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Like many of you, I was raised
in a home where humility and
modesty were stringently
enforced. Whenever I became too
big for my britches, my egalitarian mother would remind me of
my foibles and my status before
God. "Remember, Dennis, in fhe
eyes of God you are no better
than anyone else." Of course,
when I was lacking confidence,
she would reverse her argument
and remind me that God loved
and esteemed me as much as
anyone.
I hope it is because we recognize the great worth of everyone
who loves and serves God that
Christian institutions often hesitate before setting anyone apart
with special honors. There are
.,times, however, when it's appropriate to celebrate the contributions of those who serve with particular dedication, faithfulness, or
effectiveness, because they can
serve as both representatives and
encouragers of us all.
Last year, Wesfern's Alumni/ae
Council established the Distinguished Alumni/ ae Award and
asked its graduates to nominate
alums who best represent the
gifts and ideals of Christian ministry. From this slate of nominees, the council selected Robert
Schuller to receive the first
award, and it was presented during Commencement festivities
last May.
This May, two distinguished
graduates will be recognized: Harvey Hoekstra, missionary in
Africa, and Richard C. Oudersluys, emeritus professor of New
Testament at Western. It will be a
time to celebrate and give thanks
for the long and full lives of
devoted service of these beloved
servants of Christ-and also for
the ministry and devotion of all
our graduates through the years.
And that is a celebration of
which I think my mother would
approve.

.

The Western Seminary Alumni/ ae
Council announces the 1998 Distinguished Alumni/ ae Award winners:
the Rev. Dr. Harvey Hoekstra and
the Rev. Dr. Richard Oudersluys.
These two graduates together have
given mDre thnn 100 years of service
to the church The Commons is
pleased to introduce them to you
through the eyes of two long-time colleagues andfiiends.

1998 Distinguished Alumni
Haivey Hoekstra

Richard Oudersluys

By Ronald W. Beery

By James I. Cook

Arriving by Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) plane
in the south Sudan, we rode in a small, unstable boat
down a rapidly flowing Nile tributary, picking our way
among the floating islands of water hyacinth-some
nearly as large as our little boat. Soon we were wading
the flooded shoulder of the river, then slogging
through ankle-deep mud until we finally reached dry
ground, only to follow a barely discernible path
through the thick Sudan grass.
Such was my introduction to Africa with Dr. Harvey
Hoekstra in 1978, as we searched for the locations of
several former RCA mission stations. The stations had
flourished until sixteen years before, 1961, when civil
war erupted. Soon the local government forced all
missionaries to leave the Sudan, abandoning their
entire work. Harvey and his wife, Lavina, had not
been back since their forced departure in 1962.
We soon came upon the object of our search-several abandoned and deteriorating buildings near the
town of Pibor in south Sudan. Here were the remains
of the homes and other structures in which Harvey
and Lavina Hoekstra had served with other missionary colleagues.
We traveled on to the town of Akobo in Anuak territory. Here we found the remains of the house in
which Harvey had struggled for many years translating the New Testament in Anuak. The translation was
scarcely completed before the order came to leave the
Sudan in 1962. By God's special timing, the MAF
plane which came to take the Hoekstras out for the
last time brought the first few printed copies of God's
Word in the language of the Anuak people!
After their expulsion from the Sudan, the Hoekstras served the next thirteen years among the
Mesengos in the rain forest of southwest Ethiopia.
During this period, it became even more apparent
that too few would learn to read, and God's Word was
desperately needed in audible form. In partnership
with Portable Recording Ministries (PRM), whose
beginning Harvey helped inspire, he began to produce

