiles 

1999 Distinguished Alumni 

M. Eugene Osterhaven '41 
By John Hesselink 

Few people in the Reformed Church in 
America command admiration and affection 
as does M. Eugene Osterhaven. He has been 
"the" major Reformed theologian in the 
Reformed Church in America for approxi-
mately forty years, and his influence contin-
ues to be felt as he counsels and encourages 
former students and friends and energetically 
supports the Reformed Academy and Semi-
nary in Sarospatak, Hungary. Also, his more 
formal theological impact continues to be felt 
in Japan and Korea where his two major 
works, The Spirit of the Reformed Tradition 
(1971) and The Faith of the Church (1982), are 
now available in Japanese and Korean. 

Growing up on the west side of Grand 
Rapids , the young Gene, by his own admis-
sion, was not a consistently good student, but 
he eventually found intellectual stimulation at 
Hope College. There the former president, 
Edward Dimnent, inspired him to pursue a 
career in law. After acceptance to law school, 
however, he decided that God's will for him 
was not the study of law but theology. 

Later, as a doctoral student at Princeton 
Seminary, Gene met his theological mentors: 
John Kuizenga, Otto Piper, and the highly 
regarded Czech theologian, Joseph Hromodka. 
Later he also studied with A.A. van Ruler, 
Simon van der Lihde, and briefly with Karl 
Barth and Oscar Cullmann. Still, Gene readily 
acknowledges that his greatest teacher was 
Albertus Pieters, a long-time missionary in 

Continued on page 4 

Maurice Eugene Osterhaven 
Born: Grand Rapids, Michigan, December 8, 1915 
Education: Grand Rapids Junior College, 1932-35 

A.B. Hope College, 1937 
B.D. Western Seminary, 1941 ; 
Th.D. Princeton Theological Seminary, 1948 
University of Utrecht, 1962-63 

Ordained: Classis of Grand Rapids, 1943 
Pastor: Presbyterian Church of New Gretna, New 

Jersey, 1942-43; 
Third Reformed Church of Raritan, New Jersey, 

1943-45 
Professor: Hope College, 1945-52; 

Western Theological Seminary, 1953-86 
Adjunct professor: 

Presbyterian Theological College, 1987; 
University of Dubuque Presbyterian Theological 

School, 1988; 
Trinity Evangelical Theological School, 1989. 

The Rev. Dr. I. John Hesselink is Albertus C. Van 
Raalte Professor of Systematic Theology, emeritus, 
at Western Theological Seminary. 

Robert Swart '44 
By Trudy Vander Haar 

For nine dusty hours we bounced along on 
our journey from the Swarts' home in the 
African bush to Nairobi, Kenya's capitol city. A 
trailer was attached to the fully packed Land 
Cruiser. My husband, Del, and five mission 
volunteers rode back there on wooden plank 
benches. 

As the female guest, I was privileged to be 
in the cab with the driver, Bob Swart, and his 
wife, Morrie. We were fascinated by the gazelle, 
baboons, and giraffe we saw as well as by 
neighboring Somali herding their camels. 

But my most vivid memory is of our 
"singing safari." Along the way, we entertained 
ourselves with songs from the Swarts' impres-
sive repertoire. This was appropriate, since 
our long friendship began when I was a fresh-
man at Hope College and sang i11 a church 
choir directed by Bob, then a seminary stu-
dent. 

Each week I rode out with Bob for choir 
practice at the country church we both 
attended. Bob was missing his sister that first 
year after she graduated from Hope, and he 
dubbed me his surrogate sister. Even more, he 
was missing Morrie, his fiancee, who had also 
graduated from Hope and was attending Bibli-
cal Seminary in New York. 

It was after Bob and Morrie went to Africa, 
though, that I really got to know them through 
brief furlough visits and the wonderfully 
descriptive letters that Morrie sent in response 
to ours. And now, many years later, we were 
actually visiting them in Kenya. As we 
bumped along, we sang Morrie's favorite 
hymn, "God is Working His Purpose Out." 

