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In this issue... Dear Friends,
We live in a time of anxiety. Inflation, volatility in the stock market, 
geo-political instability, and continuing decline of post-pandemic 
church attendance all add to the sense that all is not as it should be.

We are familiar with Jesus’ saying, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few” (Luke 10:2). But we often forget the next verse, 
when Jesus said, “Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves” 
(Luke 10:3). It is a stark reminder that the harvest field in which we work 
is full of danger and difficulties.

Yet, even then, the people of God continue to respond in the spirit of Isaiah, saying, 
“Here I am, Lord, send me.” This fall, a record number of students—433 total—enrolled
at the seminary. Each and every one of them is responding to God’s call to be workers in 
the harvest field. At Western, they will receive a seminary education that is committed to 
the historic Christian faith and the best of the Reformed tradition. They will also study in a 
formative learning environment that will encourage them to boldly proclaim and embody 
the Christian faith with wisdom, conviction, and love.

Why a Western Theological Seminary education? In these anxious times, our world needs 
the good news of the gospel more than ever. The Theological Identity Statement of the 
seminary expresses this firm and unshakeable commitment. “We proclaim the gospel with 
love and boldness, calling people from all nations to repentance, faith, and new life in 
Jesus Christ by the power of the Spirit.” We believe that there is no salvation apart from
Jesus Christ. 

We also believe that God continues to speak to us through his Holy Word. As Dr. Madison 
Pierce, our new Associate Professor of New Testament, reminds us in her article in this 
issue, “God speaks through Scripture to readers in every age.” We are committed to raising 
pastors and leaders who will boldly proclaim the good news of the gospel and faithfully 
teach the Scriptures, which we believe to be the supreme authority in faith and in life, 
infallible in what it intends to teach.

Friends, we live in an anxious time. The need is great! Together, we can continue to form 
pastors and leaders for this generation. Thank you for your partnership in the gospel!

DR. FELIX THEONUGRAHA
President
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NEWS TO CONNECT

Hope College and Western Theological Seminary 
have established a “3-2” pastor-preparation 
program. The new Vita Scholars Program will 
enable students to graduate both from Hope with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree and from the seminary 
with a Master of Divinity degree after a total of 
five years instead of seven.

This model is described as a “3-2” or “accelerated 
degree” because it involves completing a       
four-year bachelor’s in three years and a 
three-year M.Div. in two.  

Officially launched in the fall of 2022, Hope 
College and Western Theological Seminary are 
actively recruiting undergraduate students for fall 
2023.

the Vita Scholars experience at a glance 
As Vita Scholars, students will:

• Explore a variety of spiritual practices and learn 
about the basic storyline of scripture and the 
church’s history

• Read and discuss contemporary and historic 
theological materials that address economic 
dynamics, led by a variety of faculty and pastors

• Participate in an undergraduate ethics and 
economics group led by an economics professor

• Spend at least one summer working in a traditional 
commercial environment based on their interests 
and background, such as in a factory or intern at 
a marketing agency. Students will interact with 
frontline workers, managers, and other business 
leaders in guided discussions.

• Participate in a ministry internship in either a rural 
or urban environment

behind the name Vita Scholars
Vita is Latin for life. The program is meant to nurture 
students’ capacities to abide in and express the reality 
that God came in the flesh of Jesus Christ “for the life 
of the world” (John 6:51). When Jesus, in and through 
the gifts of others, fed thousands of people, it was 
a sign that he, himself, in the flesh, is the beginning 
and end of life and its flourishing. Our hope is that 
students’ pastoral imaginations will be inspired by the 
gift of Jesus Christ to the whole cosmos.

If you know a future undergraduate student who feels a call 
to ministry, have them visit wtsem.info/vita to learn more 
and apply.

Why would a student want to pursue 
a program like this rather than the 
traditional path?
Programs like Vita Scholars substantially reduce the 
financial burden of  receiving both an M.Div. and 
a B.A. With the rising costs of  higher education, 
obtaining a Master of  Divinity degree following 
undergraduate school is becoming less common. 
The 3-2 accelerated program dramatically reduces 
the amount of  tuition a student will need to pay and, 
therefore, how many student loans they will need to 
leverage to finish their degree.

How can this degree be completed in five 
years instead of seven?
Programs like Vita Scholars cut down on the 
redundancy in the curriculum for students who 
study theology, Bible, or religious studies as 
undergraduates. Vita Scholars will major in Religion 
at Hope College before finishing their Master of  
Divinity at Western Theological Seminary.  

Additionally, due to some of  the other unique 
components of  the Vita Scholars program, such as 
being part of  a cohort and participating in specific 
internship experiences, students in the program can 
expect to have a robust and formative experience 
that spans from undergraduate to graduate school.

How is the Vita Scholars program 
different from other 3-2 programs?
Many similar programs provide the opportunity 
to study broadly in a liberal arts environment in 
preparation for pastoral ministry. The Vita Scholars 
program will focus on co-curricular experiences and 
learning about the implications of  the gospel in the 
economic dimensions of  life. 

One of  the central tasks of  a pastor is to help people 
as they discover how their lives are a part of  God’s 
agenda for creation. When the apostle Paul gave 
one of  his co-workers, Timothy, advice on pastoral 
tasks, he addressed both God’s invisibility and how to 
honor widows, both God’s immortality and how the 
desire to be rich can lead to corruption. 

Preparing to be a pastor means learning how to 
do that kind of  thing: helping others connect their 
demands to the divine life. Pastoring is not solely 
concentrated on work and economic life, but our 
hope is that this becomes a transferrable capacity. 
If  a pastor can articulate how the gospel is joined to 
this layer of  life, he or she will learn how to do this 
for other aspects of  human experience.

By Dr. Keith Starkenburg
Director of the Vita Scholars Program and              
Associate Professor of Theology                                           

INTRODUCING THE 
VITA SCHOLARS PROGRAM

Photo by Mitchell Leach via Unsplash.com

“The Vita Scholars 
program will focus on 
co-curricular experiences 
and learning about 
the implications of the 
gospel in the economic 
dimensions of life. ”
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“In a cacophonous age overrun by ego and 
animosity, we hope to nurture humility, 
joy, contemplation and even a bit of holy 
belligerence – amid all the dehumanizing 
forces suffocating the delight of being God’s 
beloved people in God’s astounding world. 

Doxology is a posture of wonder, gratitude, 
and awe - a way of life for all who long for 
the simple, sacred life that flows from the 
Father, Son, and Spirit.” - Dr. Winn Collier, 
Director of the Eugene Peterson Center for 
Christian Imagination

doxology conference 2022
In late October, The Eugene Peterson Center 
for Christian Imagination hosted its first annual 
Doxology gathering in Holland, Michigan. Many 
pastors, friends, alumni, artists, musicians, and folks 
full of  longing came together from our far flung 
homes to embody the prayer that has been guiding 
the Peterson Center since it began:

God, give us eyes to see the wideness of  your world, 
shimmering with beauty and holiness. Stimulate our 
imaginations, infusing us with courage and hope. Surround us 
with friendship. Plant us as seeds of  resurrection. Amen.

Though we’d planned for three speakers to guide 
us, Cherith fell ill, and we were saddened by her 
absence. Still, our other teachers nurtured a wise, 
creative space filled with biblical imagination. 
Afternoon workshop leaders contributed meaningful 
ways to engage the body, heart, and mind. Artists 
and musicians created original pieces to help give 
us the eyes and ears to see God’s world shimmering 
with holiness.

Evenings were filled with poetry, violin, guitar, cello, 
and the storytelling of  Doxology participants who 

courageously told personal stories around the theme 
“Joy Amid the Ruin.”  

The aroma of  fresh roasted coffee in the morning and 
warm pretzels in the evening welcomed us and then 
sent us on our way, a litany that mingled with our 
prayers and our laughter. 

Our time together was filled with the kind and gentle 
presence of  the Holy Spirit, uniting us in love and 
calling us to praise (doxology) the God who loves us 
and draws us into the mystery of  the Triune life.

meet the guides
Cherith Fee Nordling is a theologian 
and writer focused on Biblical 
studies and Christian formation. 
Cherith and her husband Robert 
have two wonderful sons and 
daughters-in-law and two remarkable granddaughters.

Drew Jackson is a poet and the pastor 
of  Hope East Village in New York 
City. Drew’s first published collection 
is God Speaks Through Wombs: Poems on 
God’s Unexpected Coming, with a second 
volume coming. Drew and his wife, 
Genay, share life with their twin daughters, 
Suhaila and Zora.