"For thirty-five years Richard C. Oudersluys has
graced the faculty of Western Theological Seminary as
its professor of New Testament language and literature. Those who have worked with him as colleagues
on the faculty or as students rejoice over his rich
years as a teacher and find it difficult to contemplate
the school without him." Thus, at his retirement, did
a grateful church recognize the distinguished career of
Richard Oudersluys through a resolution adopted by
the General Synod of 1977. Now, twenty-one years
later, Western Seminary honors him again as a recipient of the second annual Distinguished Alumni/ ae
Award.
"Distinguished" captures our honoree in a word.
Born in Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 1906, he was
educated at Grand Rapids Junior College, Calvin College, Western Seminary, and the Divinity School of the
University of Chicago. Graduating from Western in
1932, Richard was called immediately to the First
Reformed Church in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. There he
so distinguished himself as a preacher and pastor
that, within a few years, he had not only received calls
from three major western Michigan congregations but
also an inquiry from the National Presbyterian
Church in Washington, D.C. Impressive as these
achievements were, in God's providence Richard was
to be remembered best as a distinguished teacher!
He was a distinguished teacher of children and
youth. Between 1935 and 1937, he published four
catechetical books that instructed children as young
as five years old. During a twenty-six-year period
(1935-1961), he wrote weekly lesson expositions for
the Boys' Guide and the Girls' Guide and a weekly column on the Christian Endeavor topic for the Sunday
School Guide.
Richard was a distinguished teacher of seminarians. Coming to Western Seminary in 1942, he taught
the full range of New Testament studies-augmenting
these heavy classroom assignments with building the
collection of the seminary library and founding and

Continued on page 2
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Ronald W. Beery is president of Audio Scripture Ministries,
based in Holland, Michigan .

Continued on page 2
The Rev. Dr. James I. Cook is Anton Biemolt Professor of
New Testament, emeritus, at Western Seminary.
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Reflections of Ministry

Fickle Applause?

6fft P~y a. Ptd~
Through my years of ministry,
I have found that in the worship
liturgy, "special music" often has
its peculiar characteristics and
congregational responses; especially when that part of the liturgy becomes the summer substitute for the choir anthem. I most
often hear "special music" when
I'm a guest preacher or sitting in
the pew on vacation.
"Special music" is an opportunity for people of God to offer
their gifts of music, be they vocal
or instrumental. I've heard outstanding operatic soloists and
struggling Garth Brooks
wannabes. I've been moved to
tears of both pain and praise. I've
gritted my teeth and tapped my
toes. I've clapped my hands in
rhythm to the beat and clenched
my fists in hopeful anticipation of
a quick ending. But always I
respect the courage and the honest offering, regardless of its caliber. And always I'm unsure of the
congregation's etiquette after the
special music is done.
I'll be honest: I'm not comfortable with applause in worship.
I've heard all the arguments that
applause is a way to praise God.
There is some merit to that. But
applause is so closely connected
to our cultural practices that I
believe it's hard to separate the
praise of the person from the
praise of God. Whether or not to
clap in worship is one of those
hard-to-please agenda items at
worship committee meetings. At
least once a year, I get a letter
from a church member complaining that we don't applaud after
the anthem. At least once a year,
I get a letter from a different
church member complaining that
the congregation did applaud
after an anthem.
One Sunday , a saxophone
soloist was the "special music." I
rather like the saxophone- when

The Rev. Phyllis Steenhoek Palsma is
copastor of the Pitcher Hill Community Church in North Syracuse, New
York.

it's played well. And it was. The
young adult masterfully and worshipfully rendered an outstanding
hymn arrangement. The tone was
clear. He was on pitch. It defined
"soul" music. The congregation
responded with hearty applause.
They smiled as they clapped. He
smiled as he returned to his seat
his head held high.
'
It seems this church believed
that if you have a soloist, you'd
better get the most out of him. He
did a second solo: 'The Lord's
Prayer." Based on the melody by
Malotte, it's a tune known by
many well-seasoned wedding
attendees and church members.
The saxophonist delivered another masterful rendition, with the
exception of one squeak as he
rose to "and the GWOO-ry for EV-er." It was an obvious failure
of the lip. But he recovered and
finished in worshipful splendor.
My hands were ready to clap
again, but the congregation didn't. He returned to his seat in
silence, his head hung low.
I was perplexed. If applause is
supposed to be an expression of
praise to God, why did the congregation not clap the second
time? Was there an applause
quota of one per week? Or is
applause selectively based on the
type of song: we clap for hymns,
but not for the Lord's Prayer? Or
were they judging his offering as
performance? The second one,
with its mistake, not worthy of
praise? That's certainly how the
soloist interpreted the lack of
applause. After the service he was
overheard to say he wished congregations wouldn't applaud. One
lousy note out of those thousands of wonderful ones, and he
felt judged unworthy.
I wonder if my church members ever feel that? Am I as fickle
in my appreciation for hard-working, well-intentioned folk who
struggle to define their gifts and
use them in service to God and
their church?

