
The
COMMONS
SUMMER 2022 A PUBLICATION OF WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY



In this issue...

3

VOLUME 25, NO. 1

The Commons is published twice 
a year for alumni/ae and friends 
of Western Theological Seminary, 
101 E 13th Street, Holland, MI 
49423. Reproduction in whole or 
in part by permission only. 

Have a question or idea for a 
future article or story? Contact us 
at info@westernsem.edu.

The Commons Editorial Board     
Anne Chanski, Sydney Huizenga, 
Andy Bast, Felix Theonugraha, 
Lindsay Porter, David A. Escobar 
Arcay, Winn Collier, Maddie 
Vonk, Annie Valkema

Special thanks to...         
Rayetta Perez, David Komline, 
Katlyn DeVries, Tamara Buikema, 
Kathy Ehmann, Carol Ann Bailey, 
Annie Valkema

146th Graduation Ceremony
Western Theological Seminary graduated one of its largest 
classes in history, along with several other milestones

12
2022 Distinguished Alumni
Wesley Granberg-Michaelson is the 2022 distinguished 
alumni award recipient

15
Norman Donkersloot Retires from WTS
After 35 years of faithful service, Norman Donkersloot retired 
from his role as vice president of finance

19
New Master of Arts Degrees
WTS prepares to launch four new Master of Arts degrees 
designed to form women and men for faithful ministry 

20
Rediscovering the Orality of the Bible
Jeff Barker and Karen Bohm Barker, co-leaders of Performing 
the Bible: Exploring the Performance Genres of Scripture, 
share details about their new doctor of ministry cohort

21
Inaugural Founders’ Day Lecture
Dr. David Komline shares an excerpt from his inaugural 
Founders’ Day lecture

23
G.W. and Edna Haworth Chair Installation
On April 11, 2022, Dr. Kristen Deede Johnson was installed 
as the G.W. and Edna Haworth Chair of Educational 
Ministries and Leadership

31
Semester Highlights
Special events and highlights that took place over the   
spring semester

33
Alumline News
Updates on WTS graduates, as well as a highlight of a recent 
virtual alumni reunion

37
On to Glory
Remembering and honoring those from the WTS community 
who have recently passed on to glory

Stay Connected!

@westernsem
@westerntheologicalseminary

1



Dear Friends,
Every year, Western Theological Seminary has the privilege of welcoming 
students from all around the world to our Master of Theology program. 
Some of these students are ministry leaders and accomplished pastors 
in their home countries. They come to Western so that they can be 
better equipped for ministry.

This year, we have two students from Myanmar, Sam and Tom 
(pseudonyms to protect identity). Myanmar is currently going through 
a civil war after the military took over the government in 2020 when their 
presidential candidate lost the election. As a result, Sam, Tom, and many 
others in Myanmar are undergoing persecution on both ethnic and religious 
grounds. The military is primarily Buddhist. Sam and Tom belong to ethnic groups that are primarily 
Christian.          

This is not the first time that Sam has experienced persecution. Sam grew up in refugee camps 
during the unrest of Myanmar in the 1980s and shared stories of digging out caves as a child so that 
he and his family could have shelter at night while they slept.

Tom, who left behind a wife and a daughter, thought that it would simply be a one-year separation. 
In December he was told that it would not be safe for him to come home. The military control has 
gotten more stringent. He would be carefully watched. He might even be arrested.

Yet when I met with them earlier this semester, both Sam and Tom shared how grateful they were for 
Western Theological Seminary. They shared about the warm embrace of the community and how 
they have been welcomed and accepted. “We miss our family,” Sam said, “but because of Western, 
we do not feel homesick.”

Tom serves at a seminary in Myanmar. Many of their faculty members do not have advanced 
theological degrees. With his president’s permission, he asked whether it would be acceptable to 
Western for his seminary to send other faculty members, one by one, to study here so that they can 
be better equipped as teachers and professors. I gladly said yes.

Friends, Western Theological Seminary is on a mission to form women and men for faithful Christian 
ministry and participation in the Triune God’s ongoing redemptive work in the world. Current events 
continue to remind us that our world needs to hear the good news of the gospel now more than 
ever. Thank you for your prayers and support as we seek to be faithful to our calling.

DR. FELIX THEONUGRAHA
President
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146TH 
COMMENCEMENT 
CEREMONY

Kristin Kobes Du Mez speaking at the ceremony.Benjamin Felix and Gabriel Elias Vidal pose for a photo.

Graduates join in song during the ceremony.
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146TH 
COMMENCEMENT 
CEREMONY

The class of  2022 celebrated commencement on 
Saturday, April 30. The ceremony returned to 
Dimnent Memorial Chapel on the campus of  Hope 
College for the first time since the pandemic began 
two years ago. 

Western Theological Seminary graduated one of  
the largest classes in its history, with graduates from 
countries such as Myanmar, Taiwan, Brazil, Cuba, 
the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Zimbabwe, 
Ethiopia, and the United States. The class of  2022 
was awarded 37 Doctor of  Ministry degrees, 26 
Master of  Divinity degrees, 30 Master of  Arts 
degrees, six Master of  Theology degrees and 18 
Graduate Certificates. 

This commencement marked several major 
milestones for WTS, including the first cohort of  
Spanish language Master of  Arts graduates, and the 
first cohorts of  Spanish and Portuguese Doctor of  
Ministry Program graduates.

Kristin Kobes Du Mez speaking at the ceremony.

2022 COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
KRISTIN KOBES DU MEZ
Dr. Kristin Kobes Du Mez was chosen by the class 
of  2022 as their commencement speaker. Du Mez 
is the author of  The New York Times bestseller Jesus 
and John Wayne. As an author, speaker and scholar, 
Du Mez explores the intersection of  religion, gender 
and politics in recent American history. She teaches 
at Calvin University and lives in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan.

“Rather than finding hope in history, I 
think hope may instead be the virtue that           
compels us to make history. We can explore 
the darkest corners of  the past only because 
of  our hope in Christ.”

KRISTIN KOBES DU MEZ
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
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COMMENCEMENT

The class of  2022 included the first 
graduates from programs offered 
in Spanish and Portuguese. Meet 
the students who traveled from the              
Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, and 
Brazil to celebrate commencement.

In a partnership with ECHAM Theological University, 
a local educational institution based in Puerto Rico, 
17 students completed the Master of  Arts program. 
This program was taught fully in Spanish by Dr. David 
Escobar Arcay, Director of  the Hispanic Ministry 
Program and Associate Professor of  Theology at Western 
Theological Seminary, along with several adjunct 
instructors. ECHAM students live in Puerto Rico and are 
fully committed to the proclamation of  the message of  
the cross in their respective churches and communities. 
ECHAM students are passionate, active and life-long 
learners as well as leaders and stewards of  the riches of  
the gospel. They are especially attentive to the needs 
and issues facing their communities. This group plans 
to continue their education with Western Theological 
Seminary in a Doctor of  Ministry program launching in 
February 2023. 

PUERTO RICAN COHORT

Led by Dr. Alvin Padilla, this Doctor of  Ministry program 
was in partnership with The Church of  God of  Prophecy. 
The cohort launched in 2019 and met in Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic. Students received instruction 
in Spanish from WTS faculty and adjuncts and their 
program focused on practical ministry in the Latin 
American context.

Reverend Javier Hilarion Paton, a faithful student of  
the cohort, passed away in 2021 due to COVID-19. He 
was granted an honorary Doctor of  Ministry degree 
and honored during commencement with a moment of  
silence. 

PASTORAL LEADERSHIP IN LATIN AMERICAN
CULTURAL CONTEXTS
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BRAZILIAN COHORT

This domestic cohort focused on leading ministry 
organizations as an act of  participation with God’s 
mission. Students worked to grow their understanding 
of  the broader contexts and organizational cultures of  
ministry and lead the church toward God’s redemptive 
horizon. Led by Dr. Kyle Small, this program launched 
in May 2019. 

Led by Dr. Mário Da Silva and in partnership with UniFil, 
a university in Londrina, the Doctor of  Ministry program 
in Brazil was launched in November 2017. This program 
was taught in Portuguese, Spanish, and English with 
translation to Portuguese. Multiple WTS faculty members 
and adjunct professors traveled to Londrina to teach the 
cohort over the last few years. The focus of  this program 
was the nature and dynamics of  church leadership in a 
Brazilian context. The primary goal was to provide men 
and women with new insight and competencies that will 
empower them to lead congregations into vibrant and 
fruitful ministries in the 21st century.

LEADING WITH GOD AHEAD OF US:
THE CHURCH IN MISSION

Learn More Online
To learn more about our Doctor of Ministry program,              
visit: wtsem.info/doctorofministry
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CLASS OF 2022

Eddie E. Cruz
M.A.

Jenniffer Ivelisse 
Cruz Hernández

M.A.

Jefferson Emerick 
de Freitas

D.Min.

Nigusse Denano 
Erkeno
Th.M.

Vincent Tanner 
Derr

M.Div.

Henrique Silva de 
Souza
D.Min.

Pedro F. Agudelo
D.Min.

Rafael Alvino Vargas
D.Min.

Denise Martins 
Americo de Souza

D.Min.

Andrew Anderson
MSW, M.Div.

João Pereira da 
Silva Queiroz

M.A.

Rachael Austin
M.Div., GCDM

Miriam A. 
Ippel Barnes

D.Min.

António Bento
D.Min.

Rus Daniel Blondin
M.Div.

Keity Cassiana 
Seco Bruning

D.Min.

Nivaldo Caldeira
D.Min.

Menisse García 
Fragosa

M.A.

COMMENCEMENT

Sergio Maria Cedeño
D.Min.

Sonrisa Cortes
MSW, M.Div.