Sam Wells is Vicar of  
St Martin-in-the-Fields in London’s 
Trafalgar Square and a public 
theologian. Sam has written 
numerous books, most recently 
Finding Abundance in Scarcity, A Cross in the 
Heart of  God, and Humbler Faith, Bigger God.

By Rev. Sam Gutierrez, Associate Director of the Eugene Peterson Center for Christian Imagination                                                      

NEWS TO CONNECT

Drew Jackson offering poetry and reflection

A night of poetry and music featuring Drew Jackson,                Paul 
Paul Zach, and Orlando Palmer

Sam Wells sharing insight on the wisdom of Joel
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RESOURCES TO EQUIP

If  you were to flip through the pages of  the New 
Testament and stop to glance at the opening lines 
of  its letters, you would quickly notice a pattern 
develop: “Paul, apostle…”; “Paul, slave…”; “Paul, 
apostle…”; and so on. But then you would reach the 
opening of  the letter to the Hebrews: “At times and 
in various ways, God spoke to our ancestors.” Within 
its canonical context, the beginning of  Hebrews 
rightly catches our attention. The Epistle opens 
strangely, not only when compared to other letters 
in the New Testament, but also to other letters from 
that period of  time. The author doesn’t begin with a 
self-introduction: instead, he introduces us to God.

Through an extended theological reflection, 
Hebrews introduces us to a God who speaks. This 
God spoke to the ancestors of  the addressees 
through the prophets for generations, and now this 
same God speaks to “us” through the Son (Heb. 
1:1–2). Uttering words of  the psalmist, this God says 
to Jesus, “You are my Son; today I have begotten 
you” (1:5; 5:5; quoting Ps. 2:7), and “you are a 

priest forever” (5:5; 7:17; quoting Ps. 110:4). As 
God speaks again and again throughout the epistle, 
each quotation embodies new life as God’s words 
illuminate the priestly work of  Christ on our behalf.

Nevertheless, it is not enough just to read Hebrews; 
it must also be interpreted. And unfortunately, 
several noteworthy interpretations of  Hebrews are 
unhelpful, some even harmful. For instance, some 
think that Hebrews is exemplary in proof-texting 
Scripture—taking quotations of  Scripture out of  
their context and forcing them to say something 
contrary to the author’s intention. But reading early 
Jewish interpretations shows us that the author of  
Hebrews quotes several passages in ways that would 
be relatively unsurprising to others at that time. They 
understood them to be about the Messiah too—
before Jesus was even born!

Other interpreters think that the author of  Hebrews 
appeals to Scripture in ways that undermine God’s 
ongoing faithfulness to the Jewish people; they think 

the author of  Hebrews goes as far as to “replace” 
them with the Church. But what these readers of  
Hebrews do not realize is that the author draws upon 
Scripture in ways that uphold God’s commitment 
to his covenant people and that honor the practices 
of  the Jewish people. The author draws upon texts 
that we often avoid—like Leviticus—to portray Jesus 
in a way that coheres with the sacrificial system that 
his readers knew. The author of  Hebrews knew the 
value that the Jewish people received in ordering 
their lives around the practices prescribed in the 
Law, but he also knew that one important function 
of  those practices was to foreshadow the work 
of  Christ. Calvin affirms this aspect of  Hebrews, 
saying: “There is, indeed, no book in the Holy 
Scriptures which speaks so clearly of  the priesthood 
of  Christ….” And, in fact, he felt that the portrayal 
of  the Levitical sacrifices was so valuable that he 
charged his readers to “defend the possession of  
[Hebrews].”1

The author introduces the relationship between the 
incredible work of  Christ and Scripture through 
speech. Speech for us is often quick and fragmented, 
hurried, or seemingly inconsequential—food 
orders, small talk about the weather, etc. But 
Hebrews discloses how God’s speech is powerful and 
generative–at the very heart of  the life of  the Triune 
God and his saving work in the world. For most of  
Hebrews, we have the opportunity to “overhear” 
(in a manner of  speaking) what God has said to the 
Son and what the Son has said to the Father. The 
Father tells us that his remarkable Son is the one 
who laid the foundations of  the earth and that the 
heavens are the works of  his hands (Heb. 1:10–12, 
quoting Ps. 102:25–27). The Father declares his 
Son a priest forever (Heb. 5:5; 7:17, 20, quoting                         
Ps. 110:4), one who offers a single yet wholly effective 

1  John Calvin, Hebrews and 1 & 2 Peter, trans. William Johnston (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1994), 1.

sacrifice on our behalf  (e.g., Heb. 7:27). In turn, 
the Son expresses his desire to lead his brothers and 
sisters in praising the Father (Heb. 2:12, quoting Ps. 
22:22) and also expresses trust in the Father (Heb. 
2:13, quoting Isa. 8:17). Additionally, later in the 
argument, he proclaims his desire to do the will of  
God (Heb. 10:5–7, quoting Psalm 40:6–8), which in 
the context of  Hebrews 10 is his sacrificial offering in 
the heavenly tabernacle.

God speaks through Scripture to readers of  every 
age. His Spirit encourages us not to harden our 
hearts (Heb. 3:7–11, quoting Ps. 95:7–11). The 
author of  Hebrews presses us to expect that we will 
hear God’s voice, and he teaches us about the power 
of  God’s words—words that brought the world into 
being and established a powerful covenant with 
Israel. The author of  Hebrews also teaches us to 
listen to the Son speaking to us, not only through 
quotations directed to the Father but also through 
his life and ministry. He reminds us that Christians 
across all traditions and in all times and places share 
in this—the holy calling to heed the Word of  God.

By Dr. Madison Pierce
Associate Professor of New Testament                                            

“Hebrews discloses 
how God’s speech 
is powerful and 
generative–at the 
very heart of the life 
of the Triune God                
and his saving work in 
the world.”

Photo by Chris Belsten via Flickr.com

HEBREWS

OF GOD
AND THE WORD
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STORIES TO INSPIRE

When my husband and I were bringing up our blended 
family of  six kids with an age range of  six years, we had 
to institute certain rules to remain sane. Many of  them 
related to food, specifically to pizza. While Luana didn’t 
like peppers, Anton hated onions, Jonathan didn’t want 
mushrooms, María Isabel hated olives, Maya never ate 
pepperoni, and Natalia wouldn’t touch any meat. So, we 
created a rule: you can take one –only one—ingredient off 
your piece of  pizza. You had to eat all the rest. Our family 
peace rested on the fact that on a pizza, you can take off one 
ingredient and still eat pizza!

Now compare that to whole grain bread—the sort we bake 
daily in Casa Adobe, the intentional Christian community 
my husband and I are a part of  in Costa Rica. Water, butter, 
salt, whole-grain flour, bran, wheat germ, and sunflower 
seeds are blended and baked together. Try taking out the 
wheat germ or the salt. Impossible! Each ingredient is 
so intimately welded to the others by heat that they have 
become an inseparable part of  the whole. In Spanish, we call 
this pan integral, meaning whole-grain bread.

So it is with the gospel, the good news of  God’s love for 
God’s creation. The good news that Jesus proclaimed and 
embodied is more like whole-grain bread than pizza. It is 
one seamless whole: love for God cannot be separated from 
love for neighbor (as the apostle John so insistently reminds 
the early Christians in his letters). Reconciliation with God 
through Christ and the ongoing work of  the Spirit cannot be 
separated from reconciliation with other people and with the 
entire created order. God’s reign of  love and justice affects 
every dimension of  life: spiritual and physical, personal and 
social, economic and ecological. 

The Seamless Whole 
of Christian Mission

The same comparison remains true when we move 
from gospel to mission. A reduced understanding 
of  the gospel necessarily generates a reduced 
understanding –and practice—of  mission. If  
the good news is limited to mending individuals’ 
relationships with God and for life after death, 
with no implications for any other relationship or 
life before death, then we will focus all efforts on 
those single objectives. If  instead we recognize good 
news as affecting every last dimension of  existence, 
human and non-human, within God’s good creation, 
then there will be no realm of  life that remains 
untouched by the Christian mission. Following 
Jesus as whole-life disciples means engaging in 
God’s life-giving purposes far outside the bounds of  
religious language, church buildings, and evangelistic 
programs. The good news propels God’s children 
beyond, sent as Jesus was, as agents of  God’s 
preposterous reconciliation, which overcomes all 
petty human borders, exclusions, and prejudices. 