I'm sure that when they were young, Bob 
and Morrie could never have imagined the full, 

Continued on page 4 

John Robert Swart 
Born: Rockford, Illinois, June 16, 1919 
Education: Wheaton College, 1937-38; 

A.B. Hope College 1941; 
B.D. Western Seminary 1944; 
Cornell University, 1946-47 

Ordained: Classis of !Iliana, 1944 
Pastor: Grace Reformed Church, Fond du Lac, 

Wisconsin , 1944-46 
Missionary: Sudan, Africa, 1948-62; 

Ethiopia and Kenya, Africa, 1963-88 

Trudy Vander Haar traveled to Reformed church 
mission stations in Kenya in 1987 with her hus-
band, the Rev. Del Vande Haar, then secretary for 
stewardship and mission development for the 
Reformed Church in America. 

Raymond Van Heukelom '40 
By E. William Kennedy 

The Rev. Dr. Raymond R. Van Heukelom 
was our pastor from 1963, when my wife and 
I arrived in Orange City, Iowa, to teach at 
Northwestern College, until his retirement in 
1979. He and his wife, Johanna, have also 
been our friends for more than thirty-five 
years. 

Raymond Richard Van Heukelom, born in 
Pella, Iowa, in 1914, earned degrees from Cen-
tral College and Western Seminary, plus 
Calvin Seminary (Th.M.) and Northern Baptist 
Seminary (Th.D.). After ordination in 1940, he 
pastored congregations in Corinth, Michigan; 
Chicago; Holland, Michigan; and Orange City. 
He was also a World War II army chaplain 
and, after retiring, calling pastor at the Cen-
tral Park Reformed Church in Holland. In 
1968 he was elected president of the General 
Synod and awarded an honorary Doctor of 
Divinity degree from Central College. 

My wife and I were initially a ttracted to First 
Church, Orange City, by this "prince of the 
pulpit's" eloquent preaching. His effortless 
command of language, evidently innate but 
fed by wide reading, appealed to us as teach-
ers. We had discovered a learned pastor, a rar-
ity even in those days. His sermons were bibli-
cal, orthodox, and warmly spiritual, garnished 
with illustrations drawn from literature, histo-
ry, and common life. They carried emotional 
freight, well conveyed by his expressive voice. 
We found him particularly gifted in portraying 
things unseen-"the heavenlies." And all this 
was done without a manuscript! He was and 
is a preacher's preacher. 

While his rich vocabulary and lofty 

Continued on page 4 

Raymond Richard Van Heukelom 
Born: Pella, Iowa, July 13, 1914 
Education: A.B., Central College, 1937 

B.D. Western Seminary, 1940 
Th.M. Calvin S~minary, 1943 
Th.D. Northern Baptist Seminary, 1953 

Ordained: Classis of Grand Rapids, 1940 
Pastor: Community Church in Corinth, Michigan, 

1940-47 
U.S. Army chaplain, 1943-46 
Emmanuel Reformed Church, Chicago, Illinois, 

1947-53 
First Reformed Church, Holland, Michigan 1954-61 
First Reformed Church, Orange City, Iowa, 1961 -79 

General Synod vice president, 1967-68; president, 
1968-69 

The Rev. Dr. Earl William Kennedy is Marvin and 
Jerene De Witt Professor of Religion, emeritus, a t 
Northwestern College in Orange City, Iowa, and a 
former parishioner of Raymond Van Heukelom. 
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Osterhaven 
Continued from page 3 

Japan who spent the last half of 
his career teaching at Hope Col-
lege and Western Seminary. 

One can trace four stages in 
Gene's theological development. 
Initially he was attracted to the 
apologetic approach of the old 
Princeton theology, particularly 
that of B.B. Warfield. However, 
he had also come to appreciate 
the Dutch neo-Calvinist theolo-
gians Abraham Kuyper and Her-
man Bavinck. The latter won out 
in the second stage of his devel-
opment. In the third stage he 
put to use the newer insights of 
the so-called neo-orthodox theolo-
gians, in particular Karl Barth, 
Emil Brunner, and Reinhold 
Niebuhr. In the 1950s he had his 
students read both types of the-
ologians: Warfield and Bavinck, 
and Barth and Brunner. 

In the 1970s, however, all this 
was refined into Gene's own 
brand of Reformed theology, 
which reflected the influence of 
his doctoral dissertation on 
Calvin and the knowledge of God. 
He also came to have a deeper 
appreciation for the Reformed 
confessions and his Dutch her-
itage, particularly the experiential 
theology of Dutch Reformed 
pietism. 