Miranda Craig
M.Div.

Shadira Cardenas
GCPM

Oscar Joel 
Contreras Rojas

D.Min.

Ada N. Collazo 
Gotay
M.A.

Zaqueu Gomes 
de Carvalho

D.Min.
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Lisander Esquilín 
Pastrana

M.A.

Missy Marie 
Dokter
M.Div.

James M. Donahue
M.Div.

Anna Grace 
Erickson
M.Div.

Benjamin Feliz
D.Min.

Katharine Anne 
Flood 
M.Div.

Miriam A. 
Ippel Barnes

D.Min.

Menisse García 
Fragosa

M.A.

Gianni Gracia
D.Min.

Amelia Dawn Green
M.A., GCDM

Luke Stephen 
Harkema

M.Div.

Katherine June 
Hatting
M.Div.

Leslie S. González
M.A.

Jared Heddens
GCPM

Patricia Irwin
M.Div, GCDM

Luis Jaramillo
GCPM

Christi Sprague 
Kapenga

M.A.

Brian Kingshott
M.Div.

Katy Frances 
Kloosterman

GCPM

Jill Renee 
Kohlhagen

M.Div.

Erin Joy Koster
M.Div.

Kyle M. Lake
Th.M.

Ching-Yi Lin
Th.M.

Tarcisio 
Magurupira

Th.M.

Edgardo M. 
Márquez-Rivera

M.A.
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Moyses Ramos
D.Min.

Emerson Claudio 
Mildenberg

D.Min.

Karla J. Morales
M.A., GCPM

Eliú Martínez
GCPM

Emerson Martins
D.Min.

Raúl Matos Díaz
M.A.

Marisol Viruet 
Medina

M.A.

Javier A. 
Nieves Falero

M.A.

Karen E. Ortiz 
Vizcarrondo

M.A.

Katherine Pearl 
Osborn
D.Min.

Isaias Rivera
D.Min.

Joshua Rubén 
Pérez Ramos

M.A.

Paulo Rangel
D.Min

David William Rice
D.Min.

Enid T. Matos Diaz
M.A.

Jackson Timothy 
Nickolay
M.Div.

Devon John Rook
M.Div.

Yajaira E. Ruiz
M.A.

Nelson Santiago 
Román
M.A.

Stephanie Smith
M.A.

COMMENCEMENT

Kim Pavlovich
M.Div.

James Glen 
Peck Jr.

M.Div., GCDM

Eric Walter Peoples
D.Min.

Saw Win Zaw Zaw
Th.M.

Rafael A. Suárez 
Morales

M.A.
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John Paul 
Sundararajan

D.Min.

David William Rice
D.Min.

Jonathan D. 
Tamayo Garcia

M.Div.

Bryce Vander Stelt
M.Div.

Abigail Spears 
Velázquez

D.Min.

Omar Velázquez 
Rivera
D.Min.

Gabriel Elias 
Vidal

D.Min.

Melanie Joy 
Vlietstra Kilgore

M.Div.

Saw Thall Wah
Th.M.

Michelle Wegner
GCPM

Jeff Alan Watson
M.Div.

Craig Wentworth 
Wong
M.A.

Jonathan A. 
Ytterock
D.Min.

Saw Win Zaw Zaw
Th.M.

Tial San Bik
D.Min.

Key   
M.Div. = Master of Divinity
Th.M. = Master of Theology

M.A. = Master of Arts
D.Min. = Doctor of Ministry

GCPM = Graduate Certificate in Pastoral Ministry
GCDM = Graduate Certificate in Disability and Ministry

Miguel Angel Garcia Sarceño
D.Min.
Marcelo Gloria Gomes Paula
D.Min.

William G. Childs
M.A.

Joseph Steven Early Bagdanov
M.Div.

Edward Rogers Barnes
M.A.

Marcelo Oliveira de Almeida
D.Min.

Jeanne Ardith Davies
GCDM

Manuel Acosta
GCPM 

Roy Rodriguez
D.Min.

Llanet Magali Lara Arias
GCPM

Gerardo C. Pineda
GCPM

Eric da Silva de Barros
D.Min.

Lucio Rojas Espinoza
D.Min.

Rupert Neblett
D.Min.

Judith Romero
GCPM

Stephanie Rodriguez
M.Div.

Brett Vriesman
GCPM

Suzanne Williams
GCDM

Natasha Taylor
M.A.

Hilarion Paton
D.Min.

Jeanne Ardith Davies
GCDM

Not pictured:
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COMMENCEMENT

CLASS VERSE
“The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your 
bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of  water, whose waters never 
fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of  many generations;  
you shall be called the repairer of  the breach, the restorer of  streets to live in.”

ISAIAH 58:11-12

Class of 2022
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DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI
WESLEY GRANBERG-MICHAELSON

At the commencement ceremony on 
April 30, 2022, Western Theological 
Seminary had the privilege of  bestowing 
the 2022 Distinguished Alumni award 
upon Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, 
M.Div. ’84. Granberg-Michaelson has 
played key roles in the three movements 
that continue to define Western 
Theological Seminary’s identity as 
evangelical, ecumenical, and Reformed. 
In three different stages of  his career, he 
has led in each of  these areas, though 

never forgetting his commitments to 
the others. His early work with Senator 
Mark Hatfield and Sojourners magazine 
placed him at the forefront of  the socially-
concerned evangelicalism of  the 1960s and 
1970s that scholars Brantley Gasaway and 
David Swartz have written about in recent 
monographs. Then, as a staff person for 
the World Council of  Churches in the 
1980s and 1990s, Granberg-Michaelson 
worked at the heart of  the modern 
ecumenical movement. 
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Wesley Granberg-Michaelson ‘84 

By Dr. David Komline                                                                                                                                    
Associate Professor of Church History and Interim Director of the Master of Theology Program
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STORIES TO INSPIRE

He later played a key role in helping to 
launch Christian Churches Together, 
an organization that fosters ecumenical 
dialogue. In 1994, he took over as the 
General Secretary of  the Reformed 
Church in America, becoming the most 
public face of  America’s oldest Reformed 
denomination.

Granberg-Michaelson led the RCA for 
seventeen years. Under his leadership, 
the RCA adopted its first Statement of  
Mission and Vision, which famously 
concluded: “We will no longer do 
business as usual, nor our usual business.” 
He also stewarded the process of  
forming a ten-year goal for the RCA,             

“Our Call,” that focused on planting new 
congregations and revitalizing existing 
congregations, with supporting emphasis 
on discipleship, leadership, and mission. 
Finally, during his tenure, the RCA 
adopted the Belhar Confession.

Granberg-Michaelson’s first formal 
connection with Western came during a 
six-month stint as a scholar in residence, 
during which he wrote his book A Worldly 

Wesley-Granberg Michaelson visiting WTS in 2018

“Wes Granberg-Michaelson has faithfully served the church of  
Jesus Christ with all of  his heart, mind, soul, and strength. His           

leadership in the RCA and his work across various denominational     
bodies and ecclesial traditions continue to leave an impact today. I 

am grateful for his love for and lifetime of  service to the church.”
DR. FELIX THEONUGRAHA

PRESIDENT

Wesley-Granberg Michaelson visiting WTS in 2018
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Spirituality: The Call to Take Care of  the 
Earth (Joanna Cotler Books, 1984). At 
this point, he had only recently made a 
conscious decision to move from politics 
toward theology. While at WTS to 
write, he discerned a call to ordained 
ministry, and thus enrolled in the M.Div. 
program. He was ordained at Third 
Reformed Church in Holland, MI, on 
June 10, 1984. Since his first visit at 
Western, Granberg-Michaelson has 

authored numerous books, including two 
that highlight his work with the RCA: 
Unexpected Destinations: An Evangelical 
Pilgrimage to World Christianity (Eerdmans 
Publishing, 2011) and Leadership from 
the Inside Out: Spiritual and Organizational 
Change (Crossroad Publishing, 2004).  

Throughout his career, Granberg-
Michaelson has led from a deeply 
meditative center focused on Christ. At 
the same time, he has kept mission at 
the forefront of  his own work and of  the 
communities that he has served. Western 
Theological Seminary is grateful for his 
leadership and is delighted to be able to 
honor him with this award.

Granberg-Michaelson at commencement (2022)

Wesley-Granberg Michaelson visiting WTS in 2018
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Norman Donkersloot 
Retires After 35 Years 
of Faithful Service

STORIES TO INSPIRE

After 35 faithful and distinguished years 
serving at Western Theological Seminary, 
Norman Donkersloot retired in March 
of  2022 from his role as vice president of  
finance. Jonathan Dockery will now serve 
as the chief  financial officer and vice 
president of  finance.

Managing Western’s finances for 35 
years, Norm counseled four presidents, 
prepared 34 annual budgets, and trained 
countless board members. He stewarded 
the seminary’s budget, expenses, and 
investments while holding Western’s 
mission at heart and helping increase the 
seminary’s impact on the church and its 
leaders. As a leadership team member, 
Norm’s careful guidance helped provide 
a strong foundation for achieving the 
seminary’s goals and strategic plans.

Norm graduated from Hope College 
and attended Kellogg Graduate School 
of  Northwestern University in Evanston, 
IL. Initially passionate about his work 
as a commercial lender and helping 
entrepreneurs secure loans to finance 
their dreams, his interest in other 
opportunities within finance grew. He 
was led to Western Theological Seminary 
in 1986, where he accepted the position 
of  business manager.

When Norm joined the staff at WTS, 
the seminary utilized handwritten 
journals to track financial activity and 
its investment portfolio consisted of  a 
few stocks and bonds stored in a safety 
deposit box. One of  his first projects 
was to computerize the financial system 
and find an advisory firm. With their 
guidance and the generous contributions 
of  donors, Norm helped grow the value 
of  WTS’s investments to $46 million over 
the course of  his 35-year tenure.

