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The church in North 1\rnerica 
today is suffering from theological 
illiteracy. Even in our Reformed 
tradition, so strongly devoted to 
the "priesthood of all believers" 
and general theological training, 
we seem to have become impa-
tient with catechism classes and 
sermons devoted to essential 
beliefs and doctrines . In a culture 
that is driven by what seems to 
be relevant and immediate, the 
church more often responds with 
a "how to" than with a "why." 

I'm well aware that the church, 
sometimes even clergy, respond to 
the fact of its own theological 
ignorance with an increasingly . 
bored shrug of the shoulders. Yet 
in the diversity of belief that more 
and more makes up the North 
American scene, theological illit-
eracy is just what we cannot 
afford. The recent controversy in 
the Reformed Church in America 
over our understanding of the 
saving work of Christ is an exam-
ple of why it is so important to 
have a firm grasp of the biblical 
and theological cornerstones of 
our faith. The gre~t doctrines of 
Christianity must engage and 
energize each generation anew. 

It is the mission of Western 
Seminary to be a theological 
training center not only for those 
who are called as preachers, mis-
sionaries, youth directors, and 
Christian educators, but also for 
all those who are members of the 
body of Christ. That is the reason 
we look for faculty members who 
are not only first -rate scholars, 
but also teachers of the highest 
order for the church at large. 

This summer we rejoice that 
this calling continues in the 
appointment of Leanne Van Dyk 
as professor of Reformed theology. 
Leanne is a worthy successor to 
John Hesselink, who, upon enter-
ing retirement, said confidently of 
Leanne, "She is solid theologically, 
enthusiastically Reformed, and a 
Winsome teacher." She also 
shares John's ability to engage 
people theologically. She will help 
the church continue the conver-
sation that is so vital· if it is to 
thrive and grow even in the fierce 
Winds of cultural challenge. 
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Alumna Profile 

Agent for Change 
Since she began her second career in 

ministry with the class of 1985, the 
Rev. Mary Fitzgerald has been busy 
toppling stereotypes and helping 
churches find new direction. 

Although women have been serving the 
Reformed Church in America as ministers for 
something approaching a generation, certain 
expectations still cling to them like static in poly-
ester: A woman will be good at pastoral care, not 
so good at administration. A woman will not dis-
rupt her home life to take a distant call. A 
woman will communicate with subtlety rather 
than directness, she will nurture rather than 
confront. 

No wonder Mary Fitzgerald can shake people 
up. She was a top-notch manager before she ever 
donned a clerical robe, serving as dean of student 
life at Nazareth College in Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
and as director of a deferred prosecution program 
for youthful offenders. She has served three 
churches, one in Texas, one in Michigan, and one 
in New Jersey, and her attorney husband has 
adjusted his career to accommodate her calls. 
And she characterizes herself as very direct and 
honest-qualities she admits can take people 
aback when she's preaching from the prophets. 

But if she confounds expectations, Mary also 
leads people to trade old ways and habits of 
thought for new ones, and she has gained a rep-
utation as someone who makes a difference in 
congregations. Recognition of this ability has 
come from George Barna, a church researcher 
and analyst who included her among thirty pas-
tors on whose work he based his book, Twn-
around Churches (Regal Books, 1993). When 
Barna found her, Mary was a solo pastor serving 
the Calvary Reformed Church in Southgate, 
Michigan, a church that, Mary said, "felt it was 
going to die." She was able to involve more people 
in the congregation in ministry and, in a way she 
remembers as pretty amazing, the congregation 
began to welcome new members and to envision 
a future where none had seemed to be. 

Similarly, Mary has been an agent of change in 
the other congregations she has served. At the 
Reformed Church in Plano, Texas, where she was 
associate pastor for congregational life, the 
change began (and continues) through adult 
Bible study and small groups. In Glen Rock, New 
Jersey, where she now serves the Community 
Church as senior pastor, she led the consistory to 
become a covenant community- literally-
through a covenant they wrote in which consisto-
ry members "make promises to God, to each 

other; and to the congregation about how we will 
work with each other." 