The result of all of this can be 
seen in his book, The Spirit of the 
Reformed Tradition. He con-
cludes that significant study with 
the following words: 

Reduced to a minimum, it is 
a consciousness of being in 
God's presence with a call to 
live unto him. The conse- · 
cration of life, personally 
and in its social relation-
ships, is the Christian's 
mandate and privilege. It 
also becomes the dynamic 
by which he lives, for it 
brings him into fellowship 
with God whose resources 
are infinite (p. 168). 
This epitomizes Eugene Oster-

haven's life and spirit. His contri-
butions to WesterJ1 Seminary, the 
Reformed church, and the 
church at large are too numerous 
to mention them all, but here are 
a few: serving as a volunteer 
executive for the Boy Scouts of 
America, recording secretary for 
the North American and 
Caribbean Area of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, 
interfaith dialogue partner with 
Roman Catholics and Lutherans, 
member of the Theological Com-
mission of the RCA, and various 
guest professorships. 

However, all of these activities 
were always peripheral to his 
main contribution- teaching at 
the seminary. Recounting lessons 
he learned in teaching, Gene 
mentions that he always strove 
for "fairness in dealing with stu-
dents and to respect the gifts of 
each." Another lesson he learned 
was "the importance of kindness 
and love." Those who were privi-
leged to be his students will testi-
fy that he exemplified those quali-
ties in a marvelous way. They 
will also never forget his canoeing 
stories and outbursts of passion 

and righteous indignation con-
cerning heresies that threatened 
the church (above all, Pelagian-
ism) and inconsistencies that 
would compromise its witness. 

His other great loves were his 
family and the affection and sup-
port of his wife, Margaret; his 
yearly canoe trips into the Cana-
dian wilds; and the Hungarian 
Reformed Church in general and 
Sarospatak in particular. It is 
significant that the two longest 
chapters in his memoir are on 
Sarospatak and 'Theology-by-
Canoe." And it is remarkable 
that a theologian who so consis-
tently stressed the grace of God 
revealed in Jesus Christ should 
at the same time be such an 
enthusiast about God's revelation 
in nature. 

We whose lives have been 
touched by his thank God for 
that providence and grace which 
has so blessed our colleague and 
friend, Eugene Osterhaven, 
Reformed theologian par excel-
lence, and one who like his spiri-
tual mentor, John Calvin, can be 
characterized as a man with a 
burning heart. ~ 

Swart 
Continued from page 3 

sometimes difficult, but reward-
ing years that lay ahead. Even 
back then, as Bob gave up the 
idea of working in his father's 
store in favor of attending Hope 
College, "God was working his 
purpose out." 

At Hope, Bob met and fell in 
love with the charming Morrell 
Webber from Long Island, New 
York. Although both young people 
were open to missionary service, 
Africa was the one place where 
Morrie had imagined she could 
never live. But to Africa they 
went, and there they experienced 
God's blessing as they worked for 
four decades and happily raised 
their six children. 

Not that their lives in Africa 
were easy. After years of hard 
work in the Sudan, they had to 
leave abruptly. Later, they were 
forced out of Ethiopia. Still later, 
accused of being spies, they were 
expelled from Ileret in Kenya on 
the border of Ethiopia. Through 
life-threatening bandit raids and 
thwarted plans, as well as experi-
ences that could well have ended 
in tragedy but for God's interven-
tion, they saw God working for 
their own preservation and for 
the growth of the church. They 
persevered with confidence that 
"he who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion" 
(Phil. 1:6). 

The Swarts' greatest loss was 
the death of their son and two 
grandsons as they were returning 
from taking part in the dedication 
of the Robert and Morrell Swart 
Conference Center at the African 
Inland Missionary College in 
Eldoret, Kenya. God provided 
special grace to this most gra-
cious couple in the face of this 
sadness. 

God gave the Swarts the gift of 
creativity and versatility in their 
ministry. For example, knowing 

that spiritual hunger cannot be 
satisfied until physical hunger is 
assuaged, Bob created a windmill 
project. And I shall never forget 
Morrie's hospitality as we ate our 
meals in their open-air "dining 
room" under a thorn tree. 