From Eden, through the law and the prophets, to 
Jesus’ life, ministry, death, and resurrection, through 
the early church, and to the future arrival of  the 
New Jerusalem, God intends to restore relations and 
bring wholeness. Faithfulness in God’s mission does 
not allow us to pick and choose ingredients, proclaim 
or embody the good news, embrace people like us 
or reach out to others, engage in ‘church’ matters 
or social ones, surrender our heart or our pockets, 
pray or seek justice, care about salvation of  the soul 
or shalom on earth. As the Good News has to do 
with the whole of  life, mission is also wholistic and 
integral, influencing every last corner of  life. 

Not everyone is called to bake whole-grain bread as 
we do daily at Casa Adobe. But every follower of  
Jesus Christ is called to join others in God’s wholistic 
restoration project in their particular context. May 
we live into that calling through the gifting and 
strength of  the Holy Spirit! 

By Dr. Ruth Padilla DeBorst
Associate Professor of World Christianity                                                 

“As the Good News has to do with 
the whole of life, mission is also 
wholistic and integral, influencing 
every last corner of life. ”

Photo by Cherri Laithang via Unsplash.com
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WILD COUNTRY 
OF THE HEART
Navigating the Seasons of the 
Spiritual Journey with St. Teresa

By Dr. Chuck DeGroat
Professor of Pastoral Care and Christian Spirituality                                                 

While a Reformation unfolded in Germany, Switzerland, 
and throughout Europe in the early decades of  the 
16th century, a woman was born 1000 miles south in 
Avila, Spain, on the bank of  the Rio Adaja, just west 
of  Madrid. Today, we know her as St. Teresa of  Avila, 
a woman who started a reform movement centered 
around living according to the Gospels and committed to 
discovering the hope, beauty, and intimacy of  God’s life 
within us. 

I met her in the summer of  1997 while studying 
Christian spirituality with the theologian Alistair 
McGrath. He spoke of  her as if  she were a friend, and 
it was clear to me, even at the age of  27, that I’d need 
to get to know her. That sparked a curiosity about the 
Spanish Carmelite tradition, including St. John of  the 
Cross, author of  The Dark Night of  the Soul. Teresa and 
John’s work created space for doubt and disorientation 
in my life of  faith but offered reminders that God holds 
us even in these spaces of  disruption. They became 
companions in my pastoral and counseling work. I was so 
captivated by Teresa’s vision of  life in God that I began 
writing about it five years ago, but black-and-white words 
on a page couldn’t capture what I saw in my mind’s vivid 
technicolor imagination. So, I set aside the 40,000 words 
I’d written and didn’t return until last summer. 

By last summer, a book I’d written called When Narcissism 
Comes to Church had been around for nearly a year and 

a half, and with that, a deluge of  conversation and 
correspondence around issues of  religious trauma, 
church scandal, clergy abuse, and more. Every day, 
I’d expect to see another 10-20 emails with stories of  
pain and powerlessness. Soon enough, my soul felt 
heavy, and my cynicism oozed over in conversations. 
I knew I had to find my 
way to the depths of  God 
and the horizon of  hope 
again. Over a coffee with 
a creative friend named 
Andrew, I asked if  he could 
put my words about Teresa 
to compelling music and 
artful visuals, and we began 
filming Wild Country of  the 
Heart: Navigating the Seasons 
of  the Spiritual Journey with St. 
Teresa, a 70-minute journey 
into the seven dwellings of  
her most beloved work, The 
Interior Castle. 

Teresa witnessed a church in crisis. Though 1,000 
miles south of  the Reformation epicenter, she felt its 
reverberations. Within her own church and monastic 
movement, she witnessed ritualism and apathy, 
performative practices of  the Christian life without 
heart. She participated in it all until, at age 39, her 
eyes were opened to see her sufferings in Jesus, her 
life transformed by God’s solidarity amidst her pain. 
Now, she couldn’t help but name the crisis and pave 
a hopeful pathway forward that we desperately need. 

The church in North America is facing massive 
challenges today, if  not crises. The late spiritual 
theologian Phyllis Tickle noted that about every 
500 years, the church seems to experience a “giant 
rummage sale,” a reckoning with old and tired 
forms of  religiosity and even abusive practices. And, 
it seems we’re at that 500-year mark again. In my 

work, I sit with survivors of  abuse whose trauma 
burdens them so greatly that they wonder if  they 
can find their way to church again. Polling through 
Gallup shows a precipitous decline in trust and 
confidence in religious institutions, from 60% in 
2001 to 37% today. 

I created Wild Country of  the 
Heart to offer hope through 
the compelling story of  one 
who could’ve given herself  
up. A sufferer of  trauma, 
burdened by chronic pain, 
and faced with sexism 
and racism (for her Jewish 
family background), Teresa’s 
experiences mirror many 
of  ours. Indeed, in the 
patriarchal Spain of  her day, 
clergy-sanctioned domestic 
abuse threatened the dignity 
of  women and wives, in 

particular. She had every reason to seethe in anger, 
to resign to cynicism.  

And yet, she created a hopeful community, anchored 
in the Gospels and aimed at forming women and 
men for life in God. She wrote a magnificent work, 
The Interior Castle, offering a way forward through 
our disorientation, doubts, and even deconstruction, 
into hope, beauty, dignity, and intimacy with God. 
That’s a story worth telling today, as we at Western 
Theological Seminary seek to reckon responsibly 
with the ecclesial challenges but also prepare women 
and men to be hopeful ambassadors of  God’s 
shalom. I pray that the film plays a small part in that 
hopeful way forward. 

For readers of The Commons, Chuck is offering a 25% 
discount on the film and 7-week study curriculum. 
Use the code WILDCOUNTRY25. For more information, visit 
www.chuckdegroat.net /wild-country-of-the-heart.

“We at Western Theological 
Seminary seek to reckon 
responsibly with the 
ecclesial challenges but also 
prepare women and men to 
be hopeful ambassadors of 
God’s shalom. I pray that the 
film plays a small part in that 
hopeful way forward.”

Photo by Clay Banks via Unsplash.com

11 12FALL 2022



ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
STEPHEN C. SHAFFER, M.DIV. ‘13
The following excerpt contains 
sections from Chapter 7, “Faith 
for Exiles: Keeping Faith in Digital 
Babylon,” in Rooted: Growing in 
Christ in a Rootless Age by Stephen 
C. Shaffer (Peniel Press, 2022). Stephen 
graduated from WTS in 2013 with an M.Div. and 
is currently a pastor at Bethel Reformed Church in 
Brantford, Ontario.

Babylon is not dead; it just went online. In their 
book Faith for Exiles, David Kinnaman and Mark 
Matlock describe our current culture in the West as 
a “Digital Babylon.” Once, the Christian faith sat at 
the center of  many communities—as Jerusalem sat 
in the middle of  Israel. Now, that faith feels pushed 
to the margins. Many of  us may have grown up near 
a “spiritual Jerusalem,” but we now live in Babylon. 
Though we may not feel as if  we have changed, 
the culture has certainly changed around us, and it 
can be disorienting, particularly as change seems to 
occur faster and faster. 

We sense that fewer people are religious (or at least 
believe in the same way). We have now moved into 
Babylon. No one asked us if  we wanted to move, but 
we are there, nonetheless. According to Kinnaman 
and Matlock:

Ancient Babylon was the pagan-but-spiritual, hyper-
stimulated, multicultural, imperial crossroads that became 
the unwilling home of  Judean exiles, including the prophet 
Daniel, in the sixth century BCE. But digital Babylon is not a 
physical place. It is the pagan-but-spiritual, hyper-stimulated, 

to scroll through Facebook at work. Our inability to sit 
quietly with our own souls creates the most significant 
spiritual problem of  our times. When our hearts begin 
to ache, we self-medicate through technology. The 
discomfort, the quiet prick of  our conscience, the unease 
that all is not right with ourselves, or even the hint that 
there might be something more—these fears are quieted 
quickly by watching another episode on Netflix, joining 
another Twitter crusade, or scrolling TikTok. 

Big questions take time to consider. It requires attention 
to examine our deeply held convictions, to wrestle with 
uncomfortable and potentially life-altering truths. Yet, 
utterly exhausted from needing to constantly know the 
latest thing, we have little energy to consider the deeper 
things. Trained to distract ourselves at the slightest sense 
of  internal discomfort, we stop the hard work of  soul 
searching before it even begins. “The problem occurs 
when antipathy toward sustained introspection and soul 
searching, cultivated through habitual distraction, becomes 
a barrier for hearing the gospel.”3

The distraction at the heart of  Digital Babylon is 
dangerous, not just for workplace productivity but also for 
our souls. Through digital addiction, we numb ourselves to 
the prick of  our conscience, an instrument the Holy Spirit 
uses for our redemption and sanctification. We soothe our 
conscience, not through confession and absolution, but 
through the rush of  distraction. 