How has she become, in so few years, a model 
for what is currently known as a "transformation-
al leader" and the head of a staff ministry? She 
believes, 'The Lord wanted it to happen. I enjoyed 
leadership experiences before entering the min-
istry that probably opened the way. It was 
unusual to have the professional experiences I 
had as a young woman. To bring them into min-
istry was unique. 

"One of my strengths is the ability to give direc-
tion for the work of others- to bring unity to a 
staff and allow them to use their gifts. In semi-
nary, a lead or senior pastor position seemed 
impossible in our denomination, but over time, 
the opportunities have become more available. By 
God's grace the work I've been able to do at 
churches was good, solid work. That opened 
doors too." 

Still, an open door only leads to new opportu-
nities if you are able to walk through it , and 
Mary's doors have opened in very widespread 
locations. Men and women alike face obstacles to 
moves of hundreds, sometimes thousands of 
miles, especially when two careers are involved. 
Mary credits her cross-country moves to the fact 
that she and her husband, John, "have always 
been supportive of one another and we've always 
made these decisions together." 

John found legal work in Mary's first two pas-
torates and used the move to the East Coast as 
an opportunity to take a different direction, 
studying to become certified as a bioethicist. Now 
that his studies are complete, however, he is hav-
ing difficulty finding a job in his new field. And 

Continued on page 6 
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Reflections of Ministry 

Saying Good-by 
to Peggy 

Our eyes glanced restlessly 
about the room. Flashing lights 
caught our attention. Ringing 
alarms stopped our breathing. 
The nurse's sudden appearance 
made us all shuffle self-con-
sciously against the walls to give 
way for her to check for what we 
knew but hated to admit were the 
certain signs of life's ebbing. 
Peggy, the one who drew us all 
together in this tiny room, was 
restless. A tape of Comanche 
hymns with their hypnotic 
rhythms expressing a cadence of 
confident faith in Iich a Capella 
seemed to settle her. The nurse 
performed the Iituals marking 
Peggy's dwindling earthly time 
line. Then she left the room. We 
all shuffled back around Peggy's 
bed. 

Soon the tape ended, and 
Peggy stirred restlessly. We 
rewound it and played it again. 
She listened. Hymns in her 
native tongue, some a century 
old, speaking of the delights of 
following Jesus, of the blessings 
of God, of the invitation to wor-
ship and praise Jesus-kima, 
kima, (come now! come now!)--of 
the peace of heaven's restful 
shores; these hymns provided 
Peggy with comfort. Against the 
background of the music another 
young man and I read familiar 
passages of scrtpture aloud: John 
14, Psalm 23, Romans 8,1 Thes-
salonians 4, Isaiah 40, Psalm 84, 
Psalm 90, and others. 

There were nearly twenty of us 
in that ICU room, saying good-
bye to Peggy. Twenty of us, and I 
knew only two well: Peggy and 
her daughter. Soon I would know 
only one other living person in 
that room. What would I say 
then? 

I hadn't known Peggy very 
long. She would come to the 
monthly rummage and Indian 
taco sales at our church. At first 
she came with her cane, and 
then with a walker with wheels in 
front. She'd pick up a few cloth-
ing items, but, even though she 
needed the clothing, I really think 
she came for other reasons. One 
was conversation. The lunch 
table at Apache Reformed Church 
often serves as the switchboard 

The Rev. George Montanart '90, is 
pastor of the Apache, Oklahoma, 
Reformed Church. 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

for the "moccasin telegraph," 
where neighborhood and trtbal 
news passes eagerly and where 
old friends and distant kinfolk 
catch up with one another. 

The other reason she came, I 
believe, was to encourage a young 
pastor- this young pastor- to 
help him adjust to a new culture 
and to make him feel welcomed 
and appreciated for trying to help 
her Indian people, so often 
neglected and brushed aside. She 
worshiped at another church, 
and she was fed by another pas-
tor. But she embraced this pas-
tor so strongly. Her visits to our 
sale were quickly matched by 
mine to her home. There she 
would share her life with me, and 
we prayed together for her health, 
for her family, for her church, for 
our community, for her trtbe, and 
then also for me, my family, and 
our church. She would teach me, 
telling me important things to 
know about living and working 
with Native Amertcans. She 
would tell me that God is good 
and faithful . And something 
about her strength in the midst of 
her feebleness convinced me 
anew that she was rtght. 