New Fund Offers A Mothers Touch
Seminary costs more than tuition and books. When the mother of a
~estern s~udent became aware that small emergencies could become
big financial hardships for students, she was moved to establish a
fund to provide help in just those situations.
The Mother's Fund, as she has named it, is an open fund to which
anyone may contribute. It grants emergency funds when students
have such troubles as a flat tire, a toothache, an infection that needs
medical attention, worn out shoes, or a threadbare coat. Students
with such perso~al _ needs frequently put off attending to them
because money is tight or committed to the large bills.
1'.loney from the Mother's Fund will be granted to students on the
basis of need, not loaned. Those who receive the grants will be
enc?uraged to provide opportunities for the congregations they pastor m the future to contribute to the fund.
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Hoekstra

Continued from page 1
scripture readings on cassettes in
the Mesengo language. So enthusiastically did the people respond
that cassettes became a primary
means of bringing God's Word to
these people and soon to those of
surrounding languages as well.
Having seen how powerfully
the Holy Spirit used his Word on
tape to transform lives, the Hoekstras have since given their principal effort to the work of producing recordings of God's Word so
those who cannot read may hear
God speak their language.
After leaving Ethiopia, Harvey
was assigned by the Reformed
Church in America to serve with
Portable Recording Ministries,
where he helped establish
numerous scripture recording
centers to record in many of the
languages of Africa and Asia. He
also served as president of the
RCA General Synod in 1978-79.
After he retired as an RCA missionary, Harvey established Audio
Scriptures International in 1989
to provide the scriptures on cassettes to the many people living
in North America who speak languages other than English. In
1996 this organization merged
with PRM to form Audio Scripture Ministries, in which Harvey
is still active.
During his nearly fifty years of
ministry, Harvey Hoekstra has
sought to enable every person to
know God through Jesus Christ
through God's Word, first through
translation and the written word,
then through the Word made
audible for the fully half of the
world's people who do not read.
In more than thirty years of
working together, it has been
clear to me that this is his paramount desire.

Oudersluys

Continued from page 1
editing the Reformed Review. So
outstanding were his teaching
gifts that following retirement he
not only taught Greek at Hope
College from 1979 to 1988, but
he also continued to teach at
Western as needed, culminating

in his classic course on the
Gospel according to John offered
(1995-96) in llJs ninetieth year!
Richard was a distinguished
teacher of the church. 1n the
midst of his teaching, preaching,
and writing, he taught lay leadership training classes, represented
the seminary on mission-fest
tours, and made major contributions to the Reformed church's
commissions on liturgy and theology.
For one who has known and
loved Richard as teacher, colleague, and friend for fifty years,
these distinguished achievements
are more than matched by the
remarkable human being behind
them. This man in Christ is ever
warm and wise, charming and
urbane. Blessed with the soul of
a poet, he expresses himself privately at his piano, and publicly
with a felicity of language that
without a trace of show or affectation lends to his preaching and
prayers the aura of a recital.
Somehow, these deep channels of
emotion flowed together in two
shared tragedies that have
become perman!filt memories.
When Richard and his wife,
Marian, were involved in a terrible auto accident twenty-five
years ago, an accident that took
her life and put him in the hospital with serious injuries, he asked
me to sit with him there during "
her funeral. Together we read the
liturgy's "Service for the Burial of
the Dead." It was a sacred hour
and Richard's strong faith cam~
through powerfully as our voices
united in confessing our b elief in
"the resurrection of the body and
the life everlasting!" I think it was
that bonding, born of tears and
hope, that led me to his door
first, some seven years later, to
share the news of our son's terminal cancer.
In his autobiography, Testament of Faith, William Barclay
recalls his final visit to the sickroom of G.H. Macgregor, his predecessor in the New Testament
chair in Glasgow. As he left his
bedroom, recalls Barclay, "Macgregor put his hand on mine and
said: Willie, when I die they'll find
your name written on my heart."'
If somethirlg like that were true of
Richard and me, the honor would
be mine.