And so it was that, after five 
wonderful days at their home, we 
were headed back to Nairobi. We 
were amazed at how Bob knew 
the way, for there seemed to be 
no roads. How did he know 
which shrubs to go around and 
in what direction? This was sym-
bolic of their life in Africa. There 
were no roadmaps but they had a 
very strong, abiding faith that 
God would lead them through 
work, prayer, people, and experi-
ences. 

In a letter to their children, 
Morrie wrote, "It's an ever more 
wonderful experience to keep sur-
rendering the helm of our lives to 
God's direction .. .. For all who put 
their lives at the Lord's dispos-
al .. .it's a great adventure in faith 
and in life, and as far as we're 
concerned, it's the only way to 
go" (Morrell Swart, The Call of 
Africa, Grand Rapids : Eerdmans 
Publishing, p. 290). ~ 

Van Heukelom 
Continued from page 3 

thoughts were sometimes said to 
be over the heads of some wor-
shipers, he injected large doses of 
homely-or, more precisely, fami-
ly- illustrations into his mes-
sages. Stories about the soil, 
crops, and horses were rarely 
absent from his sermons. He 
never forgot his roots. (When he 
rett"ed, he bought an acr eage 
where he kept a garden and hors-
es.) Another way in which Ray 
reached his small-town flock in 
Orange City was by his passion-
ate patriotism and support of tra-
ditional values, including temper-
ance; his chaplaincy experiences 
seasoned many a sermon. His 
children's sermons, beautifully 
attuned to young minds, reached 
everyone in the congregation; 
many still remember the church 
mouse character he invented. 

A true son of Pella's Third 
Reformed Church, which began 
in 1868 as a Calvinistic alterna-
tive to the more generically evan-
gelical First Reformed congrega-

tion, Ray has championed the 
Reformed faith, not least in his 
concern for Christian education. 
He presided over the erection of a 
Sunday-school building at First 
Church in Orange City, intro-
duced catechetical materials pub-
lished by the Christian Reformed 
church, and in the 1960s led in 
choosing the Calvinistic Trinity 
Hymnal to replace a rather Bap-
tist-leaning evangelical gospel 
song book for congregational wor-
ship. In general, he has been 
sympathetic toward and encour-
aged cordial relations with the 
Christian Reformed church. 

Johanna Van Heukelom has 
shared in his ministry, largely by 
supplying domestic encourage-
ment, warm hospitality that 
draws people out, and delicious 
meals. Who could resist her pies? 
It's surprising that her husband 
has never had a weight problem! 
Recently he has learned to cook 
and care for her as her health 
has become more fragile . Another 
attractive feature has been Ray's 
devotion to family- his wife, his 
sons, and their families . While 
some ministers may sometimes 
slight their home life, he has 
always been available for his own. 
Finally, the Van Heukeloms have 
been loyal and generous friends 
to us and to many others. For 
instance, they gave, in retirement, 
the largest gift to the support of 
our son on a summer service pro-
ject. 

One of the most moving experi-
ences of my life was the return of 
Ray and Johanna Van Heukelom 
to help celebrate the 125th 
anniversary of the First Reformed 
Church in Orange City in 1996. 
She was not well, and he was 
approaching his 82nd birthday. 
He was to preach for the Sunday 
morning Communion service. Not 
having seen and heard him in the 
pulpit for some years, I wondered 
how he would handle the assign-
ment. I need not have worried. 
My prayers were answered. His 
gifts continued to be used by the 
Holy Spirit as he gave an elo-
quent, Christ-centered message, 
which touched everyone there. I 
haven't heard John Chrysostom 
("the golden-mouthed") or George 
Whitefield ("the divine drama-
tist'')- two renowned pulpit ora-
tors of long ago-but I have seen 
heaven opened through the 
preaching of Dr. Raymond Van 
Heukelom, Verbi Dei Minister. 
Soll Deo Gloria! ~ 

Distinguished Alumni/ae Award 
The Western Seminary Alumni/ ae Council selects recipients of the 

Distinguished Alumni/ ae Award based on nominations gathered 
every two years from alums. Your next chance to nominate a col-
league for the award is coming this summer. Watch the mail for your 
nomination form. 