My mind returned from the 
conversations of the past to the 
confusion of the present. Nurses 
were hurrtedly surrounding 
Peggy, checking vital signs once 
again. This time when they left, 
they closed the door. I glanced at 
the heart monitor. Peggy's pulse 
was twenty and dropping. And 
then I knew what to say. 

"I declare to you ... that flesh 
and blood cannot inhertt the 
kingdom of God . ... Listen, I tell 
you a mystery ... the trumpet 
will sound, the dead will be 
raised impertshable, and we will 
be changed." I sneaked another 
peek at the heart monitor- seven 
now. "Then the saying that is 
wrttten will come true: 'Death has 
been swallowed up in victory. 
Where, 0 death, is your victory? 
Where, 0 death, is your sting?'" 
And as I spoke that final word of 
1 Corinthians 15:55, the heart 
monitor beeped and read zero. 

ln that sacred moment, each of 
us around Peggy's bedside knew 
that death had been rendered 
impotent. 

Staff Members Retire 
Two staff members will retire from Western this summer: 

Dorothy Boer, administrative assistant to the Christian Ministry 
Field, and Dale Vande Wege, superintendent of building and 
grounds. 

Dorothy Boer began her work at 
Western in 1976 and soon took the 
position of administrative assistant 
to five professors and four pro-
grams, working out of the Christian 
Ministry Field office. For twenty-two 
years she continued in that office, 
concentrating in the areas of For-
mation for Ministry, as program 
assistant to the Doctor of Ministry 
Program, and as coordinator of stu-
dent preaching assignments. She 
also organized and participated in 
trtps to the Schuller Institute for 
Church Leadership for seniors and 
Th.M. students and spouses. Dorothy Boer 

Reflecting on her work, Boer said, "I like the contact with the 
students a lot- and the fact that now I know just about every min-
ister in the RCA. It's neat when they come back and say hello." 

/ 

Dale Vande Wege 

The Rev. Dr. Stanley Rock, profes-
sor of pastoral care and counseling 
and director of the Doctor of Min-
istry Program, has worked closely 
with Boer since the ~ar they both 
arrtved on campus. He called her 
"particularly sensitive to student 
needs as she has been the 'front-
line' person for me as director of 
counseling. This pastoral dimen-
sion of her work has been 
expressed in many ways, one being 
her lecturing on the grtef process 
every year for the past twenty years 
in my counseling class." (Boer was 
widowed in 1960 with two young 
sons.) "Personnel have come and 

gone in the Christian Ministry Field," Rock said, "while she has 
remained as a valued and expertenced member of the team." 

Dale Vande Wege began his work as superintendent of building 
and grounds in 1993, after many years of expertence in both con-
struction and maintenance. He's needed the skills from those 
years to fulfill his vartous responsibilities, which include everything 
from room set-up to painting student apartments to boiler mainte-
nance to shoveling snow- anything and everything, in fact, that 
involves the seminary facilities and grounds. He supervises an 
ever-changing work crew of students who help get it all done. 

Vande Wege descrtbes his years at Western as "the fastest five-
and-a-half years I've ever worked"; nevertheless, he's ready to have 
more time to garden and fish, visit children and grandchildren, 
and volunteer. Western's business manager, Norman Donkersloot, 
said of the retirement, "Dale's wonderful blend of skills, tempera-
ment, and personality will make him hard to replace. I'll feel that 
we've hired well if we can find another person with his gifts." 