Let’s be honest—we are all in Digital Babylon now. We 
cannot go back to Jerusalem, at least not yet. We are 
called to live and to learn to live in this land of  exile. We 
must, like Israel before us, learn to live as strangers in a 
strange land, to live as faithful people on foreign soil. I 
am not arguing that technology is inherently bad and that 
we should eliminate all digital technology from our lives. 
Instead, we need to recognize the culture we live in and 
how it shapes us to love and value certain things. 

3  Alan Noble, Disruptive Witness: Speaking Truth in a Distracted Age (Downer’s Grove, IL: 

Intervarsity Press, 2018), 27.

If  we are unaware of  how our culture shapes us, we 
will be unprepared for the struggles our culture causes. 
“If  we assume that society will continue down the 
path of  adopting invasive and distracting technologies, 
the question facing Christians becomes not only how 
can we resist these changes but also how can we speak 
the truth in a culture where this is the norm?”4 Like 
all exiles, we will need to learn specific patterns of  
resistance. In the biblical story of  God’s people, we see 
how God gave gifts to his church—such as baptism, the 
Christian funeral, prayer, singing, the Lord’s Supper, 
and wisdom—that foster deeper rootedness in Christ in 
a rootless land.

We need to be rooted in something deeper than our 
distractable, media-fueled days. We must root ourselves 
in Christ himself. Only when we abide in Christ, when 
we belong—not to ourselves, but to Jesus—will we be 
able to withstand the pressures of  Digital Babylon. 
Digital Babylon may seem like a hopeless place to live. 
Yet, green shoots grow up among the rubble.

4  Noble, 20.

multicultural, imperial crossroads that is the virtual home of  
every person with Wi-Fi, a data plan, or—for most of  us—
both.1

While Ancient Babylon used the threat of  physical 
violence to impose its will, Digital Babylon’s weapons 
are more subtle, though no less powerful. The goal is 
not merely military conquest but cultural conquest.

Digital Babylon does not need swords and arrows 
to conquer us when it can use the internet and our 
smartphones. When we consume content on the 
internet, whether through apps, videos, music, tv 
shows, or social media, we are being discipled—
shaped to consider some things important by how 
much attention they take from us. In this way, we 
can participate in our own colonization by Digital 
Babylon. “The idea of  digital colonization may 
seem extreme, but here is the point: screens inform 
and connect, but they also distract and entertain. 
Through screens’ ubiquitous presence, [Digital] 
Babylon’s pride, power, prestige, and pleasure 
colonize our hearts and minds.”2 Digital Babylon 
works its way into our hearts through the devices we 
can never seem to leave behind. 

Digital Babylon is driven by distraction. Our most 
precious commodity in the digital age is not our 
time or money, but our attention. Boredom is the 
new enemy, and everything we own seeks to capture 
our limited attention. The problem of  distraction, 
however, runs much deeper than the temptation 

1 David Kinnaman and Mark Matlock, Faith for Exiles: 5 Ways for a New Generation 

to Follow Jesus in Digital Babylon (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Baooks, 2019), 20.   
2 Kinnaman and Matlock, 24.
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This year, we celebrate the 5-year anniversary 
of  our Hispanic Ministry Program. We are so 
grateful for God’s grace, goodness, and favor over 
the past five years. Since 2017 we have diligently 
worked to fulfill our motto, “equipping leaders, 
changing lives!”

This year we have seen a great return on the hard 
work that has gone into building the program. 
The HMP has grown from the initial 55 students 
to over 120 students today (representing 7 
different denominations) in our Graduate 
Certificate program and our new Master of  Arts 
program launched in the 2022-23 academic year.  

growth from small beginnings

Western’s efforts are in response to the hunger of  the 
Latino community to equip and prepare leaders of  the 
church for lifelong ministry. The breadth and depth of  
the Hispanic community throughout the United States 
continues to shed light on the vital role of  churches in 
Latino communities. According to UCLA professor 
and Brown Church Institute founder Robert Chao 
Romero, “Latino churches are proximate to the pain 
felt by communities; they are often first responders in 
crisis situations like COVID or immigration cases; and 
they are a vital, though often overlooked, partner in the 
social safety net.”1 

Our students have shown the efforts they will take to 
obtain their graduate degree. The vast majority of  our 
students are bivocational, bilingual pastors and church 
leaders working outside of  the church and maintaining 
a church community. They participate in the program 
with Spanish as their language of  context and ministry, 
while working in an environment using their second 
language (English).

1 christianitytoday.com/ct/2022/september-web-only/                                         

transformational-role-of-latino-churches.html  

vital role

BY THE NUMBERS

55
students enrolled in the 2017 

HMP GCPM program

51
students enrolled in the 2022 

HMP MA program

74
students enrolled in the 2022 

HMP GCPM program

NEWS TO CONNECT

MEET THE TEAM

Johnny Vega
HISPANIC MINISTRY

 PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR

David A. Escobar Arcay 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF THEOLOGY

DIRECTOR OF THE HISPANIC 
MINISTRY PROGRAM

Gretchen Torres
HISPANIC MINISTRY PROGRAM 

AND THM PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR

A LOOK BACK AND FORWARD: 
THE HISPANIC MINISTRY PROGRAM We thank God for the blessing of  a great HMP team 

at WTS, growing from three full-time staff to nine staff 
members assisting us throughout the country with their 
individual gifts and talents.

We are very grateful to Lily Endowment Inc. for the 
Pathways for Tomorrow Initiative grant, enabling us to 
strengthen and sustain our capacities to prepare and 
support pastoral leaders for the Christian church. These 
funds will provide for our newest endeavor, a Hispanic 
Summer Institute program here at WTS in 2023, 2024, 
and 2025. We will host a two-week residential intensive 
experience where students will participate in two 
masters-level courses taught by two world-renowned 
professors. More information is soon to come!

casting the vision

By Johnny Vega
Hispanic Ministry Program Administrator                                           

First HMP cohort in Delaware

First GCUPM cohort in Holland
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DOCTOR OF MINISTRY
AT WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

New Doctor of Ministry cohorts launch throughout the 
year. Want to be the first to hear about new cohorts? 
Sign up here: wtsem.info/dmininfo

STAY 
CONNECTED

The Doctor of Ministry program at Western 
Theological Seminary is unique—a formational 
process with an intellectual focus. Three-year 
cohorts are designed around important themes 
such as pastoral care and counseling, preaching, 
disability and ministry, and pastoral leadership. 
New cohorts are introduced each year.

Once committed to a specific theme, the student 
cohort journeys with their mentor(s), engaging 
in a curriculum designed for that particular area 

of ministry. Working collaboratively with other 
students and faculty, you will have the flexibility 
to shape your learning around your specific 
ministry context.

If you are a pastor or ministry leader, hold a 
Master of Divinity degree or its educational 
equivalent, and have at least three years of 
ministry experience, we invite you to consider how 
the Doctor of Ministry program may refresh your 
ministry. 

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY COHORTS LAUNCHING IN SPRING OF 2023

Launches April 17-21, 2023
Faculty: Dr. Jeff Barker and Dr. Karen Bohm Barker
Apply by January 31, 2023

This cohort will put the Bible on its feet, inviting those who love 
Scripture to consider its performance genres deeply. 

Our goal in the academic journey of  this cohort is to rejoin theory 
and practice, performer and audience, text and context, intention 
and fulfillment, rehearsal and performance. Through these activities, 
we aim to rediscover biblical meanings born in an ancient world,                       
re-entering a lost world of  Scripture so that others may find their way to 
that world.

We expect the cohort to include preachers, worship leaders, and scholars with gifts in the arts. 
Together, we will learn to reclaim the action and orality lost when the Bible became a “book.”

This cohort is affiliated with The Eugene Peterson Center for Christian Imagination.

Performing the Bible: Exploring the 
Performance Genres of Scripture

Hungering for God: Pastor as Spiritual Guide
Launches May 15-19, 2023
Faculty: Rev. Tom Schwanda, Ph.D.
Apply by January 30, 2023

The Hungering for God cohort builds on the 
pastor’s conviction to be a spiritual guide inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, seeking to equip ministry 
leaders to assist others in knowing, loving, and 
serving God more fully.  

Through biblical, theological, and historical 
reflection and regular engagement with spiritual 
practices, we will examine how various individuals 
and movements across the church’s history 
have experienced and sought to nurture their 
relationship with the Triune God. Our cohort will 
explore the foundation of  union and communion 
with God, desiring maturing experiences with 
God, the proper use of  spiritual practices, 
enjoyment and contemplation of  God, and 
barriers and obstacles where people get stuck. 