When reflecting on the start of  his 
career at WTS, Norm envisioned 
staying at the seminary for five to seven 
years. The mission of  the seminary, 
however, inspired him to stay for over 
three decades. Norm shares, “I believe 
in the church and found that Western 
fit my heart. I believe in our students. 
I love their optimism and idealism. 
I love when students bare their souls 
when they preach for the first time. It’s 
a privilege having students sit across my 
desk and present their housing needs in 
Holland while sharing memories of  their 
hometowns.”
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Norman Donkersloot 
Retires After 35 Years 
of Faithful Service

Norm’s impact and contributions to 
the overall growth and health of  the 
seminary are brought to light through 
the witness of  those who worked 
with him. Rayetta Perez, Director of  
Administration and Human Resources, 
friend, and colleague for 21 years, shares 
that “WTS enrollment and programs 
have grown in part because of  Norm’s 
dedicated management of  financial 
resources. He was a shepherd of  the 
growth of  The Bridge, the seminary’s 
fair trade store, and he supported the 
Community Kitchen, the on-campus hub 
for a local agency serving hot meals to 
those in need.”

He played a lead role in overseeing 
several building renovations and 
expansion projects, such as the Red 
Bricks student housing, DeWitt 
Theological Center and Burggraaff 
Atrium, Mulder Chapel renovation, 

The Ralph and Cheryl Schregardus 
Friendship House, and most recently, 
the Jack and Mary DeWitt Learning 
Center, Cook Library, and building 
expansion. “He loves to be part of  the 
seminary’s growth, from digging and 
demolition to design and details,” adds 
Perez. These projects hold a special 
place of  significance in Norm’s career. 
Norm says, “What I enjoyed most about 
my work were the building projects. 
There is nothing more satisfying than 
seeing a vague, undeveloped idea [come 
to fruition] through the collaboration 
between a building committee, an 
architect, and a builder.” Of  all these 
projects, one of  the most important was 
renovating the student housing units. 
“Before the townhouses were built, we 
had a series of  dilapidated houses that 
likely discouraged students from coming 
to Western. It was embarrassing to show 
those houses to prospective students 

Norm leading chapel in March of 2022

“He always put others before      
himself  and found time to show 
Christ to me. He trusted others and          
encouraged them to do their best.”

PAT DYKHUIS
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and their families.” The Red Brick 
townhomes continue to attract students 
and families to WTS and provide a 
high-quality living option while students 
prepare for ministry.

Norm not only served in his capacities as 
the VP of  Finance, but he also actively 
involved himself  in the life of  our 
campus community in a variety of  ways. 
He often led chapel, giving heartfelt 
gospel-centered messages and playing 
the drums, guitar, and harmonica in 
the worship band. Some of  his favorite 
memories were playing on the seminary’s 
basketball team and winning the Holland 
recreation league, as well as playing pool 
with students during the noon hour. 
Dennis Voskuil, President (1994-2008) 
and Professor Emeritus of  Church 
History, shares, “Throughout my time 
working with Norm, I witnessed him 
become an increasingly central part of  
the community and many students came 

STORIES TO INSPIRE

to know him well. He was always willing 
to participate and I couldn’t think of  a 
better team player.”

Norm leaves a legacy through the 
relationships he has built, finances he 
stewarded, programs he helped nurture, 
and the example of  dedication he set. 
Rayetta Perez shares, “Norm’s gifts are 
woven into the fabric of  the seminary 
community.” 

“[Norm] stretched far beyond the 
limits of  balance sheets to support 
the mission of  WTS and the lives of  
students. What a gift to Western!”

LEANNE VAN DYK                                         
PRESIDENT OF COLUMBIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Norm Donkersloot (2010)Norm Donkersloot (2007)
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Tim Brown, Professor of  Preaching and 
President Emeritus (2008-2019), reflects, 
“I worked with Norm from 1995 to 2021, 
including my time as president when I came 
to know Norm as a dutiful servant of  the 
Lord and the seminary! I have mountains 
of  memories, tidal waves of  emotions, and 
great eagerness to honor him.”

Norm has seen Western grow, develop, and 
thrive during his 35 years of  service. “When 
I started at the seminary, it was essentially a 
residential school that served students from 
the Midwest who wanted to be preachers 
or church educators. [I’ve watched] the 
residential program grow and stabilize, as 
well as witness distance-learning programs 
develop. This change has made it possible 
for the seminary to serve students from 
coast-to-coast, and as far away as Brazil.”

“As the landscape of  religion continues to 
change, my hope is that Western can adapt 
to this change and continue to provide 
well-trained, well-formed kingdom servants 
to the church.” After retirement, Norm is 
looking forward to traveling with his wife to 
visit his daughters in New York and Utah. 
He also plans to volunteer with Habitat for 
Humanity and looks forward to trading his 
desk chair for a bike seat as often as possible.

Winn Collier praying over Norm and his wife, Anna.

Orientation (2021)

From left to right: Rayetta Perez, Norm Donkersloot, Kerry Eshenaur

“Norm is one of  the most loyal 
and self-giving people I have 
ever worked with. He is a man 
of  integrity, full of  humility 
and utmost dedication. I am 
honored to have worked with 
Norm.”

DR. FELIX THEONUGRAHA
PRESIDENT
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Western Theological Seminary is 
launching four new Master of  Arts 
(MA) programs designed to prepare 
women and men for faithful ministry. 

a changing landscape
“We recognize that theological 
education is changing rapidly,” 
said President Felix Theonugraha. 
“Western Theological Seminary is 
committed to meeting the needs of  
the church now and in the future. We 
are here to equip women and men 
for Christian ministry and leadership, 
whether their call is to pastoral 
ministry or lay leadership.”

The new programs include Master 
of  Arts degrees in Christian Ministry, 
Disability and Ministry, Theology, and 
Biblical Studies.

WTS will continue to offer its flexible 
Master of  Arts in Christian Studies, 
which allows students to focus on their 
own area of  interest with half  of  the 
42 program credits from electives. 

the common thread
One of  the hallmarks of  the WTS 
program is faculty involvement. The 
faculty teach in both the Master of  
Divinity and Master of  Arts programs, 

and all courses come from within 
the Master of  Divinity curriculum.  
Faculty are equally engaged in 
distance learning and in-residence 
courses, often teaching the course 
in both modalities during any given 
semester.  

“Through these new MA degrees, 
students will experience rigorous 
academic engagement alongside 
practical and intentional formation,” 
said Dean and Vice President of  
Academic Affairs, Kristen Deede 
Johnson. “I am excited for how 
our new MAs embody the same 
commitment to whole-person 
formation and academic excellence 
that is a hallmark of  all WTS 
programs.”

WTS faculty are committed to 
providing students with course 
content that will expand students’ 
biblical and theological knowledge 
while enhancing the ability to analyze 
specific academic and ministerial 
questions in each program. 

Master of  Arts students will learn to 
demonstrate proficiency in the art 
of  scholarly writing by constructing 
credible claims, developing compelling 
arguments, persuasively interpreting 
sources in their chosen field of  study, 
and using critical methodologies and 
diverse theological perspectives in 

their analysis of  specific academic 
and ministerial questions applicable in 
many vocational settings.

flexible learning environments 
The Master of  Arts degree provides 
the same formational curriculum that 
engages whole-person learning as our 
Master of  Divinity program. This 
includes opportunities to participate 
in internships and the Abbey groups, 
which provide small group formation 
with faculty and peers. 

All Master of  Arts degrees from WTS 
can be completed in two years or 
spread out to accommodate second 
career or non-traditional professional 
students. Classes can be taken on 
campus or through Western’s online 
distance learning program. 

Jill English, Director of  Admissions, 
sees the MA as “an ideal program 
for people who need to be working 
full time and want to chip away at 
a master’s degree that will enhance 
their professional vocation and work 
in ministry.” The degrees will be 
available to students beginning this 
fall.

MASTER OF ARTS DEGREES
INTRODUCING THE NEW

NEWS TO CONNECT

Learn More Online
The learn more or to apply, visit:                                       
wtsem.info/degrees

19



MASTER OF ARTS DEGREES

Now accepting applications for Performing the Bible: 
Exploring the Performance Genres of Scripture Doctor 

of Ministry program. Learn more and apply today! 

REDISCOVERING
THE ORALITY OF
THE BIBLE
By Jeff Barker                                                                           
Co-leader of the new D.Min. Cohort: Performing the Bible: 
Exploring the Performance Genres of Scripture.

“The Bible is not a book,” said Dr. 
Tom Boogaart. 

I remember how stunned I was when 
I heard him say that. “How can that 
be true?” I wondered. The Bible holds 
the Guinness World Record for best-
selling book of  all time. Of  course it’s 
a book. It’s printed, bound, and I can 
hold it in my hand. It’s supposed to be 
read like a book. Isn’t it?

Well, yes. But Tom was saying that 
the Bible is more. First of  all, it’s 
not one book, it’s a collection of  
books. And each one of  those books 
is a collection of  genres that include 
songs, poems, sermons, stories, and 
even plays. What are those genres 
asking of  us? They certainly want 
to be read, but those genres are also 
asking to be sung, chanted, preached, 
told, and enacted. Huge swaths of  
the Bible long to be memorized 
and presented with full-bodied 
communication to a gathered and 
participative audience. In other words, 
the Bible is begging to be performed.                                      

The Bible wants not only to be read, 
but to be seen, heard, and felt.