Church Endows Scholarship 
In Honor of Former Pastor 

Members of the Christ Memo- he places students in ministry 
Iial Church, RCA, in Holland, settings and helps develop new 
Michigan, and friends of the internship positions with 
Rev. Wesley Kiel have endowed a churches and other approprtate 
scholarship in appreciation of organizations. 
his service to the congregation, "Bless both Christ Memortal 
to Western Theological Semi- and Western Seminary and the 
nary, and to the Holland com- purpose for which they've given 
munity. The scholarship is des- the scholarship," Kiel said. "I 
ignated to help fund student really find it one of the most 
internships in churches that appreciated affirmations that 
would have difficulty supporting I've ever received. Christ Memor-
an intern on their own. ial is a congregation that 

Kiel served Christ Memortal encourages people to be and do 
as minister of congregational their best, and surely this is an 
care from 1979-1988 and exec- extension of that quality. It will 
utive minister from 1988 until be wonderful for me and I hope 
his retirement in January, 1998. for the church down through 
Since 1996, he has also served the years to know that our min-
as intertm director of Formation istry together will continue in 
for Ministry at Western, where this way." I A PUBLICATION OF WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
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President Voskuil presents a diploma to 
M.Div. grad David Smith . 

Vollema with John 
Hesselink. 

Retiring professor 
I. John Hesselink 

commencement 
address. 

Western's 122nd commencement brought graduates, 
alums, and guests together May 18 for a day of celebration 
and commemoration. The commencement service was held at 
Dimnent Chapel on the campus of Hope College, where twen-
ty-five graduates received degrees: fifteen Master of Divinity, 
one Master of Religious Education, six Master of Theology, and 
two Doctor of Ministry degrees were awarded. The seminary 
also awarded one diploma of the seminary. 

The Rev. Dr. I. John Hesselink, who is retiring from the 
Albertus C. Van Raalte chair in systematic theology, delivered 
the commencement address. Hesselink has held the chair 
since 1985, and he served as Western's president from 1973 
to 1985. He spoke from the scripture text, John 15:1-11, in an 
address entitled, 'That Your Joy May Be Complete." 

Several of the graduates also addressed the congregation. 
Joshua Blunt, a master of divinity graduate from the Lakeland 
Reformed Church in Vicksburg, Michigan, spoke on behalf of 

his class. Shu-Ying Shih, a master of theology graduate 
from Ping Dung, Taiwan, represented her class, and Lau-
rie Nie, a master of religious education graduate from the 
Lakeland Reformed Church in Vicksburg, Michigan, led 
the congregation in a litany of joy. 

1998 

M.R.E. grad Laurie Nie and daughters. 

M.Div. grad David Powers and family. Th .M. grad Ken Harris and family. 

Alumni Reunite 
Before the caps and gowns are donned, 

Commencement Day activities focus on 
alumni/ae. Each year the classes celebrat-
ing their fiftieth, fortieth, and twenty-fifth 
graduation a.nnlyersaries gather for 
reunion luncheons. This year the class of 
1953, celebrating forty-five years, also 
gathered for lunch and memories. In the 
afternoon, the Rev. Dr. I. John Hesselink, 
also the commencement speaker, delivered 
the Alumni/ ae Lecture, in which he 
reflected on God's providence throughout 
his life and career. Alumni/ ae activities 
were capped at the annual banquet, where 
the Rev. Drs. Richard Oudersluys and 
Harvey Hoekstra were presented with dis-
tinguished alumni honors. 

Front row left to right: Gordon Alderink, Donald Boss, Melvin DeVries, Elton Bru-
ins, Paul H. Tanis. Back row left to right: Walter Kline, Roger Hendricks, Eugene 
VanDerWell , John Hesselink, James Van Roekel. 

Front row left to right: Richard Huls, Sidney Van Gelder, Charles Kamp, Albert Studley, Howard Vande 
Guchte, Arthur De H0<?gh, Irvin Jungling , Kermit Hogenboom, Gerald Vande Velde Back row left to 
right: Tom Keizer, Ger-aid Heemstra, Harris Verkaik, Corstian Klein , David Hondorp, Lou Benes, Sam 
Hofman, Gerald Osland, Robert Nykamp. 

Left to right: Dale Matthews, Ronald B. Mayers, Gerald Dykstra, 
Herman Van Galen. 
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Under the 
Mortarboards 

One uniformly swaying 
line of tassels. One 
solemnly joyful proces-
sion of robed figures out 
of the chapel and into 
the pulpit. That's what 
a seminary commence-
ment looks like. What it 
is, however, the shape 
and weight and color of 
the moment, has as 
many permutations as 
the individuals under 
those camouflaging 
robes. 