Alumni/ ae Council membership: 
Roger Vander Kolk, '61, president 
Mark Nieuwsma '76, vice president 
Todd Buurstra, '87 , secretary 
Glenn Bruggers, '51, necrology secretary 
Daniel Gillett, '89 
John Maassen, '49 
Marilyn Norman, '86 
Mark Poppen, '80 
Henry Stegenga, '59 
Darwin Vander Wal '76 
James Van Zetten '84 
Barbara Wright, '94 
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Faculty Interview 

With Leanne Van Dyk 
Dr. Leanne Van Dyk, associate professor 

of Reformed theology, hns just completed 
her first semester on Westem's faculty. In 
order to introduce herself to Commons read-
ers, she talked recently with editor Laurie 
Baron about her background and loves, pro-
fessional and personal. 

LB: Leanne, will you tell me a little about 
your background, and how you came to be a 
professor of theology? 

LVD: I grew up in Grand Rapids in a Christ-
ian Reformed home-my father was a CRC pas-
tor, and my mother was a kindergarten teacher. 
I graduated from Calvin College with a major in 
elementary education and music, and I taught 
fourth grade for four years. 

During those years, I began to perceive a call 
to ministry that was unmistakable. By that I 
mean that I tried to put it out of my mind, but 
it wouldn't be dismissed. 

At that point, the CRC was in fierce dispute 
about the issue of women being ordained. But I 
went to Calvin Seminary anyway. And I 
absolutely loved it. The theological studies, 
Greek, Hebrew, I loved every part of the cur-
riculum. It was a difficult time because of the 
argument raging over the ordination of 
women-and I was caught in the middle of 
that. But I really enjoyed my studies. 

When it came time to graduate, I knew that 
ordination wasn't going to be an option. Several 
key professors encouraged me to go on to do a 
Ph.D. in theology. Although at the time I 
would've preferred to be in palish ministry, in 
hindsight, I'm grateful for the path my life has 
taken. The ministry I'm in now is clearly where 
I have been called. It fits my gifts and abilities 
in ways I couldn't have foreseen. 

I studied for my Ph.D. at Princeton Theologi-
cal Seminary, where I wrote my dissertation on 
the doctrine of the Atonement- and where I 
met my husband, Steven Chase. Our daughter, 
Rachel, was born toward the end of my doctoral 
work. 

My first teaching job was at San Francisco 
Theological Seminary, a seminary of the Presby-
terian Church, hs.A. I taught there for six 
years before coming to Western last summer. 

LB: You mentioned your dissertation topic. 
What attracts you to the study of the doctrine 
of the Atonement? 

LVD: The confession that Jesus' death has 
saving significance is at the heart of Christian 
faith. It's also one of the most difficult doctrines 
to understand. It's extremely paradoxical. Some 
people have found it offensive-and theologians 
going back to the Apostle Paul have known 
that. That's what draws me-its importance. 
Every generation has to find a way to give voice 
to this faith. Today, some people are puzzled by 
it-even a little worried that the cross is sort of 
an embarrassment. I'd like to articulate the 
doctrine in a way that it can provide comfort 
and joy. 

LB: I'm also interested in your new book in 
process, which you've described as Christology 
for interested lay people. Why should lay people 
be interested in a theological topic like Christol-
ogy? 

LVD: Christology is about who Jesus is, what 
Jesus did, and what difference it makes. 
Although classical Christology is very compli-
cated, at its heqrt it's about these questions-
and they are central to the faith. And I believe 
it's the responsibility of Christian believers to 
find words to express what they believe. Our 

catechisms can help in that, but they also need 
contemporary language to express the themes 
of faith. 

LB: Your theological interests appear to 
move pretty consistently toward the person and 
work of Jesus Christ. 

LVD: Yes, but I'm also interested in the new 
voices making themselves heard in contempo-
rary theology-such as African American and 
women's voices, a new global awareness. 
There's interesting stuff in Christology coming 
out of Africa, how African theologians express 
who Jesus is and what he did. When we listen 
to these relatively new voices, our own faith 
deepens and expands. 

LB: You've been implying your answer to my 
next question, I think, but could you talk a lit-
tle about the role of the theologian in the 
church? 