I’m a theater artist, focused on 
directing and playwriting. I’ve 
partnered with Dr. Boogaart, Professor 
Emeritus of  Old Testament for the 
past twenty years in reclaiming the 
performance of  the ancient Hebrew 
dramas—the historical narratives 
of  the Old Testament. Tom and I 
have come to understand that Israel’s 
histories are presented with dialogue, 
dramatic structure, and profound 
images that reveal their themes. We 
have led our students in performing 
dozens of  these ancient plays 
including the dramas of  Abraham and 
Sarah, Jacob and Esau, Joseph, David, 
Jonah, and more. Our book Performing 
the Plays of  the Bible is designed to help 
others join us.

Other organizations like the Network 
of  Biblical Storytellers and the 
Orality Network are exploring what 
we can learn about the biblical texts 
by retracing our steps to the oral 

cultures out of  which those texts 
grew. WTS has been on the forefront 
of  this work through its methods of  
teaching Hebrew via performance. 
An additional facet of  this scholarship 
has been Dr. Tim Brown’s project of  
teaching homiletics through scripture 
memory (or interiorization). 

Eugene Peterson’s writing and 
thinking comes alongside scholars who 
are asking, “How does the Bible want 
to communicate to us today?” Part of  
the answer is found in language itself, 
and part of  the answer is found in 
the ancient world and the ways those 
people brought God’s Word to life 
through sight, sound, and heart. 

Beginning this fall, my co-teacher, 
Karen Bohm Barker, and I will join 
hands with doctoral students who 
don’t necessarily have performance 
training, but simply want to study the 
Bible together. Our goal, of  course, is 
to learn more about God’s Word, but 
ultimately that’s a pathway to learning 
more about God. Through the 
power of  the Spirit and the joy of  the 
learning community, we plan to help 
each other lead another generation of  
Christ-followers to know that the Bible 
is so much more than a book.  

Jeff Barker Karen Bohm Barker

is so much more than a book.  

The learn more or to apply, visit:                                       
wtsem.info/degrees
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INAUGURAL FOUNDERS’ DAY LECTURE
In a season of rapid change in the 
landscape of theological education, it 
is crucial to recall God’s faithfulness to 
Western Theological Seminary in order to 
draw strength and wisdom for the future. 
The inaugural Founders’ Day lecture 
focused on the vision and legacy of I. John 
Hesselink, the president of the seminary 
from 1973 to 1985. Below is an excerpt of 
the lecture given by Dr. David Komline on 
April 21, 2022. 

When Dr. John Hesselink stepped 
to the podium to give his inaugural 
address as president of  Western 
Theological Seminary in 1973, he 
faced an intimidating task. WTS 
was emerging from one of  the most 
confusing eras in its history, second 
only to when General Synod halted 
the training of  ministers in the West 
in 1877. Now, almost 100 years later, 
Hesselink was once again trying to 
calm concerns about the status of  
the seminary. 

Concerns had arisen as a result of  

the Bi-Level, Multi-Site program. 
In 1967, the RCA had merged 
the boards of  its two seminaries 
— Western and New Brunswick 
— to form one board, the Board 
of  Theological Education, with 
oversight over both schools. Both 
schools opposed this move, and in its 
report to General Synod that year, 
the Western board went “on record 
as disapproving the proposal for 
union in its present formulation.” 
Despite these objections, General 
Synod proceeded with the union. 
Also on the table was a full 
consolidation of  the two seminaries. 
But while that was being considered, 
the new board, established to govern 
both seminaries, implemented an 
entirely new curriculum across both 
schools — what became known as 
the Bi-Level, Multi-Site (BLMS) 
program. 

Under the BLMS program, RCA 
students would spend four years in 
seminary — the first two at New 
Brunswick and the second two 

at Western. The program has been 
described as “bold and innovative,” 
but it ultimately proved even less 
sustainable than having two distinct 
seminaries. Problems arose almost 
from the beginning. In 1970, a year 
after its launch, the General Synod 
received eight different overtures 
asking it to reconsider the BLMS 
program. One major issue was simply 
administrative. In 1969 the new, 
consolidated board had appointed a 
single president over both schools — 
Herman “Bud” Ridder. But Ridder, 
who was deeply invested in the BLMS, 
discerned that the schools might 
need a more “neutral” leader for the 
program to succeed. He stepped down 
in May of  1971. Replacing him proved 
difficult. Finally, a special committee 
that had been considering a complete 
merger of  the two seminaries reported 
in favor of  keeping them separate 
in 1973, and any excitement that 
remained about the joint seminary 
project quickly subsided. That year 
the joint board appointed a separate 
president for each seminary: to New 
Brunswick, Howard Hageman and to 
Western, I. John Hesselink. The BLMS 
had left bruises on both seminaries. 

When the Association of  Theological 
Schools visited Western for an 
accreditation visit, it found the 
relationship of  the united board to the 
two separate seminaries particularly 
problematic, resulting in three 
“notations.” The first two notations 
pertained to the finances involved in 

By Dr. David Komline                                                                                                                                    
Associate Professor of Church History and Interim Director of the Master of Theology Program

Photo from Founders’ Day lecture 2022
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this arrangement, and the third to 
the process involved. According to 
the third notation, “The Board of  
Control has taken actions relative to 
the academic program of  the seminary 
without adequate consultation 
with the faculty and respect for its 
authority.” In response, Western’s 
dean, Elton Eenigenburg, affirmed 
the ATS findings: “The faculty of  
this school is strongly persuaded that 
that program was more or less thrust 
upon them.” New Brunswick’s faculty, 
Eenigenburg added, had expressed 
“a similar sentiment.” In short, “the 
new curriculum did not arise out of  
the faculties, but developed in board 
committees toward which faculties had 
only a consultative relationship.” 

Even after the BLMS was out of  the 
picture, the ATS remained concerned. 
They wrote to both Western and 
New Brunswick: “The Commission 
finds considerable uncertainty and 
ambiguity about the relation of  the 
Board of  Theological Education to 
the two seminaries collectively and to 
each individually.” It asked the board 

to “clarify its own relationship to the 
seminary administrations and faculties 
and report back.” 

Thus when John Hesselink stepped 
into the presidency, he needed to 
reassure his faculty — and the RCA 
as a whole — about the state of  the 
seminary and its relationship to the 
church. He did so most publicly in 
his inaugural address, but not by 
offering an administrative analysis or 
proposal. Instead, Hesselink offered 
a fundamentally theological vision of  
a seminary. He did so explicitly — 
“not,” he said, as “an attempt to avoid 
the concrete, practical issues involved 
in theological education today, but 
rather” out of  “a desire to put first 
things first.” Thinking theologically, 
he believed, was urgent: “The future 
depends on how well we have plotted 
our course and on the clarity of  our 
vision.” 

In his talk, he shared “some 
convictions about Western — 
convictions, I trust, which are not 
merely my own, but which are in 
large measure also those of  our 
denominations, our board, and the 
present constituency of  the seminary.” 
At the heart of  these convictions, 
Hesselink placed “three great words: 
catholic, evangelical, and reformed.” 
These three adjectives, he believed, 
should guide the seminary. The 
introduction to his talk concludes: “I 
am convinced that we shall be blessed 
and used by God if  we, more self-
consciously, more deliberately, and 
more zealously than ever before, strive 
to become a seminary that is truly 
catholic, evangelical, and reformed.” 

And indeed, over his presidency, 
these words would guide Hesselink 
and the seminary he was steering. 
His vision for the seminary, and 
indeed for the church, would remain 
remarkably consistent. When he 
served as President of  General 
Synod in 1996, Hesselink again 
appealed to these terms, imploring 
the RCA to “be a church that is 
catholic and evangelical as well as 
reformed.” And when the Reformed 
Review ran a special issue dedicated 
to John Hesselink a quarter-
century after his inaugural address, 
Hesselink’s longtime friend and 
former colleague Eugene Heideman 
wrote the issue’s lead article, titling 
it, “John Hesselink: Catholic, 
Evangelical, and Reformed.” 

Dr. Komline’s inaugural Founders’ 
Day lecture presented this vision, as 
well as explorations and sources in 
Hesselink’s own life, and examined 
how Hesselink attempted to enact it 
at Western Theological Seminary. 
Finally, it followed the trajectory 
through to today.

Dr. John Hesselink (2010)

Your support makes research and events 
like Founders’ Day possible. To support the  

seminary, visit: wtsem.info/give

Watch Online
To watch a replay of the lecture, visit: 

wtsem.info/foundersday2022
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G.W. AND EDNA HAWORTH 
CHAIR INSTALLATION

Dr. Johnson speaking at the installation

On April 11, 2022, Dr. Kristen Deede Johnson was 
installed as the G.W. and Edna Haworth Chair of  
Educational Ministries and Leadership. The installation 
service took place at Pillar Church in Holland, MI, 
and was attended by many members of  the WTS and 
Holland communities. 

Matthew Haworth, the grandson of  G.W. Haworth, 
serves on the WTS Board of  Trustees and represented 
the Haworth family. He spoke about how his 
grandparents saw faith as the most important way to 
help people thrive and flourish. 
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The service featured a lecture by Dr. Johnson entitled 
“Cultivating Kingdom Imagination: A Vision of  
Discipleship and Institutional Engagement” followed 
by reflections from three respondents, representing 
core institutions within our society.  

Dr. James Davison Hunter responded first, 
representing the institution of  academia. Dr. Hunter 
serves as the LaBrosse-Levinson Distinguished 
Professor of  Religion, Culture, and Social Theory 
at the University of  Virginia where he mentored Dr. 
Johnson as an undergraduate student.

Dr. John Inazu, the Sally D. Danforth Distinguished 
Professor of  Law & Religion and Professor of  Political 
Science at Washington University in St. Louis, 
responded second, representing the institution of  law 
and government. Dr. Johnson recently wrote a chapter 
for the book Uncommon Ground: Living Faithfully in a World 
of  Difference co-edited by Dr. Inazu and Dr. Tim Keller.  