Part of the task of a seminarian's final year 
is to prepare for the transition from student to 
professional minister, and that transition is 
already well underway for most graduates by 
the time they line up to receive their diplomas 
and hoods. Some have accepted calls and are 
packing for swift departures to eager congre-
gations. Others are still immersed in the 
process of candidacy-talking to search com-
mittees, preaching at prospective churches, 
trying to read their futures in church profile 
forms. A few do not plan to enter church voca-
tions immediately; their life situations and 
callings point them in other directions. 

What are they thinking, during the long 
hour of celebration and exhortation? What's 
really going on under those mortarboards? 

"A state of confusion," is how Rob Miller 
described it. Rob has had to work hard to 
complete course work while feeling he should 
be studying for classis exams (which, for him, 
take place the day following commencement); 
he's interviewing for ministry positions and 
weighing the year of graduate study that still 
remains for his wife, Danielle. For Rob, dis-
cerning God's will is a complicated business at 
present. Life is a swirl of confusion. 

Dave Powers is caught up in a swirl of 
excitement. Having accepted a call to rural 
Iowa, this former engineer with a growing fam-
ily is delighted with the turn his life has 
taken- and frantically trying to put the details 
in order. His family regards the move as a new 
adventure, and his new church has been over-
whelming in its expressions of welcome. But 
there are boxes to be packed and arrange-
ments to be made and in between a few minor 
details had to be attended to-like passing 
exams and graduating. It's been hard to 
remain focused the last few weeks. 

The weeks prior to commencement day are 
intense; no one escapes. Even Nancy Clod-
felder admits to having felt the pressure-
somewhat to her surprise. Having entered 
seminary later in life and "strictly for my own 
education," she has discovered a love of pas-
toral work. She now serves as interim staff in 
a small congregation, and, when that ends, 
has no idea what will come next. And, 
although she is at a point in her life when 
career considerations are not so urgent, she's 
"never been one to sit on the sidelines." The 
questions are there for her, too. 

Whatever their particular situations, the 
process of discernment that attends this 
major milestone has put all the seniors on 
what Greg Stamm describes as an "emotional 
roller coaster." His conversations with church-
es extended through the winter and spring, 
bringing some days good news, some days 
bad; forcing him and his wife, Jodie, to make 
decisions as they come, without being able to 
see the whole picture. It's a process that takes 
its toll in sleep and relaxation time, but it also 
has helped Greg sharpen his understanding of 
what the right fit between pastor and congre-
gation means for him. 

A line of robes and a sea of faces, ritual and 
tradition. Despite its aura of culmination and 
accomplishment, commencement is aptly 
named. It is part of a process of beginning 
much more than of ending, with all the atten-
dant joys and anxieties. And no one knows 
that better than the graduates. 

Kirsten L. Allhusen 
Williamson, New York 

Robert L. Miller 
Traverse City, Michigan 

Gregory John Stamm 
Plainwell, Michigan 

David Bruce Willerup 
Wappingers Falls, New York 
Not pictured: 
Todd Douglas Krygsheld 
Allendale, Michigan 
Trent Dee Walker 
Holland , Michigan 

Kenneth Earl Harris 
Detroit, Michigan 

Not pictured: 

Terhemba Hanmeza 
Benue, Nigeria 

Jan Nieder-Heitman 
Bellville, South Africa 

Joshua Elliott Blunt 
Vicksburg, Michigan 

Michael L. Mulder 
Hudsonville, Michigan 

Stephen C. Thomas 
Grand Haven , Michigan 

Kristine Wilson Abbey 
Leslie, Michigan 

Naoko Komuro 
Nagoya, Japan 

Nancy Clarke Clodfelder 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

David H. Powers 
Grandville , Michigan 

Rick L. Vollema 
Walker, Michigan 

Laurie L. Nie 
Vicksburg, Michigan 

Kwon Tae Kyoung 
Seoul, Korea 

Theda Post McBryde 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

David Alan Smith 
Morrison, Illinois 

Amanda Kay Walvoord 
Holland, Michigan 

Michael E. Hambley 
Urbana, Illinois 

Burt Christian Twomey 
Traverse City, Michigan 

Shu-Ying Shih 
Ping Dung, Taiwan 
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With I. John Hesselink 
The Rev. Dr. I. John Hesselink retires 

this summer after twenty-jive years at 
Western; as president.from 1973 to 
1985, and since then as the Albertus C. 
Van Raalte Professor of Systematic The-
ology. He recently looked back-and 
ahead- with Commons editor, Laurie 
Baron. 