The final project will be grounded in the 
student’s ministry setting and integrate cohort 
readings, spiritual practices, class discussions,                    
and experiences.

Evangelical Theology: Engaging the 
Pastoral, Doctrinal, and Public Theology 
of the Hispanic American Church
Launches February 2023
Faculty: Dr. David Escobar Arcay and Dr. Alvin Padilla

During this three-year program, students will 
join leaders with extensive pastoral experience 
who are recognized as effective educators to 
study evangelical theology, particularly in the    
Hispanic-American Church. 

Three cycles of  seminar and residence will take 
place throughout the program. The program 
culminates in a thesis project in the student’s area 
of    interest considering their ministry. This cohort 
is for men and women located in the pastoral 
ministry gap, interested in increasing their pastoral 
effectiveness.

This program will take place in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, and all instruction will be in Spanish. It’s 
open to students from the United States and 
worldwide. 
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Congregations who join the Churches in Mission 
cohort agree to listen deeply to people inside and 
outside of  their church to discern what God is calling 
them toward in local mission. Each team engages 
an in-depth process of  listening and discovery in 
their neighborhoods. Along the way, they learn 
from neighbors they’ve never met before; wrestling 
with what they hear becomes the foundation for 
discerning the next steps. In response, each church 
team designs a creative way to thank their neighbors 
for reshaping the church’s imagination about what’s 
possible.

Sign up to receive our monthly newsletter by visiting 
wtsem.info/cimnewsletter

Learn how to join the next Churches in Mission cohort 
by filling out this form: wtsem.info/ciminfo 
Or, scan this QR code:

Members of  Bridge to Grace Covenant Church in 
Roswell, GA, had a feeling that God was inviting 
them into something new. They wanted to make 
a difference in their neighborhood, which had 
changed significantly since the church was founded 
40 years ago. The neighborhood was once made up 
primarily of  single-family homes priced for middle- 
to upper-class buyers. Over the last decade, 10,000 
new apartments were built across the street from the 
church. New neighbors moved in, many immigrating 
from Central and South America. 

Members of  the church recognized the gift of  
their location and the growing diversity in their 
neighborhood. They joined the Churches in Mission 
cohort at Western Theological Seminary because 
they were eager to pay attention to the changes and 
faithfully respond to them. In their new neighbors, 
they saw increased material needs, language barriers, 
and the disproportionate impact of  the COVID-19 
pandemic on day laborers. They began to wonder 
what it would take for people from different countries 
to learn from and with each other.

Through the Churches in Mission process, the 
Bridge to Grace team explored their neighborhood 
and interviewed people who live and work there. 

They heard about pressing needs in local schools, 
recognized food insecurity, and encountered 
challenging language divides. After a season 
of  discernment, the team decided to create a 
collaborative non-profit called Love Our Neighbor, 
inviting partnerships with other churches and non-
profits. They hope to expand their food distribution 
program, support counselors and teachers at local 
schools, engage in reciprocal language activities, and 
open their building for neighborhood childcare.  

God keeps showing up in surprising ways. A local 
Spanish-speaking congregation made an offer to 
buy part of  the property. The pastor of  a Haitian 
congregation asked to use the Bridge to Grace 
building as a worship space. A neighbor requested 
to expand her at-home daycare into the church 
building. A neighbor offered to share a bus that she 
uses for food distribution. Each of  these new ministry 
opportunities aligns with things the team has been 
praying about. The Holy Spirit is on the move in 
Roswell, GA, and continues to open doors for Bridge 
to Grace and her neighbors to join in.

“Discerning local mission demands curiosity 
and a willingness to change.”

responding to god’s call

Everything in the 
Neighborhood Has Changed, 
Except for the Church

2

1

join the conversation
Is God inviting your church to something new in your 
neighborhood?

If  so, we’d love to talk with you. Get connected to a 
learning community whose goal is to love God and 
their neighbors right where they are.

RESOURCE TO EQUIP

Congregation members pack food for monthly meal                        
distribution to nearby apartmentsWorship fueling Bridge to Grace’s desire to serve their neighbors

meet the churches in mission team
Shari Oosting, Churches in Mission Director                                                
Hannah Stevens, Churches in Mission Associate Director  

By Shari Oosting and Hannah Stevens                                        
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Read more about the                                                Vita Scholars 
Program on pages 3 and 4.

WELCOME TO WTS!
Western Theological Seminary welcomed
five new faculty and staff members this fall:

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF STUDENT LIFE
Kate Bareman

SALES ASSOCIATE AT THE BRIDGE
Emily Burchnell

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF THE 
EUGENE PETERSON CENTER 
FOR CHRISTIAN IMAGINATION
Rev. Sam Gutierrez

ASSISTANT MANAGER AT THE BRIDGE
Amy Kornelis

DIRECTOR OF THE VITA SCHOLARS PROGRAM
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF THEOLOGY
Dr. Keith Starkenburg
Read more about the Vita Scholars Program 
on pages 3 and 4

FALL AT 
WESTERN

“Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart 

and lean not on 
your own understanding; 

in all your ways, 
submit to him, 

and he will make your  
paths straight.”

PROVERBS 3:5-6
WTS VERSE OF THE YEAR
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SEMESTER HIGHLIGHTS
The 2022-2023 academic year at Muskegon 
Correctional Facility is underway. The new term 
began with an academic convocation attended 
by the students in the HWPEP’s first two cohorts, 
Michigan Department of  Corrections officials, 
Hope College and Western Theological Seminary 
faculty, college and seminary leaders, donors, 
and guests. Dr. David Stubbs’ keynote address 
encouraged the students to “stay on mission” as he 
highlighted the central components of  a Christian 
liberal arts college education.

2 3 7

Words of  Hope and WTS have partnered to 
offer seminary classes to Iranian church leaders. 
Persian discipleship classes through WOH give 
Iranian believers a safe space to grow in their 
faith alongside other Christians. While churches 
are closed inside of  Iran, many house churches 
continue to gather. Until now, Words of  Hope’s  
in-person conferences, held at a safe location 
outside the country, were one of  the only times 
that Persian Christians could deepen their 
knowledge of  the Bible.

The Words of  Hope team has worked to translate 
a lecture course taught by WTS’ Dr. 
Han-luen Kantzer Komline into the Farsi 
language. Transcripts of  the original lectures 
are translated and then recorded as videos by 
Words of  Hope. One of  the books assigned in the 
original class is also being translated into Farsi to 
accompany the video and audio recordings.

The fall Abbey Retreat took place 
on October 17-18 at WTS. This 
event joins students together for 
a time of  intentional reflection, 
spiritual practices, and vocational 
discernment. 

5 6

It has been a busy year for the Center for Disability 
and Ministry. The CDM began a partnership 
with Koinonia Inclusion Network, a parachurch 
organization in Singapore, partnering with 
churches to enable them to include people with 
disabilities. This partnership will allow students 
from Singapore who have completed KIN’s 
Certificate of  Christian Disability Ministry to 
matriculate into WTS’s Graduate Certificate or 
MA in Disability and Ministry.

Additionally, the first book in the joint series 
between InterVarsity Press Academic and the 
CDM is in the final editing stages. Disabling 
Leadership: A Practical Theology of  the Body of  Christ, 
authored by three theologians with disabilities 
and practitioners, offers practical suggestions 
for making worship, preaching, and Christian 
education more inclusive. 

This July, the CDM celebrated its inaugural event. 
The key conversation, Healing and Wholeness 
in the Bible and in Our Church, was led by Dr. 
Bethany McKinney (author of  Disability and the 
Way of  Jesus, InterVarsity Press) and our own Dr. L.S. 
Carlos Thompson, Assistant Professor of  Church 
and Community and Director of  the Friendship 
House.

New student orientation was 
held at on August 26. WTS 
is celebrating another record 
enrollment with 433 on-campus 
and online students. 

NEWS TO CONNECT

1 3

7

5 6

4

The annual Osterhaven Lecture in early November 
featured Rev. Dr. Marianne Meye Thompson. This 
series of  three lectures used the words and actions 
of  Jesus to come to a deeper understanding of  the 
“God of  the Gospels,” the God whom Jesus trusted 
completely. Organized around the first three petitions 
of  the Lord’s Prayer, the lectures touch upon the 
Old Testament Scriptures,  Jesus’ teaching in the 
Gospels, key elements of  Jesus’ ministry, and relevant 
theological issues. Together, these lectures convey 
that the God whom Jesus trusted and whom he called 
his disciples to love and trust was compassionate and 
faithful, merciful and just, and at work through Jesus’ 
ministry with the transforming power of  holiness.