Distinguished Alumni/ae Award
. Th~ Western Seminary Alumni/ ae Council selects recipients of the DistingUished Alumni/ae Award based on nominations gathered every two
years ~om al1:1ms. :our next chance to nominate a colleague for the
award is commg this summer. Watch the mail for your nomination form.

Alumni/ae Council membership:
Roger Vander Kolk, '61 , president
Mark Nieuwsma '76, vice president
Todd Buurstra, '87, secretary
Glenn Bruggers, '51 , necrology secretary
Elton Bruins, '53
Daniel Gillett, '89
Scott Lokers, '86
John Maassen, '49
Marilyn Norman, '86
Mark Poppen, '80
Henry Stegenga, '59
Barbara Wright, '94
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Faculty Interview

.

With Sonja Stewart

D

r. Sorya M. Stewart is professor of Christ-

ian education and director of the Master

of Religious Education progrwn She is
also an entlw.siastic participant in, and leader of.
intercultural irrunersion experiences in many
parts of the worl.cL When we talked with her, she
was about to leave with a group of students for
two weeks in Israel

and demonstration of the reign
of God. And then to see God's
present activity and to ask what
our baptism calls us to do in the
specific situations in which we
find ourselves.
COMMONS: You've traveled
extensively.
STEWART: Yes, to thirty-eight
different countries in the last five
years.
COMMONS: How did that come
about?
STEWART: I first decided to
travel with peacemaking groups,
and I've gone with groups led by
Ploughshares, the Presbyterian
church,
and the Center for GlobDr. Sonja Stewart with Rabbi Jeremy Milgrom and Muslim scholar Dr. 'Abdal Education. I also have taught
al-Rahman 'Abbad in Jerusalem.
the Children and Worship Program in several locations in Africa.
COMMONS: You must have developed a
gation, I served as elder for worldwide minmuch
broader sense of the chruch through all
istries. As we give our money to ministries
your
travel.
around the world, we have also begun to make
STEWART: The changes that have happersonal contacts, through visits and letters,
pened
to me focus in worship. When I go to the
with local people where those ministries are.