Reverend Fleming Rutledge responded third, 
representing the institution of  the Church. Rev. 
Rutledge, an ordained Episcopal priest and acclaimed 
preacher and author, is one of  Dr. Johnson’s most 
significant professional influences.

From left to right: Dr. James Davison Hunter, Dr. Kristen Deede Johnson, Dr. John Inazu, Reverend Fleming Rutledge

“With all the different challenges     
going on, the one thing you always 
have is peace through grace in faith. 
We feel as a family that raising up 
a new generation of  leaders in the 
church is so important.”

MATTHEW HAWORTH                                       
WTS BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEMBER

The service concluded with several members of  the 
institution of  WTS. The student body president 
Jackson Nickolay, staff member Carol Ann Bailey, and 
professors John Brogan, Winn Collier, and Suzanne 
McDonald each offered a prayer of  blessing for Dr. 
Johnson.
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about dr. kristen deede johnson                            
Dr. Johnson’s teaching and scholarship engage areas 
of  theology, discipleship and formation, justice, 
culture, and political theory. In partnership with the 
International Justice Mission, she and Bethany Hanke 
Hoang recently co-authored the award-winning The 
Justice Calling: Where Passion Meets Perseverance (Brazos 
Press, 2016). Other publications include Theology, 
Political Theory, and Pluralism: Beyond Tolerance and Difference 
(Cambridge University Press, 2007) and an array of  
book chapters, articles, and book reviews. In 2018, 
Dr. Johnson was named as one of  “10 New or Lesser-
Known Female Theologians Worth Knowing” by 
Christianity Today.

Dr. Johnson joined the faculty of  Western Theological 
seminary in 2013 as Associate Professor of  Theology 
and Christian Formation and was appointed Dean 
and Vice President of  Accademic Affairs in 2019 by 
President Felix Theonugraha. 

Before joining WTS, Dr. Johnson was the founding 
director of  the Studies in Ministry Minor and 
the Center for Ministry Studies at Hope College, 
programs dedicated to upholding the significance 
of  theological formation, spiritual growth, cultural 
engagement, and vocational discernment.

Dr. Johnson grew up outside of  Washington, D.C., 
with a few of  her younger years spent in Germany 
and England. She met her husband, Trygve, at 
the University of  St. Andrews in Scotland while in 
graduate school. Together they have two children, 
Trygve and Ella.

Dr. Johnson speaking at the installation
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about g.w. and edna haworth                               
While G.W. Haworth may be best known for building 
one of  the premier furniture manufacturing businesses 
in the world, he was also an advocate for education. 
He spent the early part of  his career as a teacher at 
Holland High School in Holland, MI, and this passion 
for education in West Michigan can be seen in the many 
institutions he supported during his lifetime. 

In addition to endowing the G.W. and Edna Haworth 
Chair in Christian Education, he provided the resources 
for a new facility for the Haworth College of  Business 
at Western Michigan University and supported Hope 
College in the building of  the Haworth Inn and 
Conference Center. 

Though G.W. and Edna Haworth have both passed on 
to glory, WTS and the entire West Michigan community 
continue to be blessed by their legacy. We are grateful 
to the Haworth family for their generosity to Western 
Theological Seminary through this re-established chair 
in support of  the Dean. 

Edna Haworth

G.W. Haworth

History of the G.W. and Edna Haworth Chair 
of educational ministries and leadership                
The G.W. and Edna Haworth Chair of  Educational 
Ministries and Leadership was initially established 
in 1999 as the G.W. and Eddie Haworth Chair in 
Christian Education. Dr. George Brown held the chair 
from 1999 until his retirement in 2012 when he was 
named professor emeritus. It has been re-established 
as a chair to be held by the dean and vice president of  
academic affairs of  Western Theological Seminary.

George Brown (2012)
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This lecture is the culmination of  decades of  thought 
about discipleship, formation, ministry, education, and 
institutions. It represents something of  a first attempt to 
capture in words areas I’ve been pondering for the past 
twenty-five years. 

To begin, I want to invite you back with me to my 
undergrad days and the years shortly following my 
graduation. As James Davison Hunter will surely 
remember, my undergraduate studies at the intersection 
of  sociology and religion left me gripped by questions 
about the formative impact of  culture on Christian 
discipleship. I was also profoundly worried about the 
intellectual and philosophical foundations of  American 
society and what sources would sustain the American 
experiment. Did we have the resources we needed to 
hold us together across our differences? As I headed 
off to graduate school, I entered for the first time into 
the world of  Christian theology, and my questions 
began shifting. The church became more central to 

my inquiries than American society. Guided by the 
conviction that Jesus Christ is Lord, I noted how the 
church had survived a number of  different societal and 
political configurations. I honed in on Augustine, who 
lived through the fall of  Rome and asked profound 
questions about Christ, the church, and political society 
in a time of  acute cultural and political change.

I became more hopeful, rooted in the knowledge that 
Christ is Lord and the church has survived many a 
societal division and fracture over its long history. 
Yet…our society today is dividing and fracturing, its 
institutions are crumbling, and as a result, people are 
suffering. Should this not be of  some concern to us 
as Christians?  Is attending to these cultural realities 
part of  our call to be disciples?  If  it is, then what does 
deep formation look like, both in churches and in 
places like Western Theological Seminary, the kind of  
deep formation that equips us to understand cultural 
conditions and their impact on us, to attend to cultural 

Cultivating Kingdom Imagination: A Vision of  
Discipleship and Institutional Engagement
An excerpt from Dr. Kristen Deede Johnson’s installation lecture

“The church needs to be forming and shaping disciples who can themselves 
think institutionally and embody their faith institutionally. We are to be imagi-
native people, envisioning and embodying  re-imagined structures that promote 
human flourishing as we seek God’s Kingdom in this world.”

DR. KRISTEN DEEDE JOHNSON

Your support of endowed chairs enhances 
the scholarship at WTS. To support this chair 

or others, give here: wtsem.info/give
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structures and institutions that impact our lives and 
those of  our neighbors, to seek the welfare of  the city as 
an inherent part of  ministry and discipleship?

Within these questions with which I’ve been wrestling, 
you’ll see a thread related to institutions. Discourse 
related to institutions and conversations about 
discipleship do not usually go hand in hand. It is my 
contention that they ought to. And it is my hope that 
within this lecture, I might begin to persuade you 
that discipleship and institutional engagement belong 
together. Indeed, I can think of  no better topic to mark 
my installation into this endowed chair, the G.W. and 
Edna Haworth Chair of  Educational Ministries and 
Leadership. A chair is deliberately institutional, and this 
chair, ultimately, centers on discipleship and formation.

Through my years in West Michigan, I have become 
aware of  the profound legacy of  institutional 
engagement that marks the Christians in this region. 

You can see this reflected in the names of  buildings 
and the compositions of  boards, in intentional business 
practices and exceptional service to non-profits, and 
in the generosity embodied in support of  endowed 
chairs.  I’m certain you already have names coming to 
mind – names of  many gathered in this room, including 
the name “Haworth.”  The investment in institutions 
by such individuals and families is what helps to make 
this region so strong and distinctive.  It makes my own 
work and scholarship possible.  Without it, Western 
Theological Seminary would not exist, nor would we 
be gathered here tonight.  As we end, please join me 
in thanking all of  those who have gone before us and 
who are with us tonight, whose open-handed generosity 
before God has contributed to thriving institutions that 
enable flourishing life. They have given many of  us a 
sense of  home. May we imagine ways to give that sense 
to others.

Watch Online
To watch the full lecture, visit:              
wtsem.info/haworthlecture

WTS community members praying a blessing over Dr. Johnson
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WELCOMING NEW FACULTY MEMBERS

1 2 3 4

1 Dr. Ruth Padilla DeBorst will join the faculty of  Western Theological Seminary beginning in the 2022-2023 academic 
year to serve as the Richard C. Oudersluys Associate Professor of  World Christianity. 

Dr. Padilla DeBorst is a renowned practitioner, teacher, and speaker with decades of  experience in ministry throughout 
Latin America through organizations such as the International Fellowship of  Evangelical Students (IFES) and Latin 
American Theological Fellowship. She has served the worldwide church through World Vision International, Resonate 
Global Mission (of  the Christian Reformed Church of  North America), and the International Fellowship for Mission as 
Transformation (INFEMIT), among others.

Dr. Padilla DeBorst has also served as president of  the Centro de Estudios Interdisciplinarios (CETI), dedicated to 
providing theological education to pastors and lay Christians throughout Latin America. In addition to her academic 
leadership, she has taught numerous courses through CETI as well as for theological schools throughout North 
America. 

Dr. Padilla DeBorst also has a range of  articles, book chapters, and other publications. Her education includes, most 
recently, a Ph.D. in Theology with concentrations in Missiology and Social Ethics from Boston University (2016).

2 Dr. Tim Basselin joined the faculty as the new Director of  Field Education and Student Life and Associate Professor 
of  Ministry, Theology, and Culture. Dr. Basselin brings eight years of  field education experience, having created and 
supervised an internship program for the Media, Arts, and Worship Department of  Dallas Theological Seminary. In 
his teaching and service, Dr. Basselin has been committed to multiracial ministries and congregational involvement in 
local communities.

Dr. Basselin received degrees from Fuller Theological Seminary, including a Ph.D. in Theology and Culture, before 
becoming an assistant professor of  Media Arts and Worship at Dallas Theological Seminary. His publications include 
Flannery O’Connor: Writing a Theology of  Disabled Humanity (Baylor University Press, 2013). 