8

8

You can view the lectures and responses at wtsem.info/OL22
Watch a recording of the event at wtsem.info/cdm

Want to worship with us online or watch past 
chapel services? WTS is now livestreaming chapel 
every Friday. And as always, you are welcome to 
attend chapel on campus every Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday at 9:55 AM when school is in 
session. Please join us!

4

You may participate online by visiting wtsem.info/live

This fall, the Justice and Reconciliation cohort 
welcomed five new members and two new leaders, 
Dr. Alberto La Rosa Rojas, Assistant Professor 
of  Theology and Ethics, and Kate Bareman, 
Associate Director of  Student Life. During the 
week of  intensives, the cohort partnered with 
HWPEP to present a chapel service featuring 
stories of  the students and program.

2

To watch the recording, visit wtsem.info/chapel1020

To learn more about the Hope-Western Prison 
Education Program, visit wtsem.info/hwpep
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ANNUAL REPORT  
2021-2022
July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022

Dear Friends,
As you are reading in this edition of The Commons, God continues to 
bless Western Theological Seminary. We’ve emerged from the last 
couple of years even stronger than we were before. All praise 
be to God!

Last year’s seminary theme verse was Psalm 127:1, “Unless 
the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.” 
We are called to work, but unless God is behind it, it will all 
be vanity. In fact, if God is not in it, we want no part of it. 

Western is committed to forming leaders who embody and 
proclaim the historic Christian faith with discernment, humility, and 
conviction. Our communities need church leaders who carefully consider 
the many ways contemporary culture challenges our faith, as well as the particular 
needs of the congregations they serve. Pastors are called to model humility with 
an eagerness to learn from the wisdom of Christians around the world and our rich 
theological history. We yearn for leaders who join Paul, declaring in Romans 1:16-17, 
“I am not ashamed of the Gospel for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes.” Christ is Lord over all. When we surrender everything to Jesus, our peace, 
fulfillment, and purpose grows. This is good news for all the world!

I hope you are encouraged by this annual report. Every dollar given, enrollment 
statistic, and program description points to a changed life that you helped foster. 
Thank you for being a part of our mission.

Yours in Christ,

ANDY BAST
Director of Development
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LONG-TERM INVESTMENTS

TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE BY MAJOR SOURCE

EXPENSES

2017      

A combination of endowments and other long-term investments

Tuition and Fees                                                  

Contributions                                                       

Grants Received

Gifts to the Endowment

RCA Assessments

Educational Services                    

Management & General       

Student Services

Auxiliary Enterprises

Fundraising

Investment Support         

       Operating Revenue and Support      $9,983,679                 100%

$5,479,744

$2,562,226

$809,516

$641,041

$908,082

$10,400,609

52.7%

24.6%

7.8%

6.2%

8.7%

100%

$2,170,503

$2,635,660

$1,613,762

$1,010,684 

$121,052

$1,435,052        

21.7%

26.4%

16.2%

10.1%

1.2%

14.4% 

183
TOTAL STUDENTS WHO

RECEIVED SCHOLARSHIPS

386
TOTAL STUDENT BODY

FALL 2021

LAST FISCAL YEAR’S STUDENT COUNT 

118 MASTER OF DIVINITY (26 GRADUATED)

34 MASTER OF ARTS (24 GRADUATED)

87 DOCTOR OF MINISTRY (37 GRADUATED)

110 GRADUATE CERTIFICATES (14 GRADUATED)

7 TH.M. STUDENTS

30 NON-DEGREE STUDENTS

SEMINARY FUND GIVING
Operation gifts from alumni, churches, corporations, foundations, and individuals

2018      2019      2020     2021     2022     

$4
1,

19
6,

06
2

Other          

Auxiliary Enterprises         $954,780 9.6%

$42,186 0.4%
$4

1,
27

7,
39

5

$4
0,

90
2,

57
3

$4
0,

61
4,

28
2

$4
6,

50
2,

42
2

$4
1,

03
0,

27
5

$642,743
TOTAL AMOUNT OF 

STUDENT FINANCIAL AID

$1,527,760
TUITION PAID 
BY STUDENTS

$2
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00
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00
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67
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00
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ON BEHALF OF THE STUDENTS YOU SUPPORTED IN 2021-2022,

DRAYTON REFORMED CHURCH  
Drayton, Ontario 

NEW HOPE REFORMED CHURCH  
Mississauga, Ontario

ADDISVILLE REFORMED CHURCH  
Richboro, PA

ZION REFORMED CHURCH 
Amherst, SD

CHANCELLOR REFORMED CHURCH
Chancellor, SD

SECOND REFORMED CHURCH
Lennox, SD

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH 
Platte, SD

ST. THOMAS REFORMED CHURCH
St Thomas, VI

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
Lynden, WA

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
Baldwin, WI

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
Oostburg, WI

BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH
Sheboygan, WI

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
Waupun, WI
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Bentonville, AR

CHRISTIAN CHURCH DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 
Fullerton, CA

EMMANUEL REFORMED CHURCH
Paramount, CA

CASA DE ORACION IGLESIA CRISTIANA 
San Diego, CA

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
San Pedro, CA

SUNRISE COMMUNITY CHURCH
Tulare, CA

TULARE COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Tulare, CA

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF 
BONITA SPRINGS 
Bonita Springs, FL

CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY INC. 
Kissimmee, FL

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Naples, FL

ADVENTURE LIFE REFORMED CHURCH 
Altoona, IA

IMMANUEL REFORMED CHURCH
Belmond, IA

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
Buffalo Center, IA

CHRIST’S FAMILY CHURCH
Davenport, IA

UNION PARK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Des Moines, IA

HOPE REFORMED CHURCH
Georgia, IA

AMERICAN REFORMED CHURCH 
Hull, IA

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH 
Hull, IA

MEREDITH DRIVE REFORMED CHURCH
Johnston, IA

BETHEL REFORMED CHURCH
Lester, IA

MAURICE REFORMED CHURCH
Maurice, IA

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
Melvin, IA

AMERICAN REFORMED CHURCH
Orange City, IA

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
Orange City, IA

FREE GRACE REFORMED CHURCH
Orange City, IA

TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH
Orange City, IA

OTLEY REFORMED CHURCH 
Otley, IA

HEARTLAND REFORMED CHURCH 
Pella, IA 

SECOND REFORMED CHURCH 
Pella, IA 

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH 
Rock Rapids, IA

CARMEL REFORMED CHURCH
Rock Valley, IA

ZION REFORMED CHURCH
Sheffield, IA

CENTRAL REFORMED CHURCH
Sioux Center, IA

WESTVIEW CHURCH 
Waukee, IA

TWIN FALLS REFORMED CHURCH 
Twin Falls, ID 

CROSSVIEW CHURCH 
Fulton, IL

ELIM REFORMED CHURCH 
Kings, IL

BETHEL CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH 
Lansing, IL

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
Morrison, IL

CALVARY REFORMED CHURCH 
Orlando Park, IL

RARITAN REFORMED CHURCH
Raritan, IL

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH 
OF WICHERT
Saint Anne, IL

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
South Holland, IL

BETHEL REFORMED CHURCH
Sterling, IL

FAITH CHRISTIAN 
REFORMED CHURCH
Tinley Park, IL

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Western Springs, IL

FAITH CHURCH
Dyer, IN

CROSSROADS REFORMED CHURCH
Overland Park, KS

PRAIRIE VIEW REFORMED CHURCH
Prairie View, KS

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Winchester, KY

COMMUNITY REFORMED CHURCH
Charlevoix, MI

KOREAN NEW LIFE CHURCH 
Commerce Township, MI

MICHIGAN CONFERENCE OF 
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
East Lansing, MI
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Grand Haven, MI