LB: You've been associated with Western 
since 1973, first as president and, since 
1985, as a full-time professor. As you look 
back over your years as president, which 
events stand out as personal high points? 

IJH: One day, Millie Schuppert (then the 
librarian) came to me and told me we were 
running out of space for books, and with two 
new faculty members, we were running out of 
space for faculty. That's when we undertook 
the building of the Cook Center. And I turned 
out to be a pretty good fund raiser. That sur-
prised some people. Without any develop-
ment people, with a half-time secretary and a 
part-time retired businessman to help, the 
business manager (then Bill Rink) and 
Eleanor Hoffman (my assistant), and I did the 
whole thing. We were it! That campaign 
raised close to $4 million for building and 
endowment. 

We had volunteers all over the country, but 
I made all the major calls myself. In some 
cases, I had to do battle- not to convince the 
churches that we needed the money but that 
we were orthodox, because the issue of the 
ordination of women was on the front burner 
then, and our faculty had gone on record in 
support of it. I remember going to Oostburg, 
Wisconsin, and debating with a whole consis-
tory for two hours one Sunday afternoon-
but I came out with $40,000. 

For the three years it took to raise the 
money, the board banned me from teach-
ing- which I love. They said, "When you raise 
the money you can teach again." That was 
my personal sacrifice. 

LB: Was it teaching that eventually called 
you out of the presidency? 

IJH: Yes, I enjoyed the presidency more 
than I'd anticipated, but always I felt my real 
calling to be a teacher. These last twelve 
years have been challenging, exciting, and 
very satisfying. 

LB: What have been your favorite courses 
to teach? 

IJH: Calvin, of course, and, having studied 
with Emil Brunner and Karl Barth, the elec-
tive course on their work has been a special 
delight. However, I also enjoyed very much 
the introductory course in theology based on 
the Heidelberg Catechism and my elective on 
the sacraments. 

LB: Your most recent book, Calvin's First 
Catechism, seems to be a particular favorite 
of yours, and I understand the project has a 
long history. Will you tell a little of that 
"behind-the-pages" story? 

IJH: When I was teaching at Tokyo Union 
Seminary, I also taught a small Bible class 
connected with the church we attended. One 
of the men in that class, who was an official 
in an international labor organization and 
not, at the time, a professing Christian, 
asked if I could teach them something about 

Calvin. So I used this first, short catechism 
(which was available in Japanese) to develop 
a popular overview of Calvin's theology. 

LB: Is the book also intended for a popular 
audience? 

IJH: A lot of lay people have already 
bought it. I was thinking principally that stu -
dents would use it as a text. In this regard, I 
an encouraged by the fact that Heiko Ober-
man plans to use it as a text in his Calvin 
seminar at the University of Arizona, and 
Elsie McKee plans to use it in her Calvin 
course at Princeton. The distinctive thing 
about it is that it includes both the catechism 
itself (in a translation by Ford Lewis Battles) 
and a commentary on the catechism- really 
an introduction to Calvin's theology. That 
catechism is based on the Latin version, 
which had never been translated before. Ford 
Battles and I had become good mends, and 
this was a project we agreed upon doing 
together, and he was able to see a shortened 
version of the commentary before his death. 
So the completion of the project is a great 
source of satisfaction to me. 

LB: Your faithful presence at local poetry 
and fiction readings suggests that you enjoy 
reading far beyond the boundaries of your 
profession. Who are your favorite contempo-
rary writers? 

IJH: Certainly one of my favorites is 
Madeleine L'Engle. I also appreciate Buech-
ner and am intrigued by John Updike. Also 
Shusaku Endo and Annie Dillard! Writers 
who are engaged in dialogue with religious 
issues. 