LVD: Theologians are always called to the 
service of the church. Theology is also an acad-
emic discipline, and I respect that very much. 
However, I believe my voice, if it is to be of any 
use, must be of use to the church. 

Of course, I do that primarily by teaching 
students who will become pastors. In prepara-
tion for my teaching, I frequently ask the ques-
tions, how can this doctrine be preached? What 
difference does it make at the bedside of a 
parishioner in the hospital? 

At another level, though, being in service to 
the church means being involved in a local con-

Faculty News 

gregation and being available for teaching and 
preaching. Finally, it means participating at the 
denominational level wherever my work might 
be helpful. There are layers of opportunities for 
ministry to the church. That's where my ener-
gies are focused. 

LB: What do you do when your teaching 
day is done? 

LVD: Well, I have a six-year-old daughter, 
and we enjoy family activities-bicycling, travel. 
And I love to read. I always have a book going. 

LB: What are you reading now? 
LVD: It's a book by Richard Holbrooke, who 

was a negotiator for the U.S. in the recent war 
in Bosnia. I've also recently finished a wonder-
ful collection of short stories by Alice Munroe 
called, The Love of a Good Woman. And my 
daughter's class has been making squares for a 
quilt. I'm not a quilter, but I like to sew, so I'm 
putting it together for them! 

LB: Leanne, you've been at Western one 
semester now. What's your initial impression? 

LVD: I really enjoy my colleagues. It's a sup-
portive, engaging faculty- which is a great gift 
and a healthy environment to work in. I also 
thoroughly enjoy my students-I knew I would; 
it's teaching that I love. But I'm impressed with 
their energy, commitment, and curiosity. I'm 
looking forward to getting to know the students 
I haven't had in class yet. It deepens your 
teaching when you get to know people. It 
becomes very satisfying work. ~ 

George Hunsberger joined Jan Nieder-Heitmann, a South African graduate of 
Western's Th.M. Program, in making a presentation on the Gospel and Our Culture 
Network (GOCN), of which Hunsberger is coordinator, at the World Council of Churches 
Assembly in Harare, Zimbabwe, in December. 

Two books in the GOCN series are named in a list of fifteen outstanding books of 
1998 for mission studies by the editors of the International Bulletin of Missionary 
Research. They are Bearing the Witness of the Spirit: Lesslie Newbigin's Theology of Cul-
tural Plurality, by George Hunsberger, and Missional Church, written by six authors, 
including Hunsberger, and edited by Darrell Guder. 

Christopher Kaiser's article, "Extraterrestrial Life and Extraterrestrial Intelligence" 
(Reformed Review, 1997-98, 51), has been selected for the John Templeton Foundation 
Exemplary Papers Award Program for 1998 in the theology and natural sciences cate-
gory. 
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Thanks! 

Western 's development team: (left to right) Harold Ritsema, Vern Hoffman, and Ken Neevel. 

Recently I had the pleasure of visiting many friends of Western Seminary in 
Florida. Vern Hoffman and I spent eight days working our way down the Gulf 
Coast and into the Florida Keys. During this trip I was reminded once again of 
the wonderful people that I have the privilege of knowing because of their com-
mitment to the mission of Western Seminary. 

I'm sure you are aware by now that Western has been blessed in recent years 
with gifted students, committed faculty, and strong leadership. What you may 
not know is how Western has also been blessed through the prayers and finan-
cial gifts of so many people throughout the church. Our needs continue to be 
great, and we pray you will continue to be faithful and generous in your sup-
port. However, on behalf of our development team-Vern Hoffman, Harold Ritse-
ma, and myself-let me take this opportunity simply to say thank you. 

Thank you for receiving us warmly when we visit, for responding to our let-
ters, for encouraging us with your prayers and your voices and for supporting 
Western Seminary. It is a privilege to work with you! 

Wendell Chino Dies 

KenNeevel 
Director of Advancement and Commwtications 

The Rev. Wendell Chino, a graduate ofWestern's class of 1951 and president of the 
Mescalero, New Mexico, Apache Nation, died last November at age seventy-four. He 
died of a heart attack while being treated at a health clinic in Santa Monica, Califor-
nia. 