SECOND REFORMED CHURCH
Grand Haven, MI

FIFTH REFORMED CHURCH
Grand Rapids, MI

RICHMOND REFORMED CHURCH
Grand Rapids, MI

THIRD REFORMED CHURCH
Grand Rapids, MI

THORNAPPLE COMMUNITY CHURCH
Grand Rapids, MI

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
Grandville, MI

MARS HILL BIBLE CHURCH
Grandville, MI

HAMILTON REFORMED CHURCH
Hamilton, MI

CHRIST MEMORIAL 
REFORMED CHURCH 
Holland, MI

FELLOWSHIP REFORMED CHURCH 
Holland, MI

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
Holland, MI

HOPE CHURCH
Holland, MI

NORTH HOLLAND 
REFORMED CHURCH
Holland, MI

PILLAR CHURCH
Holland, MI

ROSE PARK REFORMED CHURCH
Holland, MI

THIRD REFORMED CHURCH
Holland, MI

HARBOR CHURCHES
Hudsonville, MI

ROSEWOOD REFORMED CHURCH
Jenison, MI

BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH
Kalamazoo, MI

HAVEN REFORMED CHURCH 
Kalamazoo, MI

HOPE REFORMED CHURCH
Kalamazoo, MI

NORTH PARK REFORMED CHURCH
Kalamazoo, MI

CALVIN CHRISTIAN REFORMED 
CHURCH OF MUSKEGON
Muskegon, MI

HOPE REFORMED CHURCH
Muskegon, MI

FAMILY OF GOD COMMUNITY CHURCH
Newaygo, MI

UNITY REFORMED CHURCH
Norton Shores, MI

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF PETOSKEY
Petoskey, MI

CONVERGE COMMUNITY
Portage, MI

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
Zeeland, MI

SECOND REFORMED CHURCH
Zeeland, MI

VRIESLAND REFORMED CHURCH
Zeeland, MI

ROSELAND REFORMED CHURCH
Blomkest, MN

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
Edgerton, MN

HOLLANDALE REFORMED CHURCH
Hollandale, MN

BETHEL REFORMED CHURCH
Leota, MN

AMERICAN REFORMED CHURCH
Luverne, MN

AMERICAN REFORMED CHURCH
Worthington, MN

ST. MARK’S CHURCH
Burlington, NC

PELLA REFORMED CHURCH
Adams, NE

WESTWOOD COMMUNITY CHURCH
Omaha, NE

FAIR LAWN COMMUNITY CHURCH
Fair Lawn, NJ

COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
HARRINGTON PARK
Harrington Park, NJ

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH 
Hasbrouck Heights, NJ

GROVE REFORMED CHURCH
North Bergen, NJ

UPPER RIDGEWOOD 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Ridgewood, NJ

MIDDLEBUSH REFORMED CHURCH
Somerset, NJ

PEQUANNOCK REFORMED CHURCH
Wayne, NJ

PREAKNESS REFORMED CHURCH
Wayne, NJ

WYCKOFF REFORMED CHURCH
Wyckoff, NJ

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH
Athens, NY

BRONXVILLE REFORMED CHURCH
Bronxville, NY

FLATLANDS REFORMED CHURCH
Brooklyn, NY

REFORMED CHURCH OF 
CANAJOHARIE
Canajoharie, NY

ABBE REFORMED CHURCH
Clymer, NY

UNIONVILLE REFORMED CHURCH
Delmar, NY

ONESQUETHAW REFORMED CHURCH
Feura Bush, NY

CHURCH ON THE HILL
Flushing, NY

HOPEWELL REFORMED CHURCH
Hopewell Junction, NY

JOHNSTOWN REFORMED CHURCH
Johnston, NY

CHURCH OF THE COMFORTER
Kingston, NY

PITCHER HILL COMMUNITY CHURCH
North Syracuse, NY

LISHA’S KILL REFORMED CHURCH
Schenectady, NY

FAITH REFORMED CHURCH
Slate Hill, NY

LONG ISLAND TAIWANESE CHURCH
Williston Park, NY

NEW HOPE REFORMED CHURCH
Powell, OH

Thank you to all the churches who 
participated in Connection Week 2022! 

“THANK YOU!” TO THE FOLLOWING CHURCHES:
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ALUMLINE NEWS

Missy Dokter ‘22 was ordained on Oct. 16 at     
Free-Grace Reformed Church in Middleburg, IA. 

Matt Waterstone ‘08 (M.Div) & ‘15 (D.Min) is senior 
minister at the Reformed Church of  Bronxville, NY, 
where a community conversation on the crisis of  gun 
violence was held in September. US Representative 
Jamaal Bowman, Mt. Vernon Mayor Shawyn 
Patterson-Howard, Sgt. Nicholas DeYoung of  the 
Bronxville Police Department, and Clinic Director 
Sonya Gaffney at Family Services of  Westchester all 
participated in a panel with audience discussion. 

Annabell Ramkelawan ‘12 from Trinidad received 
a D.Min. from Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary in May of  2022. Her thesis title was 
“Sacramental Mystery or Sacramental Magic.”

Thomas Eggebeen ‘69 became interim minister of  
Westminster Presbyterian Church of  Pasadena, CA 
in April of  2022. Tom and his wife, Donna, live in 
Monte Vista Grove Homes, a Presbyterian retirement 
community in Pasadena. With gratitude for the 
foundational education he received at WTS, he sends 
his greetings to all the new graduates as they secure the 
wellbeing of  the church for the 21st century.

Winfred Burns II ‘20 became the lead pastor of  Maple 
Avenue Ministries in Holland, MI.

Matt Floding ‘96 published a fourth book, 
Explore: Vocational Discovery in Ministry 
which is now available. Matt is a 
contributor and co-editor with Kristina 
Lizard-Hajbi. The book includes chapters 
from a number of  WTS alumni: Keith 
Starkenburg ‘02, Trygve Johnson ‘99, Wesley Granberg-
Michaelson ‘84, and Michael Bos ‘90.

Other vocational pathways included in the book 
are chaplaincy, non-profit leadership, spiritual 
entrepreneurship, new church development, and bi-
vocational ministry. Matt shares that it was a joy to 
reflect on his own call and vocational pathway when 
writing “A Community Said, ‘Yes’” where he connects 
the inward and outward dimensions of  call.

ALUMLINE NEWS

Nathan Longfield ‘19 was ordained as Minister of  
Word and Sacrament in July at North Holland 
Reformed Church in Holland, MI.

Emily Holehan ‘17 became Pastor of  Connection 
at Calvary on 8th in Holland, MI. This fall, she is      
co-teaching Hebrew at WTS with faculty member 
Dr. Travis West ‘08.

Charles Johnson ‘57 and his wife, Donna, 
are enjoying retirement, but are “a 
Reformed theology island in a sea of  
Methodists” in Williamsport, PA. Chuck 
recently published a book entitled Another 
Watchman which is available on Amazon.

Rachel Klompmaker ‘20 moved to Indianapolis in 
August where she now serves as a Lake Fellow in 
Parish Ministry at Second Presbyterian Church.

Heather Kramer ‘20 recently became the first female 
Minister of  Word and Sacrament at Bellevue 
Reformed Church in Schenectady, NY.

Luke Harkema ‘22 moved to New Jersey to serve 
Stanton Reformed Church as their pastor. This 
summer, he joined Gene ‘21 and Marcy (Rudins ‘17) 
Ryan for a Mets game and an introduction to the   
East Coast.

Victor Folkert ‘79  is retired and living with 
his wife, Nancy, in Conroe, TX. Wipf  
and Stock has published his newest 
book, God through Cosmic Lenses: Quantum 
Mystery and Infinite Personality. He credits 
the endorsement of  WTS emeritus professor 
Christopher Kaiser for giving the book credibility.

Anna Erickson ‘22 was ordained in June and has 
accepted a call to Pillar Church in Holland, MI, as 
Warehouse Campus Pastor.

Jordan Starkenburg ‘21 was ordained this past June 
at Calvary on 8th in Holland, MI.

Chris Godfredsen ‘20 was ordained in September 
in Sioux Center, IA, and is currently serving 
Centerpoint Church, a multi-site ministry in 
northwest Iowa, as the Sioux Center campus pastor.

Kim Pavlovich ‘22 was ordained in August of  2022.

James Ellis ‘20 has a new book, An 
Inward-Outward Witness: Suffering’s 
Role in Forming Faithful Preachers, that 
was recently released. James has 
based this book on autoethnographic 
research from his D.Min. project and 
posits that preachers must be able to come face to 
face with their own suffering and, with God’s help, 
see their way to the other side.

Rode Molla ‘15 has been appointed assistant 
professor and Berryman Family Chair in 
Spirituality and Nurture at Virginia Theological 
Seminary. In May 2022, she earned her Ph.D. 
at Iliff and the University of  Denver, where she 
developed a new pastoral care model focusing 
on creating in-between spaces and intercultural 
consciousness in the context of  neoliberalism. Rode 
is a member of  the ELCA and is in the process of  
ordination.

Katherine Hatting ‘22 has accepted a call to be the 
associate pastor at First Presbyterian Church of  
Wheaton, IL. Her family is packed and moved; 
her service began in late October.