In his role as Director of  Field Education and Student Life, Dr. Basselin will engage with churches, denominations, 
and parachurch ministries to develop field education opportunities for students and partnerships for WTS. He will also 
engage in vocational discernment with students; provide leadership to the Student Life Office, and assist the faculty, 
Student Life team, and broader seminary community as they contribute to students’ formation. 
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CELEBRATING THE SERVICE OF 
SARA SCHIPPER RUSSELL

Sara Schipper Russell, Manager 
of  The Bridge, retired in 
December after 28 years of  
leadership. For over 30 years, 
The Bridge, a nonprofit fair trade 
gift shop in downtown Holland, 
has connected with artisans in 
developing countries by selling 

their crafts and telling their stories.

Under Sara’s leadership, the annual sales over 
the last several years have hovered around 
a half  million dollars which has allowed 
The Bridge to support artisans from over 30 
developing countries. In addition, the profits 
on the sales over the last 28 years have helped 
to bring approximately 160 international 
students to Western Theological Seminary to 
earn the one-year Master of  Theology degree.

The Bridge is operated on a volunteer model 
and currently has almost 30 active volunteers. 
Sara’s leadership has been instrumental 
in building The Bridge’s volunteer base. 
The Bridge is always looking for additional 
volunteers and welcomes inquiries by email or 
by stopping into the store. 

Sara Russell has touched the lives of  so many 
through her years of  joyful leadership and will 
be greatly missed. 

Dr. Alberto La Rosa Rojas will join the faculty of  Western Theological 
Seminary beginning in the 2022-2023 academic year to serve as 
Assistant Professor of  Theology and Ethics. 

Dr. La Rosa Rojas’s scholarship lies at the intersection of  
systematic theology and ethics, focusing on theologies of  migration 
and home. He is currently a postdoctoral associate as well as an 
advisor to the Presbyterian/Reformed House of  Studies at Duke 
University Divinity School. He has also been involved in the 
divinity school’s Hispanic House of  Studies and Hispanic Latino 
Preaching Initiative.  

Dr. La Rosa Rojas received his Th.D. in Theology and Ethics 
from Duke Divinity School (2022) with a dissertation titled, “God’s 
Journey Home: Toward a Theology of  Migration and Home 
from the Americas.” He is a graduate of  Western Theological 
Seminary and of  Trinity Christian College. Alberto has written a 
number of  book reviews and book chapters, including “A Migrant 
at the Lord’s Table: A Reformed Theology of  Home,” included 
in Reformed Public Theology: A Global Vision for Life in the World (Baker 
Academic, 2021), and “The God Who Elects Leaving,” in Before the 
Face of  God: Essays in Honor of  Tom Boogaart (Historical Series of  the 
Reformed Church in America, 2019).

4

Dr. Madison Pierce will join the seminary faculty beginning in 
the 2022-2023 academic year to serve as Associate Professor 
of  New Testament. She received her Ph.D. from Durham 
University and her M.Div. from Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School. As a respected biblical scholar and teacher, her 
areas of  research include the book of  Hebrews, the Catholic 
epistles, and the use of  Scripture in Scripture.   

Dr. Pierce has four upcoming books and monographs 
reflecting these research interests, including a book on 
Christology in Hebrews, an exegetical commentary of  
Hebrews, a commentary on 1 Peter, and a co-authored book 
on the later New Testament. Her previous publications 
include Divine Discourse in the Epistle to the Hebrews (Cambridge 
University Press, 2020) and an array of  essays in a peer-
reviewed journal and edited volumes. She has also co-edited 
two volumes: Muted Voices of  the New Testament (T&T Clark, 
2017), with Katherine M. Hockey and Francis Watson, 
and Gospel Reading and Reception in Early Christian Literature 
(Cambridge University Press, 2022), with Andrew J. Byers 
and Simon Gathercole.  

3

WTS WELCOMES NEW STAFF MEMBERS
Jonathan Dockery                                                                         
Chief Financial Officer and Vice President of Finance
Darcy Cunningham                                                                      
Manager of The Bridge (previously served as long-  
time Sales Associate)
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SEMESTER HIGHLIGHTS
Western Theological Seminary is excited to 
announce our partnership with MELD: Multi-
Ethnic Leadership Development. MELD is an 
organization that provides extensive coaching 
in cultural diversity. Over three years, MELD 
coaches will work with WTS leadership, faculty, 
and staff to ensure the seminary is fully equipped 
and living into its values related to cultural 
diversity. 

“In February 2021, the Board of  Trustees at 
Western Theological Seminary unanimously 
affirmed a Statement on Racial and Ethnic 
Diversity,” said President Felix Theonugraha.

“This is why I am excited to partner with Multi-
Ethnic Leadership Development to grow our 
intercultural capacity and capability as an 
institution. Our work with MELD will allow us to 
develop the skills and habits to extend hospitality 
to people from all racial and ethnic backgrounds 
and equip and empower our community to 
be agents of  reconciliation in diverse settings. 
Together, my prayer is that we can, by the 
enablement of  the Spirit, embody the radical 
hospitality of  the God who has overwhelmed us 
with His mercy, grace, and love.”

2 3

WTS welcomed Dr. Hyun-Gwang Kim as a 
visiting scholar for the 2021 - 2022 academic year. 
Dr. Kim is from the Korean Bible University in 
Seoul, South Korea, where he has most recently 
held the title of  Dean of  Graduate school. In 
addition to this role, he also served as an associate 
professor of  New Testament and biblical Greek 
at Korean Bible University for thirteen years. Dr. 
Kim attended WTS from 2002 - 2003 as a Th.M. 
student, holds a Ph.D. from the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville, KY, and is a 
Presbyterian pastor. 

During his time at WTS, Dr. Kim worked on 
several projects surrounding Paul’s theology of  
law, Gentiles, the Holy Spirit and the wrath of  
God, and Second Temple Jewish literature. Shortly 
after arriving at WTS in October of  2021, he 
finished writing a book entitled Ten Questions About 
Romans, to be published in Seoul, South Korea, 
this summer. 

In February, WTS held our annual Scholarship 
Showcase. Prospective students spent the day 
virtually with the WTS admissions team, faculty, 
and staff to meet each other and to learn more as 
they envision a possible future at WTS.

4
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Read More Online
To read more about Western’s resources related 
to non-descrimination, visit: wtsem.info/ds
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8

In January, the Peterson Center for Christian 
Imagination hosted a gallery with artist Joel 
Schoon-Tanis in which he displayed his series 
titled 40: The Gospels. Students and community 
members gathered (despite snow!) to hear Schoon-
Tanis share his inspiration behind the series, 
a collection of  pieces painted both before and 
during the pandemic. The artwork remained on 
display in the seminary atrium for WTS students 
and community members to enjoy.

5 7

On March 7, Dr. Tony Tian-Ren Lin presented 
The 2022 Leonard F. Stoutemire Lecture in 
Multicultural Ministry. Dr. Tony Tian-Ren Lin’s 
lecture, “Multicultural Faithfulness”, spoke to 
the challenges of  multiracialism for the Christian 
leader. 

Dr. Tony Tian-Ren Lin is the Program Director for 
the Leadership Development initiative at Trinity 
Church Wall Street. He is a cultural sociologist 
whose scholarship focuses on the intersection of  
religion, immigration, race, and ethnicity. While 
on campus, Dr. Tian Ren Lin also hosted a 
conversation in Spanish with local church leaders. 

In February, WTS hosted the Abbey Retreat, 
where distance learning and in-residence students 
were able to gather for a season of  prayer, 
contemplation, and reflection. The Abbey Retreat 
and Abbey groups were added to the curriculum 
for all Master of  Divinity students to provide a 
transformative formation experience.

WTS received a $1 million Lilly Grant to support 
the Eugene Peterson Center for Christian 
Imagination launch and expand student access to 
the seminary’s Hispanic Ministry Program (HMP). 

The effort is being funded through the Lilly 
Endowment’s Pathways for Tomorrow Initiative, a 
three-phase initiative designed to help theological 
schools across the United States and Canada as 
they respond to the most pressing challenges they 
face as they prepare pastoral leaders for Christian 
congregations.

8

4

5

7

The Eugene Peterson Center for Christian 
Imagination, in partnership with NEA Big Read 
Lakeshore, hosted novelist Leif  Enger. He is the 
award-winning author of  Peace Like a River, So 
Brave, Young, and Handsome, and Virgil Wander. Enger 
read from his newest (not-yet-published) novel and 
facilitated a lively conversation.

6

6

Your support makes it possible for WTS to provide a 
rigorous education and formation opportunities to 

the next generation of pastors and ministry leaders. 
Give to the seminary fund today: wtsem.info/give
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ALUMLINE NEWS

John Koedyker ‘76 has been serving as interim minister 
at Ferry Memorial Reformed Church of  Montague, 
MI, since March 2021.

George Boerigter ‘65 shares that his company, 
SoundOff Signal, completed a large addition to 
create a 250,000 sq ft office and manufacturing 
space. Despite the pandemic, the company has 
grown to about 400 employees. In addition to 
working with police, SoundOff Signal now supplies 
products for fire and EMS services worldwide. 

Carroll deForest ‘65 pastored Gray Hawk Reformed 
Church for 29 years and now operates a medical 
equipment loan closet for Jackson County (KY) and 
surrounding counties. He also has a ‘get well’ and 
sympathy card ministry in Jackson County.

Wes Kiel ‘57 and Joyce Looman were 
married at Pillar Church in Holland, 
MI on August 26, 2021.

John Kleinheksel ‘63 and his wife, 
Sharon, have moved to The Warm 
Friend (Holland, MI). John regularly attends 
chapel services at Western Theological Seminary.