But my interest in poetry goes back to col-
lege days. After two years of debating, I began 
to notice that debaters tend to be nasty, and 
I was afraid I would become nasty, so I 
switched to reading poetry in competition, 
which was more fun. 

Much later, one summer while I was 
banned from teaching during the fund drive, 
without telling anyone except my secretary-
not even my wife- I took a course in contem-
porary poetry at Hope 

lectures for the next day's classes. It's a fairly 
constant pressure. 

LB: What will you be doing instead? 
IJH: I'm booked to teach a course each 

semester next year. I'll be te<Jehing Romans 
to M.R.E. students, probably for the last 
time. During January term, I'll teach 
Reformed standards. And then in the second 
semester I said I'd love to do Calvin one more 
time. Although prior to that I'll have a very 
exciting month. I'll attend the International 
Calvin Conference in Seoul, Korea, in late 
August. I'm scheduled to lecture in several 
Korean seminaries after the conferen ce. Then 
I'll go to Taiwan to give the McKay lectures, 
and then to Japan to preach , lecture, and 
visit mends-I couldn't be floating around 
the Far East and skip Japan. And I'll be giv-
ing a series of lectures at a Presbyterian 
church in Oregon in October. 

After that I don't know. Etta and I are very 
open to going overseas to teach, and I'll keep 
active in the various academic societies and 
study groups to which I belong. And I want 
to start reading some of the great novels. If I 
had the opportunity to go back and do col-
lege over again, I'd take much more literature 
this time. There is so much I'd like to read. 
The two at the top of the list are The Brothers 
Karamazov and Moby Dick. ~ 

College for a few 
weeks. I would sneak 
off during the after-
noons to attend class. 

It's Beneficial ... 
That was my secret 
vice. 

LB: Does your wife 
know now?-we'd like 
to print this story. 

IJH: Yes, I 'fessed 
up eventually. But of 
all my favorite avoca-
tions, music is my 
first love, and also 
sports. I've been a 
Detroit Tigers fan 
since birth, I think. 
Sports and music and 
literature have kept 
me from getting any 
ulcers. One of the 
things I'm looking for-
ward to in retirement 
is not sitting up at 
eleven o'clock reading 
papers and preparing 

Recently a friend of 
Western decided to make 
the seminary a beneficiary 
of his IRA. It involved a 
simple process of complet-
ing a beneficiary change 
form, which was obtained 
from his IRA holder. West-
ern will receive a portion of 
his IRA after both he and 
his wife have passed away, 
and it will avoid probate. 

Did you know you can 
leave all or a portion of 
your IRAs, certificates of 
deposit, 40 lks, life insur-
ance policies, retirement 

, annuities, deeds, and vir-
tually any other future 
income source to charity? 

In most cases, it is as sim-
ple as completing a benefi-
ciary change form. There 
are many advantages to 
this type of giving: it 
allows you to have full use 
of the asset{s) while you are 
alive; it is simple and does 
not require an attorney to 
complete the process; it 
removes the asset(s) from 
your estate thereby avoid-
ing potential estate taxes; 
and, after your death, it 
allows you to continue sup-
porting organizations you 
believed in. 

If you haven't done so 
recently, perhaps it's time 
to review your beneficiaries. 
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that's the down side of mobility for two careers. 
''When I see my husband struggling to use his 

gifts in a meaningful way, I struggle," Mary said, 
"Because he's a most remarkable and talented 
man." 

Another hard thing for any pastor is leading a 
church through significant change, yet it has 
become Mary's habit. "It's probably just who I am," 
she explained. "I have a sense about the strengths 
and gifts of organizations and I can enable people 
to get that moving. I also see and am able to 
preach a clear vision of what the church can be. 

"One thing I've found is important- I wouldn't 
have been able to survive without it- I have to 
keep in touch with my own relationship to God. I 
take personal retreats once every five or six weeks, 
to read and pray, walk and rest. It keeps me from 
becoming discouraged and disillusioned. It 
reduces the possibility of confusing my work with 
the Lord's work." 