Dr. Aaron Kuecker ‘04 has been announced as the 
interim president of  Trinity Christian College in 
Palos Heights, IL. Before assuming the presidency, 
he had served as provost since July 2016. From 
2008-2013, Aaron was associate professor of  
theology and director of  education at Trinity. In 
the intervening years, he served at LeTourneau 
University in Longview, TX, most recently as dean 
of  the School of  Theology & Vocation, and also as 
professor of  theology and director of  the Honors 
College.

Becky Renner Anderson (WTS Trustee) has been 
honored as one of  America’s Top Women Wealth 
Advisors for 2022 by Forbes and SHOOK 
Research. A financial advisor with Edward Jones, 
she ranked seventh among Top Women Wealth 
Advisors Best in State in Michigan. To compile 
the national 2022 list of  1,377 women, SHOOK 
Research analysts conducted more than 16,000 
interviews with nominees. Criteria included 
client service, compliance records, community 
involvement, the investment process, assets under 
care, and tenure in the industry.

Aaron VanDerVeen’08 and JB 
Wernlund ‘10 at Harderwyk 
Ministries Fall Kickoff Carnival in 
Holland, MI.
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ON TO GLORY

ON TO GLORY

Irven Jungling ‘58
b. Feb. 22, 1933 in Grundy County, IA                                                          
d. Jun 14, 2022 in Zeeland, MI                                                                                           
Central ‘55; WTS ‘58                                                              
Service: (1958-61) Baileyville, IL; (1961-68) Grace Ref., 
Waterloo, IA; (1968-81) Community Ref., Zeeland, MI; 
(1981-95) First Ref., Waupun, WI; (in ret.) Community Ref., 
Zeeland, MI

Donald DeYoung ‘55
b. Nov. 14, 1930 in Grand Rapids, MI
d. Mar 30, 2022 in Kalamazoo, MI 
Hope ‘52; WTS ‘55. Honorary doctorate, Hope ‘71 
Service: (1955-57) East Harlem Prot. Parish, NYC; 
(1957-75) Elmendorf  Ref., NYC; (1976-86) Second 
Ref., Kalamazoo, MI; (1986-95 ret.) Twin Lakes Ref., 
Kalamazoo, MI

Robert Dykstra ‘57
b. Jan. 8, 1932 in Midland Park, NJ 
d. Apr. 11, 2022 in Whiting, NJ
Montclair State Univ. ‘54; WTS ‘57; Univ KY ‘68 
Service: (1957-62) Florida Reformed, Minaville, NY; (1962-
67) Sinking Valley Ref., Hisel, KY; (1968-90) First Reformed, 
Saddle Brook, NJ; (1990-97 ret.) Community Reformed, 
Whiting, NJ

Cecil Martens ‘54
b. Apr 20, 1928 in Larchwood, IA
d. Jun 25, 2022 in Jenison, MI
Central ‘51; WTS ‘54 & ‘73; DMin Fuller ‘85
Service (1954-60) First Ref., Lodi, NJ; (1960-81) Haven 
Ref., Kalamazoo, MI; (1981-88) First Ref., Orange City, 
IA; (1988-93) Fair Haven Ref., Jenison, MI; (1993-96) 
El Dorado Park Community, Long Beach, CA; (1997) 
English Fellowship, Quito, Ecuador; (1997-99 ret.) 
Woodhaven Reformed, Byron Center, MI

Cornie Keunen ‘55
b. Jul. 23, 1931 in Ireton, IA
d. Mar. 30, 2022 in Orange City, IA 
Central ‘52; WTS ‘55 
Service: (1955-59) Glen Lake Community, Cedar, 
MI; (1959-62) First Ref., Sibley, IA; (1962-68) Tinley 
Park Ref., Tinley Park, IL; (1969-77) Riverside Ref., 
Bloomington, MN; (1977-85) Alto Ref., Waupun, WI; 
(1985-91) Laketon-Bethel, Muskegon, MI; (1991-95 
ret.) New Life Community, Wendell, ID

James E. Rozendaal ‘59
b. Oct. 13, 1934 in Watertown, SD
d. Jan. 24, 2022 in Independence, IA 
Central ‘56; NBTS ‘58; WTS ‘59
Service: (1959-65) Silver Creek Community, Maple Lake, 
MN; (1965-69) Bethany, Belmond, IA; (1969-80) First Ref., 
Aplington, IA; (1980-99) United Methodist, Farmington, IA

Aaron Koskamp ‘54
b. Sept. 19, 1927 in Sheboygan Falls, WI
d. July 24, 2022 in Pella, IA
Central ‘51; WTS ‘54
Service: (1954-57) Dover Church, Wimbledon, ND; 
(1957-65) Valley Springs Reformed, Valley Springs, 
SD; (1965-92) various Presbyterian churches in IA, NE, 
MN and IA

James L. Moore ‘71
b. Apr. 15, 1940 in Wayland, IA
d. Aug. 20, 2022 in Colorado Springs, CO
Univ. of  Iowa ‘69; WTS ‘72 
Service: (1972-94) Christ Community Church, Battle Creek, 
MI; (1994-2001) Ferris Jogakuin, Yokohama, Japan; (2001-
2012) relief  pastor, Colorado Springs, CO

Gary Looman ‘63
b. Feb. 27, 1938 in Zeeland, MI
d. Aug. 5, 2022 in Webster Groves, MO
Hope ‘60; WTS ‘63; Princeton ‘65
Service: (1963-65) Metuchen Reformed, (1965-2003); various 
Presbyterian churches Albuquerque, NM, West Allis, WI       
and Belleville, IL

Patricia Irwin ‘22
b. Oct 11, 1954
d. Jul 24, 2022 in Altamont, NY 
College of  St. Rose ‘76; WTS ‘22
Service: Onesquethaw Ref., 
Feura Bush, NY

Pat worked for General Electric as a chemist for 38 
years and was awarded 38 patents for her innovations. 
Traveling to India, Japan, Mexico and Europe, she 
worked on projects for the space shuttle program and 
with the US military. Pat was first diagnosed with 
cancer in 2009 and promised God that if  He took 
the cancer away, she would devote her life to ministry. 
In 2017 she started her path at seminary. Her family 
shares that watching Pat’s analytical mind become 
cohesively connected to feelings, emotions, and 
pastoral care was a unique gift. She found her second 
family in 2019 when asked to become a student pastor 
at Onesquethaw Reformed Church in Feura Bush, NY.

Pat gravitated to helping the elderly and terminally ill, 
which sadly prepared her to deal with the return of  
her own terminal cancer diagnosis. Her WTS cohort 
became her third family. When she knew she was 
dying, her regret was that she wanted to see her cohort 
grow and flourish. She wished that she had known this 
group much longer, as they were her people.

Eugene P. Heideman ‘54 
b. June 30, 1929 in Sheboygan County, WI
d. May 15, 2022 in Holland, MI                                                             
Central ‘51; WTS ‘54; Utrecht ‘59                                                                     
Service: (1957-60) First Reformed, 
Edmonton, Alta, Canada; (1960-70) 
missionary in India; (1970-76) chaplain & professor, 
Central College; (1976-82) professor, WTS; (1982-ret.) 
Denominational Staff, RCA

A leading theological voice in the Reformed Church in 
America, Gene was raised in Wisconsin and held degrees 
from Central College, Western Theological Seminary, 
and the National University of  Utrecht, where he studied 
with A.A. van Ruler. In a unique career, Gene served as 
a pastor in Edmonton, Alberta, a missionary in India, 
a professor and chaplain at Central College, academic 
dean and professor at Western Theological Seminary, 
and a denominational executive with the RCA.

Gene was a perceptive theological thinker who 
influenced the Reformed Church in America and the 
Reformed tradition for more than six decades. Along the 
way, he wrote a number of  books and taught courses on 
anything that interested him, including baseball, lives of  
presidents, and caregiving. His last book was published 
in his 89th year. Gene loved a good game of  Rook or 
Hearts, fellowship with his friends, an esoteric book, 
and spending time with his children and grandchildren. 
He spent his last years on studies of  the endlessly 
confounding Canons of  Dort.

*Excerpt taken from A Quiet Influence: Remembering Eugene 
Heideman written by Kent Fry in the Reformed Journal.  
The article can be found by visiting reformedjournal.
com/a-quiet-influence-remembering-eugene-heideman/

Harold “Hank” Lay ‘71
WTS has sadly learned of  the passing of  Rev. Lay and 
Rev. Huizinga. As more information becomes available, 
it will be published in a future issue of  The Commons.

Richard J. Huizinga ‘63
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