Norman Kansfield ‘65 prepares weekly commentaries 
on the Revised Common Lectionary passages 
designated for each Sunday. These notes are 
distributed by email each Tuesday and arrive 12 days 
in advance of  the relevant Sunday they are to be 
used. If  anyone would enjoy receiving them, please 
email Norm at normk126@ptd.net.

Peter Van Dyke ‘72 served as senior pastor at Canyon 
Lake Community Church (CA) for 39 years 
from 1977-2016. He continues to serve as pastor 
of  congregational care, pastor to the Celebrate 
Recovering Ministry, and also facilitates bereavement 
support groups on a regular basis.

Reverand Donald H. Kazen ‘74 is now semi-retired. After 
several months of  full retirement, Donald sought to do 
something more than pulpit supply on a regular basis, 
which led him to join the staff at First Presbyterian 
Church in Ambler, PA, as a part-time Pastoral 
Assistant. In this role, Donald assists in worship

Kent Fry ‘82 retired from active ministry in the summer 
of  2021 after serving three parishes, the last being 
Third Reformed Church in Holland. His wife, Joyce, 
also retired as children’s director of  the parish, having 
served in that capacity in two parishes for over twenty 
years. They live in Holland Township and enjoy being 
homeowners and seeing their adult children and their 
families after not seeing them in person for a year. 
Kent is enjoying some theological research with the 
Van Raalte Institute this year and has a submitted 
project which was approved for the Fall of  2022. 
(Continued on next page)

Leroy Suess ‘65 is retired and living in Glenmont, NY.

NEWS TO CONNECT

Dennis L. TeBeest ‘79 served the church 
for 42 years in faithful ministry 
including being the pastor of  Hope 
Church in Holland, MI; Preakness 
Reformed Church in Wayne, NJ; First 
Congregational Church in River Edge, NJ; 
First Reformed Church in Kalamazoo, MI; Third 
Reformed Church in Grand Rapids, MI; as well as 
a decade as adjunct faculty in Reformed Church 
worship and history at NBTS. He and his wife, 
Betty, found great joy in their July 17 wedding at 
Preakness Reformed Church. They look forward 
to experiencing more joy through activities such as 
kayaking, hiking, and biking in their beautiful new 
neighborhood in the lower Connecticut River Valley, 
various chaplaincy engagements with RCA retirees 
in New England, and other church involvements. In 
the Winter Commons 2021, without his knowledge, 
WTS printed an abbreviated and factually 
incorrect version of  Dennis and Betty’s wedding 
announcement. We apologize.

(continued) services, preaches at least once a month, 
does pastoral visitations, and assists the senior pastor 
when needed.
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Manabu Ishida ‘92 Th.Mm, ‘05 D.Min. was elected as 
the board chairperson of  the Japan Bible Society 
in January 2021. His term as president of  Japan 
Nazarene Theological Seminary concluded 
in March 2021 and he continues to serve as 
professor of  Church History, New Testament 
Exegesis and Homiletics. His latest publication, 
Reading Ephesians, is a combination of  exegesis and 
sermons.  

Dave Van Netten ‘96 is celebrating 24 years of  faithful 
pastoral leadership to the body of  Grace Reformed 
Church in Waterloo, IA. He is enjoying life and 
staying healthy.

Samuel Laswell ‘94 and his wife, Judy, are both blessed 
with good health and will soon celebrate their 56th 
year together.

Mitchell Kinsinger ‘92 recently accepted a senior pastor 
position at Arlington Hills Lutheran Church in East St. 
Paul, MN. Previously, Mitchell held a career in higher 
education, teaching religion at Northwestern College in 
Iowa, and an administrative role at Augustana University 
in South Dakota. 

Matthew Floding ‘96 has retired from Duke Divinity 
School as Director of  Ministerial Formation. He 
continues in his role as co-editor of  the journal 
Reflective Practice: Formation and Supervision in Ministry. 
His fourth book in the Explorations in Theological 
Field Education series (co-edited with Kristina 
Lizardy-Hajbi), Explore: Vocational Discovery in 
Ministry, will be published this spring.

Marcia Reiff ‘02 has served as pastor at Dansville (NY) 
Presbyterian Church from 2013 to the present.

Jonathan Lam ‘02 has served in ministry at the Mattawan 
Community Church (MI), a member of  the Conservative 
Congregational Christian Conference, as their solo 
pastor for 22 years and counting.

Ruth McCarty ‘82 has fully retired from being 
the Minister of  Pastoral Care at First (Park) 
Congregational United Church of  Christ in 
Grand Rapids, MI. She will continue to be 
available for pulpit supply and to officiate at 
funerals and weddings. On February 7, 2022 she 
celebrated her 40th anniversary of  ordination.

Dewey Thompson ‘85 retired from hospice chaplaincy 
and his wife, Debra, retired from teaching in June 
2021. Both plan to enjoy camping, traveling and 
spending tine with their energetic grandsons. They live 
in Zeeland, MI.

Gordon Waddilove ‘82 is currently teaching English 
part-time to 7th and 8th graders at Libertas Christian 
School in Hudsonville, MI.

Keith Lohman ‘83 has been the Executive Director 
of  Shalom Inc. (Kalamazoo, MI) for 15 years and 
is now semi-retired as the director of  property 
development and maintenance. Shalom Inc. 
serves adults living with developmental disabilities 
through the love and wholeness of  Jesus Christ.  
Keith and his wife, Andie, have been married for 
43 years and have five grandchildren.

Mary Fitzgerald ‘85 has served the Reformed 
Church in Plano, TX and the Community Church 
in Glen Rock, NJ. When Mary and her husband, 
John, moved to Hillman, MI, at the request of  
Bishop Todd Ousley, she served Calvary Episcopal 
in Hillman. After retiring from Calvary Episcopal, 
she filled in at various churches which took Mary 
and John from the east to the west side of  MI. 
Now they are enjoying full retirement.

Kent has also had opportunities to write for 
religious magazines. He is currently working with 
the Holland Rotary Club in partnership with 
Central Park Reformed Church settling an Afghan 
refugee family. Kent and Joyce have enjoyed 
worshiping and serving at Second Reformed 
Church in Zeeland in their first year of  retirement.
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Eric Schrotenboer ‘19 and his wife, Meredith, 
published three children’s books in 2022: Hear, 
O Little One: In the Morning and In the Evening, a flip 
board book (Harvest House Publishers) as well as 
The Youngest Disciple and The Mouse in the Manger 
(Fresh Wind Studios). In 2021, Fresh Wind Studios 
published his The Wandering Wise Men Activity Set, 
which includes a rhyming picture book, a 37-day 
family devotional and three plush wise men toys.  

Ryan Hall ‘20 was installed as Lead Pastor of  Tulare 
Community Church (CA) on May 1, 2022. He 
and Claire are expecting their first child in July. 

Brianne Christiansen ‘21 was ordained as Minister 
of  Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) in November 2021. She is serving 
as the Spiritual Care Director at The Village 
Senior Residence in Missoula, MT.

Rev. Dr. Kathryn Campbell ‘17 has been elected by 
the membership of  the Association of  Partners in 
Christian Education (APCE) to serve as president 
beginning in 2022.  She has been active in APCE 
for over 15 years and is currently the pastor at 
Fellowship Presbyterian Church in Greensboro, NC.

Florence Dekker ‘18 is serving as the Minister of  
Word and Sacrament at Faith Reformed Church 
in Kingsville, Ontario.

Reverand Joel K. Boyd ‘18 is now serving as the 
Senior Minister at Meadowbrook Congregational 
Church in Novi, MI. In the fall of  2021, Joel 
and his family relocated to Michigan from 
Massachusetts. 

James Taneti ‘06 has published his latest book, 
Telugu Christians: A History, through Fortress Press 
and it is available at Barnes & Noble, Amazon, 
IndieBound and ChristianBook.

Marla R. Rotman ‘12 is ordained in the ELCA and 
currently serving Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in 
Rochester, MN. She welcomes you to their website 
at www.gloria-dei.com.

Jill Sweet ‘12 recently received a Doctorate of  
Ministry degree from Fuller Seminary in Spiritual 
Direction. 

Anne Elzinga ‘21 was ordained as Minister of  Word 
and Sacrament in the RCA on February 13, 2022. 
She has been a chaplain resident at St. Joseph Ann 
Arbor/Oakland since August 2021.

Brandon ‘13 and Stephanie ‘13 Smith  will be moving 
to Hudsonville, MI, where Brandon will serve as 
Lead Pastor of  Evergreen Ministries.

Joshua Harrington ‘20 has been ordained and 
installed as the apprentice pastor at Community 
Reformed Church in Zeeland, MI, as of  March 
2021. He is discerning and working towards a 
church plant in the near future.Zachary ‘15 and Alexandra ‘16 Lysdahl shared that Zach 

was installed at First United Presbyterian Church of  
Collinsville, IL, as their pastor on May 22, 2022. 

In November 2021, Paul VanMaaren ‘05 and his 
wife, Courtney, adopted two children into their 
family. They are siblings, Sam and Ellen, who join 
Hannah, Olivia and Ella.

NEWS TO CONNECT
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ALUMNI REUNIONS

From left to right: Andy Bast, Annie Valkema, Richard 
Capotosto, John Nyitray, David Landegent, Emily Ratering-
Youngberg, Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, Peter Ford, Kent 
Fry, Kristen Deede Johnson, Brenda Dieffenbach, Felix 
Theonugraha, Andy Kadzban, Johnson Kamau.