Mary's life in ministry has brought her to three 
distinct expressions of the RCA, as well as three 
geographical regions. She has learned that peo-
ple's ways of practicing their faith vary according 
to their cultural context- and each place offers 
lessons for the pastor. At Glen Rock, a commuter 
borough for the New York City area, the people are 
highly educated, upper-middle-class professionals 
and religiously diverse. The town counts among its 
houses of worship a Sikh temple, Jewish syna-
gogue, and a B'hai congregation, as well as its 
Lutheran, Episcopal, and Reformed churches. 

Mary calls the diversity a strength and also a 
real challenge. "It challenges me to understand 
and appreciate the positive aspects of other faiths 
that can enlighten my own faith in Christ. At the 
same time, I appreciate more deeply the differ-
ences between us. It sharpens my faith and their 
faiths . While we can recognize our differences, 
we've been able to minister together to the com-
munity through social action and an ecumenical 
Thanksgiving service." 

Regardless of the context, some things about 
the ministry are constant, the things Mary speaks 
of as the "privileges of the pastor." She said, "You 
are invited into the most significant events in peo-
ple's lives. And through the required Bible study 
you discover and rediscover the depth and beauty 
of God's Word. You realize that God's promises in 
the Bible don't have an expiration date. Over time, 
by grace I am learning to be more of what I'm 
preaching about." ~ 
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James Hakken '54 James A. Blaine '69 After graduating from West-
retired in 1996 from Jack- seived several churches in em, he served Reformed 
son Community College in a full career as a pastor in churches in New York, Illi-
Jackson, Michigan, where the Salvation Army. In nois, Michigan, Nebraska, 
he was professor of history. retirement he continues to and Wisconsin. 

Edwin Mulder '54 lives preach and write. His arti- Warren M. Hietbrink '50 
in New York City, where in cle, "Special Needs, Special died February 23 in Wor-
retirement he and his wife, Blessings" about his son, thington, Minnesota. He 
Luella, are both on the staff Warren, was published in was born in Firth, Nebras-
of the Marble Collegiate the November, 1997, War ka, in 1926 and graduated 
Church. Cry. from Hope College in Hol-

William Hoffman '56 is Lyle Rozeboom '69 land, Michigan. After grad-
the author of A Boy in serves a new church devel- uating from Western he 
Hoosier Land, a memoir of opment in Rochester, Min- seived Reformed churches 
his first twenty-one years. nesota, begun by the Pres- in Illinois, Iowa, and Cali-
Pine Hill Press published byterian Church (USA) in fornia. 
the book in 1995. Hoffman 1992. John (Johannis) Moer-
is at work on a sequel, By Peter Dykema '87 man '58 died in Mayerthor-
His Fatherly Hand, that received a Ph.D. in May pe, Alberta, Canada, April 
picks up the story with his from the University of Ari- 4. He was born in Schip-
call into ministry and zona, where he will begin luiden, Netherlands, in 
recounts his life as a pastor teaching in the fall. 1922 and graduated from 
to churches in six states. Carol Faas '90 is build- Hope College in Holland, 

Thurman Rynbrandt ing a ministry center in Michigan. After graduating 
'57 is retired and living in inner city Grand Rapids for from Westeipn he seived 
Caledonia, Michigan. Clancy Street Ministries, Reformed churches in 

Howard Vande Guchte with support from the com- Ontario, Alberta, and 
'58 retired in May after munity and its churches. British Columbia, Canada. 
forty years of ministry. For Richard Groenhout '69 
thirty-seven of those years Deceased died April 10 in Kentwood, 
he seived the Grace Michigan. He was born in 
Reformed Church in Fond Arnold Eugene Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
du Lac, Wisconsin. Dykhuizen '34 died in Hol- and graduated from North-

Erwin Voogd '61 has land, Michigan, April 16. He western College in Orange 
taken an early retirement was born in Jamestown, City, Iowa. After graduating 
for health reasons and is Michigan, in 1910 and from Western he seived 
living in Jacksonville, Ore- graduated from Hope Col- Reformed churches in Cali-
gon. lege in Holland, Michigan. fornia and Iowa. 

Let classmates and colleagues know about the milestones in your life. Send your news items to "Alumline," 
Western Theological Seminary, 101 E. 13th Street, Holland, Ml 49423; fax 616-392-7717. 
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