COMMONS: What's "intercultural immersion" anyway, and how is it different from a
winter vacation away from classes?
STEWART: Intercultural immersion trips
are definitely not vacations but very intense
opportunities to experience first hand a little of
what life is like for people in other cultures. For
us it's also a way to learn about the worldwide
Christian church and to see the gospel from ·
other points of view.
COMMONS: What will you see on this trip?
STEWART: We'll visit ancient biblical sites
and also experience the lives of the people who
today live in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Beit
Sahour, Gaza, Jericho, and other towns and villages. We'll have a special connection this year
to Beit Sahour, because it is the home of one of
our students, Habeeb
Awad, and we'll meet his
father, who is a pastor
there. We'll also learn
"On a trip in which I expected to find the historical
"I was moved to meet courageous Christians who
about the cultural, politJesus in the Garden Tomb or the Mount of Olives, I witdaily live out the Great Commandment in a land
ical, and economic realinessed and felt the presence of our Lord in the midst of
where it is illegal to proselytize, and who continue to
ties of today's Palestine
the pain and injustice of the Middle-Eastern conflict. In a
fulfill the command of Christ to love your enemies
and Israel.
land of pronounced agony and suffering, I have come to
even when the enemy has taken the name of a biblical
COMMONS: What is
realize that even in our unrighteousness and ingratitude,
hero. I am humbled by their humility and encouraged
the purpose in taking
Jesus is still offering and modeling true peace and real
by their great faith."
students to this part of
justice. I went to the Holy Land to find where God was,
Laurie Nie
the world?
and I left realizing that God is."
STEWART: 'This is
Karsten Rumohr-Voskuil
"I signed up for the trip to fulfill a requirement.
an opportunity to have
But then I got there and met, one on one, the "living
conversations and to
"I see our trip as an action of solidarity with our Middle
stones" who are our sisters and brothers in Christ.
worship with the people
Eastern brothers and sisters, the Palestinian Christians
Having met them and seen and heard what's taking
of Palestine and Israel.
who are now experiencing the reality of injustice and
place there, I can't simply stand on the Israeli side of
To learn about their
oppression."
the fence, as I did before I went. I wish all American
realities and about the
Sara Beaver
Christians could go and see the situation for themissues of justice, peace,
selves."
and reconciliation in a
Bruce Mulder
country which is struggling over the ownership
Communion table now, I find myself taking
COMMONS: Has it affected your teaching as
of land. It's also an opportunity to visit the holy
with
me the people I have met. I see Oscar
well?
sites of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
STEWART:
Yes,
I
want
to
help
students
Romero
and the Jesuit priests and their houseCOMMONS: Why is intercultural immersion
keeper
and
her daughter and others who have
engage
issues
of
justice
and
peace
and
to
see
so important?
been
martyred
for their faith, as well as those
how
the
church
in
many
places
has
helped
STEWART: It takes us out of our own comwho
are
still
alive
and struggling. They stay
countries
move
toward
democracy
and
reconcilfort zones and enables us to meet those who
with
me,
and
I
go
to the Table with them, and I
iation
of
differences.
I
also
try
to
help
students
are different from ourselves. It also helps us
look
at
Jesus
in
terms
of
his
announcement
bring
their
suffering
and place it in the cup. ~
reflect on our own culture and our experience
of the gospel. All of us have a tendency to view
the gospel through our own cultural realities.
We also have a missionary tradition that often
has carried our North American culture with it.
We're now trying to learn how other Christians
interpret the gospel from within their cultures.
That in turn helps us understand our own cultural viewpoint.
COMMONS: Have you seen students change
as a result of intercultural travel?
STEWART: Yes, indeed. One of our students
who visited El Salvador a few years ago went on
to establish a partnership between a new
church in San Salvador and the congregation
she now pastors. There is an ongoing exchange
between the two congregations.
COMMONS: I imagine you have also changed
as a result of your travel. How have those experiences affected your life and work?
STEWART: I try to use my understanding to
WTS students with Father Hassam (center) , pastor of the Episcopal Church and health clinic in the Christian Paleshelp congregations begin to work for justice and
tinian town of Zababdeh, West Bank, and some of the children of the church.
peace throughout the world. In my own congre-

Upon their return from Israel/Palestine, students said:
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Why Is Western Growing?

Excerpts from a report delivered to Westem's Board of Trustees by Director of
Church Vocations Timothy BrowTL

I am regularly asked to what Western's dramatic increase in enrollment can be
attributed. My answer is simple and sounds like four-part harmony. The soprano
voice, often soaring in celebrative descant, is the matchless grace of God. By God's
good pleasure, our prayers have been answered and students have come to wrs.
The alto voice, carrying along the melody line, is sung by all three of our RCA colleges- Hope, Central, and Northwestern. All of them have been experiencing rich seasons of renewal- and they are not alone. I have seen firsthand what God is doing at
many universities and colleges throughout the Midwest, and I rejoice!
The tenor voice is the voice of an eager faculty and student body that welcomes
prospective students when they visit campus. They demonstrate a rich community of
learners that attracts those who are seeking to be trained for effective ministry in the
twenty-first century.
Filling out my quartet of reasons for renewal at wrs is the bass voice of the
church's prayer. In every quarter of the RCA, people are rising up to bless us with
benedictions of encouragement and supplications of eager longing.
There are many challenges before us. We long for a time, and we work diligently
toward it, when more people of color will join us, as well as a greater number of
women. But our song today is a song of praise and thanksgiving. Praise God from
whom all blessings flow!