President of his tribe for thirty-four years, Chino was one of the leaders of the 
American Indian movement from its beginning in the 1960s. He was a controversial 
leader, helpi..."lg his tribe regair1 control of its land from the federal government and 
establishing businesses, schools,· and a hospital-but drawing criticism from within in 
his community by refusing to deal with state government and by inviting nuclear 
power companies to bury radioactive waste on tribal land. He was a world-traveled 
spokesman for Indian issues and served as president of the National Congress of 
American Indians. 

He is survived by his wife, Rita, and his son, Mark, both of Mescalero. 
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Alumline 
Jeff Van Der Weele '81 

has become pastor of both a 
Reformed and a Christian 
Reformed congregation in 
western rural Kansas. The 
joint pastorate was made 
possible in 1997, when the 
CRC synod changed church 
order to allow ministers of 
denominations in ecclesias-
tical fellowship with the CRC 
to serve within that denomi-
nation while simultaneously 
serving within their own 
denominations. 

Peter Dykema '87 
received a Ph.D. from the 
University of Arizona last 
spring. He lives in Tucson 
and teaches on the Refor-
mation, the history of Chris-
tianity, and western civiliza-
tions in the History Depart-
ment at Arizona. 

Jayne Yonkman '91 is 
the spiritual care minister 
for the new Wege Institute 
for Mind, Body, Spirit, which 
is housed in the Wege 
Health and Learning Center 
of Saint Mary's Hospital in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
The institute is part of the 
hospital's effort to include 
complementary therapies in 
their holistic approach to 
healing. 

Deceased 
Ralph Menning '41 died 

in Pella, Iowa, December 11. 
A native of Westfield, North 
Dakota, he graduated from 
Central College in Pella, 
Iowa. After graduating from 
Western he was pastor of 
churches in Sully, Iowa; 
Bellflower, California; Den-
ver, Colorado; Holland, 
Michigan; Midland Park, 
New Jersey; Grandville, 
Michigan; Fremont, Michi-
gan; and McKee, Kentucky. 
He was eighty-two. 

Willis Zenk '42 died in 
Kennewick, Washington, 
September 24. He was born 
in Linton, North Dakota, in 
1916 and earned a bache-
lors degree from Rutgers 
University and attended New 

Brunswick Seminary before 
graduating from Western. He 
served as pastor of the Hyde 
Park, New York, Reformed 
Church; as a missionary 
among American Indians; 
and for more than twenty 
years as a public school 
teacher. 

William Coons '44 died 
in Altamont, New York, 
November 4 at the age of 
eighty-one. He was a New 
York native, born in Ger-
mantown. He graduated 
from Hope College in Hol-
land, Michigan, and, after 
graduating from Western, 
served churches in Ghent, 
New Concord, Coxsackie, 
Schenectady, Hawthorne, 
and Amsterdam, New York. 
He also served as president 
of the Particular Synod of 
the Atlantics in 1955-56. 

Gideon Wolbrink '49 died 
November 24 at age eighty-
two in Ackley, Iowa. He was 
born in Stickney, South 
Dakota, and graduated from 
Central College in Pella, 
Iowa, before earning his BD 
at Western. He served as 
pastor to churches in 
Litchville and Marion, North 
Dakota; Erie, Illinois; and 
Wellsburg, Iowa. 

Austin Earle Atwood '52 
died November 7 in Oak 
Harbor, Washington. He was 
seventy-six years old. He 
was born in Sparta, Wiscon-
sin, and educated at Seattle 
Pacific College. After gradu-
ating from Western, he 
served churches in Bristow 
and Hawarden, Iowa; Yaki-
ma, Washington; and as a 
Navy chaplain. 

Paul Tanis '52 died 
December 13 in Pella, Iowa, 
at the age of seventy-one. He 
was born in Holland, Michi-
gan, and received his AB. 
from Central College in 
Pella, Iowa, before coming to 
Western. He served as a 
missionary in Japan and as 
a pastor in Rochester, Min-
nesota; Oak Harbor, Wash-
ington; Stout, Iowa; and 
Sheldon, Iowa. 

Let classmates and colleagues know about the milestones in your life. 
Send your news items to "Alumline," Western Theological Seminary, 
101 E. 13th Street, Holland, Ml 49423; fax 616-392-7717; 
e-mail laurie@westernsem.org 
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