The Virtual Alumni Reunion for classes of  ‘82, ‘92, ‘02, 
and ‘12 was a small but engaged group that met via 
Zoom over the lunch hour on Thursday, April 28. An 
online reunion allowed those from Oregon, New Jersey, 
Michigan, and Beirut, Lebanon to join together and share 
memories of  their experience at WTS and of  their service 
years. The Class of  1982 relished memories of  reading 
the book of  Revelation aloud to the beat of  the William 
Tell Overture.

Alumni heard from President Theonugraha and the 2022 
Distinguished Alumni Award recipient Wesley Granberg-
Michaelson. They discussed Commencement speaker 
Kristin Kobes Du Mez and her best-selling book, Jesus and 
John Wayne, and they prayed with Dean Kristen Deede 
Johnson.

The seminary looks forward to returning to in-person 
reunions in the future and would value your input.

Resources for Alumni
To learn more, visit: wtsem.info/alumni
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Eugene Heideman ‘54
At press time, WTS learned of  the passing of  former professor 
Eugene P. Heideman on May 15, 2022, and will respectfully 
highlight his life and accomplishments in the next issue of The 
Commons.

David TerBeest ‘53
b. July 18, 1927, Brandon, WI 
d. Dec. 23, 2021, Orange City, IA                                       
Hope College ‘50; WTS ‘53; Service to the following: (1953-58) 
Standale, Grand Rapids, MI; (1958-66) Westwood, Muskegon, 
MI; (1966-80) First, Hull, IA; (1980-92) Faith, South Holland, 
IL; (1992- ret.) First, Orange City, IA.

Bob VanderAarde ‘61
b. Aug. 20, 1936, Orange City, IA                                              
d. Jan. 26, 2022, Great Falls, MT. Northwestern ‘56, Hope 
College ‘58, WTS ‘61, Luther TS ‘68-70.  Service to the 
following: (1961-70) Missionary in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia; 
(1970-2001) Christ’s Church on the Hill, Great Falls, MT.

Charles Wissink ‘55
b. May 23, 1930, Orange City, IA                                             
d. July 7, 2020. Hope ‘52, WTS ‘55, Union TS ‘65, Princeton 
TS ‘75. Service to the following: (1955-58) Hope, Union City, 
NJ; (1958-63) First, Clifton, NJ; (1963-84) professor at New 
Brunswick Theological Seminary, New Brunswick, NJ.

Robert O. Shaver ‘60
b. Aug. 25, 1935, Kalamazoo, MI                                              
d. Jan. 27, 2022, Byron Center, MI. Calvin ‘57, WTS ‘60. 
Service to the following: (1960-66) Riverside, Paterson, NJ; 
(1966-67 & 1971-76) Clymer Hill, Clymer, NY; (1967-71) 
Belleville, NJ; (1971-76) Chautaqua County Jail chaplain, 
Mayville, NY;  (1976-77) interim chaplain, Pine Rest Hospital, 
Grand Rapids, MI; (1977-84) prison chaplain, Fox Lake, WI; 
(1984-86) chaplain, Heritage Ministries, Charlotte, NC; (1986-
ret. 96) prison chaplain, Ridgeville, SC.

Roger Kleinheksel ‘63
b. July 24, 1938, Holland, MI                                                       
d. Jan. 7, 2022, Holland, MI. Hope College ‘60, WTS ‘63, 
FTS ‘80. Service to the following: (1963-69) Huron Valley, 
Rockwood, MI; (1969-81) Hope Community, Sacramento CA; 
(1982-89) Fellowship, Hudsonville, MI; (1989-2001.) Manorville 
Community, Manorville, NY; (2002-2018.) First, Zeeland, MI.

Kenneth VanderBroek ‘62
b. Oct. 16, 1924, Grand Rapids, MI                                            
d. Dec. 6, 2021,  Jenison, MI. Hope ‘59, WTS ‘62. Service to 
the following: (1962-69) Community, Southgate, MI; (1969-76) 
Hope, Kalamazoo, MI; (1976-83) Fair Haven, Jenison, MI; 
(1988-92) Bethany, St. Petersburg, FL, (in retirement) The Great 
Outdoors RV Community, Titusville, FL.

Forrest Harms ‘68
b. July 20, 1942, Buffalo Center, IA                                           
d. Nov. 5, 2021, Plymouth, MN. Northwestern ‘64, WTS ‘68. 
Service to the following: (1968-75) Alexander, IA; (1975-90) 
Our Saviour’s, Brooklyn Park, MN; (1990-2007) Executive 
Director of  the Des Moines Area Religious Council.

Peter J. Theune ‘69
b. Aug. 8, 1943, Oostburg, WI                                                      
d. Oct. 10, 2020, Spring Lake, MI. Hope ‘65, WTS ‘69, ‘90. 
Service to the following: (1968-70) First Spring Lake, MI; (1970-
72) Greenville Community, Scarsdale, NY; (1972-78) Pompton 
Lakes, NJ; (also 1971-78) Director of  Children’s Life, RCA; 
(1978-85) Min. of  Christian Ed., American Reformed, Orange 
City, IA; (1985-ret.) Christ Community, Spring Lake, MI.

Matthew Warfield Jr. ‘16
b. May 24, 1989, Muskegon, MI                                                  
d. Jan. 8, 2022, Ann Arbor, MI. Grand Valley State Univ, B.S., 
WTS ‘17. Service to the following: First, Oak Harbor, WA; 
Maple Avenue Ministries, Holland, MI; First Presbyterian, Ann 
Arbor, MI. 

Lynn Post ‘76
b. Mar. 27, 1930, Holland, MI                                                      
d. Jan. 17, 2022, Holland, MI. Hope College ‘56, WTS ‘76. 
Service to the following: (1976-82) Immanuel Community, 
Lansing, MI; (1982-87) First, Holland, MI; (1987-) counselor, 
Whidbey Christ Counseling, Oak Harbor, WA; (1987-) Portable 
Recording Ministries, Oak Harbor, WA.

Stephen Thomas ‘98
b. Jan. 28, 1950, Santa Paula, CA                                                 
d. Jan. 26, 2022, Muskegon, MI. WTS ‘98.

Franklin DeGraaf ‘78
b. Jan. 25, 1950, Orange City, IA                                               
d. May 26, 2015, Manchester, MO. Northwestern ‘72, WTS 
‘78, Eden Theo Sem, DMin. Service to the following: (1978-
81) Fellowship, Holland, MI; also (1981-ret.) licensed pastoral 
psychotherapist.

ON TO GLORY



Harold Korver ‘55 was raised on a farm 
near Carnes, IA. After high school, 
Harold attended Northwestern Jr 
College and then graduated from 
Central College in 1952. Shortly 
after marrying his wife, Shirley, Harold 
attended Western Theological Seminary 
where he earned his Master of  Divinity Degree in 1955. 

Later that year, Harold was ordained and received a call from 
Bethel Church in Brandon, WI, where he and Shirley served for 
four years. They then served churches in Muskegon, MI; Chicago, 
IL; and Paramount, CA. Harold also served as a director at Camp 
Manitoqua in Chicago.

He served his neighborhood and church in many capacities, one of  
which was serving as the RCA’s General Synod President. In 2001, 
Harold was the Distinguished Alumni Award Recipient at Western 
Theological Seminary.

Harold’s goals in life were to proclaim Christ, glorify God, raise a 
family in the faith, and strengthen and unleash Christ’s Church.Lenora Ridder, wife of  former 

WTS President Herman (Bud) 
Ridder, was a dear friend to the 
WTS community throughout 
the decades. As a partner 
with Bud, she brought her own 
gifts and talents to the places and 
people they served. She developed a curriculum of  
religious education for special needs children and 
received special recognition by the RCA. Subsequently, 
she served as Director of  Christian Education at 
the Crystal Cathedral in Garden Grove, CA. In 
retirement back in Michigan, she and Bud started 
the Ridder Leadership Conference, which focused on 
the spiritual life of  pastors, to encourage and inspire 
them. With its humble beginnings at WTS, it spread 
like wildfire through the Reformed Church, and into 
other denominations. Her impact on ministry leaders 
continues to resonate today.

Rev. Dr. William C. Brownson Jr. 
and his wife, Helen, moved to 
Holland, MI with their family 
in 1964 where Bill became 
professor of  preaching at 
Western Theological Seminary. 
After seven happy years there, 
he became the radio preacher for Words of  Hope 
in Grand Rapids, MI, where he finished his long 
and fruitful ministry in 1994. He and Helen made 
several trips to countries where Words of  Hope was 
broadcast and experienced great joy in meeting other 
Christians and sharing the gospel. Bill authored many 
books, including The Plan Is God’s (1964), Tried by Fire 
(1972), Distinctive Lessons from Luke (1974), and Do You 
Believe? (1975). He and Helen wrote Billy and Dave: From 
Brokenness to Blessedness (2006) after the death of  their 
son, David. Bill’s passion in life was sharing the good 
news of  Jesus to all he met and to the world. 

Arnold Punt ‘60 followed his Savior’s call 
upon his life. Arnold graduated from high 
school at age 16 and began college, but 
quickly realized that life on the farm was a 
better fit. As a man of  deep prayer, he and 
his wife, Johanna, carefully discerned that 
God’s calling was for Arnie to return back to 
the classroom at Western Theological Seminary.  

Upon graduation from WTS in 1960, he began his pastoral 
ministry at Silver Creek Reformed Church in German Valley, IL. 
He went on to serve First Reformed of  South Holland, IL; Faith 
Reformed in Zeeland, MI; Gibbsville Reformed in WI; North 
Holland Reformed in Holland, MI; and First Reformed Church of  
Sioux Center, IA upon his retirement. 

In his later years, along with his service to the church, Arnie was 
able to work the family farm once again- this time, with his son, 
Arnie Jr. Arnie always appreciated sowing the seed and gathering 
the harvest, both in farming and in ministry.
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