1997-98 Junior M.Div. Portrait
Juniors entering first quarter
Juniors entering second quarter
Full-time, matriculatedjuniors
Number of women
Number of men
Number enrolling directly from undergraduate programs
Number of second-career juniors
RCA members
Total M.Div. enrollment
Percentage increase since 1994

38
3
31
9
29
14
24
20
86
28%

Giving Stock May Be
A Good Investment
Do you have stocks or other securities that you have owned for a
long time? Perhaps you have acquired additional shares over the years
through stock splits, dividend reinvestment, or mergers. The current
value may be much more than the original cost. If sold, there will be
sizable capital gains, and therefore you may feel you can't afford to sell.
Do you know you may donate stocks and securities to Western Seminary and receive a tax deduction for the fair market value at the time of
the donation without paying capital gains? The stock must be transferred directly to Western, at which time it will be sold. For maximum
tax benefit, the stock should have been held for at least eighteen
months.
If you think you might benefit from making a charitable donation of
stocks or securities, contact your tax professional, investment representative, or the Western Seminary advancement office.

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
101 E. 13th St., Holland, Michigan 49423

Alumline
Celia Hastings '91 has
published a Bible survey
curriculum for adults entitled, The Wisdom Series.
The fifty-two session series
takes participants through
the entire Bible and is
designed with the particular
needs of smaller churches in
mind.

Deceased

Thomas Boslooper '45
Thomas Boslooper died
January 11 in Palm Harbor,
Florida. He was born in
Grand Rapids, Michigan, in
1923 and graduated from
Hope College in Holland,
Michigan. After graduating
from Western, he served
Reformed churches in New
Jersey, New York, and Iowa.
He also taught at Unification
Theological Seminary in
Bariytown, New York.
Fred Buseman '47
Fred Buseman died July
25 in Clinton, Iowa, at age
78. He was born in Aplington, Iowa, and graduated
from Central College in
Pella, Iowa. After graduating
from Western, he served
Reformed churches in New
York, Iowa, Colorado, Illinois, and Indiana. He also
served as college minister at
Northwestern College in
Orange City, Iowa, and with
the Evangelism Association
in Des Moines, Iowa.
Patricia Elzinga '87
Patricia Elzinga died in
Holland, Michigan, November 25. She was also born in
Holland and graduated from
Hope College. She earned
the M.R.E. degree in 1987
and the M.Div. in 1992. She
served churches in Holland
and Kalamazoo, Michigan,
and as director of Door of
Hope ministry for victims of
sexual abuse.

John C. Frey '51
John Frey died July 25 in
Cedar Falls, Iowa. He was
born in Aplington, Iowa, in
1920 and graduated from
Central College in Pella,
Iowa. After graduating from
Western he served Reformed
churches in Illinois, Wisconsin, and Iowa.
Kenneth H. Hesselink '41
Kenneth Hesselink died
December 18 in Niles,
Michigan, at the age of
eighty-one. He was born in
Oostburg, Wisconsin, and
graduated from Hope College in Holland, Michigan.
After graduating from Western, he served Reformed
churches in Michigan and
Illinois and served as assistant field secretary and field
secretary of the Particular
Synod of Michigan of the
Reformed Church in America.
Luther E. Ratm.eyer '64
Luther itltmeyer died in
North York, Ontario, January 17. He was born in 1938
in Forreston, Illinois, and
graduated from Central College in Pella, Iowa. After
graduating from Western, he
served Reformed churches
in Michigan, Nebraska,
Georgia, and Ontario.
Peter Van Es, Jr. '30
Peter Van Es died January 8 in San Jose, California, at the age of ninetyfour. He was born in Orange
City, Iowa, and graduated
from Hope College in Holland, Michigan. After graduating from Western, he
served American Indian
ministries in Oklahoma,
New Mexico, and Nebraska,
and Reformed churches in
Washington, New Jersey,
and California.

Let classmates and colleagues know about the milestones in your life.
Send your news items to "Alumline," Western Theological Seminary,
101 E. 13th Street, Holland, Ml 49423; fax 616-392-7717.
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